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Canto I. 


The Patron of true Holineſſe, 
Foule Errour doth defeate : 
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Gentle Knight was pricking on the Plaine, 
Yclad in myghtie armes and filuer ſhield, 
YA wherin old dints of deep wolids did remain 
$8 The cruell marks of many a bloudie field; 
WI Y ct armes til that time did he neue wield: 

” His angry ſteede did chice his foming bat; 
As,much diſdainipg to the curbe to yield : 
”.- 3: _—_ he ſeem'd, and faire did fir, 

As onefor knightly giuſts and fierce encounters fit, 


2 
But on his breaſt a bloudy Croſſe he bore, 
The deare remembrance of his dy:ng Lord, -- 
For whoſe ſweetſake that gl crious badge he wore, 
And dead (as _— euerhim ador'd ; 
Vpon his ſhicld the Iikewas alſo{cor'd, 
For ſoucraigne hope, which in hs help be had : 
Right Feirh Fall truc he was in deed and word ; 
Bur of his cheere did ſeeme too ſolemne ſad : 
Yetnothing did he dread; but cuer was ydrad: 
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Vpona great adventure he was bond, 
That preateſt Glorianato him gaue, 
Thar greateſt gJorious Queene of Faerielond, 
To win him worſhip, and her grace to haue, 
Which of all earthly things he moſt did craue 
And eucr as he rode, his heartdid earn 
Toproae his puiffance in bartell brave 
Vpon his foe, and his new forte to learn ; 

Vpon hus foe, 4 Dragon horrible and ſtearn, 


; 4 
Alouely Lady rode himfaire befide, 
Von a lowely Aﬀe more white then ſnowe 3 
Yetſhee much whiter, but the ſame did hide 
Vnder aveile, that wimpled was full lowe, 
Andover alla black ſtole ſhee did throwe, 
As one that inly moumd : ſo was ſheſad, 
And heauie ſat ypon her Nlowe; 
- Seemed in heart ſome hidden care ſhe had, 
And by her in a linea milke white lamb ſhelad. 
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Hypecriſe kim to entrap, 
Doth to his home entreate, 
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$o pure an Innocent, as FR. ſame lamb, 
She was in lite and euery vertuous lore, 
And by deſcentfrom Royall "ynage came 
Of ancient Kings and Queenes, that had of yore 
Their icepters ſiretcht trom Eaſt to Weſtern ſhore, 
And all the world in their ſubie&ton held ; 
Till that infetnall fiend with foule vprore 
Forewaſted all their land, and them d: 
Whom to avenge, ſhe had this Knight fromfar compeld, 
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Behinde her farre away a Dwatfe did lag, 
That lazic ſcem'd in beeing euer laſt, 
Or wearied with bearing of her bag 
Of ncedments at his >. Thus as they paſt, 
The day with cloudes was ſuddaine overcaſt, 
. And angry Jowe an hideous ſtorme of raine 
Did poureinto his Lemans lap fo faſt, 
That cuery wight to ſhrowd it did conſtraine, 


And this faire couple cke to ſhroud themſelues were faine 


7 
Enforc't to ſeeke ſome covert nigh at hand, 
A ſhadie groue notfarre away they ſpide, 
Thar promuſt ayde the tempeſt to withſtand : 
Whole lofty trees, yclad with ſommers pride, 
Did ſpread ſo broad, that heavens light did hide; 
Not perccable with power of any ſtarre ; 
And all within were paths anlJ alleies wide, - 
With footing worne, and leading inward farte : 
Fairc harbour, that them ſcemes ; ſoin they entredarw. 


8 
And forth they paſſe, with pleaſure forward led, 
Toying to heare the birds ſweet harmony, 
Seem'd in their ſong to ſcorne the cruell sky. 
Much can they praiſe the trees ſo ſtraight and hic, 
The ſayling Pune, the Cedar proudand tall, - 


The vine-prop Elme, the Poplar neuerdry, 
The builder Oake, ſole king of forreſts all, 
The Aſpue,good for ſtaucs, the Cyprefie funeral 
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The Laurell, mecd of mi ;gliti Conquerours 
And Poets ſage, the Firre that weeperh ſtill, 
The Willow, worne of forlorae Paramours, 
The Eugh, obedient to the benders will, 
The for ſhafts, the Sallowfor the mill, 
The Myrrhe ſweet, bleedio - in the bitter wound, 
The warlike RR. the Aſh for nothing ll, 
The fruitfull Oliue, and the Platanecound, 
The carver Holme, the m_ fidom imvard ſound. 


Led with delight; they this beguile the wiy 

VYarill efiatring rorme is oveblowne, _ 
When, to returne, whence they 5 
They cannot fade that path which firſt was ſhowne, 
But wander to and froinwaies 
Furtheſt from end then, when they necreſt ween, 
That makes them doubt their wits be not their owne : 


So many paths, ſo many turnings ſeen, 
That which - them to _ in diverſe doubt they been. 


Atlaſt .xclolving forward all to fare, 
Till that ſome end th - finde or in or out, 
That path they take, that beaten ſeem'd moſt bare, 
And like to lead the labyrinth abour ; 
Which when by traCt they hunted had throughout, 
Arlength it brought them to a hollow Caue 
Amid the thickeſt woods. The Champion ſtout 
Eftſoones diſmounted from his courler brane, 

And to the Dwarfe awhile _ necdleſſe ſpeare he gaue; 


Be well aware, quoth then at Ladiemilde; 
Leaſt ſuddaine miſchiefe yee too raſh provoke? 
The danger hid, the place ynknowhe and wilde, 
Breeds dreadfull doubts : oft fire ts without ſmoke, 
And perill without ſhowe: therefore your hardy ſtroke 
- Sir Knight with-hold, till further made. 
Ah Lady (ſaid he) ſhame were torevoke 
The forward footing for an hidden ſhade : 
Vertue giues her ſelfe light, = Hows darknes for to wade. 
Yea, but (quoth ſhee) the p ill of this place 
I better wot then ouph now too late 
To wiſh you uy bavk returne o— fonle diſgrace; 
Yet wiſdom warnes, whulſt foote is in the gate, 
To ſtay the ſteppe cre fotced toretrate. 
This is the wandring wood, this Errowrs den; l 
A monſter vile, whom God and tran does hate : 
Therefore, I 'reed bewate. Fly,fly{( = 2/7 enter 
The fearefull Dwatfe : ) mo is nojilce r living met. 


But,full of fire and preedy hardinate; 
The youthfull knight could not for ought be ſtaide ; 
But forth ynto the kſome hole he went, 
And looked in: his gliſtring armour inade 
Alimnle _ —_ meh like a ſhade, 
By whuch he ſaw the vgly monſter plaine, 


Halfe like a horribly difplaide, 
Bur th'other halfe did wotnans retaine, 
Moſt lothſome, filthy, foule, and full of vile dildaine. 


And,as h_ lay -_ _ Javtie | 
Her den power 6? 
Yet was uy and many b ypwound, 
Pointed with monall ſting. there bred 


poneoe nneonal 
As Lyon fierce vpon the Hying prays 
And with his trenchand 
Pony pion 
ere-Wi to bray, 
A_— ere her phe learnt, 
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Who, nughty hand 
The ſtroke ae om her headyaro be hoe pla 


Much bavtedwbkthads , het ſenſe was daz'd s 
And kdlgtagobe Lie he gudanonnd 
En 

All about his 


That hand or foot to ſtirre firope inyaiie: | 
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His Lady, adtoſee kis fate conftraint; | $4 
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As when old father Nilwgins to Gyell 
With timely pride ds Aegyptianvale, 
His fattie waues doefertile ime outwell, 
And overflowe each Plaine and lowely dale : 
But when his later cbbe | mn 7 ; 
Huge heapes of mud heleaues, wherein there breed 
Tenne thouſand kindes of creatures, partly male, 
nt female of his fruitfull ſced ; 
Such vgly monſtrous ſhapes elſwhere may no man reed. 
22 


The ſame ſo ſore annoyed has the Knight, _ 
That wel-nigh choaked with the deadly ſtinke, 
His forcesfaile, ne zonger light. am! 

ecouragt when the fi ceil'd to ſhrinke, 
Shee poured forth out ofber helliſh ſinke 

* Her fruitfullcurſcdſpawne of Serpents ſmall, 
Deformed monſters, foule, and blacke as inke, 
Which ſwarnvng all about his] did crall,. 

And him encombred ſore, but not hurtatall. 

2 
As gentle Shepheardin A euen-ride, 
When ruddy Phabns w_ to welke in weſt; 
High on an hill, his flock toviewen wide; 
Marks which doe bite theit haſty ſupper beſt; 
A cloude of combrous gnats doe him moleſt, 
All triuing to infix their feeble ſtings, 
That from their noyance he no where canreſt, 
But with his clowniſh hands their tender wings 
He druſheth oft, and oft doth max their murmuriwgs. 


24 
Thus ill beſtedd, and fearefull more of ſhame, 
Then of the certaine perill he ſtoo1 in, 
Halfe furious vnto his foe he carne, 
Reſolv'd in mindall ſuddenly to win, |. 
Or ſoone to loſe, before he once wonld lin; 
And ſtrooke at her with more then manly force, 
That from her body full of filthy fin 
He reft her hatefull head without remorſe ; 
A ſtrcame of coale black bloud forth guſhed fr6 her corſe. 


- 
Her ſcattred _ ”— as hel — 
They ſaw.ſa ing tothe ground, 
_ Jeadh zall "ih ns feare, 
Gath'rel themſclues about her body round, 
Weening their wonted entrance to haue found 
Ather wide mouth : but, becing there withſtood, 
They flocked all about her bleeding wound, 
And ſucked yp theirdying mothers blood ; 
Making her death their ife, __ her hurt their good. 


2 
That deteſtable fight him much amaz'd, 

To ſee th'vakindly Imps ofheauenaccurſt, 
Dcuourethejr dam; on whom while ſo he gaz'd, 
Having all ſatisfide their bloudy thurſt, 
Their bellies \wolne he ſawe with fulneſs burſt, 
And bowels guſhing forth : well worthy end 
Of ſuch as drunke her life, the which them nurſt; 
Now needeth him no longer labour ſpend : 


' His foes haue flaine themſclues, with whom he ſhould con- 


(tend. 


27 

His Lady, ſeeing all that chaunc't from fare, 
Approch'cinkaſte to greet his vitoriez 
And ſaid, Faire Knight, borne vader ſtare, 
Who ſee your yvanquiſhr foes before youlic : 
Well worthy be you of that Armorie, 
Wherein you haue ory wonnethis day, 
And proou'd your on a ſtrong cnemic, 
Your firſtadventure : many ſuch I pray, 

And henceforth cuer wiſh, that like ſhecend it may. 


28 
Then mounted he ypon his Steed againe, 
And with the Lady backward ſought to wend; 
That path he kept, which beaten was moſt plaine; 
Ne cuer would to any by-way bend, 
But ſtill did follow one vnto the end, 
The which at laſt out of the wood them brought. 
So, forward on his way (with God to friend) 
He paſleth forth, and new adyenture ſought; 
Long way he trauclled before he heard of ought. 


2 

Arlength they chaunc't to m—_ ypon the way 

An aged Size, in long black weeds yclad, 

His fcer all bare, his beard all hoane gray, 

And by his belt his booke he hanging had; 

Sober he ſeem'd,and very ſagely fad, 

Andto the ground his eyes werelowely bent, 

Simplein ſhewe, and voyd of malice bad, 

And all the way he prayed as he went, 
And often knock his breaft, as one that did repent, 


o 
Hee faire the Knight Calures > louring lowe; 
Who faire him quired, as that courteous was : 
And after asked him, if he did knowe 
Of any adyentures, which abroad did paſs. 
Ah my deare ſonne (quoth he) how ſhould, alaſs, 
Silly old man, that liues in hidden Cell, 
Bidding his beades all day for his treſpaſs, 
Tidings of warre and worldly trouble tell? 
With holy father fits not with ſuch things to mell. 


1 
But, if of Janger which "Wl. doth dwell, 
And home-bred cuill yedefireto heare, 
Of ſtrange man I can youtidings tell, 
That waſteth all this countrey farreand neare. 
Of ſuch (ſaid _ chiefely doe enquere, 
And _ ou well reward to ups the place, 
Jn whi wicked wighthi $ weare: 
For,to all kni Md Ig foule diſgrace, 
That ſuch a curled creatureliues fo long a ſpace. 


2. 

Farre hence (quoth he) in waſtfull wildemeſle 

His dwelling is, by which no living wight 

May cuer pile bur yn. great © 

Nay (ſaid the Lady) draweth toward night, 

And well I wote, that of yourlater fight 

Yeall forwearied be: for,what ſo ſtrong; 

But wanti ar ang pan 

The Sunne,that meaſures heauen all day long, 


A; night doth bait his teeds phe Ocean waucs —_ we 
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Then with the Sunne, take o our timely reſt, 
And with new day new worke at once begin: 
Vatroubled night (they lay) giues ell beſt. 
Right well Sir Knight ye haue adviled bin 
(Quoth then that aged man; ) the way to win 
Is wiſely to adviſe : now day is ſpexit ; 

Therefore with me ye may take vp your In 

For this ſamie night. The Knight was well content: 
So with that godly tather to his home they went. 

34 

A little lowely Hermutage ut was, 

Downe in a dale, hard by a forreſts ſide; 

Farre from reſort of people, that did pals 

Intrauell to and fro : a httle wide }. 

There was an holy Chappell cdifide, 

Whercin the Hermite duly wont to lay 

His holy things cach morne and cuentide : 

Thereby a Cryſtall ſtrearne did gently play, . 
Which from aſacred fountaine welled forth alway. 


F ; 

Arriued there, the litle Wa. they fall, 
Ne looke for cntertainement, where none was ! 
Reſt is their feaſt, and all things at their will ; 
The nobleſt mind the beſt contentment has. 
With fuire diſcourſe the cucning ſo they pals: 
For,that old man of pleaſing words bad ſtore, 
And well coulg file has tongue as ſmooth as glaſs 3 
Hetold of Saints and Popes, and;cucrmore 

He ſtrow'd an Aue-Mary after and before. 


_— z36 k bg qo 
The drouping Night thus creepeth on them faſt, 
And the (ad humour loading their eye liddes, 
As meſſenger of Morpheus on,them caſt .' ... 


Sweet ſlumbring deaw, the which-to ſleep them biddes, 


Vnto their lodgings then lus gueſts he riddes : 
Where when all drown'd in deadly fleepe he findes, 
Hee to his ſtudic goes, and there amiddes 

His Magick a 4 and arts of ſundry kindes, 


Hee ſeckes out mightie charmes,to trouble leepy mindes. 


T t- 

Then chuſing out few wy moſt horrible, 
(Lernone them read) thereof did verſes frame, 
With which, and other ſpells like tetrible, 

He bad awake black Plutoes griſly Dame, . 
And curſed heauen, and ſpakereprochefull ſhatne 
Of higheſt God, the Lord of life and light; 
A bold bad man,that dar'd to call by name 
Great Gorgon, Prince of darkneſle and dead night, 
At which Cocytus quakes, and Styx is put to flight. 
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And forth beg call'd out of . 6ſ darkneſle dread 
Legions of, Sprights, the which like little flics 
Fluttring about his euer damned head, 
Aware whereto their ſermce he applies, 

To ayde his friends, or fray his enemues : 

Of thole he choſe out rwo, the falſeſt two, 

And fitteſt for to forge true-ſeeming lyes 3 

The one of them he gaue a meſſage to, . 
Thic othet by him ſclfe Fade other worketo do. 


9. 

Hee, making ſpeedy wa P . ed a\ 

And drenghcds world of —— Fey deep, 
ToM houſe doth haſti Te : 

Anudrhebond ofthe en full feep | 

owe, where dawny doth neuer peep, 

His dwelling&;there 7 lenebes he 

Doth cuer waſh, and Cyntlya ſtill doth ſteep 

In filver deaw his euer-droupi 


-droupuig hed, -. _, i 
Whules {ad Night ouer bim her mantle black doth fpred, 


O 
Whoſe double gates he findeth locked fiſt; 
The one faire fram'd of burniſht Yhory : 
The other, all with filuer ouercaſt; 
And wakefull dogges before them farre doe lye, 
Watching to bal 1h Care ther curmy,... = 
Who oftis wont to trouble 
By them the Spright doth paſle in quietly, | 
And vnto M comes, whom drawned deep 
In drowlic fit he findes : of nothing he takes keep. 


IT . 
And more, to lull kim inhis lumber ſoft, 


Mightthere be heard : but carelefſe Quiet! 
Wrapt in eternall ſilence, fare fromehenues. ep 


42 
The meſlenger approching to him ſpake; 
Bur his waite words return'd to haumin vaiges | 
So ſound he ſlept, that nought mought him awake: 
Then rudely he him ,and with paige, 
Whereart he gan tg, : buthe againg . 
Shooke him to hard, that forced hing to ſpeake. 
As one then in adreame, whoſcdrier brace 


Is toſt with troubled fights and fancies weake,  .... 
adn rar} as co rea cas JF 
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The Spright then —_— him to wake 
An eh po p 
Of Hecate : whereat he gan to quake, .. . 
And lifting w his lumphbead, withblame 
Halfe angry, asked him forwhat hecame. 
Hither (quoth he) me Archimags 


He that the finbborne Goin ne, 
. He bids. thee to him ſend for hisintent :. -,..... 
A fir falſe dreame; that can deludethe flcepers 
an Is 
The God vbayde, and calling forth ftraightway. .. 
Adair 1s prifog darke, uw | 


Delinered it to him, and downe 1 TT: 
His heauie bs ES carke,' © - . 
Whole ſenſes all were ſtraight betumb'dand ſtarke, 


He,backe returning by the Yuonedore, - 
Lake, 


in afore. | 
; A 4. Whs 


6 THE FIRST BOOKE OF [ant. 1. 
45 He ſtaid his hand, and gan himſelfe adviſe 
Who all this while, with charmes and hidden arty, To prove his ſenſe, and temprher faigned truth, 
Had made a Lady of that other Spright, Wringing her hands in womens pittious wiſe, 
And fram'd of liquid ayre her tender parts Tho can thee weepe, to ſtirre yp gentle ruth, 
So hucly, and ſo likein all mens fight, Both for her noble bl and for korrender yourk, 


That weakerſenſe it could haucrauiſht quight 
The maker _— _ wondrous wit, 
Was nigh beguiled with ſo poodly fight: 
Herall gh whate heclad, and over it a 

Caſt a black ſtole, moſtlike to ſeeme for Yn fir. 

46 

Now, when that idle dreame was to him brought, 
Vnto that Elfin Kni ——— 
Where he flept{c , voide of ewll thought, 
And with falſe ſhewes abuſe his fantaſy, 
Inſort as he him ſchooled privily : 
And thatnew creature borne wi her due, 
Full of the makers guile, with viſage fly 
Hetaught ro imitate that Lady true, 

Whoſe ſemblance ſhe did carry vnder feigned hew. 


47 
Thus well inſtrued, to their worke they haſte, 
And comming where the mm lumber lay, 
The one vpon his hardy head him plac't, 
And made him dreame of loves and luſtfullplay, 
That nigh his manly hart did melt away, 
Bathed in wanton bliſs and wicked joy: 


Then ſeemed him his Lady by him lay, 
And to him plai i Ottns 


Her chaſt hart fag ſubdewd, to learne Dame Pleaſures toy. 


- 
And ſhee her ſelfe (of beauty ſoueraigne Queene) 
Faire Yen, ſeetm'd vnto his bed to bring 
Her, whom he waking euermore did weene 
To bethe chaſteſt lower, that ay did ring 
On earthly branch, the ter of a King ; 
Now a looſe Leman to vile ſervice bound: 
And cke the Graces ſeemed all to fing, 
Hymenis Hymen, dauncing all around, 
Whilſt freſheſt Flora her Yuic girlond crownd. 


| 
In this great paſſion of vawonted luſt, 
Or wonted feare of dooing oughratmuſs, 
He ſtarted vp, as ſeeming to muſtruſt 
Some ſecretill, or hidden foe of his : 
Lo, thete before his face his Lady is, 
Vander black ſtole biding her baited hooke, 
And as halfe bluſhi him to kiſs, 
With gentle blandifhment, and louel looke, 


Moſtlike thatvirgin true, which forher knighthimtooke. 


a 
All cleane diſmaid to ſee ſo vacouth i Gpht, 
And halfe enraged at her ſhameleſſe guiſe, 


He thought t/haue flaine her in his fierce deſpight: 


Bur haſtic heat tewpring with ſufferance wiſe, 


F1 
And ſaid, Ah Sir, my Am my loue, 
Shall I accuſe the hidden cruell Fate, 
And nughtie cauſes wrought in heauen abouc, 
For hoped loue to winne me certaine hate ? 
Yer thus perforce he bids medoe, or die. 
Die is my due: yet rue my wretched ſtate, 
You, whom my hard avenging deftinie 
Hath made iudge of my life or death indifferently. 


52 
Your owne deereſakeforc't mee at firſtto leaue 
My Fathers kingdome ; There ſhe ſtopt with tearet : 
Her ſwollen heart her ſpeech ſeem'd to bereaue, 
And then againe My weaker yeares 
Captu'd to fortune and frale worldly feares, 
Fly to your faith for ſuccour and ſureayde: 
Ler me not die in languor and long teares. 
Why Dame (quoth he) what hath yerhus diſmaid? 
What frayes ye, that were wontto comfort me affraid? 


Loue of your ſelfe, ſhee ſaid? and deere conftraint 
Lets me notfleepe, but waſte the wearic night 
In ſecret anguiſh and ynpirtied plaint, 
Whulſt you n careleſle fleepe are drowned quite. 
Her doubtfull words made that redoubred Knight 
Suſpe& her truth : yer fith n'yntruth hee knew, 
Her fawniog loue with foule di{dainefull ſpight 
He would not ſhend, butſaid, Deare dane; Irew, 
Tharfor my ſake ynknowne ſuch griefe ynto you grew. 


: 54 
Aſſure your ſelfe, it fell not all togroundz 
For all ſo deare as life is to my hart, 
I deeme yourloue, and hold me to you bound; 
Ne let vaine feares procure your needleſs ſmart, 
Where cauſe is none, butto yourreſt 
Nox all content, yetſeem'd ſhe ro —, 
Her mournefull plaints, ed of her art, 
And fed with words that could not chuſe bur pleaſe; 
So lliding ſoftly forth, ſhe turn'd as to her caſe. 
»1 
Long after lay he at her mood, 
Much pgrieu'd to that gentle Darhe ſo light, 
For whoſe defence he was to ſhed his blood. 
Ar laſt dull wearinefle of former fight 
Hauihg yrockt a lcepe his irkeſome fright, 
That troublous dreame gan freſhly toſs his braine, 
With bowres, and beds, and Ladies dearedelight: 
But when he ſaw his labour all was vaine, 
With that tnisformed ſpright he back return'd againe. 


——_— 
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The guilefull great REFER parts 
The Redcroſſe Knight from Truth: 


Info whoſe ſtead faire falſhood ſteps, 


And workes him ao ruth. 
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SED ET Y this,the Northern wagotier had ſet 
Sy His ſcuenfold reme behind the ſtedfaſt ſtar, 
That was in Ocean waues yet never wet, 
But firme is fixt, and ſendeth light from far 
To all, that in the wide deep wandring are: 
And pwn Chaunticlere with his note ſhrill 
H1d warned once, that Pharbus fiery carre 
In haſte was climbi the Eaſterne hull, 
Full envious that nights Tong his roome did fill ; 


When thoſe accurſed fo of hell, 
That feigning dreame, and that Faite-forged Spright 
Came to their wicked maiſter, and gan Mi 
Their booteleſle paines, and ill ſucceeding night: 
Who, all in rage to ſee his skilfull might 
Deluded fo, = threaten hell:ſh paine 
And ſad Proſerpines wrath, them to 2ffright: 
But when he (awe his threatning was but yaine, 
He caſt abour, and ſcarchrt ” balefull bookes againe. 


Efrſoones he tooke that WE fure, 
And that falſe other Spright, on whom he ſpred 
A ſceming body of the ſubrile are, 
Lake a young Squire, in loues arid luſty-hed 
His wanton dayes that cuer looſely led, 
Without regard of armes and dreaded fi he: 
Thoſe two he tooke ; and in a ſecret bed, 
Couer'd with darkneſſe and miſdeer ht; 
Them both together laid, to ioy in vaine p 


Forthwith he runnes with Kioned Faithfull haſte 
Vnto his gueſt, who after troublous ſights 
And dreames, gan now totake more {ound repaſt; 
Whom fuddenly he wakes with fearefull frights, 
As one agaſt with fiends or damned hes, 
Andtohum calls, Riſe, riſe vahappy Swaine, 
That heere wex old in ſleepe, whiles wicked wights 
Haue knit themſelues in Yenws ſhamefull chane; 
Gome; {ce where your falſe Lady doth her honour ſtaine. 
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All in amaze he ſuddenly ere 
With ſword in hand, and with the old man went; 
Who ſoone him brought into a ſecret -A . 
Where that falſe couple werefull clo 
Tn wanton luſt and lewd ph ens 1 
Which when he ſaw, he burnt with icalous fire, 
Theeye of reaſon was with rage yblent, 
And would h2ue flune them 1a hs furious ires 
But hardly was rettreined = that aged Sire, 


Returning to his bedi in h_ 
And bitter anguiſh uric fight, 
He could not reſt, _— 7 is —_ were 
And waſte his inward gall with deepe delpi 
Yrkeſome of life, —— long is 
Arlaſt faire He _ higheſt _ dawning lghk 
Had ſpent his Lampe, 
Then vp he roſe, Fe clad ws 


The Dwarte him brought - ſeed: lobe away do flie. 


Now when the roh-fnged ——_—_ 


Weary of age aRparyen _ row 

_ | me X ler deawy aire, 

h hils Titan diſcouered, 

— ro n ſhooke off drowſy-hed, 

And rifing for out of her baſer bowre, 

Lookt for her t, who far away was fled, 

And for her Dwarte, that wont to waiteach howrez. 
Then gan ſhe wale As to ſcethat wofull ſtowre. 


And afterhim ſhe rodeivith ſo much ſpeede 
As her flowe beaſt could make; butallinvaine: 
For him ſo far had borne his light-footſteed, 
Pricked with wrath and fieric diſdaine, 
That him to follow was but fruitlefle paine ; * 
Yetſhe her weary limbes would neuerreſt, |, 
But euery bull and dale, each wood and Plaine 
Did ſearch, fore in her beeft, 
Heſo vogently lef3 her, whom belt. 
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Butſubtile Ardbinegs, whe his gueſts 
He ſaw divided into double parts, 
And Yna vvandring in woods and forreſts, 
Th'endofhis drift, hepraifd his diueliſh arts, 
That had ſuch might ouertrue meaning harts ; 
Yetreſts notſo, butother meanes doth make, 
How he may worke vnto her further ſmarts : 
For her he hated as the hiſſing ſnake, 

And in her many troubles did moſt pleaſure take, 


10 
He then deviſde himſelfe how to diſguiſe; 
For by his mighty Science he bow. take 
As many formes and ſhapes in ſeeming wiſe, 
As cuer Proteus to hinalelfe could make : 
Somerime a fowle, ſometime a fiſhin lake, 
Now likea fox, now like a dragon fell, 
That of himſclte he oft for feare would quake, 
And oftwould flie away. O: who can tell 
The hidden power of hearbes, & might of Magick (pell? 
I 


I 

But now ſeem'd beſt, the own toput on 

Of that good Kmghr, his late beguiled gueſt : 

In mighty armes he was yclad anon, 

And filver ſhield: vpon his coward breſt 

A bloudy crofle ; and on his craven creſt 

A bunch of hairesdiſcolourd diverſly : 

Full iolly knight he ſeemde, and well addreſt, 

And when hefate vpon his courler tree, 
Samt George himlelfe yee would haue deemed him to be. 


12 

But he,the knight, whoſe ſemblance he did beare, 
The true Saint George, was wandred far away, 
Still fiying from his thoughts and jealous feare 3 
Will was his guide, and griefe led him aſtray. 
Atlaſt him chaunc'tto mectvpon the way 
A faithleſſe Sarazin, allarm'dto point, 
In whoſe great ſhicld was writ with letters gay 
Sans Foy : Full large of hmbe and euery 1oint 

He was, and cared notfor God or man a point. 


1 
He had a faire companion ofhis Way, 
A goodly Lady, clad in ſcarlotred, 
Purfled with gold andpearle of rich aſlay, 
And like a Perſian mitre on her head 
She wore, with crownes and owches garniſhed, 
The which her laviſh lovers to her gaue 3 
Her wanton palfrey all was __—_ 
i 


With tinſell Trappinge, woven like a waue, 
Whoſe bridle rung with golden bells, and boſſes braue 
ang 


4 
With faire difport and courting dalliance 
Shee entertaind her lover all the way : 
But when ſhe taw the knight his ſpeare advance, 
She ſoone left off her mirth and wanton Phys 
And bad her knight addreſſe him to the 
His foe was nigh athand. He, _ with pride 
And hope to winne his Ladics heart that day, 
Forth ſpurredf:ſt : adowne his courſers fide 
The red bloud,tricklingſtaind the way as he did ride. 


5 
The knight ofthe Red-croſſe when him he ſpide, 
Spumng ſo hote with rage diſpighteous, 
Ganfarrely couch his ſpeare, and towards ride: 
Soone meete they da both fell and furious, 
Thar daunted with their forces hideous, 
Theirſteeds doe ſtagger, and amazed ſtand, 
And eke themſelues toorudely rigorous, 
Aſtonied with the ſtroke of therr owne hand, 
Doe backe rebur, and each to other yeclderh land, 
16 


As when two rammes, ſtird with ambitious pride, 
Fight for the rule of the rich fleeced flock, 
Their horned fronts ſo fierce on either fide 
Doe meet, that with the terror of the ſhock 
Aſtonied, both ftand ſenſeleſle as a block, 
—_— ofthe hanging viRtory : 

So {toode theſe twaine, vamoouedas a rock, 
Both ſtaring fierce, and holding idlely 
The broken reliques of their former cruelty. 


17 

The Sara%n ſore daunted with the buffe, 

Snatcheth his ſword, and fiercely to him flies ; 

Who well it wards,and quiteth cuff with cuff: 

Each others equallpuiſſaunce eres, 

oo _— eiriron fides with cruelties 

oes leeke toperce : repining courage yiclds 

No footeto a The fiſhing erties n 

As from aforge out of their burning ſhields, 
And ſtreames vr er bloud new die the yerdant fields, 


18 
Curſe onthat Crofle (quoth thenthe Sarazn) 
That keepes thy body from the bitter fit; 
Dead long ygoe | wote thou haddeſt bin, 
Had notthat charme from thee forwarned it : 
But yet I warnethee now aſſured ſit, 
And hudethy head. There-with vpon his creſt 
Withrigour ſo outrag:oushe ſmit, | 
That a large ſhare it hew'd out of the reſt, 
And glaſicing down his ſhield, fr6 blame him fairely bleſt. 


I 
Who thereat wondrous wroth , the ſleeping ſpark 
Of nate verrue gan eftſoones reviue, 
And at his haughtie helmet making mark, 
So hugely ſtrooke, that it the ſteele didriue, 
And cleft his head. He,tumbling dawne abue, 
With bloudy mouth his mother earth did kiſs, 
Greeting his graue : his grudging ghoſt did ſtriue 
With the fraile fleſh; atlaſt it flittedis, 
Whither the ſoulcs doe flie of men, thatliue amiſs. 


20 

The Lady, when ſhe ſaw her champion fall, 

Like the old ruines of a broken towre, 

Staid not to waile his woefull funeral, 

Burfrom him fled away with all her powre; 

Who after her as haſtily gan {cowre, 

Bidding the Dwarte with him to bring away 

The _ ſhield, figreof the conquerour. 

Her ſoone he ouertooke, and bad to ſtay ; 
For preſent cauſe was none of dread, her to diſmay. _ *& 
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She turning backe with ruefull countenance, 
Cryde, Mercy,mercy Sir vouchlafe to ſhowe 
On filly Dame, ſubieQto hard miſchance, 
And to your mighty will. Her humbleſſc lowe, 
In fo rich weeds and ſeeming glorious ſhowe, 
Did much emmoue his ſtoutheroicke hearr, 
And ſayd ; deare Dame, your ſuddein ouerthrowe 
Much rueth me: but now put feare apart, 
And tell, both who ye be, and who that took your part. 
22 
Melting in teares, then gan ſhe thus lament; 
The wretched woman, whom vnhappy howre 
Hath now made thrall to your commandement, 
Before that angry heauens liſt to lowre, 
And fortune falſe berraide me to your powre, 
Was (O, what now aualeth that I was : ) 
Borne theſoledaughterof an Emperour, 
He thatthe wide Weſt vnder his rule bas, 
And high hath ſet his throne, where Tibers doth paſs. 


2 
He in the firſt lowre of my Feſheſt age, 
Betrothed me vnto the onely heire 
Of a moſt mighty King, molt rich and ſage ; 
Was neuer Prince (o faithfull and ſo faire; 
Was neuer Prince ſo meek and debonaire : 
But ere my hoped day of ſpoulall ſhone, 
My deareſt Lord fell trom high honours ſtaire, 
Into the hands of his accurſed fone, 
And cruelly was laine : thatſhall I cuer mone. 


24 

His bleſſed body, ſpoild of lively breath, 

Was afterward, | knowe not how, conuaid 

And fro me hid : of whoſe moſt innocent death 

When ridings came to me vnhappy mayd, 

O, how greatſorrow my (ad ſoule aſſayd: 

Then forth I went, his woefull corſe to finde; 

And many yeares throughout the world I ſtrayd, 

A virgin widow: whoſe , wounded minde 
With loue, long time did languiſh as the (triken hinde. 


2 
Atlaſt, it chaunced this od Sara%in 
To meet me wandring: who perforcemeled 
With him-away, but yet could neuer win 
The Fort, that Ladies hold in ſoucraigne dread. 
There hes he now with foule dishonour dead, 
Who whiles he liv'de, was calledproud Sans foy, 
Theeldeſt of three brethren,all three bred 
Of one bad fire, whoſe youngeſt is Sans ioy, 
Andtwixtthem both was borne 
26 
In this ſad plight, friendleſle, vofortunare, 
Now muſcrable I Fideſſe dwell, 
Crauing of you inputy of my ſtate, 
Todo none ill, if pleaſe yenot do well, 
He in great paſſion all this while did dwell, 
More bafyia his quicke eyes, herface to view, 


Then his dulleares, to heare what ſhe didrell; 
And ſayd; Faire Lady,heart of flint would rew, 
The vndeſerued woes and ſorrowes, which ye ſhew. 


bloudy bold Sens loy. 
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Henceforth in ſafe aſſurance may yereſt, 

Having both found a new friend you to ayde, 

Andloſtan old foe, that did you moleſt: 

Better new friend then an old foe is faid. 

With change of cheare, the ſceming ſimple maid 

=_ vida nos — tothe earth; 

| ing ſoft, in that ſhe nought gain-faid. 

So forth they rode, he faining "QC _rtry 

And ſhe coy lookes : ſo, Dainty they ſay maketh derth. 
28 


Long time they thus together trauciled; 
Till weary of their way, they came at laſt, 
Where grew two goodly trees, that faire did ſpred 
Theirarmes abroad, with gray mofle ouer-calt ; 
And their greene leaues trembling with ecuery blaſt, 
Made a calme ſhadowefar in compaſſe inhad : 
The fearefull Shepheard often thereaghaſt 
Vnderthem neuer ſat, ne wont thereſound 


His merry oaten pipe, but ſhund th'ynlucky ground. 
. 2 


But this good Knight, ſoon - hethem gan ſpie, 

For the coole ſhadow thither haſt ly got : 

For,golden Phaxbus now that mounted hic, 

From fiery wheeles of his faire chariot, 

Hurled his beame ſo ſcorching cruell hot, 

That liuing creature mote it not abide; 

And his new Lady itendured nor. 

Therethey alight, in hope themſclues to hide 
From the fierce heat, and reſt their weary limbs a tide. 


) 

Faire ſcemely pleaſance __ to other makes; 

With goodly purpoſes there as they fir: 

And in hisfalſed fancy he her takes 

To bethe faireſt wight, tharliued yit; 

Which to expreſle ,he bends his gentlewit: 

And thinking of thoſgbranches greene toframe 

A girlondfor her daitry forhead fit, 

He pluckta bough ; out of whole rift there came 
Small drops of gory bloud , that tricklcd downetheſame. 


1 
Therewith apitious velingen ce was heard, 
A mee + dsto teare 
My tender fides in this roughryndeembard: 
But fly, ah fly far hence/away, for feare 
Leaft to you hap, that ro me here, 
And to his wretched Lady, my deareLoue 
Otoo deareloue! loue twith death to deare. 
Aſtond he ſtood, and vp his haire did houe, 
And with that ſuddein horror could no member move. 


2 
At laſt, when-as the dreadfallpaſſion 
Was ouer-paſt, and manhood well awake: 


Heyry mon 0g 

And doubting much his ſenſe, he thus beſpake ; 
Whatvoice of damned from Limbo lake, 
Orguilefull ſpright wandring in empry ayre 
(Both which traile men doe mes miſtake) 


Sendsto my doubtfull cares theſe $rare, 
Andruefull pins mebiding gull boulro puree 
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Then groning deep, Nor | « Me ghoſt, quoth he, 


Nor guiletull ſprite to thee theſe words doth ſpeake; 


But once a man, Fradwbio, now a tree : 


Wretched man, wretched tree ;whole nature weake, 


A cruell witch her curſed will to wreake, 
Haththus transformd, and plac't in open Plaines, 
Where Boreas doth blowe full bitter bleake, 

And ſcorching Sunne does dry my ſecret vaines : 


For, though a tree I ſceme, yet cold and heat mepaines. 


34 
Say on Fradubio then, or man, or tree, 


Quoth then the Knighr,by whoſe miſchicuous arts 


Artthou misſhaped thus, as now I ſee? 

He oft finds med'cine, who his griefte imparts; 
But double griefs afflict concealing hearts, 

As raging flames who ſtriueth to ſuppreſle. 
The author then, ſay4he, of all my {marts, 

Is one Dueſſaafalle forcereſle, 


That many errantknigh's hath broughtto wretchedneſle. 


. 35 

Inprime of youthly yeares, when courage hot 
Thefire of louc and ioy of cheualree 
Firſt kindledin m bref ;it was my lot 
Toloue this gentle Lady whom ye ſec, ' 
Now notaEady, buta ſeeming tree 
With whom as once I rode accompanide, 
Me chaunced of a knight encountred bee, 
That had alike faire Lady by his fide; 

Like a faire Lady, but did fowle Dueſſ« hide. 


6 
Whoſe forged beauty he FH take in hand, 
All other Dames to haue exceeded farre: 
T in defence of mine did likewiſe ſtand; 
Mine, that did then ſhine as the Morning ſturre: 
So, bothto barttell fierce arraunged arre; 
In which his harderfortune was to fall 
Vander my ſpeare: ſuch is the dy of ware: 
His Lady, Icftas a priſe martiall, 
Did yield her comcly perſon, to be at my call. 


7 
So doubly lov'd of Ladies Se faire, 
1 h'one ſeeming ſuch, the other ſuch indeed, 
One day in doubt 1 caſt for to compare, 
Whether in beauties glory did exceede; 
A Roſy girlond was the Viftors meede : 
Both ſcemde to win; and both ſeemde won to bee, 
So hard the diſcord was to beagreede. 
Freliſſa was as Faire, as faire mote bee: 
And euer falfe Dueſſa ſeemd as faire as ſhee. 


R 
The wicked witch now 'W. all this while 
Thedoubttfull ballance equally to ſway, 
What not by right, ſhe caſt to win by guile, 
And by ber hel ſcience raid ſtreight way 


A foggy miſt, that ouer-caſt the day, 
Andadull blaſt; that breathing on her face, 
Dimmed her former beauties ſhining ray, 
And with foule vgly forme did her diſgrace: 
Then was ſhe faire alone, when none was faire in place. 


Then cride ſhe our, Phy, a, deformed wight, 
Whoſe borrowed beauty now appeareth plaine 
To have before bewitched all mens fight; 
Oleaue her ſoone, or let her ſoone be laine. 
Her loathly viſage viewing with diſdaine, 
Eftſoones I thought her ſuch, as ſhe me told, 
And would haue kild her; but, with fained paine, 
The falſe witch did my wrathfull hand with-hold : 

So left her, where ſhe now is turnd to treen mould. 


s) 
Thenceforth I took Dueſſa fe my Dame, 
And in the witch vnweening ioyd long times 
Ne euer wiſt, but that ſhe was the ſame ; 
Till on a day (thatday is euery Prime, 
When witches wontdo penance for their crime) 
I chaunc't to ſec herin herproper hew, 
Bathing herſelfc in origane and thyme: 
A filthy foule old woman [ did view, 
Thar euerto hauc toucht her, I did deadly rew. 
41 
Her neather parts misſhapen, monſtruous, 
Were hid in water, that I could not ſee: 
Butthey did ſeeme more foule and hideous, 
Then womans ſhape man would belceue to be, 
Thenceforth from her moſt beaſtly companic 
I gan refraine, in mindeto ſlip away, 
Sooneas appeard ſafe opportunity : 
For, danger great, if notaſſur'd decay, 
I ſawe before mine eyes, if I were knowne to ſtray, 


42 
The diucliſh hag by changes of my cheare | 
Perceiv'd my thought; and drownd in ſleepy night, 
With wicked hearbes and ointments did belmeare 
My body all, through charmes and magicke might ; 
That all my ſenſes were bereaued quight : 
Then brought ſhe me ito this delert waſte, 
Andby my wretched Louers fide me pight; 
Where now inclo{de in wooden wals f falt, 
Baniſht from living wights, our weary daycs we waſte. 


| 4 

But how long time, ſayd as the Elfin Knight, 

Are you in this misformed houſe to dwell? 

We may not change, quoth he, this cuill plight, 

Till we be bathed in aliuing Well; 

That 1s theterme vreſcaibet by the ſpell. 

O! how, ſayd he, mote I that well our-finde, 

That may reſtore you to your wonted well 2 

Time and ſuffiſed fates to former kind 
Shall vs reſtore: none elſe from hence may vs vobinde. 


44 
The falſe Dueſſa, now Fideſſa bight, 
Heard how in vaine Fradabio Hid lament, 
And knew well all was true. But the good knight 
Full of {ad feareand ghaſtly dreriment, 
When allthis ſpeech the living tree had ſpent, 
The bleeding bongh didthruſt into the ground, 
Thartfromthe bloud he might be innocent, 
And with freſh clay did cloſe the wooden wound : 
Then turning to his Lady, dead with feare her found, _ 
a 
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Her ſeeming dead he found with feigned feare, 
As all vnweeting of that well ſhe knew, 
And paind himlelfe with bufie care to reare 
Her out of carelefſe fwounc. Her eylids blew 


And dimmed fight, with pale and deadly hew, 
Atlaſt ſhe gan vp-lift : with trembling cheare 
Her vp hetooke, too fimple and too true, 
And oft her kift. Arlength, all paſſed feare, 


He ſet her on her ſteede, and forward forth did beare. 
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and makes the Lyon mylde, 
Marres blind Devotions mart,& fall's 


in hand of leachour vilde. 
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Or through alleageance and 
Which I doe owe vnto all womankind, 


Feele my heart pearc't with ſo great agony 
When ſuch ſee, = all for pitne 1 w—_ die. 


2 
And now it is empaſſioned fo deepe, 
For faireſt Ynaes lake, of whom I ſing, 


That my fraile eyes theſe lines with teares doe ſteepe, 
To thinke how ſhee through guilefull handeling, 
Though true as touch, though daughter of a King, 


Though faire as cuer tiuing _ wasfaire, 
Though nor inword nor deed ill menting, 


Is from her knight divorced in deſpaire 


And her due loues deriu'd to that vile witches ſhare. 


Yet ſhee moſt Faithfull Lady all this while 
Forſaken, wofull, ſolitary maid 
Farre from all peoples preale, as in exile, 
In wilderneſfle and waſtfull deſerts ſtrad, 
Toſeeke her knight; who, ſubtilly betraid 
Through that late viſion, which Ki 
Had her abandond. Shee of nought affraid, 


Through woods and waſtneſſe wide him daily ſought; 
Yet wiſhed tydings none of himvnto her brought. 


4 
One day, nigh weary of the wkeſome way, 
From her vnhaſtie beaſt ſhe did alight, 
And on the grafle her dainty limbs did lay 
In ſecres ſhadow, farre fromall mens fight: 
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Se 0.4 Oughtis there vnder heau'ns wide holownes 
}ALD That moues more deare c6paſſion of mind, 
The beury brought t'vnworthy wretchednes 
4 By Envies ſnares,or Fortunes freaks vakind : 
"I whether lately throgh her brighrnes blind, 
| rk fealtic, 


'Enchaſiter wrought, 


=P 
From her faire head her fillet ſhe yndight, 
And laid her ſtole afide. Her angels face 
As the preat eye of heauen ſhined bright, 
And made a ſunſhine in the ſhadieplace; 
Did neuer mortall eye behold ſuch heaucnly grace. 


1 

It forruned, out of the thickeſt wood 
A ramping Lyon ruſhed ſuddainly, 
Hunting full greedy after ſalvage blood; 
Soone as the ___ rgin he did ſpy, 
With gaping mouthar her ran greedily, 
To Las _—_ deuour'd her a : 
Butto the pray when as he drew morenie, 


His bloody rage aſſwaged with remorſe; 


| And with the fight amaz'd, forgat his furious force. 
6 


In ſtead thereof he kiſt her wearie feet, 
And lickt her lilly hands with fawning tongue, 
As hee her wronged innocence did weet. 
O! how can beauty maiſter the moſtſtrong, 
And fimple truth ſubdue avenging wrong ! - 
Whole yeclded pride, and proude ſubruffion, 
Still dreading death, when ſhe had marked long, 
Her heart gan melt in great compaſſion, 

And drizling teares did ſhed for pure aftetion. 


7 
The Lyon Lord of cuery beaſtin field, 
Quoth ſhe, his princely puiſlance doth abate, 
And mi _orerw to humble weake does yield, 
Forgertfull of the hungry rage, which late 
Him prickt, in patty of my fad eſtate : 
But he my Lyon, and my noble Lord, 
How does he find in cruell heart to hate 
Her that him lov'd,and cuer moſt ador'd, 
As the God of my life? why hath he meabhord ? 
B. 
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Redounding teares did choke th'end of her plaint, 
Which ſoftly ecchocd from the nezghbour wood ; 
And ſad to foe her ſorrowfull conſtraint, 
The kingly beaſtypon her gazing ſtood ; 
With pitty calmd, downe fell has angry mood. 
Arlaſt, in cloſe heart ſhutting vp her paine, 
Arolethe virgin borne of heaucnly brood, 
And to herſnowy Palfrey got againe, 

To leckeher ſtraied Champion,if ſhe might attaine. 


TheLyon would not jeme her deſolate, 

But with her wentalong, as a ſtrong gard 

Ofher chaſt perſon, and a fai mate 

Of her ſad troubles and misfortunes hard : 

Still when ſhe ſlept, he keptboth watch and ward; 

And when ſhe wak't, he waited diligent, 

With humble ſeruice to her will prepar'd : 

From her faire eyes he tooke commaundement, 
And cuerby her lookes conceiucd her inten. 


10 
Long ſhee thus trauciled through deſerts wide, 
By which ſhe thought her wandring knight ſhould paſs, 
Yer neuer ſhew of living wight eſpide; 
Tl! that at length ſhe found the troden graſs, 
In which the tradt of peoples footing was, 
Vnder the ſtcepe foot of a mountaine hore ; 
The {ame ſhe tollowes, till at laſt ſhe has 
A damzell ſpide, flowe footing her before, 
That on herſhoulders {ad a pot of water bore. 
Il 
To whom approching, ſhee to her gan call, 
To weet, if dwelling place were nigh at hand; 
But the rude wench her anſwer'd noughtart all, 
She could not heare, norſpeake, nor ynderſtand ; 
Tillſceing by her fide the Lyon ſtand, 
With ſuddaine feare her pitcher downe ſhe threw, 
And fled away : for neuer in that land 
Face of faire Lady ſhe before did view, 
And that dread Lyons looke her caſt in deadly bew. 


I2 
Full faſt ſhe fled, ne euer lookt behind, 
As if herlifevpon the wager lay ; 
And home ſhee came, where as her mother blind 
Sate in eternall night : nought could ſhe ſay; 
But ſuddaine catching hold, did her diſmay 
With quaking hands, and other fignes of feare : 
Who ful of gaſtly frightand cold affray, 
Gan ſhut thedore. By this arriued there 
Dame Yna, weary Dame, and entrance didrequere. 


: I2 
Which when none veelded, her vnruly Page 
With his rude clawes the wicket openrent, 
And lether in; where of his cruell rage 
Nigh dead with fearc, and faintaſtomihment, 
She found them both in darkſome corner pent; 
Where that old woman day and night did pray 
Vpon hcr beades deuoutly penitent; 
Nine hundred Pater noſters eucry day, 
And thrice ninc hundred Aves ſheewas wont to fay. 


I4 
And ro augment her painefull ce more, 
euros —_— in he? the did fir, 
And nexther wrinkled skin rough (ackcloth wore, 
And thricethree times did faſt fromany bir: 
But now for feare her beades the did forget. 
Whoſe necdlefſe dread for to remoue away, 
_ _ _ words and count'nance fit : 
Which hardly doen, at length ſhe gan them . 
Thatin their dn {mall, nigh ſhereſt by _ 
I 
The day is ſpent, and mand drowſic night, 
When cuery creature ſhrowded is in ſleepe; 
Sad Yna downe her layes in wearie plight, 
And at her feetthe Lyon watch doth keepe: 
In ſtead of reſt, ſhe does lament, and wee 
For the late lofle of her deare loued kni | 
And fighes, and grones, and eucrmore Va ſeepe 
Her tender brealt in bitter teares all night, 
All night ſhe thinks too long, and often lookes for light. 
16 


Now when Aldeboran was mounted hic 
Aboue the ſhinie Caſſiopeias chaire, 
And all in deadly ſleep did drowned lie, 
One knocked at thedore, and in would farez 
He knocked faſt, and often curſt, and ſware, 
Thatreadie entrance was not at his call : 
For on his back a heauie load he bare 
Of nightly ſtelths, and pillage ſeuerall, 
Which hee had pgotabroad by purchaſe criminall. 


17 

Hee was to weet aſtout and fturdie thiefe, 
Wont to rob Churches of their ornaments, 
And poore mens boxes of their due relicfe, 
Which giuen was to them for goodintents; 
The holy Saints of their rich yeſtuments 
He did diſrobe, when all men carcleſle lept, 
And ſpoild the Prieſts of their habiliments, 
Whiles none the holy things in ſafety kept ; 


.. Then heby cunning ſlezghts1nat the window crept. 
; 18 


And all that he by right or wrong could find, 
Vnto this houſe he brought, and did beſtowe 
Vpon the daughter of this woman blind, 
Abeſſa, daughter of Corcecaſlowe, 
With whom he whoredome ys'd, that few did knowe, 
And fed her fat with feaſt of offerings, 
Andplenty, which inall the land did growe: 
Neſpared he to giue her gold and rings, 
And now he to her brou ght part of his ſtollen things, 


I 

Thus, long the dore with rage and threars he bet, 

Yet of thoſe ftearefull women none durſt riſe, 

The Lyon os them, him into let : 

He would no longer ſtay him to adviſe, 

But open breakes the dore in furious wile, 

And entring is ; when that diſdainfull beaſt 

Encountring fierce, him ſuddaine doth ſurprize, 

And ſeizing cruell clawes ontrembling breſt, 
Vader his Lordly foot hum proudly hath luppreft. 
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Him booteth not reſiſt, nor ſuccour call, 

His bleeding heart is inthe vengers hand, 

Who ſtraight him rent in thouſand peeces ſmall, 

And quite d1ſ{membred hath : the thirſtie land 

Drunke vp his life ; has corſc left on the ſtrand. 

His fearetull friends weare out the wofull rught, 

Ne dare to weepe, nor {eeme to vnderſtand 

The heauic hap which on thems alight, 
Afﬀraid,leaſt to themſclues the like mishappen mighs. 


21 
Now when broad day the world diſcouered has, 
Vp Ynarole, vp role the Lyon eke, 
And on their former iourney forward paſs, 
In waies vnknowne, her wandring kmghtto ſecke, 


With paines farre paſſing thatlong wandring Greeks, 


Thatfor his louc refuſed deinie ; 
Such were the labours of this Lady mecke, 
Still ſeeking him, that from her ſtill did flie, 


Then furtheſt from her hope, when moſt ſhee weened nic. 


22 

Sooneas ſhee parted thence, the fearefull rwaine, 
That blind old woman and her daughter deare 

ame forth, and finding Kirkrapine there ſlaine, 

For anguiſh great they gan torend their hare, 
And beat their breaſts, and naked fleſh to teare. 
And when they both had weptand waild their fill, 
Then forth they ranne like two amazed Deere, 
Halfe mad through malice, and revenging will, 

Tofollow her, that was the cauler of theur al” 


23 

Whom overtaking, they gan loudly bray, 

With hollow howling, and lamenting cry, 

Shamefully at her ruling alltheway, 

And her accuſing of diſhoneſtie, 

That was the flowre of faith and chaſtine; 

And ſtill arnieſt her rayling, the didpray, 

Thatplagues, and milchicts, and long miſery 
Might fall on her, andfollow all the way, 
And "Ar endlefle crrour ſhe might eucr ſtray. 


24 

But when ſhee ſaw her prayers noughtpreuaile, 
She back returned with ſome labour loſt; 
And in the way, as ſhee did weepe and waile, 
A kmght her met in mighty armes emboſt, 
Yerknightwas not for all his bragging boſt, 
But ſubtill Archimag, that Ynaſought 
By traines into new troubles to haue toſt : 
Ofthat old woman tydings he beſoughr, 

If that of luch a Lady ſhe could tellen ought. 


25 
There-with ſhe gan her paſſion torenew, 
And cry, and curſe,andraile,and rend herhairgy 
Saying, that harlot ſhee too lately knew, 
That cauſd her ſhed ſo many a batter teare, 
And fo forthtold the ſtory of her feare: 
Much ſeemed he to mone her hapleſle chaunce, 
And after, for that Lady did inquere; 
Which beeing he, heforward gan adraunce 


His faire cnchaunted ekc his charmed launce. 


26 
Erclong hecame where Ynatrauul'd owe, 
And that wilde Champion wayting her beſide : 
Whom ſeeing ſuch, for dread he durſt not ſhowe 
Himſelfe roo nigh at hand, but turned wide 
Vato an hill; from whence when ſhe him ſpide, 
his like ſeeming ſhield, her knight by name 
Shee weend it was, and towards ham gan ride : 
Approching nigh, ſhe wiſtit was the fame, 
And with faire fearcfull humbleſſe towards him ſhe camg 


27 
And weeping (aid, Ah my long lacked Lord, 
Where haue yee been thus long our of my ſight} 
Much feared I to haue been quite abhord, 
Or ought haue done, that yee diſpleaſen might, 
Thar ſhould as death vnto my deare heart light : 
For ſince mine eye your ioyous fight did mals, 
My cheerfull day is turn'd to cheerlefle night, 
And cke my might of death the ſhadow is ; 
But welcome now my light, and ſhining lamp of bliG, 
28 . 


Hee thereto meeting, ſaid, My deareſt Dame, 
Farre be it from your thought, and fro my will, 
To think thatknighthood I ſo much ſhould ſhame, 
As you to leaue, that haue mee loued ſhill, 
And choſe in Faery Court of meere good will, 
Where nobleſt knights were to be found on earth * 
Theearth ſhall ſooner leaue her kindely skill 
To bring forth frwt, and makeer dearth, 
Then Ileaue you, mylife, yborne of heauenly births 


29 
And ſoothtoſay, why Tleft youſolong, 
Was for to feeke adventure in ſtrange place, 
Where Archimago {ud afelon ſtro 
To Knights did daily worke diſgrace; 
But knight he now ſhall nencr more deface : 
Good caule of mine excuſe; thatmoteye pleaſe 
Well ro accept, and euermore embrace 
My fathfull ſeruice, thatby land and ſeas 
Haue vow'd you todefend, now then your plaint appeaſe. 


0 
His loucly words her ſeem due recompence 
Of all her paſſed paines : one louing howre 
For many yeeres of ſorrow candilpence : 
Adram of ſweet is worth a pound of fowre : 
She had forgot, how many a wofull ſtowre 
For him ſhelate endur'd; ſhee ſpeakes no more 
Ofpaſt : true is, that true loue hath no powre 
Tolooken back; his eyes be fixt before. 
Before her ſtands her knight, for whom ſhe toyld fo ſore. 


I 

Much like, 2s when the "M.:- Mrinere, 

Tharlong hath wandred in the Ocean wide, 

Ott ſouſt1n ſwelling Tethys altiſh teare, 

And long time hawng tand his tawney hide 

With bluſtring breath of heauen, that none can bide, 

And ſcorching flames of fierce Orions hound, 

Sooneas the portfrom farre he has efpide, 

His cheertfull whiſtle merrily doth ſound, (round: 
And Nerews crownes with cups; his mates him pledge a- 
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Such ioy made Yna, when fer Knight ſhe found ; 
Andeketh'enchaunter ioyous leemd no lefle 
Then the glad Murchanr, that does view from ground 
His ſhip farre come from watrie wilderneſle; 
He heckes out yowes, and Neptune oft doth bleſlc : 
So forth they paſt, and all the way they (| 
Diſcourſing of her dreadfull late diſtrefle, 
In which heaskt her, whatthe Lyonment: 
Who told, her all that fell in journey as ſhe went 


They had not ridden "0, . Bok they might ee 
One pricking towards them with , wy 
Full ſtrongly arm'd, and on a courler free 
That through his fierceneſle fomed all with ſweat, 
And the ſharp iron did for anger eat, 
When his hotriderſpurr'd his chaufted fide ; 
His looke was ſterne, and {ſeemed ſtill to threat 
Cruell revenge, which he in hart did hide, 

And on his ſhield Sans loy in bloudic lines was dide. 


When nigh he drew vato is entle paire, 
And ſaw the Red-crofle, which the Knight did beare, 
He burnt in fire, and gan eftſoones prepare 
Himſelfe to battell with his couched ſpeare. 
Loth was that other, and did faint through feare 
To taſte th'yntryed dint of deadly ſteele 3 
But yet his Lady did fo well him cheare, 
That hope of new good hap he gan to feele; 

So bent his ſpeare, and {ſp his horſe with iron heele. 

35 

But that proude Paynim forward came fo fierce, 
Andfull of wank, that with his ſharp-head ſpeare 
Through vainely crofled ſhield he quite did pierce; 
And, had his ſtaggering ſteed notſhrunke for feare, 
Through ſhield body cke he ſhould him beare: 
Yet ſo great was the puiſlance of his puſh, 
That from his ſaddle quite he did him bexre : 
He tumbling rudely downe to ground did ruſh, 

And from his gored wound a well of bloud did guſh. 


6 

Diſmounting lightly from his loftie ſteed, 
He to him lepr, 1n mand to reaue his life, 
And proudly {zjd, Lo, there the worthy meed 
Ofhim, thatflew Sans foy with bloudy knife ; 
Henceforth his ons freed from repining ſtrife, 
In peace may paſlen ouer Lethelake, | 
When mourmng altars, purg'd with enemies life, 
The black infernall Furies doen aſlake : 


Life from Sansfoy thou tookſt, Sans loy ſhall fr6 thee take. 


7 
There-with in haſte his V 4H oan vnlace, 
Till Pnacride, 6 hold that heauic hand, 
Deare Sir, what euer that thou be in place : 
Enough is, thatthy foc doth yanquiſht ſtand 
Now at thy mercy : Mercy not withſtand : 
For he is onethe trueſt Knight aliue, 
Though conquered now helie onlowely land, 
And APR himfortunefauourd, faire did thrive 
In biaudy field: therefore of life himnotdepriue. 


- 13 
Her pituous words might not abate his rage; 

Burrudely rending vp his helmet, would 

Haue flaine him ſtraight : but when he ſees his age, 

And hoarie hcad of Archimago old, 

His haſtic hand he doth amazed hold, 

And halfe aſhamed, wondred at the fight : 

For, the old man well knew he, though vntold, 

In charmes and magick to haue ———_ might, 
Ne euer wont 1n field, ne inround liſts to fight. 


And ſaid, Why Archimago, Jackleſſe ſire, 
What doe 1 ſee ? what hard mishap is this, 
That hath thee hather brought ro raſte mine ire ? 
Or thine the fault, or n—_— error 4s, 
In ſtead of foe, to wound my friend amuſs ? 
He anſwered nought, bur in a traunte ſtill lay, 
And onthoſe guilefull dazed eyes of his 
The cloude of death did fit. Which doen away, 
He left him lying ſo, ne would no longer ſtay; 


© 
Butto the Virgin comes, Ke allthis while 
Amazed ſtands, herſelfe ſo mockt to ſee 
By him, who has the guerdon of his guile, 
For ſo misfeigning her truc Knight to bee : 
Yet is ſhe now in moreperplexitie, 
Leftin the hand of thatſlame Paynim bold, 
From whom her booteth not at all to flie; 
Who, by her cleanly garment catching hold, 
Her from her Palfrey pluckt, her vilage to behold. 


41 
But her fierce ſeruaunt, full of kingly awe 
And high diſdaine, when as es. ner til Dame 
So rudely handled = foc he lawe, 
With gaping iawes full greedy athim came, 
Andramping on his ſhield, did weenethe ſame 
Hauerefr away with his rending clawes : 
Buthe was ſtout, and luſt did now1 
His courage more,that from his gripi Wes 
He hath hus ſhield redeem'd, & forth his ſword he drawes. 


2 

O then too weake and feeble was the force 

Of ſalvage beaſt, his puiſſance to withſtand : 

For, he was ſtrong, and of ſo mighty core, 

As cuer wielded ſpeare in warlike hand, 

And feates of armes did wiſely vnderſtand. 

Eftſoones he pierced through his chauffed cheſt 

With thrilling point of deadly iron brand, 

And launc't his Lordly hart: with death oppreſt 
Heroar'd aloud, whiles life forſooke his ſtabborne bref, 


4 

Who now is left to keepe the forloune maid 
From raging ſpoile of lawlefle viftors will ? 
Her faithfull gard remoou'd, her hope diſmaid, ; 
Her ſclfe a yeelded prey to ſaue or ſpill. & 
He now Lord of the field, his prideto fill, b. 
With foule reproches, and diſdainfull ſpighe x 
Her vilely entertaines, and (will or nil) 
Beares her away vpon his courſer light : 

Her prayers ought preuaile, his rage 18 more of might. 
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And all the way, with great lamenting paine, 
Andpitrious plaints ſhe fillerh his dull cares, 
That ſtony heart could riven haue in twaine, 
And all the way ſhe wets with flowing teares ; 
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PRA Og knight,what cuer thatdoſt arms profeſs 
And through long labors hunteſt after fame, 

Beware of ces, ns of fickleneſs, 

In choice,& change of thy dear loued Dame, 

Leaſt thou of her belicue roo lightly blame, 

And raſh miſweening do thy hart remoue : 
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For, vnto Knight there is no greater ſhame, 
Then lightneſle and inconſtancie in loue; 


That doth this Redcroſſe knights enſample plainly proue. 


2 
Who after that he had faire Yna lorne, 
Through light miſdeeming of her loialtie, 


Andfalſe Dueſſa in her ſtead had borne, 
Called Fideſs', and ſo ſuppos'd to be; 
Long with her trauajld, till atlaſt they ſee 
A goodly building, brauely garniſhed, 
The houſe of mighty Prince it ſeem'dto bee : 
And towards it 4 + high way that led, 
All bare through peoples feet, which thither travailed. 


Great troupes of people travail thitherward 

Both day and night, of each __ and place; 
But few returned, hauing { hard, 
With balefull beggene; orfoule diſgrace, 
Which euer after in moſt wretched caſe, 
Like loathſome lazars, by the hedges lay. 
Thither Dueſſa bade him bend his paſe : 
For ſhe is weary ofthe toileſome way, 

And alſo nigh conſumed is the lingring day. 


4 

A ſtately Palace built of ſquared brick, 
Which cunningly was without morter laid, 
Whoſe walls were high, but nothing ſtrong,nor thick, 
And golden foile all oucr them Sifphaid , 
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Canto IIIL 


To ſinfull houſe of Pride, Dueſſa 
guides the faithfull knight : 

Where brothers death to wreak,Sanſioy 
doth chalenge hims to fight. 
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But hee, enrag'd with rancor, noth heares. 
Her ſervile beaſt yet would not leaue her fo, 
Bur followes her farte off, ne ought he feares 
To be partaker of her pe ; 
More nulde in beaſtly kind, then that her beaſtly foe. 
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That pureſt skie with brightneſle they diſmaid : 
High lifted vp were many loftie towres, 
And goodly galleries farre ovyer-laid, 

Full of faire windowes, and delightfull bowres ; 
And on the top a Diall told the timely howres. 


5 

It was a goodly heape for to behold, | 

And ipake the praiſes of the workmans wit ; 

But full great pittie, that ſo faire a mold 

Did on fo weake foundation euer fit : 

For on t (andie hill, that ſtill did flit, 

And fall away, it mounted was full hie, 

That euery breath of heauen ſhakedit: 

And all the hinder parts, that few could pie, 
Were ruinous and old, butpainted fron 
6 


Arrived there, they paſſed in forth right; 
For ſtill, to all, he gates ſtood open wide z 
Yet charge of them was to a Porter hight 
Call'd Maluens, who cntrance none denide : 
Thence to the hall, which was oh euery fide 
With rich array and coſtly Arras dight: 
Infinite ſorts of people did abide 
There waiting long, to winthe wiſhed fight 

Ofher, that was the Lady of that Palace bright. 


7 
them they paſle, all gazing on them round, 

wr to ho er obs ; whoſe glorious view 

Their fraile amazed ſenſes did confound : 

In liuing Princes Court none cuer knew 

Such — en and - ſumptuous ſhew; 

Ne Perfsa ſelte, the nurſe of pompous pride, 

Like o_ ſaw. And there a 22 — pon ag 

Of Lords and Ladies ſtood on euery fide, 
—c faire, the p — 
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High aboue all, a cloth of Stare was pred, 

And arich throne, as bright as ſunny day, 

On which there {ate moſt braue embelliſhed 

With royall robes and gorgeous array, 

A maiden Queene, that ſhone as Titans ray, 

In gliſtring gold, and pecrelefle pretious ſtone : 

Yet her bright blazing beauty did aſſay 

To dim the brightneſle ofher glorious throne, 
As envying her (clte, thattoo exceeding ſhone; 


Exceeding ſhone, like Phabus faireſt childe, 
That did preſume his fathers firie waine, 
And flaming mouthes of ſteedes vnwonted wilde, 
Through higheſt heaven with weaker hand toraine 3 
Proude of ſuch glory and advauncement yaine, 
While flaſhing beames doedaze his feeble eyen, 
He leaues the welkin way moſt beaten plaine, 
And rapt with whirling wheeles, enflames the skyen, 
With fire not made to burne, burfairely for to ſhyne. 


10 
So proudeſhee ſhincd in her Princely ſtate, 
Looking to heaven; for earth ſhe did diſdaine, 
And fitung high; for lowely ſhee did hate : 
Lo, Ss her ſcornefull feete, was layne 
A dreadfull Dragon with anhiJeous traine, 
Andin her avs, ſhe held a mirrour bright, 
Wherein her face ſhee often viewed faine, 
And 1n her ſelfe-loy'd ſemblance tooke delight; 
For ſhee was wondrous faire, as any liuing wight. 


It 

Of prieſly Pluto ſheethe daughter was, 
And {ad Proſerpinathe Queene of hell; 
Yertdid ſhe thinke her pecrelefle worth to = 
That parcntage, with pride ſo didſhee (w 
And thundring Jowe, thathigh in heauen doth dwell, 
And wield the world, ſhe claimed for her Sire, 
Or if thatanyelſe did Toweexcell : 

- For, tothe higheſt ſhee did ſtill _ 

. Or, if ought bigher were then that, did it deſire, 


12 
And proude Lacifera men did her call, 
That made her {clfe a _ andcrown'dto be: 
Yet rightfull kingdome ſhe had none at all, 
Ne heritage of natiue ſoveraintie, 
But did ewith wrong and tyrannie 
Vpon helm, which the n—_ did hold: 
Ne rul'd her Realmes with lawes, but policie, 
And ſtrong advizement of fix wilards old, 
Thar with their counſels bad, her kingdom did vphold. 


I 
Soone the Elfin knight in AION came, 
And falle Dueſſa, ſeeming Lady faire, 
A gentle Huſher, Yanitie X name, 
Made roome, and palage for them Jid prepare : 
So goodly brought them to the loweſt ſture 
Other high throne; wherethey,on humble knee 
Making abeiſance, did the caule declare, 
Why they were come, her royall ſtate to ee, 
To proue the wide report of her great Maicſtic, 


I 
With lofty eyes, halfe lorh ls. lookeſolowe, 

She thanked them in her diſdainefull wiſe, 

Ne other grace youchlafed them to ſhowe 

Of Princelle worthy, ſcarſethem bad ariſe. 

Her Lords and Ladies all this while deviſe 

Themlſelucs to letten forth to ſtrangers ſight : 

Some frounce their curled haire in courtly guiſe, 

Some pranke their ruftes, and others trimly dighr 
Their gay attire : each others greater pride does ſpight. 


I 
Goodly they all thatknight Nos entertaine, 
Right glad with him to haue increaſt their crew : 
But to Dueſs each one himlelfe didpaine 
All kindnefle and faire curtefie to ſhew ; 
For in that Court whilome her well they knew : 
Yet the ſtout Faerie mongſt the middeſt crowd, 
Thought all their glory vainein kniphtly view, 
And that great Price. roo exceeding prowd, 
That to ſtrange knight no better countenance allowd. 
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I 
Suddaine vpriſeth from her ſtately place 
Theroyall Dame, and for her coche doth call: 
All hurlen forth, and ſhee with Princely paſe, 
As faire Awrora in her purple pall, 
Our of the Eaſt the dawning day doth call : 
So forth ſhecomes: her brightneſſe broad doth blaze: 
The heapes of people, thronging inthe hall, 
Doe ride each other, ypon her to gaze: 
Her glorious glitter and hight doth all mens eyesamaze. 


I7 
Soforth ſhee comes, and to her coche does clime, 
Adorned all with gold, and girlonds gay» 
That ſeem'd as feſh as Florin her prime, 
And ſtroueto match, 1n royall rich array, 
Great Twnoes golden chaire, the which : of ſa 
The Gods ſtand gazing on, when ſhe does ri 
To Tewes high houſe through heauens braſſe-paued way 
Drawne of taire Peacocks, that excellinpride, 


And full of Argwseyes their tailes diſlpr wide. 
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I 

But this was drawne of {ix vnequall beaſts, 
On which her ſix ſage Counſcllours did ride, 
Taughtto obey their beſtiall beheaſts, 
With like conditions to their kinds applide : 
Of which the firſt, that all the reſt did guide, 
Was ſluggiſh 1dleneſſe, the nurſe of fin; 
Vpon aflothfull Aſle he choſe to ride, 
Arraid in habit black, and amis thin, 

Like to an holy Moak, the feruice tobegzn. 


I 
And in his hand his Porteſle ill he bare, 
Thar much was worne, but therein little red: 
For, of devotion hee hadlittle care, 
Still drown'd in leepe, and moſt ofhis dayes ded 3 
Scarſe could he once vphold his heauic hed, 
Tolooken whether it were mghtor day. 
May ſeeme the waine was very cuillled, 
When ſuch an one had guiding of the way, 
That knew not, whether right he went, or elle _ 
om 
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From worldly cares himſelfe hee did eſloine, 
And greatly ſhunned manly exercile : 
For cucry worke hee chalenged effoine, 
For contemplation ſake : yet otherwiſe, 
His life he led in lawleſſe notiſe; 
By which he grew to gricuous ie 3 
For, in his luſtleſſe limbs through euill guiſe 
A ſhaking feaverraign'd continually : 
Such one was Idleneſſe, firſt of this company. 


21 
And by his fide rode loathſome Gluttony, 
4s rae” creature, on a filthy ſwine, 
His belly was vp-blowne with luxury, 
And eke with fatneſle fwollen were his eyne : 
And like 2 Crane his necke was lon fine, 
With which he {wallowed vp exceflue feaſt, 
For want whereof poore _ oftdidpine3 
And all the way, moſtlike a brutiſh beaſt, 
Hee ſpewed vp his gorge, that all did him deteaſt. 


22 
In greene vine leaues he was right fitly clad ; 
or, other clothes he could notwearze for heat, 

And on his head an Ivie girland had, 

From vnder which faſt tickled downe the ſweat: 

Still as he rode, he ſome-what ſtill did cate, 

And in his hand did beare a bouzing'can, 

Of which he ſupt ſo off, that on his [eat 

His drunken corlc he ſcarſe vpholden can; 
In ſhape and life, more like a monſter, then a man. 


2 

Vofit he was for any world thing, 

And ckeynable onceto ſtirreor go, 

Nor meet to be of counſell to a ki 

Whoſe mind in meate and drinke was drowned ſa, 

That from his friend he fildom knew his fo : 

Full of diſeaſes was his carcafle blew, 

And adry dropfie through his fleſh did flow; 

Which by miſdiet daily greatergrew: 
Such one was Gluttony, the lecond of that crew. 


24 

And next to him rode luſtfull Lechery, 
Vpon a bearded Goat, whoſe rugged haire, 
And whally eyes (the ſigne of icalouſic) 
Was like c & perſon ſelte, whom he did beare: 
Who rough, and black, and filthy did appeare, 
Vnſcemely man to pleale faire Ladies eye; 
Yet he, of Ladies oft was loued deare, 
When fairer faces were bid ſtanden by : 

O! who docs know the bent of womens fantaſie ? 


25 

In a greene gowne he clothed was full faire, 

Which vnderneath did hide his filthineſle, 

And in hjs hand a burning harthe bare, 

Full of vaine follics, and new-fangleneſle : 

For, he was fale, and fraught wi tickleneſſe, 

And learned had to loue with ſecret lookes, 

And well could daunce and fing with ruefulneſle, 

And fortunes tell, and read in louing bookes, 
And thouſand other waies, to baithis f 


clhly bookes. 


26 


Inconſtant man, that loued all he ſaw, 


And luſted after all that he did louc, 

Ne would his looſer life be tide to law, 

But ioy'd weake wemens hearts to tempt and proue 
If from their loyall loues he might them moue; 
Which lewdneffe fild him with reprochetull paine 
Of that foule cuill, whichall men reproue, 

That rots the marrowe, and conſumes the brane : 


Such one was Lechere, the third of all this traine. 
27 
And greedy Avarice by him did ride, 


Vpon a Camellloadenall with gold; 

Twoiron coffers hung on either tide, 

With precious metall , full as they _ hold, 
And in his lap an heape of coine he told; 

For of his wicked pelfe his God he made, 

And vnto hell himſclfe for money (old; 
Accurſed vſury was all his trade, 


And right and wrong ylike in equall ballance waide. 
28 
His life was nigh vnto deaths dore 


lac't, 
And thred-bare cote, and Rr | ante he ware, 
Nedſcarſe good morlſell all his life did taſte, 
Bur both from backe and belly ſtill did ſpaze, 
To fill his bags, and riches to compare ; 
Yet chylde ne kinſman Luing had he none 
Toleaue them to; but thorough daily care 
To get, and nightly feare tohet: his owne, 


He led a wretched life ynto him ſelfe ynknowne. 
29 
Moſt wretched wight, whom nothing _ ſuffiſe, 


Whoſe greedy luſt did lack in 
Whole need had end, but no end couetiſe, 

Whoſe wealth was want, whoſe plenty made him pore, 
Who had enough, yet wiſhed euermore; 

A vile diſcale, and cke in foote and hand 

A _ gout tormented him full ſore, 

That well he could nottouch, nor go,nor ſtand : 


Such one was Awarice, the fourth of this faire band. 


30 
And next to him malicious Ervierode, 


Vpon arauenous Wolfe, and ftill did chaw 
Berweene his cankred teeth avenemous tode, 
That all the poiſon ran abouthis jaw; 

Bur inwardly he chawed his owne maw 

At neighbours wealth, that made lumeuer fad; 
For death itwas, when any good he faw, 

And wept, that caule of weeping none he had : 


But when he heard of harme, he wexed wondrous glad; 
I 
All in a kirtle of diſcolour'd Lay 


Heclothed was, ypaintedfull of eyes ; 
Andin his boſomeſecretly their lay 

An hatefull Snake, the which his taile yptics 
In many folds, and mortal) ſting implies. 
Still as he rode, he gnaſht his teeth, ro ſee 
Thoſe heapes of gold with griple Couenle, 


And edar tfeliciie 
Of mk and his owne campanie. 
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He hated all good works ad yertuous deeds, 

And him no lefle, that any like did vſe: 

And who with gracious bread the hungry feeds, 

His almes for want of faith he doth accuſe ; 

So cuery good to bad he dothabuſe: 

And ekethe verle of famous Poets wit 

Hedoes backbite, and ROE poyſon ſpucs 

From leprous mouth, on allthat euer writ : 
Such one vile Exvie was, that firſtin rowe did fit. 


And him beſiderides erecrcvengng Wrath, 
Vpon a Lion,loth for to be led; 
And in his hand a burning brond he hath, 
The which he brandiſheth about his head ; 
His eyes did hurle forth ſparkles fiery red, 
And ſtared ſterne on all thathim beheld, 
As aſhes pale of hew andſeeming dead ; 
And on his dagper ſtill his hand he held, 
Trembling through haſty rage, when choler in him ſweld, 


His ruffin raiment all was faind with blood 
Which he had ſpilt, and all to rags yrent, 
Through vnadviſed raſhnefle woxen wood; 
For, offs hands he had no gouernment, 
Ne car'd for bloud in his avengement : 
But,when the furious fit was overpaſt, 

His cruellfa&ts he often would tz 
Yet wilfyll man he neuer i X 
How many miſchicucs ſhould enſue his heedlefle haſt. 


35 x 
Full many miſchiefes follow cruell #rath ; 
Abhorred bloudſhed, and tumultuous ſtrife, 
Vnmanly murder, and vnthrifty ſcath, 
Bitter deſpight, with rancours ruſty knife, 
And fretting griefethe enemy of life; 
All theſe, and many cuills moe haunt ire, 
The ſwelling Splene,and Phrenzy raging rife, 
The ſhaking Palſey, and Saipt Frawnces fire : 
Such one was Wrath, the laſt of this vngodly tre. 
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3 
And after all, vpon the wagon beame 
Rode Satan, with a {marting whip in hand, 
With which he forward laſht the lazie teame, 
So oft as Sloth ſtill in the mite did ſtand. 
Huge routs of people did abour them band, 
Showung for ioy, and ſtill before their way 
A foggy miſt had couered all the land; 
And vnderneath their feer, all ſcatteredlay 
Dead ſculs & bones of men, whoſe life had gone aſtray. 
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So forth they marchen in his goodly ſort, 

To take the ſolace of the open aire, 

And infreſh flowring fields themſelues to ſport ; 

Emongſt the reſtrodetharfalſe Ladyfare, 

The foule Dueſſa, next vntothe chaire 

Ofproud Lucifera, as one of the traine : 

But that good Knight would not ſo mh reparre, 

Him ſelfe eſtranging from their ioyaunce vaine, 
Whoſe fellowſhip ſeem'd far vnfitfor warlike ſwaine, 


8 
So _ ſolaced thernſelues a ſpace, 
With pleaſaunce of the ng fields yfed, 
They backe returned key — ; 
Whereas an errant Knight in armes ycled, 
And heathniſh ſhield, wherein with letters red, 
Was writ Sans ioy, they new arriued find : 
Enflam'd with fury and fierce hardy-head, 
He ſeem'd in hart to harbour thoughts vakind, 
And nouriſh bloudy vengeance in hirbiner mind. 


Who when the ſhamed ſhield offlaine Sans foy 
He ſpide with thatſame Faery champions Page, 
Bewraying him, thatdid of late deſtroy 
His eldeſt brother, burnin all withrage 
Heto him leapt, and thatſame envious gage 
Of Victors glory from him ſnatcht away : 
Bur th'Elfin Knight, which ought that warlike wage, 
Diſdaind toloſe the meed hee wonne in fray, 
And himre'ncountring fierce, reskewd the _ pray- 


) 
There-with they gan to kacken preedily, 
Redoubted battaile ready to darraine, 
And claſh their ſhields, and ſhake their ſwords on hie, 
Thatwith their ſturre they troubled all the traine ; 
Till that great Queene vpon eternallpaine 
Of high diſpleaſure, that enſewen mighr, 
Commaunded them their furie to retraine, 
And if that either to thar ſhield hadright, 
In cquall hſts they ſhould the morrownextir fight. 


41 
Ah deareſt Dame (quoth then the > _y bold) 
Pardon the errour of enraged wight, | 
Whom great griefe medelorger the raines to hold 
Of reaſons rule, toſce this recreant Knight, 
No knight, but treachour full of falſe det ight 
And ſhamefull treaſon, who through gui llaine 
The proweſt knight that euer field did fight, 
Euen ſtout Sans foy (O ! who can thenrefraine ?) 
Whoſe ſhield he bears re'nverſt, the more to heap diſdaine. 
42 
And, to augment the glorie of his guile, 
His deareſt loue the faire Fideſſaloe 
Is there poſſeſſed of the traytour vile, 
Who reapes the harueſtſowen by his foe, 
Sowen in bloudy field, and bought with woe : 
That brothers hand ſhall deatly well requight, 
So be, © Queene, you equall fauour ſhowe. 
Him little anſwerd th'angry Elfin knight ; 
He neuer meant with words, butſwords, to plead his right. 


4 
But threw his gauntlet, as a 2 pledge 
His cauſein combat the nextday to try : 
So been they parted both, with hearts on edge, 
To beaveng'deach on his enemy. 
That night they paſſe 1n joy and1ollity, 
Feaſting and courting both in bowre and hall 
For Steward was exceſliue Gluttony, 
That of has plenty poured forth to all; 
Which doen, the Chamberlain Sloth did to reſt them _ 
ow 
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Now, when as darkſome night had all difplaid 
Her coale black curtaine ouer brighteſt Ys 
The warlike youths on daintie couches lud, 
Did chace away ſweet ſleep from ſluggiſheye, 
To muſe on ——_ ire 73a ® 
But when as Mo had with leaden maſe 
Arreſted all that courtly company, 
Vp-role Dueſſa from her reſting place, 

And to theÞaynims lodging comes with filent pale. 


45 

Whom broade awake ſhe finds, in troublous fit, 
Forecaſting how hus foc he might annoy, 
And him amoues with ſpeeches ſeeming fit : 
Ah deare Sans ioy, next deareſt to Sens foy, 
Cauſe of my new griefe, cauſe of my new ioy, 
Joyous, tolee his _ 1m mune eye, 
And griey'd, to think how foe did himdeſtroy, 
That was the flowre of grace and cheualrie 3 

Lo, his Fideſſa, to thy ſecret faith I flie. 
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4 
With gentle words he can her faire] Y 
| Ani bad ſay onthe ſecret of _ 
Then ſighing ſoft, I learne that little ſweet 
Ofrt tempred 1s (quoth ſhe) with muchell ſmart: 
For, ſince my breſt was launc't with louely dart 
Of deare Sans foy, I never "_ howre, 
But in eternall woes my weaker hart 
Haue waſted, louing him with all my powre, 
And for his lake baue felt full many an heauie ſtowrs. 


468 
Atlaſt, when perils all I weened paſt, 
And hop't to reapethe crop of all my care, 
Into new woes ynweeting I was caſt, 
Dy this falſe faytor, who ynworthy ware 
1s worthy ſhield, whom he with guilcfull ſnare 
Entrapped flew, and broughtto ſhamefull grauc. 
Me ly maid away with him he bare, 
And euer ſince hath kept in darkſomecaue, 
For that I would not yeeld, that to Sans foy I gaue. 


48 


But fince faire ſunne hath ſperſt that lowring clowde, Y 


And to my loathed life now ſhewes fome light, 
Vader your beames I will me {afely ſhrowde, 
From cd ſtorme of his di{dainfull ſpighr: 
Toyouth'inberitance belongs by ri gut 
Of brothers praiſe, to you ckelongs has loue. 
Let not his loue, letnot hisreſtlefle ſprighr 
Be ynreueng'd, that calls to you aboue 


Fr6 wandring Styg1an ſhores, where it doth endleſſe moue, 
49 
Thereto ſaid he, faire Dame be nought diſmaid 


For ſorrowes paſt ; therr griefe is with them gone : 

Ne yet of preſent penill be aftraid ; 

For, needlefle feare did neuer vantage none, 

And helplefle hap it booteth not to mone. 

Dead is Sans foy, his vitall paines are paſt, 

Though gricued == for vengeance deep doe grone ; 
He liues, that ſhall him pay his duties laſt, 


And puilry Elfia bloud ſhall ſacrifice in baſt. 
42 ” 
O! butI feare the fickle freakes (quoth ſhe) 


Of Fortunefalſe, and vddes of armes in field. 
Why Dame (quoth he) what oddes can cuer be, 
Where both doe fight alike, to win, or yield ? 

Yea, but (quoth ſhe) he beares a charmed ſhield, 
And cke enchaunted armes, thatnone can pierce, 
Ne none can wound the man that does them wield- 
Charmd or enchaunted (an{werd he then fierce) 


T nowhitreck, ne you the likenecd torcherle. 
FI 
But faire Fideſſa, fithence Fortunes guile, 


Or enemies powre hath now captiued you, 
Returnefrom whence ye came, and reſt awhile 

Till morrow next, thatI the Elfe ſubdue, 

And with Sansfoyesdead dowry youcndne. 

Ay me, that 1s a double death the laid) \ 
With proude foes fight my ſorrowtorenue : 

Where euer yet I be, my ſecret aide 


Shall followe you. So paſſing forth, ſhee him obaide. 
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Canto V. 


The faithfull knight in equall field 
ſubaues his faithleſſe foe : 
Whom falſe Dueſſa ſaues, aud for 


his cure to hell does gue. 
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1 
my Hc noble hart, that harbours vertuous thought, 
And is with child of glorious greatintent, 
| ESP Can neuerreſt, vatillitforth have broughe 


" e 


IRS Th'eternall broode of glory excellent; 
Such reſtleſle paſſion did all night tormenr 
The flaming courage of that Facry Knight, 
Deuifing, how that doughty turnament 

With greateſt honour he atchieuen might; 


Still 41d he wake, and ſtill did watch for dawming light, 


2 
Atlaſt, the golden Orientall gate 
Of greateſt heauen gan to open faire, ; 
And Phebwsfreth, as bridegrometo his mate, 
Came dauncing forth, ſhaking his deawic haire : 

And hurles his ghſtring beames through gloomy aire. 
Which whenthe wakefull Elfe perceiu'd, {traight way 
He ſtarte4 vp, and did him(elfe prepare, 

In ſun bright armes, and battuilous array : 
For with that Pagan proude he combat will that day. 


3 
And forth he comes into the common hall, 
Where earely waite him many ag2zing eye, 
To weet what end to ſtranger Kmghts may fall. 
There many Minſtrales maken melody, 
To driue away the dull melancholy, 
And'many Bares, thatto the trembling chord 
Can tune their tjmely voices cunningly, 
And many Chroniclcrs, that can record 
Old loues, and warres for Ladies doen by many aLord. 


4 

Soone after comes the cruel] Sarazin, 

In wouen maile all armed wantly, 

And ſternly lookes athim, who not apin 

Does care for looke of luing creatures eye. 

They bring them wines of Greece, and Araby, 

And dainty ſpices fetchtfrom furtheſt Ind, 

To kindle heate of courage privily : 

And inthe wine a ſolemne oath wi bind 
T'ob>ſeruc the lacred lawes of armes that are afſign'd. 
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Artlaſt, forth comes that "Y.4 renowmed Queene, 
With royall pomp and Princely maieſtie; 
Shceis ybrought vnto a paled Greene, 

And placed vnder ſt:tely Canapee, 

The warlike featcs of both thoſe knights to ſea 

On th'other ſide,in all mens open view 

Dweſſa placed is, and ona tree 

Sans foy hs ſhield is hangd with bloody hew: 
Both tho!e the lawrell A 36 to the victor dew, 


A ſhrilling trumpet ſounded from on hie, 
And vnto batraile bad themſclues addreſle : 
Their ſhining ſhields about their wriſts they tie, 
And burning blades about the.r heads doe bleſle, 
Theinſtruments of wrath and heauineſle: 
With greedy force each other doth aſſaile, 
And ſtrike lo fiercely, that they doc impreſle 
Deepe dinted furrowes in thebened maile; 
The iron walls to ward their blowes arc weake and fraile. 


7 
The Sarazin was ſtout, and wondrous ſtrong, 
And heaped blowes like iron hammers great : 
For, after bloud and vengeance he did long. 
The knight was fierce, and full of outhlyhear : 
And doubled ſtrokes, hike dreaded thunders threat : 
For, all for praiſe and honour he did fight, 
Both ſtriken ſtrike, and beaten both doe bear, 
Thatfrom their ſhields forth flieth firie light, 
And helmers hewen deepe, ſhew marks of —__ might. 
8 


So th'one for wrong, the other ſtrives for right: 
As when a Griffon, ſeized ofhis pray, 
A Dragon fierce encountreth in his flight, 
Through wideſt ayre making his ydle way, 
That would his rightfullravinerend away : 
With hadeous horrour both together (might, 
And ſouce fo fore, thatthcy the heauens tay . 
The wile Soothlayer,fecing fo ſad fight, 

Th'amazed vulgar tells of warres and mortall fight, 

So 
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lf : 
So th'one for wrong, the other ſtriues forright, 


And each to deadly ſhame would driue tus foe: 
The cruecll ſtcele pd ecdily doth bite 
In tender fleſh, that {treames of bloud downe flowe, 


With which the armes, that carſt ſo bright did ſhowe 
Into a pure vermillion now are dide : 
Great ruth in all the gazers harts did growe, 
Sceing the gored wounds to gapeſo wide, 

That althey they dare not wiſh to cither fide. 


10 
Atlaſt, the Paynim chaunſtto caſt his eye, 
His ſuddaive eye, flaming with wrathfull fire, 
Vpon his brothers ſhueld, which hung thereby: 
Therewith redouble4 was his raging ue, 
And ſaid, Ah wretched ſonne of wofull fire, 
Dooſt thou fit wayling by blacke Stygianlakey 
Whal'ſt heere thy ſhield is hangd for vitors hire, 
Ani ſiugg;ſh german dooſtthy forces flake, 
To after-icnd his foe, that him may ouertake? 


I1 
Goe caitiue Elfe, him quickly onertake, 
And ſoone redeeme from his long wandring woe 3 
Goeguilty Z orvr: to him my meſſage make, 
Thatl his ſhield have qu:t from dying foe. 
There-with ypon his creſt he ſtrooke him (o, 


That twice hee reeled, ready twice to fall; - 


End of the doubtfull batrell deemed tho 
The lookers on, and lowd to him gan call 


Thefalſe D»eſſa, Thine the ſhield, and I, and all. 


12 
Soone as the Faerie heard his Ladie fpeake, 
Out of his {\wowning dieame he gan awake, 
And quickning faith, that earſt was woxen weake, 
The creeping deadly cold away did ſhake : 
Tho moy d with wrath, and ſharne, and Ladics ſake, 
OF all attonce he caſt aveng'dto be, 
And with ſo'excceding furie at ym ſtrake, 
That forced hhmto ſtoope vpon has knee ; 
Had he not ſtooped lo, he ſhould haue cloucn bee. 
I 
Ando himfaid, Goe now x 07 Miſcreant, 
Thy felt. thy meflage doc to german deare; 
Alone he wandring thee too long doth want: 
Goe, lay his foe thy ſhucld with hus doth beare. 
There-with his heauic hand he high gan reare, 
Him to haue flaine; whenloe, a dark{ome clowde 
Vpon him fe!l : he no where doth & 
But vaniſht is. The Elfe him calls alowde, 
But an{wer none receiues : the darknes him does ſhrowde. 


I4 
In haſte Dueſſe from her place aroſe, 
And to him running ſaid, 6 proweſt knight, 
That euer Lady to her loue did chole, 
Let now abate the terror of your might, 
And quench the flame of furious Fu hr, 
And Hloody vengeance lo, th'i $ 
Couering your foe with cloude of deadly night, 
Haue borne him hence to Plutoes balefull bowres. 
The conqueſt yours, I yours, the ſhicld, and glory yours, 


Ti 

Not all fo ſatisfide, with greedie eye 

He ſought all round abour, his thuſtic bliJe 

To bathe in bloud of faithiefle enemy ; 

Who all that while lay hod in ſecret ſhade : 

He ſtands amazed, how he thence ſhould fade. 

Atlaſt the trumpets, Triumph ſound on hie, 

And running Heralds hamble homage made, 

Greeting him with new victory, 
And to him brought the ſhield, the caulc of cnmitie. 
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Where-with he goeth to that ſoveruigne Queene; 

And falling her before on lowely knee, 

To her aches preſent of his ſervice {ene : 

Which ſhee accepts, with thanks, and goodly gree, 
Greatly advauncang his fY cheualree, 

So marcheth home, and by her takes the Knight, 

Whom all the people follow with greatglee, 

Shouring, and clapping all their hands on hight, 
That all the aire it fills, and fliesto heauen brigke. 


17 
Home is he brought, and lud in famptuous bed : 
Where many $kiltull leaches him abide, 
To1alue his hurts, that yer ſtill treſhly bled. 
In wine and oyle they waſhen his wounds wide 
And ſoftly can embalme on every fide. 
And all the while, moſt heauenly melody 
About the bed ſweet muſficke did divide, 
Him to tle of griete and agony : 
And all the while Duefſa wept full Faady, 
8 


I 
As when 2 wearie traueller that ſtraiey 
By muddy ſhore of broad ſeuen-mouthed Nile, 
Vnweeting of the perillous wandring waies, 


Doth meet a cruel craftie Crocodile, 
Which in falſe griefe hiding his harmefull guile, 
Doth weepe fullforc, and theddeth tender teares: 


The fooliſh man, that pitties all this while 
His mournefull plight, is fwallowd vp vnwares, 
Forgetfull of his own, that mindes anothers cares. 


I 
So wept Dweſſa vntill RE 4 
That ſhuvung lamps in Jowes high houſe were light 
Then forth the role, ne lenger would abide, © 


But comes vnto the place,where th'Heathen knight 
In lumbring iwoune nigh voyd of vitall ſpright, 
= couer'd with inchaunted cloude all day : 
Whom when ſhe found, as ſhe him leftin plight, 
To walc his woefull caſe ſhe would not ſtay, 

But to the Eaſterne coaſt of þeauen makes ſpeedy way. 


23 
Where grieſly Nygbt, with viſage deadly fad 
That Phabus Cebu ficctherſ neuer view, 


AnJ ina foule black pitchie mantleclad, 

She findes forth comming from her darkeſome mew, 

Where ſhe all day did bide her hated hew. 

Before the dore her iron charet ſtood, 

Already harneffed for iourney new; 
And coleblack ſtceds yborne of helliſh brood, 

That on thear ruitic bits did champ, as they werewood. 


Who 
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Who when ſhe ſaw Dueſſa ſunny bright, 

Adornd with gold and jewels ſhining cleare, 

Shee gun grew amazedatthe ſight, 

And th'vnacquainted light began to feare : 

(For neuer did ſuch brightneſfe there appeare) 

And would haue back retired to her Caue, 

Vnrill the witches ſpeech ſhe ganto heare, 

Saying, yet © thou dreaded Dame, I craue 
Abide, till I haue told the meſſage which 1 haue. 

22 

Shee ſtaid, and foorth Dueſſa gan proceed, 

O thou moſt ancient Grandmother of all, 

More old then Towe, whom thou at firſt didſt breed, 

Or thatgreat houſe of Gods czleſtiall, 

Which waſt begot in Demogorgons hall, 

And faw'ſtthe ſecrets of the world vnmade, 

Why ſuffredſt thou thy Nephewes deareto fall 

With Elfin ſword, moſt ſhamefully betraide ? 
Lo,where the ſtout Saxs ioy doth fleepe in deadly ſhade. 


2 
And, him before, I ſaw abs eyes 

The bold Sans foy ſhrinke vnderneath his ſpeare; 

And now theprey of fowles in field he lyes, 

Nor waild of friends, norlaid on groning beare, 

That whilome was to mee too dearely deare. 

O! what of Gods then boots it to be borne, 

If old Aveuglesſonnes (o euill heare ? 

Or who ſhall not great Nigbts drad children ſcorne, 
When two of three her Nephews are {o foule forlorne ? 


24 

Vp then, vp dreary Dame, of darknefſe Queene, 
Goe gather vp thercliques ofthy race, 
Or elle goethem wv andlet be ſeene 
T hat dreaded Nzghtin brighteſt day hath place, 
And can the children offaire Light deface. 
Her feeling ſpeeches ſome compaſſion moued 
In heart, and change in that great mothers face ; 
Yet pittie in her heart was neuer proued 

Till then: and euermore ſhe hated, neuer loued. 


25 
And ſaid, Deare daughter rightly may I rew 
The fall of famous children borne of mee, 
And good ſucceſles, which their foes enſue ; 
But * can turne the ſtreame of deſtinie, 
Or breake the chaine of ſtrong neceſlinic, 
Which {aſt 15 tide to Towes eternall ſeate > 
The ſonnes of Day he fauoureth, I ſee, 
And by my ruines thinks to make them great: 
To make one greatby _ loſle, 1s bad exchear, 
2 


Yet ſhaltthey.notefeape ſofreely all; 
For ſome ſhall pay the price of others guilt: 


And he the man thatmade Sans fey to fall, 

Shall with his owne blood price thathe hath fpile. 

But whar art thou, thattell'ſt of Nephewes kilt? 

I that doe ſeeme notl, Dweſſa am, 

(Quoth ſhee) how cuer now in | — gilr, 

And gorgeous gold arraid I to thee came ; 
Dueſſa I, the daughter of Deccitand Shame. 
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Then bowing downe her aged backe, ſhe kiſt 
The wicked witch, ſaying ; In that faire face, 
Thefalſereſemblance of Deceit, I wiſt, 
Did cloſely lurke; yer o true-ſeenung grace 
It carried, that I ſcarce in darkſomeplace 
Couldirdilcerne, though I the ws be 
Of Falſhood, and root of Dueſſaes race. 
O welcome child, whom I haue long4 to ſee, 

And now hauelecnevnwares. Lo, now I go with thee. 


28 
Then to her iron wagon ſhe betakes, 
And with her beares the foule welfmourd witch : 
Through mirkſome aire her ready way ſhe makes, 
Her twyfold Teme ( of which, two blacke as pitch, 
And two were browne, yeteachto each ynlich) 
Did _ {wim away, ne cuer ſtampe, 
Vnlefle ſhe chaunc't their ſtubborne mouths to twitch; 
Th en,foming tarre,their bridles they would champe, 
And trampling the fine element, would fiercely rampe. 


29 

So well they ſped, thatthey be come at len 
Vato ops art Paynimla gh 
Deuoid of outward ſenſe, and natiue frengh 
Couerd with charmed cloude from view ot day, 
And ſight of men, ſince his late luckleſle fray. 
His cruell wounds with cruddy bloud congealed, 
They binden vp ſo wiſely as they may, 
And handle ſoftly, till they can be healed : 

Solay him in her charet, cloſe in night concealed. 


© 
And all the while ſhee ſtood vpon the ground, 
The wakefull dogs did neuer ceaſe to bay, 
As giuing warning of th'ynwonted ſound, 
With whuch her iron wheeles did them affray, 
And her darke prieſly looke them much diſmay ; 
The meſſenger of death, the ghaſtly Owle, 
With drearie ſhrickes did alſc her bewray ; 
And hungry Wolues continually did howle, 
At her abhorred face, ſo filthy and fo foule. 


I 
Thence turning backe in ch ſoft they ſtole, 

And brought the heauie corſe with eafic pale 

To yawmng gulfe of deepe Avernus hole. 

By that ſame hole,an entrance, darke and baſe 

With ſmoake and ſulphure hiding all the place, 

Deſcends to hell: there creature neuer paſt, 

That backe returned without heauenly grace; 

But dreadfull Furies, which their chaines haue braſt, 
And damned fprights ſentforth to make ill men agaſt. 


2 
By thatſame way the 4irefull dames doe drive 
Their mournefull charet, fild with ruſty blood, 
And downe to Plutoes houſe are come biliue : 
Which paſſing through, on cuery ſide them ſtood 
The trembling ghoſts with ſad amazed mood, 
Chartring their 1ron teeth, and ſtaring wide 
With ſtonie eyes; and all the helliſh brood 
 Offiends infcrnall ockton cuery fide, 
To gaze on earthly wight, thatwith the Night durſt ride. 


They 
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They paſle the bitter waues of Acheron, 


Where many ſoules ſit wailing woctully, 
And come to fiery flood of Phlegetou, 
Whereas the damned ghoſts in corments fry, 
And with ſharpe ſhrilhing ſhricks doe bootleſle cry, 
Curſing high Towe, the which them thither ſent. 
The houſe of cndlefle paine is built thereby, 
In which, ten thouſand forts of puniſhment 
The curled creatures doeeternally torment. 


4 
Before the threſhold, dreadfilt Cerberus 
His three deformed heads did lay along, 
Curled with thouſand Adders venemous, 
And lilled forth his bloudic flaming tong, : 
Atthem he'gan to rearc his briſtles ſtrong, 
And felly gnarre, vntill daies enemy 
Did him appeaſe; then downe his taile he hong, 
And ſuffercd them to paſlen quietly : 
For, ſhee in hell and heauen had power equally. 
5 
There was 1xion turned = wheele, 
| Fordaring tempt the Queene of heauen to finz 
And Siſyphws an buge round ſtonedid reele 
ainſt an hill, ne mightfrom labourlia; 
There thurſtic Tantalus hung by the chinz 
And Tityws fed a vulture on maw z 
&«510ynts were {tret on aging 
Ps pr as ro endleſſe Noth by law, 
And fiftie filters water in leake veſſels draw. 


6 

They all beholding worldly wights in place, 
Leaue off their worke, vamindfull of 
To gaze on them; who forth by them doe pale, 
Till they be come vnto the eſt part : 
Where was a Caue ywrought by wondrous art, 
Deepe, darke, vneaſie, dolfull? comfortleſle, 
In which ſad Aeſculapixs farre apart 
Empnlſond was in chaines remedileſle, 

For that Hippolytws rent corle hee did redreſle. 


7 
Hippolytus 2 iolly eg. was, 
hat wont in charet chace the foaming Borez 
Heall his Peeres in beauty did ſurpaſs, 
But Ladics louc, as loſſc of ime forbore : 
His wanton ſtepdame loued him the more, 
But when ſhe ſaw her offred ſweets refuled, 
Her loue ſheeturn'd to hate, and him before 
His father fierce, of treaſon falſe accuſed, 
And with hcr icalous termes, his open carcs abuſcd, 


38 
Who,all in rage, his Sca-gad ſyre beſought - + 
Some yn. yo ance on his {onne to caſt : 


From ſurging gulfrwo monſters ſtraight were brought, 


With dread whereof his chafing agaſt, 
Both charet ſwiftand huntſman + — nm 
His goodly corps onragged ikrs yrent, 
Was quite Abend and his members chaſte 
Scattred on cuery mountaine, as he went, 

That of Hippolitus was left no moniment, 


their ſmart, | 


His cruel] ſtepdamefeciog 2 was done, 
Her wicked dayes with wretched knife did end, 
In death avowing th'innocence of her ſonne. 
Which _—— Sire, began to rend 
His hairc, and haſtie tongue, tha did offtnd ; 
Tho gathering vp therelsques of his (marr 
By Danes meanes, who was Hippolyes friend, 
Them brought to mg by his art 
Did heale them all againe, and ioyned cuery part, 
6) 
Such wondrous ſcience in mn wit to raigne 
When Towe aviz'd, that could the dead reviue, 
And fates cxpired could renue againe; 
Of endlefſe life he mighthim not depriue, 
Bur —_—_ did him downe aliue, 
Wi ing thunderboltywounded fore : 
Where Ng cnting he did alwaies ſtriue 
Himſelfe with ſalues torhealth for to reſtore, 
And fluke the heaucnly fire, that raged cuermore; 


41 

There auncient Night arriving, did alight 
From her hagh wearie waine,and in her armes 
To Aeſculapixs broughtthe wounded knight : 
Whom hawng loftly difarraid of armes, 
Tho gan to hum diſcouerall hisharmes, 
Beſeeching him with prayer, and with praiſe, 
If citherſalues, or oyles, ox herbes, or charmes 

A fordone wight from-dvre of death mote raiſe, 


Hee would at herrequeſt prolong her nephewes daies. 


42 

Ah Dame (quoth hee) thou rempteſt mee in yaine, 
To dure-thething ack daily yer I rue, 
And the old cauſe of my connnued paine 
With like attempt ro like enidto renue. 
Is not enough, tharthruſt from heauen due 
Heere endlefſe penancefor one fault I pay,” 
Bur that redoubled crime with vengeance new 
Thou biddeſt mecto ceke ? Can Nighe defray 


Thewrakiofchaodring Iner tharraigh both mghr & day? 


Notſo (quathſhee) burſith I heavens 
From hope of heauen hath thee excluded quight, 
Ye wa ware thatcanſt not hopefor thing, 
fearceſt not,that more thee hurten mi 
Now inthe powre of euerlaſting Night? 
Crota fark © on farrerenowmed ſome 
cat Apollo, ſhew thy famous might 
In medicine, thatel(e hah to thee wonne 
Great paines, & greater praiſe, both neuer to bedonne. 


Herwords prevaild : Add thethe lexmettekch 
Hts cunning hand gun to kfs wounds<o lay, 
Andall things clſe, the which his art did teach : 

nay 
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The fulſe D#eſſaleauing noyous Night, 

Rerurnd to ſtately Palace of dame Pride; 

Where when ſhe came, ſhe found the Faerie knight 

Departed thence, albe his woundez wide, - / 

Not throughly heald, voreadie were to ride. 

Good cauſc he had to haſten thence away; 

For on aUay his wary Dwarfe had ſpide, 

Where in a dungeon deepe huge numbers | 
O: cayriue wretched thrals, - on wailed nightand day. 


4 

A rucfull fight, as could be {cene with eye; 

Of whom he learned had infecret wile 

The hidden caule of theircaptiuitie, 

How mortgazng their hues to Couetiſe, 

Through wattefull Pride, and wantot: Riorwſe, 

They were by law of tharptotde Tyrannefle 

Provokt with #rath, and Ezvies falte furmite, 

Condemned to that Dungeon mercileſle, 
Where they ſhould liuc in woe, and die in weerchedneſſe. 


47 | 

There was that great proude king of Babylon, 

That would compell all nations to adare 

And himas onely God totall ypon, 

T1ll through celeſtiall doome throwne out of dote, 

Into an Oxe he was transform'd of yore : 

There alio-was king Cre/s, that enhaunſt 

His hearttoo high through his greatriches ſtore z 
And proude Antiochs, the which advaunc t + 
His mw hand gaiaſt God, and on bis altars daunc't, 
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AnJ themlong time before, Nimrod was, 

That firſt = world with {word and fire warraidy 

And after him, old Nas farre did paſs 

In princely pomp, of all the workd obaid ; 

T here alſo was that mightic Monarch Lud 

Lowe vnder all, yetaboue all in pride, 

T hat name of native fire d1d foule v, braid, 

And would as Ammonsſonne be magrifide, 
Till ſcornd of God and man a ſhametull death he dide. 


4 
All theſe together in one habe were throwne, 
Like carkaſes of beaſts it: butchers ſtall. 
And in another corner wide were ſtrowne 
The antique ruines of the Romaines fall : 


Great Romulus the Grandfire of them all, 
Proude Tarquin, and too lordly Lentulss, 
Stout Scipio, and ſtubborhe Hanniball, 
Ambitious Syllx; and ſterne M arivs, 


High Ceſar, great Pompey, and fierce Antonins. 


4 50 
Amongſt theſe mighty men,were wernen mixr, 


Proud wemen, vane, forgetfull of their yoke ; 

The bold Semirars,whole fides transfixt 

With ſonnes owne blade, herfonttereproches ſpoke; 
Faire Sthenobeax, that her felfe did choke 

With wilfiull cord) for wanting of her will; 

High minded Cleopatra, that with ſtroke 

Of Aſpes {ting her lelfe did ſtoutly kill : 


An4 thouſands tne the like, that did that dungeon fill, 
(1 
Beſides the en4leſſe rows of wretched thralles, 


Which thither were afſembled dx day, 

From all the wotld aftet their wotull falls, 
Through wicked pride, and waſted wealthes decay. 
But moſt of all, which in the Dungeon lay, 

Fell from high Princes courts, or Lidies bowres, 
Where they in idlepomp, or wantonplay, 
Conſumed had their goods, and chriftlefſ. howres, 


And laſtly throwne thernſelues into theſe heauy ſtowres. 
52 
Whoſe caſe when a3 the carefull Dwarfe had told, 


And made enſample of their mournefull ſight 
Vato his Maiſter, he ho lenger would 

There dwellin perill of like painefull plight, 
Bur early roſe, and ere that dawning light 
Diſcoucred had the world to heauen mide, 

He by a priuie Poſterne tooke his flight, 
That of no envieus eyes he mote be fpide : 


For,doubtleſle drath entewd,if any him defcride, 
F3 
Scarce could he footing find in that foule way, 


For many corſes, hike agreat Lay-ftall 

Of murdred men which therem ſtrowed lay, 
Without remorle, or decent funcrall : 

Which all through that great Princeſle pride did fall 
And came to ſhamefull end. And them beſide 
Forth nding vnderneath the caſtell wall, 

A dunghill of dead car” xſes he ſpide, 


The dreadfull ſpeQtacle of that ſad houte of Pride, 
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Canto VI. 


From lawleſſe luſt by wondrows grace 
faire Þ na ss relea#t: 

Whom ſaluage nation does adore, 
and learnes her wiſe behea#, 
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ISP &=7 S when a ſhip, that flies faire ynderſaile, 
yA/ SAG An hidden rocke eſcaped hath vowares, 


{ The Mariner yet halfe amazed ſtares 
Ar perill paſt, and yet itdout ne dares 
Bo Toioy at his foole-happy overſight: 
So doubly is diſtreſt twixtioy and cares 
The dreadlefle courage of this Elfin knight, 
Hauing eſcap't fo ſad en{amples in his fight. 


< £M . 

Yerſ2d hee was that his too haſty ſpeed, 
The ture Dwe/7 had forc't him leaue behind; 
And yet moreſad, that Yna his dearedreed 
Her truth h.:d Rtaind with treaſon ſo vnkind 
Yetcrime1n her coul4 neucr creature find, 
Bur for his love, and for her owne lelfe lake, 
She wandred had from one to other Ind, 
Him for to ſecke, ne eucr would forlake, 

Till her vnwares the fierce Sans loy did overtake. 


Who, after Archimagoes folle defeat, 
Led her away into a fowreſt wilde, 
And turning wrathfull fire to luſtfull heat, 
With beaſt iy fin thought her to haue defilde, 
And made the vaſlall of his pleaſures vild. 
Yet firithee caſt by treatie, and by traines, 
Her to perſwade, that ſtubborne tortto yield : 
For, greater conqueſt of hard louc he gaines, 
That works it to his will, then he that it conſtraines. 


4 
With fawning words hee courted her awhile, 
And looking louely, and oftfighing ſore, 
Her conſtant hart did tempt with diuers guile : 
But words, and lookes, and fighes ſhe did abhore, 
Asrock of Diamond, ſtedfaſteuermore. 
Yet forto feed his firic luſifull eye, 
Heſaatchtthe veile, that hung her face before; 
Then gan her beauty ſhine, as brighteſt sky, 
And burnt his beaſtly hart r'efforce her chaſtinie. 


3 AXDETT.E. 
__ JANNSSENCS?; 
\ 


8 Thatlay in waite her wrack for to bewaile, 


a Py &) "I Sv) z 
4 RN Ly 
TCSRSE PROC 


— 


5 
So when hee ſaw his — artsto faile, 
t 


And ſubtile engines ber from barterie, 

With greedy force he gan the fort aſlaile, 
Whereof hee weend poſleſſed ſoone to bee, 
And with rich ſpoile of ranſacktchaſtitie. 

Ah _— ! em hideous at behold, 
And heauenly virgin thus outr ſee, 

How can —— juſt 5 with-hold, 


And hurle not flaſhing flames ypoa that Paynim bold : 
6 


The pittious maiden, carefull, comfortleſle, 
Does throw out thnlling ſhriekes, & ſhricking cryes, 
The laſt vaine help of womens great diſtreſle, 
And with loud plaints importuneth the skyes, 
That molten ſtarres doe drop like weeping eyes 
And Phebus flying ſo moſt ſhametull tight, 
His bluſhing face in foggy cloud implyes, 
And hides for ſhame. What wit of mortall wight 
Can now deuiſe to quit a thrall from ſuch a plight? 


7 
Eternall providence, exceeding thought, 
Where none appeares can make her ſelfe a way: 
A wondrous way it for this Lady wrought, 
From Lyons clawes to pluck the . pray. 
Her ſhrill out-cryes and ſhrickes Þ loud did bray, 
That all the woods and forreſts did reſound ; 
A troupe of Fawnes and Satyresfar away 
Within the wood were dauncing 1naround, 
Whiles old Sylvanws flept in ſhady arbour ſound: 
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Who, when they heard thatpittious ſtrained yoice, 
In haſte forſooke their rurall menment, 
Andran towards the far rebounded noile, 

To weet what wight ſo loudly did lament. 
Vnto the place they come incontinent : 
Whom when the raging Sarazin pid, 
A rude, misſhapen, monſtrousrab p 
Whole hike he ncuer ſaw, he durſt not bide, 
But got his ready ſtecd, and faſt away gan ride. 
C 2. 
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The wilde Wood-gods bu. in theplace, 
T here find the virgin dolefull deſolate, 
With ruffled rayments, and faire blubbred face, 
As her outragious foc had left her late, 
And trembling yet through feare of former hate ; 
All ſtand amazed at ſo vncouth ſight, 
And gin to pitty her vahappy ſtate, 
A1I ſtand aſtomied ather beauty bright, 
Ph plight. 


I:. heir rude eyes vaworthy of ſo wo 
2 


IO & 

She moreamaz'd in double dread doth dwell; 

And cuery tender part for feare does ſhake : 

As when a greedy Wolfe through hunger fell 

A filly Lamb farre from the flock does take, 

Of _—_ hee meanes his bloudiefeaſt to make, 

A Lyonſpyes faſt ———— ham, 

The 1nnocent prey in haſte hee does forlake, 

Which quit from death, yet quakes in euery lim 
With change of feare, to ſee dol_es looke ſo grim: 


II 
Such feareful! fir afſaid her trembling hart, 
Ne word to ſpeake, ne _ to moue ſhe had: 
Theſalyage nation feelc her ſecret ſmart, 
And read her ſorrow in her count'nance (ad; 
Their frowmng forheads with rough hornes yclad, 
And ruſtick horrour all aſide doe lay, 
Andgently grenning, ſhewa ſemblance olad 
To comforther, and feare to put away, 


Their backward beat Ences teach, her humbly to obay. 


I2 
Thedoubtfull Damzell dare not yet commit 

Her fingleperſon to their barbarous truth; 

But ſtill through feare and hope amaz'd does fit, 

Late learnd what harme to haſtic truſt enſu'th: 

They, in compaſſion of her tender youth, 

And wonder of her beautie ſoucraine, 

Are wonne with pitry and vnwonted ruth, 

And all proſtrate vpon the lawely Plaine, 
Do kifle her feet,& tawne on her with count'nance faine. 


I 
Their hearts ſhee gheſſerh by their humble guiſe, 
And yields her to extremitie of time 3 
So, from the ground ſheefearelefle doth ariſe, 
And walketh forth without ſuſpe& of crme ; 
They all, as glad as birds of ioyous Prime, 
Thencelecad her forth, about her dauncing round, 
Shounne, and ſinging all a Shepheards ime, 
And with greene branches ſtrowing all the ground, 


Doe worſhip her, as Queene, with Oliue girlond crownd. 


And all the way their merry pipes they ſound, 
That all the woods with double Ecchoring, 
And with their horned feet doe weare the ground, 
Leaping like wanton kids in pleaſant Spring. 
So towards old Sylvanws they her bring ; 
Who, with the noiſe awaked, commeth our, 
To weet the cauſe, his weake ſteps gouerning, 
Andagedlimbs on Cypreſle ſtadleitour, 
And with an Ivie twine his waſte 1s girt abaurt, 


I5 

Farre off hee wonders, what them makes fo glad, 
Of. Bacchus merry tru they did invent, 
Or Cybelsfrantick rites haue madethem mad; 
They drawing nigh, vnto their God preſent 
That flowre of faith and beaurie excellent. 
The God himfelfe,viewing that mirrour rare, 
Stood long amaz'd, and burnt in his intent ; 
Has owne taire Driope now he thinks not faire, 

And Pholoe foule, when her to this he doth COmpare. 

16 

The wood-borne people full before her flat, 
And wotſhip her as Goddefle of the wool ; 
And old Sylvanuslelte bethinks not, what 
To thinke of wight (o faire, but gazing ſtood, 
In doubt to deeme her borne of earthly brood ; 
Sometimes Dame Yenxs [elfc he ſeemes to ſee: 
But Yenzs neuer had fo ſober mood; 
Sometimes Diana he her takes to bee, 

Bur mifleth bowe, and ſhafts, and buskins to her knee. 

17 

By view of her hee ginneth to reviue 
His agcientloue, and deareſt Cypariſſe, 
And calls to mind his pourtr-iture ahue, 
How faire he was, and yetnotfaireto this, 


And how hee ſlew with un d:rtamuſs 0 


A gentle Hind, the which the loyel boy 
Did loue as life, aboue all worldly bliſs; 
For griefe whereof the lad n'ould after i10Y, 
Bur pynd away in anguiſh and (elf-will'd annoy. 
18 


The vvooddy Nymphes, faire Hamadryades, 
Herto behold doe thither runne apace, 
And ali the troupe of hght-foote Ngiades 
Flock all about to ſec herlouely face : 
But when they viewed hauc herheauenly grace, 
They ene herin their malicious mind, 
And flie away for feare of foule diſgrace: _ 
Bur all the Satyresſcorne their wooddy kind, 
And henceforth nothing faire, but her on earth they find. 


I 
Glad of ſuch luck, the luckleſſe lucky maid,” 

Did her contentto pleaſe their feeble eyes, 

And long time with that ſalvage people ſtaid, 

To gather breath 1n many los 

During which time, her gentle wit ſhe plies 

Toreach them truth, which worſhipt her in yaine, 

And made her th'Image of Idolatries; 

But when their boot zeale ſhe did reſtraine 
From her owne worſhip, they her Afſe wold worſhip faine: 


20 
It fortuncd a noble wwrlike Knight 

By iuſt occafionto that forreſt came, 

To ſecke his kindred, and the linage right, 

From whence he tooke his well deſerued name; 

He had in armes abroad wonne muchell fame, 

And fild farre Jands with glarie of his might, 

Plaine, faithfull, true, - encmy of ſhame, 

And euer loy'd to fight for Ladies right, 
But in yaine glorious 7 nr he little did dehght. 

A Sa» 
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A Satyres ſonne, yborne in forreſt wilde, 
By ſtrange adventure as itdid bende, 
And there begotten of a Lady milde, 
Faire Thyams, the __ of Labryde, 
That was in acred bands of wedlock tide 
To Therion, a looſe vnruly ſwaine ; 
Who had more ioy to range the forreſt wide, 
And chaſe the w_ with buſic paine, 
Then ſerue his Ladies loue, and waſte in pleaſures yaine. 


22 

The forlorne maid did with loues longing burne, 
And could not lacke her louers company ; 
But to the wo2d ſhe goes, to ſerue her turne, 
And ſecke her {poule, that from her ſhll does flic, 
And followes other game and venery : 
A Satyre chaunc'ther mon for to finde, 
And kindling coales of luſt in rſh eye, 
The loyal! links of wedlock did vnbinde, 

And made herperlon thrall vato has beaſtly kinde. 


2 
So long, in ſecret cabin there be held 
Her captiue to his ſenſuall deſire, 
Till thatwith timely frwte her belly weld, 
And bore a boy vnto that ſuluage ſire: 
Then home he ſuffred her for ro retire, 
For raunſome leauing him the late borne childe 3 
VVhom vill to riper yeeres he gan aſpire, 
He nourſled vp inhife and manners wilde, 
Emongſt wilde beaſts & woods, from lawes of men exilde. 


24 

For.all he taughtthe tender Imp, was but 
To baumſh cowardize and baſtard feare; 
His trembling hand he would him force to put 
Vpon the Lyon, and the rugged Beare, 
And from - ſhe Beares teats her whelps to teare 3 
And cke wilde roring Bulls hee would him make 
To tame, and ride = backs not made to beare 3 
And the Robucks in fight to overtake, 

That cuery beaſt for fearc of him did flic and quake. 


25 
Thereby ſo fearcleſſe, and fo fell he grows 

That his owne fire and maiſter of his guile, 

Did often tremble at his horrid view, 

And oftfor dread of hurt would him aduiſe, 

The angry beaſts notraſhly to deſpiſe, 

Nor too much to provoke ; for he would learne 

The Lyon ſtoupeto him in lowe wiſe, 

(Aleflon hard) and make the Libbard ſtearne 
Leaueroanng, — —E_ for revenge did yearne. 

2 


And for to make his powre apptoued more, 

VV1lde beaſts in iron yokes he would cormpell; 
The ſpotted Panther, and the tusked Bore, 
The Bardale fwift, and the Tigre cruell ; 
The Antelope, and Wolfe, both fierce and fell; 
And them conſtraine in teame to draw. 
Such ioy he had, their ſtubborne hartsto quell, 
And ſturdie courage tame with dreadfull awe, 

That tus beheaſt they feaxed, as proud tyrants lawe. 


27 
His louing mother came ypon a da 
Veto woods, to hiokes linlefonne ; 
And chaunc'tvnwares to meet him im the way, 
After his ſports, and cruell paſtime done, 
When after hum aLyoneſle did runne, 
That roaring all with rage, did loude requere 
Her children deare, whom he away had vvonne : 
The Lyon vvhelps ſhe ſaw hovy he did beare, 
And lullin rugged armes, withouten chuldifh feare: 


28 

The fearefull Dame all quaked at the fight, 
And _ back, TT ro fie __ 
Vanll with loue revok't from yaine attright, 
She hardly yet perfwaded was to itay, 
And then to himthele womaniſh words gan ſay; 
Ah Satyrane, my dearling, and my ioy, 
For loue of mee leaue oft this dreadful play; 

' Todally thus withdeath, is no fit toy, 
Goe find ſome other play-fellowes, mine own ſweet boy. 


In theſe, and like deli ofb1 
eagle 


He trained was,ull riper yeeres 


Walk in that foreſt, whom he had no 
To fearehus force: and then his courage haughr 
Defir'd of forraine foemen to be knowne, 
And farre abroaJ for ſtrange adventures ſought : 
In which his might was neucr overthcowne, 
But through all Facry lond his famous worth was blowee. 


: © 
Yetcucrmoreit was his FE. ra fure, 
After long labours and adventures ſpent, 
Vnto thole native vvoodsfor to repaire, 
To ſee his Sire and ofspring auncient. 
And now he thither came tor hke1ntent; 
Where he vnwares the faireſt Fra found, 
Strange Lady, ni ſo habiliment, 
V the Satyres, which her ſat around, 
True ſacred lore, whichfrom her fweet hips did redound: 


: 

He wondred at her italy heauenily rare, 
VVhoſe like in womens wit ke neuer knew; 
And when her curteous deeds he did compare, 
Gan her admire, and herſ:d ſorrowestew, 
Blaming of Fortune, which ſuch troubles threw, 
And ioyd to make proofe of her crueltic 
On gen:le Dame, fo hurtleſſe, and fo true : 
Thenceforth he kept her goodly company, 

Andlezrnd her diſcipline of Faith and veritie. 


2 
But ſhee, all vow'dvnto the Redcroſſe Knivh, 
His wandring-perill cloſely did lament, 
Nein this new acquamtance could delight, 
But her deate heart with anguiſh did torment, 
And all her wit in ſecret counſels fpent, 
How to eſcape. Arlaſt, in privie wiſe 
To Satyrane ſhee ſhevved her intent 3 
VVhogladto gaine ſuch f:u9ur, gan deuiſe, 
How with or” Maid he beſt mighe thence ariſe. 
3- 
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SO, 0n a day, when Satyres Fi were gone 
Todoctheir feruice to Sylvan old, 
The gentle virgin (left behind alone) 
He led away with courage ſtout and bold. 
Too late itwas to Satyres to be told, 
Or cuer hoperecouer her againe : 
1a vaine helcckes, that hauing cannot hold. 
+ ofaſt he carried her with carcfull paine, 
Th.t they the woods arepaſt, and come now to the Plaine. 


4 

The better part now of the Loaries day, 

They trauaild had, when as they far clpide 

A weary wight forwandring by the way, 

And towards him they gan1n haſteto nide, 

To weet of newes, that did abroad beride, 

Or rydings of her knight of the Redcroſſe. 

But hee them ſpying, gan to turne aſide, 

For feare, as ſcen'd;e orfor lome feignedlofle; 
More greedy they of newes, faſt towards him do croflc. 


5 
A filly man, in fimple Wy forworne, 
And oild with duſt of the long dried way ; 
His ſandales were with toileſome trauel]ltorne, 
And face all tand with ſcorching ſunny ray, 
As he had trauaild many aſommers day, 
Tbrough Þoyling ſands of Araby and 1d ; 
And in his hand a Jacobs ſtaffe, to ſtay 
His wearie hmbes vpon : and cke behind, 
His ſcrip did hang, in which his ncedments he did bind, 
6 


The Knight approching ak ofhim inquerd 

Tydivgs of warre, and ofadventures new; 

But warres, nor new adyentures none hc herd, 

Then Ynagan to askeif ought he knew, 

Orhcard abroad ofthat herchimpion true, 
 Thatinhis armour barea croſlet red. 

Aye mee, deare Dame (quoth hee) well may Irue 

Tortell the {ad fight, which mine eyes have read : 
Theſe cyes did ſee that Knight both luing and eke dead 


7 

That crucll word her ys. hart ſo thrild, 

That ſuddaine cold did runne through cuery yaine, 

And ſtony horrour all her ſenſes ftld 

With dying fit, that downe ſhefell for paine. 

The knight her lightly reared vp _ 

And comforted with curteous kind reliefe : 

Then wonne from death, ſhee bade him tcllen plane 

The further proceſle of her hidden griefe ; | 
Theleflcr pangs can beare,who hath endur'd the chicke. 


8 

Then gan the Pilgrim this, I chaunc't this day, 

This fatall day, that ſhall Ieuerrew, 

To ſee two Knights in trauel] on my way 

(A ory fight) arrang'd in battell new, 

Both breathing vengeance, both of wrathfull hew : 

My fearcfull fleſh d1d tremble attheir ſtrife, 

Tolce their blades ſo greedily zmbrew, 

That crunk with bloud, yetthirſted afterlife : (knife. 
What more? the Red:rofſe knight was ſlaine with Paynim 


Ah deareſt Lord (quorh ſhes) how might that bee, 
And he the ſtoureſt Kmght that eucr wonne ? 
Ah dearci{t Dame (quoth he) how might I ſee 
Thething that might not be, and yet was donne? 
Whereis (laid Satyrane) that Paynims ſonne, 
Thar him of lite, and vs of toy hath reft? 
Not farre away (quoth hee) hee hence doth wonne 
Foreby a fount.une, where [late him kft (cleft. 
Waſhing tus bloudy wounds, that through the ſteele were 


40 
There-with the Knight thence marched forth in haſt, 
Whales Yna with huge heauinefle opprelt, 
Could not for forrow follow him ſo taſt; 
And ſoone hecame; as he the place had gheſt, 
Whereas that Pagan proude himſelfe did reſt, 
In ſecret ſhadow by a fountaine fide : 
Euen hee it was, that earſt would haue ſuppreſt 
Faire Yna : whom when Satyrane eſpide, 
With foule reprochefull words he boldly him defide. 


41 
And ſaid, Ariſe thou curſed Miſcreant, 
That haſt with knightleſle ouile and trecherous traine, 
Faire knighthood touly ſhamed, and dooft yaunt 
That good Knight of the Rederoſſe to haue flaine: 
Ariſe, and with hike treaſon now maintaine 
Thy gwlty wrong, or elle thee guilty yield. 
The Sarazin this hearing, roſe amanne, 
And catching vp in haſte his three ſquare ſhield, 
And ſhinivg helmet, foone him buckled to the field. 


43 

And drawing nigh him, ſaid, Ah misborneElfe, 

In euill houre thy foes thee hather ſent, 

Anothers wrougsto wreake vpon thy lelfe : 

Yet ill thou blameſt mee, fekatng blene 

My name with = and traiterous intent; 

That Redcroſſe Knight, perdie, Incuer flew : 

Bur had he beene, where carſt his armes were lent, 

Th'enchaunter yaine his errour ſhould norrue: 
But thou his errour ſhalt, thope,now proucn true. 


4 

There-with they gan, both Ri and fell, 

To thunder blowes, and fiercely to afſaite 

Each other bent his enemy to quell, 

That with their force they pearc't both plate and maile; 

And made widefurrowes in their fleſhes Fraile, 

That it would pitty anyliuing eye. 

Large floods of bloud adowne heir fides didraile x 

But floods of bloud could not them ſutisfie : 
Both huvgred after death : both choſe to win, ardies 


44 

Solong they fighr, and fell revenge purſue, 

Thar fainting each, themſclues ro breathen ler, 

And oft refreſhed, bartell oftrenue : 

As when two Bores with rankling malice met, 

Their gory ſides freſh blecding fiercely frer, 

Till breathlefle both them(clues afide retire, 

Where foaming wrath, their cruell tusks they wher, 

And trample th'earth, the whiles they may refpirez 
Thza back ro fight againe, new breathed andentire, 

So 


va 
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So fiercely, _ theſe Knights had breathed once, 

They gan to fight returne, increaſing more 

Their puſſanc orce,and cruell rage atronce, 

With heaped ſtrokes, more egely then before, 

That with their drerie wounds and bloudy gore 

They both deformed, ſcarcely could be knowne. 

By this, {ad Yn fraught with anguiſhſore, 

Led with their noiſe, which throgh the aire was throwne, 
Arriu'd,wherthey in carth their fruitlefle bloud had fowne, 

46 

Whom all ſo ſoone as thatproude Sarazin 

Eſpide, he gan reuiue the mem 

his lewd luſts, and late attempred fin, 

And left the doubtfull bartell haſtily, 

Tocatch her, newly offred to his eye: 

But Satyrane with ſtrokes him turning, ſtaid, 

And ſternely bade him other buſines ply, 

Then hunt the ſteps of pure vnſpotred Maid : 
Where-with he all cnrag'd, theſe bitter ſpeeches ſaid. 


- 
Y, 
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O fooliſh faeries ſonne, what furic mad 
Hath thee incenſt, to haſte thy dolefull fate 2 
Wereit not better I that Lady had, 
Then that thou hadſt repented it too late ? 
Moſt ſenſelefſe man he, that himſclfe doth hate, 
To loue another. Lo then, for thine aid, 
Heere take thy louers token on thy pate. 
So they two Goht ;the whiles the royall Maid 
Fled farre away, of that proude Paynim fore affraid. 
8 
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But that falſe Pilgrim, which that leafing told, 
Beeing indeed old Archimage, did ſtay 
In fecretſhadow, all this to behold, 
And much rezoyced intheir bloudy fray : 
But when he ſaw the Damſell pafle away, 
He left his ſtond, and her purſewd apace, 
In hope to bring her to her laſt decay. 

+ But, forto tell her lamentable caſe, 
And cke this batrels end, will need another place, 
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> Hat man fo wiſe, what earthly wit ſo ware, 
3G, As to deſcry the crafty cunning traine, 
By which Decceitdoth mask un vizourfure, 
SN And caſt her colours dyed deep in graine, 
To ſcemelike Truth, whole ſhape ſhe well can zine, 
And fitting geſtures to her purpoleframe, 
The guiltletie man with gwle to entertaine ? 
Great maiſtreſle of her art was that falſe Dame, 
The falle Dueſſe, cloked with Fideſſaes name. 


2 

Who, when returning from the irht, 
She found not in that oe atk Traits 
Where ſhe had left the noble Redcroſſe knight, 
Her hoped pray ; ſhe would no lenger bide, 
But forth ſhee went, to ſceeke him far and wide. 
Ere long ſhe found whereas he wearie (ate, 
To reſt himſelfe, foreby a fountaine fide, 
Difarmed all of iron-coated Plate, 

And by his fide his ſeed the graſlic forage ate. 
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Hee feedes vpon the cooling ſhade, 2nd bayes 

His (weatie forehead in the breathing wind, 

Which through the trembling leaues full gently playes, | 

Whercia the cheerfull birds of ſundry kind 

= chaunt _ mafick, ro delight his mind: 

e VVitch approchi himfurel 

And with non of carclſelle waking £0 

Vpnrapey for leauing her in place vnmecr, (tweer. 
With foule words tempring faire, ſowre gall with home 


4 
Vakindneſle paſt, they gan of folacetreat, 
And bathe in pleafaunce of the joyous ſhade, 
Which ſhielded them againſtthe boyling heat, 
And with greene boughes decking a gloomy gla4e, 
Abour the fountaine hike a girlond made; 
Whoſe bubbling waue did euer freſhly well, 
Ne ener would through feruentſommer fade : 
The facred Nymph, which therein wont to dwell, 
Was out of Dianesfauour, as it then befell/ 
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The cauſe was this: One a when Phebe faire 
With all her b..nd was following the chace, 
This Nymph, uite tyr'd — of ſcorching are, 
Sardowne torcit in middeſt of the race : ; 
The Goddefle,wroth, gan foulic her diſgrace, 
And b..de the waters, which trom her did flowe, 
Be luch as ſhee herlclte was then in place. 
Thenceforth her waters waxed dull and flowe, 
And all that drunk thereof, did faint and feeble growe. 


6 
Heereof this | Knight vnweeting was, 
And lying downe vpon the {andie graile, 
Drunke of the ſtreame, as cleare as _ glaſs : 
Etrloones his manly forces gan tofaile, 
And nughty ſtrong vyas turn'd to feeble fraile. 
His changed powres at firſt themſelues not felt, 
Till crudled cold his courage gan aflaile, 
And chceerefull bloud in faintneſſe chill did melt, 
Which like a Feaver-fitthrough all his body (welt. 


7 
Yet goodly court he made ſtill to his Dame, 
Pour'd out in looſneffe onthe grafſie ground, 
Both carelefle of his health, and of his fame : 
Till at the laſt he heard a dreadfull ſound, 
Which through the wood loud bellowing did rebound, 
That all the earth for terrour leem'd to ſhake, 
And trees did tremble. Th'Elfe there-with aſtound, 
Vpſtarted lightly from his looſer make, 
And his my weapons ganin hand totake. 
8 


But ere he could his armour on him dight, 
Or get his ſhield, his monſtrous enemy 
With ſturdie ſteps came ſtalking in his fight, 
An hideous Giant, horrible and hue, 
That with his talnefle ſeem'd to threat the skie, 
The ground cke groned vnder him for dreed ; 
His huinghke ſaw neuecr living eye, 
Ne durſt bchold : his ſtature did exceed 
The hight of three the talleſt ſonnes of mortall ſeed. 


The gre. teſt Earth his mod mother was, 
And bluſtring Aeolus his boaſted fire, 
Who with his breath, which through the world doth 
Her hollow womb did ſecretly in{pure, (pals, 
And fild her hidden caues with ſtornue ire, 
"Thar ſhee conceiu'd ; and trebbling the due time, 
In which the wombes of women docexpire, 
Brought forth this monſtrous maſſe of earthly ſlime, 
- Puft yp with empnee wind, and fild with finfull crime. 


10 
So, growen great through arrogant delight 
of th' high deſcent, whcreot he was yborne, 
And through preſun. ption of his matchleſſe might, 
All other powres and knighthood he did ſcorne. 


Suchnow he marcheth to this man forlorne, 
And leftto loſle : his ſtalking ſteps are ſtaide 
Vpon a ſnaggy Oake, which he had torne 
Out of his mothers bowels, and it made 
11:5 mor:2'l mace, where-with his focmen he diſmaide. 


It 
Thar, when the Kaighthe ſpilc, he gan aduaunce 
With huge force and inf ai 
And towards hum with dreadfull fury praunce ; 
Who hapleſle, and cke hopelefle, all in vaine 
Did to him pale, fad batraile to darraine, 
Diſarm'd, diſgrac't, and inwardly dilmaide, 
And eke ſo faint in every ioynt and yaine, 
Through thar fraile fountune, which him feeble made, 
That ſcarcely could he weeld his bootlefle fingle blade. 
12 
The Giant ſtrooke ſo mainly mercileſle, 
That could haue overthrowne a ſtony towre; 
And were not heauenly grace, thathim did blefle, 
He had been poulerc all, asthin as lowre : 
But hee was wary of that deadly ſtowre, 
And lightly leapt from vnderneath the blowe : 
Yerſo excceding was the villaines powre, 
That with the wind it did him overthrowe, 
Andall his (enſes ſtound, thatſtill he lay full lowe. 


I 

As when that diueliſh iron En in wrought 

In deepeſt Hell, and fram'd by Faries skill, 

With windy Nitre and quick Sulphur fraught, 

Andramd with bulletround, ordaind to kill, 

Conceueth fire, the heauens it doth fill 

With thundring noiſe,and all the aire doth choke, 

That none can breathe;nor ſee, nor heare at will, 

Through ſmouldry cloade of duskiſh ſtinking ſmoke, 
Thatth'oncly breath him 4aunts,who hatheſcap't the 


| 14 (ſtroke. 

So daunted when.qhe Giant {aw the Knight, 

His heauy hand he hcaued yp on hie, 

Andhim to duſtrhought wa battred quite, 

Varill Dueſſaloud to him gan cry ; 

O great Orgoglio, greateſt vnder sky, 

O hold thy m hand for Ladies ſake, 

Hold for RR and dochimnotto dic; 

Bur,yanquiſht,thine eternall bondſlaue make, 
And mee thy worthy mecd vato thy Lemaa take. 


15 
He harkned, and did ſtay fromfurther harmes, 
Togaine ſo g guerdon, as ſhee ſpake : 
So, willingly ſhe came into his armes, 
Who her as willingly to gracedid take, 
And was poſlefled of his new found make. 
Thenvp he tooke the ſlumbred ſenſclefle corſe, 
And ere he could out of his ſwoune awake, 
Himto his Caſtle brought with haſtie force, 
And in a Dungeon deepc him threw without remorſe. 
16 


From that day _ m_ was his deare, 
And highly honour'd 1n his e: 
He —_ &h gold, and —— 
And triple crownelet on her head full hie, 
And her endow'd with royail maieſtie : 
Then, for to make her dreaded more of men, 
And peoples harts with awfull terrour tie, 
A monſtrovs beaſt ybredin filthy fen 
He choſe, which he had keptlong ume mdarkſome _ 
Su 
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Such one it was, as thatrenowmed Snake 
Which great Alcides in Stremonaflew, 
Long foſtred in the filth of Lernalake, 
Whoſe many heads out buddirg cuer new, 
Did breed him endlefle labour to ſubdew : 
Butthis ſame Monſter much more vgly was; 
For, ſeauen great heads outof has body b 
An Iron breait, and back of ſcaly braſs, 
And all embrewdin bloud, his eyes did ſhine as glaſs. 
18 
His tayle was ſtretched out in wondrou? length, 
Thatto the houſe of heauenly Gods itraught, 
And with extorted powre, and borrow'd ſtrength, 
The euer-burning lamps from thence it brought, 
And proudly threw to ground, as things of nought; 
And vnderneath his filthy feet did tread 
The facred things, and holy beaſts foretaughr. 
Vpon thus dreadfull Beaſt with ſeauentold head 
He ler the falſe Dueſſa, for more awe and dread. 


I 

The wofull Dwarfe, which ' his maiſters fall, 

| Whales he had keeping of his grafing ſteed, 
And valiant knight become a cayriue thrall, 
When all was paſt, tooke vp his fortorne weed, 
His mighty armour, mufling moſt atnecd 
His filuer ſhicld, now 1dle maiſterleſſe; 
His poynant ſpeare, that many madeto bleed, 
Theructfull monuments of heauineſle, 


And with them all departs, to tell his great diſtreſle. 
0 
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He had not trauaild long, when on the way » 

He wofull Lady (wotull Yna) met, 

Fait flying from the Paymums greedy pray, 

Whilſt Satyrane him from purtuir did let: 

Who when her eyes ſhe on the Dwarte had ſer, 

And ſw the fignes that deadly rylings ſpake, 

Shec tell ro ground for ſorrowfull regret, 

And liuely breath her (ad breaſt did forlake, 
Yettmughc her pittious hart be ſeeneto pant and quake. 


21 

The meſſenger of ſo vnhappy newes, 

* Would taine have dide: dead was his hart within, 
Yet outwardly ſome little comfort ſhewes : 
Artlaſt recoucring hart, he does begin 
To rub her temples, and to chaufe her chin, 
And cuery RR does tofle and turne : 
So hardly he the flitred ife does win, 
Vnto her native priſon to retourne : 

Then gins her grieued ghoſtthustolament and mourne. 


22 
Yee dreary inſtruments of dolefull ſight, 
That doe this deadly ſpeCtacle behold, 
Why doe ye lenger teed on loathed light, 
Or liking find to gaze on earthly mold, 
Sith cruel] Fates fe carcfull threeds vnfold, 
The which my life and loue together tide ? 
Now letthe ſtony dart of (enſeleſle cold : 
Pearceto my hart, and paſſe througheuery ſide, 
And leteternall night fo fad fight fro mee hide. 


23 
yo day, the lamp of higheſt Toue, 
1 


rſt made by him, mens wanering waiesto guide, 


When darknefle he in deepeſt dungeon drouc, 
Henceforth thy hated face for cuer hide, 

And ſhut vp heauens windowes ſhuring wide: 
For earthy fight can nought butſorrow breed, 
And laterepentance, which ſhall Jong abide. 


Mine eyes no more onvaniticſhall tecde, 


Bur ſceled vp with death, ſhall haue their deadly meed. 
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Then downe againeſhee fell vnto the ground ; 
But hee her quickly reared yp againe : 
Thrice d1d ſhee fink adowne it deadly fwound, 
And thrice hee her reviw'd with buſicpaine : 
Ar laſt, when life recouer'd had the raine, 
And over-yreſtled his ſtrong enemie, 
With foltring rongue, and trembling cuery vaine, 
Tell on (quoth ſhee)the wofull Tragedic, 
The which theſe reliques {ad preſent ynto mineeye. 


Tempeſtuous Fortune hath Gene all her ſpight, 
And thrilling ſorrow throwne his vemoſt dart; 
Thy {ad tongue cannottell more heauy plight, 
Then that 1 Fete, and harbourin mine har: : 
Who hath endur'd the whole, can beare cach part. 
If death it be, itis notthefirſt wound, 

Thar launced hath my breaſt with bleedin o {marr. 
= andend the bitter balefullſtound ; 

If lefle then that I feare,more fauour I haue found. 


26 
Then gan the Dwarfe the whole diſcourſe declare, 
The ſubtile traines of Archimago old ; 
The wanton loues of falle Fideſſa fare, 
Bought with the bloud of vanqurſhe Paynim bold: 
The wretched payre transformed to treen mold; 
The houſe of Pride, and perils round about; 
The combat, which he with Sans icy did hold ; 
The lucklefle confi with the Giant ſtout, 
Wherein captiu'd, ofhfe or death he ſtood in donbt, 


27 
Shee heard with patienceall vnto the end, 
And ſtroue to maiſter ſorrowfull aflay : 
Which greater grew, the more ſhe did contend, 
And almoſt rent her render hart 1n tway; 
And loue freſh coales vnto her fire did lay : 
For, greater loue, the is the lofle. 
Was —-—_ Lady joued dearer day, 
Then ſhe did loue the Knight of the Reder»ſſe; 
For whoſe deare fake fo many troubles hcr did roſe. 
28 
At laſt, when feruent ſorrow ſlaked was, 
She vp aroſe, reloluing him to find 
Aliue or dead: and forward forth doth paſs, 
All as the Dwarfethe way to her aſſign'd : 
And cuermore in conſtant carefull mind 
She fed hcr wound with freſh renewed bale; 
Long toſt with ſtormes, and ber with bitter wind, 
High over hills, and lowe adownethe dale, 


Shee wandred many a wood, and meafur'd many avale. 
Atlaſt 
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At laſt, ſhe chaunced by good hapto meet 
A goodly —_ Fure marching by the way 

Together with his Squire, arrayed meet: 
His glitterand armour ſhined farre away, 
Like glauncing light of Phebus brighteit ray ; 
From top to toe no place apj.cared bare, 
That deadly dint of ſteele endanger may : 


A! wart his breaſt a bauldrick braue he ware, (rare. 
T..:t ſhin'd ike twinkling ſtars, with ſtones moſtprecrous He would them gazing blind, or turne to other hew. 
6 


O 
And in the nudſt thereof, kx ious ſtone 
Of wondrous worth, and os wondrous mights, 
Shap'tlike a Ladies head, exceeding ſhone, 
Like Heſperusemongſtthe leſſer lights, 
And ſtroue for to amaze the weaker fights ; 
Thereby, his morrall blade full comely hong 
In Iuone ſheath, ycarv'd with curious fights ; 
Whole hilts were burniſht gold, and handle ſtrong 
Of mother pearle, and buckled with a golden tong. 
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His haughtic helmer, horrid all with gold, 
Both glorious brightnes, and great terrour bred; 
For, all the creſt a Dragon did enfold 
With greedy pawes, and ouer all did fpred 
His golden wings : his dreadfull hidecus hed 
Cloſe couched onthe beuer, ſeem'd trothrowe 
From flaming mouth bright ſparkles ficriered, 
That ſuddaine horror to faint did ſhowe; 


Aad ſcaly taile was ſtretcht adowne his back full lowe. 


2 
Vpon the top of all his lof - creſt, 
A bunch of haires diſcolourd diuerſly, 
With ſprinkled pearle, and gold full richly dreſt, 
Did ſhake, and{ecm'd to daunce forollity, 
Liketo an Almond tree ymounted hic 
On top of c Seling all alone, 
With bloſſoms braue bedecked daintily ; 
Whole tender locks do tremble cuery one 
At euery httle breath, that ynder heaucn is blowne, 


His warlike ſhield all cdofely cone's was, 

Ne might of mortall eye be cuer ſeene ; 

Not made of ſteele, nor of enduring braſs, 

Such earthly mettals ſoone conſumed beene : 

Bur all of Diamond perfe@pure and cleene 

It framed was, one maſhe entire mould, 

Hewen out of Adamant rock with engines keene, 

That point of ſpeare it neuer pearcen could, 
Nedint of dircfull (word dividethe ſubſtance would. 
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The ſame to wight hee —_ wont diſcloſe, 

But when as monſters huge he would diſmay, 

Or daunt vnequall armies of his foes, 

Or when the Gring heauens he would affray ; 

For, ſo exceeding ſhone his ghſtring ray, 

That Phebus golden faceit did attaint, 

As when a cloud his beames doth ouer-lay; 

And filuer Cynthia wexed pale and faint, 


As when herface is ſtaind with magick arts conſtraint. 
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No magick arts heereof had any might, 


Nor bloudy words of bold Enchaunters call, 
Bur all that was not ſuch, as{eem'din fight, 
Before that ſhield did fade, and {uddune fall ; 
And when him liſt the xaſcall routes appall, 
Men into ſtones there-with he could rranſmew, 
Andſtones to duſt, and duſtto nought at all; 
And, when him liſt the prouder hn lubdew, 


Nelet it ſceme, that ant this exceeds: 
For, he that made the lame, was knowne rioht well 
To haue done much more admurable deeds ' 
Ir Merlin was, which whilome did exccll 
All luwing wightes in nught of magick ſpell : 
Both ſhield, and ſword, and armour all he wrought 
For this young Prince, when firſt to armes he fell; 
But when he dide, the Facric _ it brought 
To Facric lond, where yet it may be (cence, if ſought. 
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A =_ youth, his tenchrlonal uire, 
is ſpeare of Heben wood behind him bare, 
Whoſe harmefull head, thrice heated in the fire, 
Had riven many a brealt with pikehead ſquare; 
A goodly perſon, and could menage faire 
His ms ſteed with curbed canon bit, 
Who vnder him did trample as the aire, 
And chauft, that any on his backe ſhould fit; 
Theironrowels into frothy fome he bit. 


8 
When as this Knight nigh > the Lady drew, 
With louecly court he gan her entertaine; » 
But when he heard her an{wersloth, he knew 
Some ſecret ſorrow did her heart diſtraine : 
Which t.. allay, and calme her ſtorming paine, 
Faire feeling words he wiſely gan diſplay, 
And for her humour firing purpoſe faine, 
To tempt the caule it (elfe for to bewray , 
Wherwith emmoy'd, theſe blecding words ſhe gan to Gay: 


What worlds delight, or joy offinig ſpeach 
Can heart, ſoplung'd in lea of forrowes deep, 
And heaped with ſo huge misfortunes,reach 2 
The carefull cold beginneth for to creep, 
And in my hearthis iron arrow ſteep, 
Soone as I thinke vpon my batter bale : 
Such helpleſſe harmes it's better hidden keepe, 
Then rip vp griefe, where it may notauaile, 

My laſt left comfort is, my woes to weep and waile. 


40 

Ah Lady deare, quoth thenthe gentle Knight, 

Well may I weene, your griete1s wondrous great z 

For wondrous great griete groneth in my ſpright, 

Whiles thus I heare you of your ſorrowes treat. 

But wofull Lady, let me you intreat, 

For to vnfold the anguiſh of your hart : 

Mishaps are maiſtred by adviſe dilcreet, 

And couaſell mitigates the greateſt ſmart; 
Found neucr help, who acuer would his hurts impart. 
O! but 
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O ! bur (quoth ſhee) great griete willnot be told, 
And can morecafily be ought, then ſaid. 
Right ſo (quoth he) bathe, thatneuer would, 
Could neuer : will ro might giues greateſtaide. 
Bur griefc (quoth ſhee) does greater _ diſplaid, 
If then it find not help, and breeds deipaire 
Deſpair breeds not (quoth he) where faith is ſtaid. 
No faith lo faſt (quoth ſhe) bur fleſh does parte. 
Fleſh may empaire (quoth he) but reaſon canrepaire. 
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His goodly reaſon, and well guided ſpeach, 
So Jeep did ſertle in her _ thought, 
Thar her per{waded to diiclole the breach, 
Which loue and fortunein her hart had wrought, 
And {aid; Faure Sir, Fred bop a rInges 
Youto inquire the ſecrets of my gies 
Orthat your wiſedome will dire&t my thought, 
Orthatyour prowelle can me yield relicte : 

Then heare the ſtorie ſad, which I ſhall tell you briefe. 
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The fori-rne Maider,uiborn your eyes hane ſeene 
The laughing ſtock of Fortunes mockeries, 
Am th'only daughter of a King and Queene, 
Whoſe Parents deare, whil ft equall Deitinies 
Did runne abour, and their felicines 
The fauourable heauens did not envie, 
Did ſpread their rule through all the territorics 
hich Phiſon and Euphrates loweth by, 
F'.| Gebons golden waucs doe waſh conmnually; 


Till that their cruellcurſed enemy, 
An huge great Dragon hornblein ſight, 
Bred in the loathly of Tartary, 
With murdrous ravine, anddeuouring might 
Their kingdome ſpoild, and country waſted quight: 
Themlelues, fer aadin his jawes to (all, 
Hee forc't to caſtle ſtrong to take ther ſught, 
Where faſt embardin ——_ W 

cs beſieg' 


He has them now foure yeer 


45 

Full many knights adyenturous and ſtour, 
Haue enterpriz'd that Monſter to ſubdew; 
From euery coaſt thatheauen walks about, 
Hae thither come the noble Marriall crew, 
That famous hard atchieuements ſtill purſew, 
Yer neuer any could that girlond win, 

But all t:ll ſhrunk, and lhe greater 
All they for wantof faith, orguilt of fin, 
Thepittiouspray of his fierce crueltic haue bin. 
46 
aſt, yled with farre reportedpraiſe, 

LE flying Fame dadakogt the world had ſpred, 
Of dough ghts, whom Facry land did raiſe, 
Thatnoble order hight of Maidenhed, 
> ro court of __ I _ 
Ot Gloriane, great QQueene 1ght, 
Wholckmglomoer Lanth gi 
There to obtaine ſome ſuch redoubted knight, 

That Parcuts deare from Tyrants powre deliuer might. 


dto make thEthrall. Inveigled him to followe her defires yamect. 


So forth they wear, the Dwarfe them guiding 


47 
It was my chance (my chance was faire and good) 


There for to find freſh vnprooucd knight, 
Whoſe manly hands imbrew'd in guilty bloud 
Had neuer been, ne ever by his m1 

Had throwne to ground the varegarded right : 
Yet of his proweſle proofc he fince hath made 
(I witnefle am) in many a cruell fight; 

The groning ghoſts of many one diſmaide 


Haue feitthe barter dint of his ayenging blade. 
And yee the forlomereli 


of his powre, 
His byting word, and hi Rows 
a ftowre, 


Which haue endured —_ 

Can ſpeake his prowefle, that did earſt you beare, 
And well could rule: now he hath left you heere,, * 
To be the record of his ruefull loſle, | 
And of my dolefull diſaycnturous deare : 

O' heauierecord of the good Rederoſſe, 


Where haue you left your Lord,that could ſo wel you tos ? 
__ 
Well hoped, andfiire beginnings had, 


That he my captiuelangour ſhouldredecrae, 
Till all vaweerng, an Mocha bad 

His fenſe abuy'd, and made him to miſdeeme 

My loyaltie, not ſuch as it did ſeeme; 

Thatrather death defire, then ſuch deſpight. 

Be iudge ye beauens, that all things right cſtceme, 
How [him loy'd, and loue with all my might, 


&o thought Ickeof him, andthink 1 thought anght. 
50 
Thenceforth, mee deſolate he 


To wander where wilde fortune would me lead, 
And other bywaics he himlelfe betooke, 
Where neuer foot of living wight did tread, 
That broughtnor back the balefull body dead ; 
In which him chaunced falſe Dueſſa mect, 

Mine _—— mine onely deadly dread, 

Who with her witchcraftand miſſeeming ſweet, 


51 
Arlaſt, by ſubtill Nzighrs ſhee himiberraid 


Vato his foe, a Giant huge and tall, 

Who him difarmed, diffolute, diſmaid, 
Vowares ſurpriſed, and with mighty mall 

The monſter mercilefſe him madetofall, 
Whoſefull did neuer foe before behold; 

And now in 4arkfome dungeon, wretched thrall, 
Remedileſle, for aye he doth him hold ; 


This is my cauſe of griefe, more great then may be told. 


F2 


Ere ſhee had ended all, ſhee g10 toliin : 


But hee her megan faire belpake, 

Certes, Madame, ye haue great canſe of plaint, 

That ſtouteſt hearr, Fas co cauſeto quake. - 

But be of cheere, and comfort ro you take : | 

For, nll I have acquit our captiue 

Aflure your ſelfe, os \wadye : x, 

His cheerfull words reviy'd her ch fright:-. _ 
Cant. 
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= Fairevirgin to redeeme her deare 


FE brings Arthur to the fight : 
YE Who ſlayes that Giant,wounds the beaſt, = 
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Y mee! how many perils doe cnfold 
The righteous man, romake him daily fall ? 
SAVE Were not, that heauely grace doth him yphold, 
D And ſtedfaſt truth acquite him our of all. 

Herloue is firme, her care continuall, 

So oftas hee, through his owne fooliſh pride, 

Or weakenefſle, is to finfull bands made thrall : 

Elſe ſhould this Redcroſſe knight in bands haue dide, 
For whoſe deliuerance ſhe this Prince doth thither guide. 


2 
They ſadly trauaild thus, votillthey came 
Nigh to a Caitle builded ſtrong and hie : 
Then cride the Dwarfe, Lo, yonder is the ſame, 
In which my Lord my liege doth lucklefle lie, 
Thrall tothat Giants hatefull ryrannic : 
Therefore, deare Sir, your mightie powres aflay. 
The noble knightalighted by and by 
From loftic ſteed, and bade the Lady ſtay, 
To ſce whatend of fight ſhould him befall that day. 


3 
So with the Squire, th'admirer of his might, 
He marched forth towards thatcaſtlewall ; 
Whoſe gates he found faſt ſhur, ne living _- 
To ward the ſame, nor anſwere commers call. 
Then tooke that Squire an home of bugle ſmall, 
Which hung adowne his fide in twiſted gold, 
And tafſels gay. Wide wonders over all 
Ofthar ſame hornes great vertues weren told, 
Which had approoued been in ſes manifold. 


4 

Was neuer wightthat heard that ſhilling ſound, 

But trembling feare did feele in euery vaine ; 

Three milesit might be cafie heard around, 

And Ecchoes three anſwerd it ſelfe againe : 

No falſe enchauntment, nor deceitfu!l truve 

Might once abide the terror of that blaſt, 

Bur preſently was yoide and wholly vaine : 

No gate ſo ſtrong, no lock ſo firme and faſt, 


But with that pearcing noile flew open quite, or braft, 
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5 
The ſame before the Giants gate he blew, - 
Thar all the Caſtle md from the ground, 
And euery dore of free-will openflew. 
The Giant ſclfe diſmaicd with that ſound 
(Where he with his D»eſſadalliance found) 
In haite came ruſhing forthfrom inner bowre, 
With ſtaring counr'nance ſterne, as one aſtound, 
And ſtaggering ſteps, to weet what ſuddaine ftowre 


Had wrought that horror ſtrange, anddar'd his dreaded 

6 (powre, 

And after him the proude Dweſſe came, ; 
High mounted on her many-headed beaft, 
And euery head with firie tongue did flame, 
And euery head was crowned on his creaſt, 


And bloudie mouthed with late cruell feaſt. 
That when the knight beheld, his mighty ſhucld 
Vpon ns manly arme he ſoone addreſt, 
And at him fiercely flew, with courage fild, 
And cager greeduneſle through cucry member thrild, 


7 
There-with the Giant buckled him to fight, 
Inflam'd with ſcornefull wrath and high diſlaine : 
And lifting vp his dreadfull club on hight, 
All arm'd with ragged ſnubbes and knottic graing, 
Him thoughtar FE: encounter to haue Qlaine. 
But wiſe and warie was that noble Pere, 
Andlightly leaping from ſo moaſtrous maine, 
Did faire ayoide the violence him nere; 
It booted nought, to think, ſuch thunderbolts to beare. 
8 


Ne ſhame hee thoughtro ſhunne ſo hideous might: 

The idle ftroke, enforcing furious way, 

Miſſing the marke of his miſzymed fight 

Did fall to ground, and with has heauy (way, 

So GE dinted in the driuen clay, 

That three yards deep a furrow vp did throwe 3 

The {ad carth wounded with fo fore allay, 

Did grone full gricuous vnderneath the blowe, (ſhowe: 
And trembling with ſtrapge feare, did like an earthquake 1 

| As 
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As when almighty Tone, in wrathfull mood, 
To wreake the gut of morrall finnes is bent, 
Hurles forth his thundring dart with deadly food, 
Enrold in flames, and ſmouldring dreriment, 
Through riuen clowdes and molten firmament; 
The fierce threeforked engin making way, 
Both lofty towres and higheſt trees hath rent, 


And all that mighthis angry paſlage ſtay, 
And ſhooting in the earth,caſts yp amount of clay. 


10 
His boyſtrous club, ſo buried in the gms 

He could not rearen vp againeſo ighr, 

Burt that the Knight him ar avantage found, 

And whiles he ſtroue his combred club to quighr 

Our of the earth, with blade all burning bright 

He ſmote off his left arme, which like a block 

Did fall ro ground, depriv'd of native might ; 

Large ſtreames of bloud out ofthe trunked ſtock 
Forth guſhed, like freſh water ſtreame from riuen rock. 


I 

Diſmaied with ſo deſperate deadly wound, 

And cke impatient of vnwonrted paine, 

He loudly brayd with beaſtly yelling ſound, 

Thar all the fields rebellowed againe ; 

As great a noylſe, as when in Cymbrian Plaine 

Aneard of Bulles, whom kindly rage doth ſting, 

Doe for the milkie mothers wadtt Ine, 

And fill the fields with troublous bellowing, 8 
The neighbour woods around with hollow murmunng., 


12 
That when his deare Dzeſſa heard, and ſaw 
The cuillſtound that dangerd her cſtate, 


Vato his ayde ſhe haſtily did draw 
Her dreadful) who ſfwolne with bloud of late, 


Camerampur with proud tuous gate, 
And r all his heads like =_ _—_—, 
But him the Squiremade quickly toretrate, 
Encountrin with fingle (word in hand, 

And twixt hamand ys Lord did like a bulwarke ſtand. 


I 
The proud Dweſſafull of wrathfull ſpighr, 

And fierce diſdaine to be affronted fo, 

Enforc't her purple beaſt with all her might 

That ſtop out of the way to overthroe, 

Scorning thelet of ſo vnequall foe : 

But omg ypal- ray that commons ſwaine 

Toheryi » gainſt his Lord to poe, 

But wkkou = did himreſtraine, 
And with his body bard the way atwixtthem twaine. 


I4 
Then tookethe Witch her golden cup, 
Which ſtill hebon , replete wah ich, 


Death and 

And ſecret k their inwardparts, 

Th' heaute wounded harts ; 

Which, after and ſome enchauntments ſaid; 
Shelig n his weaker parts; 


Therewi 


ourape ſoone was quaid, 
And all his ſcnſcs were with ſaddaine dread di 


15 

So downe he fell before the cruel] beaſt, 
Who on his neck his bloudy clawes did ſeize, 
Thar life pigh cruſht out of his panniog breaſt : 
No powre he had to ſtirre, nor will tonifſe. 
That, when the carcfull knight gan well avilc, 
He lightly left the foe with whom he fought, 


And to the beaſt gan turne his enterpriſe ; 
For, wondrous _- inhis bart it w_—_ 
To fee his loued Squue into ſuch thraldome brought. 
16 
And high adyauncing his bloud-thirſtie blade, 


Strooke one of thofe deformed heads ſo fore, 
That of his puiſſance proud cnſample made; 
_ y ns ſcalpe downeto his teeth it tore, 
An misformed masſhaped more : 
A ſca of bloud IS gaping wound, 
That her gay garments ſtaind with filthy gore, 
And overflowed all the field around ; 
That over ſhooes in bloud he waded on the ground. 
17 
Therecat he roared for | ine, 
A kancead greahoror would hae bred 
courging th'empnic ayre with hi rraine, 
Through great las, = of his perm] ry 
His | rider from her loftic ſted 
Would haue caſt downe, and trodein durty mire, 
Had not the Giant ſoone her ſuccoured; 
Who,all enrag'd with ſmart and frantick ire, | 
Came huriling 1a full fierce, and forc't the knight retire. 
18 


The force, which wont in two to be diſperſt, 
In one alone left hand he now vnites, - (aſt; 
Which is through rage more then both were 
With which his hideous:club aloft he dites, | 
And at his foe with furious rigour ſmites, 
That ſtrongeſt Oake nii cumetooniarene: 
The ſtroke ypon his ſhi evryranyy ; 
That to the ground itdoubleth himfull 

What morrall might could encr beare ſo monſtrous blowet 


I 

And in his fall, his ſhield that coucr'd was; | , 
Di4 looſe his yeile by chance, and flew : 

Such laning brightnedethrongh She eyer thorn 

Wat Fas on rae, abr x 
Which when the Giant pidewith ſtaring 
He downeler fall bis arme, and ſoft wi 
He wapee eg CI GOETIET | 

For to haue laine the man,that onthe ground didlye. 

20 

et er ang ms yh 
Atflaſhing beames ſunſhiny ſhield, ' 
Became ſtarke blind, all his ſenſes daz'd, 


Whom when his maiſtreſſe proud perceiu'd to fall, 
Whiles yet his feeble feer for faintneſſe reeld, 
Vnto the Giant loudly ſhe gan call, 
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At her ſopittious cry was much amoou'd 
Her 10n ſtout, and for to ayde his friend, 


Againe his womted angry weapon proou'd ; 

N all in vaine : for, he has fe, ping 

In that bright ſhield, and all their forces ſpend 

Themſelucs invaine : for, fince that glauncing fight, 

He hath nopowre to hurt, norto defend; 

As, where th'Almghnies lightning brond does light, 
It dinumes the dazed eyen, and daunts the ſenſes quight. 


22 
Whom when the Prince to battell new addreſt, 
And threatning high his dreadfull ſtroke didſee, 
His ſparkling blade about his head hebleſt, 
And {mote offquite his right legpe by the knee, 
Thar downe he tumbled; as an aged tree, 
High growing on the top of rocky chit, 
Whole hartſtnngs with keene ſteele nigh hewen be, 
The mighty trunk halfe rent, with ragged rift 
Doth roll adowne the rocks, and fall with fearefull drift. 


2 k 

Or as a Caſtle reared high hs round, 

By ſubrile cngins __ malicious flight 

Is vndernnned from the loweſt ground, 

And her foundation forc't, and teebled quight, 

Arlaſt, downefalls, and with her heaped tught 

Her haſtiermne does more heauje make, 

And yields it ſelfe vnto the ViRtors might; 

Such was this Giants fali, thatſeemd to ſhake 
The ſtedfaft globe of carth, as irfor fear did quake. 


24 
The Knight, then lightly leaping tothe pray, 
With Sg ſtecke him nk. aquinefo Lee, 
Thartheadlefle his _— _ lay, 
All wallow'd1n bis owne foulebloudy gore, 
Which flowed from his wounds in wondrous ſtore: 
But ſoone as breath out of his breaſt did paſs, 
That huge great body which the Giantbore, 
Was vaniſht quite, and of that monſtrous maſs 
Was hothing lctr;burlike an empty bladder was. 


25 | 
Whoſe gricuous h—__ falſe Dog fpide, 
Her golden cup-ſhe caſt vnto the ground, 
And coundd Mitrerudel threw afide; 
Suchpearcing griefe ber ſtubborne hart did wound, 
That ſhe could not endure thatdolefullſtound, 
Butlcawwgall behind her, fled away : 
The light-foot Squire her quickly turnd around, 
| And by hard meanes enforcing her to ſtay, 
So broughtynto his Lord, __ deſerued pray. 
a2 


Theroyall Virgin, which beheld from farre, 
In penſiue phght, and ſad pe tie, 
The whole __ ement we ogy watre, 
Came 7 to greethus victorie, 
With ſober gladnefle, and muld modeftic, 
And with ſiveetioyous chexre him thus beſpake; 
Faire branch of nobleſſe, lowre of cheualrie, 
That with your worththe world amazed make, 
How ſhall I quitethe paines ye luffer for may lake > 
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And you freſh bud of yertue ſpringing faſt, 
Whom theſe ſad eyes ſaw nigh vnto deaths dore, 
What hath = Virgia for ſuch perill paſt, 
Where-with you to reward? Accepttherefore 
My ſimple ſelic, and ſeruice euermore; 
And hethat high does fit, and all things fee 
With equall eyes, therr merites to reſtore, 
Behold whatye this day haue donefor mee, 

And what I cannot quite, requite with vluree. 

28 

Bur fith the heauens, and your fairc handling, 
Haue made you maiſter of the field this day, 
Your fortune maiſter eke with gouerning, 
And well begun, end all ſo well, I pray, 
Neletthat wicked womanſcape away ; 
For, ſhee it is that did my Lord bethrall, 
My deareſt Lord, and deep in dungeon lay, 
Where he his better daics [auth waſſed all. 

O heare, how pittious he to you for ayde does call, 
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Forth-with he gaue in charpe vnto his Squire, 

Thar (carlot whoreto keepen carefully ; 

Whiles hc himſelfe with greedy great defire 

Into the Caſtle centred forcibly; 

Whereliuing creature none he did eſpy. 

Then gan he loudly through the houle to call : 

But no man car'd to anſwere to hzs cry, 

Thereraignd aſolemne filence oner all, - 
Nor voice was heard nor wight was feen in'bowre or hall. 


0 

Atlaſt, with creeping cocked paſe forth came 

An old old man, with beardas white as ſnowe, 

Thaton a ſtaffe his feeble ſteps Uid frame, 

And guide his wearie gate bothtoo agd fro ; 

For, his eye ſight himFfailed long ygo : 

And on his arme a bounch of keyes he bdre,, 

The which vnuſed ruſt did ouergrowe oo 

Thoſe were the keyes of cuery inticrgdore, 
But he could not them yſe, bur kep Milin ſtore. 


I 
But very vncouth ſight was A behold 
How he did faſhion his yntoward paſe: 
For,as he forward moov'd his footing old, 
So backward ſtill was turnd his wrinkled face; 
Vnlike to men, who euer as they trace, 
Both fect and face one way are wont to lead. 
This was the ancient keeper of thatplace, 
And foſter-father of the Giant dead; - © 
His name T1gnaro did his naturerightaread. 


2 

His reuerend haires and koly auitie -'--,'* 
The knight much honourd, as befecttie&\well, 
And gently askt, where all the pcopI&dee; / 
Which io that ſturely building wort Wihvdl. 
Who anfwerd him fullfoft, he could! 16t ell. 
Againe he askt, wherethatſame Knight was laid, 
Whom great Oryegtio with his puifſaunce fell 
Had made his caytiwe thrall; againe he (aid, 

He could noxtel}: neeuer other anſwere made. 


Then 
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Then asked he, which aria in might paſs : 
He could not tell, againe he anſwered. 
Thereat the curtcous Knight diſpleaſed was, 
And ſaid, Old fire, it ſcemes thou haſt notred 
How ill it fits with that ſamefilver hed 
In vaine to mock, or mockt in vaine to bee : 
Bur if thou be, as thouart pourtrahed 
With natures pen, in ages graue degree, 

Arcadein grauer wile, what I demaund of thee. 
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His anſwere likewiſe was, be could notrtell. 
Whoſe ſcnſelefle ſpeech, and doted ignorance 
When as the noble Prince had marked well, 
He gheſt his nature by his countenaunce, 
calmd his wrath with goodly te Ce. 
Then to him ſtepping, from his arme did reach 
Thoſe keyes, and made himſelfe free enterance. 
Each dorc he opened withour any breach; 
There was no barre to ſtop, nor foc himtoi 


5 
There all within full rich ap hefound, 
With royall arras and reſplendent gold. 
And did with ſtore of euery thing d, 
That greateſt Princes preſence might behold. 
Bur all the floore (too filthy to be told) 
With bloud of guiltleſle babes, andinnocents true, 
Which there were ſlaine, as ſheepe out of the fold, 
Defiled was, that dreadfull was to view, 
And ſacred aſhes ouer it was ſtrowed new. 


6 
And there beſide of marble ſton was built 
An Altar, cary'd with cunning imagery, 
On which true Chriſtians bled was often ſpilt, 
And holy often doen todie, 
With cruell malice and ſtrong tyranme: 
Whoſe bleſſed ſprites from vnderneath the ſtone 
To Godfor vengeancecride continually, 
And with great griefe were often heard to grone, 


That hardeſt hart wold bleed, to hearetheir pittious mone. 


7 
Through euery roome he FL ht, and euery bowre, 

SA kr could he nd that woful Ithrall : 

At laſt he cameynto an irondore, 

That faſt was lockt, but key found not at all 

_— that bunch, to open it withall; 

But in the ſame a little grate was pight, 

Through which he ſent his voice, and loud did call 

With all his powre, to weet if hung wight , 
Were houſed there within, whom he cnlargen might. 


8 
There-with,an hollow, FR..ad murmuring voyce 
Theſe pittious plaints and dolours did reſound ; 
O who isthar, which brings me happy choice 
Of death, that heere lie dying cuery ſtound, 
Yetliue perforce in bal knefle bound ? 


For, now three Moones haue ch thrice their hew, 


And haue been thrice hid vnd the ground, 
Since I the heauens cheerfull face did view: 
Owelcome thou, that dooſt of death bring rydings true. 


39 | 
Which when that Champion heard, with pearcing point 
Ofparrie deare his hart was thrilled -wly GY 
And trembling horrour ranne through eucry ioynt, 
For ruth of gentle knight ſo foule forlore : 
Which ſhaking off, he rent that iron dore, 
With furious force, and indignation fell ; 
Where entred in, his foot could find no flore, 
Bur all a deepe deſcent, as darke as hell, 
That breathed cuer forth a filthy banefull ſmell, 


40 
But neither darkneſſe foule, nor filthy bands, 
Nor noyous ſmell his purpoſe could with-hold, 
(Entire affeQtion hateth nicer hands) 
Bat that with conſtant zeale, and courage bold, 
Afr =_ aines and labours manifold, 
Hefo e meanes that Priſoner vp to reare 3 
Whole feeble thighes, vnable to vphold 
His pined corle, him ſcarceto light could beare. 
Aruefull ſpeQtacle of death and ghaſtly dreare. 


41 
His fad dull eyes deep ſunk 1n hollowpits, 
Could not endure th'ynwonted ſunne to view 3 
His bare thin cheekes for want of better bits, 
And emprie ſides deceiued of their due, 
Could make a ſtony hart his hap to rue; 
His rawbonearmes, whoſe mighty brawned bowres 
Were wontto riue ſteele plates,& helmets hewe, 
Werecleane conſum'd, and all his vicallpowres 
Decay'd, and all his fleſh ſhrunk vp like withered flowres. 


2 
Whom when his Lady "Wh him ſheeran 
Wrh haſtieioy : to ſee him made her glad, 
And fadto view his — pale and wan, 
Who earſtin flowres of treſheſt youth was clad. 
Tho when her well of teares ſhee waſted had, 
Sheeſaid, Ah deareſt Lord ! whateuill ſtarre 
On you hath fround, and pourd his influence bad, 
That of your ſelfe ye thus berobbed arre, 
And this miſſecming hew your manly lookes doth marre ? 


But welcome now m Lord wele ot woe, 
Whole preſence I haue lackt too long a day ; 
And fie on Forrune nune avowed foe, 
Whoſe wrathfull wreakes themſclues doe now alay, 
And for theſe wrongs ſhall treble pennance ay 
Oftreble good : good growes of exile 
The cheercleſſe man, whom ſorrow did diſmay, 
Had no delight to treaten of his oriefe ; 

His long endured famine needed more reliefe. 


4 

Faire Lady, tnen ſud that hb FIRE knight, 
The things that grieuous were todoe, or beare, 
Them to renew, I wote, breeds no delight; 
Beſt muſick breeds delight in loathing eare : 
But th'onely good, that growes of Pale feare, 
Is to be wife, and ware of like agein. 
This dayes enſample hath this leffon deare 
Deepe written in my heart with iron pen, 

«« That bliſſe may notabide in ſtate of mortall men. 

D a. Hence- 


38 THE . FIRST 


BOOKE OF [ant- 1 X. 


—_ 


4 
Hence-forth fir Knight, kits you wonted ſtrength, 
And maiſter theſe mishaps with patient might ; 
Lo, where your foclyes ſtretchtin monſtrous length: 
And lo, that wicked woman in your fight, 
The roote of all your care, and wretched plight, 
Now in your powre, to let her liue, or die. 
To doe her die (quoth Yna) were deſpight, 
And ſhame t'avenge ſo weake an enemy 3 
Bur ſpoile her of her Larlot robe, and let her fly. 


6 
So, as ſhe bade, that Wirch they diſarraid, 
And robd of royallrobes, and purple pall, 
And ornaments that richly were duſplaid ; 
Ne ſpared they to ſtrip her naked all. 
Then when they had de{poild her tire and Call, 
Such as ſhe was, their eyes might her behold, 
Thather misſhaped parts did them appall, 
Aloathly, wrinkled hag, ill fauour'd, old, 
Whole ſecretfilth, good manners biddeth not be told, 


47 

Her crafty head was altogether bald, 

And (as inhate of honourable eld) 

Was ouer-growne with {curfe and filthy ſcald ; 

Her teeth ont of her rotten gummes were eld, 

AnJ her ſowre breath abhominably (meld; 

Her dried dugs, like bladders lacking wind, 

Hung downe, and filthy matterfrom them weld; 

Her wrizled skingas rough as Maple rind, 
So {cabby was, that would haue loath'd all womankind, 


= (acc. T4): 
Canro IX, 


His loues and linage Arthur tells, 
The knights knit friendly bands : 
Sir Treuiſan flies from Deſpaire, 
Whom Redcreſſe knight withitands. 


48 
Her neather parts, the ſhame of all her kind, 
My chaſter Muſe for ſhame doth bluſh to write : 
Bur at her rompe ſhe growing had behind 
A Foxes taile, with dung all touly dight; 
And eke her feet moſt monſtrous were in ſights 
For,cme of them was like an Eagles claw, 
With griping talants armd to greedy fight, 
The other like a Beares vneuen pay : 
More vgly ſhape yet neuer liuing creature ſaw. 


49 

Which when the knights beheld, amaz'd they were, 

And wondred at fo foule deformed wight. 

Such then (ſaid Yna) as ſhe ſeemeth here, 

Suchis theface of falſhood, ſuch the fighr 

Of foule Dueſſa, when her borrowed hight 

Is layd away, and counterfeſaunce knowne. 

Thus when they had the Witch diſrobed quight, 

And all her filthy feature open ſhowne, 
They lether gocat will, and wander wayes vnknowne. 


50 

She flying faſtfrom heauens hatedface, 

And from the world that her diſcoucr'd wide, 

Fled to the wattfull wilderneſle apace, 

From liuing eyes her open ſhame to hide, 

Andlurktinrocks and Caues long vneſpide. 

Bur that faire crew of knights, and Yna faire, 

Did in that Caſtle afterwards abide, 

To reſt themſchues, and wearie powres repaire, 
Where ſtore they found of all, thatdainty was and rare. 
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LA W That none did others ſafetic deſpilc, 


Nor aide envieto him, in nced that ſtands, 

Bur friendly cach did otherspraiſe deviſe 

How to advaunce with favourable hands, (bands. 
As this good Prince redeemd the Redcrofſe knight from 
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2 
Who when their powres, empaird through labour long, 
With due repaſt they had recured well, 
And that weake captiue wight now wexed ſtrong, 
Them liſt no lenger thereatleyſure dwell, 
But forward fare, as their adventures fell: 
Buterethey parted, Yna faire be{ought 
That ſtranger knight his name and nation tell 
Leaſtſo great good, as he for her had wrought, 
Should dic ynknowne, and buried be i1nthanklefle thought; 


ure 


ure 
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Faire virg1n (ſaid the Prince) ye merequ're 
A chins without the —_ fy wi : 
For, both the hnage and the certaine S:re 
From which I ſprung, from me are hidden yet. 
For, all ſo ſoone as hfe did me admit 
Into this world, and ſhewed heauens light, 
From mothers pap I taken was ynfit : 


And ſtraight deliuer'd to a Faery knight, 
To be vpbroughtin gentle thewes and Martiall might. 


4 

Vnto old Timon he me brought byliue, 

Old 7:mon, whoin youthly yeeres hath been 

In warlike teates th'experteſt man aliue, 

And is the wiſeſt now on earth I ween ; 

His dwelling 1s lowe in a valley green, 

Vader the ro of Rawran moſlic hore, 

From whence the riuer Dee as filuer cleen 

His tumbling billowes rolls with gentle rore: _ 
There all my daycs he traind mevp in yertuous lore. 


s 

T hither the great Magician Merlin came, 
As was his vſc, cft-nmes to viſit mee: 
For he had charge my diſciphne to frame, 
And Tutours nouriture to overſce. 
Him oft and oft I askt ia priuitic, 
Ofwhatloines and what nap I did fpring : 
Whoſe aunſwere bade me til] aflured 
ThatI was ſonne and heire ynto a 


As time in her iuſt terme the truth he thould bring. 
6 


Well worthy impe, {aid then the Lad X 

And Pupull fitfor ſuch a Tutours bn 

But what adyenture, or what high intent 

Hath brought you hither into Faery land, - 

Aread Prince Arthur, crowne of Martiall band Þ 

Full hard it is (quoth hee) toreade aright 

The courſe of heauenly cauſe, or vnderſtand 

The ſecret meaning of th'erernall mightez =(wight. 
Thatrules mens wayes, and rules the thoughts of liumng 


7 
For,whether he through farall deepe foreſight 
Mee huther ſent, for cauſe to me vngheſt, 
Or that freſh bleeding wound, which day and night 
Whilome doth ranklein my riven breſt, 
With forced fury following his beheſt, 
Me hither brought by waics yet neuer found, 
You to haue helpe I hold my {elfe yerbleſt. 
Ah curtcous knight (quoth ſhee) what ſecret wound 
Could cuer find, to grieucthe eſt hart on ground ? 
8 


Deare Dame (quoth hee) you lleeping ſparks awake, 
Which troubled once, into huge flames will growe, 
Ne euer will their ferucnt furic flake, 

Till liuing moiſture into ſmoake doe flowe, 
And waſted life doe lic in aſhes lowe. 
Yet fithence filence lefſeneth notmy fire 
(Burtold, ic flames; and hidden, it does glowe) 
I will reueale what yeſo much defire : 
Ah Loue, lay downe thy bowe, the whiles I mayreſpire. 


It was in freſheſt flowre of Youthly yeares, 
When courage firſt does creepe in manly cheſt, 
Then firſt the coale of kindly heate appeares 
To kindleloue in euery huing breſt; 
= me had warn'd old Timons wiſe beheſt, 
ole creeping flames by reaſon to ſubdue, 
Before their __ - ſogreat vnreſt, 
As miſerable loucrs vſeto rue, 
Which ſtill wex old in woe, whiles woe ſtill wexeth new. 


10 
That idle name of loue, and louers life, 
As loſle of time, and vertues enemy 
I euer ſcornd, andioy'd to ſtirre vp ſtrife, 
In middeſt of their mournfull Tragedy, 
Ay wont to laugh, when them I heard to cry, 
And blowe the fire, which them to Aſhes brent : 
Their God humlelfe,griey'd ar my libertie, 
Shot many adartat mee with fierce intent, 
Bur I them warded all with warie gouernment. 


It 

Bur all in vaine : no fort cati be ſo ftro 

Ne fleſhly breaſt can armed be ſoſound, 

Bur will at laſt be wonne with battry long, 
othing is fare, thar growes on earthly ground : 

And who moſt tiuſtes 32 arme offleſhly She, 


And yeelds his 


le make of him 
of my felfe 


Ranging the foretwide on couſer ice, 
| The , the floods, the heauens with one conſetit 
Did feemme to laugh on me, and fauour mine intent. 


I | 
Fore-wearied with myſporrt, Idid alight 
From lofty ſteed, and downerto fleepemelaid; 
T he verdant grafle my couch did dight, 
= ea was my helmet faire id: 
Whiles cuery ſenſe the humourſweetembayd, 
And flumbring ſoft my hart did ſteate away, 
Me ſcemed by wy fide aroyall Maid 
Her dainty limbs full foftly downe did lay > 
So faire a creature yer faw nenerſunny day. 


14 
Moft goodly glee and Touely blondiſhment 
She to me made, and meloue herdeare; 
For, dearely ſure her loue was togne bent 
As when juſt time expired ſhoul 
But, whether dreames delude, 
Was neuer hart ſo raviſht with 
Ne liuing man like words did euerh 
As ſhee to me deliner'd alltharnights * .. 
And at her parting ſaid, Shee Queene of Facries hight. 
D 3. When 
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15 
VVhenT awoke, and found her place devoid, 
And nought butpreſled grafs where ſhe hadlycn, 
Iſorrowed all ſo much, as carſt I ioy'd, 
And waſhed all her place with watry eyen. 
From thatday forth I loy'd that face davine 
From thatday forth I caſt in carcfull mind, 
To ſeeke her out with labour andlong tine, 
And neuer yow to reſt, till her I find, 
Nine moneths I ſecke in vaine, yet mi'll that yow vnbind. 
6 


I 
Thus as he ſpake, his viſagewered pale, 
And change of hew great paſſion did bewray; 
Yer ſtill he ſtroue to cloake his inward bale, 
And hide the ſmoake that did his firediſplay, 
Till gentle Yna thus to him gan ar 
O happy Queeneof Faeries, that haſt found 
Mongſt many, one that with his proweſle may 
Defend thine honour, and thy foes confound: 
True loucs are often ſowne, but fildom grow gn ground. 


17 
Thine, © then, ſaid the gentle Redcrofſe knight, 
Next.to that Ladies loue ſhall be the place, 
Ofaireſt virgin, full of heaucaly hgh, 
Whole wondrous faith, exceeding earthly race, 
Was firmeſt fixt in mine extreameſt calc. 
 Andyoumy Lord, the Patrone of my life, | 
Of that great ens may well gaine worthy grace: 
For, oncly worthy you, through proweſle pricte 
If liung man mote worthy be, to be her licke. 
38 


So, diuerſly diſcourſing of theirloues, 5-10), 1 

The golden Sunne his gliſtring bead gan ſhew, 
And {ad remembrance now the Prince amoues,: ,; 
With freſh defire his yoyage to purſew : (f 
Als Ynacarnd her trauaule to renew. " 
Then thoſe two Knights, faſt friendſhip forto bind, 
And loue eſtabliſh each to other true, e. 
Gaue goodly gifts, the ſignes of gratefull mind, . | 

- And cke the pledges firme, right hands together 10ynd. 


I 

Prince Arthur gaue a box of Diamond ſure, 
Embowd with gold and gorgeous ornament, 
Wherein were clos'd few drops of liquar pure, 
Ofwondrous worth, and vertue excellent, 
That any wound could heale incontinent : 
Which to requite, the Redcroſſe knight him gaue 
A booke, wherein his Sauiours teſtament 
Was writ with golden letters rich and braue; 

A worke of wondrous grace, andable ſoules to ſaue. 


20 

Thus been they parted, Arthur on his wy 
Toſceke his loue, and th'other for to fight 
With Ynaes fac,thatall herrealme did prey. 
But ſhe now weighing the decayed plight, 
And ſhrunken ſinewes of her choſen knight, 
Would not a while her forward courſe purſew, 
Ne bring him forth in face of dr fight, 
Till herecoucr'd had his former hew : 

For, himto be.yet weake and wearie,well ſhe knew. 


21 
So as they trauaild, lo, they ganefpy 
An armed kmght towards them gallop fait, 
That ſeemed from ſome feared foe to fly, 
Or other grief] thing, thathim agaſt, p 
Still as hefied , his eye was backward caſt, y 
As it his feare ſtill tollowed him behind ; £7 
Als flew his ſteed, as he his bands had braſt, "PM 
And with his winged heeles did tread the wind, 
As hee had becn a foale of Pegaſus his kind. 


22 
Nigh as hedrew, they mightperceiue his head 
To be vnarm'd, and curld vncombed haires 
Vpſtaring ſtiffe, diſmaid with vncouth dread ; 
Nordrop of bloudin all his face appeares, 
Nor life in limbe: and to increale his feares, 
In foule reproche of knighthoods fure degree, 
About his neck an hempen rope he weares, 
That with his gliſtring armes does ill agree; 
Buthe of rope or armes has now no memoric. 


2 
The Redcroſſe knight El T4 crofſed faſt, 
To weet what miſter wight was ſo dilmaid : 
There him he finds all ſenſelefſe and agaſt, 
That of him ſelfe he ſeemd to be afraid; 
Whom hardly be from flying forward ſtaid, 
Till he theſe wordes to bimdeliuer might ; 
Sir knight, aread who hath ye thus arrud, 
And ekefrom whom make ye this haſty flight: 
For, neuer knight I ſaw in ſuch miflecmiog plight. 
2 


4 

He anſiwerd nought atall; bur adding new 

Feareto his firſt amazement, ſtaring wide 

With ſtony eyes, and hartlefſe hollow hew, 

Aſtoniſht itood,as one that had eſpide 

Infernallfuries, with their chaines votide. 

Him yet againe, and yet againe beſpake 

The gentle knight; who noughtto him replide, 

But trembling euery ioynt Aid inly quake, (ſhake. 
And foltring tongue at laſt theſe words feem'd foorth to 


25 
For Gods dearcloue, Sir Knight, do me notſtay; 
For loe, he comes, he comes faſt after mee. 
Eft looking back,would faine haue runne away 3 
But he him forc't to ſtay, and tellen free 
Theſecret cauſe of his perplexitie : 
Yet nathemore by his bold hartie ſpeech, 
Could his bloud-frozen hart emboldned bee ; 
But through his boldnefſe rather feare didreach : 
Yerforc't,atlaſt he made through filence ſuddaine breach. 
6 


2 
And am I'now in {afetie ſure (quoth he) 
From him, that would haue forced me to die ? 
And 1s the point of death now turnd fro me, 
That I may tell this hapleſſe hiſtory ? 
Feare nought (quoth he) no danger now is nie > 
Then ſhall l you recounta cale 
(Said #'ary which with this vnluckie eye 
I late beheld, and had not greater grace 
Me reft from it, had been partaker of theplace. 
Tate- & 
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Tlately chaunc't (would I had never chaunc't) 
With a faire Knight to keepen compance, 
Sir Terwin hight, that well hirmſelfe adyaunc't 
In all affaires, and was both bold and free, 
But not ſo happy as mote happy bee: 
Helov'd, as was his lot, a Lacie gent, 
That him againe lov'd in theleaſt degree: 
For, ſhee was proud, ana of too highintent, 


And ioyd to ſee her louer languiſh and lament. 


28 

From whom returning {2d and comfortleſle, 

As on the way together we did fare, 

We met that villaine (God from him me bleſle) 

That curſed wight, from whowp I ſcap't whyleare, 

A man of hell, that cals himſclte Deſpaire - 

Who firſt vs greets, and after faire arcedes 

Of tydings ſtrange, and of adventures rare: 

So creeping clole, as Snake in hidden weedes, 
Inquireth of our ſtates, and of our knightly decdes. 


2 
Which when he knew, and FA our feeble harts 
Emboſt with bale, and bitter byting griefe, 
Which loue had launced with his 32h darts, 
With wounding words and termes of Gulc repriefe, 
He pluckt from vs all hope of due reliefe, 
That carſt vs held in loue of lingring life 3 
Then hopeleſſc,hartlefle,gan Thmaing thicfe 
Perſwade vs die, to ſtint all further ſtrife : 
To me he lent thisrope, to him a ruſtic knife. 


© 
With which (ad WIEDEES. haſtie death, 
That woefull louer, loathing lenger light, 
A wide way made to let forth liuing breath. 
Put I more fearefull, or more luckie wight, 
Diſmayd with that deformed diſmall fight, 
Fled faſt away, halfe dead with dying feare : 
Ne yer afſur'd of life by you, Sir Knight, 
Whoſe like infirmitie hke chaunce may beare: 
But God you neuer let his charmed ſpeeches heare. 


31 

How may a man (ſaid bee) with idle ſpeach 
Be wonne, to ſpoile the Caſtle of his health ? 
I wote (quoth he) whom triall late did teach, 
That like would not for all this worldes wealth : 
His ſubrill tongue, bke dropping honny, mealt'h 
Into the hart, and ſearcheth cuery vaine, 
That ere one be aware, by ſecret ſtealth 
His powrcis reft,and weaknefſe doth remaine. 

O ! neuer Sir deſire to try his guilefull.traine. 


2 
Certes (aid he)hence ſhalſ! neuer reſt, 
Till I that treachours art hauc heard and tride; 
And you Sir Knight, whoſe name more Ircqueſt, 
Of grace doe me vnto his cabin guide. 
I that hight Trexiſan (quoth he) will ride 
(Againſt my liking) back, to doe you grace ; 
But not for gold not gleewill I abide 
BY you, whenye arriue in that ſame place; 
For leuer had I die, then ſee his deadly face. 


Ere long they come, wherethar ſame wicked wight 
His dwelling has, lowe in an hollow Caue, 
Farre vnderneath a cragpy clit ypight, 
Dk, dolefull, drearie, like a greedy Graueg 
Thar ſtill for carrion catcales Toth craue : 
On top whereof aye dwel: the gaſtly Owle, 
Shricking his balefull note, which cuerdraue 
Farre from that haunr all other chearfull fowle ; 
And all about it wandring ghoſts did waile and howle. 


4 

Andall about, old ſtocks - ſtubs of trees, 

Whereon nor fruit, nor leafe was euer ſeene, 

Did hang vponthe ragged rockie knees ; 

On which had many wretches hanged beene, 

Whoſe carcaſes were fcattered on the Greene, 

And throwne about the chfts. Arriued there, 

That bare-head knighr,for dread and doletull reene, 

Would fainc hane fled, ne durſt approchennexre : 
But th'other forc't him ſtay, and comforted in feare. 


That darkſome Caue they Ap where they find 
That curſed man, lowe ſitting onthe ground, * 
Muſfing full ſadly in his fullen mind; 

His ghefie locks, long growen, and ynbound, 
Diſordred hung about his ſhoulders round, 

And hid his face; through which his hollow eyne 
Lookt deadly dull, and ſtared as aſtound; 

His raw-bone cheeks,through penurie and pine, 

Wereſhruake into his iawes, as he did neuer dine. 
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3 
His ent,nought but many ra clours, 
Wnkthornn s ther a: xo Was, 
The which his naked files he wrapt abouts; 
And him beſide there lay vpon the = 
A drearie corſe, whole hfe away di L 
All wallowd in his owne yet luke-warme bloud, 
That from his wound yet welled freſh alas 3 
In which aruſtic knife faſt fixed ſtood, _ 
And made an open paſlage for the guſhivg flood. 
37 
Which pittious ſpeQtacle, approding ing true 
The wofall < that Trewiſas had told, 
When as the gentle Redcroffe knjghtdid viewy 
With firte zeale he burnt in courage bold, 
Himto avenge, beforc his bloud were cold, 
And to the villaineſaid, Thou damned wight, 


The author of this fat, weheere —_—_ _ 
What iuſtice can but iudge againſt ( 
With thine owne bloud to Sends blouds a Cgm 


$ 
What frantick fit (quoth he) hath chus diſtraught 
Thee, fooliſh man, ſo rath a doometo gige ? 
What iuſtice euer other judgement taught, 
Bur he ſhould die, who mers hot to hue ? 
None elle to death this man deſpayring driue, 
But his owne guiltie mind deſeruing death. 
Is then vniuſt to.cach his due to giue ? 
Orlethim die, thatloatherh limng breath 2 
Orlet him die at caſe, that liucth heere vneath > 
D 4. Whe 
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Who trauels by the weary canding way, 
To come vnto his wiſhed home in haſte, 
And meets a flood, that doth his paſſage ſtay, 
Is not great graceto help him oyer Ky 
Or free his feet, that in the mire ſtickefaſt? 


. 


Moſt envious man, that r_ at neighbours good, 


And fond, that joyeſt in the woe thou haſt, 
W! y wilt not let him paſſe, that long hath ſtood 


V;onthe banke, yer wiltthy ſelfe not paſle the flood ? 


40 
Hee there does now enioy cternall reſt 


And erfrom it daily wandereſt: 
What if ſome little paine the haue, 
That makes fraile fleſh to feare the bitter waue ? 


Is not ſhortpaine well borne, thatbrings long caſe, 


And layesthe ſoule to fleepein quiet grauc ? 
Sleepe after toile, port after ſtormie ſcas, 
Eaſc after warre, death after life does greatly pleale. 


41 

The Knight much wondrel at his ſuddaine wit, 

And ſaid, The terme of life is limited, 

Ne may a man prolong, nor ſhorten it; 

The ſouldicr may not mouefrom watchful ſted, 

Nor leaue his ſtand, vntill his Captainebed. 

Who life did limit by almighty doome 

(Quoth hee) knowes beſt « termes eſtabliſhed; 

And hee, that points the Centonell hisroome, 


Doth licenſe hum depart arſound of morning droome. 
2 


4 

Is not his deed, what cuer thing is donne, 

In heauen and carth ? did not heeall create 

Todie againe? all ends that was © 

Their times in his eternall booke of fate 

Are written ſure, and haue their certaine date. 

Who then can ſtrive with ſtrong neceſlinie, 

Thar holds the world in his ſtill changing ſtate, 

Orſhun the death ardaind by deſtinie ? 


When houre of death is come, let none aske whence, nor 


43 
The lenger life, Iwote the greater fin, 
The greater ſin, the greater puniſhment : 
All thoſe great bartels, which thou boaſts to win, 
Through ftrife,and bloudſhed, and avengement, 
Now praiſd, hecreafter deare thou ſhaltrepent : 
For, life muſt life, and bloud muſt bloud repay. 
Is not enough thy cuill life foreſpent ? 
For hee, that once hath miſſed the right way. 
The further he doth goe, the further he doth ſtray. 


44 
Then doe no further goe, no further ſtray, 
But heere lic downe, and to thy reſt berake, 
Th:'ill to preuent, that life enſewen may. 
For,what hath life, that may it loued make, 
g1ues notrather cauſe 1t to forſake ? 
Feare, ſickneſle, age lolſe, labour, ſorrow, ſtrife, 
Paine, hunger, cold, 


And cuer fickle fortune rageth rife, 
All which, and thouſands mo, do make a loathſome life, 


And Rapp caſe, which thou dooſt want and craue, 


that makes the hart to quake; 


1 
Thou,wretched man,of Fa... haſt greateſt need, 
If intrue ballance thou wilt weigh thy ſtate : 
For, neuer knight that darcd warlike deed, 
More lucklefſe diſaventures did amate : 
Witneſle the dungeon deepe, wherein of late 
Thy life ſhur vp, tor death lo oft did call; 
And though good lucke prolonged hath thy date, 
Yertdeath then would the like nushaps foreſtall, 
Into the which heereafter thou maieſt happenfall, 
6 


4 

Why then dooſtthou, & man of ſin, deſire 

To draw thy dayes forth to their laſt degree ? 

Is not the meaſure of thy finfull hire 

High heaped vp with huge iniquitie, 

Againſt the day of wrath, to burden thee ? 

Is not enough, that to this Ladie milde 

Thoufalled haſtrhy faith with periuric, 

And old thy ſelfeto ſerue Dueſſavilde, 
With whom in all abuſe thou haſt thy ſelfe defilde 2 


7 
1s not heiuſt, that all this Joh behold 
From higheſt heauen, and beares an equall eye ? 
Shall hotkey finnes vp in his knowledge fold, 
And guiltic be of thine 1mpierie ? 
Is not his Law, Let euery {inner die: 
Die ſhall all leſh? what then muſt needs be donne, 
Is it not betterto docwillingly, 
Then linger, till the glaſſe be all out runne? 
Death is the end of woes : die ſoone; & Facrics ſonne. 


8 

The knightwas much cnmoned with his ſpeach, 

That as a ſwords point _— his hart d14 pearce, 

Andin his conſcience made a ſecret breach, 

Well Ing true all, thathee did reherlc, 

And to his remembrance did reuerle 

The vgly view of his deformed crimes, 

Thar all his manly powres it did diſperſe, 

As hee were charmed with inchaunted rimes, 
That oftentimes he quakr,and fainted oftentimes. 


In which amazement, E3....0 Miſcreant 
Perceiued him to wauer weake and frule, 
Whiles trembling horror did his conſcience dant, 
And helliſh anguiſh did his ſoule aſfaile; 
To driue himto deſpaire,and quite to quaile, 
He ſhew'd him painted in atableplaine, 
The damned ghoſts, that doc intorments waile, 
And thouſand fiends that doe them endleſle paine 
With fire and brimſtone, which for cuer ſhall remaine. 
fe) 
The fightwherof ſo throuphly him diſmaid, 
That nought but death before his eyes he ſaw, 
And euer burning wrath befofe him laid, 
By righteous fentence of th'Almighties law : 
Then ganthe villaine him to oucrcraw, 
And broughtynto him ſwords, ropes, poyſon, fire, 
And all thatmighthim to perdition draw ; 
And bade him chuſe, what death he would defire : 
For death was due to him, that had prouakt Gods ire, 


Bus 
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'I 
But when as none of them C ſaw him take, 
He to him raught a dagger ſharpe and keene, 
And gaueithim in hand: his hand did quake, 
And tremble likea leafe of a greene, 


And troubled bloud through his _ face was ſcene 
To come and goe; with.tydings from the hart, 
As it arunning meſſenger had beene. 


Atlaſt, reſoly'd to worke his finall ſmart, 
He lifted vp his hand, that backe againe did ſtart. 


52 | 

Which when as Yna ſaw, through = yaine 

The crudled cold ran to her well of life, 

As in a ſwoune: but ſoonerelieu'd againe, 

Out of has hand ſhe ſnatchtthe curſed knife, 

And threw itto the ground, enraged rife, 

And to him ſaid, Fie, fie, faint harted knight, 

What meaneſt thou by this reprochefull ſtrite ? 

Is this the battell, which thou vaunt'ſt to fight 
With that fire-mouthed Dragon, horrible and bright? 
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1 
AP, A Hitmanis he, that boaſts of fleſhly might, 
WY PD, And vaine afſurance of morrality, 
ARAVIA Which all oſoone,as itdoth come to fight 
VAST Ag inſt ſpirituall foes, yeelds by and by, 
WAZY Or fromthe field moſt ——_— doth fly? 
Neletthe man aſcribeit to lus skall, 
That thorough grace hath gained victory. 
If any ſtrength we hauc, itisto ill, 
But all the good 1s Gods, both power and eke will. 
2 


By that which lately hapned, Yna law, 
That this her knight was feeble, and too faint; 
And all his finewes woxen weake and raw, 
Throughlong impriſonment, and hard conſtraint, 
Which he endured in his late reſtraint, 
That yet he was vnfit for bloudie fight : 
T herefore to cheriſh him with diers daint, 
She caſt to bring him, where he chearen might, 
Till he recovered had his late decaied plight. 


5 
Come, come away, fraile, filly, fleſhly wig, 
I 


 LEATIES _E- 
Canto XN. 
Her faithfull knight faire Vna brings 
to houſe of Holineſſe, 


y= 
* 'Þ | Where he © taught repentance, and 
= the way toheauenly bleſſe. 


WED DELLS dra 


Neletvaine words bewitch thy manly 
Nedeuihſhthoughts diſmay thy conſtant (pright. 
In heauenly merces haſt thou nota part? 

Why ſhould'ſt thou then deſpaire, that choſen art ? 


Where iuſtice growes, there growes cke greater grace, 
The which doth quench the brond of helliſh fmure, 
And that accurſt hand-writing doth deface: 


Ariſe, Sir Knight, ariſe, and leauc this curſed place. 


54 
So vp he roſe, and thence amounted ſtreight. 
Which when the Carle beheld, and law his 
Would ſafe deparr, for all his ſubtile eight, 
He choſe an halter from among thereſt, 
And with it hung hamſelfe, vnbid, vableſt. 
But death he could not worke himlelfe thereby ; 
For thouſand times he ſo himſelfe had dreſt, 
Yet natheleſſe it could not doc him die, 
T1ll he ſhould dic his laſt, thar is eternally. 
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There was an ancient houlctioefarre away, 
Renowm'd throughout the world for facred lore, 
And pure vnſpotted life : ſo well they ſay 
—_— was, and guided euermore 

rough wiſedome of a Matrone grauc and hore; 
Whoſe onely toy was to relienc the needs 
Of wretched (oules, and help the helplefſe pore : 
All night ſhefpentin bidding ofher bedes, 
And all the day in dooing good and godly deedes. 


4 
Dame Celia men did her call, as thought 
—_- =—_—_ w come,ot thither to ariſe, 
The mother of three daughters well ypbronghe 
In goodly thewes, and godly enereiler "gh 
_ eldeſt two-moſt ſober, chaſt, and wiſe, 
Fidelia and Sperants virgins were, 
Though ſpous'd, yet wanting wedlocks ſokemnize; 
Bur faire Chariſſa to a louely teere 


Was linked, and by him had many pledges deere. 
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Arriued there, the dore toy find faſt lockt; 
For it was warely watched night and day, 
For feare of many foes : but when they Lode, 
The Porter opened ynto them ſtraight way : 
He was an aged Sire, allho Bras 
With lookes full lowely —_ and gate full ſlowe, 
Wont on aſtafte his feeble ſteps to ſtay, 
Hight Hamilta. They paſſe in ſtouping lowe 


For ſtraight and narrow was the way, which he did ſhowe. 


| 6 
Each goodly thing is hardeſt to _ : 
But entredin, a ſpacious court ſee, 
Both plaine, and pleaſant to be walked in, 
Where themdoes meete a Franklin faire and free, 
And entertaines with comely courteous glee, 
His name was Zele, that him right well became ; 
For, in his ſpeeches and behautour hee 
Did labour lively to expreſle the ſame, 
And pladlydid them guide, till to the Hallthey came. 


7 
There fairely themreceiues a gentle Squire, 
Of ove" repay and an a 
Right cleanly clad in comely ſad attire; 
In word and deed thatſhew'd great modeſtic, 
And knew his good to all of each degree, 
Hight Reverence. Hee them with ſpeeches meet | 
Does faire entreat; no courting nicetie, 
But ſimple true, and eke vnfained ſweet, 
As might become a Squire ſo greatperſons to greet, 
8 


And afterwards them to his Dame heleades, 
That aged Dame, the Lady ofthe place : 
Who all this while was butie at her beades : 
Which doen, ſheyp aroſe with ſeemly grace, 
And toward them tull matronely did pale. 
Where, when that faireſt Yne ſhe beheld, 
Whom well ſhe knew to ſpring from heauenly race, 
Her hartwithioy vnwonted inly ſweld, 
As feeling wondrous comfort in her weaker cld. 


9 

And her embracing ſaid, © happy earth, 

Whereon thy innocent feet doe euer tread, 

Moſt vertuous virgin, borne of heauenly birth, 

That to redeeme thy woefull Parents head, 

From Tyrantsrage, and euer-dying dread, 

Haſt wandred through the world now long aday 

Yet ceaſeſt not thy wearie ſoles to lead, 
 Whatgrace hath thee now hither broughtthis way ? 
Or doen thy feeblefeer vaweeting huther ſtray ? 
10 


Strangething it isanerrant —_ to ſee 
Hecre in this place, or any other wight, 


That hither turnes his ſteps. So fewe there bee 
That chuſe the narrow path, orſeeke the right: 
All keepethe broade high way, and take dehghr 
With many rather for to goe aſtray, 
And be partakers of their euillplight, 
Then with afewe to walke the righteſt way ; 

O fooliſh men ! why haſte ye to your owne decay ? 


It 

Thy ſelfe to ſee, and tyredlimbs to reſt, 
O matrone ſage (quoth ſhe) Ihither came, 
And this good Knight his way with me addreſt, 
Led with wy praiſes and broad-blazed fame, 
Thatvp to heauen is blowne. The ancient Dame, 
Him goodly greeteJ in her modeſt guiſe, 
And entertaind them both, as beſt became, 
V'Vith all the court'fies that ſhe could deuiſe, 

Ne wanted ought, to ſhew her bountious or wiſe. 


12 
Thus as they gan of ſundry things deuile, 
Lo, two molt goodly virgins came in place, 
Ylinked arme 1n arme a cont wile, 
VVith countenaunce demure, and modeſt grace, 
They numbred euen ſteps, andequal! paſe: 
Of which the eldeſt, that Fidelia hight, 
Like ſunny beames threw from her Cryſtall face, 
Thar could haue daz'd the raſh beholders fight, 
Andround about her head did ſhine like heauens light. 


I 
Shee was arraied all in lill s 7h 

And in her righthand box a cup of gold, 

V Vith wine and water fild yp tothe hight, 

In which a Serpent did himlſelfe enfols 

That horrour made to all that did behold; 

Butſhe no whit 4id change her conſtant mood : 

Andin her otherhand ſhefaſt did hold 

A booke,that was both fignd and ſcald with blood, 
Wherein darke things were writ, hard to be vaderſtood. 


14 
Her younger Siſter, that $ « hight, 
VVas clad in blewe, her eee well; 
Nortallſo chearefull ſeemed ſhe of fight, 
As was her ſiſter; whether dread d1d dwell; 
Or anguiſhin her hart, is hard to tell : 
Vpon her arme afilver anchor lay, 
VVhereon ſhe leaned cuer, as befell : 
And euer vypto heauen, as ſhe did pray, 
Her ſtedfaſt eyes were bent, neſwaryed other way. 


I 

They ſecing Yna, towards bs gan wend, 
VVhothem encounters with like courteſie ; 
Many kind ſpeeches they betweenthem ſpend, 
And greatly 1oy each on well toſee: 
Then to the Knight with ſhamefaſt modeſtic 
They turnethenulelues, at Ynges meeke requeſt, 
And him ſalute with well beleeming glee; 
VVhofairethem quites, as him bene beſt, 

And goodly can diſcourſe of many anoble geſt. 
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I 
Then Ynathus ; Butſhe your ſiſter deare, 
The deare Chariſſa, where is ſhe become 2? 
Or wants ſhe health, or buſic is elſewhere 2? 
Ah no, ſaid they, butforth ſhe may not come: 
For ſhe of late1s hghtned of her wombe, 
And hath encreaſt the worl1with one ſonne more, 
That her to ſee ſhould be but troubleſome. 
Indeed (quoth ſhe) that ſhould be trouble ſore, 
But thankt be God, and her cncreaſe ſo cucrmore. 
Then 
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17 
Then ſaid the aged Calia, Deare Dame, 
And you good Sir, I wote that of your toyle, 
And labours long, through which ye hither came, 
Ye both forweaned be : therefore a while * 
I read youreſt, and to your bowres recoyle. 
Then called ſhee a Groome;, that forth him led 
Into a goodly lodge, and gandeſpoile 
Ofpuillant armes, andJaidin eafie bed ; 
His name was meeke Obedience rightfully ared. 


18 
Now when their wearie limbes with kindly reſt, 
And bodies were refreſht with due repalit, 
Faire Yna gan Fidelia Faire requeſt 
To haue her Knightinto her Schoole-houſe plac't, 
That of her heauenly learning he might taſte, 
And heare the wiſedome of her words divine. 
She granted, and that Knightſo much agrac't, 
Thar ſhe him taught cel | diſcipline, 


And opened his dull eyes, that light mote in them ſhine, 


I 
And that her ſacred Booke, with blond ywrit, 
That none could read, except ſhe did them teach, 
She vnto him diſcloled cuery whit, 
And heauenly documents thereout did preach 
That weaker wit of man could nener reach, 
O: God, of grace, of iuftice, of free will, 
That wonder was to heare her _ : 
For, ſhee was able with her words to kill, 
Andraiſc againe to life the hart, that ſhe did thrill. 


20 

And, when ſhe liſt poure out her! fprighr, 
She would — the hatichunte > ſtay, 
Or backward turne his courſe from heauens hight; 
Some-times great hoſtes of men ſhe could diſmay : 
Dry-ſhod to paſle, ſhe parts the flouds in tway ; 
And cke huge Mounraines from their narine ſeat 
She would commaund, themſcelues to beare away, 
And throwe in raging ſea with roaring threat. 


Almighty God her gaue ſuch powre,&puiſlance great. 


21 

The faithful knight now grew inlittle ſpace, 
By hearing her, and by her ſiſters lore, 
To luch perfeCtion of all heauenly grace, 
That wretched world he gan for to abhore, 
And morrall life gan loarh, as thing forlore, 
Greeu'd with remembrance of his wicked waies, 
And prickt with anguiſh ofhis ſinnes ſoſore, 
That he defir'd to end bis wretched dates : 

So much the dart of finfull guilt the ſoule diſmazes. 


22 
Bur wiſe Speran%s gaue him comfort ſweer, 
And taught him how to take affured hold 
Vpon her filuer Anchor,as was meet; 
Elſe had his fnnes {o and manifold, 
Made him forget all that Fidelia told. 
In this diſtrefled doubtfull agonie, 
When him his deareſt Yne did behold, 
Diſdaining life, defiringleaueto die, 
She found her (elfc allaild with great perplexitice. 


2 
And came to Celia to Pr... her ſmart: 
Who, well acquainted with that communeplight, 
Which Gnfullborror works in wounded hart, 
Her wiſely comforted all that fhe tnight, 
With goodly counſell and adviſementrighe; 
And ftraightway ſent with carcfull diligence 
Tofetcha Leach, the which had great infighr 
In that diſeaſe of pricued conſcience, 
And well could cure the fame ; His name was Patiente. 


__ 
Who,comming to that ſoule-diſeaſed knight, 
Could hardly him intreat to tell his gnefe : 
Which knowne, and all that noyd his heauie ſpright, 
Well fearcht, cftſoones he ly relicfe 
Of falues and med'cines, hich adpaing priefe, 
And thereto added words of wondrous mught : 
By which to caſe he him recured briefe, 


And much afſwag'd thepaſſion of us plight, 
Thathe his paingendur'd, as ſeerning now more light. 


2 

Bur yetthe cauſe and roote of all his ill, 
Inward corruption, and infected fin, 
Not purg'd nor heald, behind remained ſtill, 
And g {ore did rankle yet withio, 
Clole creeping twixt the marrow and the skin. 
Which toexnirpe, he laid himpriai 
Downe in adarkſome lowely place farrein, 
Whereas he meanthis corrofivesto apply, 


Andwith ſtreiQ diet tame his ſtubborne malady. 
6 


2 
In aſhes and ſackcloth he did array 
His dainty corſe, proud humours to abate, 
And dicted with faſting euery day, 
The ſwelling of his woundsto mitigate, 
And made himpray both early andeke late * 
And euer as ſuperfluous fleſh did rot, 
Amendement ready ſtill at hand d1d wait, 
To pluck it out with pincers firic hot, * 
That foone in hum was left no one corruptedior; 
27 
And bitter Penance, with an1fori whip, 
Was wonthim once to difple egery day : 
And ſharpe Remorſe his hart did prick and nip, 
That drops of bloud thence like a well did play; 
And (ad Repentance vied to embay, | 
His body in ſaltwater ſmarting ſore, 
The filthy blots of finnero waſh away. 
So in ſhorr ſpace they did to health reſtore 


The man that would not liue, but earſtlay atdeaths dore; 


Lo 

In which, his torment often was ſo great, 
Tharlike a Lyon he would cry and rote, 
And rend his fleſh, and his owne finewes cat. 
His owne deare Y ne hearing euermore 
His rucfull ſhrickes and gronings, often tore 
Her guiltleſſe garments, and her haire, 
For putty of his paine and anguiſh fore; 
Yer all with patience wiſely ſhe did beare; 

For well ſhe wilt, his crime could cle be neuer cleare. 
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Whom thus recouer'd by he Patience, 
And truc Repentance, they to Yne brought : 
Who ioyous of his owes, conſcience, 
Him dearely kiſt, and fairely cke beſought 
Himlſelfe to cheriſh, and conſuming thought 
To put away out of his carefull brelt, 
By this, Chariſſa, latein child-bed brought, 
' Was woxenſtrong, andleftherfruitfull neſt; 
To her, faire Ynabrought this ynacquainted gueſt. 


fe) 
Shee was a woman in her he age, 
Of wondrous beauty, and of bountie rare, 
With goodly grace and comely perſonage, 
That was on earth not cafic to compare 3 
| Full of greatloue, but Cupids wanton ſnare 
As hell ihe hated, chaſte in work and will; 
Her neck and breaſts were euer open bare, 
Thar aye thereof her babes mightſuck their fill; 
Thereſt was all in yellow robes arraied ſtill. 


I 
A multitude of babes hs her hong, 
Playing their ſports, thatioyd her to behold, 
Whom ſtill ſhee fed, whiles they were weake and young, 
But thruſt them forth ſtill, as they wexed old : 
And on her head ſhee wore a tyre of gold, 
Adornd with gemmes and owches wondrous faire, ' 
Whoſe paſlingprice vneath was to betold ; 
Andb her 6ethere fate a gentlepaire 
Of Turtle doues, ſhee fitting 1n an Ivorie chaire. 


32 
The Knight and Yna entring, faire her greet, 
And bad her oy of that her happy Rn ; 
Whothemrequites with court'fies ſeeming meet, 
And entertaines with friendly chearefu]l mood, 
Then Y ng her beloughtto be ſo good, 
As in heryertuous s/o to ſchoole her knight, 
Now after all his torment well withſtood, 
In thatſad houſe of Penaunce, where his ſpright 
Had paſt the paines of hell, and long enduring night. 


She was rightioyous of V. ruſt requeſt, 
And —_ by the hanIthatFaeries ſonne, 
Gan him inſtru in cuery good beheſt, 
Ofloue, and righteouſneſle, and well to donne, 
And wrath fared warily to ſhunne, 
That drew on men Gods hatred and his wrath, 
And many ſoules 1n dolours had fordonne: 
In which, when him ſhe well inſtruſted hath, 
From thence to heauen ſhe teacheth him theready path. 


4 
Wherein his weaker wapdela ſteps to guide, 

An ancient Matroneſheto her does call, 
Whoſe ſober lookes her wiſedome well deſcride : 
Her name was Mercy, well knowne ouer all, 
To be both gracious, andeke hiberall : 
To whom the careful —_ ofhim ſhe gaue, 
Tolcadaright, thathe ſhould neuer fall 


In all his wates through this wide worlds waue, 
That Mercy inthe cnd his righteous ſoule might ſaue. 


—  — 
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F 
The godly Matrone by the hand him beares 
Forth from her prelence, by a narrow way, 
Scattred with buſhy thornes, and ragged breares, 
V Vhich ſtill before him ſhe remoov'd away, 
Thatnothing might his ready paſſage ſtay : 
And cuer when his feetencombred were, 
Or ganto ſhrinke, or fromthe rightto ſtray, 
She held him faſt, and firmly did vpbeare, : 
As carefull Nurſe her child from fulling oft doesreare. 
6 


Eftſoones vnto an holy Holpi tall, 

That was fore by the way, ſhee did him bring, 
In which ſeauen Bead-men, that had vowed all 
Their life to ſeruice of high heauens King, 
Did ſpend their dayesin dooing godly thing : 
Their gates to all were open cuermore, 

That by the wearie way were trauailing, 

And oneſate waiting euer them before, 


To call in commers-by, that needy were and pore. 


7 
The firſt of them that POW La) and beſt, 
Of all the houſe had charge and gouernement, 
As Guardian and Steward of the reſt : 
His office was to giue entertainement 
And lodging, vnto all that came, and went : 
Not vnto ſuch, as could him feaſt againe, 
And double quite for that he on them ſpent, 
But ſuch as want of harbour did conſtrune : 
Thoſe for Gods ſake his dutie was to entertaine. 


8 

The ſecond was an FT.” the place: 

His office was, the hungry for to feed, 

And thriſty giue to drinke, a worke of grace: 

He feard not once himſelfe to be in need, 

Ne car'd to hoord for thoſe, whom he did breed: 

The grace of God he laid yp ſtillin ſtore, 

Which as a ſtockehe leftynto his ſeed ; 

Hehad enough, what need him care for more ? 
And had helefle, yet ſome he would giueto the pore. 


The third had of their Warkobe cuſtodie, 
In which were notrich tires, nor garments gay, 
Theplumes of pride, and wings of yanitie, 
But Site meet to keepe keene cold away, 
And naked nature ſeemely toarray ; 
With which, bare wretched wights hedaily clad, 
The1mages of Godinearthlyclay ; 
And if that no ſpare clothes to giue he had, 

His owne coate he would cur, and it diſtribute glad. 


40 

The fourth appoigned by his office was, 

Poorepriſoners to relicue with gracious ayd, 

And captiues to redeeme withprice of braſs, 

From Turkes and Sarazins, which them had ſaid ; 

And though they faultie were, yetwell he waid, 

That Godto velvet cuery howre 

Much more themthat why they in bands were layd, 

And he thatharrow'd hell with heauic towre, (bowre. 
The faultic ſoules from thence brought to his heauenlic : 
The 
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The fifthad charge, ſick perſons to attend, 
And comforrt thole in point of death which lay; 
For, them moſt needeth comfortin the end, 
When fin, and hell, and death doe moſt dilmay 
The feeble ſoule departing hence away. 
All1s but loſt, thathuing we beſtowe, 
If notwell ended at our Sing day. 
O man! haue mind of thatlaſt buter throwe 3 
For, as the tree does fall, ſolyes it cuer lowe. 


42 
The fixt had charge of them now beeing dead, 
In ſcemely ſort their corſes to engraue, 
And deck with dainty flowres thear bridall bed, 


That to their heauenly Spouſe both ſweet and brane 
They might appeare, when he their ſoules ſhall ſaue. 
The wondrous workmanſhip of Gods owne mould, 


Whoſe face he made all beaſts to feare, —_— 
All in lus hand, cuen dead we honour ſho 
Ah deareſt God me grant, I dead be notdefould. 


The ſcauenth,now after Jeah and bunaall done, 
Had chargethe tender Orphans of the dead 
And widowes ayde, leaſt 
In face of Iudgementhe their right would plead, 
Ne oughtthe powre of mighty men did dread 
In their defence, nor would for gold or fee 
Be wonne their rightfull cauſes downeto tread: 
And when thiey ſtood in moſtneceſlitee, 

He did ſupply theirwant, and gauethem cuer free. 


There when the Elfin Kni + JP was, 
The firſt and chiefeſt ofthe ſcauen, whole care 
Was gueſts to welcome, towards him did pals : 
Where, ſceing Mercy, that has ſteps vp bare, 
And alwaies led, toher with reverencerare 
He humbly louted inmeecke lowelineſle, 
And ſcemly welcomefor herdid prepare: 
For, of their Order ſhee was Patroneſle, 

Albe Chariſſa were their chiefeſt Foundereſle. 


_—” 

There ſhe awhile im ſtaies, himſelfetoreſt, 
Tharto the reft more able he mightbe: 
During which time, in cuery good beheſt, 
And godly workeof Almes and tharitee, 
She him inſtructed with great induftree; 

Shortly therein —— he became, 
That from the firit vato the laſt depree, 
His morrtall life he learned had ro frame 
In holic righteouſneſſe, withoutrebuke or blame. 
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4 
Thence forward, by that painefultway they paſs, 
Forth to an hall = ba 7 and bie ; 
On top whereof a facred Cha 
Andcke alittle Hermitage thereby, 
Whercin an aged holy man did lie, 
That 7 and + t _ fin rn 
Ne other worldly buſineſs di 26 


His name was heauenly Co ion; 


Of God and goodnefle was his meditation. 


cy ſhould be vndone: 


47 
Great gracethat old man to him giuen had ; 
For God he often ſaw from heauens hight. 
All were his carthly eycn both blunt and bad, 
And through greatage had loft their kindly fight, 


Yet wondrous quick and perceant was his ſptight, 


can behold the ſunne : 


As _—_ eye 
That _ r with all their powre and might, 


That his fraile thighes nigh weane and fordoane 
Gan faile ; bur by her help the top ar laſt he wonne. 


48 
There they doe find thar aged Sire 
With ſnowy locks ar ſis ſhoulders ſhed, 


As hoariefroſt with ſpangles doth attire 

The mofly branches of an Oake halfe dead. 
Each bone might his body well bered, 
Andeuery finew ſeene h has long faſt : 


For, n t he car'd his carcaſſe long voted ; 
His mind was full of ſpirituall repaſt, 


And pyn'd his fleſh, to keepe his body lowe and chat, 


49 
Who, whentheſe two approching he eſpide, 
At their firſt preſence grew any 
That forc'thim lay hs heauenly thoughts afide ; 
And had henotthart Dame reſpeted more, 
Whom highly he did reuerence and adore, 
He would not once haue mouedfor the Knight. 
i: wy gs ing farre afore ; 
Who well them ing, ly did ighe, 
And asked to ws, ry. clomb Sa reg 


But that ſame end, which cucryliviog wight 
Should make his marke, hich heaven ro of ? 
Is notfrom hence the way, thatleaderhri 
To that moſt glorious houſe, thar gli 
With burnin , andener-limng fire 
Whereof the keyes are tothy hand behi 
wiſe Fidelia? ſhee doth thee require, 
To ſhew itto this Knight, according his defire. 


51 

Thrice happy man, ſaid then the father grai 
Whoſe ſtaggenng 
And ſhewes the way, his finfull ſoule to ſaue: 
Who berter can the way to heauen areade, 


Then thou thy lelfe, that was both borne and bred 
In heauenly throne, where thouſand Angels ſhine 2 


Thou dooſt the prayers of the righteous ſeed 
Preſent before the Maicſtic Sinios, 
And his avenging wrath coclemencic incline. 


2 
Yerfith thou bidſt, thy vefate ſhall be donne. 
Then come thou man of earth, and ſee the way 
That neuer yet was ſcene of Facries fonne, 
T hat neuer leads the trauailer aſtray; 
Bur,after labours Jorg, and (ad delay, 
Brings them to joyous reſt and end{alſe blig, 
But, Exit,chou maſt a ſeaſon faſt and ay, 
Till from her bands thefpri eafſoile is, 
And —_— ſtreygthrecur'd from fraile infirmitis. 


tedious height, 
50 
Whatend - ſhe) ſhould cauſevs take fuch paine, 


bright 


Thar 
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Thar done, he leads him = bigheſt Mount; 
Such one, as that ſame mighty man of God, 
That bloud-red billowes like a walled front 
Oneither {ide diſparted with his rod, 
T1ll that his army dry-foot through them yod, 
Dwelt fortie dates ypon ; where, writ in ſtone 
With bloudy letters by the hand of God, 
The bitter doome of death and balefull mone 

He cid receuue, whiles flaſhing fire about tum ſhone. 


4 

Or like that ſacred hill, whole head full hic, 

Adornd with fruittull Oliues all around, 

Ts, asit were for cndlefle memory 

Of that deare Lord, who oft thereon was found, 

For cuer with a flowring girlond crownd : 

Or like that pleaſant Mount, that is for ay 

Through famous Poets verſe cach whererenownd, 

On which thethrice three learned Ladies play 
Their heaucnly notes, and make full many a loucly lay. 


Fs 
From thence, farre off he vnto him did ſhew 
A little path, that was both ſteep and long, 
Which toa goodly Citic led hus view ; 


Whoſe wals and towres were builded _ and ſtrong 
Y 


Of pearle and precious ſtone, that carth 
Cannotdeſcribe, nor witof man can tell ; 
Too high a ditty tor my ſimple ſong ; 
The Cmic of thegreat King fophrir well, 
Wherein cternall peace and happmeſſe doth dwell. 
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As he thereon ſtood gazing, he might fee 
The bleſſed Angels to and fro deſcend 
From higheſt heauen, in gladſome companee, 
And with great ioy anto that Citic wend, 
As commonly as friend does with his friend. 
Whereat he wondred much, and gan enquere, 
What ſtately building durſt ſo high extend 
Herloftie rowres vnto the ſtarry Sphere, 

And whatvaknowne nation there empeopled were. 


$7 

Faire Knight (quoth he) Hieraſalemthatis, 
The new Hiersſalem, that God has built, * 
For thoſe to dwell-in that are choſenhis, 
His choſcn people, purg'd from finfull guilt, 
With pittious bloud , which cruelly was ſpilt 
On curled tree, of that vnſpotted Lam, 
Thar for the finncs of all the world was kilt : 
Now are they Saints all in that Citic ſam, 


More deare vnto their God, then younglings to their dam. 
8 


Till now, ſaid then the Knight, I weened well, 
Thar great Cleopols, where T haue been, 
In which that faireſt Faerie Queene doth dwell 
The faireſt Citie was, that night be ſecne ; 
And thatbright towre all built of cryſtall cleene, 
Panthea, ſcem'd the brighteſt thing thatwas : 
Butnow by proofeall otherwiſe I weene 3 


For, this great Citie, that does farre ſurpaſs, (glaſs. 
And this bright Angels towre , quite dims that towre-of 


59 
Moſt true, thenſaid the holy 


aged man; 
Yetis Cleopolis, for carthly fame, 
The faireft peecc, that eye beholden can : 
And well beſeemes all Knights of noblename, 
T hat couetin th'immorrtal] booke of fame 
To be eternized, that ſame to haunt, 
And doen their ſeruice to thatſoueraigne Dame, 
That glorie does to them for guerdon graunt: 
For, thee 13 heauenly borne, and heauen may iuſtly yaune. 
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0 
And thou faire imp, ſprung out from Engliſhrace, 
How euer now accounted Elfins ſonne, 
Well worthy doeſt thy ſeruice for her grace, 
To ayde avirgin deſolateforedonne. 
But, when thou famous vitorie haſt wonne, 
And high emongſt all Knights haſt hung thy ſhie!d, 
Thence-forth theſuir of earthly conqueſt ſhonne, 
And waſh thy hands from guilt of bloudy field : 
For, bloud can nought bur fin, & warres butſorowes yield. 


61 

Then ſceke this path, that I totheepreſage, 

Which after all to-heauen ſhall thee ſend ; 

Then peaceably thy painefull pilgrimage 

To yonder ſame Hieruſalemdoe bend, 

Where is for thee ordaind a bleſſed end: 

For, thou emongſt thoſe Saints, whom thou dooft ſee, 

Shalt be a Saint,and thine owne nations friend 

And Patrone : thou Saint ſhalr called bee, 
Saint George of mery 5 c ligne of viCtory. 

2 


Voworthy wretch (quoth he) of fo , 

 Howdarel thinks ſuch we, nap 
Theſe that haue it attaind, were in like caſe 
(Quoth he) as wretched, andliu'd in likepaine. 
But deeds of armes muſt I atlaſt be faine, 
And Ladies Jouc tolcaue, ſo bought? 
What need of armes, where peacedoth ay remaine 
(Said he) and battailes none are to be fought ? 

As for looſe loues axe vaine, and vaniſh into nought. 

6 | 


| Ot! letme not (quoth he) returne againe 


Back tothe world, whole ioyes ſo fruitleſſe arc; 
Bur let meheere for ayc in peaceremaine, 
Or ſtraight way onthat laſt long voyagefare, 
That nothing may my preſenthope empare. 
That may not be Ceaid he) ne maiſt thou yit 
Forgoe that royall maides bequeathed care, 
Who did her cauſcinto thy hand commir, 

T1ll from her curſed foc thou hauc her freely quit, 

6 


4 
Then ſhall I ſoone (quoth he) ſo God megrace, 

Abet that virgins cauſe diſconſolate, 

And ſhortly b ckretmnevno this place, 

To walke this way in Pilgrims poore eſtate. 

But now arcad, old father, why of late 

Didft thou behight me borde of Engliſh blood , 

Whom all a Facnies ſonne doen nominate ? 

That word ſhallI (faidhe) ayouchen good, 


Sith to thee is yuknowne the cradle of thy brood. x 
or 


SA me __ 
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65 ; 67 
For well Iwote, thou ſpringſt from ancientrace O holy Sire (quorh he) how ſhall Tquighr 
Of Saxon Kings, that have with mighry hand The many tauours I with thee haue tound, 
And many bloudy battailes foughtin place, That haſt my name and nation red aright, 
High rear'd their royall throne 1n Britane land, And tught the way that doesto heauen bound > 
And vanquiſht them, vnable to withſtand : This faid, adowne he looked to the ground, 
From thence a Faery thee vnweeting reft, To hauereturn'd, butdazed were his eyne 
There as thou ſleptit intender ſwadling band, Through paſſing brightneſle,which did quite confound 
And her baſe Elfin brood there for thee left. His feebleſenle, and too exceeding ſhine. 
Such,men do Changelings call,ſo chang'd by Facries theft. So darke are earthly things compar to things divine. 
66 68 
Thence ſhee thee brought into this Faerie lond, Artlaſt, when as himſelfe he gan to find, 
And 1n an heaped furrow did thee hide; To Y na back he caſt him to retire; 
Where, thee a Ploughman all ynweeting fond, Who him awaited ſtill with penfiuc mind. 
As he his toileſome teame that way did guide, Great thanks and goodly meed, to that ny ſire, 
And brought thee vp in ploughmans ſtate to bide, He thencedeparti youu his paines hire. 
Whercof Georgos he thee gaueto name; So came to Yna, who him ioy'd to fee, 
Till prickt with courage, and thy forces —_ And after little teſt, gan him deſire, 
To Faery Court thou cam'ſt to ſeek for tame, Of her adventure min4full for to bee. 


And proue thy puifſant armes, as ſeemes thee beſt became. So leaue they take of Celia, and her daughters three. 
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Igh time now gan it werx for Yna faire, And pointing forth, lo, yonder is (ſaid ſhe) 
o thinke of thoſe her captiue Parents deare, The braſen towre, in which my parents deare 
And their forwaſted kingdometorepaire : For dread of that huge fiend impriſond be, 
Whereto when as they now approched neare, Whom 1 from far, ſee on the walls appeare, 
With harty words her Knight ſhe ganto cheare, Whoſe ſight my feeble ſoule doth greatly cheare ; 
And in her modeſt manner thus beſpake; And on the top of all, I doe eſpy 
Deare knight, as deare as euer Knight was deare, The watchman waiting, tydings glad to heare, 
That al[thelc ſorrowes ſuffer for my lake, That (0 my parents) might I happily 
High heauen behold the tedious toyle ye for me take. Vato you bring, to caſe you of your muſery. 
2 4 
Now are we come vato my natiue ſoyle, With that, they heard a roaring hideous ſound, 
And to the place where all our penls dwell; | That all the ayre with terrour filled wide, 
Heere haunts that fiend, and does his daily ſpoyle, And ſeem'd vneath to ſhake the ſtedfaſt þ 
Therefore henceforth be at your keeping well, Eftſoones that dreadfull Dragon they eipide, 
And euer ready for your focman fell. Where ſtretcht he lay vpon the ſunny fide 
Theſparke of noble c now awake, Of great hill, himlell<1 like a great hill. 
And itriue your excellent ſeife to excell ; Bur all ſo ſoone, as he from farre deſcride 
Thar ſhall ye euermorerenowmed make Thoſe gliſtring armes, that heauen with light did fill, 
Aboue all knights on carth, that batzaile yndertake. a 4 full blthe, and haſtned them ynil}. I 
| 2. FT 
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Then bade the Knight this Lady yede aloofe, 
And to an hull her ſelfe with-drawe aſide, | 
From whence ſhe might behold that battailes proofe, 
And cke be ſafe from danger far deſcride: 
She him obayd, and turnd alittle wide. 
Now, 6 thou ſacred Muſe, moſt learned Dame, 
Fare Impe of Phebus, and his aged bride, 
The Nurſe of time, and cuerlaſting fame, 
That warlike hands cnnobleſt with immortall name 
6 


Ogently comeinto my feeble breſt, 
Come gently, but not with that mighty rage, 
Where-with the Martiall troupcs thou doelt infeſt, 
And harts of great Heroes doeſt enrage, 
That nought their kindled courage may afſwage; 
Soone as thy dreadfull trumpe begins roſound , 
The God of warre with his fierce equipage 
Thou dooft awake, fleepe neuer he fo ſound, 

And feared Nations dooſt with horrour ſtcrne aſtound. 


7 

Faire Goddeflc lay thatfurious fit afide, 
Till I of warres and bloudy Marsdocfing, * 
And _ fields with Sarazin bloud _ 
Twixt cat F ueene and Paynim Kin 
That with ; 2 Re and bs 2 did _ 
& worke of labour long, and endleſſe praiſe: 
But,now awhile let downe that haughry ſtring, 
And to my tunes thy ſecond tenorraile, 

That this manof God his godly armes may blaze. 
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By this, the dreadfull Beaſt drew nigh to hand, 
Halfe fying, and halfe footing 1n his haſte, 
That with his efſe meaſured much land, 
And made wide ſhadowe vnder his waſtc; 
As mountaine =_ the yall _ 
Approching nigh, hereared hi ore 
His body monſtrous, — vaſt, 
Which (to1ncreaſchis wondrous greatneſſe more) 
Was fwolne with wrath, and poyſon,and with bloody gore. 


And oner, all with brazen þ wasarm'd, 
Like plated coate of ſteele, ſo couched neare, 
Thatnought mote pearce, ne might his corſe be harm'd 
With dint of fword, nor puſh of pointed ſpeare ; 
Which as an Eagle, ſecing prey appeare, 
His aery plumes doth rouze, fuil rudely dight, 
So ſhaked he, that horrour was to heare : 
For, as the claſhing ofan Armour bright, 
Such noyle his — ſcales did ſend vnto the Knight. 


10 

H:s flaggy wings when forth he did diſplay,. 

Weeelike 4 ſayles, in which the hollow ind 

Is gathered full, and worketh ſpeedy way: : 

And eke the pennes that did his pineons bind, 

Werelike maine-yards,with fiyzng canvas lin'd; 

With which, whenas himliſtthe ayre to beat, 

An1 thereby force vnwonted 4 x 

The cloudes before him fled for terrour great, 
And all the heaucns ſteod ſtull amazed with his threa 


It 

His huge long taile, wound vp in hundred folds, 
Does overlpred his long braſs-ſcaly back: 
VVhole wreathed boughts when cuer he vnfolds, 
And thick entangled knots adowne docs lack; 
Beſpotred all with ſhields of red and black, 
It (weepeth all the Land behind him farre, 
And of three furlongs does bur little lack; 
And at the point two ſtings in-fixed arre, 

Both deadly ſharp, that ſharpeſt ſtecle exceeden farre: 


12 
Bur ſtings and ſharpeſt ſteele did far exceed 
The ſharpneſſe of his cruell rending clawes; 
Dead was it ſure, as ſure as death in deed, 
What cuer thing does touch his raucnous pawes, 
Or what within his reach he cuerdrawes. 
But,his moſt hideous head, my tongueto tell 
Does tremble : for, his deepe denouring iawes 
Wide gaped, like the grieſly mundial 
Through which into his darke abyſlc all ragia fell. 
I 
And that more wondrous 4 in citheriawe 
Three ranks of iron teeth enranged were, 
In which, yer trickling bloud and gobbets rawe 
Of late deuoured bodies did appeare, 
Thatſight thereof bred cold congealed feare : 
Which to increaſe, and all attonceto kall, 
A wo of ſmoothering m—_ ou - ſeare 
Outefhis Biakinn cone 1, 
Thatall the ayre re. with 


14 

His blazi es, like two bright ſhining ſhiclds, 
Did burhe with wrath, and led ning fire 
As.two broad Beacons, ſet in open fields, 
Scnd forth their flames farre oft to cuery Shire, 
And warning giuc, that enemies conſpire, 
With rad word the region to invade ; 
So flam'd his cyne with rage and rancorous ire: 
Butfarre within, as in aho glade, 


{moake and ſtench did fll. 


Thoſe glaring lamps wereſet, that made a dreadfull ſhade. 


I 
So dreadfully he towards kind did paſs, 

Forclifting vp aloft his ſpeckled breſt, 
And often 0g on the bruſed graſs, 
As for great ioyance of his new-come gueſt. 
Efrſoqnes he gan advance his haughty creſt, 
As chauffed Bore his briſtles doth 

And ſhooke his ſcales to bautell «hor 

em 


That made the Redcroſſe _ 
As bidding bold defiance to his focman neare. 
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The Knight gan fairely couch his ſteady peare, 
And os y ranne Zhimwith oe. might: 
The pointed ſteele arning rudely theare, 
Has harder hide would ncither pearce nor bight, 
But glauncing by torth paſſed forwardright; 
Yet ſore amooued with GOES 
The wrathfull beaſt about him turacd light, 
And him ſo rudely paſſing by, did bruſh 


Wick kis long taile,that horle & man to groynd did _ 
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17 
Both horſe and man vp lightly roſe againe, 
And freſh encounter towards him addreſt : 
But th'idle ſtroke yet backrecoild in vaine, 
And found no place his deadly pointrto reſt. 
Exceeding rage enflam'd the tunous beaſt, 
To be avenged of fo great deſpight; 
For, neuer felt his imperceable breſt 
So wondrous force from hand of liuing wight ; 
Yet had he proy'd the powre of many a pwſlant knight. 
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I 
Then with his waping wings diſplayed wide, 
Himlelfe vp high he lifted from the ground, 
And with ſtrong flight did forcably diuide 
The yielding aire, which nigh too feeble found 
Her tutting parts, and element vnſound, 
To beareo great a weight: he cutting way 
With his broad ailes, kim ſoared round: 
Artlaſt, lowe ſtouping with vnweldie ſway, 
Snatcht vp both horle and man, to beare them quite away. 


19 

Long he them bore aboue the ſubieR Plaine, 

So furre as Ewghen bowea ſhaft may ſend, 

Till ftrugling ſtrong did him at laſt conſtraine, 

To letthem downe his flightes end : 

As hagard Hauke, preſuming to contend 

WithFardic fowle, abouc his able might, 

His wear:e pounces all in yaine doth ſpend, 

To truſle theprey too heauie for his flight; —=(fight. 
Which comming downe to ground, does trec it{elfe by 

2 


o 
Hee ſo diſſeized ofhis gryping grolle, 
The Knight his thrillane ql aſaid 
In his brals-plated body to emboſle, 
And three mens vntothe ſtroke helaid; 
Where-withthe ſbffe beame quaked, as affraid, 
And glauncing {rom his {caly neck, d1d glide 
Cloſe vnder his lefttwing, then broad diſplad. 
The pearcing ſtecle there wrought x wound full wide, 
That with the vncouth {mart the Monſter loudly cride. 
21 
Hee cryde, asraging ſeas arewontto rore, 
When wintry ſtorme his wrathfull wreck does threat, 
The rolling billowes beat the ragged ſhore, 
As they the carth would ſhoulderfrom her ſeate, 
And greedy pulfe docs gape, -s hewould cat 
His neighbourel: mentin his m_— : 
Then gin the bluſtring brethren boldly threat, 
To moue the world from off is ſtedfaſt henge, 
And boyſtrous battcll make, each other to avenge. 


22 
The ſtecly head ſtuck faſt ſhll in his fleſh, 
Till with his cruell clwes he ſnatcht the wood, 
And quite aſunder broke. Forth flowed freſh 
A gun river of black goane blood, 
That drowned all the whereon he ſtood ; 
The ſtreame thereof would driue a water-mill, 
Trebly augmented was his furious mood 
With birter ſenſe of his deeperoored ill, 


2 
* The knightwas wroth to ſee his ſtroke beguil'd, 


2 

His hideous taule then burted he about, 
And there-with all enwrapt the m1mble thyes 
Of his froth-fomie ſteed, whaſe courage ſtout 
String to looſe the knor, that faſt him ryes, 
Himſelte in ſtraighter bands tooraſh implyes, 
That to the ground he is perforce conſtrand 
Tothrowe his rider: who can quickly riſe 
From off the earth, with loud diftaind; 

For, that reprochefull full right touly he dildaund : 


And fiercely tooke his e——_ bladein hand, 
With which he ſtrooke fo turious and {o fell, 
That nothing ſeemd the puiſſance could withſtand : 
Vpon his creſt the hardned ironfell, 
But his more hardned creſt was armd fo well, 
Thar deeper dint therein it would not make ; 
Yetſo extreamely did the buffe himquell, 
That from thenceforth he ſhund the like totake, 
But when he ſaw them come, he did them ſtill forlake. 


And {mote againe with more outr might; 
But backe againe the ſparkling 
And left not any marke where it did light; 
As ifin Adamantrock it had been pight. 
The beaſt impatient of his ci wound, 
And of (o fierce and forcible deſpight, 
Thought with his wings to ſtye aboue the ; 
But his late wounded wing vaſcruiceable found; 
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2 
Then full of griefe and anguiſhychement, 
Heloudly brayd, that hke was neuer heard, 
And from his wide deuouring oven ſent 
A flake of fire, that in his beard, 
= all amaz'd, and made affeard: 
T ptr, flimeſore all his 
And through his armour all hi wr uriry 
That he could not endure ſo cruell cafe, 
But thought his armes toleaue, and helmet to vnlace, 


» 


—_ Poets verſe ſo 

An or tweluchuge labours highextold, 

So many furies and  fiegdad 4 
When him the poyſoned garment did enchanne 
With Centeures bloud, and bloudie verſes charm'd, , 
As did this knight twelue thouſand dolours data, 
Whom firie ſteele now burnt, thatearſt him arm'd, 

Tharterſt him goodly arm'd, now moſt of all him harm''d. 

28 


Faint, weary, ſore emboyled grieued, brent | 
With heate,toyle, CR armes, [mart, & inward fife 
That neucr man ſuch milchiefes did rorment; 

Death better were, death did he oft defire : 


27 
Not that great Champion Cm_—_— world, 
doth dauat, 


Bur death will neer needs require. 
Whom ſo diſmaid whes is foc beheld, 
Hecaſt toſuſfer 


Bur gan hus ſturdie ſterne about to weld 


Thar flames of fire he threw forth from his large noſcthrill. And him ſo ſtrongly trooke, thattothe ground him feld. : 
te 


E 3. 


| 
| 


| 


oo 


THE FIRST BOOKE OF 


bo 

It fortuned (as faire it then befell) 
Behind his back (vnweeting) where he ſtood, 
Ofauncient time there was a ſpringing Well, 
From which faſt trickled forth a filyer flood, 
Full of great vertues, and for med'cine good. 
Whylome, before that curſed Dragon got 
That hippy Land, and all with innocent blood 
Defal'd thoſe ſacred waues, it rightly hot 

The Well of Life : ne yet his vertues had forgot. 


O 
For, yato life the dead it —_ reſtore, 
And guilt of finfull crimes cleane waſh away ; 
Thole that with ficknefſe were infeed (ore, 
It couldrecure, and aged long decay 
Renew, as it were borne that very day. 
Both Silo this, and Iordan did excell, 
And th'Engliſh Bath, and cke the german Spes, 
Ne can Cephiſe, nor Hebras match this Well: 
Into the ſame,the knight (back oyerthrowen)fell. 


I 
Now gan the golden Phebu for to ſteepe 
His fienc Ce in billowes of the Weſt, 
And his faint ſteeds watred in Ocean deep, 
Whiles fromtheir iournall labours they did reſt, 
When that infernall Monſter, hauing keſt 
His weary foe into that liuing Well, - 
Can high advaunce his broad diſcoloured breſt 
y— Lam, Fr wonted pitch, with countenancefell, 
And clapt his iron wings, as Vidtor he did dwell. 


2 

Which when his penſiue Like ſaw from farre, 
Great woe and forrow did her ſoul aflay, 
As weening that the (ad end ofthe warre, 
And gan to higheſt God entirely pray, 
That feared chance from her to turne away ; 
With folded hands and knees full lowely bent 
All night ſhe watcht, ne once adowne would lay 
Her dainty limbs in her ad dreriment, 

But praying ſtill did wake, and waking did lament. 


That Titanrole to runne his racez 
But early ere the morrow next gan reare 
Out of the ſea faire Titans deawy face, 
Vproſe the gentle virgin from bs place, 
And looked all about, if ſhee might ſpy 
Het loned knightto moue his manly paſc : 
For, ſhee had great doubt of his lafery, 
Sincelate ſhe ſaw him fall beforc his enemy. 


33 
The morrow next gan early to appeare, 
duty 


4 
Athiſtſhe ſaw, where he epdacnbs brave 

Out of the Well, wherein he drenchedlay); 
As Eagle freſh out of the Ocean waue, 
Wherche hath left his plumes all hoary gray, 
And deckt himſelfe with feathers youthly gay, 
Like Eyas hauke vp mounts vnto the skics, 
His newly budded pincons to = 

maruailes at hamſelfe, ſtill as he flies : 


| So new,this new-borne knight to batrelI new gid rife. 


F 

Whom, when the FIN. 5 ſo freſh did ſpy, 
No wonder if he wondred at thefight, 
And doubted, whether his late enemy 
It were, or other new lupplicd knight. . 
He, now to proue hs late renewed might, 
High brandiſhing hs bright deaw-burning blade, 
Vpon his creſted {calpe fo fore did ſmite, 
That to the skull a yawning woundit made: 


The deadly dint his dulled ſenſes all diſmaid. 
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I wote not, whetherthercuenging ſteele 

Were hardned with that holy water dew 
Wherein he fell, or ſharper edge did feele, 
Or his baptized hands now greater grew; 
Or other {ecret vertue did en{ew ; 
Elſe, neuer could thefotce of fleſhly arme, 
Ne molten metall in his bloud embrew : 
For, till that ſtound could neuer wight him harme, 

By ſubriitic, nor ſlight, nor might, nor mighty charme. 

7 
The cruell wound enraged tim lo ſore, 
Thatloud he yelled tor exceeding paine; 
As hundred ramping Lyons ſeem'd to rore, 
Whom rauenous hunger did thereto conftraine ; 
Then gan hetofle aloft his ſtretched traine, 
And there-with ſcourge the buxome ayreloſore, 
That to his forceto yeeldenit was faine ; 
Ne ought his ſturdie ſtrokes m1ght ſtand afore, 
That high trees ouerthrew, and rocks in pecces tore. 


d 

Theſame advauncin high aboue his head, 
With ſharp zntended itingſo rude him ſmot, 
Thatto the earth him droue, as ſtriken deal; 
Neliuing _ would hauc him bfe behot : 
The morrall ſting his angry ncedle ſhot 
Quitethrough his ſhicld, and in his ſhoulder ſcaſd, 
Where faſtitſtuck, ne would there out be got : 
The _ thereof hum wondrous ſore Haſs , 

Ne mught hus rankling paine with patience be appeaſd. 


But yet more mundfull of bs honour deare, 
Then ofthe grieuous ſmart which him did wring, 
From loathed ſoile he can him lightly reare, 
And ſtroue to loolethe furre infixed ſtring : 
Which when in vaine he tride with ſtruggeling, 
Inflam'd with wrath, his raging blade he hefr, 
And ſtrookeo ſtrongly, that the knotty ſting, 
Ot his hugetaile he quite in ſunder cleft, 
Fiuc ioynts thereof he hew'd ,and butthe ſtump himlef.. 
40 
Hart cannot think, what outrage, and what cryes, 
With foule enfouldred ſmoake and flaſhing fire, 
The hell-bred beaſt threw forth vnto the scyes % 
That all was coucred with darknefle dire : 
Then fraught with rancour, and engorgedire, 
He caſt at once him to avenge for all, 
And gathering vp himſelfe outof the mire, 
With bis vneuen wings did fiercely fall 


Vpon his {unne-bright thield,and grip't it faſt withall. 
Much 


{ant-X1. 


Cant, XI. THE FAERIE QVEENE 


B 


= 
_ 


41 
Much was the rnan encombred with his hold, 
In feare toloſe his weapon in his paw, 
Ne wiſt yet how his _ tovatold 3 
Nor harder was from Cerberus greedie 1aw 
Topluck a bone, _ _ his crucll claw 
To reaue by ſtrength the gri away : 
Thrice he aid om FErper —4 raw, : 
And thrice in vaine to draw it did aflay, 
I: booted noughtto thinke, to robbe him of his pray. 
42 
Tho when he ſaw no power might preuaile, 
His truſty ſword he caldto hus laſt aid, 
Where-with he fiercely did his foe aſlaile, 
* And double blowes about him ſtoutly lud, 
Thatglauncing fire out of the iron om 
As ſparkles from the andvile vſeto fly, 
When heauie hammers on the wedge arcſwaid; 
There-with at laſt he forc't him to vntic 
One of his graſping feet, him to defend thereby. 


4 
The other foot faſt fixed on fis ſhield, 
When as no ſtrength nor ſtrokes mote him conſtraine 
T6 loole, ne yet the warlike pledgeto = 
He {more thereat with all his might and maine, 
That nought ſo wondrous puiflance might ſuſtaine ; 
Vpon the 10ynt the lucky ſtcele did light, 
And made ſuch way, that hew'd it quite in twaine 3 
The paw yet miſſed not his miniſhe might, 
But hung ſtill on the ſhicld, as it at firit was pight. 


44 
For griefe thereof, and diucliſh deſpight, 
From his infernall fournace forh be threw 
Huge flames,thatdimmed allthe heauens light, 
Enrold in duskiſh ſmoake an4 brimſtone blew ; 
As burning Aetna from his boyling ſtew 
Doth belch out flames, and rocks in peeces broke, 
And ragged nbs of mountaines molten new, 
Enwrapt in coleblack clouds and filthy ſmoke, 
That all the Land with ſtench,& heaucn with horror choke. 


45 

The heate whereof, and harmefull peſtilence, 

So ſore him noyd, that forc't himto retire 

A little backward for his beſt defence, 

To laue his body from the ſcorchung fire, 

Which he from helliſh entrailes did expire. 

It chaunc'r (eternall God that chaunce did guide) 

As he recoyled backward,ia the mire 

His nigh forwearicd feeble feet did flide, 
And downe he fell, with dread of ſhame ſore terrifide. 


46 
There grew a goodly tree him faire beſide, 
| Loaden with fruit and apples rofiered, 
As they in pure Vermilion had been dide, 
Whercot great vertues ouer all werered: 
For,happy life to all which thereon fed, 
Andlife eke cuerlaſting did befall : 
Great God it planted in that bleſſed ſted 
With has aloughty hand, and did it call 
The Tree of Life,the crime of our firſt fathers fall. 


In all theworld "WEIET.. . be found; 

Sau in that ſoile, where all good things did growe, 

And freely {prong out of the fruitfull ground, 

As 1ncorrupted Nature did them fowe, 

Tl! that dread Dragan all did overthrowe. 

Another like faire tree cke grew thereby, 

Wherecof whoſo did eat, cue —_— 

Both good andill : O mournefull memory! 
Thattreethrough one mans faulr hath done ys all to die: 


8 
From thatfirft tree forth flow'd, as from a Well, 
A rrickling ſtreame of Balme, moſt fouerane 
And daintie deare, which oa the ground ſtill fell, 
And ouerflowed all the ferull Plaine, 
As it had deawed been with timely raine : 
Life and long healththat gracious oyntment gaue, 
And deadly wounds couldheale, and reare againe 
The ſenſelefle corſe appointed for the Graue. 
Tato thatſame hefell: which did from death hum ſaue. 


For nigh thereto the euer FAY beaſt 
Durit not approche, forhe was deadly made, 
And all that fe preſerued, did deteſt: 
Yet heit oft adventur'd to invade. 


By this, the drouping day-light gan to fade, 
And yeeld his —_—_ toſad Sk night, 
Who with her ſable mantle gan to ſhade 
The face of carth, and waics ofliuing wi 


And high her burning wr—nlmapar1_ a cu 
2 _—S , 


When gentle Ynaſaw the Grand fall 
Of herdeare knight, who weary of long fight, 
Andfaint lofle of bloud, mooy'dnorat all, 
Bur lay as ina dreame of deepe delight, 
Beſmcard with precious Balme, whole vertuous might 
Did heale his wounds, and ry ws yr alay, 


Againe ſhee ſtnken was with fore \ 
And for his ſafetie gan ; 
And watch the noyous night, and waitfor ioyous day. 
Fi 
Theioyous day gan earlyto 


And faire Aurore fromher deawy bed 

Of aged Tithone gan herſelfe to reare, 

Withroſic checkes, forſhameas bluſhingred; 

Her golden locks forhaſte were looſely 

About her cares, when Yas her did mark 

Climbeto her charer, all with flowers ſpred ; 

From heauen high to chaſe the chearelefſedark, 
With merry note her loud falutes the mounting Lark, 


52 
Then freſh] arolc the doughity knight, 
Allhealedofhi 


As if late fight had noughthim damnifide, 

He worxe diſmaid, and gan hisfate to feare 

as 1% wonted rage he him advaunced tieare. 
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Andin his firſt encounter, KLE wide, 
Hee thoughtattonce him to haueſwallowd quight, 
AnJ ruſht vpon him with outrageous pride; 
Who him r'encountring fierce, as hauke in flight, 
Perforce rebutred back. The weapon bright, 
Taking advantage of his open iaw, 
Ran throvgh his mouth with ſo importune might, 
Thar deepe empearc't his darkſome hollow maw, 


And back retyr'd, his life bloud forth withall did drawe. 


Sodowne he fell, and forthits life did breath, 
Thatvaniſhtinto ſmoake and cloudes ſwift ; 
So downe he fell, that th'earth him vnderneath 
Did groane, as feebleſo great loade to lift; 


So downe hetcll, and hi 


So downe he fl, as an hugerockie clift, 

Whoſe falſe foundation waues haue w :ſht away, 

With dreadfull poyſe 1s from the maine land ni 

And rolling downe, great Neptune doth dilmay ; 
Fe an heaped mountaine lay, 


5s 
The Kaight himſelfe cuen trembled at hisfall, 


So huge and horrible a m.iſle it ſeem'd ; 

And his deare Ladie,that beheld it all, 

Durſt not approche for dread, which ſhe miſdecm'd: 
But yetat laſt, when as the direfull feend 

She ſaw not ſtirre, off-ſhaking vaine affright, 

She nigher drew, and {aw that joyous cnd : 


Then God ſhe prayſd, and thankt her Faithfull knight, 


That had atchieu'd ſo greata conqueſt by h:s might. 
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I 
Ehold, Ice the Hanen nigh at hand, 


The which afore 1s fairely to be kend, 
And feemeth ſafe from ſtormes, that may offend ; 
There this faire Virgin wearie of her way 
Muſt landed be, now at her iourneyes end : 
There cke my feeble Barke a while may ſtay, 

Till merry wind and weather call her thence away. 


2 
Scarcely had Phebus inthe gloomung Eaſt 
Yet Lined his frie-Footed ——_ 
Ne reard aboue the carth his flanuog creaſt, 
When the laſt deadly ſmoake aloft did iteeme, 
That fione of laſt outbreathed life did ſeeme, 
Vauto the watchman on the Caſtle wall; 
Who thereby dead that balefull Beaſt did deeme, 
And to his Lord and Lady loud gan call, 
Totell how he had ſcene the Dragons farall fall. 


Vproſewith haſtie ioy, and feeble ſpeed 
Thar aged Sire,the Lord of allthat land, 
And looked forth, to weet if truc indeed 
Thoſe tydings were, as he dad vaderftagd ; 
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To which I meane my wearie courſe to bend; 
Vere the maine ſhete, & beare vp with the land, 


Canto XII. 


FaireVna to the Rederoſſe knight 
betrothed s with ioy : 

Though falſe Dueſſa it to barre 
her falſe ſleights doe imploy. 
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Which when as true by tryall he outfound, 

He bade to open wide his brazen gate, 
Whichlong time had been ſhut, and out of hond 
Prochimes ioy and peace through all his Stare ; 


For dead now was their foe, which them forraicd late. 


4 
Then gan triumphant Trumpets ſound on hic, 


Thar ſent to heauen the ecchoed report 

Of their new ioy, and happy vitory 

Gainſt him, that had them long oppreſt with tort, 
And faſt impriſoned in fieged fort. 

Then all the people, as infolemne feaſt, 

To him aſſembled with one full conſort, 
Reioycing at thefall of that great beaſt, 


From whoſe cternall bo ndagenow they were releaſ?, 


5 
Forth came that ancient Lord and aged Queene, 


Arraid in antique robes downe to the ground, 
And ſad habilimentsrightwell beſecne ; 

A noble crew about them waited round 
Ofſage and ſober Peeres, all graucly gownd ; 
Whom farre beforc did march 1 as.” band 
Ofrall young men, all able armes to ſound, 
But now they Laurell branches bore in hand; 


Clad figne of viQtorie and peace in all their land, 


Vato 


wo 
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VYarto that doughty Conquerour they came, 

" And him before, themlſeluesproftrating lowe, 
Their Lord and Patroneloud did him proclame, 
And :t his feet their Laurell boughes did throwe. 
Soone after them, all ng onarowe 
The comcly virgins came, with girlands dight, 

As freſh as fowres in medow greene doe growe, 
When moruing deaw vpon their leaues doth light : 
And in their hands ſweet Tymbrels all ypheld on tughs. 


7 
And them before, the fry of children _ 

Their wanton {ports and childiſh mirth did play, 

And to the Maidens founding Tymbrels ſung 

In well attuned notes, a joyous lay, 

And made delightfull mufick all the way, 

Vnrill they came where that faire virgin ſtood ; 

As faire Diana 1n freſh ſommers day 

Beholds her Nymphes, enrang'd in ſhadiewood, 
Some wreſtle, ſome doe run,ſome bathe in cryſtall flood: 
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$o ſhe beheld thoſe maidens meriment 
With cheerefull view ; who, when to herthey came, 
Thermlelucs to ground with gracious humbleſle bent, 
And her ador'd by honourable name, 
Lifting to heauen her euerlaſting fame: 
Then on her head they ſera girland greene, 
And crowned her twixtearneſt and twixt game 3 
Who, in her lelfe-reſemblance well belcene, 
Did ſeeme ſuch as ſhe was, a goodly maiden Queene. 


And after, all the raſcall meny ran, 
z Heaped together in rude rablement, 

Tolſce theface of that vitorious man: 
Whom all adnured, as from heauen ſent, 
And gaz'd ypon with gaping wonderment. 
But, when they came where thatdead Dragon lay, 
Stretcht on the ground in monſtrous large extent, 
The ſight with 1dle feare did them diſmay, 

Ne durſt approche him nigh, to touch, or once aſſay. 
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Some feard, and fled ; ſome feard and well itfaind ; 

One that would wiſerſeeme then all the reſt, 

Warnd him not touch ; for, yer perhapsremaind 

Some lingring life within his hollowe breſt, 

Or in his wombe mighrlurke ſome hidden neſt 

Of many Dragonets, his fruitfull ſeed ; 

Another ſaid, that in his eyes did reſt 

Yer ſparkling fire, and bade thereof take heed z 
Another ſaid, he ſaw him moue his eyes indeed. 


I 
One mother, when as her foole-hardy child 
Did come too neere, and with his talants play, 
Halfe dead through feare, her little babe rewld, 
And to her goffips ganin counſell lay ; 
How can I FLY. his talents ma 


Yet ſcratch my ſonne, or rend his tender hand ? 

So, diuerſly themſclues in vaine they fray ; 

Whiles ſome more bold, to meaſure him nigh ſtand, 
To prouc how many acres he did ſpread of land. 


12 

Thus flocked allthe folke him round about, 

The whiles that hoanic King, with all his traine, 

Becing arriued, where that pion ſtour 

After has foes defeaſance did remaine, 

Him goodly greets, and faire does cntertaine, 

With pr: ifts of Ivorie and Gold, 

And ——_ anks him yeelds for all his paine. 

Then, when his ter ; va he does behold, 
Her dearely doth imbrace, and kifſeth manifold. 


I 

And after, to his Palace he þ- 2 brings, 

With Shaumes, and Trumpets,and with Clarions ſweerz 

And all the way the ioyous people fings, 

And with their garments ſtrowes the paued ſir@t*: 

Whence mounung yp, they find purveyance mect 

Of all,thatroyall Princes Court became, 

And all the floore was vnderneath their feet 

Beſpred with coſtly ſcarlot of great name, 
On which they lowely fit, and firung purpoſe frame. 


; 14 
What needs me tell their feaſt and goodly guile, 

In which was nothing riotous nor vaine ? 

VVhart needs of dainty diſhes to deuile, 

Of comely ſeruices, or courtly traine ? 

nazrowe leaues cannot in them centaine 

The large diſcourſe of royall Princes ſtate. 

Yer was their manner then butbare agd plane : 

For, th'antique world exceſle and pride did hate; 
Such proude luxurious pompe is ſwollen vp but lates 

I 


=_ when with meats wo Jinks of kind 
Their feruent tes R 
That ancient "56s Paik ranrry 
Of ſtrange advenzures, and of perils ſad, 
Which 1n his trauaile him had, 
For to demaund of his renowmed : 
Who then with vtt'rance graue, and count'nance (ad, 


From point to point, as is before _ 
Diſcourſt his voyage long, according his requeſt. 
16 


Grear pleaſures mixt with pitrifull regard, 
That godly King and Queene EI pallcaze, 
Whiles they his pitrifull adventures heard, 
Thatoft Jidt lament his lucklefle ſtate, 
And often blame the too 3zmportune fate, 
That heapt on him ſo many wrathfull wreakes : 
For, neuer gentle Knight, as he of late, 
So toſſed was in Fortunes gruell freakes ; 
And all the while (alt teazes bedcaw'd the hearers cheaks. 


17 

T hen ſaid the royall Peere in ſober wiſe; 
Deare ſonne,great been the emils, which ye bore 
From firſtto laſt, in your late enterpriſe, 
That I no'te,wherther praiſe, or pitry more : 
For, neucr liwng man (I weene) ſo ſore 
In ſea of dead was diſtreſt; - 
Bur fith now ſafe yelciſed haue the ſhore, 
And well arrived are, (high God beblcſt) 

Let vadeuile of caſe, and cucrlaſting reſt. 
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Ah, deareſt Lord, ſaid then that doughry Knight, 
Ofecale or reſt I may not yet dels 
For, by the faith which I to armes have plight, 
I bounden am, ſtraight after this emprize 
(As that your daughter can ye well adviſe) 
Back to returne to that great Facry Queene, 
And her to ſcrue fixe yeeres in warlike wile, 


Gainſt that proude Paynim king that works her teene : 
Therefore I ought crauepardon, nll I there haue beene. 


SG 

Vuhappy falles that hard nec c 
(Quoth he) the troubler of my happy peace, 
And vowed foe of my felicitie ; 
Nel againſt the ſame can iuſtly preace : 
Bur ith that band ye cannot now releaſe, 
Nor doen vndoe; (for vowes may not be vaine) 
Soone as the terme of thoſe fix yeares ſhall ceaſe, 
Yethen ſhall hither backreturneagaine, 

The marriageto accompliſh yow'd berwaxt you twaine. 

20 

Which, for my part, I couct toperforme, 
In ſort as through the world I did proclame, 
Thatwhoſo kild that Monſter (moſt deforme) 
And him in hardy battalle overcame, 
Should hauc mine onely daughterto his Dame, 
And ofmy kingdome heire apparant bee : 
Therefore, fith now to thee pertainesthe ſame, 
By due deſert of noble cheualree, 

Both daughter and cke kingdome; lo, I yieldtothee. 


21 
Then forth he called that his daughter fuire, 
The faireſt Yu? his onely daughter deare, 
His onely daughter, and his onely heire ; 
Who forth proceeding with ſad ſober cheare, 
As brightas doth the morning ſtarre appeare 
Out ofthe Eaſt, with flaming ſocks bedight, 
To tell the dawning day 1s dawning neare, 
And to the world does brivg long wiſhed light; 
So faire and freſhthat Lady ſhew'd herſelfe intighs. 


22 

So faire and freſh, as freſheſt lowre in May; 
For, ſhe had laid her mournefull ſtole aſide, 
And widow-like {ad wimple throwne away, 
Where-with her heauenly beauty ſhe did hide, 
Whiles on her wearie 1ourney ſhe did ride; 
And on hernow a garment ſhedid weare, 
All lilly white , withouten ſpot, or pride, 
That Cem'd like filke and filver wouen neare; 

Butneither filke nor ſilyer therein did appeare. 


2 
Theblazing brightneſſe of A beauties beame, 
And glonous light of her ſunſhiny face 
To tell, wereas to ſtriue againſt the ſtreame. 
My ragged rimes areall toorudeand baſe, 
Her heauenly lineaments for to enchace. 
Ne wonder for, her owne deare loued knight, - 
All were ſhe daily with himlelfe in place, 
Did wonder much at her celeſtiall fight: 
Oft had he ſcene her faire, butneuer ſofaire digh. 


CO — 


24 
So fairely dight, when ſhe in preſence came, 
She to her Sire made humble reverence, 
And bowed lowe, that herright well became, 
And added pracevnto her excellence : F 
Who with great wiſdome, and graue eloquence, C 
Thus gan to ſay. Buterche thus had (ud, 
With flying ſpeed, and ſeeming greatprerence, 
Camerunning in, much like aman d&ilmud, 
A Meſlenger with Letters, which his mellage ſaid. 


2 
Allin the open hall amazed food 
At ſuddaineneſle of that vnwarie ſight, 
And wondred at his breathleſle haftie mood. 
But he for nought would ſtay his paſſage nght, 
Till faſt before the King he did alight , 
Where falling flat, great humbleſle he did make, 
And kiſt the ground, whereon his foote was pight; 
Then to his hands that writ he did betake, 
Which he diſcloſing, read thus, as the paper ſpake. 
26 
To thee, moſt mightic King of Eden faire, 
Her greeting ſends in the ſadlines addreſt, 
The wofull daughter, and forſaken heire 
Of that great Emperour of all the Weſt; v 
And bids thee be adviſed for the beſt, | 2} 
Ere thou thy daughterlinke jn holy band 
Of wedlock, to thatnew vriknowen gueſt : 
For, he already plighted his right hand 
Vnto another Loue,an1 to another Land. 


27 

To me, ſad maid, or rather widow ſad, 
He was affianced long time before, 
And ſacred pledges he both gaue, and had, 
Falſe erraunt kmght, infamous, and forſwore: 
Witneſle the burning Altars, which he ſwore, 
And puiltic heauens of his bold periurie; 
Which though he hath polluted oft and yore, 
YetIto them foriudgement iuſt doe fly, 

And them conure tavenge this ſhamefull iniury. 
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28 
Therefore, fith mine he is, or free or bond, 
Or falſe or true, or living or clſedead, 
With-hold, 6 ſoueraigne Prince, your haſty hond 
From knitting league with him, I youarcad ; 
Ne weene my right with ſtrength adowneto tread, 
Through weakenefſe of my widowhed, or woe : 
For, truth is ſtrong, his rightfull cauſe ro plead, 
And ſhall find friends, ifneced requireth ſo : * 
So bids thee well to fare, Thy neither friend,nor foe, 
29 Fideſſe. 
When he theſe bitter byting words had red, 
The rydings ſtrange did him abaſhed make, 
That itillhe fate long time aſtomiſhed 
As in great muſe, neword to creature ſpake, 
Atlaſt, his ſolemnefilence thus he a 1g 
With doubrtfull eyes faſt fixed on his gueſt; 
Redoubted knight, that for mine onely ſake 
Thy life and honour late adventureſt, 
Let nought be hid from me, that oughtto be cxpreſt. 
Whar 


har 
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Whatmeane theſe bloudy Leh and idle threats, 
Throwne out from womaniſh impatiept mind ? 
What heauens ? what altars ? what enraged heates 
Here heaped vp with tearmes of loue vakind, 

My conſcience cleare with guilty bans would bind ? 
High God be witnefle, that I gwiltleſle ame. 
Bur, if your ſelfe, Sir Knight, yefaultic find, 
Or wrapped be in loues of former Dame, 
With crime doe not it couer, but diſcloſe the ſame. 


I 
To whom the Redcroſſe knight this anſwere ſent, 
My Lord, my Kivg, be noughthereat diſmaid, 
T1ll well ye wote by graue intendiment, 
Whatwoman, and wherefore doth me vpbraid 
VVith breach of loue, and loyaltic betrayd. 
It was in my mishaps, as hitherward 
I lately trauaild, that vnwares I ftraid 
Our of my way, through perils ſtrange and hard 
Thatday ſhould faile me, cre I bad them all declar'd. 


2 

There did I find, or rather Gow found 

Of this falſe woman, that Fideſſa hight, 

Fideſſa hight the falſeſt Dame on 5 

Mott falle Dueſſa, royall richly dight, 

T hat cafic was to inveagleweaker fight: 

Who, by her wicked arts, and wiliesKill, 

Too falſe and ſtrong for earthly skill or might, 

Vnwares me vrough ynto her wicked will, 
And to my foe betraid, whenleaſt Ifeared ill. 


Then ſtepped forth the good! royall Maid, 
And on the ground her ſelfc proſtrating lowe, 
With ſober countenaunce thus to him laid ; 
O pardon me, my ſoucraigne Lord, toſhowe 
The ſecret ———— of late I knowe 
To haue been wrought by thatfalſe Sorcereſle. 
She onely ſhee it is, that carſt did rhrowe 
This gentleknight into ſo great diſtreſle, 
Thatdeath him did awaitin daily wretchednefie. 


And nowit ſeemes, that helaborned bath 
This craftie meſflenger with letters vaine, 
To worke new woe and improuidedſcath, 
By breaking of the band betwixt vs twaine 3 
Wherein ſhe vſed hath thepraftickpaine 
Of this falſe footman, cloakt with fimplencſle: 
Whom if ye pleaſe for to diſcouer plaine, 
Ye ſhall him Archimago find, I gheſle, 
The falleſt man aliue , who trics ſhall tind nolefle. 


s 

The King was greatly mocued ather ſpeach, 
And all with {udJaine indignation fraight, 
Bade on that meſfenger rude hands to reach. 
Eftſoones the Gard, which on his State did wait, 
Attach'tthat faitor falſe, and bound him ftrait: 
Who, ſeeming —_ chauffed at his band, 
As chained Beaxe, whom cruell dogs doe bait, 
With idle force did func them to withſtand, 

And often ſemblance made to ſcape our of their hand. 


36 
But they him laid full lowe 1n dungeon deepe, 
And bound him hand and foot with += Rn 
Aud with continuall watch did warely keepe ; 
Who then would thiake, that by his ſubrilc rraines 
He could eſcape foule death or deadly paines 2 
Thus when that Princes wrath was pacafide, 
He $a renew the late forbidden banes, 
And to the Kiight his Daughter deare hetyde, 
With {lacred rites and yowes for cuer to abide. 


ly 
His owne two hands the holy knots did knit, 
That none but death for cuer can diuide ; 
His owne twe hands, for ſuch aturne moſt fir, 
The bouſling firedid kindle and provide, 
And holy water thereon ſprinkled wide; 
At which, a buſhy Teadea groome did light, 
Andfacred lampe in FUSS. Gui" hide, 
Where it ſhould not be quenched day nor night, 
For feare of cuill fates, bur burnen euer bright. 


8 

Then they ſprinkle all the with wine, 

Ther ally great feaſt, to ſo ze that day ; 
perfumdewith Frankencenſe divine, 

And precous odoursfercht from farre away, 
Tharall the houſe did ſweat with array : 
And all the while ſweet Muſick T5 pur 
Her curious skill, the warbhog notes toplay, 
Todriue __— dull Melancholy ; 

The whilcs onclung aſong of louc andiollity. 


39 
During the which,there was an heauenly noiſe 
Heard ſonnd through all the Palace pleaſantly, 
Like as it had been many an VOICE, 
Sipgihg before th'eternall Majeſtic, 
Intheir trinall triphcities on hie; 
Yerwiſtno creature, whence that heauenly ſweet 
Proceeded: yet each onefelt( 
Himſelfe thereby reft of his ſenſes meet, 
Andrauiſhed with rue impreſſion 1a bis ſprite. 


o 

Greatioy was made thatday of young and old, 
And ſolemne feaſt proclaimd throughoutthe Land, 
That their exceeding mirth may not betold : 
Suffice it, here by ſignes to vnderſtand 
Thevſuall ioyes arknitting of loues band. 
Thriſc happy man the Kmght himſelfe did hold, 
Poflefſed of his Ladies hart and hand; 
And euer, when his eye did herbehold, 

Her hart did ſceme to meltin pleaſures manifold; 


41 
Her ioyous preſence and ſweet comp 
In fa —_ he there did long xn 
Ne wicked envie, norvile icaloufic 
His deare delights were ableto annoy : 
Yer ſwimming in that ſea of blisfull ioy, 
He nought forgot, how he whilome had ſworne, 
In caſe he could that monſtrous beaſt deſtroy, 
Vnto his Faery Queene back toreturne : 
The which he ſhortly did, and Y na lcf;to mourne. 
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Heere ſhe awhile may make her Le aboade, 


42 
Now ſtrike your ſailes yeeiolly Mariners : Till ſhe repaired haue her tackles ſpent, 
For we be come ynto aquict rode, And wants ſupplide. And then againe abroad 
Where we muſtland ſome of our paſſengers, On the long voyage whereto ſheis bent: 
And light this wearie yefell of her lode. Well may ſhee ſpeed, and fairely finiſh her intent. 


T he end of the firit Booke-. 


THE 


SECOND BOOKE 


OF THE FAERIE 
QVEENE: 
CONTAINING 
THE LEGENDE OF SIR GVYON. 
OR 
Of Temperaunce_. 


That nothing is, but that which he hath ſeenc ? 
What if within the Moones faire ſhining ſpheare, 
What if in cuery other ſtarreynſeene 
Of other worlds he happily ſhould heare ? 
He wonder would much more : yet ſuch to ſome appeare. 


I 
 19t well I wote,moſt mighty Soucraigne, 
© Thar all this famous antique hiſtory, 

» Of ſome, th'aboundance of an idle braine 
Will judged be, and painted forgery, 
Rather then matter of iuſt memory 

Sith none that breatheth liuing aire, does knowe, 


Whereis that happy Land of Faery, 
Which I ſo much doe vaunt, yetno where ſhowe, 
But youch antiquities, which no body car knowe. 


2 
But let that man with better ſenſe adviſe, 
That of the world leaſt part to vsis read: 
And daily how through hardy —_— 
Many great Regions are diſcouered, 
Which to late age were neuer mentioned. 
Who euer a - th'Indian Peru? 
Or who in venturous veſlell meaſured 
The Amazons huge riuer now found true ? 
Or fruitfulleſt Yirginia who did cuer view ? 


Yet all theſe were, when I did them knowe ; 
Yet hauefromwileſt ages hidden beene : 
And later times things more vaknowne ſhall ſhowe. 
Why then ſhould wilefle man ſo much miſweene 


In whom = rule of Temp'raunce goodly doth appeare. 


4 
Of Faery lond = if he more inquire, 


By certaine fignes heere ſet in ſundry place 

He may it find ; ne let him then adeta 

But yield his ſenſcto be too blunt and baſe, 
That no'te without an hound fine footing trace. 
And thou, 6 faireſt Princeſle ynder sky, 

In this faire Mirror maiſt behold th - if 

And thine ownerealmes in lond of _ 


And inthis antique Image thy great aunce 


5 
The which, 6 pardon me thus to enfold 


In couert veile, and ny in ſhadowes light, 
That feeble eyes your glory may behold, 
Whichelſe could notendure thoſe beamez bright, 
But would be dazled with exceeding light. 

O pardon, and vouchſafe with patient care 

The braue adventures of this Facry Knight, 

The good Sir Guyon,gracioully to heare, 


Cant; 


THE SECOND BOOKE OF { ant. 1. 


Se 


ANONNIETTTTEELTITYY 


e\ 
— _ſT_ = => ws) 
Ly you! 'f |= CS 33> nþ2 | } I 
\ rn LEMON ©? 
y . LUI TRATNT YR 


=_ 
- 
. 


I 
Hatcunning Archite@ of cankred guile, 


"I; C: 8 Whom Princes late di _ leftin bands, 


Lg Soone as the Rgdcroſſe knight he vnderſtands, 
To beene departed out of Edenlands, 

To ſerue againe his ſoueraigne Elfin Queene, 

Has artes he moues, and out of cayriue hands 
Himlſelfe he frees by ſecret meanes vnſeene; 


His ſhackles empric left, himlelfe eſcaped clecnc., 
2 
And forth he fares, full of malicious mind, 


To worken miſchiefe and auenging woe, 
Where cuer he that god] knight may find, 
His onely hart ſore, and his onely foe, 

Sith Yna now healgates muſt forgoe, 
Whom his viorious hands did earſt reſtore 
To natiues crowne and kingdome late ygoe : 
Where ſhe enioyes ſure peace for cuermore, 


As weather-beaten ſhip arriu'd on happy ſhore. 
3Z 
Him therefore now the obie& of his ſpighr 


And deadlyfeude he _—_ _ offend 

forged treaſon, or by open fight 
H: ks, of all his Irifs a Jn end: 
Thereto his ſubtile engins he does bend, 
His praftick wit, and hs faire filed tong, 
With thouſand other Nleights : for, well he kend, 
His credit now in doubttull ballance hong ; 


For,hardly could he hurt, who was already ſtong. 


4 
ill as he went, he craftie ſtales did lay, 

With cunning traines him to entrap vnwares, 
Andpriuieſpials plac'tin all his way, 

To weetwhat courſe he takes, and how he fares ; 
To ketch himat avantage in his ſnares, 

By triall of his former harmes and cares, 

But now ſo wiſe and waric was the knight, 

That he deſcride, and ſhunned ſtill his light : 


The 6ſh,that once was caught,new baitwill hardly bite. 
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Guyon, by Archimage abus'd, 

The Redcroſſe knight awaites, 
Findes Mordant and _Amauia ſlaine 
wt With pleaſares poiſoned baites. 
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Nathefle, th'Enchaunter LY not ſpare his paine, 

In hope to win occaſion to his will ; 

Which when he long awaited had invaine, 

He chang'd his mind from one to otherill : 

For, to all good heenemy was ſtill. 

Vpon the way him fortuned to meet 

(Faire marching vnderneath aſhady hill) 

A goodly knight, all arm'd in harneſle meer, 
Thatfrom hs head no place appeared to hisfeys. 

6 


His carriage was full comely and vpright, 
His countenaunce demure and temperate 3 
Butyetſo ſterne and terrible in ſight, 
That cheard his friends, and did Fis focs amate : 
He was an Elfin borne of noble ſtate, 

And mickle worſhip in hisnatiue land; 

Well could he tourney, and in liſts debate, . 

And knighthood tooke of good Sir Huons hand, 
When with king Oberon he came to Facric Land. 


7 
Him als accompanid vpon the way 
A comely Palmer, clad in black attire, 
Ot ripeſt yeeres, and haires all hoarie gray, 
That with a ſtaffe his feeble _ did ſtire, 
Leaſthislong way his aged limbes ſhould tire : 
And,if by lookes one may the mind aread, 
He ſeem'd to bea ſage and ſober fire, 
And cuer with ſlowe paſe the knight did lead, 
Who taught his trampling ſteed wick equall ſteps to tread. 
8 


Such when as Archimago them did view, 
He weened well to worke ſome vocouth wile; 
Efrſoones vntwiſting his deceitfull clew, 
He gan to weaue a web of wicked guile, 
And with faire countenaunce and flattring ſtile 
To them approaching, thus the Knight beſpake : 
Faire ſonne of Mars, that ſeeke with warlike ſpoile, 
And great atchicu'ments, great yourſelfe to make, 
Vouchlafe to ſtay your ſteed for humble miſers ſake. 
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He ſtaid his ſteed for bath miſers ſake, 
And bade tell on the tenor ofhis plant; 
Who, fejgning then in cuery limbe to quake, 
Through inward ar and —_— = and faint, 
With pittious mone his pearcin int; 
DeceeLady, how ſhall - 50, me" te 
Whom late Ileftin langourous conſtraint ! 
Would God thy ſ(elfe now preſent were in place, 

To tell this rucfull tale ; thy fight could win thee grace. 


10 
Orrather would, 6 would it ſo had chaunc't, 
That you,moſt noble Sir, had preſent beene, * 
When that lewd ribauld (with vile luſt aduaunc't) 
Laid firſt his filthy hands on virgin cleene, 
Toſpoile her daintie corſe fo fare and ſheene, 
As'on theearth (great mother of vs all) 
With liuing eye more faire was neuer (eene, 
Ofchaſtitic and honour virginall : 
Witneſle ye heauens, whom ſhe in vaineto helpedid call. 


T1 
How may it be (ſaid then the knight halfewroth) 
That knightſhould knight-hocd euerſo haue ſhent ? 
None bur that ſaw (quoth he) would weene for troth, 
How ſhamefully that Maid hedidtormenr. 
Her looſer golden locks he rudely rent, 
And drew her on the ground, and his ſharpſword, 
Againſt her ſnowy breaſt he fiercely bent, 
And threatned death with many abloudy word ; 
Tongue hates to tell the reſt, that eye tolecabhord. 


Iz 
There-with, amooued from his ſober mood, '' 
And lives he yet ({aid he) that wrought this a, 
And doen the heauens affoord him virall food? 
Heliues _ he) and boaſteth of the fat, 
Ne yet hath any Knight his co crackt. 
Where may that treachour then ({aid he) be found, 
Or by what meanes may I his footing tra&t? 
That ſhall I ſhew (ſaid he) as ſure, as hound 
The ſtriken Deare doth chalenge by the bleeding wound. 


I 

He ſtaid notlenger talke, ho with fierce ire, 
And zealous haſte, away 1s quickly gone 
To ſecke that Knight, where him thar crafty Squire 
Suppos'd to be. They doe arriue anone, 
Where ſate a gentle Lady all alone, 
With garments rent, and haire diſcheueled, 
Wringing her hands, and making pittous mone 3 
Herſwollen eyes weremuch di 


And herfaireface, with eares was fouly blubbered. 


I4 
The Knight,approching nigh, thus to her aid, 
Faire Ladie, through toule ſorrow ill bedight, 
Great pitry is to ſee you thus diſmaid, 
And _ rethebloſſome - ary (or. : 
For opppeat our griefe and heauy plight, 
And eh the ſb of nt conceiged paine. 
For, zthe liue that hath you docndeſpight 3 
Heſtall you doe duerecompence agune, 
Or clic bis wrong wut greater puilſance maintaine. 


15 
Which when ſhee heard, as in deſpighfull wile, 
She wilfully her ſorrow did augment, 
And offred hope of comfort ard deſpiſe : 
Her golden locks moſt cruelly ſherent, 
And {cratchtherfice with gaſtlydreriment; 
Ne would ſhe ſpeake, ne ec, ne yer be [eene, 
But hid her vilage, and her head downe benr, 
Either for grieuous ſhame, orfor great recne, 
As if her hart with ſorrow had transfixed beene; 


16 

T1ll her that Squire beſpake, Madame; my liefe, 

For Gods deare loue be not lo wiltull bent, 

But doe vouchlafe now toreccuuerelicte, 

The which good fortune doth to youpreſear. 

For, what boots itto weepe and to wayment 

When ill is chaunc't, but doth the ill increaſe, 

And the weake mind with double woe torment ? 

When ſhe her Squire heard ſpeake, ſhe gan appeaſe 
Her voluntarie paine, and feele ſome lecrer eaſe. 


17 
Efrſoone ſhe ſaid, Ah gentle truſtie Squire, 
What comfort can I wofull wretch conceaue, 
Or why ſhould cuer Thenceforth defire 
To ſee faire heauens face, and life notleaue, 
Sith that falſe Traytor did my honourreaue? 
Falſe Traytour certes (ſaidthe Facrie knight) 
Iread the man, that euer would deceaue 
A gentle Ladie, or her wrong through might: 
Death were too little pajne for tuch a foule deſpighr. 
$ 


I 
But now, faire Lady, comfortto you make, 


And read who hath ye wrought this ſhamefull plight; 


Thar ſhort reuenge the man may ouertake, 
Where ſo he be, and ſoone vpon him light. 
Certes ({aid ſhe) I wotenot how he hjohe , 
Bur vnder him a gray ſteed did he wield, 
Whoſe fides with dapled carcles weren dight; 
Vpright he rode, and in his filuer ſhield 

He bore a bloudy Croſle, that quartred all the field. 


I 
Now by my head (ſaid Guyen) much [ muſe 
How that ſame Knight ſhould doe ſo foule amiſs, 
Or cuer gentle Damrzell ſo abuſe : 
For, may I boldlyfſay, heefurely is 
Aright good Knight, and true of word ywis : 
I preſent was, and can it witneſſe well, 
When armes he ſwore, and ſtraighrdidenterpris 
Th'adventure of the Errantdamozel, 
In which he hath great glorie wonne, as Lhearetell, 


20 
Nathlefſe, he ſhortly ſhall ag une be tryde, 
And fairely quite hum of - rot? + FM : 
Elſe be yeſure, hedearcly ſhall abide, 
Or make you good amendment for the fame : 
All wrongs haue mends, but no amends of ſhame, 
Now therefore Ladie,riſe out of yourpaine, 
And ſee the ſaluing of your blotted name. 
Full loath ſheeſcemd thereto, butyer did iine; 
For, ſhe was 4 gl:d herpurpoſeto to gaine. 
2, 
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Her purpoſe was not ſuch, as ſhe did faine, 
Neyet her perſon ſuch, as it was ſeene ; 
But vnder fimple ſhewe, and ſemblant plaine 
Lurk falſe Dueſſa, ſecretly vnlcene, 
As a chaſte virgin that had wronged beene : 
So had falſe Archimago her diſguis'd, 
To cloake her gule with ſorrow and (ad teene; 
And eke himſelte had craftily deuis'd 

To be her Squire, and doe her lcruice well aguis'd. 
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Her, late forlorne and naked, he had found, 
Where ſhe did wander in waſte Wilderneſle, 
Lurking in Rocks and Caues farre ynder ground, 
And with greene moſle cov'ring her = 2 
To hide her ſhame and loathly filthinefle; 
Sith her Prince Arthur of proud ornaments 
And borrow'd beauty ſpoyld. Her natheleſſe 
Th'enchaunter finding fit for his intents, - 

Did thus reveſt, and deckt with due habilimens. 
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For, all he did, was to "ED good Knights, 
And drawe them from purſuit of praile and fame, 
To lug in floth and ſenluall delights, 
And end their daies with irrenowmed ſhame. 
And now exceeding griefe him overcame 
To ce the Redcroſſe thus adyaunced hie ; 
Therefore this craftie engine hedid frame, 
Againſt his praiſe to ſtirrevp enmitie 

Of ſuch, as vertues like mote vnto him allic. 


24 
So now he Guyon guides an vncouth wal, 
Through woods & mountaines, till they came at laſt 


Into apleaſantdale, that lowely = 
Betwaxt two hils, whoſe high heads overplac't, 
Thevalley did with coole ſhadeovercaſt; 
Through midſt thereof a little riuerrold, 

By which there fate a knight with helme vnlac't, 
Himſelfe refreſhang with the liquid cold, 
After bis trauaile long, and labours manifold. 


25 
Loe, yonder hee ( cryde —_ alowd) 
That wrought the ſhamefull fact, which I did ſhew ; 
And now he doth himlſelfe in ſecret ſhrowd, 
Toflic the vengeancefor his outrage dew); 
Bur vaine:: for, ye ſhall dearely doe himrew, 
So God yee ſpeed,and ſend you | a ſuccelle; 
Which wefarre off will here abide to view. 
So they him left, inflam'd with wrathfulnefle, 


Thatftraight againſt that knight his ſpeare he did addrefle. 
26 


Who, ſeeing him from farre fo fierceto _ 
His warlike armes about him gan embrace, 
And in thereſt his rcady ſpearedid ſtick; 
Tho when as ſtill he ſaw him towards paſe, 
He gan r'encounter him in equallrace. 
They beeneymert, both ready to aftrap, 
When {uddainly thatwarriour gan abaſe 
His threatned ſpeare, as it ſome new miſhap 

Had him beridde, or hidden danger didentrap; 
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And cryde, Mercie Sir Knight, and mercy Lord, 

For mine offence and heedlefle hardimenr, 

That had almoſt committed crime abhord, 

And with reprochefull ſhame mine honour ſhent, 

Whiles curled ſteele againſtthat badge I bear, 

The ſacred badge of my Redeemers death, 

Which on your ſhie!d is fetfor ornament : 

Bur his fiercefoc his ſteed could ſtay vneath, 
Who(prickt with courage keene)did crucll battell breath. 
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But, when he heard him ſpeake, ſtraight way he knew 

His error,and(himlelteinclyning)ſaid; 

Ah! deareSir Guyon, well becommeth you ; 

But me behoueth rather tovpbrayd, 

Whole haſtic hand ſo farre from reaſon traid, 

Thatalmoſtitdid haynous violence 

On thatfaire Image of that heauenly Maid, 

Thar decks and armes your ſhield with faire defence; 
Your court'fie takes on you anothers due offence. 


2 

So beenthey both artone, ad doen ypreare 
Their beuers bright, cach other for to greet; 
Goodly comportance each to other beare, 
And cntertaine themlelues with courr'fies meet. 
Then ſaid the Redcroſſe Knight, Now mote I weet 
Sir Gwyon, why with to fierce fſaliance, 
And fell intent ye did atcarſtmemeet; 


For, fith I know your goodly gouernaunce, 
Great cauſe(I ween)you guided,or ſome yncouth chaunce. 


zo 
Certes (Gid he) well mote I ſhame to tell 


The fond encheaſon that me hither led. 
A falſe infamous faitour late befell 
Mefor to meer, that ſeemed ill beſted, 
And plaind of grieuous outrage, which hered 
A Knight had wrought inſt aLadie gent : 
Which toavenge, he to this place meled, 
Where you he made the —_ ofhis intent, 
And now 1s fled; foule ſhame him follow, where hee went. 
I 
So can he turne his earneſt Lc game, 
Through goodly handling and wile temperaunce. 
By this, his aged guide in preſence came; 
Who, ſoone as on that knight his eye did glaunce, 
Eftſoones of him had perfet cognizaunce, 
Sith him in Faeric Court he late auiz'd ; 
And ſaid, Faire ſonne, Godgiue you happy chaunce, 
And that deare Croſſe vpon your ſhield deuiz'd, 
Where-with aboucallknigkts ye goodly ſeemeaguizd. 
2 


Ioy may you haue, and ecrlafiing fame, 
O: late moſt hard atchieu'ment by you donne, 
For which enrolled is your glorious name 
In heauenly Regiſters aboue the Sunne, 
Where you a Saint, with Saints your ſeathaute wonne ; 
But, wretched we,where ye haue left your marke, 
Muſt now anew begin, like race torunne, | 
God guide thee, Gwyon, well to end thy warke, ' 
An.to the wiſhed hayeu bring thy wearie barke. 
Palr ner, 
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Palmer, (him anſwered the Rederoſſe Knight) 
His be the praiſe, that this atchcu'ment wrought, 
Who made my hand the organ of his might; 
More then good-will to me attribute nought: 
For, all I 41d, I did butas I ought. 
But you, faire Sir, whoſe pageantnextenſewes, 
Well mote yee thee, as well can wiſh your thought. 


That hone ye may report theſe happy newes ; 
For, well yee bet 


4 

So, courteous conge both FYy giue and take, 
With right han plighted, pledges of good mill. 
Then Guyon forward gan his yoyage make, 
With his black Palmer, that him guided ſtill. 
Still he him guided ouer dale andill, 
And with his ſteadie ſtaffe did point his way : 
His race with reaſon, and with words his will, 
From foule intemperance he oft did ſtay, 

And ſuffred notin wrath his haſtic ſteps to ſtray. 


5 
In this faire wize they _ long yfere, 
Through many hard aflaies, which did betide; 
Of which he honour ſtill away did beare, 
And ſpred his glory through all Countries wide. 
Atlaſt, as chaunc't them by a Foreſt fide 
To paſlle (for ſuccour from the ſcorching ray) 
They heard a rucfull yoice, that dearnly cride 
With pearcing ſhriekes, and many adolctulllay; 
Which to attend, awhile their forward ſteps they ſtay. 
6 


But, if that careleſle heme (quoth ſhe) deſpiſe 
The doome of iuſt reuenge, and take delight 
To ce {ad pageants ok mens mileries, 
As bound by them to liue in lifes deſpight ; 
Yet can they not warnedeath from wzetched wight. 


Come then, come ſoone, come {weereſt death to mee. 


And take away this long lent loathed light: 
Sharpe be thy wounds, but ſweet the medicines bee, 
That long captiued ſoules from wearie thraldome free. 


7 
But thou, ſweet Babe, hs frowning froward fate 
Hath made (ad witnefle of thy fathers fall, 
Sith heauen thee deignes to hold in huing ſtate, 
Long maiſt thou liue, and better thriue withall, 
Then to thy luckleſle Parents did befall : 
Liue thou, and to thy mother dead atteſt, 
That cleare ſhe dide from blemiſh crimunall ; 
Thy little hands embrewd in bleeding breſt, + 
Loc, I forpledges leaue. So giue me leaue to reſt. 
5 


With that, a deadly ſhricke ſhe forth did throwe, 
Thatthrough the wood reecchoed againe: 
And after, gaue a groane ſodeepe andlowe, 
That ſeem'd _ —_— hart -_ rent in twaine, 
Or thrild wi int of thorough-pearcing paine ; 
As gentle Hind, whoſe fides hs. on =." 
Through launced, forth her bleeding life does raine, 
Whiles the {ad pang approching ſhe does feele, 
Brayes out her lateſt breath, and yp her eyes doth (eele. 


e for worth and gentle thewes. 


Which when that _ diſm&untins ſtrut 
From his call ſteed, he ruſht into the thiek, 
And foone arriued, where that ſad pourtru® 
Of death and Labour lay/balfe dead, haltc quick; 
In whoſe white alabaſter breaſt did ftxck *--- 
A cruell knife, that made a griefly wound, 

From which forth guſht a freame of gore-bloud thick, 
That all her goodly garments ſtzind around, 
Andinto adeepe languine dide the grafſte ground. 

o 


4 
Pittifull fpe&tacle of deadly ſmart, 
Befide a bubbling founraine lowe ſhe lay, 
Which ſhe increaſed with her bleeding hart, 
And the cleane waues with purple gold did ray 3 
Als in her lap a little babe Sid play 
His cruell (porr, in ſtead of lorrow dew; 
For, in her ſtreaming bloud he did embay 
His little hands, and tender ioyuts embrew 3 
Pitrifull ſpeRtacle, as cuer eye did view. 


I 

Beſides them both, ypon the ſoiled graſs 
The Qead corſe vn armed knight was ſpred, 
Whoſe armour all with bloud beſprinkled was; 
His ruddie lips did ſmile, and rofie red 
Did paint his chearetull cheekes, yerbeeing ded: 
Seem'd to haue beene a goolly perſonage, 
Now 1 his freſheſt flowre of luſtyhed, 
Fit to inflame faire Lady with loves rage, 

But that fierce fate did crop the bloſſome of his age. 


42 
Whom, whenthe good Sir Guyondid behold, 
His hart gan wer as ſtarke as Marble ſtone, 
And his treſh bloud did frieze with fearetull cold, 
—_— _ ſeem'd bereft attone : 
Arlaſt, his mightic ghoſt gan deepe to prone, 
As Lyon contig n his ot dilhine. 
Mournes inwardly, and makes to himſelfe mone ; 
Till ruth and fraile affeon did conſtraine 
His courage ſtoutto ſtoupe, and ſhew his inward paige. 


4 
Our of her gored wound he cruell ſteele 
He lightly ſnatcht, and did the floud-gate ftop 
With his faire garment : then gan ſoftly feele 
Her feeble pulle, to proucif any drop 
Oc liuing bloud yerin her yeines did hop; 
Which when heteltto moue, he hoped faire 
Tocall back life to her forſaken ſhop ; 
So well he did her deadly wounds repaire, 
That atthe laſtſhe gan to breathe out hain ares 
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Which he perceiviog, y gan reioyce, 
And goodly counſcll (that | an wounded hart 
Is mecteſt med'cine) tempred with ſweet voice z 
Ay me. deare Lady, which the Image art 
Of ructull pitry, and impatient ſmart, 
What di chance, arm'd withreuenging fate, 
Or curſed hand hath plaid this cruell part, - 
Thus foule to haſten your vatimely Sas Wes - 

. ma Lady ſpeake: help never comes n__ 
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There-with her dim eye-lids ſhe vp ganreare, 

On which the dreary death did 6 as {ad 

As lamp of lead, and made darke cloudes appeare ; 

But when as him (all in bright armour clad) 

Before her ſtanding ſhee elpied had, 

As one out of a deadly dreame affright, 

She weakely ſtarted, yetſhe nothing drad : 

Straight downe againe herſelfe in greatdeſpight, 
She groucling threw to ground, as hating life and hight. 

6 


4 
The gentle knight, her ſoone with carefull paine 
Vplifted light, and ſoftly did vphold: 
Thrice he Ck nk thrice ſhe ſunke againe, 
Tll he his armes about her ſides gan fold, 
And to herſaid; Yetifthe ſtony cold 
Haue not all ſeized on yourfrozen hart, 
Ler one word fall that may your priefe vnfold, 
And tell the ſecret of your morrtall ſmart; 
He ofc findes preſent help, who does his griefe impart. 
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Then caſting vp a deadly looke,full lowe 

She ſigh't, from bottom of her wounded breſt, 

And after, many bitter throbs did throwe, 

With lips full pale, and foltring tongue oppreſt, 

Theſe words he breathed forth from riuen cheſt; 

Leaue, ah leaue off, what euer wioht thou bee, 

Tolet aweary wretch from her due reſt, 

And trouble dying ſoules tranquillitec. 
Take notaway now got, which none would giue to mee. 
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Ah! farre be it (ſaid he) Deare dame fro mee, / 

To hinder foulefrom her defired reſt, | 

Or hold1ad life in long captiuitee : 

For, all I ſeeke, is but to haue redreſt 

The bitter pangs, thatdoth your hart infeſt. 

Tell then (6 Lady) tell what fatall priefe 

Hath with ſo huge misfortuneyou oo_ ? 

That I may caſtto compaſſe your relicke, 
Ordic with you in ſorrow, and partake your griefe. 


a 
With feeble hands then ſtretch ed forth on hie, 
As heauen accuſing guiltic of her death, 
And with dry drops congealed inher eye, 
In theſe {ad words ſhe ſpent her vtmoſt bre:th : 
Hearcthen (6 man) the ſorrowes that vneath 
My tongue can tell, ſo farre all ſenſe theypaſs : 
Lo, this dead corple,thatlyes here vnderneath, 
The gentleſt knight, that euer on greene graſs 
Gay ſtecd with ſpurs did prick,the good Sir Mordant was: 
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Was (ay the while,thathe is notſo now !) 

My Lord, wy loue ; my deare Lord, my deare loue, 

So long as heauens uſt with equall brow 

Vouchlafed to behold vs from aboue, 

One Jay when him high —_—_ did emmoue, 

(As wont ye knights to ſecke adventures wild) 

Heepricked forth, his puiſſauntforceto proue, 

Me « wow heleftenwombed of this child, 


This luckleſſe child, whom thus yee ſee with blouddefil'd. 


Fr 
Him fortuned (hard fortune ye may gheſſe) 
To come where vile Acraſsa does wonne, 
Acraſia, a falſe Enchauntereſſe, 
Thar many errantknights hath foule fordonne : 
Within a wandring Ifland, thatdoth roone 
And ſtray in perilous gulte, her dwelling is; 
Faire Sir, if eucr there ye trauell, ſhonue 
The curled land where many wend amils, 
And knoweit by the name; it hight the Bowre of bliſs. 


2 
Her bliſſe is allinpleaſure = dehighr, | 
Where-with ſhee makes her louers drunken mad; 
And then, with words and weeds of wondrous might, 
On them ſhe works her will to vſes bad : 
My lifeſt Lord ſhe thus beguiled had; 
For, he was fleſh: (all fleſh doth frailetie breed.) 
Whom, when Iheardto been fo ill beſtad, 
_ . (Weake wretch) I wrapt my ſelfe in Palmers weed, 
And caſt to ſeek hum forth through danger & great dreed. 
Now had faire Cynthia by b.# rournes 
Full meaſured three quarters of her yeare, 
Andthrice threetimes had fild her crooked hornes, 
When as my wombe her burdein would forbeare, 
And bade mecall Lucinato me neare. 
Lucina came: a man-child forth I brought: (were; 
The woods, the Nymphes, my bowres, my Midvviues 
Hard help atneed. So deare thee babe 1 bought; 
Yet nought toodeare I deem'd, while ſo my dear I ſought. 


Him ſo I ſought, and ſo at haſt I found, 
Where him that Witch had thralledto her will, 
In chaines of luſt and lewddefires ybound, 
And fo transformed from hus former kill, 
Thatme he knew not, neither his owneill ; 
Tillthrough wiſe handling and faire gouernance, 
I him recuredto a better will, 
Purged from drugs of foule intemperance: 

c 


Then mcanes I gandeuile for his deliuerance. 


Which when the vile PAL A299 perceiu'd, 
How that my Lord from her I would repriue, 
With cup thus charm'd, him parting ſhe deceiu'd; 
Sad verſe, giue death to bim that death does gine, 
And loſſe of loue, to her that lowes to line, 
Sv ſoone as Bacchus with the Nymphe does linke : 
So parted we, and on our journey drive, 
Till comming to this Well, he ſtoupt to drinke : 
The charme fulfild, dead ſuddenly he downe did finke. 
6 


5 
Which, when I wretch. Notone word more ſhe ſaid, 
Butbreaking offthe end for want of breath, 
And lyding loft, as downeto flcepe her laid, 
And ended all her woc in quietdeath. 
That ſeeing good Sir Gwyon, could yneath 
From teares abſtaine; for griefe his hart d14 orate, 
And from ſo heauie fight his head did wreath, 
Accuſing Fortune, and too cruell fate, 
Which plunged had faire Lady in ſo wretched ſtate. . 
Then 
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Thenturning to the "PI, Laid, Old fare, 
Behold the Image of morralitie, 
And feeble nature cloth'd with fleſhly nre, 
When raging paſſioa with fierce tyzannic 
Robs reaſon of her dueregalitie, 
And makes itſcryauntrto her baſeſt part : 
The ſtrong, it weakens with infirnutie, 
And with - 1d furie armes the weakeſt hart; 
The ſtrong, through pleaſure ſooneſt falls, the weake 
58 (through (marr. 
Burt temperance (ſaid he) with olden ſquire 
Betwixt them can meaſure out a meane, 
Neither to melt in pleaſures hotdefire, 
Nor fry in hartleſle griefe and dolefull teene. 
Thrice happy man, who fares them both arweene: 
Bur, fith this wretched woman overcome 
Of anguiſh, rather then of crime hath beene, 
Releruec her cauſe to her ceternall doome; 
And in the meane, OeR her honorable toombe. 


Palmer (quoth he) death is 4 euill doome 
To good and bad, the common Inne of reſt 
But, after death, the tryall is to come, 
When beſt ſhall beto them that liued beſt : 
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| Hus when Sir Guyon with his faithfull guide 
1 Had with due rites and dolorous lament 
£211 The end of their fad Tragedie vptide, 

| The litle babe vpin his armes he hent ; 


As careleſſe ofhis woe, or innocent 
Of thatwas doen, that ruth emperced d 
Inthat Knights hart,& _ with bitter teares did ſteep, 


Ah ! luckleſſe babe; borne ks cruell ſtar, 
And in dead Parents balefull aſhes bred, 
Full litle weeneſt thou, what ſorrowes are 


Left thee for portion of thy luelihed, 
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bps Canto II, 
= ; ; Babes bloudy hands may not beclens'd, 


= theface of golden Meane, 
3 Her ſifters two Extremities : 
ſtrige her to baniſh cleane. 
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2) Who with ſweet plealance & bold blandiſh- 
Ganimile on them, that rather ought to weep, (ment Then ſoft himſelfe inclining on his knee 


But, both alike, when death hath both ſuppreſt, 
Religious reuerencedoth buriall teene, 
Which whoſo wants, wants fo much of his reft : 
For, all io {hameafter death I weene, 
OBA MTATOHET” M9070 4 


So, both agree their Se bs to cngraue 3 
The great earths wombe i open to the sky; 
And with fad Cyprelleſcemely ir embraue; 
Then coucring with a clod rub cloſed cye, 
They lay therein thoſe corſes tenderly, 
And bid them fleepe in cuerlaſting peace. 
Bur, cre they did ered Fry _6ay 
Sir Guydw,more affection to increale, 
Bynempt a ſacred yow, _ none ſhould aye releaſe. 
I 
Thedead Knights ſword out of his ſheath he drew, 
With which he cut a lock of all theirhaire, 
Which medling with their bloud an4 earth, he threw 
Into.the Graue, and gan deuoutly lweare; 
Such and ſuch cuill God on G«yon _ 
And worle and worſe young Orphane be thy paine, 
forbeare, 


IE 1, or thou, due y e doc 
Till ie bloud her guerdon doc obtaine : 
So, many teazes, they clos'd the earth againe, 
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Poore Orphane, inthe wide __ ſcattered, 
As budding branch rent from the native tree, 
And throwenforth, ull it be withered : 

Such is the ſtate of men : thus cnter wee 


Into this life with woe, and og with miſeree. 


Downeto that Well, did in the water weene 

(Soloue does loath diſdaincfull nicitce) 

His guilty hands from bloudic you to cleene. 

He waſht them oft and off, yer noughet they beene 

(For all his waſhing)cleaner. Still he ſtroue, 

Yet ſtillthe httle hands were bloudie ſeene ; 

The which him into great amaz'mentdroue, 
And _ divers doubt his waucring wonder clouc. 

4+ 
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He wiſt not whether blot of foule offence 

Might not be purg'd with water nor with bath 3 

Or that high Gad, inlicu of innocence, 

} mprintedhaJ thattoken of his wrath, 

To ſhew how fore bloud-guiltinefle he har'th ; 

Or that the charme and venim, which they drunk, 

Their bloud with ſccret filth infeRed hath, 

Becing diffuſed through the ſenſelefle trunk, 
That through the great contagion direfull deadly ſtunk. 


Whom thus at gaze, the ws an to bord 
W1th goolly reaſon, and thus faire beſpake; 
Ye becn right hard amated, gracious Lord, 
Andof your ignorance great maruell make, 
Whiles cauſe notwell conceiued ye miſtake. 
But knowe,that ſecret vertues areinfus'd 
In enery Fountaine, andin cuery Lake, 
Which who hath skall themrightly to haue chus'd, 
To proofe of paſſing wonders hathfull often vs'd. - 
6 


Of thoſe, ſome were ſofrom their ſourle indewd 

By grcat Dame Nature, from whoſe fruitfull pap 

Their Well-heads ſpring, and are with moiſture deawd; 

Which feedes each liuing plant with liquid ſap, 

And filles with flowres faire Floraes painted lap : 

But other ſome, by gift of later grace, 

Or by good prayers, or by other hap, 

Had vertue pourd into their waters baſe, (place. 
And thence-forth were renowm'd, & ſought from place to 


7 
Such is this Well, wrought by occaſion ſtrange, 
Which to her Nymph befell. Vpon aday, 
As ſhee the woods with bowe and ſhafts did raunge, 
The hartlcfle Hind and Robucketo diſmay, 
Dan Faunus chaunc't to meet her by the way, 
And kindling fire at her faire burning eye, 
Inflamed was to follow beauties chace, 
And chaced her, that faſt from him did fly ; 
As Hind from her, ſo ſhe fled from her enemy. 


$ 
Atlaſt, when failing breath began to faint, 
And ſaw no meanes to ſcape, of ſhame affraid, 
She ſate her downe to weepefor ſore conſtraint, 
And to Diana calling loud for aile, 
Her dearc befought, tolet her dic amaid. 
The Goddeſle heard, and ſuddaine where ſhe fate, 
Welling our ſtreames of teares, and quite diſmaid 
With ſtonie feare of that rude ruſtick mate, 
Transform'd her to a ſtone from ſtedfaſt virgins ſtate. 


Lo, now ſhe is that ſtone OM thoſe two heads 
(As [rom two n_ eyes) freſh ſtreames doe flowe, 
Yetcold through teare, and'old conceived dreads; 
And yetthe ſtone her ſemblance ſeemes to ſhowe, 
Shap'rlike a maid, thatſuch ye __y her knowe; 
And yether vertues in her water ide : 
For, it is chaſte and pure, as pureſt ſnowe, 
Ne lets ker waues with any filth be dide, 

But cuer (like her {cltc) ynſtained hath been tride. 


10 
From thence it comes, that this babes bloudy hand 
May not be cleanſd with water of this Well: 
Ne certes Sir ſtrive you it to withſtand, 
Bur let them ſtill be bloudy, as befell, 
Thatthey his mothers innocence may tell, 
As ſhe bequeath'din her laſt teſtamedt; 
T hat as alacred Symbole irmay dwell . 
In her ſonnes fleſh, to minde reuengement, 
And be for all chaſte Dames an cndlefle monimenr. 


It | 

Hee harkned to his reaſon, and the child 

Vpraking, to the Paliner gaue to beare ; 

Bur his {ad fathers armes with bloud defild, 

An heauic load himfelfe did lightly reare, 

And turning to thatplace, 1n which whyleare 

He left his lofty ſteed with golden ſell, 

And goodly gorgeous barbes, him found not theare. 

By other accidentthatearſt befell, 
He 1s convaide ; but how,or where, here fits not tell. 


12 
Which when Sir Guyon ſaw, all were he wroth, 

Yetalgates mote he ſoft himſelfe _=_ 
And fairely fare on foote, how euerloth ; 
His double burden did him fore diſeaſe. 
So long they trauailed with little caſe, 
Till thatatlaſt they to a Caſtle came, 
Built on arock adioyning to the ſeas; 
It was an auncient worke of antique fame, 


And wondrous ſtrong by nature, and by skilfull frame. 


I 

Therein three ſiſters dwelt o& ſundry ſort, 

The children of one fire by mothers three; 

Who dying whylome did diuide this Fort 

To them by equall ſhares in equall fee : 

Bur ſtrifefull mand, and divers qualitee 

Drew them in parts, and cach made others foe: 

Still did they ſtriue, and daily diſagree ; 

The eldeſt qid againſt the youngeſt goe, 
And both aþainſt the middeſt meantto worken woe. 


14 
Where, when the Knight arriu'd, he was right well 
Recciu'd, as knight of ſo much worth became, 
Of ſecond fiſter, who did far excell 
The other two ; Medina was her name, 
A ſober ſad, and comely curteous Dame ; 
Who rich arrayd,and yetin modeſt guize, 
In goodly garments, that her well became, 
Faure marching forth in honourable wize, 
Him at the threſhold met, and well did enterprize, 
I5 
She led him vp into a goodly bowre, 
And mandy courted with meet modeſtie 
Nein her ſpeech, ne in herhauiour, 
Was l:ghtneſle ſeene, or looſer yanitie, 
But gracious womanhood, and grauitie, 
Aboue the reaſon of her youthly yeares : 
Her golden locks ſhe roundly did vptic 
In brayded tramels, that no looſer heares 
Did outof order ſtray about her dainty eares, 
; Whul'ſt 
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Whil'ſt ſhe her (elſe thus butily did frame, 
Seemely to cntertaine her new-come gueſt, 
Newes heereefto her other ſiſters came, 
Who all this while were at their wanton reſt, 
Accourtipg cach her friend with lauiſhfeaſt: 
They were two knights of peerleſſe puilſaunce; 
And f:mous farre 2broadfor warlike geſt, 
Which to thelc Ladies louedid countenaunce, 
And to has Miſtreſle each himſelfe ſtrouc to advaunce. 
17 
He that made loue vnto the eldeſt Dame, 
Was hight Sir Huddibras, an hardy man; 
Yetnot ſo good of deeds, as great of name, 
Which he by many raſh adventures wan, 
Sinceerrant armes to ſew he firſt began ; 
More huge in ſtrength, then wilein workes he was, 
And realon with foole-hardize over-ran ; 
Sterne melancholy did his courage pals, 
And was (for tcrrour more) all arm'din ſhining braſs. 
18 


But he that loy'd the youngeſt, was Sans-loy, 
He that faire Yna late foule outraged, 
The moſt vnruly and the boldeſt bo 
That euer warlike weapons menaged, 
And to all lawlefle luſt encouraged, 
Through ſtrong opinion ofhis matchleſſe might: 
Ne oughthe car'd, whom he —— 
By tortious wrong, or whom bereau'd of right. 


He now this Ladies champion chole for louc to fight. 


I 
Theſe rwo gay knights, —_ dto ſo divers loucs, 
Each other does envie with deadly hate, 
And daily warre againſt his focman moues, 
In hope to win more fauour with his mate, 
And th'others pleaſing ſeruice to abate, 
To magnific his owne. But when they heard, 
How in that place ſtrange knightarriued late, 
Both knights and Ladies forth right angry far'd, 
And fiercely vnto battell ſterne themſelues prepar'd. 
20 
But cre they could procecd vnto the place 
Where be abode, themiclues at diſcord fell, 
And cruell combat ioynd in middle ſpace : 
With horrible aſſault, and furie fell, 
They heapt huge ſtroakes, the ſcorned life to quell, 
Thar all on yprore from her ſctled ſeat, 
The houſe was raiſd, and all thatin did dwell; 
Seem'd that loud thunder with amazement great, 


Did rend theratling skies with flames of fouldnng heat. 


21 

The noyſe thereof calth forth that ſtran ight, 
To = what dreadfull thing was me ; 
Where, when as two braue knights in bloudy fighr 
With deadly rancour he enraunged fond, 
His ſunbroad ſhield about his wreſt he bond, 
And ſhyniog blade ynſheath'd, with which heran 
Vntothar ſtead, their ſtrife toynderſtond; 
And, at his firſt arriuall, them began 

With goodly meanes to pacific, well as he can. 
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But they him ſpying, both with greedy force 


Attonce vpou him ran, and lam beet 

With {troakes of morcall ſteele without remorſe; 
And on his ſhield like iron fledges bet: 

As whena Beare and Tigre, bezng mer 

In cruel! fight on lybicke Ocean wide, 

Elpy a trauatler with feet ſurbcr, 

Whom they in equall prey hopeto dwide, 


They ſtint their ſtrite, and hum allaile on cuery fide. 


2 


3 
Buthe, not like a wearie trauailere, 


Their ſharp afault right boldy did rebur, 

And ſuftred nut tek lowen ro bite himnere; 
But with redoubled buftes them back did pur : 
Whole grieued mindes,which choler did englut, 
Againſt themſelues turnipg their wrathfull tpight, 
Gan with new rage their ſhields to hew and cut; 
Bur ſtill when Gwyon came to part their fight, 


With hea load on himthey freſhly gan to ſmight. 
24 
As a tall ſhip toſſed in troublous ſeas, 


Whom raging winds threataing to make the pray 
Of the rough rocks, do diuerſly diſcale, 

Meets two contrary billowes by the way, 
Thather oneither fide doſoreaflay, 

And boaſt to ſwallow her in greedy Graue; 
She,ſcorning both their (| ights,does make wide way, 
And with her breaſt benehio the fomy waue, 


Does ride on both their backs, and faire her ſelfe doth faue: 
25 
So boldly he him beares, andruſheth forth 


Betweenethem both, by condut of his blade. 
Wonirous great proweſle and hergick worth 
He ſhew'd that day, and rare enſample made, 
When two ſo mighty warriours he diſmade : 
Attonce he wards and ſtrikes, hetakes and payes, 
Now forc'tto yield, now forcing to invade, 
Before, behind, and round about him layes : 


So double was his paines, ſo double be hispraiſe: 
26 
Strange ſort of fight, three yaliantknights to ſee 


Three combats ioyne in one, and todarraine 
Artriple warre with triple enmitee, 

All for their Ladies froward loueto gaine, 

Which gotren was but hate. $0 loue does raine 
In ſtouteſt mindes, and maketh monſtrous warre; 
He maaketh warre, hemaketh peace againe, 

And yet his peace is but continuall iarre: 


O miſerable men, that to him ſiſvie arre ! 


27 
While thus they mingled were in furious armes, 


The faire Medin& with her treffes torne, 

And naked breaſt (ia pitty of their harmes) 
Emongſtthem ran, and tulling them beforne, 
Beſought them by the wombe which them had borne, 
And by the loues, which were to them moſt deare, 
And by the knighthood, which they ſure-had ſworne, 
Their deadly cruell diſcord to forbeare, 


And to her iuſt conditions af fiirepexce to heare, 


But 
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But her two other ſiſters, ſtandin 

Her loud gainſaid, and both * 

Purſue the end of their ſtrong enmity, 

As cuer of their loues they would be glad. 

Yet ſhe, with pitthy words and countell ſad, 

Still ſtroue their ſtubborne rages to revoke; 

That, atthelaſt, ſuppreſſing hoy mad, : 

They gan abſtaine tromdint of direfull ſtroke, 


And harken to the ſober ſpeeches which ſhe ſpoke. 


2 

Ah ! purſſaunt Lords, what cad euill Spright, 

Or fell Erinnys, 1n your noblc harts 

Her helliſh brond hath kindled with deſpight, 

And ſtird you vp to worke your wiltull ſmarts ? 

Is this the1oy of armes ? be theſe the parts 

Of "eps br 
Anſ not regard due right andiuſt deſarts ? 
Vaine is theyaunt, and viQtory vniuſt, 


That more to mighty hands,ghea nghttful cauſedoth truſt. 


3-4 
And, were there rightfull cauſe of difference, 
Yet were not better, faire it to accord, 
Thea with bloud-guiltineſs to heape offence, 


And mornall vengeance ioyneto crime abhord? 


O ! fly from _ ay; o my liefeſt Lord. 
Sad bethe fights, and bitter fruites of warre, 
And thouſand Furies wait on wrathfull (word; 


Ne oughtthe praiſe ofprowefle more doth marre, 
Then ho 4 revenging rage, and baſe contentious Iattes 


31 
But louely concord, and moſt ſacred peace, 


Doth nouriſh vertue, and faſt friendſhip breedes ; 
Weake ſhe makes ſtrong,8& ſtrong my docs increaſe, 
$ 


Till itthe pntch of higheſt praiſe exce 
Braue be her warres, and honourable deeds, 
By which ſhe triumphs ouer ire and pride, 
And winnes an Oliue girlond for her meeds : 
Be therefore, & my deare Lords, pacifide, 
And this milseeming diſcord meckly lay afide. 


2 
Her gracious words their X i did appall, 
And ſunke ſo deepe into their boyling breſts, 
That downe they let their cruell weapons fall, 
And lowelydid abaſctheir lofrie creſts 
To her faire preſence, and diſcrete beheſts. 
Then ſhe began atreatie to procure, 


And ſtabliſh termes betwixt both theirrequeſts, 


That as a lawe for cuer ſhould endure; 


Which to obſeruc, in word of knights they did aſſure. 


Z 
Which to confirme, and oF: to bind their league, 


Afccr their wearie ſweat and bloudy toile, 


She them beſought, during their quiet treague, 


Into her lodging to repaire awhile, 
To reſtthemſelues, and grace to reconcile. 


They ſooneconſent: ſo forth with her they fare, 
Where they are well receiu'd,and made to {poile 


Themſelues of ſoiled armes, and to prepare 


Their minds to pleaſure, and their mouthes to dainty fare. 


by, 
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ight-hood, after bloud to thurſt, 


34 
And thoſe two froward ſiſters (their faire Joues) 


Came with them cke (all were they wondrous loth) 


And fined cheare,as for the time behoues ; 
But could not colour yet {o well the troth, 
But that their natures bad appeard in both : 
For, both did at their ſecond ſiſter grutch, 
Andialy grieue, as doth an hidden moth 


The inner garment fret, notth'vtter touch; (muck. 
One thought therr chear too little, th'other thought too I 


5 
Eliſſa (ſo the eldeſt hight) 4d deeme 
Such entercainement baſe, ne oughtwould cat, 
Ne ought would ſpeake, but euermore did ſeeme 
As diſcontent for want of murth ormeat; 
No lolace could her Par:mour intreat 
Her once to ſhowe, ne court, nor dalliance : 


But with bentlowring browes, as ſhe would threar, A 
She (could, and frownd with froward countenaunce, 


Vaworthy of faire Ladies comely gouernaunce. 
6 


But young Periſſa was of ode mind, 
Full of diſporr, ſtill laughing, looſely light, 
And quite contrary to her filters kind, ; 
No meaſure in her mood, no rule of right, 
But poured out in pleaſure and delight; 
In wine and meats ſhe low'd abouc the bank, 
And in exceſſe exceeded her owne might; 
In ſumptuous tire ſhe _ herſelfe toprank; 
But of her loue toolauiſh (little haue ſhe thank. ) 


37 
Firſt, by herfidedid fit the bold Sans oy, 


Fit mate for ſuch a mincing mineon, 
Whoin her looſeneſſetooke exceeding ioy 3+ / 
Might not be found afranker franion, 
Ofher lewd parts to make companion ; 
But Haddibras, more like a Malecontenr, 
Did ſee and grieue at his bold faſhion ; 
Hardly could he endure his hardiment, 
Yer ſtill he ſat, and inly did himſelfe torment. 


8 
Betwixt them both, the fairs Medinalate, 
With ſober grace, anq goodly cariage : 
With equall meaſure ſhe did moderate 
The ſtrong extremities of their outrage; 
That forward paire ſhe euerwould yl % 
When they would ſtriuedue reaſon to exceed; 
But that ſame froward twaine would accourage, 
And of herplenty adde vnto their need: 
So kept ſhe them in order, and herſelfein heed. 


29 
Thus fairely ſhee attempered herfeaſt, 
And pleafd them all with meer ſatierie : 
Atlaſt, when luſt of meat and drinke was ceaſt, 
She Guyon deare beſought of curteſie, 
To tell from whence he came through jcopardie, 
And whither now on new advenrure uy 
Who, with bold grace, and comely grauity, 
Drawing to him the eyes ofall around, 


From lofty fiege beganthele words aloud to ſound, 


This 
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This thy dcmaund, © Lady, doth reuiue 
Freſh memory in me of that great Queene, 
Great and moſt glorious virgin Queene alive, 


T hat with her ſoucraigne powre, and ſcepter ſheene, 


All Facric Lond does peaceable ſuſteene. 
In wideſt Ocean ſhe her throne does reare, 
That ouer all the carth it may beſeene; 


As morning ſunne her beames diſpredden cleare : 
Andin her face, faire peace and mercy doth appeare: 


41 

In her, the riches of all heauenly grace 
In chicfe degree are heaped vp on hie : 
And all,that elſe this worlds encloſure baſe 
Hath great or glorious in mortalleye, 
Adornes the perſon of her Maieſtic ; 
Thar men beholding ſo great excellcnce, 
And rare perfeCtion in morraalitic, 
Doe her adore with facred reuerence, 


As th'Idole of her Makers great magnificence. 


2 
To her,I homage and my fl Owe, 
In number ot the nobleſt knights on ground, 
Mongſt whom, on me ſhe deigned to we 
Order of Maydenhead, the moſtrenownd, 
That may this day in all the world be found: 
An yearey folemne feaſt ſhe wonts to make 


The day that firſt doth lead the yearc around ; 


To which all Knights of worth and courage bold 


Reſort, to heare of ſtrange adventures to betold. 


There this old Palmer Wh. F himſelfe thatday, 
And to that mighty Princeſſe did complaine 
Of grieuous mulchiefes, which a wicked Fay 
Had wrought, and many whelmd in deadly paine, 
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I 
& Oone as the morrowe fuire with purple beames 
Diſperit the ſhadowes of the miſtic night, 
And Titan playing cn the Eaſterne ſtreames, 
Gancleare the deawy aire with ſpringing light, 


Whereot he crav'd redrefle. My Soueraigne, 
Whoſe glory is in gracious deeds, and joyes 
Throughout the world her mercy ro maintaine, 
Efrſoones deuis'd redrefle for fuch annoyes ; 


Mee (all ynfit for ſo greatpurpole) ſhe employes, 
44 
Now hath faire Phehbe with her ſilver face 


Thrice ſcene the ſhadowes of the neather world, 
Sith laſt I left that honourable place, 

In which herroyall preſence is introld ; 

Ne cuer ſhall I reſt in houle nor hold, 

Tull I tharfalſe Acrefis haue wonre; 

Of whoſe foule deeds (too hideous to be told) 

I witnelle am, and this their wretched {onue, 


Whoſe wofull Parents ſhe bath wickedly fordonne. 
45 
Tell on, faire Sir, {aid ſhe, that dolefull tale, 


From which {ad ruth does ſeeme you toreſtraine, 
That we may pitty ſuch vnhappy bale, 

And learne from pleaſures poylon to abſtaine : 
Ill, by enſample, good lock chem gaine. 

Then forward befis urpole gan purſew, 

And told the ſtorie of the morrall paine, 

Which Mordant and Amavia did rew ; 


As with lamenting eyeshimſellc did lately view. 
6 


_— 
Night was farre ſpent, and nowin Ocean deepe 


Orion flying faſt from hiſſing Snake, 

His flaming head did haſten for to ſteepe; 
When of his pittious tale he end did make; 
Whilſt with delight of that he wilcly ſpake, 
Thoſe gueſts beguiled, did beguile their eyes 
Of kindly lleepe, that did them ouertake. 
Arlaſt, when they had markt the changed skyes, 
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Sir Gwyon, mindfull of his vow yplight, 
Vprole from drowtie couch, and him addreſt 
Vnto the iourney which he had behight : 
His puiſſant armes about his noblebreſt, 


And many-folded ſhicld he bound about his wreſt. 


Des NEED)! 


They wiſt their houre was ſpent; then each to reſt hit hics, 
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Then,taking Conge of that virgin pure, 

The bloudy-handed babe vnto her truth 
Did earneſtly commit, and her coniure, 
In vertuous loreto traine his tender youth, 
And all that gentle nouritureenſu'th : 
And, thatſooone as riper yeares heraught, 
He nught for memory of that daiesruth, 
B« called Ruddymane, and thereby taught, 


T avenge his Parents death, on them that had it wrought. 


So forth he far'd, as now bell, on foot, 
Sith his good ſteed is _ him gone : 
Patience perforce; helplefſe what may it boot 
To fretfor anger, orfor griefe to mone? 

' His Palmernow ſhall foot no more alone : 

So fortune wrought, as vnder greene woods {ide 
Helately heard that dying Lady grone, 
He lefthis ſteed withour, and ſpeare befide, 

And ruſhed in on foote, to ayde her ere ſhe dide. 


4 
The whiles, a loſell wandring by the way, 

One that to bounty neuer caſt his mind, 

Ne thought of honour cuer did aflay 

His baſcr breſt, but in his keſtrell kind 

A pleaſing veine of glory vaine did find, 

To which his lowing tongue, and troublovs ſpright 

Gaue him great ayde, and made him more inclin'd: 

Hezthat braue ſteed there finding ready dight, 
Purloynd both ſteed and ſpeare, and ran away full light. 


5 

Now gan his hartall ſwell iniollitie, 

And of himſelfe great _ and helpe conceiu'd, 

That puffed vp with ſmoake of yanitie, 

And with ſelfe-loucd perſonage deceiu'd, 

He gan to hope, of mento be receiu'd 

For ſuch, as he bim thought, or faine would bee : 

But, for in court gay portaunce he perceiu'd, 

And gallant ſhewto be 1n greateſt wor 
Eftſoones ta Court he caſt 'auaunce his firſt degree. 


6 

And by the way he chaunced to elpy 

One fitting idle on a ſunny banke, 

To whom auaunting in great brauery, 

As Peacock, that his paintedplumes doth pranke, 

He {mote his courſer in the trembling flank, 

And to him threatned his hart-thrilling ſpeare: 

The ſcely man, fecing him ride ſo rank, 

And ayme at him, fell flatto ground for feare, 
And crying Mercy loud,his pittious hands gan reare, 


7 

Thereat the Scarcrow wexed wondrous proud, 
Through fortune of his firſt adventure faire, 
And with big thundring voyce revil'd him loud ; 
Vile Caytiue, vaſſall of dread and deſpaire, 
VYnworthy of the common breathed aire, 
Why liueſt thou, dead dog, alenger day, 
And dooſt notvnto death thy ſelfe prepare? 
Die, or thy lelfe my captiue yield for ay; 

Great fauour Ithee grant,for aunſwere thus to ſtay, 


That mote him honour win, tg wreake fo 


— —— 


8 
Hold, 6 deare Lord, hold your dead-dooing hand, 


Then loud he cride, [am your humblethrall. 
Ah wretch (quoth he) thy deſtinies withſtand 
My wrathfull will, and doefor mercy call. 

I give thee life : therefore proſtrated Full 

And kifle my itirrup ; that thy homage bee. 
The Miſer threwe himſelfe as an Ofall, 
Straight at his foote in baſe humiliree, 


And cleaped him his Liege, to hold of him in Fee, 


9 
So, happy peacethey made and faire accord : 


Eftloones this liege-man ganto wex more bold, 
And when hetfeltthe folly of is Lord, 
In his owne kind he gan himſelfevnfold : 
For, he was wylie witted, and growne old 
In cunning fleights and practi knawery. 
From that day forth hecaſtforto vphold 
His idle humour with fine flattery, 
” vanitie. 


And blowe the bellowes to his {we 


IO 


Trompart, fit man for Brargadocbio, 


Toferue at Court in view of vaunting eye ; 
Vaine-gloriqus man, when fluttring wind does blowe 
In his light wings, is lifted vp to sky: 

The ſ{corne of knight-hood and true cheualrie, 

To thinke without deſert of gentle deed, 

And noble worth, to be advaunced hie : 

Such pray is ſhame; but honour, yertues meed, 


Doth beare the faireſt lowre in honourable ſeed. 


It 
So,forth they paſle (a well conſorted paire) 


T1ll that at length with Archimage they meet: 
Who ſeeing one that ſhone in armour faire, 
On goodly courler, thundring with his feet, 
Efrſoones ſuppoſed him aperign meet, 

Of hisrevengeto make the inſtrument : 

For, ſince the Redcroſſe knight he earſt did weet, 
To been with G«yon knit in one conſent, 


The ill, which carſt to him, henow to Gwyon meant. 


Iz 


And comming cloſe to Trompart, gan inquere 


Of him, what mighty warriour that mote bee, 
Thatrodein para ſell with fingle ſpeare, 

But wanted ſword to wreake his enmatce. 

He is a great adventurer (ſaid hee) 

That hath his (word through hard aſſay forgone, 
And now hath vyowd, till he avenged bee 

Of that deſpight, neuer to wearen none; 


That ſpeare is him enough to doena thouſand grone. 
I2 : 
Th'enchaunter greatly ioyed in the vaent, 


And weened well ere lopg his will to win, 
And both his foen with equall foyle to daunt. 
Tho, to him louting lowely, did begin 
Toplaine of —_— which had committed bin 
By Guyon, and by thatfalſe Rederoſſe knight; 
Which two, through treaſon and deceitfull gin, 
Had flaine Sir Mordant, and his Lady bright: 
Gale deſpightr. 


There- 
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There-with all ſuddainely he ſeem'd enraged, 


And threatned death with dreadfull countcnaunce, 
As if their lives had in his hand been gaged; 

And with ſtiffe force ſhaking his mortall launce, 
To let him weet his doughne valiaunce, 

Thus ſaid ; Old man, great ſure ſhall be thy meed, 
If where thole knights for feare of dew vengeance 
Doe lurke, thou certainely to meareed, 


That I may wreake on them their hainous hatefull deed. 
I 
Certes, my Lord (ſaid he) -# ſhall I ſoone, 


And giue youcke good help to their decay : 

But mote I wiſely you adwſeto doon; 

Giue no ods to your foes, butdoe purua 

Your ſclfe of fword before that bloudy day : 

For, they be tvvo the proweſt knights on oround, 
And oft approu'd in many hard aflay 

And cke neſt ſtecle, that may be found, 


Do arme your ſelfe againſt that day, them ro confound. 
16 


Dotard (ſaid he) let be thy deepe adviſe; 


Speake they, which haue beheld the batrailes which it wan. 


Seemes that through many yeares thy wits thee faile, 
And that weake eld hath left thee making wiſe ; 

Elſe neuer ſhould thy 1udgement be lo frule, 

To meaſure manhood by the fword or maile. 

Is not enough foure —_ of a man, 

Withouten tword or ſhicld, an hoſt to quaile ? 

Thou little woteſt, what this right hand can : 


17 
The man was much abaſhed at his boaſt; 


But it were that, which nobleſt knight on earth doth weare. 
8 


Yet well he wiſt, that whoſo would contend 
With either of thoſe Knights on euen coaſt, 

Should need of all his armes, him to defend ; 
Yet feared leait his boldnefle ſhould offend, 
When Brargadocc his laid, Once I did (weare, 


When with one {word ſeucn mo I broughtto end, 


Thence-fo:th in battaile neuer {word to beare, 


I 
Perdie, Sir Knight, ſaid then th'enchaunter bliue, 


And wondred in his mind, what mote that monſter make. 


H 


That ſhall I ſhortly purchaſe to your hond : 
For, now the beſt and nobleſt knight aliue 
Prince Arthur 1s, that vvonnes in Faerie lond ; 
He hath a ſword that flames like burning brond. 
Theſame (by my adviſe) I vadertake 

Shall by ro morrow 7 thy ſide be fond. 

Ar which bold word that boaſter gan to quake, 


19 
c ſtaid not for more bidding, but awa 
Was ſuddaine vaniſhed out of his ſight : 
The Northerne wind his wings did broad diſplay 
At his commaund, and reared him 'p lighe 
From off the earth to take his acric t 
They lookt about, but no where could elpy 
Tract of his foote : then dead through great affright 
They both nigh were,and each bad other flie; 


Both fcd attonce, ne cucr backe returned eye; 


20 

Till that they core vnto a Foreſt greene, 
In which they ſhrowd thera{clues from cauſclefle feare; 
Yet feare them followes ſtill, where ſo they beene. 
Each trembling leatc, and whiſtling wind they heare, 
As gaſtly bug their haire on cnd does reare : 
Yer both doe {triue their fearcfulneſic to faine. 
Atlaſt, they heard a horne, that ſhrilled cleare 
Throughoutthe wood, that ecchoed againe, 

And made the foreſt ring, as it would riue in twaine. 


21 

Efrthrough the thick they heard onerudely ruſh; 
With noyſc whereof he from his lofty ſteed 
Downe tell ro ground,and crept into a buſh, 
To hide his coward head from dying dreed. 
But Trompart ſtoutly ſtaid to taken heed 
Of what might wy Eftſoone there ſtepped forth 
A goodly Lady, clad in hunters weed, 
Thaz lcemw'd to bea woman of great yyorth, 

And by her ſtately portance, borne of heavenly birth. 


. 223 
Her face fo,faire as fleſhit ſeemed nor, 
Burt heaucnly pourtraiCt of bright Angels hew; 
Cleare as the skie, withouten blame or blor; 
Through goodly muxture of complexions dew ; 
And in her cheeks the vermeill red did ſhew 
Likeroſes ina bed of lillies ſhed, 
The which ambrofill odours from them threw; 
And gazers ſenſe with double plealure fed, 
Ablero Yeale the ſicke, and torewue the ded. 


2 

In her faire eyes twoliuing bes did flame, 
Kundledaboue at th'heauenly makers light, 
And.darted firic beames ourof the ſame, 
So paſsing pearceant, and ſo wondrous bright, 
Thar quite bereau'd the raſh beholders fight : 
In them the-blinded god his luftfull fire 
To kindle oftaſſayd, but had no might; 
For, with drad Maieſtie, and awfullire, 

She broke his wanton darts, and quenched baſe defire. 


Her Ivorie forhead, full of ts braue, 
Like a broad table did it [elfe diflpred, 
For Loue his loftietruumphs to cngraue, 
And writethe batrels of his great godhed : 
All good and honour nught therein bered: 
For there their dwelling was. And when ſhee ſpake, 
Sweet words, like 4zopping honny ſhe did ſhed, 
And twixt the pearlesand rubios loftly brake 
A filver ſound, that heaucnly muſicke ſccm'd to make. 


2 
Vpon her eye-lids man —_ late, 
Vnder the ſhadow ot her even browes, 
Working belgards, and amarous retrate, 
And cuery one her with a grace endowes : 
And enery one with meekenefle to her bowes. 
So _ mirrour of celeſtiall grace, 
And {oucraine moniment of mortall vowes, 
How ſhall traile pen deſcriue her heauenly face, 
For feare through want of skill her beautie to difgrace? 
G. So 
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So faire, and thouſand thouſand times more faire 
She ſeem'd, when ſhe preſented was to fight, 
And was yclad (for heat of ſcorching aire) 
Allin a filken Camus, lilly white, 
Purfled __ with many a folded plight, 
Which all aboue beſprinkled was throughout, 
Wuh golden aygulets, that gliſtred brighr, 
Like rwinkling ftarres, and all the $kirt about 
Was hemd with golden fringe 


27 
Belowe her ham her weededid ſome-what traine, 
And her ſtreight legs moſt brauely were embayld 
In gilden buskins of coſtly Cordwaine, 
All bard with golden bendes, which were entaild 
With curious anticks, and full faire aumaild : 
Before,they faſtned were vnder her knee 
In arich Iewell, and therein entraild 
The end of all their knots, that none might ſee, 
How they within their fouldings cloſe enwrapped bee. 


28 

Like two faire Marble pillours they were ſcene, 
Which doe the temple of the Gods ſupport, 
Whom all the people decke with girlands greene, 
And honour in their feſtiuall relort; 
Thoſe ſame with ſtately grace, and princely port 
$he taught to tread, when ſhe her ſelfe would grace : 
But with the wooddy Þ es when ſhedidplay, 
Or when the flying Libbard ſhe did chace, *' 

She could them nimbly moue, and after flic apace. 


2 
And in herhanda ſharp brroheve ſhe held, 
Andat herbacke a bowe and quiuer gay, 
Stuft with ſteele-headed darts, where-with ſhe queld 
Theſaluage beaſts in her vitorious play, 
Knit with a golden bauldrick, which forelay 
Athwart her ſnowy breaſt,and did diuide- 
Her dainty paps; which like young fruitin May 
Now little gan to ſwell, and becing tide, 
Through her Nin weed their places onely ſignifide. 


fo) 

Her yellowelocks criſped, [ke yolden wire, 

About her ſhoulders weren lootely ſhed, 

And when the wind emongſt them did inſpire, 

They waved like a penon wide difipred, 

_ And lowe behinde her backe were {cattered: 

And whether artitwere, or heedlefſc hap, 

As through the flowring forreſtraſh ſhe fled, 

In her rude haires ſweet flowres themſclues didlap, 
And flouriſhing freſh leaues and bloſloms did cnwrap. 


21 
Such as Diana by the ſandy ſhore 
Of ſwift Eurotas, or on Cynthus greene, 
Where all the _ hauc her vawares forlore, 
Wandrethalone with bowe and arrowes keene, 
To ſecke her game: Or as that famous Queene 
Of Amazons, whom Pyrrbus did deſtroy, 
The day that firſt of Priame ſhe was ſeene, 
Did ſhew her ſelfe in great triumphant ioy, 
To ſuccour the weake ſtate of fad afflicted Troy. 


— 


2 

Such when as hartlefle Trempne her did view, 

He was diſmayed in his coward mind, 

And doubted, whether he himſelfe ſhould ſhew, 

Or fly away, or bide alone behind : 

Both feare and hope he in her face did find, 

When ſhe atlaſt him ſpying, thus beſpake ; 

Haile Groome ; didſt not thou ſee a leeding Hind, 

Whole right haunch carſt my ſtedfaſt arrowe ſtrake 2 
If thou didit, tell mee, thatI may her overtake. 


Where-with reviu'd, this MW forth he threw ; 
O Goddeſle (for ſuch I thee take to bee) 
For, neither doth thy face terreſtiall ſhew, 
Nor voyce ſound mortall; I ayow to thee, 
Such wounded beaſt, as that, I did not ſee, 
Sith earſt into this forreſt wild I came. 
But more thy goodlyhed forgiue it mee, 
To weet ahock of the Gods I ſhall theename, 
That ynto thee due worſhip I may rightly frame. 


To whom ſhe thus ; but ſ. 6 words enſewed, 
Vato the buſh her cye did ſuddaine glaunce, 
In which vaine Braggadocchio was mewed, 
And ſaw it ſtirre : ſhe left her pearcing launce, 
And towards gan a deadly ſhaft advaunce, 
In mind to marke the beaſt. Ar which {ad ſtowre, 
Trompart forth ſtepr, to ſtay the mortall chaunce, 
Out-crying,0 what cuer heauenly powre, 
Or carthly wight thou be, with-hold this deadly howre. 


35 
Ofſtay thy hand : for,yonder is no game 


For thy tierce arrowes, them to exerciſe ; 
Lut lo, my Lord, my liege, whole warlike name, 
Is farre renowm'd through many bold emprile ; 
And now in ſhade he ſhrowded yonder lies. 
She ſtaid: with that,he crauld out of his neſt, 
Forth creeping on his caitiue hands and thies, 
And ſtanding ſtoutly vp, his loftie creſt 
Did fiercely ſhake, and rowze , as comming late fromreft. 
6 
As fearcfull fowle, that "ar. in ſecret Caue 
For dread of ſoaring hacks her ſelfe hath hid, 
Not caring how, her filly lifeto ſaue, 
She her gay painted plumes diforderid, 
Secing atlaſt her ſelfe from danger rid, 
Peepes foorth, and ſoone renewes her natinepride; 
She gins her feathers foule disfigured 
Proudly to prune, and et on euery fide, 
So ſhakes off e, ne thinks how erſt ſhe did her hide: 


7 
So when her goodly ritgeke beheld, 
He gan himſelfe to vaunt: but when he viewed 
Thoſedeadly tooles, which in her hand ſhe held, 
Sooneanto other fits he was transmewed, 
Till ſhee to him her gracious ſpecch renewed; 
All halle, Sir knight, and well may thee befall, 
As all the like, which honour hauc purſewed 
Through deeds of armes and prowefle Martial ; 
All vertue merits praiſe: but ſuch the moſt of all. S. 
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To whom he thus; 6 faireſt vnder skie, 
True be thy words, and worthy ofthy praiſe, 
That warlike feates dooſt higheſt glonfic. 
Therein haue I ſpentall my yourhly daies, 
And many batrailes fought, and many fraies 
Throughout the world, whereſo they might bee found, 
Endeuouring my dreaded nameto raiſe 
Abque the Moone, that fame may itreſound 
In her eternall trompe, with laurell girland cround. 


39 
But, what art thou (6 which dooſtr 
In this wilde (CLIN no pleaſure i, 
And — it _ ous = ” p F 
Emon ce ceres, where liſs 
And fdctiohs Fm raigne, much _ this? 
Therethou maiſt loue, and dearely loucd bee, 
And ſwim in pleafſtre, which thou heere dooſt mils ; 
- There maiſt thou beſt be ſeene, and beſt maiſt ſee ; 
The wood 8 fit for beaſts; the Court is fitfor thee. 


40 
Whoſo in pompe of proud eſtate (quoth ſhee) 
Does ſwim, and bathes himſelfern courtly bliſs, 
Does waſte his daics in darke obſcuritee, 
And in obluion cuer buried is : 
Where eaſe abounds, yt's cath to doe amiſs; 
Butwho bis limbs with labours, and hus mind 
Behaues with cares, cannot ſo eafic mils. 
Abroad in armes, at home in ſtudious kind 
Who ſeckes with paincfull tuile, ſhall honour ſooneſt find, 
" ia Ss 
In woods, in waues, in warres ſhe wonts to dwell, 
And will be found with perilland with paine; 
Ne can the man that moulds in idle Cell, 
Vnto her happy manſion attaine: 
Before her gate high God did Sweat ordaine, 
And wakefull Watches cuerto abide: 
But cafieis the way, and paſſage plaine 
To Pleaſures palace; it may loone beſpide, 
And day and night her dores to all ſtand open wide. 


42 
In Princes Court, The reſt ſhe would haue ſaid, 
But that the fooliſh man (tild with dehight 
Ot her ſweet words, that all his ſenſe d1{maid, 
And with her wondrous beauty rawiſhrquight) 


Gan burne 1a filrhy uſt, and)ecaping light, 
Thoughtin ewes or armes her to Shoe. 
With thar,ſhe ſwaruing back, her Lauchn bright 
Againſt him beat, and ficrcely did menace : 

So, turned her abour, and fled away apace, 


Which when the Peaſant lngamer'd hee ſtoad, 
*And.grieucd at her flight; yer durſt henor 
ſteps, through wild vnknowen wood 
e feard her wrath, and threatned ſhot 
Whales the buſh he lay, not yerforgot : 
Ne car'd he greatly for her preſence yaine; 
Bur tirning, (aid to Trompart, What foule blot 
Ishis to knight, that Lady ſhould againe 
Depatreo w yntouchr, and leaue {o proud diſdaine * 


: " an Se 

Perdie (ſaid Trompert) let her paſſe at will, 

Leaſt by herpreſence danger mote befall. 

For, who can tell (and fure I feare it 1ll) 

But that ſhe is ſome powre celeſtiall ? 

For, whiles ſhe ſpake, her greatwords did appall 

My feeble courage, and my hart oppreſle, 

That yer I quake and tremble ouer all. 

And I ({aid Brazgadocchio) thought no lefſe, = 
When firſt I heard her horne ſound with luch gaſtlineſle; 


45 
For, from ws wombe this grace I haue 

= giuen by erernall deſtinie, % 

That earthly thing may not my courage braue 

Diſma with ng or Ar n= oo, fic, 

Bur cither helliſh fiends, or powres on hue : 

"Which was the cauſe, when earſt that horne I heard, 

Weening it had beene thunder 1a the sky, 

I hid my ſelfe from it, as one afteard ; 
But when I other knew, my ſelfe I boldly reard. 

6 


4 

But now, for feare of worſe that may betide, 

Let vs ſoone hence depart. They ſoone agree 3 

Soto his ſteed he got,and gan to ride 

As one vafittheretore, that all might ſee 

He had not trained been in ch E 

Which well thatyaliant coury did diſcerne; 

For, he deſpis'd to tread in dew degree, I 

Bur chauft and fom'd, with courage fierce andſterne, 
And to beeas'd of that baſe burden ſti! did yerne. 
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5 
= N braue ourſuir ofhonourable deed, And euer as ſhee went, her tongue did walke 
TS TE. . Thereis I knowe not whatgrear difference In foule reproche, and rearmies of vile delpight, 
2N " Betweene the vulgar and the noble ſeed, P him by h Ik 
s x g E noble tee rouoking um by her outragious talke, 
: NG 7 , Which vnto things of valorous pretence To heape more vengeance on that wretched wight; 
BY 


1 Seemes to be borne by natiue influence 3 Somenmes ſhe raught him ſtones, where-withto \mite, 

RL of armes,and loue to entertaine : Somerimes her ſtaffe, though it ber oneleg were, 

But chiefly skill to ride, ſeemes a ſcience Withouten which ſhe could not goe vpright ; 

Proper to = bloud ; ſome others faine Neany cuil} meanes ſhe did forbeare, 
To menage ſteeds, as did =_ vaunter ; but in yaine. That might him moue to _— and indignation reare. 
But he (the rightfull owner of thatſteed) The noble Guyon moou 4% with greatremorſe, 

Who well could menage and ſubduehis pride, Approching, firſt the Hag = thruſt away ; 

The whales on foot was forced forto yeed, And after, adding —_ 1impetuous force, 

With that black Palmer, his moſt ruſtic ide; His mightic hands did on the mad man lay, 

Who ſuffred not his wandring feetto ide. And pluckt him back; who, all on fire ſtraight way, 

But when ſtrong paſſion, or weake fleſhlineſſe Againſt him __ his fell intent, 

Woul] from the right way {eeke to draw him wide, With beaſtly brutith rage gan him aſlay, 

He would through temperaunce and ſtedfaſtneſle, And ſmor, and bit, and kic t,and ſcrarcht, and rent, 
Teach lim the rl ro Wy 2 » &theſtrong luppreſle. And did he wiſt not what in his auengement. 


7 
Aud ſure he was a man of mickle might, 


It fortuned forth faring on Gwe Ww 6 
He ſaw from farre, or ſeemed for to ſee Had he had gouernance, it well to guide : 
Some troublous vprore or contentious fray, But when the frantick fit inflam'd his fright, 
Whereto he drew in haſte itto agree. His force was vaine, and ſtrooke more often wide, 
A mad man, or that fained mad to bee, Then at the aymed marke, which he had cyde : 
Drew by the hairealong vpon the ground, And ofthimſelfe he chaunc'tto hurtvnwares, 
A handiome ftripling with great crucktee, Whilſt reaſon blent through paſſion, nought deſcride, 
Whom ſore he bet, and gor'd with many a wound, Butas a blindfold Bull at randon fares » (nought cares, 


That checks with teares,8 hs with bloud 41d all abound. Andwherc he hits, A knowes, and whom hee hurts, 


— him behind, a wicked Hag did ſtalke, His rude aſſault and ru ugged handeliog, 
edrobes, and filthy difarray, Strangeſcemed to the Knight, as ayewith foe 
He otherleg was lame, that ſhe no'te walke, In faire defence and goodly menaging 
But on a her feeble ſteps did ſtay ; Of armes was wont to fight: yetnatffemoe 
Her locks, thatloathly were and hoarie gray, Was he abaſhed now not fighting fo; 
Grew all afore, and looſely hung vnrold, But moreenfierced my h his curri r” any 
Butall behind was bald, and worne away, Him ſternely 8rYP,and ing roand 
That none thereof could ever taken ho d, To overthrowe him ſtrongly did aſſay, 
And cke her face ill fauourd, full of wrinkles old. But overthrew hinvſelfe vawares, and lowerlay. 


And 
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And beeing downe the alt ſore did beate, 
And bruze with clowniſh fiſts his manly face : 
And eke the Hag with many a butter threat, 
Srill cald ypon to kill himinthe place. 
With whole reproche and odious menace 
The Knight cmboyling in his haughty hart, 
Knit all his forces, and gan ſoone vnbrace 
His graſping hold : ſo ightly did vpſtart, 
And drew lus deadly weapon, to maintaine his part. 


10 
Which when the Palmer ſaw, he loudly cryde, 
Notſo, © G«yon, neuer thinke that ſo 
That Monſter can be maiſtred or deſtroyd: 
He is no, ah,he is not ſuch a foe, 
As ſteele can wound, or ſtrength can overthroe. 
Thatfame is Furor, curſed cruell wight, 
That vnto knighthood works much ſhame and woe; 
Andthatſame The, his aged mother, hight 
Occaſcon, the root of all wrath and deſpight. 


It 
With her, whofowill raging Furor tame, 
Muſt firſt begin, and well heramenage: 
Firſt her reſtraine from her reprochetull blame, 
And euill meanes, with which ſhe doth enrage 
Her frantick ſorne, and kindles his courage: 
Then when ſhe is withdrawen, orſtrong withſtood, 
It's cath hisidle furieto afſwage, 
And calme the tempeſt of his paſſion wood ; 
The bankes are oucrflowen, when ſtoppedis the flood. 


12 
There-with Sir Gwyon lefthis firſt empriſe, 
And turning to that woman, faſt her hent 
By the hoare locks, that hung before her eyes, 
And tothe ground herthrew : yet n'ould ſhe ſtent |, 
Her bitter rayling and foule reuilement, 
Bur ſtill prouok'r her ſonne to wreake her wrong; 
But nathelefle he d1d her ſtill rormcnt, 
And catching hold of ber vngratious tongue, 
Thcreon an iron lock did faſten firme and ſtrong. 


I 
Then when as vſe of ſpeech 5.6 from her reft, 
With her two —_— hands ſhe fignes did make, 
And beckned him, the laſt help ſhe had lett : 
But he, that laſt left help away did take, 
And both her hands ful bound vnto a ſtake, 
Thar ſhe no'te ſtirre. Then gan her ſonne to flic 
Full faſt away, and did her quite forſake; 
But G«yor after him in haſte did hic, 
And ſoone him overtooke in (ad perplexitie. 


14 
In his ſtrong armes he ſbffely him embrac'r, | 
Who him gaineſtriuing, _—__ at all preuaild ; 
For, all his powre was vtterly defac't, 
And furious fits at carſt quite wereo quaild : 
Ofc he r'enforc't, and oft his forces faild, 
Yet yield he would not, norhis rancourflack. 
Then him to ground he caſt, and rudely haild 
And both his LED faſt bound behind lis back, 
And both his feet in ferters to an iron rack. 


15 
With hundred iron chaines he did him bind, 
And hundred knots that did him fore conſtraine : 
Yethis great iron teeth he thll did grind, 
And grimly gnaſh, thrcatning revenge 1a vaine : 
His burning cyen, whom bloudic ſtrakes did ſtaine, 
Stared full wide, andthrew forth (parks of fire, 
And more for ranke delpight, then for great paine, 
Shak'r his long locks, colourd hke copper-wue, 
And bit his tawny beard to ſhew his raging ue. 
16 
Thus when as Guyon, Furor had captiu'd, 
Turmng abour, he faw that wretched Squire, 
ard man of life nigh late depriu'd, 
Lying on ground, all ſoyld with bloud and nure : 
Whom, whenas hepercciucdto reſpize, 
He gan to comfort, and his wounds to drefle. 
Beerng atlaſtrecur'd, he ganinquire, 
What hard miſshap him broughtro ſuch diſtreſſe, 
And madethat caitiues thrall, the thrall of wretchednefle, 


7 


- With harcthenthrobbing, and withwatry eyes, (1 


Fare Sir, quoth he, what man can ſhun the hap, 

Thar hidden lyes vowazes him to ſurpriſe ? 

Misfortune waites advantage to entrap 

Theman moſt waric,an her whelming lap. 

So me weake wretch, of many weakelt ane, 

Vaweeting, and ynware of ſuch milshap, 

She broughtto milchicte through occaſion, 
Where this ſame wicked villainedid melightypon. 


18 
It was a faithleſſe Squire, that was the ſoyrſe 
Ot all my ſorrow, and of theſe (ad teares, 
With whom from tender dug of common nourle, 
Artonce I was vpbrought; and eft when yeeres 
More ripe ys reaſon lent to chufe our Peares, 
Our clues in league of vowed loue we knit : 
In which we long time, withouricalous feares, 
Our faultie thoughts continewd, as was fit; 
And for my part (l vow) diſſembled nota whit. 
I 
Itwas my fortune comments thatage, 
To loue a Ladic faire of great degree, 
The which was borne ofnoble parentage, 
And ſetin higheltſcat of dignitee, 
Yetſeem'd no lefle toloue, then lov'd to bee: 
Long I her (eru'd, and found her faithfull ſhll, 
Ne cuer thing could caule vs diſagree : 
Loue that two harts makes one, makes cke one will 
Each ſtroueto pleaſe, and others pleaſure to fulkill. 


20 
My friend, hight Philemon, I did partake 
Of all my loue and all my priuitic, 
- Who greatly ioyous {cemed for my ſake, 
And gracious to that Ladiezas tomec, 
Ne cuer wightthat mote ſo welcome bee, 
As heto her, withauten blotor blame, 
Ne cuer thing, that ſhee could thinke or fee, 
But ynto ham the would impartthe fame: : 
O —_— man. that would abuſeſo genule Dame. 
3* 
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21 

Atlaſt, ſuch grace I found, and meanes I wrought, 
ThatT that Lady to my ſpouſe had wonne; 

Accord of friends, conſent of parents ſought, 

| Affiance made, my happineſſe begonne, 
There wanted nought bur few rites to be donne, 
Which mariage make; that day too farre did feeme : 
Moſtioyous man, on whom the ſhining Sunne 
Did ſhew his face, my ſelfe I did eſteeme, 

And that my falſer friend did nolefſe ioyous deeme. 


22 

But ere that wiſhed day his beame diſcloſd, 

He, either envying my toward good, 

Or of himſelfe to trealon ill diſpold, 

Oneday vnto me came in friendly mood, 

And told (for ſecret) how he ynderſtood, 

That Lady whom I hadto meaflin'd, 

Had both diſtaind her honourable blood, 

And ekethe faith, which ſhe ro me did bind; 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


2 
The gn” ping anguiſh and F eicalouſic, 
Which has {ad ſpeech infixeJin my breſt, 
Rankled ſo ſore, and feſtred inwardly, 
That my engricued mind could find no reſt, 
Till that the truth thereof T did outwreſt, 
And him beſought by that ſame ſacred band 
Betwixt vs both, to counſell me the beſt. 
He then with ſolemne oath and plighted hand 
| Aſſur'd, erelong the truth to ler me vnderſtand. 


24 
[ Erc long, with like againe he boorded mee, 
| Saying, he now had boulted all the floure, 
And that it was a groome of baſe degree, 
Which of my loue was partner Paramour: 
Who vled in a darkeſome inner bowre 
Her oft to meet: which better to approue, ' 
Hepromiſed ro bring me at that howre, 
When I ſhould ſee that would me neerer moue, 


Anddriue me to with-draw my blind abuſed loue. 


25 

| This graceleſſe man, for furtherance of his guile, 
| Didcourtthe handmaid of my Lady deare, 
Who glad t'cemboſome his affe@tion vile, 
Did all ſhe might, morepleaſing to appeare. 
One day to worke her to his will more neare, 
- Hewoo'd herthus : Pryene (ſo ſhee hight) 

What great deſpight doth fortune to thee beare, 
Thus Rey to Pa thy beauty bright, 
ff That it ſhould not deface all others leſserlight ? 

| 6 


| 2 
But if ſhe had her leaſt helpto thee lent, 

{ T-adorne thy forme according thy defart, 

Their blazing pride thou wouldeſt ſoone hane blent, 

And ſtaind their praiſes with thy leaſt good part; 
- Ne ſhould faire Claribell with all her art 

(Thovgh ſhe thy Lady be) approche thee neare: 

For proofe thereof, this evening, as thou arr, ' 

Array thy ſelte in her moſt gorgeous geare, 
| ThatI may moredclight in thy embracement deare. 


And therefore wiſht me ſtay, till I more truth ſhould find. 


27 
The Maiden, proud through praiſe, & mad through lou, 
Him harkned to,and ſoone her ſelfe arraid, 
The whiles to me the treachour did remoue 
His craftie engin, and as he had ſaid, 
Meleading, in aſecret corner laid, 
The ſad ſpeQtator of my Tragedie; 
Where left, he went, and his ownefalſepartplaid, 
Diſguiſed like that groome of bale degree, 
Whom he had fein'd th'abuſer of my loue to bee. 
28 
Eftſoones he came vnto th'appointed place, 
And with him brought Pryene, rich arrayd, 
In Claribellaes clothes. Her proper face 
I notdiſcerned 1n that darkſome ſhade, 
But weend it was my loue, with whom he plaid. 
Ah God! what horrour and tormenting priefe, 
My hart, my hands, mine eyes, and all atfaid ! 
Me liefer were ten thouſand deathez priefe, 
Then wound of iealous worme, & ſhame of ſuch repricfe. 


2 

I homereturning, fraught wah foule deſpight, 

And chawing _—_— all the way I went, 

Soone as my loathed loue appeard in fight, 

With wr lhand I lew her innocent ; 

That after ſoone I dearely did lament : 

For, when the cauſe of that outragious deed 

Demaunded,l made plaine and cuident, 

Her f:ultie Handmaid, which that bale did breed, 
Confeſt, how Philemon her wroughtto change her weed. 


fs) 
Which when I heard, with horribleaffright 
And helliſh fury all enrag'd, I ſoughr 
Cn that vengeable —_— 
To puniſh : yetit better firſt I thought, 
To wreake my wrath on him, that firſt it wrought. 
To Philemon, falſe faytour Philemon, 
I caſtto pay thatI ſo dearely bought; 
Of deadly _ I gaue himdrinke anon, 
And waſhtaway his guiltwith guilte potion. 
21 
Thus heaping crime on crime, and griefe on griefe, 
To loffe 6 vos adioyning lofſe 7 friend, i 
I meant to purge both, with athird miſchiefe, 
And in my woes beginneritto end: 
That was Pryene; ſhe did firſt offend, 
Shelaſt ſhould ſmart : with which cruell intent, 
When I at her my murdrous blade did bend, 
Ske fled away with gaſtly dreriment, 
And I purſewing my fell purpoſe, after went. 


2 
Feare gaue her wings, and Li enforc't my flight; 
Through Woods and Plames, ſo long I did her chace, 
Till this mad man (whom your vitorious might 
Hath nowfaft bound) me met in middle ſpace; 
As I her, ſo heme purſewd apace, 
And ſhortly overtooke: T, breathing ire, 
Sore chauffed atmy ſtzy inſuch a 4 
And with my heare, kindled his cruell fire; 
Which kindled once, his mother did morerage inſpire. 
Berwixt 
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Bcetwixt them both, they v... me doen to die, 
Through wounds,and ſtroakes,& ſtubborne handelivg, 
Thar death were better then ſuch agony, 
As griefe and furie vato me did bring ; 
Of which in me yet ſticks the morrall ſtiog, 
That during life will neuer be appeald. 
When he thus ended had his forrowing, 
Said Gwyon, Squire, ſorchaue yebeecne diſeaſd; 
But all your hurts may ſoone through temperance be cald. 


4 

Then ganthe Palmer thus Mot wretched man, 
That to affetions does the bridle lend ; 
In their os they are weake and wan, 
Bur ſoone through ſuffrance growe to fearcfull end; 
Whiles they are weake, berimes with them contend : 
For, when they once to perfedt ſtrength doc growe, 
Strong warres they make, and cruell battry bend 
Gunit fort of Reaſon, itto overthrowe : 

Wr.th,icalouſy,griefe,loue,this Squire haue Laid thus lowe. 


5 
Wrath, jealouſic, griefe, wa doe thus expel: 
Wrath is a fire, andicalouſfic aweede, 
Greefe is a flood, and loue a monſter fell; 
The fire of ſparks, the weed of little ſeede, 
The flood of drops, the Monſter filth did breed: 
But ſparks, ſeed, drops, and filth doe thus delay; 
The ſparks ſoone quench, theſpringing ſeed outweed, 
The drops dry vp, and filth wipe cleanc away : 
So ſhall wrath, icalouſlic, griefe, loue, dieand decay. 
6 


Valucky Squire (ſaid FS. ſith thou haſt 
Falne into miſchiefe through intemperaunce, 
Henceforth take heede of that thou now haſt paft, 
And guide thy waies with warie po—_—_ 
Leaſt worſe betide thee by ſome ater chaunce. 
But read how artthou nam'd, and of what kin. 
Phedon I hight (quoth he) and doe advaunce 
Mine auncettry trom famous Coradin, 

Who firſt toraiſe our houſe to honour did begin. 


7 
Thus as he ſpake, lo, farre Go they ſpide 
A varletrunning towards haſtily, 
Whoſe fiying feet lo faſt their way ap lide, 
That round about a cloud of duit did flie, 
Which mingled all with ſweat, did dim his eye. 
He ſoone approched, panting, breathleſle, hot, 
And all ſo {oyld, that none could him deſcry ; 
His countenaunce was bold, and baſhed not 
For Guyons lookes, but ſcornefull cyglaunceat him ſhot. 
g 


Behind his backe he bore © ſhield, 
On which was drawen fare, in colours fit, 
A flaming fire in midit of bloudie held, 
Andround about the wreath this word was wnt, 
Burnt I doe burne. Right well beleemed it, 
To be the ſhield of ſome redoubted knight; 
Andin his hand two darts exceeding flit, 
And deadly he held, whoſe heads were dighr 
In poyſon and in bloud of malice and deſpight. 


41 
' How highthe then (ſaid Gwyon) and from whence ? 


When hee1in _ _, - Guyon firſt 
He boldly ſpake, Sir knightaf kmght thou be 
Abandon = foreſtalled place at Ky 7 
For feare of further harme, I counlell thee, 
Or bide the chaunce at thine owne icoperdie. 
The Knight at his great boldnefle wondered, 
And though heſcornd his idle yamtie, 
Yet mildly him to purpoſe anſwered; 

For, not to growe of nought he 1t conieCtured. 


0 

Varlet, this place moſt Phe + me I deeme;”- 
Yielded by him thathel1 ir forcibly. (ſeeme 
But, whence ſhould come that harme, which thou dooſk 
To threat to him,that minds his chaunce Vaby? 
Perdy (ſaid he) here comes, andis hard by 
A knight of wondrous powre, and great aſſay, 
That neuer yetencountred enemy, 
Bur did him deadly daunt, or foule diſmay ; 

Ne thoufor better hope, if thou his preſence ſtay. 


P bles is his name, renowmed farre 
For his bold feates and hardy confidence, 
Full oft approu'd in many acruellwarre, 
The oa. Jn of Cymochles, both which arre 
"The ſonnes of old Acrates and Deſpight ; 
Acrates, ſonne of Phlegeton and Iarre - 
+ But Phlegeton is ſonne of Herebus and Night: 
But Herebxs ſonne of Aeternitie is hight. 


42 

So from immornall race he does proceed, 
Thar mortall hands may not withſtand his might, 
Drad for his derring doe, and bloudy deed ; 
For, all in bloud and ſpotle is his dehight. 
His am I Atin, his inwrong andright, 
That matter makefor him to —_ 
And ſtirre himvp to ſtrifeand cruel! fight. 
Fly therefore, flie this fearefull ſtead anon, 

Leaſt thy foole-hardize workethy fad confuſion. 


His be that care, whom  * doth concerne 
(Said he): but whither with ſuch haftie flight 
Art thou now bound ? for, well mote I diſcerne 
Great cauſe, that carries thee ſo ſwift and light. 
My Lord (quoth he) me ſent, and ſtraight behighe 
Toſecke Occaſion, whereſo ſhe bee : 
For, he is all diſpold to bloudy fight, 
And breathes out wrath and hainous crueltie; 
Hard is his hap, that firſtfals in his icopardie. 


| 44 

Mad man (ſaid thenthe Palmer) that does feeke 
Occaſton to wrath, and tauſe of ſtrife ; 
She comes vnſought: and ſhunned, followes cke. 

app, who can abſtaine, when Rancour rife 

Kindles Reuenge, and threats his ruſtic knife ; 
Woe never wants, whereeuery caulc i he 
And raflf 0ccafon makes vnqui life. ns 
Then lo, where bound ſhe fits, whom thou haſt ſonghe, 

(Said Gees) ler that meſlage to thy Lord be brought. 
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That, when the varlethcard and ſaw, ſtraight way 
He wexed wondrous wroth, and ſaid, Vile knight, 
Thar knights & knighthood dooft with ſhame vpbray, 
And ſhew ſt th'enſlample of thy childiſh might, 
With filly weake old woman thus to fight; 
Great glory and gay ſpoile ſure haſt thou got, 
And ſtoutly prov'd thy puiſſaunce here in fight; 
That ſhall Pyrrbochles well requite, I wot, 
Ard with thy bloud aboliſh ſoreprochefull blot. 
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I 
Ho-euer doth to temperaunce appl 
His ſtedfaſt life, and all his ations frame, 
CE Truſt me, ſhall find no greater enemy, 
So Then ſtubborne p ation, to the ſame ; 
To which right well the wiſe doe giue thatname, 
For, itthe goodly peace of ſtayed mindes 
Does overthrowe, and troublous warreproclame : 
His owne woes authour, whoſo bound it findes, 


As did Pyrrbochles, and it wilfully ynbindes, 
2 


After that varlets flight, it was not long, 
Erc on the Plaine faſt pricking Gwyon {pide 
One in brightartnes embartalled full ſtrong, 
That as the Sunny beames doe glaunce and glide 
Vpon the trembling waue, ſo ſhined bright, 
And round abouthim threw forth ſparkling fire, 
That ſeem'd him to enflame on cuery fide : 
His ſtecd was bloudy red, and fomed ire, 
When with the maiſtring ſpur he did him roughly ſtire. 


3 
Approching nigh, he neuer ſtayd to greet, 


Ne er words, proud courage to prouoke, 

But prickt ſo fierce, that vnderneath his feer 

The ſmouldring duſt did round about him ſmoke, 
Both horſe and man nigh able for to choke ; 

And fairely couching his ſteele-headed (peare, 
Him firſt {aluted with a ſturdy ſtroke; * 

It booted nought Sir Guyon comming neare 


Tothinke, ſuch hidcous puifſaunce on foot to beare. 


46 
With that, one of his thrillant darts he threw, 


Canto V. 


Pyrrhochles does with Guyon fight, 
And Furors chaine onbinds : 

of whom ſore hurt, for his revenge 
CAtin Cymochles finds, 
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That madc him reelec, and to his breaſt his beuer bene. 


Headed with re and vengeable deſpight; 

The quivering ſtecle his aymed end well knew, 
Andto his breaſt itſelfe intended right : 

But he was warie, andereit empight 

In the meant marke, adyaunc't his ſhield atweene ; 
On which it ſeizing, no way enter might, 

But backe healing left the tork-head keene ; 


Efrſoones he fled away, and mightno where be ſecne. 
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4 
But lightly ſhunnedir, and paſſing b 


With hus bright blade did ſmite xc him ſofell, 
That the ſharpe ſteele arriuing forcibly 

On his broad ſhield, bir nor, but glauncing fell 
On his horſe neck before the quiltedſell, 

And from the head the body ſundred quight: 
So him diſmounted lowe, he did compel 

On foot with him to matchen equall fight; 


The trunked beaſtfaſt bleeding, did him fouly dight. 
5 
Sore bruzed with the fall, he lowe vprole, 


And all enraged, thus him loudly ſhent ; 

Diſleall knagke, whoſe coward courage choſe 

To wreakeitſelfe on beaſt all innocent, 

And ſhund the marke, at whichit ſhould be ment, 
Thereby thine armes l[eeme ſtrong, but manhood fraile; 
So haſt thou oft with guile thine honour blent ; 
Butlittle may ſuch guile thee now avyaile, 


If wonted force and fortune doc not much me faile. 
6 


With that he drew his flaming ſword, and ſtrooke 


Art him ſo fiercely, that the vpper marge 

Of his ſeu enfoldeg ſhield ph = 
Andglauncing on his helmet, madealarge 

And open gaſh therein: were not his targe, 

That broke the viglence of his intent, 

The weary {oule from thenceit would diſcharge ; 
Natheleſſe, ſo ſore a buffe to him ittent., 


Exceeding 


UMI 
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7 
Exceeding wroth was Gwyon at that blowe, 
And much aſham'd, that ſtroake of liuing arme 
Should him diſmay, and make him ſtoupe ſolowe, 
Though otherwiſc it did him little harme : 
Tho hurling high his iron braced arme, 
He [mote lo manly on his ſhoulder plate, 
Tharall his left fide it did quite difarme ; 
Yer there the ſteele ſtaid not, butinly bate 
Deepe in his ficſh, and opened wide ared flood-gate. 
$ 


Deadly diſmaid, with horror of that dint, 
Pyrrhochles was, and gricued cke entire ; 
Yet nathemore d1d it his fune ſtint, 
Bur added flame vnto his former fire, 
That wel-nigh molt has hart in raging ire: & 
Ne thence-forth his approued skall, to ward, 
Or ſtrike, or hurlen round in warlike.gyre, 
Remembred he, ne car'd for his ſaufegard, 

Bur rudely rag'd, and like acruell Tigre far'd. 


He hewd, and laſht, and fogud, and thundred blowes, 
And euery way did fecke into his life : 
Ne plate, ne male could ward ſo mighty throwes, 
But yielded paſlage to his cruell knife 
But Gwyon, 1n the hcate ofall his ſtrife, 
Was warie wiſe, and cloſely did await 
Avantage, whil'ſt his foe did rage moſtrife; 
Somenmes athwart, ſometimes he ſtrooke him ſtrait, 
And falſed oft his blowes, t'illude him with ſuch bait. 


10 

Like as a Lion, whoſe imperiall powre 

A proud rebellious Vnicorne defies, 

T'avoyd theraſh aſſault and wrathfull towre 

Othis fierce foe, himto a tree applies, 

And when him running in full courle he ſpies, 

He ſlips aſide ; the whiles that furious beaſt 

His precious horne, ſought of his enemies, 

Stnkes in the ſtock, ne =_— can bereleaſt, 
But to the mighty ViRtor yields a bounrious feaſt: 


II 
With ſuch faire light him Guyon often faild, 
Till at the laſt, all breathlefle, wearie, faint 
Him ſpying, with freſh onſet he aflaild, 
And kindling new his courage (ſeeming queint) 
Strooke him ſo hugely, thatthrough great conſtraint 
He made him ſtoupe perforce vnto hus knee, 
And doe vnwilling worſhip to the Saint, 
That on his ſhield depainted he did ſee; 
Such homage til that inſtant neuer learned hee. 


12 
Whom Gwyon ſeeing ſtoupe, purſewed faſt 
The preent offeraffuirevietory, 
And ſoone his dreadfull rs he caſt, 
Where-with he ſmote his haughty creſt ſo hie, 
That ſtraight on ground made himfull lowe to lic 3 
Then on his breaſt his vitour foot he thruſt ; 
With that he cride, Mercy, doe me notdie, 
Ne deeme thy force by Fortunes doome vniuſt, 
That hath (maugre her ſpight) thus lowe me laid in duſt, 


I 
Eftſoones his cruell hand Si Ges ſtaid, 
Tempriog the paſſion with adviſement flowe, 
And re Jo mighronenemy dilmaid : 
For, th' dye of warte he well did knowe3 
Then to him ſaid, Liue, and _—_— Owe 
To himthar giues thee lifeand hberty : 
And henceforth, by this daies enſample trowe, 
That haſte wroth, and heedlefle hazardry, 
Doe breede repencarce late, and laſting infamy. 


14 
So,vp he let himriſe: who with grim looke 
And count'naunce ſterne eptandng, an to grind 
His grated teeth for great difdaine, hook 
His fandie locks, |cng hanging downe behind, 
Knotted in bloud and duſt, for griefe of mind, 
That he in ods of armes was conquered ; 
Yet in himſelfe ſome comfort he did tind, 
That him ſo noble Knight had maiſtered, 
Whole bounty more then might, yet both he wondered. 


; IF 
Which G»yon marking faid, Be nought agrieu'd, 


Sir Knight, that thus ye now ſubdued arre : 
Was neuer man,who moſt conqueſts atchieu'd 
But ſometimes had the worle, and loſt by warre, 
Yer ſhortly gaind, that lofle exceeded farre : 
Lofle is as ſhame,norto be lefle theri foe ; 
But to be leſſer, then himlelfe, doth marre 
Both looſers lot, and viRtors praiſe allo. 
Vaine others overthrowes, whole (clfe doth overthrowe, 
6 


I 

Fly, 6 Pyrrbechles, flie the dreadfull warre, 
Thar 1a thy ſelfe thy lefler parts doemoue: 
Outragious anger, and woe-working iarre, 
Direfull;:mpanencc, and hart-murdnng loue; 
Thoſe, tholethy foes, thoſe warriours farre remonez 
un thee to — captiucd lead. 
But fith in might thou di mer ue, 
Of curteſie mg the cauſe mb 700 

Thar thee againſt me drew with ſo impetuous dread. 


17 
Dreadleſle, ſaid he, that ſhall I foone dechre ; 
It was complaind, that thou hadſt done greattort 
Vnto an aged woman, poore and bare, 
And thralled her in chaines with ſtrong effort, 
Void of all ſuccour and needfull co : 
That ill beſcemes thee, ſuch as I thee ſee, 
To worke ſuch ſhame. Therefore I thee exhorr 
To change thy will,and ſet Occaſton free, 
And to her captue ſonne yield his firſt libertee. 
18 


Thereat Sir Guyon {tril'd: Andis that all 
Said he, thatthee fo ſore diſpleaſed hath 2» 
Great mercy ſure, forto enlarge a thrall, 
Whoſe freedome ſhall thee turne to greateſt ſcath. 
Nath'leſſe, now quench thy hot emboyling wrath : 
Loe, there they be;to thee I yield them free. 
Thereat he wondrous glad, out of the path 
Did lightly leape, where he them bound did ſee, 
And gan to breake the bands of their captiuitee. 
Soone 


. 
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Soone as Occaſion felt her ſelfe vntide, 

Before her lonne could well afloiled bee, 

She to her vc returnd, and ſtraight defide 
Gwyon and Pyrrbochles : thone (ſaid ſhe) 
: e he wonne ; the other, becaule hee 
Was wonne : ſo matter did ſhe make of nought, 
To ſtirre vp ſtrife, and doe them diſagree: 
But ſoone as Furor was cnlarg'd, ſhe Cagke 
To kindle his quencht fire, and thouſand caules wrought. 


20 
It was not log, ereſhe inflam'd himſo, 
That he wouldalgates with Pyrrhochles fight, 
And hisredeemer chaleng'd for his foe, 
Becauſe he had not well maintaind hisnght, 
But yielded had to that ſame ſtranger knight : 
Now gan Pyrrhochles wex as wood as hee, 
And hum aftronted with impatient might : 
So both together fierce engraſped bee, 
Whiles G»yon ſtanding by, tab vncouth ſtife does ſee. 


21 
Him all that while 0ccafcondid prouoke 
Againſt Pyrrbechles, and new matter fram'd 
Vpon the old, him ſtirring to be wroke 
his late wrongs, in which ſhe oft him blam'd 
For ſuffering ſuch abuſe, as knighthood ſham'd, 
. And him diſabled quite. But he was wiſe, 
Ne would with vyaine occaſion be inflam'd ; 
Yet others ſhe more vrgentdid deuiſe: 
Yet nothing could him to umpatience entiſe. 
22 


Their fell contention ſtill increaſed more, 
And more thereby increaſed Fwrors might, 
That he his foe has hurt, and woundedore, 
And him 1n bloud anddurt deformed quight. 
His mother cke (more to augmenthis ſpright) 
Now broughtto hima flanung fier brond, 
Which ſhe1n Stygian lake (ay burning bright) 
Had kindled : thatſhe gaue into his hond, 
That arm'd with fire,more hardly he mote him withſtond. 


2 
Tho ganthevillaine wex ſo Wi and ſtrong, 

Thatnothing might ſuſtaine his furious Ws ; 

He caſthim downe to ground, and all along 

Drew hinzthrough durt and myre without remorſe, 

And fouly battered his comely corle, 

That Guyox much diſdeign'd ſo loathly fight. 

Atlaſt, he was compeld tocry yore 
 Helpe (Sir Guyon) help moſt noble knight, 
Toridawretched man from hands of helliſh wight. 

24 

The knight was greatly moued athis plain, 

And gan him dight to ſuccour his diſtreſle, 

Till that the Palmer, by his graue reſtraint, 

Him ſtaid from yielding pitrifull redrefle; 

Andfaid, Dearc {onne, thy cauſelefleruthreprefle, 

Ne letthy ſtout hart meltin pitty vaine : 

He that his ſorrow ſought through wilfulneſle, 

And his foefettred wouldreleaſe againe, 
Deſerues to taſte his follies fruit, repented paine. 


25 

Guyon obaid; So him away hedrew 
From needlefle trouble of renewing fight 

Already tought, his voyage to purſew. 

Burt = Pyrrhochles varlet, Atin hight, 
When late he ſaw his Lord i heawic plight, 
Vader Sir G»yons puiffaunt ſtroke to fall, 
Him deeming dead, asthen heſeem'd in ſight, 
Fled faſt away, to tell his funerall 

Vato his brother, whom Cymochles men did call. 

26 
He was a man of rare redoubted might, 
Famous throughout the world for warlike praiſe, 
And glorious {poiles, purchaſt in perilous fohr : 
Full many doughty knights hein his daics 
Had dgento death, ſubdewd in cquall frayes 3 
Vhoſe carcaſes, for terrour of has name, 
; Of fowles and beaſts he made thepirtious prayes, 
And hung their conquered armes for more defame 
On gallow trees, in honour of his deareſt Dame. 


27 
His deareſt Dame is that Enchauntereſle, 
Thevile Acraſia, that with vaine delights, 
Andidlepleaſures in her Bowre of Bliſſe, 
Does charme her louers, and the feeble ſprights 
Can call out of the bodies of fraile wights : 
Whom then ſhe does transforme to monſtrous hewes, 
And horribly misſhapes with vgly ſights, 
Captiv'd eternally iniron mewes ; 
And darkſome dens, where Titan his face neuer ſhewes. 


28 
There Atin found Cymechles ſoiourning, 
To ſerue his Lemans loue : for he, 4 kind, 
Was giuen all to luſt and looſe liuing, 
When euer his fierce hands he free mote find : 
And now he has pourd outhis idle mind 
In daintie delices, andlautſh ioyes, 
Hawng his warlike weapons caſt behind, 
And flowes in pleaſures, and vainepleaſing toyes, 
Mingled emongit looſe Ladies and laſciuious boyes. 
Z 
And ouer him, Art ſtriuin © compaire 
With Nature, did an Arbour greenediſſpred, 
Framed of _ wo, flowning faire, fred 
Through which the tEglantune di 
His it armes, —_—_ Sh roſcsred, 
Which dainty odours round about them threw, 
And all within with flowres was garniſhed, 
That when mild Zephyrus emongſt them blew, 
Did breathe out bountious ſmels, & painted colours ſhew, 


oO 
And faſt beſide, there wickled ſoftly downe 
A gentle ſtreame, whoſe murmuring waue did play 
Emongſtthe pumy ſtones, and made aſowne, 
To lull himſoft afleepe, that byitlay ; 
The wearie Trauciler, wandring thatway, 
Therein did often quench his thurſtic hear, 
And then by it his wearie limbes diſplay, 
Whiles creeping lumber made him to forger 
His former paine,and wip'taway his toylſome ſwear. 


Cant, V. THE FAERIE OVEENE. 


Lt 


I 
And on the other fide a Vi Grouec 
Was ſhot vp high, full of the ftarely tree, 
That dedicated 1s t'Olympick Toue, 
And to his ſonne Alcides, when as hee 
Gain'd in Nemea goodly victorce; 
Therein the mery birds,of every ſort, 
Chaunted aloud their chearefull harmonie : 
And made emongſt themſelues a ſweet conſort, 
That quickned the dull fpright with muſicall comfort. 


2 
There he him found all cardlef diſplaid, 
In ſecret ſhadowe from the ſunny ray, 
On aſiveet bed of Lillies ſoftly laid, 
Amidſt a flock of Damzels freſh and gay, 
Thatrouid abouthim difſohute did play 
Their wantonfollies, ro 3 
Enery of which did looſely difaray 
Her vpperparts of meet habiliments, 
And ſhewd them naked, deckt with many ornaments. 


And euery of them ſtroue, wah moſt delights, 
Him to aggrate, and greateſt pleaſures ſhew ; 
Some fram'd faire lookes, glancing like evening lights; 
Others, ſweet words, dropping like honny dew 3 
Some, bathed kifles, and did loft embrew 
The ſugred liquor through his melting lips : 
One boaſts her beauty, and does yeeld to view 
Her dainty limbes aboue her tender hips ; 
Another, her out-boaſts, and all for tryall itrips. 


4 

Hee, like an Adder, hutking in the weeds, 
His wandring thought in deepe defire does ſtcepe, 
And his fraile eye with {poile of be.utic teedes 3 
Sotnetimes, he falſely faines himſelte ro fleepe, 
Whiles through their lids his wanton eyes doc peepe, 
To ſteale a ſnatch of amorous conceit, 
Whereby cloſe fire into his hart does creepe : 
So, them deceiues, decciv'd in his deceit, 


Made drunke with drugs of deare voluptuous receit. 


35 
Atin arriuing there, when him he ſpide, 
Thus inſtill waues cfdeepe d - to wade, 
Fiercely ng, to him Joudly cride, 


Cy ; oh no, bur Cymechles ſhade, 

In wh that perſon late did fade, 
What 1s become of great Acrates ſonne ? 
Or where hath he hung vp his morrall blade, 


Thar hath ſo many hauy _ wonne ? 
Is all his force Arr op. Fi his glory donac ? 
36 
Then pricking him with his -pointed dart, 
He wr vp,thou — Lear knight, 
Thathere1n Ladies lap entombed art, = 
Vamindfull of thy praiſe and proweſt might, 
And weetlefle cke of lately he deſprght, 
Whiles ſad Pyrrochles lyes on (en{clefſe 
And groneth out his vtmoſt grudging ſpright, 


Through many a ſtroake, & many a ——— 
Calling thy helpe invaine, that even toyes art drownd. 


7 
Suddainely out of his delightfull dreame 
The man awoke, and would hauc queſtiond more; 
Bur he would not endure that woſull theame 
For = dilate atlarge, but lore 
Wi cing wotds, and pitrifull im ; 
Him Eſtie _ As —_ ighe yore, 
With helliſh ficnds, or Faries yprore, 
He then vprole, inflam'd with fell deſpight, 
And called for his armes; for he would algues fight. 


8 
They beenybrought; he quickly docs him dight, 
And lightly mounted, paſſeth on his way : 
Ne Ladies loues, ne {(weert cntreaties nught 
Appcaſe his heate, or haſtic paſlage ſtay ; 
For,he has yow'd to been aveng'd that day 
(Thar day uſelte him ſeemed all too long: ) 
Oa him, that did Pyrrbochles deare dilmay :; 
So, proudly pricketh on his courſer ſtrong, 
And Atin aye him pricks with ſpurs of ſhame and wrong, 
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L-—># Harder leſion, to learne Continence 
{ In ioyous pleaſure,then in grieuous paine: 
24 For, tweetnes doth allure the weaker ſenſe 
[ So ſtrongly, that vneathes it can refraine 
Fr6 that, which feeble nature couers faine ; 
” But griefe and wrath,thart be her enemies, 

And foes of life, the better can reſtraine; 

Yet vertue vaunts in both their viftories, 
And Guyon in them all ſhewes goodly maiſteries, 


2 
Whom bold Cymochles trauailing to find, 
With cruell purpoſe bent to wreake on him 
The wrath, which Atin kindled in his mind, 
Came to ariuer, by whoſe vtmoſt brim 
ay to paſſe, he ſaw whereas did (wim 
Along the ſhore, as ſwift as glaunce of eye, 
A little Gondelay, bedecked trim 
With boughes and arbours wouen cunningly, 
Thar hke a little foreſt ſeemed outward:y. 


And therein ſate a Lady freſh and faire, 
Making fieert ſolace to herſelfe alone ; 
Sometimes ſhe ſung, as loud as Larke in aire, 
Sometimes ſhe laught, that mgh her breath was gone, 
Yet was there not with her elſe any one, 
That might to her moue cauſe ot merriment : 
Matter of mirth enough, though there were none 
She could deuiſe, and thouſand wares invent 

To feed her fooliſh humour, and vaine iollimenr. 


4 
Which when farre off Chymorhles heard, and ſaw, 
He loudly cald to ſuch as were abord, 
The little barke vnto the ſhore to draw, 
And him to ferry ouer that deepe ford : 
The merry Marriner vnto his word 
Soone harkned, and her painted boat ſtraight way 
Turnd to the ſhore, where that ſame warhke Lord 
She inreceiu'd ; but Atin by no wa 


Shee would admit, albe the Knight her much did pray. 


Guyon ts of immodeſt Mirth 
led into looſe deſire, 

Fights with Cymochles,whiles his bro- 
ther burnes in furious fire. 
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Eftſoones her ſhallow ſhip fg did flide, 

More {wift then Swallow ſheres the liquid ske, 

Withouten oare or Pilot itto guide, 

Or winged canuas with the wind to flic; 

Onely The turn'd a pin, and by and by 

It cut away vpon the yeelding waue, 

Ne cared ſhee her courle for to applic: 

For, it was taught the way, which ſhe would haue, 
And both from rocks and flats it ſelfe could wiſely ſaue: 


6 
And all the way, the wanton Damzell found 
New murth, her paſlenger to entertaine : 
For, ſhe in pleaſant purpoſe did abound, 
And I——_ merry tales to faine, 
Of which a ſtore-houle did with her remaine: 
Yet ſeemed, nothing well they herbecame; 
For. all her words ſhe Grand laughter yaine, 
And wanted grace in vtt'ring ofthe ſame, 
That turned all her pleaſance to a fcoffing game. 


7 
And other whiles vaine toyes ſhe would deuiſe, 
As her fantaſtick wit did moſt delight : 
Sometimes her head ſhe fondly would aguiſe 
With gaudie girlonds, or freſh flowrets dighe 
About her neck, or rings of ruſhes plight; 
Somerimes to doe him laugh, ſhe would aſſay 
Tolaugh at ſhaking of theleaues light, 
Or to behold the water worke,and play 
About her little frigor, therein making way. 
8 


Her hght behaviour, and looſe dalliaunce 
Gaue wondrous great contentment to the Knight, 
That of his way he had no ſouenaunce, 
Nor care of vow'd revenge, and cruell fight, 
But to weake wench did yeeld his Marti might, 
So eafic was toquench his flamed mind 
With one ſweet drop of ſenſuall delight: 
So caſie is, appeaſe the ſtormiewind 
Of malice in the came of plealang womankind. 
Duuerſe 
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9 
Diucrſe diſcourſes in their way they ſpent, 
Mongſt which Cymechles of her queſtioned, 
Both what ſhe was, and what that wage ment, 
Which in her cot ſhe daily praCtiſed. 
Vaine man, ſayd ſhe, that would'ſtbe reckoned 
A ſtranger in = home, andignorant 
Of Phedria (for ſo my nameis red) 
Of Phedria, thine owne fellow ſeruaunt 3 
For, thou to ſerue Acraſiathy (elfe dooſt vaunt. 
I 


O 
In this wide Inland ſea, that hight by name 
The Ydle lake, my wandring ſhip I rowe, 
That knowes her Port, and thither ſailes by ayme; 
Ne care, ne feare I, how the wind doe blowe, 
Or whether ſwift I wend, or whether lowe : 
Both ſlowe and ſwift alike doe (erue my tourne, 
Neſwelling Neptune, ne loud thundring Towe 
Can change my cheare, or make me ever mourne 3 


My little boat caa ſafely palle this perilous bourne. 


I1 
Whiles thus ſhe talked, and whiles thus ſhe toyd, 
They were furre paſt the paſſage which he {pake, 
And come vnto an Iſland waſte and voyd, 
That floted 1n the midſt of that great lake, 
There herſmall Gondelay her Port did make, 
And that gay payre iſſuing on the ſhore 
Disburdned her. Their way they forward take 
Into the Land that lay them faire before, 
Whoſe pleaſaunce ſhe hum ſhew'd, and plentiful great ſtore. 


12 
It was a choſen plot of fertile land, 
Emonglt wide waues {ctlike a little neſt, 
As if it had by Natures cunning hand, 
Beene choice] picked out from all the reſt, 
And layd Gab tor enlample of the beſt; , 
No daintic flowre or herbe that growes on ground, 
No arboret with painted bloſſoms dreſt, 
And ſmelling ſweet, bur there it might be found 
To bud out fayre, and her ſweet {mels throwe all around. 


I 

No tree, whoſe branches didnot brauely ſpring ; 
No branch, whereon a fine bird did not fit : 
No bird, but did her ſhrill notes lweetly fing ; 
Noſong burdid containea louely dit: 
Trees, branches, birds, and ſongs wereframed fir 
For to allure frayle mind to carcleſle caſe. 
Careleflethe man ſoone wor, afd his weake wit 
Was overcome of thing, that did himpleale; 

So pleaſed, did his wrathtull purpoſe faixe appealc. 


14 
Thus when ſhee had his eycs and ſenſes fed 
With falle delights, and fild with pleaſures vaine, 
Into a ſhady dale ſhe loft him led, 
And layd him downe ypon a grafſie Plaine; 
And her ſweet ſelfe, _ dread or diſdaine 


She ſet beſide, laying his head dilarm'd 

In her looſe "a, it ſoftly to ſuſtaine, 

Where {oone he lumbred, fearing notheharm'd, 
The whiles with a loud lay ſhe thus hum ſweetly charm'd. 


if 
Behold, 6 man, that royle-ſome paines dooſt take, 


The flowres, the fields, and all thatpleaſant b 
How they themſclues doe thine no . 
Whules nothing envious Nature them throwes 


Out of her fruittull lap ; how, no man knowes, 
They {pring, they bud, they bloflome freſh & faire, 
And deck ed ue: ſhowes ; 
Yerno man for them taketh paines or care, 
Yet no man to them can his carefull panes compare. 
16 


The Lilly, Lady of the flowring field, 
The —_ loucly Paramoure, 
Bid thee to them thy fruitleſle labours yield, 
And ſoone leaue off this toyleſome wearie ſtoure; 
Lo, lo, how braue ſhe decks her bounnous boure, 
VVith filken curtens and gold couerlets, 
T herein to ſhrowd her ſumptuous Belamoure, 
Yet neither ſpinnes nor cardes,ne cares nor frets, 
But to her mother Nature all her care ſhe lets. 


17 
Why then dooſt thou, 6 man, that of them all 
Art Lord, and cke of nature Soueraigne, 
Wilfully make thy ſelfe a wretched thrall, 
And waſte thy ioyons houres in needlefle paine, 
Secking for = ger and adyentures yaine ? 
What bootes it all to haue, and nothing vſe ? 
Who ſhall him rew, that ſwimming in the maine, 
Will die for thirſt, and water doth refuſe 2 
Refuſe ſuch fruitleſle royle, and preſent pleaſures chuſe. 
18 


By this, ſhe had him lulled faſt aſleepe, - 
That of no worldly thing he care did take; 
Then ſhe with liquors ſtrong his eyes did ſteepe, 
That nothing ſhould him haſtily awake : 
So ſhe him left, and did herſelfe 
Vato her boat againe, with which ſhe cleft 
The flothfull waues of that greatgrieſly lake; 
Soone ſhethat Iſland farre behind her left, 
And now is come to that ſame place,where firſt ſhe weft. 


I 
By this time,was the worthy Gayedb he 
Vnto the other ſide of that wide ſtr "IIS 
V Vhere ſhe was rowing, and for paflage : 
roam not log cl T ſhe lone ro =A 
Her ferry brought, where him ſhe bydi 
With hid lad __ himlclfe ſhe _ = > 
But the Black Palmer (uffrcd ſhll to ſtond, 
Ne would for price, or prayers onceaffoord, 
To ferry that old man over the perious foord. 
20 
on was loath to leaue his guide behind, 
Ver becing cntred, Beck retire; 
For, the flit barke, obaying to her mind, 
Forth launched ndFoaae did defire, 
Ne gaue him leaue to bid that aged Sire 
Adicu, but nimbly ran her wonted courſe | 
Through the dull billowes thick as troubled mire, 
Whom neither wind out of their ſeat could force, 
7 did dniue out — 
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21 
And by the way, as was ber wonted guiſe, 

Her merry fit ſhe freſhly gan to reare, 
Anddid of ioy andiollinedeuile, 
Her ſelfe to cheriſh, and her gueſt to cheare: 
The Knight was courteous, and d1d not forbeare 
Her honeſt mirth and pleaſance to partake; 
But when he ſaw her toy, and gibe, and geare, 
And paſſe the bounds of modeſtmerimake, 


Her hedeſpis'd, andfollies did forſake. 
22 
Yet luciS followed her former ſtile, 


And fayd and did all that mote him delight, 

Till they arriued in thatpleaſant Le, 

Where {leeping late ſhe efther other knight. 

But, when as Gwyon of that land had fight, 

—_— himſelfe —_ fayd ; « 
Dame, perdy ye haue not meright, -. 

Thusto miſlead! Se whies Iyou obeys” \ 


Me little needed from my right way to haue ſtrayd:. 


2 

Fayre Sir, quoth ſhe, benot Sipleas'd atall; 

Who fares on ſea, may not commaund his way, 

Ne wind and weather at his pleaſure call : 

The ſea is wide, and cafie for to ſtray ; 

The wind vnſtable, and doth neuer ſtay. 

Bur heere awhile ye may in lafetiereſt, 

Till ſeaſon ſerue new paflageto aflay; 

Better ſafe Port, then be in ſeas diſtreſt. 
There-withſhe laught, and did her carneſt end in jeſt. 


T 24 

But he,balfediſcontent, mote nathelefle 
Himlſelfe appeaſe, and ifſucd forth on ſhore : 
The ioyes whereof, and happy fruitfulneſle, 
Such as heſaw ſhe gan him lay before, 


And all though pleaſant, yet ſhe made much more : 


The fields did laugh, theflowres did freſhly (privg, 
The trees did bud, and carely bloſſoms bore, 
And all the quire of brrds aid ſweetly fing, 

And told that gardins pleaſures in their caroling. 


2 
And ſhee, more ſweet then :- bird on bough, 
Would oftentimes emongſt them beare a part, 
And firiue to paſle (as ſhee could well enough) 
Their native muſick by her skilfull art : 
So did ſhe all, that might his cooſtanthart 
Wirh-draw from thought of warlike enterpriſe, 
And drowne 1n diflolute delights apart, 
Where noylſe of armes, or view of Martiall guiſe 
Might not reviue defire of =” ghtly exerciſe. 
2 


But hee was wiſe, and __ of her will, 
And euer held his hand ypon his hart: 
Yet would not ſcene {o rude, and thewed ill, 
As to deſpiſe ſo courteous ſeeming part, 
T hat gentle Lady did to him impart; 
Butfayrely tempring, fond defire ſubdewd, 
Andeuer {er dere to depart. 
She liſt not heare, bur her diſports purſewd, 
And cuer bade him ftay, till time the tide renews, 


27 
And now by this, Cymechles howre was ſpent, 
That "Aroma out of his idle G—_—_ 
And ſhaking off his drowſie dreriment, 
Gan him av1ze, how ill did him beſeeme, 
In ſlothfull fleepe his molten hart to ſteme, 
And quench the brond of his concciued ire. 
Tho vp he ſtarted, ſtird with ſhame extreme, 
Ne ſtayed for his Damlell to inquire, 
But marched to the ſtrond, there paſſage torequize. 
28 


And in the way, he with Sir Guyon met, 
Accompanyde with Phedriathe faire : 
Eftloones he ganto Lp. and inly fret, 

Crying, Let be that Lady 
Thou recreant knight, and ſoone thy ſelfe prepaire 
To batraile, if thou meane her loue to gaine : 
Lo, lo already, how the fowles in aire 
Doeflock, _— ſhortly to obtaine 
Thy carcafle for their prey, the guerdon of thy paine. 


2 

And there-withall he kercely ar him flew, 

And with important outrage him aſlayld ; 

Who,ſooneprepar'dto fiefI,his ſword forth drew, 

And him with equall value counteryayld : 

Their mighty ſtroakes their habericons diſmayld, 

And naked made each others manly ſpalles; 

The morrall ſteele deſprteouſly entayld 

Deepe in their fleſh, quite through the iron walles, 
That a large purple ſtreame adowne their giambeux Falles. 


0 

Cymochles, that had neuer _ before 

So puiſſant foe, with envious deſpight 

His proud preſumed force increaſed more, 

Diſdeigning to be held ſo long in fight; 

Sir Gwyon grudging not ſo much his might, 

As thoſe vakni y raylings, which he ſpoke, 

With wrathfull fire his courage kindled bright, 

Thereofdeuiſing ſhortly to be wroke, 
And doubling all bus powres, redoubled cuery ſtroke. * 


1 

Both of them highatronce ek hands enhaunſt, 

And both attonce their huge blowes downe did ſway 

Cymochles (word on Gwyons ſhield yglaunc't, | 

And thereof nigh one quarter ſheard away; 

But Gwyons blade ſo fierce did play 

Onth'others helmet; which as Titan ſhone, 

That quite it cloue his plumed creſtin tway, 

And bared all his head vnto the bone ; 
Where-wuh aſtoniſht, ſtill he ſtood as ſenſelefle ſtoneg 


; 2 
Stall as he ood, faire Phediis, that beheld 
Thar deadly , ſoone atweene them ran ; 
And at their feet her ſelfe moſt humbly feld, 
Crying with pittious voyce, ahd count'nance wan ; 
Ah,weal-away ! moſt noble Lords, how can 
Your cruell eyes endure ſo pirrious ſight, 
To ſhed your lives on ground ? wo worth the man, 
Thar firſt did teach the curſed ſteele to bighr 
In his owne fleſh, and make way tothe liuing ſpright. 


£ 
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If cucrloue of Ladic did ——_ 
Your yron breaſtes, or pittie could finde place, | 
Withhold your bloudic bands from battell fierce, - 
And fith for me ye fight,to me this grace 
Both yeeld,to ſtay your deadly ſtrife a ſpace. 
= ſtayd a whule : and forth ſhe gan proceed: 
Moſt wretched woman,and of wicked race, 


Thatam the author of this hainbus deed, ( breed: 
And cauſe of death betweene two doughtie knights doe 


34 
But if for me ye fight, vr me will ſcrue, 
Not this rude kind of battell,nor theſe armes 
Are met, the which doe men in bale toſteruc, 
And dolefull ſorrow heape with deadly harmes ; 
Such crucll game my ſcarmoges dilarmes : 
Another warre,and other weapons 1 
Doe loue, where loue docs gue his fweetalarmes, 
Without bloudſhed,and wherethe enemic 
Docs yeeld ynto his foca pleaſant yiftorie. 


5 

Debatcfull ſtrife, and onieantic | 
Thefamousname of knighthoodfowly ſhend; 
But louely peace, and gentle amitie, 
And in Amours the paſſing hourcs to ſpend, 
The mightic Martiall hands doe moſt commend ; 
Of loue they cuer greater gloric bore, 
Then of their armes : Mars is Cupidoesfrend, 
And is for Venus loucs renowmed more 


Then all his wars and ſpoyles,the which he did of yore. 


6 
Therewith ſhe ſweetly ſmyſ'4. They, though full bene 
Toprouc extremities of bloudic fight, 
Yerat her ſpeach their rages ganrelcat, 
And calmethe ſea of ther tempeſtuous ſpight; 
Such powre haue pleaſing words : ſuch is the might 
Of courtcous clemencic in gentle hart. 
Now after all was ccaſt, the Facric knight 
 Beſoughtthar Damzclltuffer him depart, 
And yeeld him readie paſſage to that other part. 


7 

Shenoleſle glad, then he Jckirous was 
Of his departure thence ; for of her ioy 
Andvaine ſhe ſaw he lighr did paſs, 
Afﬀoc of folly and immodeſttoy, 
Still ſolemne (ad, or ſtill diſd.ainefull coy 
Delightitg all inarmes and cruell warre, 
That herſweer peace and pleaſures did annoy, 
Troubled with terroar and ynquictiarre, 

That ſhe well pleaſed was thence to amouc bim farre. 


z8 
Tho, him ſhe brought and her (wiftbote 
which on waucs y » 
Taniheadeetennnes 
res needs us cs 
And to that Damzell thankes for reward. 
Vpoti that ſhore heſpied Ati» 
by his maiſter lefr,when late he far'd 
In Phedries ficcy barke oucr that perlous ſhard, 


Well could he him remetber ,fihof lite eq 


Henk bedhe ; ſharpedebatement made ; 
Streight gab he hi i Ap | em , 
As ſhephcards curre, thatin darke eucnings ſhade 
Hath tracted forth ſome beaſtez trades 
Vile Miſcreant (ſaid he) whither doeſt thou flle | 
The ſhame and death,which will thee ſoone invade? 
That arc thus foully fled from famous eacnue? 


With thar, he ſtffely ſhookek his ſteel-head dur: 
But ſober Guyon,bearing him ſoraile, _ ' 
Though ſomewhat moued 18 his mightie hart, 
Yer with ſtrong teaſon maiſtred \fraile, 
Backe to the ſtrond retyr'd. and there ſtill ſtayd, 
Awaiting paſſage, which him Late did faile ; 

The whites Cymochles with that wanton mayd 

The haſtic heat of his auow'dreuenge 


I 

Whales there the yarler ſtood,he ſawfromfarre 
An armed knight, thattowards him faſt ran: 
He ran on foot,as if in lucklefle warre 
His Fam any was 1» him the victour wan 3 
Hee ſeemed breathlefleyharrleſle, faint,and wan, 
Andall his armour ſprinkled was withbloud, 
And ſoyld with dartic gore,thatno man can 
Dilcertie the hew thereof. He neuer ſtood, . 

But benthis haſtiecourſetowards the idle flogd. 


> 

Thevarlet ſaw,whet roche flood he came, 
How without Reporting hefiercelylept; 
And deepc himlcite beducked in the larne, 
Thatin the lake his loftie creſt was ſteeper; 
Ne pr Tome rene care he 
But with his raging armes hee faſhe, 
The wauecs TY, Ar all his — 


Thar all the bloud and filth 
Yer ſtill he berthe water;and the billowes 


Atin drew nigh, to weerwburitiictebing 
For tnuch he wondred atthat vncouth fight 
agony mar his owne deare 

1s owne deare Lor in fad plight, 
NR i 


Harrow now 


' 


A = rg a 
Ah be it ( ſaid he) from Pyrrbechles 
After purſewiog death once to require, 

Dethpfa agate becrraderelagghions FN 
z ; Pate, 


vs ry 


86 "THE . SECOND ©/BOOKE* OF 


Cant KA1L 


_ — 


-— 
Perdie, then it is fit for me ({aid he) 
Tharam,1I weene, moſt wretched man alue: 
Burning inflames, yet'no flames can I ſee, 
Anddynng daily, daily yet reuiuc : 
O Atin, «7 to melaſt death to giue. 
The rarletat his plaintwas gricu'd ſolore, 
That his deepe wounded hartin'two did riue, 
And his owne health remembring now no more, 
Didfollow that enſample which he blam'd afore. 
6 


4 

Into the lake he lept,his Lord to a d, 

(So loue the dread of daunger doth deſpiſe) 

And of him catching hold, him ſtrongly ſtayd 

From drowning; But more happic he, then wiſc 

Of that ſeas nature did him not auiſe. 

The wayes thereof ſo flowe and ſloggiſh were, 

Engroſt with mud, which did them foule agriſe, 

That cuexie werghtie thing they did vpbeare, 
Ne ought moxe euer finkedowne to he omen there. 


47 
Whules thus they ſtruggled in that idle waue, 
And ſtrouein vaine, the one himſelfe to drowne, 
The other both from drowning for to ſaue; 
Lo, to that ſhore ane in an auncient gowne, 
Whoſe hoane locks great grauitic Jid crowne, 
Holding in kand a goodly arrmpg ſword, 
fortune came, led with the troublous ſowne : 
ere drenched deepe he found in that dull ford 
Thecarcfull ſeruant, ſtring with his raging Lord. 
8 


4 
Him Atin ſpying,knewe right well of yore, 
And loudly cald Helpe helpe, © Archimage; 
To ſane my Lord,in wretched plight toriore; 
Helpe with thy hand, or with thy 
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Weake hands, but counſell is moſt ſtrong in age. 
Him when the old man faw,he wondred fore, 
To ſee Pyrrbochlesthereſo rudely rage : 
Yer fithens helpe,he ſaw, he needed more 

Then pittie,he in baſte approached to theſhore, 


49 
Andcald ; Pyrrbechles, whatis this, I fee ?- -\ 
Whar helliſh Furic hath at carſt thee hent? - 
Furious cuer I thee knew to bee, 
Yer neuer in this ſtraunge aſtoniſhment. - 
Theſe flames, theſe flames (he cryde)do me torment. 
What flames (quoth he) when I theepreſentlee, 
In danger rather to be drent, then brent? 
Harrow, the flames,which me conſume ({aid hee) 
Ne can be quencht, within my ſecretbowels bee. 


50 
That curſed man, that cruell feend of hell, 
Furor,oh Furor, hath me thus bedighr : 
His deadly wounds within my huer (well, 
And his hot fire burnes in mine entrails bright, 
Kindled through his infernall brond of ſpight, 
Sith late with him Thbatteil vain would boite; 
That now weene Towes dreaded thunder light 
Does ſcorch not halfe ſo fore, nor damned ghoſte 
In laming Phlegetondoes not (ofelly rote. 


(1 

Which when as Archimago heard, his priefe 

He knew right well,and hum attonce difarmd : 

Then ſearcht his ſecret wounds, and made a priefe 

Of euerie place, that was with bruſing h : 

Or with the hidden fire too inly warmd. 

Which done, he balmes and herbes thereto applyde, 

And euermore with mightie ſpelsthem charm, 

That 1n ſhort ſpace he has them qualifyde, 
And him reſtor'd to health,that would haue algates dyde. 
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And couer'd heauen with hideous dreriment, 

Vpon his card and compals firmes bis eye, 

T he maiſters of his lon 6. 

And to them does the ſteady helme apply, 
Bidding bis winged veſlell faircly forwasd fly: 
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So Gwyon hauing loſt his truſtie guide, God of the world and worldlings I me call, 
Late left beyond that Ydle lake, proceedes Great Mammon, greateſt god belowe the sky, 
Yet on his way, of none accompanide 3 That of my plenne poure out vntoall, 
And cuermorc himſelfe with comfort feedes, And vnto none my graces doe cnvie : 
Of his owne vertues, and prayſe-worthy deedes. Riches, renowme, andprincipaliti 
So long he yode, yet no adventure found, Honour, eſtate, and all this worldes good, 
Which Fame of her ſhrill trumper worthy reedes : For which men (wink cndfvecticceuacy, 
For, ſtill he trauaild through wide waſtefull ground, Fro me doe flowe intoan ample flood, 
That nought but delert wildernefle ſhew'd all around. And inthe hollow carth hauetheir cternall brood. 
bl 
Ar laſt, he came vnto a Joomla de, Wherefore if me thou _—_ to ſerue and ſew, 
Couer'd with boughes & s from heauens light, Atthy commaund loe all theſe mountaines bee; 
VVhere-as he fitung found, inſectet ſhade, Or if to thy great mind, or greedy view, 
An vncouth, ſalvage, and vnciuill wight, All theſe may not ſuffice, there ſhall ro thee 
Of gricly hew, and foulc ill fauour'd fight; Tenne times ſo much be numbred franke and free. 
His face with ſmoake was tand, and eyes were bleard, Mammon, {aid hee, thy godheads yaunt is yaine, 
His head and beard with ſour were ill bedight, And idle offers of thy golden fee; 
His coale-black hands did feemeto haue been ſeard To them that cover luch eye-glutting gaine, 
In Smithes fire-{perting forge,& nailes like clawes appeard. Proffter thy gifts, and fitter ſeruaunts entertaine. 
þ : Tg 
His iron coate all overgrowne with ruſt, Me ill befits, that in der-doing armes, 
Was vnderneath enveloped with gold, And honours ſuit my vowed dayes doe ſpend, 
Whoſe gliſtring gloſle darkned with filthy duſt, Vnto thy bountious bayres, and pleaſing charmes, 
Wellit appeared to haue been of old With which weake men thou witcheſt, to attend : ® 
Aworke of rich entaile, and curious mold, —_— of worldly muck doth foully blend 
VVoucn with anticks and wild Imagery : And lowe abaſe the high heroick ſpright, 
And in his lap a maſs of coyne he told, That ioyes for crownes and kingdomes tocontendz 
And turned vplidowne, to feed his eye Faire ſhields, BY ſteedes, bright armes bec my delight: 
An1 couctous deſire with his huge threafury. Thoſe be the riches firfor an adyent'rous knight, | 
5 It 
And round about him lay on euery fide Vaine-glorious Elfe, ſaid he, dooſt notthou weer, 
Great heapes of gold that neuer could be ſpent : That money can thy wants at will ſupply ? 
Of which, ſome were rude ower, not punfide Shields, ſteeds, and armes, and all pin for thee mect 
Ot Mulcibers devouring element; It can puruay in twinkling of an eye ; 
Some others were new ; conn and diſtent And crownes and kingdomes to thee multiply. 
Into great Ingoes, and to wedges ſquare 3 Doe nor I Kings create, & throwe the crowne 
Some 1n round plates withouten moniment; Sometimes to him, that lowe in duſtdoth ly? 
But moſt were ſtamprt, and in their metall bare And him that raignd, into his roome thruſt downe, 
Theemiquelſhapes of Kings and Kelars ſtrange &rare. And whom Iluſt, doe heape with glory and renowne? 
6 12 
Soone as he Guyon ſaw, in great affright All otherwiſe, ſaid he, I riches read, 
And haſte he role, for to remoue atide And deeme them roote of all diſquietneſle; 
Thoſe prertious hils from ſtrangers envious ſight, Firſt gotwith guile, and then prelery'd with dread, 
And downe them poured through an hole full wide, And after ſpent with pride andlaviſhneſſe, 
Into the hollow earth, them there to hide. Leauing behind themgriefe and heauinefle. 
Burt G0» lightly to him leaping, ſtayd Infinite miſchiefes of them doe ariſe; 
His hand, that trembled, as one 4 I ; Strife, and debate, bloudſhed, and bitterneſſe, 
And, though himlelfe were at the fight diſmaid, Ourrag1ous wrong, and helliſh couetiſe, 
Yethumperforcereſtrain'd, and to him doubrtull ſaid. That noble hatt (as great diſhonour) doth deſpile. 
7 I 
What art thou man (if man at all thou art) Ne thine be kingdomes, ne the ſcepters thine; | 
That hcere in deſert haſt thine habitaunce, But realmes and rulers thou dpoſt both confound, 
And theſcrich heapes of wealth dooſthide apart And _ truth to treaſon dooſt incline; 
From the worlds eyc, and from her right hoe ? Witnelfſe the guiltlefle bloud pour'd 0005 
Thereat, with ſtaring cyes fixed aſcaunce, The crowned often ſlaine, the ſlayer cx G 
In great diſdaine, hee anſwerd; Hardy Elfe, The ſacred Diademe in peecesrent, 
That dareſt view my direfull countenaunce, And page robe gored with many a wound ; 
I read theeraſh, apd heedlefſe of thy (elfe, Caſtles ſurpriz'd, great Cities ſackr and brent : 


Totrouble my ſtill ſcate, and heapes of pretious pelfe. So mak'ſt _ kings, & gaineſt wrovgfull government. | 
| 3. Long 


8 THE SECOND BOOKE OF F{wntV 1 


14 
Long wereto tell the troublous ſtormes, that toſle 
The priuare ſtate, and make the life vnſweet : 
Who felling fayles in Caſpian fea doth crolle, 
Andin fraile waod on Adrian gulfe doth fleet, 
Doth not (I weene) ſo many cuils meer. 
Then M art:mon wexing wroth, And why then, ſaid, 
Are mortall menſo fond and vadiſcreet, 
So cuill thing toſecke vnto their ayd, 
And hauing not complaine, and hauing itypbrayd ? 


I5 
Indeed, quoth he, through fouleintemperance, 
Fraile men are oft captiu'd to couetile : 
But would they thinke, with how ſmall allowance 
br ro —_—_ doth her (elfc ſuffice, 
Such ſuperfluities would deſpiſe, 
Which with fad —_ oy natine 10yes : 
At the Well head the pureſt ſtreames ariſe : 
But mucky filth his branching armes annoyes, 
And with yncomely weeds the gentle wauc accloyes. 
16 


The antique world, in his firſt lowring youth, 
Found no defeCt in his Creators grace; 
But with glad thanks, and vtreproued truth, 
The gifts of ſoucraigne bountie did embrace: 
Like Angels life was then mens happy calc; 
But later ages pride (like corne-Fed fred) 
Abus'd her plenty, and fatiwolne cncreaſe 
To all licentious luſt, and gan exceed 

The meaſure of her meane, and naturall firſt nerd. 


17 
Then gana curſed hand thequiet wombe 
Of his great Grandmother with ſteele to wound, 
And the hid threafures in her ſacred tombe, 
With Sacriledge to dig. Therein he found 
Fountaines ot gold and filver to abound, 
Of which the nzarter of his huge defire 
And pompous pride eftſoones he did compound ; 
Then ararice gan through his veines inſpire 
His greedy flames, and kindled life-deyouring fire. 
8 


I 
Soune, ſaid he then, let be thy bitter ſcorne, 
And leauethe rudencſle of thatantique age 
To them, that liu'd thercin in ſtate torlorne; 
Thou that dooſtime in later times, muſt wage 
Thy works for wealth, an life for gold cngage. 
If then thee liſt my offred grace to vie, 
Take what thou plealc of all this ſurpluſage; 
If thee hiſt nor, leaue haue thou to retule : 
Bur thing refuſed, doe not afterward accuſe. 


19 

Me liſtnor, ſaid the Elfin knight, receaue 
Thing offred, till I knowe it well be oor: 
Ne wote1, but thou didſt theſe goods bereaue 
From rightfull porcys lot, 
Or that bloud-guiltineſſe or guile them blot. 
Perdy, quoth he, yctnever eye did view 
Netonguedid tell, nehand thele handlednot, 
But ſafe I haue them keptin ſecret mew, 


From heauens ſight, and powre of all which them purſew. Here Sleep, there Riches, & Hel-gate them both —_ 


20 
What ſecret place, quoth he, can ſafely hold 
So huge a maſs, and hide from heauens eye ? 
Or where haſt thou thy wonne, that ſo. much gold 
Thou canſt preſerue from wron robbery ? 
Come thou, quoth he, and ſce. To. by and by 
Through that thick covert he himled, andfound 
A darkelome way, which no man could deſtry, 
That deepe deſcended through the hollow ground, 
And was with dread and horrour compaſled around. 
21 
Ar length they cameinto a larger ſpace, 
The frecchr itſelfe into an = Plaine, 
Through which a beaten broad high way didtrace, 
Thar ſtraightdid lead to Plwtoes gneſly raigne : 
By that wayes fide, there fate infernall Paine, 
And faſt befide him fate tumultuous ſtrife : 
The one, in hand an iron whip did ftraine; 
_ The other brandiſhed a bloudy knife, 
And both did gnaſh their teeth, and both did threaten life. 
22 
On th'other ſide, in one conſort there fate 
Cruell Revenge, and rancorous Deſpight, 
Diſloyall Treaſon, and hart-burnin Hate : 
But gnawing lealoufic,out of their fight 
Sitting alone, his birrer lips did bight, 
And trembling Feare ſtillro and fro did fly, 
And found no place, where ſafe he road! him might, 
Lamenting Sorrow did in darkneſlelye, 
And Shame be vgly face did hide from lining eye. 


2 

And over them ſad Horrour Sh grim hew, 

Did alwaies ſore, beating his iron wings ; 

And after him, Owles and Night-ravens flew, 

The hatefull meſſengers of heauie things, 

Of death and dolourtelling ſad tydings ; 

Whiles ſad Celeno,fitting on a clitt, 

A ſong of bale apd bitter ſorrow ſings, 

That ws of flint alunder could haue rift : 
Which hauing ended, after him ſhe flycth (wift. 


24 
All theſe beforethe gates of Plutolay, 
By whom they paſling, ſpake ynto them noughr. 
But th'Elfin knight with wonder all the way 
Did feede his eyes, and fild his inner thought. 
Artlaſt, him to alittle dore he brought, 
That to the gate of Hell, which gaped wide, 
Was next oLoyaing, ne them parted ought : 
Betwixt them both was but a little ſtride, 
That did the houſe of Riches from hell-mouth diuide. 


25 

Before the dore fate ſelfe-conſuming Care, 
Day and night keeping wary watch and ward, 
Forfeare leaſt Force or Fraud ſhould vnaware 
Breake in, and ſpoyle the threaſure there in gard : 
Ne would he ſuifer Sleepe once thither-ward 
Approche, albe his drowfie den were next; 
For, next to death is Sleepeto be compar'd: 
Therefore bis houſe is vnto his annext; 
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So ſoone as Mammon there arriu'd, the dore 

To him did open, and afforded way ; 

Him followed ke Sir Guyon eyermore, 

Ne darkenefle him, ne danger mught diſmay. 

Soone as he entred was, the dore ſtraight way 

Did ſhut, and from behindit forth therelepr 

An vgly fiend, more foule then diſmall day, 

The which with monſtrous ſtalke behind ham ſtept, 
And cucr as he went, due watch vpon hum kepr. 


27 

Well hoped he, cre long that hardie gueſt, 
If ever couetous hand, or luſtfull eye, 
Or lips helayd on thing. has lik't hum beſt, 
Or euer {leepe bis eye-itrings did vatie, 
Should be his prey. And therefore ſtill on hie 
He ouer him 61d hold his cruell clawes, 
Threatnipg with greedy gripe trodoe him dic, 


And rend in pececeswith his raucnous pawcs, 


it eucr he tranſgrell the farall Stygian lawes. 
2 


$ 
That houſes forme within was rude and ſtrong, 
Like an huge Caue, hewne outof rocky chtt, 
From whole rough vaut the ragged breaches hong, 
Emboſt with mally pold of porn gi 
And with rich metall loaded cuery rift, 
Thath ruine they did ſeemeto threat; 
And over them Arachne hioh did lift 
Her cunning web, and (pred herſubtilenet, 


Enwrapped intoule ſmoak & clowdes more black then Tet. 


2 
Both roofe, and floore, and hs were all of gold, 
But oyergrowne with duſt and old decay, 
And hid 1n darkenefle, that none could behold 
The hew thereof: for, view of chearefull day 
Did hever in that houlc it (elie diſplay, 
But a faint ſhadow of yncertainehghe ; 
Such as a lamp, whoſe life does fade away : 
Or as the Moone cloathed with clowdy night, 
Does ſhew to him, that walkes infeare and (ad afight. 
O 
In all that roome was nothing to be ſeene, 
Buc huge great ron cheſts and coffers ſtrong, 
All bard with double bends, thatnone weene 
Them to efforce by violence or wrong; 
On euery {ide they placed werealong. 
Bur all the ground with ſculs was ſcattered, 
And dead mens bones, which round aboutwere flong, 
Whole liues (itſeemed) whilome there were ſhed, 
And their vile carcaſes now left ynburied. 


| : | 
They forward paſle, ne Guyen yet ſpake word, -- . 
Till that they came vato anon dore, 
Which to them opened of it owne accord, 
And ſhew'd of rickes ſuch exceeding ſtore, 
As eye of man did neuer ſee before; | 
Ne cuercould within one place befound, 
Though all the wealth, which is, or was of yore, 
Could gathered be through all the world around, 
And thar Bone were added to that ynder ground. 


38 
Thec thereof vato a cquerousSpright .. *- ' 
on ates ra cg} hereby did atrend, 
And warily awaited da ind night, WINE 
From other couctous ir ro 
Who irto rob and ranſack did intend. . | 
Then Mammon, turning to that warriour, ſaid 3 , 
Loe, heere the worldez bliſs: loe; hecre the end, 
To which all men doe ayme, rich to be made: 
Such grace now to be happy, is before thee laid. 


Certes, ſaid he, I oil thine Sked grace, ' 


Ne to be made ſo do intend : 

Another bliſs before nune eyes I place, 
Another happineſle, another end, ' _. 

To them, thar liſt, theſe baſe regards lend: 
LAG oopanamye Tgss (kad og | 


Doexather chooſe my flicring houres-to ſpend... /. 
And to bs Lord of the, tharriches haugy TT 


Then them to haue my (elfe, nd be theis ſeruile Qawel | 


34 
ng t 


Thereat the fiend his gnaſhuog teeth did jon: ob 
And grieu'd, io long to 4 per moe 


For, well he weene «hs (6 glopane haye ' 
Would tempt his gueſt;zc thereof allay : 
Had he ſo doen; he had him ſaarcht away, 


More lighe then Culyer io the Faulcoos fiſt. + + | +1 
(E | 


God thee Gyetrom ſuch decay, )- F115! 
But when-as Mammon-{aw, hi emfty |. -.'/ 
Him to: enarap vawares auother way wiſts) 111, 7 


Thence, forward ke him ki andtho 
Vnto another roome; whoſe dore forthiighs! | , 1 
To him;did open, asit had been taught ; .. - 
Therein an hundred; au weren pigbr, > 1% 

And hundred forucrallrningbrpies | 
By cuery fornace many fiends did bide, 


Conde in Gadd oc... 21d D 
mn 


S pancs 
Tomelr the golden way 
3 ; 


killing are, 
ad 


camie;” 
Some ſtird the molten owre with ladles $i: 
And euery one did {wink, and euery one did fw 


7 
But when as carthly wight th ent law, 
Loans 


Gliſtng 1n armes 


Ther ſtaring eyes 
Fre. ic 


Ther werei nothin ve, he wo! Te 
Till duh beat Kiowa 
4: 
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Behold, thou Facrics "RS. with mortall eye, 

Thatliuing eye before did neuer ſee : 

The thing that thou didſt crane fo earneſtly 

(To weet, whence all the wealth late ſhewd by mee, 

Procceded) lo, now is reveald to thee. 

Heere is thefountaine of the worldez good : 

Now therefore, if thou wilt enriched be, 

Aviſe thee well,and change thy wilfuli mood, 
Leaſt thou perhaps heercafter wiſh, and be withſtood. 


| Suffice it then, thou Money-GoJ ,quoth hee, 
That all thine idle offers Trefule. 
All that I need Thaue ; what needeth mee 
To covet more then Thaue cauſe to vie ? 
With ſuch vairicthewes thy worldlings vile abuſe : 
But giuemmeleaue to followe mine cmpriſe. 
Manonon was much dilpleaſd, yetno'te he chuſe 
But beare the rigour of fi bolt meſpiſe, * 
And thence himfotwatd td, him furtherro enrife, 


So 
He brought hirri through a'darkſome narrow ftrait, 
To a broadigate; all bu; r of beaten noe -- 75 * 
The gate was open; but therein did wait - © - 7 
A ſturdy villaine, ſtriding ſtifieand bold, ** } 
As if the higheſt God defice he would ; 7 
In his riphthand an iron club he held, - 2 be 
But hehim(elfe was all of golden mol, £4 
Yet had both life andſenle, ani well could weld 
Thar curſed weapon, when his cruell foes he queld;” 


| 4r 
Diſdainehecalled was, and did difdaine 
To beſo cal, and who fo did bimcall : - 
Sterne was to ſooke, and full of ftomack yaine; 
His portanceterrible, and ftaturerall, ' © , * 
Far paſſing th/height of mentetreſtiall; * _ 
Like an huge Giant of the Titansrace, _— 
That made him ſcorne all creatures great and ſmall, 
And with his pride all others powre deface: 
; Morchit amongſtblack Sendo then' men ro bane bis place. 


| 42 
Soone as thoſe glitterand armes he did efpy, 

| That with their brightneſſe made that darknefle light, 

His harmefull cub he ganto hurrle hie, 

And threaten bartrell ro the Faerie knight; 

Who likewiſe gan himſelfe to batraile dight, 

Till Mammon did his haſtic hand with-hold, 

And counſcld him abſtaine from perilous fight: 


Ne mortall ſteele emperce his miſcreated mold. 


For, nothing might abaſh the villaine bold, \ 


SE... 

So, having him with reaſon oacifile: | 

And the fierce Carle commannding to forbeare, 

He brought him in. The roome was large and wide, 

As itſome Gyeld orfolemne Temple were: 

Many great golden pillours did ypbeare 

The maſly rocfe, and riches huge ſuſtaine : 

And euery pillour decked was full deare 

With crownes and Diadems,& titles vaine, (raigne. 
YVhich mortall Princes wore, whiles they on carth did 


Arout of people there aſſemble? were, 
Of cuery ſortand nation vAder aky, 
Which with great yprore preaced to draw neare 
To th'ypper part, where was advaunced hie 
A ſtately fiege of ſoucraigne maicſtic; 
And thereon fate a woman gorgeous gay, 
And richly clad in robes of royaltie, 
Thar neuer earthly Prince in ſuch array 
His glory did enhaunce,and pompouy pride diſplay. 


- . 

Her face right wondrous P34 didſecemeto bee, 

That her broad beauties beame great brightnes threw 

Through the dim ſhade, that all mea mightitſce; 

Yet was not that fame her owne natiuc hew, 

But wrought by art and counterfetted ſhew, 

Thereby more louers vnrto herto call; 

Nath'lefſe, moſt heauenly faire in deed and view 

She by creation was, till the did fall; (all 
Thencctorth ſhe ſought for helps to cloke her crime with- 


46 

There, as in gliſtring glory ſhe did fir, 
She helda great of chaine ylinked well, 
Whoſe vpper end to higheſt heauen was knit, 
And lowerpartdidreachto loweſthell ; 
And all thatpreace did round about her {well, 
To catchen hold of that long chaine, thereby 
Toclimbe aloft, and others to excell : 
That was Ambition, raſh deſire to ſtie, 

And cuery linke thereof a ſtep of dignitic. 


47 

Some thought to raiſe themſelues to high degree, 
By riches and vnrighteous reward, 
Some by cloſe ſhouldrivg, ſome by flatterce; 
Others through friends, others tor baſe regard 3 
And all, by wrong wayes, for themſclues prepar'd. 

F "ae that were vp themlelues, kept others lowe, 
hoſe that were lowe A others hard, 

Ne ſuffred them toriſe or greater growe, 

Burt cuery one did ſtriuc his fellow downe to throwe. 


48 
Which, when as Guyon ſaw, he gan enquire, 
What meanr they preace ad. that adies throne, 
And whatſhewas that did ſo high aſpire. 
Him Mammon anſwered ; That goodly one, 
Whom all that folke with ſuch contention 
Doe flock about, my deare, my daughteris 3 
Honour and dignitie from her alone, 
Deriued are, and all this worldez bliſs 
For which ye men doeftriue : few get, but many mils, 


And faire Philotime ſhee rightly hight, 
The faireſt wightthar wonneth vnder sky, 
But that this darkſomeneather world herlight 
Doth dim with horrour and deformitic, 
VVorthy of heauen and high felicitie, 
From whence the gods haue her for envic thruſt : 
Bur fith thou haſtfound fauour in mineeye, 
Thy fpouſe I will her make, if thatthou luſt, 
That ſhe may thee adyaunce for works and merites juſt. 


Gramercy 
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Gramercy Mammon,{aid the gentle knight, 
For ſo great grace and offred high eſtate ; 
But I, that am fraile fleſh and earthly wight, 
Vnworthy match forluch immortall mate 
My ſelfe well wote, and mine vnequall fatez 
And were I nor, yet is my trouth yplight, 
And loue auowdto other Lady late, 
Thattoremoue theſame I haueno might : 


To chaunge loue caulelefle,is reprocheto warkke knight. 


(1 
Mammon emmoued was with inward wrath ; 
Yerforcing itto faine, him forth thence led 
Through gidly ſhadowes by a beaten path, 
Into a gardin goodly garniſhed 
With hearbs and fruits,whoſe kinds mote not be red: 
Nortlſuch, as earth out of her fruitfull woomb 
Throwes foorth ro men, ſweet and well ſauoured, 
Bur direfull deadly blacke both leafe and bloom, 
Fitto adorne the dead, and deckethe drery toombe. 
(2 
There mournfull Cypreſſe grew in greateſt ſtore, 
And trees of batter Gall,and Heben (ad, 
Dead ſleeping Poppre,and blacke Hellebore, 
Cold Coloquintida, and Tetra mad, 
Morcall Samnit,and Cicuta bad, 
Which-with th' vnjuſt Atheniens made to dy 
Wile Socrates,who thereof quaſhng glad 
Pourd our his life,and laſt Philoſop Wy 
To the faire Critias his deareſt Belanne. 


The Gardin of Proſerpina this hight; 
And in the midſt thereof a filuer (cat, 
With a thicke Arbour goodly oucrdight, 
In which ſhe often ed from open heat 
Her felfe to ſhroud,,and pleaſures to cntrear. 
Next thereunto did growe a goodly tree, 
With braunches broad diffpred, and body great, 
Clothed with leaues, thar none the wood mote ce 


And loaden all with fruit as thicke as it might bee. 


54 
Their fruitwere golden apples gliſtring bright, 
That goodlywas their glorieto behold, 
On earth like neuer grew,ne liuing wight 
Like cuer ſaw,burt they from hencewere fold , 
For thoſe, which Hercwles with conqueſt bold 
Got from great Atlas daughters, hence began, 
And planted there,did bring forth fruit of gold ; 
And thoſe with which th' Ewbzan young man wan, 
Swift Atalanta,when through craft he her out-ran, 


ſ5 
Here alſo ſprong that goodly golden fruit, 
With which Acontius got hus louer trew, 
Whom he had long time ſought with fruitleſle ſuit : 
Here cke thatfamous golden Apple grew, 
The which emongſt the gods falle Ate threw; 
For whichth' Idean Ladies dilagreed, 
Till partiall Pars dempr it Venus dew, 
And had (of her) faire Helen for his meed, 
That many noble Greekes and Trojans made to bleed. 


6 ' . oo 
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Which to behold, he clomb vp to the banke, 


— — —_— ” _ 
Thar drenched lay full deepe,vnder the Garden fide. 
58 

Deepe was he drenched to the vpmoſt chin, 


He daily dyde,yerneuerrhr ' dycn courh. y | | 
The khight,him ſeeing labbwtf | 1 


Of grace I pray thee,giue ny = dninketo ' 
Nay may, thou greedic Tantelus he) | q 

_ : 

| 

| 


4s auhour of vaiuticeghere ro let him ye 7 
Heelookralhilefintanabde 


So lolt his labour yaineand idle induſtrie. 


cl #4 


So faire and grear, that ſhadowed all the + 
And his broad braunches, laden with rich fee;  * | 
DINE 
is great gardin,compaſt with a mound, 8>©| 

Which on ] themſelues did ficepe, 
In a blacke flood which flow'd abott itrounds 
—T , *7p 3 
w many ſoules do c watleand weepe: : 


In thole ſad waues; which direfull deadly 
Tharmich their pintons eyes, xdyllng hit 
, twi . itt10us , and - L 
They made heat onadndes wide: : 
Emongſt the reſt of thoſe ſame ruetull Gghts, '' | 


al 
prey nnancen ys fp ory] 3 


Yer gaped ſbll, as coucting todrinke 

Of the cold liquor,which he wadedin, 

And —_ forth his hand,did often thinke 
Toreachthe truir,which the brunke : 
Did flie c,and made him vaitely <4 
The whiles he ſteru'd with hunger and with tou 


= my 


{> invaine, 
xe he was, and what he meant thereby: | 
Who,gromng deepe, thhs atifivered him againe; 

Moſt TI all came ar cbyes 1114 4 


Lo,7Tante/#s,l here tormented lye : 

Ofwhom high Ioue woyour ur a6 SY ON 
Lo here I now for want of food doe dye: 
Bur if that thou be ſuch, $1 thee ſee; 


ties" © 


the fortune of thy p 
Enſample be of mind in b 
To teach them how to vſetheir preſent ſtate. 


Then gan the curſed wretch aloud tocry, 


igheſt Jowe and ingrate, JI 
And cke | hen bends Cf 


de 
Another wretch,whoſe | 
Within the riuer,which the rome, uroge 
But both his hands, moſt filthie feculent, 
Aboue the water were on high extent, 
And faynd to waſh themſclues inceſſantly; vin 
Yet nothing cleaner were for ſuch intent, 77 
But rather ſeemed tothe eye; 


— _ 
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The knight him calling,asked who he was, 
Wig m—_ head,him anſwered thus : 
I eam, the falſeſt Iudge, alas, 
Andmoſtrainſ, that by vnrighteous | 
wicked doome,to Iewes deſpiteous 

Declincred vp the Lord of lifeto die, 
And did acquite a murdrer felonous ; 

| __ Thewhiles my hands Iwaſhtinpuritic, 

| Thewhiles my foule was ſoy1d with foule iniquitie. 


| 6 
| Infinite moe, tormented in ſike paine 
Hethere bchel4, roo long here to betold : 
Ne Mamnien would there lethim long remaine, 
'  Forterrourof thetortures numfold, 
' Inwhichthedamned foules he did behold, 
[{' Butroughly him beſpake. Thou fearefull foole, 
; Why takeſt not of that ſame fruit of gold, 
; Nelitteſt downe qn that ſame filuer ſtoole, 
| Toreſtthy wearie perſon,in the ſhadow coole? 
| 6 


| 4 

| All whichbe did;to dochim deadly £11! 

| trage ntemperance through Lofull bayt; 

| | if heinclived had ar all, 

I fecnd,which did behind him yayr, 
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Would him hauerent inthouſand peeces ſtrayt; 
But he was wanie wiſe 1n all his _ 
And well perceiued his deceiptfull Nleight, 
Ne ſuffered luſt his ſafetieto betray 
So goodly did beguile the Guyler of the pray. 
Pg 


5 
And now he hasſo long remained there, 
That vitall powres gan weze both weake and wat, 
For want of food, and ſlcepe; which two vpbeare, 
Like mighrie pillours, this traile life of man, 
Thar none without the ſame enduren can. 
For, now three dayes of men were full outwroughtg 
Since he this hardy enterprize began : | 
For-thy great Mammon tairely he belought, 
Into the world to guide him backe, as he him brought, 
66 
The God,though loth,yer was conſtraindt'obay : 
For lenger time, then that,no living wight, 
Belowe the earth, might luffred beto ſtay: 
So backe againe, him brought to living Fehr. 
Bur all ſo ſoone as his en feebled fprighe 
Gan ſucke this vitull aire into his breſt, 
As ouercome with too exceeding might, 
The hc did flit away out of her neſt, 
And all his ſenſes were with deadly fit oppreſt. 


_ 
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we dE, Sir Geyon,laid in ſwowne, is by 
| NIV Fs CAerates ſonnes deſpoyld , 
DE 0 IWhom _Arthnr ſuone hath reskewed 


And Paynimbrethren fold. 


[OPS al in YENC —_ 
; : = : - —___ AB BL aw TT $ -*: 


7 
, +7 ik " ROE > > is 
NY | SDI ISS ck NISC 


FEFA 


©2h 1 
Ee Nd is there care inheauen? and is there loue 
D In heauenly ſpirits tothele creatures bale, 


Againſt foule feeds to 2ide vs nulitant? 
T hey for vs fight,they watch and dewly ward, 
And their bright Squadrons round abour vs plant, 


A That may compaſſion of their cuils moue ? And all for louc,and nothing for reward : ' 
T Ther is: <l{e much morewretched were the caſe O why ſhould heauenly God to men have ſuch regard? 
Of men,then beaſts. But 6 th' exceeding grace 
Of higheſt God!thar loucs his creatures fo; 


3 
During the while that Guyon did abide 


Andall lis workes with merciedoth.embrace, In Mammons houſe, the Palmer,whom whylere 
7 Thatbleſled P__ he ſctids to and fro, Thatwanton _—_ of paſlage had denide, 
Toſeruc to wicked mangto ſeruc his wicked fee. By further ſearch had paſlage found elſewhere; 


And being on his way,approched neare, 
Where Guyon lay in traunce,when ſuddenly 
He heard a voice,that called loud and cleare, 
Come hither, hither, © come haſtily ; 
Thar all the ficlds refounded with therucfull cry, 


| Z 
- How oft dothey, their filucr bawers leauc, 
Tocome 79 uccour vs, that ſuccour want ? 
0 


' How oft dothey,with golden pineons,cleane 
' Theflittiog deyes.ike dying Packuinent, 
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4 
The Palmer lent his carevnto the noyſe, 

To weet who called ſo importunely : 

Againe, he heard a more efforced voyce, 

That bade him come in haſte. He by and by 

His feeble feerdirefted to the cry ; 

Which to that ſhady delue him brought atlaſt, 

Where Mammon earſt did ſunne his threaſury : 

There the good Guyon be found flumbring faſt 
Inſenſeleflc dreame; which fight at firſt him fore agaRt. 


Beſide his head there ſate afire young man, 
Of wondrous beautie, and of freſheſt yeares, 
V Vhoſle tender bud to bloſſome new began, 
And flouriſh faire aboue his cquallpeares ; 
His {nowy front curled with golden haires, 
Like Phebus face adorn'd with ſunny rayes, 
Dwinely ſhone, and two winged ſheares, 
Decked with diuerſe plumes, like painted Iayes, 
Were fixed at his backe, to cur his ayerie wayes. 
6 


Like as Cwpide on Idean hill, 
V Vhen hauing laid his cruell bowe away, 
And morrall —_— where-with he doth * 
The world with murdrgus ſpoyles and bloudie pray, 
With his faire mother ſor 7 lights to play, wits 
And with his goodly ſiſters, Graces three ; 
The Goddeſleplealed with his wanton play, 
Suffers her ſelfe through fleepe beguil'd to bees 
The whales the other Lakes mand their merry glee 


7 
Whom when the Palmer ſaw, abaſht he was 
Through feare and wonder, that he nought could ſay, 
Till him the child beſpake, Loog lackr, alas, 
Hath been thy Euichfull aydein hard aflay, 
Whiles deadly fit thy pupill doth diſmay ; 
Beholdthis heauy ſight, thou reucrend Sirez 
But dread of death and dolour doe away ; 
For, life ere long ſhall to her home retire, 


10 

At laſt, he ſpyde where towards him did paſe 

Two Paynim knights, all arm'd as bright as «ky, 

And them befide an aged Sire did trace, 

And farre before 2 liphr-foot Page did fly, 

That breathed ſtrife and troublous ennuric ; 

Kan were Fa. ſonnes of Acratesold, 

oO mecting with Archi I 

Foreby that 1dle ſtrond, _— 

That he, which carſt them combarted, was Guyon bold. 


It 

Which to avenge onhim they dearely yow'd, . 
——ooya vena aw find; 
Falſe Archimage prouokt their courage proud, 
And ſtrife-full Atinin their ſtubborne mind 
Coales of contention and hotyengeance tind. 
Now been they come whereas the Palmerſate, 
Keeping that ſlumbred corſe tohim ; 
Well knew they both his perſon, fith 

With himin bloudy armes they raſhly did debate. 

I2 

Whom when Pyrrhochles ſaw, inflam'd with rage, 
That fire he toule'beſpake, Thou dotard nile 
That with thy brutcneſle ſhendſt thy comely age, 
Abandone ſ{oone, I read, the caitiuc ſpoile 
Of that ſame outcaſtcarcaſle, that erewhile 
Made itſelfe famous falſe trechery, 
And crownd his coward creſt with knightly tile; 
Loe where he now wy doth lye, 

To prouc hee liuedll, that did thus foully dye. 


I 
To whom the Palmer frdb anſwered; 
Certes, Sir Knight, ye been too much to blame, 
Fhus for to blotthe honour of the dead, 
And with foule cowardize his carcalle ſhame, 
Whoſe liuing hands immortaliz'd his name. 
Vile is the vengeance on theaſhes cold, 


And cnuy baſe, to barkeat ng fame : 
Was neuer wight, that at een tolde; 


And hee that breathlefſe ſeernes,ſhall courage bold reſpire. Your ſelfe his prowels prov'd & found him fierce &bold. 


8 

The e which God doth vnto me arret, 

Of his deare {afery, Itothee commend; 

Yet will I notforgoe, ne yer forget 

The care thereof (my ſelte) vnto the end, 

But cucrmore him ſuccour, and defend 

Againſt his foc and imine: watch thou I pray 3 

For, euill is at hand him to offend. 

So hauing ſaid, eftſoones he gan diſplay 
His painted nimble wings, and vanuſht quite away. 


9 
The Palmer ſceing his left empry place, 
And his loweeyes beguiled of their ſight, 
Woxe ſore affraid, and ſtanding ſhll a ſpace, 
Gaz'd after him,as fowle eſcap'tby flight ; 
Arlaſt,him turning to his _ ight, 
| 


With trembling hand his troubled pulle gantry 3 
V Vhere fnding bfe nor yer difl qught, 
He muchrcioyc't, and courdit ly, 


As chicken newly hatcht, from dreaded deſtiny. 


I 
Then ſayd Cymochles; Pal _ thou doeſtdote, 
Ne canſt of prowefle, ne of knighthood deeme, 
Saue as thou ſeeſt or hear'ſt: Bur, well I wote, 
all made extreeme ; 
etgold all is not, that doth 


And then due praiſe, ordue yield 

Bad therefore I ham deem, thatthus lics dead on field. 
is. 

Good or bad (gan his brother fierce reply) 

er abr ary year{ wg are 

Or whatdoth his bad death now fGatisfic 

The greedy hunger of r 0g ire, 

Sith wrathfull hand wrought nother owne defire ? 

herbs Ar pam vanes wg 

I will him reaue of armes, the vitors 

And of thatſhicld, more m_—_ good knight ; 
For why ſhould a dead dog be in armour bright ? 


Faire 


Z 
' 
' 
! 
[ 
' 
| 
' 
/ 


94 THE SECOND BOOKE OF 


(antV111, 


16 

Faire Sir, ſaid then the Palmer ſuppliaunt, 

For knighthoods loue doc not {o foule a deed, 

Ne blame your honour with ſo ſhamefull vauar 

Ofvile revenge. To ſpoyle the dead of weed 

Is facrilege, and doth all finnes exceed; 

Bur leaue theſe reliques of his living mi he, 

To decke hs herce, and trap his romb-black ſteed. 

What herce or ſtec4 (ſaid he) ſhould he hauc dight, 
But be entombed in the rauen or the kight? 


7 
* With that, rude hand vpon his ſhield he laid, 


And th'other brother gan his helme vnlace, 
Both fiercely bent to ' him diſarraid ; 
Till that they ſpyde, where towards them did paſe 
An armed knight, of bold and bountious grace, 
Whoſe Squire boreafter him an heben launce, 
And couerd ſhield. VVell kend him ſo farre ſpace 
Th'enchaunter by his armes and amenaunce, 

When vnder him he {aw his Lybian ſteed to praunce; 

18 


And to thoſe brethren ſaid, Riſe, riſe by liue, 
And vnto battaile doe your {clues addreſle ; 
For, yonder comes the proweſt knight aliue, 
Prince Arthur, flowre of grace and nobileſle, 
Thathath to Paynim knights wrought great diſtreſſe, 
And thouſand Sar'zins foully donne to dye. 
That word ſo deepe did in their harts imprelle, 
That both efrſoones vpſtarted furiouſly, 
And ganthemſelues prepareto bartell greedily. 


I 
But fierce Pyrrhochles, waking his owne ſword, 
The want thereof now greatly gan to plaine, 
And Archimage belought, him that ord, 
Which he had & rought for Braggadocchio vaine. 
So would I, ſayd th'enchaunter, glad and faine 
Betceme to you his ſword, youto defend, 
Or ought thatelſe your honour might maintaine, 
But that this weapons powre I well haue kend, 
To be contrary to the worke which yee intend. 
20 
For, that ſame knights owne ſword this is of yore, 
Which Merlin made by bis almighty art 
For that his nourſling, when he knighthood ſwore, 
There-with to doen his foes eternal]l ſmart. 
The metall firſthe mixt with Medewart, 
That no enchauntment from his dint might ſaue; 
Then it in flames of Aetna wrought apart, 
And ſeauen times dipped in the bitter waue 
Of helliſh Styx, which huddenvertueto ut gaue. 
21 
The vertue is, that neither ſteele nor ſtone, 
The ſtroake thereof from entrance may defend 3 
Ne euer may be vſed by his fone, 
Neforc't his rightfull owner to offend, 
Necuer will it breake, necuer bend. 
Wherefore Morddure it rightfully is hight. 
In vaine therefore, Pyrrbochles, ſhould Ilend 
Theſameto thee, againſt his Lord to =—_— 
For, ſure it would deccue thy labour, and thy might. 


22 

Fooliſh old man, ſayd then the Pagan wroth, 

That weeneſt words or charmes may force withſtond: 

Soone ſhalt thou ſee, and then belicue for troth, 

That I can carue with this enchaunted brond 

His Lords owne fleſh. There-with our of his hond 

That vertuous ſteele he rudely ſnatcht away, 

And Gu«yons ſhield about his wriſt he bond; 

So, ready dight fierce battaileto aſlay, 
And match wn nr proud in battailous array. 


2 
By this, that frangerkmghti —— came, 
And goodly ſalued them : whonought againe 
Him aunſwered,as courtefic became ; 
But with ſterne lookes, and ſtomachous diſdaine, 
Gaue fignes of grudge and diſcc ntentment vaine. 
Then, turning to the Palmer, hee gan ſpy 
Where, at biokeer, with ſorrowfull demaine 
And deadly hew, an armed corſedid ye, 
In whoſe dead face he read great magnanimity. 


24 

Said he then to the Palmer, Reuerend ſyre, 
What great misfortune hath berid this knight? 
Or did has life her fatall date expyre, 
Or did he fall by treaſon, or by fight 2 
How-euer, ſure I rew his pittious plight. 
Not one, nor other, ſayd the Palmer graue, 
Hath him befalne, but clowdes of deadly night 
Awhile his heauy eylids couer'd haue, 

And all hus ſenſes drowned in deepe ſenſelefſewaue. 


25 
Which, thoſe ſame foes that doen awaite hereby, 
Making adyantage, to revenge their ſpight, 
VVould him dilarme, and treaten ſhamefully; 
(Vnworthy _ of redoubted knight.) 
But you, — _ — 
romiſle hope of help, and time X 
—_—_ beſeech ny woe. ſad pli a 
And by your powre proteCt his feeble caſe. 
Firſt praylc of knighthood is, foule outrageto deface. 
6 


2 
Palmer, ſayd he,no knight ſo rude (I weene) 
As to doen outrage to a ſleeping ghoſt ; 
Ne was there cuer noble courage ſeene, 
That in advantage would his pufſance boſt : 
Honour is leaſt, where oddes appeareth moſt. 
May be, thatbetter.reaſon will aſſwage 
The raſh revengers heat. VVords well diſpoſt 
Haue ſecret powre, appeaſe inflamed rage: 
If not, leaue vato me thy knights laſt patronage. 


27 
Tho, turning to thoſe brethren, thus beſpoke; 
Yee warlike payre, whoſe yalorous great might, 
It ſeemes, iult wrongs to vengeance doth prouoke, 
To wreake your wrath on this dead-ſeeming knight, 
Mote ought allay the ſtorme of =_ deſpight, 
And ſettle patience in fo furious heat? 
Not todebate the challenge of yourright, 


Burt for this — Tentreat, 
Whom fortune hath alrcady layd in loweſtſeat, 


To 
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To whom Cymochles ſaid ; For what art thou, 

* Thatmak'ſtthy lelfe his dayes-man, toprolong 
The vengeance preſt? Or who ſhall lerme now 
On this vile body from to wreake my wrong, 
And make his carcafle as the outcaſt dong ? 
Why ſhould not thatdead carrion lusfic 
The guilt,which it he lived had thus long, 

His lite for due reuenge ſhould deareabie ? 
The treſpaſle ſtill doth lug, albe the perſon die. 


2 
Indecd, then ſaid the Prince, 9 eull donne 
Dies not, when. breath the body firſt doth leaue; 
Burt from the grandfire to the Nephewes ſonne, 
And all his ſecd the curſe doth often cleaue, 
Till vengeance wterly the guilt bereaue : 
So ſtraightly God doth wo But gentle knight, 
Thardoth againſt the dead his hand vpreare, 
His honour ſtaines with rancour and deſpight, 
And greatdiſparagement makes to his forracr might. 


30 
bochles gan reply the ſecond time, 

= ro he laid Now felon ſure I read, 
How that thou art partaker of his crime : 
Therefore by Termagaunt thou ſhalt be dead. 
With that, his hand (more {2d then lump of lead) 
Vpliftiog high, he weened with Morddure, 
Hts owne good [word Morddure, to cleaue his head. 
The faithfull ſteele ſuch treaſon no'uld endure, 


But ſwaruing from the marke, his Lords life did aſſure. 
I 


Yet was the forceſo "PR. and ſo fell, 
 Thathorleand man it madetoreele afide : 
Nuth'leſſe the Prince would not forſake his (ell 
(For, well of yore he learned had tonde) 
Bur full of anger fiercely to him cride 3 
Falſe traytour,miſcreant, thou broken haſt 
The haw of armes, to ſtrike foe vndefide : 
But thou thy treaſons fruit (I hope) ſhaltraſte 


Right ſowre, and feele the law, the which thou haſt defac't. 


2 

With that, his balefull ".. he fiercely bent 
Ag:inſt the Pagans breaſt, and there-with thought 
His curled life out of her lodge hauerent: 
Butere the pointarriued where it ought, 


That ſeauen-fold ſhield, which he from Guyon brought 


He caſt-berweene,to ward the bitter ſtound: 


Through all thoſe folds the ſteel-head paſſage wrought, 
And through his ſhoulder pearc't; wher-with to ground 


He groucling fell, all gored in his guſhing wound. 


Which when his brother Go, fraughtwith great griefe 
And wrath, he to him leaped furiouſly, 
And fouly laid, By Maboune,curſed thieke, 
That direfull ſtroake thou dearely ſhalt aby. 
Then hurling vp his harmcfull blade on hie, 
Smote him lo hugely on his haughtie creſt, 
That from his ſaddle forced himto fly : 
Elſe mote 1tneeds downe to his manly breſt 


UMI 


Hauc cleft his head in twainc, and life thence diſpolleſt. 


; 34 
Now was the Prince in dangerous diſtrefle, 
Wanting his ſword, when he on foot ſhould fight; 
_— e ſpeare could doe him (mall redrefle, 
Ag inſt two foes of ſo exceeding might, 
The leaſt of which was match for any knight. 
And now the other, whom he carſt did daunt, 
Had reard hinelfe againeto cruell fight, 
Three times more furious, and more pui 


Vnmindfull of his wound, of has fate ignoraunt. | 


So 200 arronce him charge on either fide, 
ith hideous 3, and importablepowre 
That forced him his ground to trauerſe wide, : 
And wiſely watch to ward that deadly ſtowre. 
For,on his ſhield, as thicke as ſtormie ſhowre 
Their ſtroakes did raine : yetdid he neuerquailey 
Ne backward ſhrinke ; bur as a ſtedfaſt rowre, 
Whom foe with double battry doth aſlaile, 
Them 6n her bulwarke beares,& bids them nought availe: 


6 
So ſtoutly he withſtood chat ſtrong allay, 
Till thatat laſt, when he advantage fpide, 
His poynant ſpeare he thruit with puiſſant ſway 
Art proud Cymochles, whiles his ſhicld was wide, 
Thatthrough hs thigh the morrall ſteele did gridez 
He, (waruing with the force, within his fleſh 
Did breake the launce, and let the headabide: 
Our of the wound the red bloud flowed freſh, 
That ynderneath hus feet ſoone made a purple pleſh, 


7 
Horribly then he gan ro __ and raile, 
Curſing his gods, and humſelfe damning deepe: 
Als when his brother ſaw the red bloud traile 
Adowne lo faſt, and all his armour ſteepe, 
For very felneſle loud he ganto weepe, 
And (aid, Cayrie, curſe on thy cruell hond, 
Thattwice hath ſped; yetſhall itnot thee k 
From the third brunt of this my fatall brond: 
Lo, where the dreadfull Death behind thy back doth ſtond., 


8 
With that hee ſtrooke, "I ſtrooke withall, 
That nothing ſeem'd mote beare ſo monſtrous miphy3 
The one vpon his couer'd ſhield did fall, 
And glauncing downe, would not his owner bite : 
But th'other did vpon his troncheon ſte; 
Which hewing quite aſunder, further way 
It made, and on his hacqueton did lite, 
The which diuiding with importune ſway, 
It ſerz'd in his right fide, and there the dint dd ſtay. 


Wide was the wound,and ol lukewarme flood, 
Red as the Role, thence guſhed prieuouſly ; 
That when the Paynim ſpide the ſtreaming blood, 
Gaue him greathart, and hope of victorie. 

On th'other fide, in huge perplexitie, 

The Prince now ſtood, hauing his weapon brokez 
Nought could he hurt, bur ſtill at ward did lie: 
Yet with histroncheon heſorudely ftroke 

Cymechles twice, that twice himforcthis footerevoke. 
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40 
Whom whenthe Palmer ſaw in ſuch diſtreſle, 
Sir Guyens ſword he lightly to him raught, 
And ſaid ; Faire ſonne, great God thy right hand bleſle, 
To vlſe that word ſo wiſcly as 1t aught. 
Glad was the knight, and with freſh courage fraught, 
When as againe he armed felt his hond ; 
Then like a Lion, which hath long time ſaught 
His robbed whelpes, and at the laſt them fond 
Emongſt the Shepheard (waines,thE wexeth wood & yond: 


41 

So fierce helaid about him, and dealt blowes 

On either fide, that neither maile could hold, 

Ne ſhield defend the thunder of his throwes : 

Now to Pyrrbochles many ſtrokes hetold ; 

Eftto Cymochles twice ſo many fold : 

Then backe againeturnipg his baſic hond, 

Them both attonce compeld with courage bold, 

To yield wide way to his hart-ehrilhng brond 
And though they both ſtood ſtiffe, yet could not both 


42 
As (alvage Bull, whom two fierce maſtiues bayr, 
VVhenrancour doth with rage him once engore, 
Forgets with warie ward them to await, 
But with his dreadfull hornes them driues afore, 
Orflings aloft, or treads downe n the flore, 
Breathing out wrath, and bellowing diſdaine, 
That all - foreſt quakes to heare himrore : 
So rag'd Prince Arthur twizt his foemen twaine, 
That neither could his mighty puiſſance fuſtaine. 
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But euer at Pyrrbochleswhen bs {mir 
(Who Guns ſhield caſt eucr him before, 
Whereonthe Faery Queenes pourtrat was writ) 
His han.. relented, and the ſtroke forbore, 
And his dearce hart the picture gan adore: 
VVhich oftthe Paynim ſau'd trom deadly ftowre. 
But him hence-forth the ſame can ſaue no more 
For, now arrived is his fatall howre, 

That no'te avoyded be by carthly skall or powre. 


44 
For, when Cymochles ſaw the foule reproche, 
Which them appeached; pricktwith guilty ſhame, 
Andinward griefe, he fiercely gan approche, 
Reſolv'd to put-away thatloathly blame, 
Or die with honour and deſert of fame ; 
And on the hauberk ſtrooke the Prince ſo ſore, 
That quite diſparted all the linked frame, 
And pearced to the skin, but bit no more, 
Yet made him twice toreele, thatneuer moou'd afore. 


45 
Whereat renfierc't with wrath and ſharp regyets 
Hee ſtrooke ſo hugely with his borrow'd blade, 
That it empearc't the Pagans burganer, 
And cleauing the hard ſtecle, did deepe invade 
Into his head, and cruel| paſſage v9 8 (ground, 
Quite through his braine. Hee tumbling downe on 
Breath'd out his ghoſt; which to th'infernall ſhade 
Faſt flying, there eternall rormentfound, 


For all the finnes, where-with his lewd life did abound. 


(withſtond. 


——— 
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Which when his german ſaw, the ſtony feare 
Ranto his hart, and all his ſenſe diſeayd, 
Ne thenceforth life ne courage did appeare3 
But, as a man whom helliſh ficnds haue frayd, 
Long ow he ſtood : atlaſt thus ſaid; 
Traytour what haſt thou doen? how cuer may 
Thy curſed hand ſo cruelly haue ſwayd 
Againſt that knight : Harrow and weal-away ! 
After lo wicked deed why liv'it thou lenger day ! 


47 
VVith thar all deſperate, as loathing light, 
And with revenge deſiring ſoone to dic, 
Aſſembling all bis forceand ytmoſt might, 
With his owne ſword he fierce at him did fly, 
And ſtrooke, and foynd, and laſht outragiouſly, 
Withouten reaſon or regard. Well knew 
The Prince, with patience and ſufferance fly 
So haſtie heat ſoone cooled to ſubdue : 
Tho,when this breathleſlſe wore, that battaile ganrenue. 
8 


4 

As when a windic tempeſt bloweth hie, 
Thatnothing may withſtand his ſtormy ſtowre, 
The clowdes (as things afraid) before him fly 
Bur all ſo ſoone as his outrageous powre 
Is layd, they fiercely then begin to ſhoure, 
And as in ſcorne of his ſpent ſtormy ſpight, 
Now all attonce their malice forth doe poure ; 
So did Prince Arthur beare himſelfe in fight, 

And ſuffred raſh Pyrrbochles waſte his idle might. 


4 
Atlaſt, when as the Sarazin coeds, 
How that ſtrangeſword refus'd toſerue his need, 
But when he ſtrooke moſt ſtrong, the dint deceiu'd, 
He flong it from him, and devoyd of dreed, 
Vpon hum lightly leaping without heed, 
Twixt his two mighty armes engraſped faſt, 
Thinking to overthrowe, and downe himtred : 
But him1n ſtrength and skill the Prince ſurpaſt, 
And through his mumble fleight did vader him downecaſt, 


50 
Nought booted it the __ then to ſtriue; 
For, as a Bittur in the Eagles claw, 
That may nothope by fohe to ſcape aliue, 
Still waites fordeath with dread and trembling awe; 
So he, now ſubie@ tothe ViRors law, 
Did not once moue, nor ypward caſt his eye, 
For vile diſdaine and rancour, which did gnaw 
His hart intwaine with fad melancholy, 
As one that loathed life, and yet deſpis'd to die. 


FI 
Bur full of Princely bountie and great mind, 
The Conquerour tcared him to lay, 
But caſting wrongs and all revenge behind, 
More glory thought to giuehfe, then decay, 
And ſaid, Paynim, this is thy diſmall day ; 
Yet if thou wilt renounce thy miſcreance, 
And my true liegeman yield thy ſelfefor ay, 
Life will I grauntthee forthy valiance, 
And all thy wrongs will wipe out of my ſoucnaunce. - 
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52 For want of weapons : they ſhall ſoone be had. 

Foole, ſaid the Pagan, I thy gt dehic : So gan he to diſcourſe the whole debate, 

But vſc thy fortune, as it doth befall, Whach that ſtrange knightforhim ſuſtained had, 

And ſay, that I not overcomedoe die, And thoſe two Sarazins confounded late, 

But in deſpight of lite, for death doe call. Whole carcaſles on ground were horribly proſtrate. 

Wroth was the Prince, and ſory yet withall 55 

That he ſo wilfully refuſed grace; Which when he heard, and {aw thetokens true, 

Yer ith his fare ſo cruelly did fall, His hart with great afteftion was embayd, 

His ſhining helmet he gan ſoone vnlace, And to the Prince with bowing reucrence due, 
And left his headlcfle body bleeding all the place. As to the Patrone of his life, thus ſaid; 

53 | My Lord, my liege, by whoſe molt gracious ayd 

By this, Sir Gwyon from his traunce awak't, I bue this day, and ſee my foes ſubdewd, 

Life hauing maiſtered her ſenſeleſle foe ; What may ſuffice, to be for meede repayd 

And looking vp, when as his ſhield he lackr, Oflo great graces, as ye haue meſhewd, 

And {word {aw not, he wexed wondrous woe : But to be cuer bound 

But when the Palmer, whom he long ygoe 56 

Had loſt, heby him ſpide, right gl:d he grew, Towhomthe Infant thus ; Faire Sir, what need 

And \uud, Deare fir, whom wandriog to and fro Good turnes be counted, as 3 ſeruile bond, 

Tlong have lackr, I joy thy face to view ; To bind their dooers toreceiue their meed ? 
Firme 1s thy faith, whom danger neuer fro me drew. Are notall Knights by oath bound, to withſtond 

54 Opprefſours powre by armes and puifſant hond?2 

But read what wicked hand hath robbed mee Sutfice, that I haue done my dpe in place, 

Of my good {word and ſhield > The Palmer glad, So, goodly purpoſe they together fond, 

With ſo freſh hew vpriſiog him to lce, Of kmdneſle and of curteous aggrace; 

Rim anſwere4; Faire ſonne, be no whitſad The whiles falſe Archimage and Atin fled apace. 
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Till him the Prince with gentle court did bord ; 
Sir Knight, mote I of you this curt'ſie read, 
To wect why on your ſhield (fo goodly ſcord) 
Beare ye the picture of that Ladies head ? 
Full liuely is the ſemblaunt, though the ſirbſtance dead. 
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Diſtempred through miſrulc and paſſions baſe : Faire Sir, (aid he, if in charpifture dead 
It growes a Monſter, and incontinent Such life ye read, and vertue in vaine ſhew, 
Doth loſe his dignitie and natiue grace. What mote ye weene, if the true lively-head 
Bchold (who liſt) both one and other in this place. * Ofthatmoſt glorious vilage ye did new? 
2 Butif the beaunie of her mind ye knew, 
After the Paynim brethren conquer'd were, That1s, her bounne, and i altpowre, 
The Briton Prince recov ring his ſtolne fiword, Thouſand times fairer then her mortall how, 
And Guyon his loſt ſhield, they both yfere O how great wonder would your thoughts deuour:. 
Foole Forth paſled on their way in faire accord, And infinite defire into your ſpirit poure! 
I 3. Shee 
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4 
Shee is the mighty Queene of Faerie, 
Whoſe faire retrait in my ſhield doebeare; 
She is the flowre of grace and chaſtitic, 
= hout = world renowmed farre and neare, 
cc, iege, my Sourraigne, my deare, 
Ggtory hath anche monting ere, 
And with her lighe the earth enlumines cleare; 
Farrereach her mercies, and her praiſcs farre, 


As well in ſtate of peace, as puiſſaunce in warre. 


5 

Thrice happy man, {aid then the Briton knight, 
Whom gracious lot, and thy great yaliaunce 
Haue made a ſouldier of that Princefle bright, 
Which with her bounty and glad countenaunce 
Dath bleſſc her ſeruaunts, and them high aduaunce. 
How may ſtrange knighthope cuerto Sire, 
By Faithfull ſeruice, and meet amenaunce 
Vato ſuch bliſſe? ſufficient werethathire 

For lofſc of thouſand liucs, to die at her deſire. 


6 
Said Gwyen, Noble Lord, what meed fo great, 
Or | of carthly Prince ſo ſoucraine, 
But by your wondrous worth and warlike feat 
Ye well may hope, and cafily attaine ? 
But were your will, her ſold to entertaine, 
And numbred be mongſt knights of Maydenhead, 
Great guerdon (well I wote) ſhould youremaine, 
And in her fauour high be reckoned, 
As Arthegall, and Sophy now beene honoured. 


7 
Cerres, then ſaid the Prince, I God avow, 
That fincc I armes and knighthood firſt did plight, 
My whole defire hath beene, and yet is now, 


To ſcrue that Queene with all my powre and might. 


Now hath the Sunne with his lamp-burning light, 
Walktround about the world, and [ no lefle, 
Since of that Goddefle I haue fought the fight, 
Yetno where can her find: ſuch happineſle 
Heauen doth to me envy, and fortune | one FY 
8 


Fortune (the foe of famous cheuiſaunce) 
Sildome (ſaid Gwyon) yields to vertue ayde, 
Butin her way throwes miſchiefe and milchaunce, 
Whereby her courſe is ſtopr, and paſſage ſtaid. 
But you,faire Sir,be not here-with diſmaid, 
But conſtant keepe the way in which ye ſtand ; 
Which were it not, that I amelſe delaid 
With hard adventure, which I haue in hand, 
Tlabour would to guide you through all Facric land. 


Gramercie Sir, {aid he; 45: 200 I wote, 
What ſtrange adventure doe ye nowe purſue? 
Perhaps my ſuccour, or advizement meet, 
Morte Read you much your pres to ſubdue. 
Then gan Sir Guyon all the ſtory ſhew 
Offalle Acraſia, and her wicked wiles, 
Which to avenge, the Palmer him forth drew 
From Facrie court. So talked they, the whiles 
They waſted had much way, and meaſurd many nules. 


10 
And now faire Phebas gan decline in haſte 
His wearie w to the Welſterne yale, 


They found the gates faſt barred long ere ni 
And cuery loup faſt lockt, as fearing foes deſpight. 
I 


I 

Which when they ſaw, they weened foule 

_ = =_ doen, their entrance to fe l, 
i e Squire gan nigher to approche ; 

And wind The Enna. 6 caſtle Fall , 
That with the noiſe it ſhooke, as it would fall : 
Eftſoones foorth looked from the higheſt ſpire 
The watch, and loud vnto the knights did call, 
To weet what they ſorudely did require. 

Who gently anſwered, They entraunce did defire, 


12 

Fly fly, good knights, ſaid he, fly faſt away 

If that your liues ye loue, as meet ye ſhould ; 

Fly Faſt, and ſauce your ſelues from neere decay, 

Here may ye nct haue entrance, though we would: 

We would and would againe, if that we could ; 

But thouſand cacmies vs raue, 

Aad with long fiege vs 1n this caſtle hould: 

Seauen yeares this wize they vs beſieged haue, 
And many good knights laine, that haue vs ſought toſaue, 

x 


3 
Thus as he ſpake, loe, with outragious cry 
A thouſand villaines round about them ſwarm'd 
Our of the rocks and caues adioyning nie, 
Vilecaitiue wretches, ragged, rude, deform'd, 
All chreatming death, allin ſtrange manner arm'd, 
Some with vnweldy clubs, ſome with long ſpeares, 
Some ruſtic kniues, ſome ſtaues 1n fier warm'd. 
Sterne was their looke, like wild amazed Steares, 
Staring with hollow eyes, and ſtiffe ypſtanding heares. 


I4 
Fiercely ar firſt thoſe knights they did aſſaile, 
And drouethemto recoile: but when againe 
— gave freſh charge, their forces gan tofaile, 
Vnable theirencounter to ſuſtaine; 
For, with ſuch puiſſaunce and 1mpetuous maine 
Thoſe Champions broke on them, that forc'tthemlh, 
Like ſcattered Sheepe, when as the Shepheards ſwaine 
A Lyon anda Tigredoth eſpy, 
With greedy paſeforth ruſhing trom the foreſt nie. 


15 | 

Awhile they fled, but ſoone returnd againe 

VVith greater fury then before was found ; 

And eucrmore their cruell Capitaine 

Sought with his raſcall routs tencloſe themround, 

And ouer-runne) to tread them to the ground. 

Bur ſoone the Knights with their bright-burning blads 

Broke their rude troupes, and orders did confound, 

Hewing and laſhing at their idle ſhades ; (fades, 
For, though they bodies ſeem, yer ſubſtance —— 
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As when a ſwarme of Gnarts at cuentide 

Out of the fennes of Allan doe ariſe, 

Their murmuring ſmall trumpets ſounden wide, 

Whiles 1n the ayre theur cluſtring armieflics, 

That as a cloud doth ſeeme to dim the skies 3 

Ne man nor beaſt may reſt, ortake repaſt, 

For their ſharpe wounds, and noyous inuries, 

Till the fierce Northerne wind with bluftring blaft 
Doth blowe them quite away, and in the Ocean caft. 


17 
Thus when they had thattroublous rout diſperſt, 
Vnre the Caſtle gate they come againe, 
And entraunce cray'd, which was denicd erſt. 
Now, when report of that their perilous paine, 
And combrous conflict which they did {uſtune, 
Came to the Ladies care which there did dwell, 
She forth ifſued with a goodly traine 
Of Squires and Ladies equipaged well, 
And entertained them right faurely, as befell. 


18 

Alma ſhe called was, a virgin bright; 
That had not yet felt Cupids wanton rage, 
Yet was ſhe woo'd of many a gentle Kaight, 
And many a Lord of nobleparentage, 
That ſought with her to lioke in marriage : 
For, ſhe was faire, as faire mote cuer bee, 
And in the flowre now of her freſheſtage; 
Yer full of grace and goodly modeſtee, 

That cuen heauen reioyced her ſweet face to ſee. 


I 
Inrobe of lilly white ſhe marc 
That from her ſhoulder to her heele downe raught, 
The traine whereof looſe far behind her ſtrayd, 
Branched with gold and pearle, moſt nchly wrou ht, 
And borne of two fare Damſels, which were taught 
That ſeruice well. Her yellow golden haire 
Was trimly wouen, andn trefſes wrought, 
Ne other tyre ſhe on her head did weare, 
But crowned with a garland of ſweet Roſter, 


20 

Goodly ſhe entertaind thoſe noble knights, 
And brought them vp into her caſtle hall; 
Where, gentle court and gracious delight 
She to them made, with muldnefle virginall, 
Shewing herſelfe both wiſe and hiberall: 
There when they reſted had a ſeaſon dew, 
They her belought of fauour ſpeciall, 
Of to faire Caſtle to affoord them view ; 


She graunted, and them leading forth, the ſame did ſhew. 


21 
Furſt, ſhe them led yp to the Caſtle wall, 

That was ſo high, as foe might notitclime, + 

And all fo faire, and ſenſible withall, 

Not built of brick, ne yet of ſtone and lime, 

Bur of thing liketo that Foyptien lime, 

——_ king Nine whilome built Babelltowre; 

Burt 6 great pitty, that no lenger time 

So ny Cacknnanſh ſhould not endure: 
Soonc 1t muſt turneto ear; no carthly thing is ſure. 


22 
The frame thereof ſcem'd partly circulare, 
And parttrian : © worke divine ! 
Tholſetwo the firſt and Laſt 1008 arc, 
The one imperfeR, , feminine; 
Th'otherimmorrall, perfe&t, maſculine; 
And twixt them both a quadrate was the baſe, 
Proportioned equally by ſcuen and mine; 
Nine was the circle ſet in heauens place, 
All which compacted, made a y Dyapaſe. 


2 
Therein two gates were Bo. — well: 
The one before, by which all in di paſſe, 
Did th'other far in workmanſhip excell ; 
For, not of wood, nor of enduning braſle, 
But of more worthy ſubſtance fram'd it was ; 
Doubly diſparted, it did lock and cloſe, 
Thar when it locked, none might — "Me 
And when it opened, no man mighe it . 


Still open to their friends, and cloſed to their foes. 


24 
Of hewen ſtone the porch was fairelywr 1 
Stone more of lk and more {mooth and fine, 
Then Ietor Marble farre from Ireland brought; 
Over the which was.caſt a wandring Vine, 
Enchaced with a wanton Iuie twine. 
And overit a faire Portcullis hong, 
Whichto the gate direQtly did incline, 
With comely compaſſe, and compaQture ſtrong, 
Neither vnſcemely ſhort, nor yer exceeding long, 


2 
Within the Barbican a —_—_ ſate, 
Day and nightdulie keeping watch and ward, 

. Nort.wight, nor word mote paſle out of the gate, 
But in good order, and with due regard; 
Vrtrerers of ſecrets he from r wones. rw bY 
Babblers of folly, and blazers of crime. 

His larum-bell might loud and wide be heard 
When cauſe requir d, butneuer out of time; 
Earely and late itrong, at cucning and at prime. 
6 


2 
Andround aboutthe porch on cuery fide 
Twice ſixteene warders (ate, all armed bright 
In gliſtring iteele, and ſtrongly fortifide: 
Tall yeomen ſeemed they, and of great might; 
And were enran ſtllfor fight. 
By them as Alma paſſed with her gueſts, 
They did obeylaunce, as beſeemed right, 
And then againereturned to theirreſts : 


The Porter cke to her did lout with bumble geft-/ : 


27 
Thence ſhe them brought into a ſtately Hall, 
Wherein were —_— Fire difred, 
And ready dight withdr feaſtiuall, 
Againſt the yiands ſhould be miniſtred. 
Ar th'ypper end there fate, yclad inred 


Downe to the ground, acomely perſonage, 
Thatin his hang a whiterod ; 


He Steward was, hight Diet ; ripe 
Pl po yoni rr yoo | 
I 3+ 
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And through the Hall there walked to and fro 
A = yeoman, Marſhall of the ſame, 
Whoſe name was Appetite; he did beſtowe 
Both gueſts and meat, when euer in they came, 
And knew them how to order without blame, 
As him the Steward bade. They both atone 
Did dutie to their Lady, as became ; 
Who paſting by, forth led her gueſtes anone 
Into the kitchin roome, ne (par'd tor nicencfle none. 


2 
It was a vaut ybuilt for great - "_ 
With many raungesreard along the wall; 
And one great chimney, whoſelong tonnel] thence, 
The ſmoke forth threw, And in the midſt of all 
Thereplaced was a caudron wide and tall, 
Vpon a mighty furnace, burning hor, 
More hor, then Aetn' or flaming Monziball : 
For, day and night it brent, ne ceafled not, 
Solong as any thing it1nthe caudron got. 


© 

But to delay the heat, leaſt p miſchaunce 
It might breake our, and ſet the whole on fire, 
Therc added was by goodly ordinaunce, 
An huge great paire of bellowes, which did ſtire 
Continually, and cooling breath inſpire. 
About the caudron many Cookes accoyld, 
With hookes andladles, as need did require; 
The whules the viands in the veſſell boyld 

They didabout their buſineſle fiveat, and ſorely toyld. 


21 

The maiſter Cooke was cald Concottion, 

' Acarcfull man, andfull of comely guiſe: 
The kitchin Clerke, that hight Dige5tion, 
Did order all the cates in ſcemely wiſe, 
And ſer them forth, as well he could deuiſe. 
Thereſt had ſeuerall offices afſign'd : 
Some to remoue the ſcum as it did riſe ; 
Others to beare the ſame away did mind; 

And others it to vſe according to his kind. 


2 
Bur all the liquour, which ks foule and waſte, 
Not on ſcruiceable elſefor ought, 
They in anothergreatround veſlel] plac't, 
Till a conduit pipe it thence werebrought 
And all rhereſt, that noyous was and nought, 
By ſecret wayes that none mightite{py, 
Was cloſe convaid, and to the back-gate brought, 
That cleped was Port Eſquiline, whereby 
It was molded quite, and throwne out priwily. 


Which goodly order, and A workmans skill 

' Whenas thoſe Knights beheld, with rare delight 
Andgazing wonder they their minds did fill; 
For, neuer had they ſcene ſo ſtrange a fight. 
Thence backe againefaire Alma led themright, 
And ſoone into a goodly Parlour brought, 
Thatwas with royall Arras richly dight, 
In which was nothing pourtrahed, nor wrought, 

Not wrought, nor pourtrahed, but cafic to bethought. 


And in the midſt thereof Wa. the floure, 
A louely beuy of faire Ladies fate, 
Courted of many a iolly Paramoure, 
The which them did in modeſt wiſe amare, 
Andeach one ſoughthis Lady to ate: 
And eke emongſt them little Cupid plaid 
His wanton ſports, beeing returned late 


From his fierce warres, and hauing from himlayd 


His cruell bowe, where-with he thouſands hath dilmaydL 


35 
Diuerſe delights they found themſclues to pleaſe; 


Some ſung ia ſweet conſort, ſome laught for ioy, 


Some plaid with ſtrawes, ſome idleſate at calc ; 
But other ſome could not abideto toy, 
All pleaſance was to them griefe and annoy : 


Thas fround, that faund, the third for ſhame didbluſh, 


Anotherſcemed envious, or coy, 
Another ia her teeth did gnawaruſh : 
But at theſe ſtrangers preſence euery one did huſh. 
6 


Soone as the gracious PR, camein place, 
They all attonce out of theur ſeates aroſe, 
And to her homage made, with humble grace: 
Whom, whenthe Knights beheld, they gan dif 
Themſclues to court, and each a Damlcll choſe : 
The Prince (by chance) did on a Lady light, 
That was rightfaire and freſh as morning roſe, 
But ſome-what ſad, andſolemneceke in fight, 


As if ſome penſiue thought conſtraind her gentle ſpright, 


37 
In alon lepall, whoſe skirtwith gold 
Was Law." all about, ſhe was m—_ ; 
Andin her hand a Poplar branch did hold : 
To whom the Prince in curtcous manner ſaid ; 
Gentle Madame, why been yethus diſmaid, 
And your faire beautie doe with ſadnefle (pill? 
Liues any, that you hath thus ill apaid? 
Or doen you loue, or doen you lacke your will? 
What-cuer be the cauſe, it ſure belecmes youill. 


8 

FaireSir, ſaid ſhe (halfe in £Clainefull wile) 
How is it thatthis word in meye blame, 
And in your {cle doe not the ſame adviſe ? 
Him ill bcſeemes, anothers fault to name, 
That may vnwares be blotted with the ſame : 
Penſiuc I yield I am, and {adin mind, 
Through great deſire of glory and of fame ; 
Ne ought (I weene) are ye therein behind, 


(find, 


That haue twelue months ſought one, yet no where can het 


39 
The Prince was inly moucd atherſpeach, 
Well wecting true, what ſhe had raſhly told; 


Yet with faire ſcmblaunt ſought to hide the breach, 


Which change of colour did perforce vnfold, 
Now ſceming flaming hot, now ſtony cold. 
Tho,turning ſoft aſide, he did inquire, 


What wight ſhe was, that Poplarbranch did hold: 


It anſwered was, her name was Praiſe-defire, 
Thatby well dooing ſoughy to honour go afpire. 
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40 
Thewhiles, the Faerie knight did entertaine 
Another Damſcll of thatgentle crew, 
That was rightFure, and modeſt of demane, 
But thatY6o oft ſhe chang'd her natiue hew : 
Strange was her tire, and all her garment blew, 
Cloſe round about her tuckt with naany a plight : 
Vpon her fit, the bird which ſhunneth view, 
And keepes in couerts cloſe from lags 
Did ſit, as yet aſhamed, how rude Pan did her dight. 
41 
Solong as Guyon with her communed, 
Vnto the ground ſhe caſt her modeſt eye, 
And cuerand anone with rofic red 
The baſhfull bloud her ſnowy checkes did die, 
That her became, as poliſht Iyory, 
Which cunning Crafteſmans hard hath overlaid 
With faire Vermilion or pure laſtery. 
Great wonder had the knight to ſee the maid 
So trangely paſſioned, and to her gently ſaid, 


42 

Faire Damſell, ſeemeth by your troubled cheare, 
That either me too bold yec weene, this wite 
You to moleſt, or other 11 to feare 
That inthe ſecret of your hart cloſe lyes, 
From whence it doth, as cloud fromlea ariſe. 
Ifitbe I, of pardon I youpray; 
But if ought elſe that I mote not devile, 
I will Giffleaſe youit diſcure) aſſay 

Tocaſc you ofthat ill, ſo wiſely as I may. 


4 

She anſwered nought, bur .... abaſht for ſhame, 
Held downe her head, the whiles her louely tace 
The flaſhing bloud with bluſhing did inflame, 
And the ſtrong paſsion mard her modeſt grace, 
That Guyon meruaild at her vacouth cate : 
Till Alma him beſpake, Why wonder yee 
Faire Sir atthat, which yeſo much embrace? 
She is the fountaine of your modeſtee; 


You ſhamefac't are, but Shamefaſtneſſe it ſelfe is ſhee. 


44 

Thereat the Elfe did bluſh in priuitee, 

And turnd his face away ; but ſhe the ame 
Diſſembled faire, and faind to oucrlee. 
Thus they awhile with court and goodly game, 
Themlclues did ſolace cach one with his Dame, 
Till that Ladie thence away them ſought, 
To view her Caſtles other wondrous frame. 
Vptoa ſtately Turret ſhe them brought, 

Aſccnding by tca ſteps of Alablaſter wrought. 


45 
That Turrets frame moſt admirable was, 
Like higheſt heauen compaſlcd around, 
And lifted high aboue this carthl . 
Which it ſurview'd, as hils doen Tr und; 
But not on ground mote hike to this be tound, 
Not that which antique Cadmus whilome built 
In Thebes, which Alexander did confound ; 
Nor that proud towre of Troy, though richly gilt, 


Fr6 which young Hedtors bloud by crucll Greeks was ſpilt. 


6 
The roofe hereof was da ouer head, 
And deckt with flowers and herbars daintily ; 
Two goodly Beacons, ſet in watches ſtead, 
Therem gauelight, and flam'd continually : 
For, they of huing fire moſt ſubully 
Were made, and ſctin filver ſockets bright, 
Coucr'd with lids deviz'd of ſubſtance ly, 
Thar readily they ſhut and open might. 
O,who cantell the prayſes of that makers might? 


47 

Necan I tell, ne can I ſtay to tell ” 

This parts great workmanſhip, and wondrous powre, 

That all this other worlds worke doth excel}, 

And :keſt is vato that heauenly towre, 

That God hath built for his awne bleſſed bowre. 

Therein were diuerſe roomes, and diuerſeſtages, 

But three the chicfeſt, and of greateſt powre, 

In which there dwelt three hneadbton, : 
The wiſcſt men (I weene) that hued 1ntheir ages, 

48 

Not he, whom Greece (the Nurſe of all good Arts) 

By Phebusdoome, the wiſeſt thought alzue, 

Might be compar'd to theſe by many parts ; 

Nor that ſage Pylian fire, which did furuiue 

Three ages, ſuch as mortall raen contriue, 

By whole adviſe oId Priams cutieftell, 

With thele in praiſe of policies moteſtrine. 

Thele three in theſe three roomes did ſundry dwell 
And counſeled faire Alma, how to gouerne well. 


The firſt of them could hinge to come fore-ſee 2 
The next, could of things preſcnt beſt adviſe; 
The third, things paſt could keepe in memoree2 
So that no time, norreaſon could ariſe, 

But thatthe ſame could one of theſe comprize. 

For thy, the firſt did 1n the fore-parr ſit, 

That nought more hinder his quicke preiudize: 

He had a ſharpe fore-ſight, and working wit, 
That ncuer idle was, ne once could reſt ye. 


50 
His chamber was diſpainted all within, 
With ſundry colours, inthe which were writ 
Infinite ſhapes of things diſlperſed thin ; 
Some ſuch as in the world werenener yit, 
Ne can dewſed be of mortall wit; 
Somedaily ſeene, and knowen by their names, 
Such as 1n 1dle fanrafies doe flit : 
Infernall Hags, Centawres, fcends, Hippodames, 
Apes, Lyons, Eagles, Owles, fooles, louers, children, 


mee. 

And all the chamber filled Le 94 es, 
Which buzzed all about, and ſuch ſound, 
Thatthey encombred all mens cares and eyes, 
Like many ſwarmes of Bees afſembled round, 
After their hiues with honny doe abound : 
All thoſe were idle thoughts and fantaſies, 
Deng dreames, wy voſound, 

. Shewes, viſions, ſooth-ſayes, and ophecies z 
And all that faincd is, as hadhos les. bd lien 
I 4 
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Emongſt them all fate he which wonned there, 
That hight Phant«SFes by his nature trew ; 
A man of yeares yet freſh, as mote appere, 
Offivarth complexion, and of crabbed hew, 
That him full of melancholy did ſhew ; 
Bent hollow bectle browes ſtaring eyes, 
That mad or fooliſh ſeem'd : one by his view 
Motedeeme him bornewith ill diſpoled skycs, 
When oblique Satwrne {ate in th'houſe of agonics. 


Whom Alma hauing rs. her gueſtes, 
Thence brought them to the ſecond roome, whoſe wals 
Were cate with memorable geſtes 
Offamous Wiſards, and with piCturals 
Of Magiſtrates, of courts, of tribunals, 
Of common wealthes, of ſtates, of policie, 
Oflawes, of judgements, and of decretals ; 
All Artes, all Science, all Philoſophy, 
And all thatin the world was aye thought wittily. 


54 

Ofthoſethatroome was full: and them among 

Thereſate a man of ripe and perfect age, 

Who did them medirarte all his life long, 

That through continuall praRtiſe and bi ©, 

He now was growneright wiſe, and w—— ſage. 

Great pleaſure had thoſe ſtranger Knights, to ſee 

His goodly reaſon, and graue perſonage, 

That his diſciples both defir'd to bee; 
But Alme thence them led to th'hindmoſt roome of three. 


That chamber ſeemed wu and old, 
And therefare was remoued farre behind, 
Yertwerethe wals, that did the ſame vphold, 
Kightfirme and ſtrong,though ſomwhart they declin'd ; 
And thercin/ate an old old man, halfe blind, 
Andall decrepit in his feeble corſe, 
Yer liucly ngour reſted in his mind, 
And recompenc't him with a better ſcorce : 
Weake body well is chang'd for minds redoubled force. 
6 


5 
This man of infinite remembrance was, 
And things foregone —avws many ages held, 
Which herecorded ſtill as wah 
Ne ſuffred them to periſh through long eld, 


As all things elſe, the whichthis world doth weld, | 
But laid them vp in his immorrall ſcrine, 
Where they for cuer incorrupted dweld ; 
The warres he well remembred of king Nine, 
Of old Aſſaracus, and Inachus diyine. 
7 
The yeares of Neſtor nothing er to his, 


Ne yet Mathuſalem,though longeſt lyu'd; 


For, he remembred both their infancies : 
Ne wonder then, ifthat he were depriu'd 
Of natiue ſtrength now, that he them ſurviu'd. 
His chamber all was hangd about withrolles, 
And old records from auncient times deriu'd, 
Some made in bookes, ſomein long parchmentſcrols; 
That were all worme-eaten, and full of canker holes. 
8 
Amidſt them all he in 2 PY. -- was ſet, 
Tofling and turningthem withouten end ; 
Burt for he was vnable them to fer, 
A little boy did on him ſtill attend 
To reach, when cuer he for ought did ſend; 
And oft when things were loſt, orlaid amiſs, 
That boy them ſought, and vnto him did lend. 
Therefore he Anamneſtes cleped is, 
Andthatold man Eumneſtes, by their propertis. 


59 
The Knights,there entring, did himreuerence dew, 
And wondred at his endicfle exerciſe. 
Then as they gan his Librarie to view, 
And antique Regiſters for to aviſe, | 
There chaunced to the Princes hand to riſe 
An auncient booke, hight Briton moniments, 
That of this lands firſt conqueſt did deuile, 
 Andolddiuiſion into Regiments, 
Till it reduced was to one mans goucrnments. 
6 


0 
Sir Guyon chaunc't cke on another booke, 
That hight Antiquitie of Faerie lond. 
In which when as he greedily did looke; 
Th'off-ſpring of Elves and Faries there he fond, 
As it deliver'd was from hond to hond : 
Whereatthey burning both with feruent fire 
Their countries aunceſtry to ynderſtond, 
Cray'd leaue of Alma, and that aged fire, 
Torcad thoſe bookes; who gladly graunted their defire. 
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Ho now ſhall gine vnto me words 2nd ſound, 

Equall vnto this haughtie enterpriſe 2 

FE Or who ſhall lend me wigs with which from 

bes My lowely verſe may lofaly ariſe, (ground 
And lift it ſelfc ynto the higheſt skies ? 
More ample ſpirit then hitherto was wount, 
Heere needes me, whales the famous aunceſtrics 
Of my moſt dreaded Soucraigne I recount, 

By which all carthly Princes ſhe doth farre ſurmount. 


2 

Ne vnder Sunne, that ſhines ſo wide and faire, 

Whence all thatlines, does borrow life and light, 

Lives ought, that to her linage may compaire, 

Which though from earth it be derinednight, 

Yer doth itſelfe ſtretch forth to heaucns lught, 

And all the world with wonder overſpred ; 

Alabour huge, exccedin my might: 

How ſhall fraile pen, with dilparaged, 
Conceiuc ſuch ſoucraigne glory, and great bountihed ? 


3 
Argumentworthy of Maven quill, 
Or rather worthy of great Phabusrote, 
VVhercon the ruines of great Ofſa hill, 
And truumphes of Phlegrean Toue he wrote, 
That all the Gods admur'd his loftic note. 
But if ſome reliſh of that heauenly lay 
His learned daughters would to me report, 
To decke my ſong withall, I would alhay, 
Thy name, © ſoueraine Queene, to bluzon farre away. 


4 
narve, 6 ſoucraine Queene, thy realme and race, 
_ this — icrided arre, 
Who mughtily vpheld thatroyall mace, 
Which now thou bear'ſt, to thee deſcended farre 
From mighty Kings, and Conquerours in warre, 
Thy Fathers and great Grand-fathers of old, 
Whoſe noble deeds aboue the Northerne ſtarre 
Immorrtall fame for euer hath enrold; 
As in thatold mans booke they were in order told. 
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from Brute toVthers raigne: 
CAnd rolles of Elfin Emperonrs, 
till time of Gloriane., 
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The land,whick warlike _ now polleſle, 
And thercin haue their mightic Empirerayſd, 
In antique times was (alvage wilderneſle, 
Vopcopled, vynmanur'd, vnprov'd,vnprayſd; 
Ne was it Iſland then, ne was it payſd 
Amid the Ocea waues, ne was it fought 
Of Marchants farre, for profits therein prayſd, 
Bur _ all —_ oy ſome thoughe 
ſea to haue been from ke main-land 
by < Cece auld brought; 


Ne did it then deſerue a name to hane, 
Till thatthe venturous Mariner that way 
Learning his ſhip from thoſe whiterocks to ſaue, 
V Vhich all along the Southerne ſea-coaſt lay, 
Threatning vnheedie wreck andraſh decay, 
For ſafeties ſake that ſame his ſea-marke made, 
And nam'd it Albion. Butlaterday 
Findingi1n it fit ports for fiſhers trade, 

Gan more the ſamefrequent, and further to invade. 


7 
But farre in land a ſalvage nationdwelt, 
Of hideous Giants, and halfe beaſtly men, 
That neuer taſted grace, nor goodnelle felr, 
Butlike wild beaſts lurking in loathſome den, 


And flying faſt as Rocbuck through the fen, 
All a withoutſhame, or care of cold, 


hunting and b ng lived then ; 
Offtaractuge, Alekeof couragebold, 
Thar ſonnes of men amaz'd their ſternneſſe to behold. 


$ 
But whence th g, or how they were begor, 

Vneath is _ = 7 

That monſtrous error which dothſome ſlot, 

That Dioclef.ans fiftie ters ſheene 

Into this land by chavincc haue driven beene, 

Where, companing with fiends and filthy Sprights, 
Through vain illuſion of theirluſt 
They brought forth Giants and fuck dread wights 
As farre chcectad menin their inmecafur'd mights, 
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They held this Land, and wat their filthineſle 
Pollured this ſame gentle ſoyle long time : 
That their owne mother loath'd their beaſtlineſle, 
And gan abhorre her broods vnkindly crime, 
All were they borne of her owne natiue {lime; 
Vatill that Brutus anciently deriu'd 
From royall ſtock of old Aſſaracs line, 
Driuen by fatall errour, heere arriu'd, 

And them of their yniuſt poſſeſſion depriu'd. 


10 
But ere he had eſtabliſhed his throne, 
And fpred his Empire to the vtmoſt ſhore, 
Hefo great battailes with his ſaluage fone; 
In which he them defeated cucrmore, 
And many Giants left on groning flore ; 
That well, can witnefle yer vnto this day 
Theweſterne Hogh,beſprinkled with the gore 
Of nughty Goemer, whomin ſtoutfray 
Corineus conquered, and cruelly did ſlay. 
I1 
And cke that ample Pit, yer farre renownd, 
For the large leape, which Debon did compel! 
Conlin to make, beeing eight lugs of ground ; 
Into the which returning Pack, - fell : 
But thoſe three monſtrous ſtones doe moſt excel, 
Which that huge ſonne of hideous Albion, 
Whoſe father, Hercules in Fraunce did quell, 
Great Godmer threw, in fierce contention, 
At bold Canutus; but ofhim was Qlaine anon. 


12 

In meed of theſe great conqueſts by them got, 

Corineus had the Prouince vtmoſt welt, 

To him aſſigned for his worthy lot, 

Which of his name and memorable get 

He called Cornewaile, yet ſo called belt: 

And Debons ſhaire was, that is Dewonſhire - 

But Canute had his portion from the reſt, 

The which he cald Canutium, for his hire; 
Now Cantium, which Keat we commonly inquire. 


I 
Thus Brute this Realme _ his rule ſubdewd, 
And raigned long in greatfelicinie, 
Loy'd of his friends, and of his foes eſchewd, 
Heleftthree ſonnes (his famous progeny) 
Borne of faire Inogene of Italy; 
Mongſt whom he parted his 1mperiall ſtate, 
And Locrme left chiefe Lord of Britany. 
Atlaſt, ripe age bad him ſurrender late 
His life,and long good fortune, vnto finall fate. 


14 

Locrine was left the ſoucraigne Lord of all ; 

But Albanatt had all the Northrene part, 

Which of himſelfe Albania he did call ; 

And Camber did poſleſle the Weſterne quarr, 

Which Seuerne now from Logri doth depart : 

And cach his portion only enioyd, 

ie was there outward breach, nor grudge in hart, 

That once their quier goucrnment annoyd, 


But each his paines to others profir ſtill employd. 


I5 
Van!) a Nation ſtrange, with vilage ſwart, 
And courage DI all ge did aftray, 
Which through the world then fwarmd in cuery part, 
And overflow'd all — _ away, 
Like Noyes t loud, with their importune ſway, 
This 2: ended with like violence, 4 
And did themſelues through allthe North diſplay: 
Vaull that Locrine for his Realmes defence, 
Did head againſt them make, and ſtrong munificence. 
16 


Hee them encountred (a confuſed rout) 
Foreby the Riuer, that whilome was hight 
The auncient Ab»s, where with courage ſtout 
He them defeated in vitorious fight, 
And chac't ſo fiercely after fearefull flight, 
That forc't their Chiefetaine, for hisſateries ſake 
(Their Chiefetaine Humber named was aright) 
Vato the mightic ſtreame him to berake, 
Where he an end of bartell, and of life did gnake. 
17 
The King returncd proud of victone, 
And infolent wox through vnwonted caſe, 
That ſhortly he forgot the icopardie, 
Which in hus land he lately did appeaſe, 
And fell to vaine voluptuous diſeale : 
He lov'd fure Ladie Fſtrild, lewdly lov'd, 
Whoſe wanton pleaſures him too much didpleaſe, 
Thar quite his hart from Guendolene remov'd, 
From Guendolene his wife, though alwaics faithful prov'd. 
18 


The noble daughter of Corinews, 
Would not endure to be fo vile diſdaind; 
Bur gathering force, and courage valorous, 
Encountred him in battailewell ordaind, 
In which himvanquiſht ſheto fly conſtraind : 
Bur ſhe ſo faſt purſewd, that him ſhe tooke, 
And threw in bands, where he till death remaind; 
Als his fare Leman, flying through a brooke, 
She overhent, nought moued with her pittious looke. 


I 
But both her ſelfe, and eke = daughter deare, 

Begotten by her kingly Paramoure, 
The faire Sabrina almoſt dead with feare, 
She there attached, farre from all ſuccoure; 
The one ſhe ſlew in that impatient ſtoure: 
But the ſad virgin 1nnocent of all, 
Adowne the rolling riuer ſhe did poure, 
Which of her name now Severne men do call : 


Such was the end thatto diſloyall loue did fall. 


20 
Then for her ſonne,which ſhe to Locrine bore 
(Madan was young, vameet the rule of ſway) 
In her owne hand the crowne ſhe keptin ſtore, 
Till riper yeeres he raught, and ſtronger ſtay : 
During which time, her powre ſhe did diſplay 
Through all this Realme (theglory of her ſex) 
And firſt raught men a woman to obay : 
But when her ſonne to mans eſtate did wer, 
$hec it ſurregdred, ne herſelfe would lenger ver, 
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Tho Madan raign'd, vynworthy of his race: 

For, with all ſhame that ſacred throne he fild : 

Next, Mempriſe, as vaworthy of thatplace, 

In which beerng conforted with Afanild, 

For thirſt of fingle kingdome him he kild. 

But Ebranckfalued both their infarmes 

With noble deedes, and warreyd on Erunchild 

In Henaslt, where yet of his 1Qtorics 
Braue moniments remaine, which yet thatland envies. 


22 

An nappy man in his firſt dayes he was, 

And happy father of faireprogeny : 

For, all lo many weekes as the yeere has, 

So many children he did multiply ; 

Of which were twentie ſonnes, which did apply 

Their minds to praiſe, and chevalrous deſire: 

Thoſe germans did ſubdew all Germany, 

Of whom it hight; but 1n the end their Sire, " 
Wrh foulc repulle, from Fraunce was forced to retires 

2 

Which blot, his ſonne "ke, 5h in his ſeat, 

The ſecond Brute (the ſecond both in name 

And ekein ſemblance ot his puiffance great) 

Right well recur'd, and did away that blame 

With recompence of euerlaſting fame. 

Hee with his vidtour (word firit opened 

The bowels of wide Fraunce, a forlorne Dame, 

And taught her hrit how to be conquered; 
Since which, with lundry ſpoiles ſhe hath been ranſacked. 


24 
Let Scaldis tell, and let tell Hania, 
Andletthe marſh of Eftham bruves tell, 
What colour were their waters that ſame day, 
And all the moore twixt Elverſham and Dell, 
With bloud of Henalos, which therein felL 
How oft thatday did ſad Brunchildis lee 
The greeneſhield dyde in dolorougvermill ? 
That not Scwith guiridh it mote ſeemeto bee; 
But rather y Scuith gogh, ſigne of {ad cruckee. 


2 
His ſonne king Leill, by "Bas labourlong, 
Emoydan | r——_ of laſting peace, 
And built Cairleill, and built Cairleon ſtrong. 
Next, Huddibras his realme did not encreaſe, 
But taught the land from wearie warres to ccaſe, 
WhoſeHotſteps Bladud following, inarts 
Exceld at Athens all the learned preace, 
From whence he brought them to thele ſalvage parts, 
And with {weet ſcience mollifide their ſtubborne harts. 
26. 
Enſample ofhis wondrousfaculty, ':.' 
Echold the boyling Bathes at Cairbadon, 
Which ſ[eeth with lecret fire eternally, 
And in theirentrailes, full of quick Brimſton, 
Nounſh the flatnes, which they arewarm'd vpon, 
That to her people wealth they forth doe well, 
And health to enery forraine nation : 
Yethearlaſt, contending to excell 


Thereach of men, through flightinto fond milchiefe fell, 


At 
Soto his crowne ſhe himreſtor'd againe, 


27 
Next him, king Leyr in happy peace long raignd, 


Bur had no itlue male him to fucceed, 

But three faire daughters, which werewell vptraind, 
In all chat ſeemed fitfor kiogly ſeed : 

Mongſt whom hus realme he equally deereed 

To haue divided. Tho,when _—_ 

Nigh to his vtmoſtdate he ſaw proceed, 

Hee cald his daughters ; and with (ſpeeches ſage 


Inquir'd, which ofthem moſt did loue her parentage. 
28 
The eldeſt, Gonorill, gan toproteſt, 


200 ſhe much morethen her owne life him lov'd : 
And Kegan greater loueto him profeſt, 

Then I as world, when cuerit wereproou'd; 

Bur Cordeill [2id ſhe lov'd him, as behooa'd : 
Whole ſimple anſwere, wanting colours faire 

To paint 1tforth, him to diſpleatance moou'd, 
Thatin his crowne he counted herno heire, 


Bur twixt the other twaine his kingdome whole did ſhaire. 
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So, wedded th'one to Mazlax king of Scots, 


And th'other to the king of Cambria, 

And twixt them ſhaird his realme by equall lots: 
Bur without dowre the wiſe Cordelia 

Was ſentto Aganip of Celtic. 

Their aged Syre, thus caſed of his crowne, 

A private life led in Albania, 


With Gonorill, long had in renowne, 


That nought him grieu'd to Penis rule depoled downe. 
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But trueit is, that when the oyle is ſpent, 


The light goes our, and wike is throwne away 3 
So, when he hadreſign'd his regiment, 

His daughter gan delipiſe his droupine day, 
And _ __ of by continuall hay 7 
Tho to his daughter Rigan he repaird, 

VVho him at firſt well vied cuery way ; 

Bur when of his departure ſhe deſparr'd, 


Her bounty ſhe abated, and his cheareemparr'd. 
I 


3 
The wretched man gan then aviſetoolate, 


That loue is not, where moſt1t is profeſt ; 
Too truly tryde in his extreameſt ſtate : 
Atlaſt, reſolv'd likewiſe to proue the reſt; 

- Heto Cordelia himlelfe ad.lreſt, 
Who with entire afftetion him receau'd; 
As for her Syre and king her ſeemed beſt; 


And after all, an army ſtrong ſhee leau'd, 


To war on thoſe, which lum had of his realmebercau'd. 


2 


In which he dyde, maderipefor death by eld, 
And after wilt d it ſhould zo her remaine +. | 
Who peaccably the ſame long time did weld: 
And all menos harrs in dew obedicaceheld : 
Till that her ſiſters children,woxen ſtrong, 
Through proud ambitionagainſt her rebeld, 
And ouercommen &eptin priſon longs | 
Tull wearie of that wretched life, her ſelfeſhe hong. . 
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Thenganthebloudic brethrenboth to raigne : 
But fierce Cundah gan ſhortly to envie 
His brother Morgan, prickt with proud diſdaine 
To hauea Peerc12 part of ſoueraintie, 
And kindling coales of cruellenmitie, 
Rais'd warre, and himin battaule overthrew : 
Whence as he to thoſe wooddic hils did fie, 
Which hight of him Glamorgas, there himflew : 
Then did heraigne alone, when he none equall knew. 
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His ſonne Rivall' his dead moms did ſupply, 

In whole ſad time bloud did from heauenraine : 

Next, Gurguſtus, then faire Cecily 

In conſtant peace their kingdomes did containe ; 

After whom, Lago, and Kinmarke did raigne, 

And Gorbogud, till farre in yeeres he grew; 

When his ambitious ſonnes vatothem twaine, 

Arraught the rule, and from their father drew ; 
Stout Ferrex and ſterne Porrex him 1n priſon threw. 


5 
But $! the greedy thirſt of onal crowne, 
That knowes no kinred, nos regards no right, 
Stird Porrex yp to put his brother downe 3 
Who,yvnto him aſſembling forraine might, 
warre on him, and fell himſelfe in fighr : 
Whoſe death r'avenge,his mother mercilefle 
(Moſt eras Wyden hight) 
Her other ſonne faſt ſleeping did opprefle, 
And with moſt cruell hand him murdred pirtileſle. 
6 


Here ended Brutws ſacred progenie, 
Which had ſeauen hundred yeeres this ſcepter borne, 
With high renowme, and greatfelicitie. 
The noble branch from th'antique ſtock was torne 
Through diſcord, and the royall throne forlorne : 
Thence-forth this Realme was into faftions rent, 
Whilſt each of Brutxs boaſted to be borne, 
That in the end was lcftno monimenr 

Of Bratxe, nor of Britons glory auncient. 
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Then vp aroſe a man of marchleſſe might, 

And wondrous wit to menage high affuires, 

Who ſtird with pitty of the ſtrefſed plight 

Of this ad Realme, cutinto ſundry ſhaires 

By ſuch, as claimd themſelues Bracesrightfull heires, 

Gathercd the Princes of the peopleloole, 

Totaken counſell of their common cares ; 

Who, with his wiſedome won, him ſtraight did chooſe 
Their King, and ſwore him fealty to win or looſe. 


8 
Then made he head aquatic enemies, 
And T mnerflew, or Logriamiſcreate; 
Then Ruddoc and proud Stater, both allyes, 
This of Albanienewly nominate, 
And that of Cambry king confirmed late, 
He overthrew through his owne valiaunce; 
Whoſe countries he reduc't to quiet ſtate, 
And ſhortly brought to ciuill gouernaunce, 
Now one,which carſt were many made through yariaunce. 


Then made he ſacred kw which ſome menſay 
Were vnto him reveal 'd in viſion, 
By which he freed the Trauailers high way, 
The Churches part, and Ploughmans portion, 
Reſtraining ſtealth, and ſtrong extortion ; 
The gracious Nama of great Pritannie 
For, ull his dayes, the chiefe donunion 
By ſtrength was wielded without policie; 
Therefore he firſt wore crowne of gold for dignitie. 
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Donwallo dide (for, what may liuefor ay ? ) 
And left two ſonnes, of peereleſle proweſle both; 
That ſacked Reme too dearely didaflay, 
Therecompence of theirpeniured oth, 
And ranſackt Greece well tryde, when they were wroth3 
Befides ſubieRted Frawnce, and Germany, 
Which yet their prayſes ſpeake, all be they loth, 
Andinly trembleat the memor 
Of Bremnus and Bellinus, Kings of Britanny. 


41 

Next them, did Gurgunt, great Bellinus ſonne, 

In rule ſucceed, and eke infathers praiſe; 

He Eaſterland ſubdewd, and Danmarke wonne, 

And of them both did foy and tribute raiſe, 

The which was due in his dead fathers dayecs: 

He allo gaueto fugitiues of Spayne 

(Whom he ar ſea j wandring from their waycs, 

A ſcatcin Ireland ſafely to remaine, 
Which they ſhould hold of him, as ſubic& to Britgize. 
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After him raigned Guithiline his heyre 

(The iuſteſt man and trueſt in his dayes) 

Who had to wife Dame Mertia the v4 

A woman worthy of immarrall prayle, 

Which for this Realme found many goodlylayes, 

And wholeſome Statutes to her husband brought; 

Her many deem'd to haue beene of the Fayes, 

As was Aegerie, that Nyms tought; 
Thoſe yet of her be Mertianlawes both nam'd & thought. 


4 
Her ſonnes Sifillws after her bd raigne, 
And then Kimarys, and then Danias; 
Next whom Morindus did the crowneſuſtaine : 
Who, had he not with wrath outragious, 
And cruell rancour dimm'd his valorous 
And mighty deeds, ſhould matched haue the beſt: 
As well in that ſame field norious 


Againſt the forrune Morands g_—_ ; 

Yet hues his memory, though carcaſle fleepeinreſt, 
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Fiue ſonnes he left begotten of one wife, 
All which ſucceſſively by turnes did raigne; 
Firſt, Gorboman, a man of vertuous life ; 
Next, Archigald, who for his proud diſdaine, 
Depoſed was from Princedome ſoucraine, 
And pittious Elidyre put in his ſted ; 
Who ſhortly it to um reſtor'd againe, 
Till by his death he it mma 

But Peridwre and Yigent him diſthronizcd, 
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In wretched priſon long he did remaine, 
Till they outraigned had their vemoſt date, 
And then therein reſeized was againe, 
Andruled long with honorable tate, 
Till heſu realme and life to fate. 
Then all the ſonnes of theſe fiue brethren raignd 
By duc ſucceffe, and all their Nephewes late, 
Euen thriſe eleuen deſcents the crowneretaynd, 


Till aged Hely by dew — it gaynd. 
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He had two ſonnes, whoſe eldeſt called Lud 

Lefrof his life moſt famous memory, 

Andendlefle moniments of his greatgood: 

Theruin'd wals he did rezdifie 

Of Troynouant, gainſtforce of enemy, 

And bwilrthat gate, which of his name is hight, 

By which he lyes entombedſolematly. 

He left two ſonnes, too young to rule aright, 
Androgen and Tenantine, piCtures of his nught. 
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Whilſt they were young, Caſſbalane their Eme 
Was by the people choſen intheir ſted, 

Who on him tooke the royall Diademe, 

And goodly well long timeit gouerned, 

Till Ye _—_ Romanes him diſquieted, 
And warlike Ceſar, trmpted with the name 
Of this ſweet Il 1nd, neuer conqu: red, 

And enuying the Britons blazed fame, 

(Ohideous hunger of dominion:) hither came. 
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Yet twiſe they were repulſed backe againe, 

And twiſe r'enforc'r, backe to their ſhupsto fly, 

The whiles with bloud they all the ſhore did ſtaine. 

And the gray Ocean 1nto purple dy : 

Ne had they footing found atlaſt perdie, 

Had not Androgews, falſe to natiue ſoyle, 

And enujousot Vncles ſoucraintie, 

Betraid his countrey vnto forreine ſpoile : 
Noughtelle, but treaſon, from the firſtthis land did foile. 
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So by him Ceſar gotthe viftory, 
Through great blouſhed, and many a fad affay, 
In which himſelfe was heaw! 
Of hardy Nennins, whom heyet did ſlay, 
Bur loſt his ſword, yet to be ſeene this day. 
Thenceforth this land was tributaric made 
T'ambitious Rome, and did their rule obay, 
Till Arthur all thatreckoning did defray ; 
Yet oft the Briton kings againſt them ſtrongly ſwayd. 


5O | 
Next him Tenantins raignd, then Kimbeline, 
Wharrtimeth'er Lord in fleſhly lime 
Enwombed was, from wretched Adams line 
To purge away the guilt of finfull crime : 
O ioyous memory of happy rime, 
That heauenly grace ſo plentiouſly diſplaid * 
Otoo high ditry for my fimplerime: 
Soone after this,the Romanes him warrayd ; 
For thatthcir triþutc herefus'd ro let be payd: 


x 
Good Clendias, thatimareinds Etupavcur, 
—_— , and with him barrell fought, 
Dia _ was by a Treachetour 
iſpwſed Nlaine, ere any thereof : 
Yet ceaſed not the bloudi ic Robe for Eh ; 
For Arwirage his brothers place ſuppl 
In armes, and ckeincrowne; and by that draughe 
Did driue the Ramanes tothe weaker fide, 


Thatthey to peace agreed. So all was pacifide. 


z 
Was neuer king more high 
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For which the Emperour to him 
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010 'd his dayes with great tranquilliry: . 
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And preacht the truth; burfinceir ppl 
This good king withour ile ide, 
Whereof ein the kingdom grew, 


That did her (elfe in ſundry parts divide, 

And with her powre her owne felfe ouerthrew, 

Whil'ſt Romanes daily did the weake ſubdew : 

Which ſeeing ſtour Eundace, vp aroſe, 

And taking armey, the Sritens to het drew; 

With whom ſhertiarched firaight 4gaitther foes; 
And them vnwares beſides the Senerne did encloſe. 


There ſhe with theth # cue battell wile; | 
Not with ſo good futerfſe, as ſhe deferty'®; 
By rezſon that the ines, other fide, 
: tags Auer eo om 
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Her reliques Fulrent hauin dad, 

Fought with Sewerzs and him ouerthrew ; 

Yer 1n the chace was Mlaine of them, that fled ; 

So made them vitours, whom he did ſubdew. 

Then gan Carauſeus tyrannize anew, 

And gainſt the Romanes bent their proper powre, 

But ham Alles treacheroully flew, 

And tooke on him therobe of Emperoure: 
Nath'leſſe the ſame enioyed but ſhort Rb howre 

F8 

For Aſclepiodate him ouercame, 

Andlett inglorious on the yanquiſhe Playne, 

Without or robe, orrag, to hide his ſhame. 

Then afterwards he in his ſtead did raigne 3 

But ſhortly was by Coyl in batrell laine : 

Who after long debate, ſince Lucies time, 

Was of the Britons firſt crownd Soueraigne : 

Then gan this Realme renew her paſſed prime: 
He of his name Coylchefter built of ſtone and lime. 


5 
Which when the Romanes bem ,they hither ſent 
Conſtantia, 2 man of mickle might, 
With whom king Coyll made an agreement, 
And to him gaue for wife his daughter bright, 
Faire Helena, the faireſt living wight ; 
Who in all godly thewes, and goodly praiſe 
Did far excell, but was moſt famous hight 
For skall in Muſicke of all in her dayes, 
Afyell in curious inſtruments, as cunning layes. 
6 


0 
Of whom he did great Conſtantine begert, 

' Who afterward was Emperour of Rome; 
To which whiles abſent he his mind did ſer, 
Oftaxius hereleprtinto his roome, 

And it vſurped by vorighteous doome: 
But he his nitle inſrifide by might, 
Slaying Treherze,and hawng ouercome 


The Romane legion indr fight : 
So ſertled he his kangdome, and corfirm'd his right. 
I. 
But wanting ifſcw male, his daughter deare 
He gaue in wedlocke to Maximian, 
him with her made of his kingdome beyre, 
Who ſoone by meanes thereof Cones wan, 
Till murdred by the friends of Gratian; 
Then gan the _- and Pits inuadethis land, 
During the raigne of Maximinian; 7 
Who dying let? none heire them to withftand, 
But that they ouctran all parts with cafic hand. 
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The weary Britons, whoſe war-hable youth 

Was by Maximian lately led away , 

With wretched miſcrics, and woctull ruth, 

Were to thoſe Pagans made an open pray, 

And dayly ſpeQacle of (ad decay : (yeares, 

Whom Romaxe warres, which now foure hundred 

And more had waſted, could no whit diſmay ; 

Till by conſent of Commons and of Peares, 
They crownd the ſecond Conſtantine with ioyous teares : 


—— —— 
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Who hauing oft in batrell noquithed 
Thoſe ſpaylefull Pitts, and ſwarming Eaſterlings, 
Long time in peace his Realme eſtabliſhed, 
Yer oft annoyd with ſundry bordragings 
Of neighbour Scots, and forrein Scatterlings, 
With which the world did in thoſe dayes abound : 
Which to outbarre, with painefull pyonings 
Fromcato ſea he heapt a mightic - man. 


Which from Alcluid to Pamwelt did that border bound. 


64 
Three ſonnes he dying left, all vader age; 
By meanes whereot, their yncle Yorti 
Vlurptthe crowne, during their fore wal ; 
Which ch'Infants tutors gathering to feare, 
Them cloſely into Armorickdid beare : 
For dread of whom, and for thoſe Pits annoyes, 
He ſent to Germanie, {trange aide to reare, 
From whence eftſoones arriued here three hoyes . 
Of Saxons, whom heforhus (afetic imployes. 
65 
Two brethren were their Capitaines,which hight 
Hengift and Horſus, well approov'd in warre, 
And both of them men of renowmed might; 
Who making vantage of their civill iarre, 
And of thoſe forreiners, which came from farre, 
Grew great, and got portions of land, 
That inthe Realmeerclong they ſtronger arre, 
Then they which ſought ar firſt their helping hand, 
And Portiger cnforc't the kingdometo aband. 
66 


But by the helpe of Yortimere his ſonne, 
He is againe vnto his rule reſtor'd, 
And Hengiſt ſeeming (ad, for that was donne, 
Recciued is to grace and new accord, 
Through his faire daughters face, & flattring word; 
Soone after which, three hundred Lords he ſlew 
Of Britiſh bloud, all fitting at his bord; 
Whoſe dolefull moniments who liſt to rew, 
Th'cternall marks of treaſon may at Stowheng view. 
6 
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By this,the ſonnes of Conſtantine, which fled, 
Ambriſe and Y ther did ripe yeares attaine, 
And here arriving, ſtrongly challenged 
The crowne, which Yortiger did long detaine: 
Who, flying from his gu, by them was flaine; 
And Hengift cke ſoone brought to ſhamefull death. 
Thencefarth Avwrelixs peaceably did raigne, 


Till thatthrough poylon ſtopped was has breath z 
Sonow eutombed lyes at Stonebeng by the heath. 
68 


After him Yther, which Pendragon hight, 
Succeeding. There pr. 24 did end, 
Without int, or other Ceſure right, 
As if the reſt ſome wicked hand did rend, 
Orth'Authour ſelfe could not at leaſt attend 
To finiſh it : that ſo vmtimely breach 
The Prince himſelfe halfe ſeemeth to offend, 
Yetſecret pleaſure did offence impeach, 

And wonder of antiquitic lopg ſtopt his ſpeach, R 
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69 Then Elfar, who two brethren gyants kald, : 
Atlaſt, quite rauiſht with delight; to heare The one of which had two 'otherthree: 
The royall Otipning of his native land, Then Elfinor, who was in Magick skild; 


Cride out, Deare countrey, 6 how dearely deare 
Ought thy remembrance, and perperuall band 
Be to thy foſter Childe, that from thy hand 

Did common breath and nounture receaue ! 
How brutiſh 15 it, not to vnderſtand 

How much to her we owe, that all vs gaue, 


That gaue ynto vs all, what euer good we haue! 
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But G#yon all this while his booke did read, 

Ne yet has ended : for it was a great 

And ample volume, thatdoth far excead 

My lealure, fo long leaves here to repeat : 

It told, how firſt Promechers did create 

A man, of many partsfrom beaſts deriued, 

And then ſtole fire from heauen, to animate 

His worke, for which he was by Towe depriued 
Of life himlelfe, and hart-ſtripgs of an Xgle riued. 
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That man ſo made, he called Elfe, to weet, 

uick, the firſt authour of all Elfin kind : 
Who, wandring through the world with wearie feet, 
Did inthe gardins of Adons find 
A goodly creature, whom he deem'din mind 
To be no earthly wight, bur cither Spright, 
Or Angell, th'authour of all woman-kand ; 
Therefore a Fay he her according hight, 
Otwhom all Fayeries ſpring, and fetch their lignageright. 
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Of theſe a mighty people ſhort! þ 

And i kings p which ule e world warrayd, 
And to themlclncs all Nations did ſubdew : 

The firſt and eldeſt, which that ſcepter ſwayd, 
Was Elfin ; him all India obayd, 

And all that now America men call : 

Next him was noble Elfinen, wholayd 

Clespols foundation firſt of all : 

But Elfiline enclos'd it with a golden wall. 


7 
His ſonne was Elfinel, who 4. ZINN 
The wicked Gobbelines in bloudy field : 
But Elfant was of moſt renowmed fame, 
Who all of Cryſtall did Paxthea build: 


He built by art yponthe See (bee. 
A bridge of braſs, whoſe ſound heanens thunder ſeem'd to 
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He left three ſonnes, the whichinarderraignd, 
Andall their Offpring, in their dew deſcenzs, 
E ven ſcuen hundred Princes, which maintaynd 
With nughtie deeds their ſundry goucrnments 3 
Thar were too long their infinite contents 
Here to record, ne much materiall : 
Yet ſhould they be moſtfamous monimentr, 
And braue enſample, both of Maraall 

And ciuill rule to Kings and States irnperiall. 
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Afterall theſe Elficleos did raigne, 
The wiſe Elficleos in Mateltie, 
Who mightily that ſcepter did ſultaine, 
And with rich ſpoiles and famous victory, 
Did high aduance the crowne of Faery - 
Helefttwo ſonnes, of which faire Elferon 
The eldeſt brother did yntimely dic 3 
Whoſe empty place the mightic Oberon 

Doubly ſupplide, in ſpouſall and dominion. 
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Great was his power and glorie, ouer all 

Which him before thar facred ſeate did fill, 

That yet remaines his wide memorial : 

He dying left the faireſt Tanaquill, 

Him to lucceed thercin, by his laſtwill: 

Fairer and nobler hucth none this howre. 

Nelike in grace, nelikein learnedslall; 

Therefore they Glorian call that glorious flowre. 
Long maiſtthou Gler:as live, in glory and great powte. 
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Begwl'd thus with delight of nouelties, 
Andnaturall defire ot countries ſtate, 
So long they readia thoſe antiquities, 
Thathow = dc. was fled, they quite forgate, 
Till gentle Alma {ceingitolate, 
Perforce their ſtudies broke, and them beſoughr 
To thinke, how ſupper did them long awaite : 
So, halfe vawilling from their bookes them brought, 
And fairely feaſted, as ſo noble knights ſhe ought. 
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233 Hitwarreſo cruell, or what ſiege ſo ſore, 
Je As that, which ſtrong afteC&tions do apply, 
? Aoainſt the fort of realon cucrmore 
d— 2 To bring the ſoule into captimtie ! 
Their force is fiercer through infirmitic 

Of the fr.ile fleſh, relenting to their rage, 

And exerciſe moſt bitter tyranny 

Vpon the parts, broughtinto their bondage: 
No wretchednellc is hke to finfull villenage. 


2 

Butin a body, which doth freely yeeld 

His parts.ro reaſonsrule obedient, 

And letteth herthar ought the ſcepter weeld, 

All happy peace and goodly goucrnmenrt 

Ts ſetled therein ſure eſtabIiſhment; | : 

There A!ma, ke a virgin Queen moſt bright, 

Dorh floriſh in vll beautie excellent; 


And to her gueſtes doth bountious banker dight, | 
Artempred goodly well for health and for delight.” '' - 


[ 


Early before the Morne with cremofin ray, 
The windowes of bright heauien opened had, | 
"Through which into the world the dawning day 
M:ght look, thatmaketh cuery creature glad, 
_ _ Vprole Sir Guyon, in bright armour clad , 
And to his purpoſd journey him prepar'd : 
With bim the Palmer eke in habite ſad, 
*. .Himelfe addreſt to that aduenture hard : #-- 
So to the ruers fide they both rogetherfar'd; 


4 

Where them awaited _—_ the ford 

The Ferriman, a8 Alma had bebight, 

With his well rigged boate : They goe abord, 

And he cfr{h@ncs gan launch his bar eforthright. 

Ere long they towed were quite out of ſight, 

And faſt the land behins them fled away. 

But let them paſs, whiles wind and weather right 

Do ſerue theig thraes :here.Lawhile muſt ſtay, 
To ſee a cruell fight doen by the Prince this day. 


The enemies of Temperance 

beſiege her dwelling place - 
Prince Arthar them repells, and fowle 
Maleger doth deface. 
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The firſttroupe was a monſtrous rabblement 


And touctdusafpeCtes; all cruell enemies, 
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For, all ſo ſoone as Guyon thence was gon 
Vpon his voyage with his truſte ouide, 
'T hat wicked band of villeins freſh begon 
Thar caſtle to aſlayle on cuery fide, : 
And lay irong fiege abour it far and wide. 
So huge and infinite their numbers were, 
Thar all che Jan] they wnder them &id hide; 
So fow!e and vgly, that excceein 2 feare 
Their vilages impreſt, when they approcked neare. 
6 


Them in twelue troupes their Captain did diſpart 
And round abontin fitteſt ſteads did place, 
Where each mightbeſt offend his proper part, 
And his contrary obie& moſt deface, 

As cuery one {cem'd meeteſt inthat cafe. 
Scuen of the ſame againſt the Caſtle gates 
In ſtrong entrenchments he did cloſely place, 
Which with inceſſantforce and endlefſe hate, 


They batrercd day and night, and cntrance did awate. 


7 

The other fiue, fiue ſundry wayes he ſer, - 
Againſt the flue great Bulwarkes of thar pile. 
And vanto each a Bulwarke did arrer, 
T'aſlayle with open force or hidden guile, 
In hope therof to win victorious ſpoyle. 
They all that charge did feruently apply, 
With preely malice and importune toyle, 
And planted there their huge arvillery, 

hich they daily made moſt dreadfull battery. 
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Of fowle p—___ wights, of which fore were 
Headed hke Owles, with beakes vncomely bent, 
Others like Dogs, others like Gryphons | 6-99h 
And ſome had wings, and ſome had clawes to teare, 
And euery one of them had Lynces eyes, 

And every one did boaweand arrowes beare 

All tholg\were lawelefſc lyſts, corrupt auuics, 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe ſame againſt the defwrvike of the Sight Oath'other fide, th' Caſtles ward 
Did lay ſtrong lege, and battailous aſlault, Their ſtedfaſt ſtonds did mightily maintaine, 
Ne once did yiel _ day nor night, And many bold repulſe, and manic bard _ 
But ſoone a4 Titan gan his head Archiveryent wrought with perill and with paine, 
And ſoone againeashe his light withhault, Thargpaty frame from ruine to ſuſtaine : 
Their wicked engins they againſt it bent: And thoſe two brethren Giants did defend 
That is, cach thing, by which theeyes may fault; The walles ſo ſtourly wath their maine, 
But two then all more huge and ciolent , Thatneuer cntrance-any durſt > : 
Beautice, and money; they that Bulwarke farely rent. But they to direfull death ama ghoſts did ſend. 
10 16 - 
The ſecond Bulwarke was the Hearing ſenſe, The noble pagn-laty of thatplace, ; 
Gainſt which theſecond troupe d ent makes; Was much d; with thatdreadfull fighe 


Deformed creatures, in ſtrange difference, 


Some hauing heads like Harts , ſome hke to Snakes z 
Some like wild Bores late rous'd out of the brakes ; 


Slaunderous reproches, and foule g_ 
Leaſings, backbuings, and vaine-gJlorious crakes, 
Bad ocSilels , —_— and falſe flatteries , 

A!l thoſe againſt that Fort did bend their batteries. 


Il 
Likewiſe that ſame third Fort, that is the Smell, 
Of that third troupe was cruelly aſlayd : 
Whoſe hideous ſhapes were like to feends of hell, 
Somelike to Hounds, ſome like to Apes diſmayd, 
Somel:iketo Purtockes, all in plumes arrayd : 
All ſhap'r according their conditions, 
For, by thoſe vgly formes weren pourtraid 
E-oliſh delights and fond abuſions, 
Which do thaticnle beſicge with lightilluſions. 


I2 

And that fourth band, which cruell battery bent, 
Againſt the fourth Bulwarke, that is the Taff, 
Was as the reſt, a gryſierabblement, 
Some mouth'd like greedy Oyſtriges, ſome fac't 
Likeloathly Toades, ſome faſhioned in the waſte 
Like {wine for, ſo deformd is luxury, 
Surfuit, miſdiet, and vnthrifrie waſte, 
Vaine feaſts, and 1dle RR : 

All thoſe this ſenſes Forr affuile inceſſantly. 


I 

But the fiftrroupe moſt horrible of hew, 

And fierce of force, was dreadfullto report : 

For,ſome like ſnayles,ſome did like ſpiders ſhew, 

And ſomelike vgly Vrchuns thicke and ſhort: 

They cruelly aflayled that fift Fort, 

Armed with darts of ſenſuall delight, 

With ſtings of carnall luſt, and ſtrong effort 

Offeeling pleaſures, with which day and night 
Againſt that ſame fift Bulwarke they continued fight. 


14 

| Thus theſe twelue troupes with dreadfull puiſſancy 

Ag.inſtthar Caſtlereſtleſle ſiege did lay, 

And euermore their hideous Ordinance 

Vpon the Bulwarks cruelly did play , 

That now it gan to threaten neere decay : 

And euermoretheir wicked Capitaine 

Prouoked them the breaches to aflay, 


Somtimes with threats, ſomtimes with hope of gaine, 
Which by the ranſack of thatpeece they ſhould artaine. 


UMI 


(For, neuer was ſhe in ſo cuill caſe) 

Till that the Prince _ her wotull plight, 

Gan her recomfor:t from lo {ad affright; : '- 

Offring his ſeruicc, and his deareſt life. 

For her defence, that Carle to 

Which was their chicfe and th'author of that ſtrife : 
She him remercicd as the Patrone of her life. 


9 

Efrſoones himſelfe in glitterand arms he dight, 
And his well proued weapons to him hene ; 
So taking courteous conge he belught, _ 
Thoſe gates to be vabard, and forth he wen. 
Faire mott he thee, the proweſt and moſt gent, 
Thateuer brandiſhed brighy ſtecle on hie ; 
Whom ſooneas that y rabblement, 


With his gay Squire iſſuing did eſþy, 
They reard ns outragious dreadful yelling cry. 
18 


And therewith all attonce at himlet 
Their fluttring arrowes, thicke as flakes of ſhowe, 
And round about him flocke impetuouſly, 
Like a great water flood, that tombling lowe 
From the high mountuns, threats to oucrflowe 
With ſuddein fury all the fertile Plaine, 
And the ſad husbandmans long hope doth throwe 
Adowne the ſtreame, and all his vowes make vaine, 
Nor bounds nor banks his headlong ruine may ſuſtaine. 


I 
Vpon his ſhield their h Thaile he bore, 
And with his {word the raſcal! flockes, 
Which fled aſunder, and him fell before, 
As withered leaues drop from their dried ſtockes, 
When the wroth Weſtern wind doesreaue their locks; 
And vnderneath him his courageous ſteed, 
The fierce Spumador trode them downe like docks, 
The fierce Spwwador borne of heauenly ſeed: 
Such as La6medan of Phabucrace did breed, 


20 

Which ſuddeinehorrour and confuſed cry, 

When as their Captaine heard, in haſte he yode 

The cauſe to weer, and fault to remedy; 

Vpona Tigre ſwift and fierce he rode, 

That as _ whede ran vnderncath his R . 

While his lo ighraughtvnto the ground; 

Full Is ghraugh ſhoulders brode, 

Burt of ſuch ſubtile ſubſtance and vaſound, (bound. 
Thatlike a ghoſt he ſeem'd, whoſe Graue-clothes were _ 
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And in his hand a bended boaw was ſeene, 
And many arrowes vnder his right fide, © -* | 
All deadly dangerous, all cruell keene , 
Headed with flint, and feathers bloudy dide, 
Such as the Zmdans in their quyuers hide ; 
Thoſe could he well dire&and ſtreighr as line, 
And bid them ſtrike the marke; which hehad eyde; 
Ne was there ſalue; ne wasthere medicine, 


That moterecurethcir wounds: fo inly they did tine. 
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As pale and wan as aſhes was hislooke ,! 

His body leane and meagre as 4 rake, 

And skin all withered like'adryed rooke, 

Thereto as cold and drery as a Snake, 

That ſeem'd to tremble euermore, and quake : 

All in a canuasthin he was bedight, 

Andgirded with a belt of twiſted baake, 

Vpon his head he wore an Helmet light, 
Made of adead mans ſcull, thatſcem'd a gaſtly ſight. 


_— 
Maleger was his name, and ye him 
There follow'dfaſt at hand two wicked Hagy , 
Wh hoarie lockes all looſe, and viſage grim; 
Their feet viſhod, their bodies wrapt in rags, 
And both as ſwift on foot, as chaſed Stags 
And yetthe one her otherleg had lame, 
Which with a ſtaffe, all full lie ſnags 
She did diſport, and Impotence her name : | 
Butth'otherwas 1mpatience, arm'd with raging flame. 


24 
Soone as the Carlefrom farre the Prince eſpide, 
Gliſtering in armes and warlike ornament, * 
His beaſt he felly prickt on either ſide, 
And his miſchicuous boaw full readie bent, 
With which athim a cruell ſhaft he ſent : 
But he was warie, and it warded well 
Vpon his ſhield, that it no further went, 
But to the ground the idle quarrell fell : 
Thenhe es and another did expell. 


25 
Which to preuent, the Prince his mortallſpeare 
Soone to him raughr, and fierce at him did ride , 
To be auenged of that ſhotwhyleare : 
But he was not ſo hardy to abide 
Thatbitter ſtownd, but turning quicke aſide 
His light-foot beaſt, fled faſt away for feare : 
Whom to purlue, the Infant after hide, 
So faſtas his good Courſer could him beare, 
Butlabourloſt it was,to weene approche him neare. 
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For, as the winged windhis Tigre fled, 

Thar view of eye could ſcarſe him ouertake, 

Ne ſcarce his feet on ground were ſcene totred ; 

Through huls and dales he ſpeedie way did make, 

Ne hedge ne ditch his readic paſſage brake, 

And in his flight the villein turn'd his face 

(As wonts the Tartar by the Caſpian lake, 

When as the R»ſſian him in fight does chace) 
Vnto his Tyres tale, and ſhot at him apace. 


27 
Apace he ſhort, and yet he fled apace, : 
Still as the greedic knighrmgh to him drew, 
And oftentimes he would relenthis paſe, 


— 


That him his foe more fiercely ſhould purſew : 


Who when his yncouth manner he did vew 
He gan auize to follow him no more, 
But keepe his ftanding, and his ſhaftes eſchew, 
Vnnill he quite had ſpent his perlous ſtore, 
And then aflayle him Et 
28 


Burt that lame Hag, ſtillas abroad he ſtrew 
His wicked arrowes gathered them againe, 
And to him brought, freſh bartell to renew : 
Which he eſpying, caſt her to reſtraine 
From aq to that curſed Swaine, 
And her attaching thooght her handsro tie; 
But foone as him diſmounted onthePlaine, 
Thar other Hag did far away elpy 

Binding her ſiſter, ſhe to him ran haſtily 

2 

And catching hold of him, <. downe he lent, 
Him backward ouerthrew, and downe him ſtayd 
With their rude hands and grieſly grapplement, 
Till that the villein commung to their ayd, 
Vpon him fell, and lode vpon him layd; 
Fulllittle wanted, but he had him laine, 
And of the battell balefull end had made, 
Had not his gentle _ beheld hispaine, 

And commen to his reskew, ere his bitter bane. 


0 
So, greateſt and moſt elcrions thing on ground 
_ often need the help of weaker hand ; 
Sofecble is mans ſtate, and life vnſound, 
That iti aflurance it may neuer ſtand, 
Tillirdifſ6lued befrom carthly band. 
Proofe be thou Prince, the proweſt tnan aliue, 
And nobleſt borne of all i B#i#ton land ; 
Yet thee ficccc Fortune did fo neerely driue, 
That had not gracethee bleſt, thou ſhouldeſt 


31 F 
The Squire afrityng, fiercely inhis * 
Snatch firſt tht one, and then the ade, 
His chiefeſt lets and authors of his harmes , 


, ere he could ſhift for more. . 
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And them rce withheld with threatned blade, 


Leaſt that his Lord they ſhould behind inuade ; 


The whiles the Prince prickt with reprochefull ſhame, 


As one awak'tout of longſlombring ſhade, - 
Reuiuing thought df glorie and of fame, 


VYnited all his powres to purge himſellelfe from blathe, B 


22 
Like as 4 fire, the which in hollow caue 


Hath long been vnder-kept, and downe ſuppreſt . 


With murmurours diſdaine doth inly raue, 

And grudge, in ſo ſtreighe priſon to be preſt, 

Atlaft breakes forth with furious vareſt, 

And ftriues to mount vnto his natiue ſeat ; 

All that did earſtit hinder and moleſt, 

It now deuoures with flames and ſcorching heat, 
And carries into ſmoake withrageand honor great: 
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So mightily the Briton Ro himrous'd Thereathe ſmitten was "y . affrighr, 
Our of his hold; and broke hus cattiue bands; | And trembling terror did Fix hear appall : 
And as a Beare whom-angry curres haue touz'd, - , Ne wiſt he, what to thinke of that ſame 
Hug off-ſhak'zhem, and eſcap'ttheir hands; Ne whatto ſay, ne what to doeatall;. . -- 
Becomes more fell, and all chat him withſtands He doubted, it were ſome mags; 
Treads Cowne and ouerthrowes. Now had the Curl Illufion, that did beguile his ſenſe,  . 
Alighted from his Tigre, and his hands | Or wandring ghoſt, that wanted funcrall, . 
Diſcharged of his boaw and deadly quar'le, Or aerieſpirit vnder falle pretence,, | | 

Tolcizc vpon his foc flatlying onthemarle. Or helliſh feend rays'd vp through diucliſh ſcience. 

Which now him turndto difauantage deare ; His wonderfarre exceeded reafonsreath; .... . - -. 
For,ncither can hefly, nor other harme, That he began to doubthis dazled nd 
Bur truſt vnto his ſtrength and manhood meare, And oft of error did himfelfe "Tr 
Sith now hes farre from his monſtrous ſwarme, Fleſh without bloud, a perſon without ſorighe, . 
And of his weapous did himſelfe difarme. Wounds without hurt, abody wi als... 
The knight yet wrothfull for his late diſgrace, That could doc harme, yer.could not harmed bee, 
Fiercely adyaunſt hjs valorous rightarme, That could not die, yetleem'd a montall wight,,;,. 
And him ſo ſore ſmotewith his iron mace, Thatwas moſt ſtrong inmoſtinfirmitees ; ©... . 

That groueling ta the ground he fell, and fild his place. = Likedid he never heare, hike did heneuer ſee. |, 

5 T. 

Well weened he, that Geldoes then kis owne, Awhile heſtood in this FS... * We ue des bt 
And all his labour brought to happy end, Yet would he not for all his greatdiſmay nad 
When ſudden vp the milicin ouerthrowne, Giue ouerto effeCt his firſt intent, ,- |, ,/', 
Our of his {\wowne arale, freſhto contend, And th'vtmoſt meanes of vidtarie aſſay, - 

And gan himſelfe to ſecond batrell bend, Or th'vrmoſt ifſew of his owne decay. * 

As hurthe had not becn. Thereby there lay His owne good ſword M orddure, that neuer fay1d 
An huge great ſtone, which ſtoodvpon one end, At need, till now, he lightly threw away, 

And had not been remooued many aday; And his bright ſhield, that nought him now availd, 

Some land-marke dtobe, orſigne of ſundry waie. And with his naked hands him forcibly aſſayld. - 

| 4 --26 A. 
The ſame he ſnarcht, and with exceeding ſway Twixt his two mightie ... him vp he ſoatcht, 
Threw at his foe, who was right well aware And cruſht his carcaſle ſo agai this breſt, 
To ſhunne the engin of his meant decay ; That the diſJainfull ſoule he thence di 
It booted not to ak that throwe to beare; And th'idle breath all veterly expreſt : 
But ground he gaue, and lightly leapt areare : Tho when hefelt him dead, adowne he keſt 
Eft fierce returmoe, as a Faulcon fare, The lumpiſh corſe vnto the ſenſelefle z 
That once hath fafled of her (ouſe full neare, Adowne he keſt it mth ſo NE wrelt, 
Remounts againe intothe open aire, That denaggine itdidaloftrebound, 
And wgto bgtter tortune doth herſclfc prepaire; And gaue againſt his mother Earth a gronefull ſound ; 
_— 7 4 
So braue ing, with hi? brandiſht blade, As when Towes hareſebeanng Br from hie 
| Heto the Carle himſelfe againe addreſt, Stoupes at a flying heron with proud diſdaine, 
And ſtrooke at him fo ſternely, that he made The itone-dead quarrey fals ſo forcibly , 
An open paſſage throu h his riuen breſt, Thatir rebounds againſt the lowlie Plaine, 
That halte the ſteele bind his backe did reſt; A ſecond fall redoubling backe againe. 
Which drawing backe, he looked cuermore Then thought the Prince all m_ lure was paſt, 
Whenthe heart bloud ſhould guſh out of his cheſt, And that he viftox onely did remaine; 
Or his dead corſe ſhould fall ypon the flore; No ſooner thought, then that the Carle as faſt 
But his dead corlc vpon the flore fell nathemore : Gan heape huge ſtrokes 08 him, as ere he downewas caſt; 
8 44 : 

Ne drop of bloud ——ei_ to bee, , "_ his wits end then woxe th'amazed knight, 

All were the wounde ſo wide and wonderous, nd thought his labour loſt and trauell y.une, 

Thatthrough his carcaſſe one might plainely ſee: Agaiaſt this lifeleſs ſhadow ſo to fight: 

Halfe in a maze with horror hideous, Yet life he ſaw, and felthis mi hry maine, 

And halfe in rage to be deluded thus, _ That whiles he marucild ſtill, did ſtill him paine : 

Againe through both the {ides heſtrooke him quight, For thy he gan ſome other wayes aduize, 

That made his ſprightto grone full pitious : How to take life from that dead-liuing ſwaine, 

Yetnathemore Mr fled his groning ſpright; Whom ſtill he markedfreſhily to arize 

Bur freſhly, as at firſt, prepar'd hunaſelte to hehe. A” th'carth, and from her wombe now ſpirits to on 
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45 - And hauing quenchther burning fier brands, UK 
Hethen remembred well, that had been ſayd, Hedlong her ſelfe did caſt into that lake ; 
How th'Earth his mother was, and firſt him bore; But Impotence, with her owne wilfull hands, On: 
She ecke, ſo often as his life decayd, Oae of Malevers curſed darts did take, C 
Did life with vſury to him reſtore, Soriv'd hertrembling heart, and wickgd end did make. [ 
And ray{d him vp much ſtronger then before, 48 C 
So ſoone as he vnto her w did fall ; Thus now alone he conquerour remaines 3 F 
Therefore to ground he would him caſt no more, Tho,comming to his Squire, that kepthis ſtced, ( 
Ne him committo Graue terreftriall, Thought to haue mounted : burkis feeble yaines 4 
But beare him farrefrom hope of ſfuccour vſuall. Him faild thereto, and ſerued not his need, (bleed, F 
4 Through loſs of bloud, which from his wounds did Thi 
Tho, vp he —_ him twixt his puifſant hands, That he begati to faint, and life decay : 

And hauing {cruz'dout ofhis carrion corſe But his good Squire him helping vp with ſpecd, "0 
The lothfull life, now looſd from finfull bands, With ſtedfaſt hand vpon his horle did ſtaie, \ 
Vponhis ſhoulders carricd him perforce And led him to the Caſtle by the beaten waie; \ 
Aboue , taking hisfull courſe, 9 - 
Vatill he came ynto a ſtandi Z Where many Groomes and Squiers readie were, - 
Himthereinto he threw withoutremorlſc, To take him from his ſteed full renderly, - 
Ne ſtird, till hopeof life did him forſake; (make. Andcekethe faireſt Alma met him there 
So, cnd of that Carles dayes, and his owne paines did With balme and wine and coſtly fpiceric, . 
47 Tocomfort him in his infirnuty ; Do 

Which when thoſe wicked Hags from farre did ſpice, Efrſoones ſhe caus'd him vp to be conuuid. 

Like two mad dogs they ran abour the lands, And of his armes defpoyled eaſily, 


And th'one of them with dreadfull yelling cry, 
Throwing away her broken chaines and bands, 
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In ſumptuous bed ſhe made him to be laid, 
Andall the while his wounds were drefling,by him ſtayd. 
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Canto XIL 


Guyon by Palmers gowernance, 
paſſing through perils great, 

Doth overthrowe the Bowre of bliſſe, 
and_Arcraſie defeat. 
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Ow gins this poodly frame of Temperance 
ori and 2 adoteethot ang 


And this brave knight, thatfor this vertue 
Now comes to point of thatſameperilous ſted, (f.ghts, 
Where Pleaſure dwelles in ſenſuall delights, 
Msgſt thouſand dangers,& ten thouſand magick mights. 
2 


Two dayes now in that ſea he ſayled has, 
Ne euer land beheld, ne living wight, 
Ne oughtſaue peril, ſtill as be did paſs : | 
Tho, when appeared thethird Morrow bright 
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Vpon the waues to ſpred her trembling light, 
An hideous roaring farre away they heard, 
Thar all their ſenſes filled with aftnght, 
And ſtraightthey ſaw theraging ſurges reard 

Vp to the skaes, thatthem of drowning made affeard: 


Sayd then the Boateman, Palmer ſteere aright, 
And keep an cuen courſe ; for yonder way 
We needs muſtpaſs (God do vs well acquight) : 
That is the Gulfe of Greedineſſe, they ſay, 
That deepe engorgeth all this ——_— : 
Which hauing ſwallowed vp exceſſiuely, 
He ſoone in vomit vp againe doth lay, 
And belcheth forth his ſuperfluitie, 
That all the ſeas for feare doſeeme away to fly. 
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Cnth'other ſide an hideous Rock is pight, 

Of mightic Magnes ſtone, whole cragyy clift 

Depending from on hgh, dreadfu/lro fight, 

Ouer the waues his rugged armes doth hft, 

And threatneth down to throwe his raggedrift 

On whoſo commeth nigh ; yet night drawes 

All paſſcogers, that nonefrom it can ſhift : 

For whiles they fly that Gulfes deuouring 1awes, 
They anthis rock arerent, and ſunk in helpleſs Wawes. 


5 
Forward they paſſe, and ſtrongly he themrowes, 
Vutill they nigh vnto that Gulte arriue, 
Where {treame more violent and greedy growes : 
Then he wath all his puiſſaunce doth ſtriue 
To ſtrike his owres, and mightily doth driue 
[The hollow veſſcll through the threattull waue; 
Which gaping wide, to {wallow them al:ue 
Inth'/huge abyfle of his mg_ Graue, 
Dothrore atthem in vaine, and with great terror raue. 


6 

They pa by, that grieſly mouth did ſee, 
Sucking c '56n _ his conalles deepec, 
Thaticcm'd more horrible then hell to bee, 
Or that darke dreadfull hole of Tartare ſteepe, 
Through whichthe damned ghoſts doen o 
Backeto the world, bad liuers to torment : 
But noughttharfalles into this direfull deepe, 
Ne thay approcheth nigh the wide deſcent, 

May backe returne, but is condemaed to be drent. 


7 
Onth'other fide; they ſaw that perilous Rocke, 
Threatning itſelfe 0n them torumate, 
On whoſe ſharpe clifts the ribs of veſlels broke, 
And ſhiuered ſhips, which had been wrecked late, 
Yerſtuck, with carcaſſes cxanimare 
OFfſuch, as hauing all their ſubſtance ſpent 
In wantonoies, and luſtes intemperate, 
Did afterwards make ſhi eviolent 
Both of their life, and Fame for cuer fowly blent. 


8 
For thy, this hight The Recke of vile Reproche, 
A dangerous and deteſtableplace, 
To which oor fiſh nor fowle did once approche, .. 
But yelling Meawes, with Scagyilles hoarſe and baſe, 
And Cormoyrants, with birds ofrauenous race, 
Which ſtil{arewarting onthatwaſtfull clifr, 
For {poile of wretches, whoſe — cale, 
After loſt credire and confunied thritr, 
Arlaſt thenidriucnhark ro this deſpairefull drifr. 


9: 

The Palmer, ſecing them in ſafetic paſt, | 

Thus ſaid; Behold th'enſawples1nour fights 

Of luſtfull luxory and thnftieltewiſte: 

Wharnowistefr of miſerable wh, | | 

Which ſpent their looſer Haies1n lewd delights, ' / 
> Butſhameandfſadteproche, here = Moth | 

By theſe rent reliques, (peaking their ill phghts ? 

5 all that line, hereby be counlclled, 
To ſhunne Recke of. Reprochez and itas death to ered. 


creepe 


16 
So forth they rowed, and that F man 
With his ſtiffe oares did bruſh the ſea fo ſtrong, 
That the hoare waters from his frigot ran, 
And the light bubbles daunced all along, 
Whiles the ſalt brine out of the billowes ſprong. 
Ar laſt, far off they many Mlands pic, 
Oa euery fide floting the floods emong : 
Then ſaid the —_— Loe, I the land deſcrie; 
Therefore old Syre thy courſe do thereunto apply. 


IT 

That may not be, ſaid then the Ferryman, 

Leaſt we ynweetmy hapto be fordonne : 

For thoſe ſame Iſlands, ſeeming now arid than, 

Are not firme land, nor any certein wonne, 

Bur raggling plots; which to and fro do ronne 

In the wide waters : therefore are they hight 

The wandring Iſlands. Therefore do them ſhonne ; 

For they hauc oft drawne many a wandring wight 
Into moſt deadly danger and diltrefled plight. 


15 

Yer well they ſcemeto him, that farre doth vew, 

Both faire and fruitfull, and the ground diſſpred 

With graffic greenof deleQublehew, 

And the tall trees with leaucs apparelled, 

Are deckt with bloſſomes dyde in white and red, 

That moxe thepaſſengers theretoallure; 

But whoſocuer once hath faſtened 

His foot thereon, may neuer itrecure, - 


x 

s th'Ifle of Delos whims lag repott” - 

Amid tir Aegean ica long time did ſtray; 

Ne madetfor ſhipping any certaineporr, 

Till chat-Latona travelling that way, 

Blying from Isnoes wrath and hard. allay, 

Coe fire twins was there deliuered, 

Whichafterwards did rule the nightand day ; 

Thenceforthir firmly was eſtabliſhed, : 

Andfor .4pelloes honour bighly herricd. 


I 
Theyto himSnlie;cbbeſoutgh quia? : :! 
And paſle og forward :1o their way does ly, 
Thar one of thoſe ſame Ilinds which doefleer 
In the wide ſea, they needes muſt paſſen by, 
Which ſeem'd ſo fwecr and pleaſant ro the eye, 
That it would ternpt a man to touchen there : 
Vpon the bank they fitting didef 
A daintie damzell, drefling of "rl (ay 
By whom alitle skipper floting did appeare. 
She, them eſpying, loud ha 
e, elpying, loud ta them gan call, 
Biddin y Lam, rare nay theſhore; 
For ſhe had cauſe to buſic them withall ; 
And therewith loudly laught : Burnathemors. 
Would they once turne , but kept onas afore : 
Which when ſhe aw, ſheleft her locks vndight, 
Andrunmang to her boat withouten ore, 
From the departing land it Launched lighe, ," 
And aftet ther did dnue with all her power and might. 


. wandreth euermore vaicertain and ynſure. 
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Whom ouertaking, ſhe in merry ſort 
Them gan to bord, and purpoſe diuerſly, 
Now faining dalliance and wanton ſport, 
Now throwing forth lewd words immodeſtly ; 
Till that the Palmer ganfull bitter] 
Her to rebuke, for being looſe andj; ht: 
Which notabiding, bur more ſcornetully 
Scoffing at him, that did her iuſtly wite, 
She turnd her bote about, and from them rowedquite. 


17 
That was the wanton Phedria, which late 
Did ferry him, ouer the 7dlelake - 
Whom nought regarding, eye on their gate, 
And all her yaine allurements did forſake , 
When them the wary Boateman thus beſpake ; 
Here now beh vs well to _ 
Oy = wok 
OT Acre OTE a us Dp; » 
Where many Mermayds hs, nA falſe melodies, 
18 
But by the way, there is a Quickſand, 
Anda whirlepoole of hidden icopardie: 
Therefore, Sir Palmer, keep an cucn hand; 
For twizt them both the narrow way doth lie. 
Scarſc had he ſaid, when hard at hand they ſpy 
That quickſand nigh, with water couered; 
But by the checked waue they did deſcric 
—_ and by the ſea diſcoloured : 
Itcalled was the quickſand of Ynthriftyhed. 


19 
They, paſſing by, a goodly Ship did ſee, 
744 as. fr wi th > merchandize, 
And braucly furniſhed, as ſhip might be, 
Which through great difauenture, or nuſprize, 
Her ſelfe had runne into that hazardize ; 
Whoſe Mariners and Merchants with much toyle, 
Labour'd in vaineto haue recur'd their prize, 
And the rich wares to ſaue from mo ſpoyle: 
But neither toyle nor trauell might her backe recoyle. 
'20 
Onth'other fide they ſee that perilous Poole, 
That called was the —_ decay , 
In which full had with hapleſs doole 
Beene ſunke, of whom no memory did ſtay : 
Whoſe circled waters rapt with whurling ſway, 
Like ro arcſtleſſewheele, ſtill running round, 
Did couet, as they paſled by that waie, 
To draw the boat within thevtmoſt bound 
Of his wide Labyrinth, and then to haue them dround, 


21 

But th'heedfull Boateman ſtrongly foorth did ſtretch 

His brawnic armes, and all his —_ 

That th'vtmoſt ſandy breach they ſhortly fetch, 

Whiles the drad danger does behind remaine. 

Suddaine they ſee, from midſt of all the Maine, 

The ſurging waters like a Mounraine riſe, 

And the great ſea puft vp with proud dildaine, 

Toſwell abouc the meaſure of his guiſe, ; 
As threatning to deuoureall, thathis powre deſpiſe. 


22 
The waues come rolling, and the billowes rore 
Outragiouſly, as they were; 
Or wrathfull Neptune did them driue before 
His whirling charer, for exceeding feare : 
For, not one puffe of wind there | ni 
That all tte r pon thereat woxe much atfrayd, 
Vaweeting whatſuch horrour ſtrange did reare., 
Efrloones they ſaw an hydeous hoſt arrayd 
Of huge Sea monſters, ſuch as liuing ſenſe diſmayd; 


2 
Moſt vgly ſhapes, and horrible aſpe&ts, 
Such as Dame Natureſelfe morefeare to ſee, 
Or ſhame; that cuer ſhould fo fowle defets 
From her moſt cunning hand eſcaped be; 
All dreadfull pourtraiCty of deforminee : 
Spring-headed Hydraes, and ſea-ſhouldring Whales, 
Great whirlpooles, which all fiſhes make to flee, 
Bright Scolopendraes, arm'd with filuer ſcales, 
Mighty Monoceros, with immealured tayles. 


2 

The dreadfull Fiſh, thar hath deſerv'd the name 

Of Death, and like him lookes in dreadfull hew, 

The grieſly Waſſerman, that makes his game 

The flying ſhips with ſwiftneſle to purſew, 

The hornible Sea-ſatyre, that doth ſhew 

His fearcfull face in ume of greateſt ſtorme, 

Huge Ziffis, whom Mariners eſchew 

Nleſlc then rockes (as trauellers informe) 
And greedy Reſmarines with viſages deforme; 


2 

All theſe, and thouſand heakuls many more, 

And more deformed Monſters thouſand fold, 

With dreadfull noiſe, and hollowrombling rore, 

Cameruſhung in the fomy waues enrold, 

Which ſeem'd to fly for feare, them to behold : 

Ne wonder, if theſe 41d the Knught appall; * 

For, all that here on earth we dreadfull hold, 

Be but as bugs to fearen babes withall, 
Compared to the Creatures - the ſcas cntrall. 


2 
Feare noughrt,then ſaid the Palmer well aiz'd; 
For, theſeſame Monſters are not theſeindeed, 
Butare into theſe fearefull ſhapes diſguiz'd 
By that — mm 4 ry 
And drawefrom on this10urney to 
Tho, lifting vp his yertuous ale of ©, 
He ſmote the lea, which calmed was with ſpeed, 
And all that dreadfull Armie faſt gan fiye 
Into great Tethys bolome, where they hidden ye. 


27 

uit from that danger, forth their courſe th : 
_= as they enepinns aruefull a an 

Of one, that wayld and pitrifully wepr, 

That through the ſearelounding plaints did fly : 

Ar laſt they in an Iſland did ef 

A ſcemly Maiden, fitting ſhore, 

That with great ſorrow, and {ad A 

Seemed ſome great milfortuneto deplore, 
And lowd to them for ſuccour called cucrmore. 
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Which Gwyon hearing, ſtreight his Palmer bade 
To ſtere the boate towards thatdolefull Mayd, 
That he might knowe, and eaſc herfſorrow fad; 
Who him auizing better, to him ſayd ; 
Faire Sir, be not diſpleas'd, if diſobayd : 
For ill it were to hearken to her cry ; 
For ſhe is inly nothing ill appayd, 
But onely womaniſh fine forgerie, 

Your ſtubborne heart tafteR with fraile infirmitie. 

2 

To which when ſhe your cnm—_ hath inclin'd 
Through fooliſh pitrie , then her guilefull bayt 
She will embolome deeper in your mind, 
And for your ruine at the laſt awayr. 
The knight was ruled, and the Boateman ſtrayt 
Held on his cowrle with ſtayed ſtedfaſtneſle, 
Ne cuer ſhrunke, ne ever ſoughtto bayt 
His tiredarmes for toyllome wearineſle, 

But with his oares Jid {weepe the watry wilderneſle. 


O 
And now they nigh acaciel tothe ſted, 
Whereas thoſe Mermaids dwelt : it was a ſtill 
And calmy bay, on th'one fide ſheltcred 
With the das, ſhadow of an hoaric hill, 
On th'other ſide an high rocke toured till, 
That tivixt them both a pleaſant port they made; 
And did like an halfe Theatre fulfill ; 
There thoſe fue fiſters had continuall trade, 
And ys'd to bathe themſclues in that deceitfull ſhade; 


I 
They were faire Ladies till hey fond'y ſtriy'd 
With th'Heliconi4n maides for mailtery ; 
Of whom they ouercommen were depriv'd 
Of their proud beaurtie, and th'one moiry 


Transform'd to fiſh, for their bold ſurquedry "WE y 


But th'vpper h.ilfe their hew retained ſtill, 
And their ſweet kill 1n wonted melody ; 
Which euer after they abus'd to 1ll; 
T' allure weake Trauellers,whom gotten they did all; 


2 
So now to Gu90n, as he paſſed by, 

Theirplealant tunes they ſweetly thus applide; 
O thou faire ſonne of gentle Faery, 
Thatart in mighty armes moſt ifide 
Abcue all knights, that ever battell ride, 
O turne thy rudder hitherward awhile : 
Here may thy ſtorme-bet vellell lafely ride ; 
This 1s he Port of reſt from troublous toyle, 


The worlds ſweet In, from paine & weariſome turmoyle. 


With thar, the rolling ſea ealoandia ſoft, 
In his brg baſe them fitly anſwered , 
And on . rocke the waues breaking aloft, 
A lolemne Meane voto them meaſured, 
The whiles ſweet Zephyras lowd whiſteled 
His trebble,a ſtraoge kind of harmoniez 
Which Gwyons ſenſes ſoftly tickeled, 
Thathe the Boateman bad rowe eaſily, 
And lethim heare ſome part of their raremelgdie. 


But him that Palmer "IR. A yanitic, 
With temperate aduiſe diſcounſelled, 
The land, to which their courſe they leucled; 
When ſuddeinly a grofle fog ouer-ipred 
With his dull vapour all that deſert has, 

And heauens chearcfull face enueloped, 
Tharall things one, and one as nothi 
And this great Vniuerſe ſcem'd one 


Was, 


ed maſs, 


5 
Thereatthey greatly were diſmayd; newiſt 


How to direCt their way in darkneſle wide, 

But feard to wander in that waſtfull miſt, 

Fortombling into miſchicfe yneſpide. 

Worle is the danger hidden, then deſcride. 

Suddeinly an innumerable flight 

Of harmefull fowles,about them fluttering, cride; 

And with their wicked wings them oft did imighe, 
And ſote annoyed, groping in that grieſly night. 

| 6 


Euen all the nation of enformagal | 
And fatall birds about them flocked were, 
Such as by oature men abhorre and hate, 
Theill-fac't Owle, deaths dreadfull meſſengere, 
The hoarſe Night-rauen, trump of dolefulldrere; 
The lether-winged Bat, dayes enemy; 
Theruefull Strich, ſtill waiting on the bere, 
The Whiſtler ſhrill, that wholo hcares, doth dy; 
The helliſh Harpics, Prophers of {ad deſtinic. 


7 
All thoſe, and all that elledds horrour breed, . 
Abour them flew, and fild their ſayles with feare: 
Yet ſtayd they nor, but forward did proceed, 
Whiles th'one did rowe, and th'other ſtifly ſteare 3 
Till that ax laſt the weather gao to cleare, 
And the faire land it ſeffe did plainely ſhowe. 
Said then the Palmer, Lo where does appeare 
The ſacred ſoile, where all our perils growe; 
Thertfore, Sir knight, your ready armes about you throwe. 
8 


He hearkned, and PRE .- 6k him tooke, 
The whiles the nimble boate ſo well her ſped, 
Thatwith her crooked keele the land ſhe ſtrooke, 
Then forth the noble Guyon (allied, 
And his ſage Palmer, that him gouerned ; 
Bur th'other by his boare behind did ſtay. 
They marched fairely forth, of ogg ydred, 
Both firmely armd for cuery hardaſlay, 

With conſtancie and care, gainſt danger and dilmay: 


39 
Erelon heard an hideous bellowi 
Ofray beaſt, wo 


yr CD 

x bungers int, or F enus {ti 

d with fell ſurquedry ; 

Yet they feard, bur paſt on hardly, 
Vntill they cameinview of thoſe wilde beaſts : 


Who all at once, gaping full ily, 
And rearing fiercely their ing creſts, 
Ran towards; todeuoure 


— 
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But ſoone as they approck's with deadly threat 
The Palmer over them his ſtaffe vpheld, 
His mighty ſtaffe, that could all charmes defeat: 
Efrſoones their ſtubborne courages were queld, 
And high advaunced creſts downe meckely feld: 
In ſtead of fraying, they themſclues did feare, 
And trembled, as them paſſing they beheld: 
Such wondrous powre did in hat ſtaffe , 
All monſters to ſubdue to him that did it beare. 


41 
Of that ſame wood it fram'd was cunningly 
Of which Caduceus whilome was made; 
Caducens, the rod of Mercury, 
With which he wouts the Stygianrealmes invade, 
Through gaſtly horrour, and cternall ſhade; 
Th'infernall fiends with it he can afſwage, 
And Orcus tame, whom nothing can perſwade, 
And rule the Furies, when they moſt doc r:ge : 
Such vertue in his ſtaffe had cke this Palmer lage. 


\ 42 
Thence paſſing forth, they ſhortly docarriue, 
Whereas the Bowre of Bliſſe was fituate; 
A place pickt our by choice of beſt alive, 
That Natures workeby artcan imitate : 
In which what=cuerin this worldly ſtate 
Is (weet, and pleaſing vnto liuing ſenſe, 
Or that may daintieſtfantaſie apgrate, 
Was poured forth ws 697 ma diſpence, 
And made there to abound with lauiſh affluence. 


4 
Goodly itwas encloſed WW. abour, 
Afivell their entred gueſts ro keipe within, 
As thoſe vnruly sto hold withour; 
Yerwas the fence thereof but weake and thin : 
Nought feard their force, that fortilagetowin, 
But wiſedoms powre, and temperances might, 
By which the mighrieſt things efforced bin : 
And cke the gate was wrought of ſubſtance light, 
Rather for pleaſure, then for battery or fight. 
44 
It framed was of precious yuory, 
Thar ſeem'd a worke of admirablewitz 
And thercin all the famous hiſtory 
Of Iaſon and Medea was ywritz 
Her mighty charmes, her turious louing fit, 
His goodly conqueſt of the golden fleece, 
His falſed fath, and loue too lightly flit, 
The wondred Argo,whichin += 38 AY 
Firſt through the Euxine ſeas bore all the flowr of Greece. 


45 
Ye might haue ſcene the frothy billowes fry 
Valer the ſhip as thorough them ſhe wear, 
That ſeem'd the waues were into yuory, 
Or yuory into the waues were ſent; 
tniokes where the ſnowy ſubſtance ſj 


With vermell like the boyes bloud therein ſhed, 
A pitiousſpeRacle did repreſent, 

And otherwhiles with gold beſprinkeled; 

It ſcemd th'enchaunted flame, which did Crel#/a wed. 


——T 
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All this, and more might in that goodly gate 
Be read; that cuer open ſtood to all, 
Which thither came : but in the Porch there are 
A comel _ e of ſtature tall, 
And fad aunce rat , more then naturall, 
That Traucllersto him ſecm'd to entiſe; 
His looſer garment to the ground did fall, 
And flew about his heeles 1n wanton wiſe, 
Not fitfor ſpeedy pale, or manly cxercile. 


47 

They io that place him Genie did call : 

Not rhat celeſtiall powre, to whom the care 

Of life, and generation of all 

Thatliucs, pertaincs, in chargeparticular, 

Who wondrous things concerning our wel 

And ſtrange phantomes doth let vs oft foreſee, 

And oftot ſecretill bids vs beware : 

Thar is our Selfe, whom though we doenotſee, 
Yet each doth in himſclfe it well perceiue to bee. 


8 
Therefore a God him ſa e Antiquity 
Did wiſely make, and goed Agdiſtes call : 
But this ſame was to thatquite contrary, 
The foe of life, that good enuyesto all, 
Thar ſecretly doth vs procure tofall, 
Through gwlefull ſemblaunts, which he makes vs ſee. 
He of this Gardin had the gouecrnall, 
And Pleaſures porter was deuiz'd to be, 
Holding a ſtaffe in hand for more formalitee. 


4 
With diverſe flowres he aainnily was deckr, 

And ſtrowed round about, and by his fide 

A mighty Mazer bowle of wine wasſet, 

As if ithad to him been facrifide ; 

Wherewith all new-come gueſts he grarifide: 

So did he eke Sir Gwyon paſhing by : 

But he his idle curtefie defide, 

And ouerthrew his bowle diſdainefully ; 
And broke his ſtaffe, with which he charmed ſemblants fly, 


50 

Thus being entred, they behold around 

A large and ſpacious plaine, on euery fide 

Strowed with pleaſance, whoſe faire graflie 

Mantled with greene, and goodly beautifide 

With all the Ornaments of Floyaes pride, 

Wherewith her mother Art, as halfe in ſcorne 

Of niggard Nature, like a pompous Bride 

Did decke her, and too lauiſhly adorne, (morne. 
When forth from virgin bowre ſhe comes in th'carly 


x 
Thereto the Heauens PI = Iouiall, 
Lookt on them louely, ſtillin ſtedfaſt ſtate, 
Ne ſuffred ſtorme nor froſt on them to fall, 
Their tender buds or leaues to violate, 
Nor ſcorching heat, nor cold intem 
T':affli& the creatures, which therein did dwell, 
But the milde azre with ſeaſon moderate 
Gently attempred, and diſpos'd ſo well, 


Thar ſtil} it breathed forth leet ſpirit & holelome ſmell. 
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More ſweet and wholſome, then the pleaſant hill 
Of Rhodope,on which the Nymph that bore 
A giant babe, her ſelte for griete did kill 
Or the Thellalian Tempe, where of yore 
Fare Dephne, Phebus hart with Joue did gore3 
Or 1da, where the Gods lov'd torepaire, 
When-eucr they ther heauenly bowres forlore 3 
Or ſweet Parnaſſe, the hauntof Mules faire 3 

Or Eden, if that ought with Eden mote compaire. 


5 

Much wondred G«yon at che faire alpet 

Of that veer place, yer ſuftred no delight 

To finke unto his ſeale, nor mind affect; 

But paſſed forth, and lookeftill forward right, 

Bridling his will, and maiſtering his might: 

Till that he came vato another gate, 

No gate, bur like one, beeing goodly dighr 

With boughes and branches, Hh did broad dilate 
Their claſpiog armes, in wanton wreathings intricate, 


54 

So faſhioned a Porch with rare deuiſe, 

Archt over head with an embracing Vine, 

Whoſe bunches hanging downe, {ſcem'd to entice 

All paſſers by, to taſte their luſhuous wine, 

And did them(elues into their hands inchne, 

As freelic offering to be gathered : 

Somic deepeempurpled as the Hyacint, 

Some as the Rubine, laughing tweetly red, 


Some like faire Emeraudes, not yet weil ripened. 


ſs 
And them amongſ, ſome were of burniſht gold, 
So made by art, robeaurific the reſt, 
Which did themſclues emongft the leaues enfold, 
As lurking from the view of couctous ny 
That the weake boughes, with (o rich load oppreſt, 
Did bow adowne, as over-burdened. 
Vander that Porch a comely Dame did reſt, 
Clad in faire weedes, but foule dilordered, 


And garments loole, that ſeem'd vamect for womanhed. 


6 
In her lefthand a Cup of old ſheheld, 
And with her right the riper fruit did reach, 
Whole (appy liquor thatwith fulneſle fiweld, 
Into her cup ſhe {cruz'd, with dainty breach 
Of her fine fingers, withoutfoule empeach, 
That ſo fayre winc-preſle made the wine more ſweet : 
Thercof ſhe vs'd to giue to drinke to each, 
Whom paſſing by ſhe happened to meer : 
It was her guiſe, all Strangers goodly lo to greet. 
7 
$o ſhee to Gwyon offred it R. taſte ; 
VVho taking it out of hc r tender hond, 
The cup to ground did violently caſt, 
That all in peeces it was broken fond, 
An1 with the liquor ſtained allthe lond : 
V Vhereat Excejſe exceedingly was wroth, 
Yet no'te the laine amend, ne yet withſtond, 
Bur ſufired him to pafle, all were ſhe loth; 
Who,notregarding her diſpleaſure, forward go'th, 


58 

There the moſt dainty Paradiſe on ground, 

It ſelfe doth otter to his ſober eye, 
In which all pleaſures plentoufly abound, 
aa ne : 

e painted flowres, the trees vpſhooting hie, 
The les or hde, he ills or brahing 

c groues, the Cryſtall running = 
And that, whuch all faire works doth moſtagyrace, 


The art, which all that wrought, appeared in no place, 


59 
One would haue thought (ſo cunning]y therude 
And {corned gin mangled with the fine) 
That Natur for wantonnelle enjude 
Art, and that Art at Nature did repine; 
So ſtriving each th'other to vadermine, 
Each did the others worke mare beaurifie; 
So differing both in willes, in finez 
So all agreed through ſweet diuerſitie, 
This Garten to a4orne with all varictic. 
60 


Andinthe midſt of all, a Fountaine ſtood, 
Of richeſt ſubſtance that on earth might bee, 
So pure and ſhiny,that the filver flood 
Through cuery channell running one might {ces 
Moſt goodly it with pure imageree 
Was over-wrought, and ſhapes of naked boyes, 
Of which ſame teem'd with linely iollitee 
To fly about, playing their wanton toyes, 
Whul'ſt others did themtelues embay in liquid ioyes. 
6 


x 
And over all, of pureſt gold was 
Atrayleof Iv in _ __ 
For, therich merall was ſo coloured, 
That wight, who did not well avis'd jt view, 
Would furcly deemeitto be Ivietrue : 
Lowe his laſciuious armes adowne did crerpe, 
That themſelues dipping in the filver dew, 
Ther fleecie flowres they tenderly did ſterpe, 
Which drops of Cryſtall ſcem'd for wantonnefle to weep. 
6 


3 
Infinite ſtreares continually did well 
Our of this Fountaine, ſweet and faire to fee, 
= which into an ample Laver fell, 
And ſhortly grew to ſo atic 
Thatlike alutle lakeir cem'dtobeet. 
Whole depth exceeded nor three cubits hight, 
Thar through the waues one might the bottonu ſee, 


All pav'd beneath with Laſpar ſhining bri 
That fem'd the Fountaine Dthae Sea TS niright, 
6 


And all the atcrerkdebberiiy ſer, 
With ſhady 11 trees, thence to defend 
The ſunny beames, which on the billowes bet, 
And thoſe which therein bathed, mote offend. 
As Guyon hapned by the ſame to wend, 
Two naked Damaclles he therein eſpyde, 
Which therein bathing, ſeemed to contend, 
And wreſtle wantonly, ne car'd to hide 
Theird —_ pargs from view of any which them cyde. 


120 THE- SECOND 'BOOKE OF 


Cant, X II, 


64 
Some-rimes, the one would lift the other quight 
Aboue the waters, and then downe againc 
Her plonge, as over-maiſtered by nught, 
Where both awhile would couered remaine, 
And each the other from to riſe reſtraine ; 
The whiles their ſnowy lrmbes, as through a vele, 
Sothr the waues appeared plaine : 
Then ſu ly bark would "5 acre 
Andth'amarous A” to greedy eyes reucle. 


5 
As that faire Starre, the meſſenger of morne, 
His deawy face out of the ſea doth reare : 
Or as the Cyprian Goddelle, newly borne 
Ot th'Oceans fruitfullfroth, did firſt rep___ : 
Such ſeemed they, and ſo their yellow heare 
S—_ ne humour dropped downe apace. 
om ſuch when G«9onſaw, he drew him neare, 
And ſome-what gan relenthis earneſt pale, 
His ſtubborne breaſt gan ſecret pleaſance to embrace. 
66 


The wanton Maidens him efpying, ſtood 
Gazing awhile at his vnwoared guiſe ; | 
Then | T5 her ſelfe lowe Jacked in the flood, 
Abaſht, that her a ſtranger did aviſe : 
But th'other, rather higher did ariſe, 
And her two lilly paps aloft diſplayd, 
And all thatrmight his melnng hart entiſe 
Toherdcli ſhe vnto him bewrayd : 
Thercſt hid cath, him more defirous made. 


67 
With that, the other likewiſe vp aroſe, 
And herfaire locks, which formerly were bound 
Vpin one knot, ſhe lowe adowne did loſe : 
Which, flowing long and thick, ber cloth'd around, 
And th'luorie 1n golden mantle gownd : 
So that faire ſpeCtacle from him was reft, 

Yet that which reftit, no lefle faire was found: 
So hid inlocks and waues fromlopkers theft, 
Noughtburher loucly face ſhefor his looking left. 

68 


Withall ſhe Loughed, pw _ bluſhe withall, 
That bluſhing to her laughter gaue more grace, 
And laughter to her bluſking, a: did fall "oe 
Now whenthey ſpyde the knight to lack his paſe, 
Them to behold, and in his ſparkling face 
The ſecret fignes of kindled luſt appere, 
Their wanton meriments they did encreaſe, 
And to him beckned, to approche more neare, 


And ſhewd him many fights,that courage cold couldreare. 
6 


On which when cxinphimihe Palmerſaw, 

He much rebuk't thoſe wandrivg eyes of his, 

And (counſcld well) him forward thence did draw. 

Now arethey come nigh to the Bowre of bliſs 

Of her fond fauorites lo nam'd ami!s : 

When thus the Palmer ; Now Sir, well aviſc; 

For, heerethe end of all ourtrauell is : 

Heere wonnes Acraſia, whom we muſt ſurpriſe, 
Elſe ſhe will lip away, andall our drift deſpiſe. 


70 
Eftſoones they heard a moſt melodious ſound, 
Of all that mote delight a dainty care, 
Such as attonce might noton luing ground, 
Sauc in this Paradile, be heard ellwhere : 
Right hard it was for wight which did it heare, 
La m_ _ ———— that mote bee ; 
or t pleaſing is to huing eare, 
Was there a in i, 
Birds, voyces, inſtruments, windes, waters, all agree. 


71 

The ioyous birds, ſhrouded in cheareful ſhade, 
Their notes ymo the voyceatrempred ſiveet ; 
Th'Angelicall ſoft trembling voyces made 
To th'1nſtruments divine re{pondence meet : 
The filuer ſounding inſtruments did meet 
With the baſe murmure of the waters full : 
The waters fall with difference diſcreet, 
Now ſoft, now loud, vnto the wind did call : 

The gentle warbl:ng wind lowe an{wered to all. 


7 
There, whence that Muſick ſeemed heard to bee, 
Was the faire Witch, her ſelfe now ſolacing 
With anew Louecr, whom through {orceree 
And witchcraft, ſhe from farre did thither bring: 
There ſhe had him nowlayd aſlumbering, 
In ſecret ſhade, after long wanton ioyes: 
Whilſt round about them pleaſantly did ſing 
Many faire Ladies, and laſctuious boyes, 
That cuer nuxt their ſong with light licentious toyes. 


7 
And all the while, right over Lim ſhehong, 
With her falſe eyes faſt fixedin his ſight, 
As w— medicine, whence ſhe was ſtong, 
Or greedily depaſturing _ : 
And oft inclining downe with kiſles light, 
For feare of waking him, his lips bedewd, 
And through his humid eyes did ſuck his ſpright, 
Quite molten into Juſt and pleaſurelewd ; 
Where-with ſhe fighed ſoft, as if his caſe ſhe rewd. 


7 
The whiles, ſome one did S_ this louely lay ; 
Ah ſee, whoſo faire thing dooſt faineto foe, 

In ſpringing flowre the image of thy day ; 
Ah ſee the irgin Roſe, how ſweetly ſhee 
Doth firſt peepe foorth with modeſtee, 
Thatfayrer ſcemes, thelefle yee ſee her may ; 
Lo, ſee {oone after, how more bold and free 
Her bared boſome ſhe doth broad diſplay; 

Lo, (ce ſoone after, how ſhe fades and falles away. 


75 
So paſſeth, in the paſſing of aday, 
Of mortall life the leafe, the bud, the lowre, 
Ne more doth flouriſh after firſt decay, 
That carſt was ſought to deck both bedand bowre 
Of many a Lady, and many a Paramoure: 
Gather therefore the Roſe, whil'ſt yet is prime, 
For, ſoone comes age, that will her pride deflowre: 
Gather the Roſe of we whilſt yetis time, 
Whil'ſt louing thou mayſt loucd be with equall crime. 
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He ceaſt, and then gan all the quire of birds 
Their duerſe notes Cattune vnto his lay, 
As in approuance of hus pleaſing words. 
The conſtant paire heard all thathe did ſay, 
Yet ſwarued not, but kepttheir forward way, 
Through many couert groues, and thickers cloſe, 
In which they creeping did at laſt _—_— 
That wanton Ladie, with her Louer loſe, 


VVhoſcfleepy head ſhein her lap did ſoft diſpoſe. 


T7 
Vpon a bed of Roſes ſhe was layd, 
As faint through heat, or dight to pleaſant fin, 
And was arrayd, orrather dilurrayd, 
All :naveile of filke and filver thin, 
Thar hid no whither alablatter skin, 
But rather ſhewd more white, if more might bee: 
Moreſubtile web Arachne cannot ſpin, 
Nor the fine nets, which oft we wouen ſee 
Oficorched deaw, doe not in th'aire more lightly flec. 
78 
Her ſnowy breaſt was bare to ready ſpoyle 
Ot hungry eyes, which n'ore there-with be fild ; 
And yetthrough languour of her Jate ſweet toyle, 
Few drops, more cleare then NeCtar, forth diſtild, 
That hke pure Orient pearles adowne it trild: 
And her fayre eyes ſweet [myling in delight, 
Moyſtened their fierie beames, with which ſhe thrild 
Fraile harts, yet quenched not; like ſtarry light 
Which ſparkling on the ſilent waues, docs leeme more 
79 (bright. 
The young man ſleeping by her, ſecm'd to bee 
Some goodly ſwayne of honourable place, 
That certes it greatpitty was to [ce 
Him his nobilitic lo foule deface; 
A lweet regard, and amiable grace, 
Mixed with manly ſternneſle did appeare 
Yer ſleeping, in his well proportiond face, 
And a tender lips the downy haire 
Did now bur fteſhly ſpring, and ſilken bloſſoms beare. 
80 


His warlike armes (the idle inſtruments 
Offleeping praiſe) were hong vpon atree, 
And his braue ſhield (full of old moniments) 
Was foully ras't, that nonethe ſignes might ſee; 
Ne for them, ne for honour cared hee, 
Ne ought that did to his advauncement tend, 
But in -_- loues, and waſtefull luxuree, 
His dayes, his goods, his body he did ſpend : 
Ohorrible enchauntment, thathim ſo did blend ! 


81 
The noble Elfe, and carefull Palmer drew 
So mgh them (minding _—_ but luſtfull game) 
Thar ſfudJaine forth they on them ruſht, and threw 
Aubrile net, which onely for the ſame 
The $kilfull Palmer formally did frame. 
So held them vnder faſt, the whiles thereſt 
Fled all away for feare of fouler ſhame, 
The faire Enchauntreſle, ſo vowares oppreſt, 


LIMI 


82 
And eke her Louer ſtroue : but all in vaine ; 


For, that ſame net ſo cunningly was wound, 

That neither guile nor force might it diſtraine. 

They tooke them both, & both them ſtrongly bound 
In captiue bands, which there they ready found : 

But her in chaines of Adamant he tyde; 

For nothing elſe might keepe her ſafe and ſound; 

But Yerdant ({o he hight) he ſoone vntyde, 


And counſel ſage 1n ſteed thereof to him applide. 
v3 
But all thoſe pleaſant bowres, and Palace braue, 


Guyon broke downe, with rigour pittileſle; 

Ne ought their goodly wor ip mightſaue 
Them from the tempeſt of his wrathfulneſle, 
But that their blifſe he turn'd to balefulneſle : 
Their Groues hefeld, their Gardens did deface, 
Their Arbers ſpoyld, their Cabinets ſupprelſle, 
Their Banket-houſes burne, their buildings race, 


And of the fayreſt late, now made the fouleſt lace. 


84 


Then led they her away, and cke that knight 


They with them led, both ſorrowfull and ſad: 

The way they came, theſamereturnd they right, 

Till they arriucd where they lately had 

Charm'd thoſe wild-beaſts, that rag'd with fury mad. 
VVhich now awaking, fierce at them gan fly, 

As intheir miſtrefle reskew, whom they lad; 


But them the Palmer ſoone did pacific. (did lis. 


Then Guyon askt, what meant thoſe beaſtes vyhich there 
85 
Said hee, Theſe ſeeming beaſtes aremenindeed, 


Whom this Enchauntreſle hath transformed thus, 
Whylome her Louers, which her luſts did feed, 
Now turnedinto figures hideous, 

According to their mindes hike monſtruous. 

Sad end, quoth he, of life intemperate, 

And mournefull meede of ioyes delicious : 

But Palmer, if it mote thee {o ate, 


Let them returned be vnto their former ſtate. 


86 


Straight-way he with his verruous ſtaffe them ſtrooke, 


And ſtraight of beaſts they comely men became; 
Yet beeing men,they did vamanly looke, 

And ſtared gaſtly, ſome for inward ſhame, 

And ſome tor wrath, to ſee their captiue Dame : 
But one aboue thereſtin ſpecaall, 

Thar had an hog been late (hight Grille by name) 
Repined greatly, and did him milcall, 


That had from hoggiſh forme him brought to naturall, 
$7 ; 
Said Guyon, See the mind of beaſtly man, 


That hath {o ſoone forgotthe excellence 
Ofhis creation, when pe life began, 

That now he chooſerh with vile difference, 
To bea beaſt, and lacke intelligence. 

To whom the Palmerthus, The dunghill kind 
Delights in filth and foule incontinence : 


Ler Grill be Grill, and have his hoggiſh mind, 


Tryde all her arts, and all her flcights, thence out to wreſt. Bur let vs hence depart, whilſt weather ſerues ang wind. 
The end of the ſecond Bookg. L 2. 
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I Heere-to perforce. But 6, drad Soueraigne, 
—_—_=—=— T falls mc hcere to write of Chaſtitie, Thus farre forth pardon, ith that choiceſt wit 
TIN (CY T hat faireſt vertue, farre aboue the reſt ; Cannot your glorious pourtraict figure plaine 
: LOG For which what needs me fetch from Faery = That I in colourd ſhowes may hadowi, 


zl Th ] Forraine enſamples, it to haue expreſt ? And antique prayſes ynto preſent perſons fit. 


\ 


£ Sith itis ſhrined in my Soueraignes breſt, 4 
And form'd fo liuely in each perfeCt part, But if in liuing colours, and righthew, 
Thattoall Ladies, which haue itprofeſt, Your ſelfe you coyerto ſee piftured, 
Need but behold the pourtraiCt of her hart, Who can it doe more liuely, or moretrew;. 
If pourtraydit might be by any lung art. Then that ſweet verſe, with Ne&ar ſprinkeled; 
2 In which a gracious ſeruaunt pitured 
But living art may not leaſt part expreſle, His Cynthia, his heauens faireſt light > 
Nor life-reſembling pencill it can paint, That with his melting ſweetneflerauiſhed, 
All were it Zewxis or Praxiteles : And with the wonder of her beamez brighe, 
His dzdale hand would faile, and greatly faint, My ſenſes lulled arein lumber of delight. 
And herperfeCtions with hus error taint : 5 
Ne Poets wit, that paſſeth Painter farre Bur let that ſame delicious Poet lend * 
In pifturing the parrs of beaurie daint, A little leaue vnto a ruſticke Muſe, 
So hard a workmanſhip adventure darre, Tofing his Miſtreſle praiſe; and lethim mend, 


For feare through want of words her excellence to marre. If ought amiſs her liking may abuſe: 
Ne let his fayreſt Cynthia refule, 


How then ſhall I, donnie of the skill, In mirrours more then one her ſelfe to ſee; 
That whylomein diuineſt wits did taigne, But eyther Gloriana let her chule, 
Preſumeſo high to ſtretch mine humble quill? Or in' Belphebe faſhioned to bee : 

Yet now my luckleſſe lotdoth me coanſtraine In th'ane her rule, in th'otherher rate chaſtitee. 
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I 

= He famous Briton Prince and Facry knight, 
: \ Aftcr long wayes & perilous paines endured, 
by gf Houing their weary imbes to pericCtplight 
I ==! Reſtor d, & ſory wounds right well recured, 

TIDY) Of the faire Alma greatly were procured 

To make there lenger ſoiourne and abode; 

But when thereto they might not be allured, 

From ſeckivg praiſe, and deeds of arimes abroade, 
They courteous conge tooke, and forth together yode. 


2 
Butthe captiu'd Acraſia hee ſent, 
Becauſe of traucll long,a nigher way, 
With a ſtrong gard, all reskewto prevent, 
And her to Faery-courtlafe to conuay,. 
That her for witneſle of his hard aflay, 
Vnto his Faery Queene he might preſent: 
But he himſelfe betooke another way, 
To make more triall of his hardiment, 
And ſecke adventures, as he with Prince Arthur went. 
Long (o they trauelled rough waſtefull wayes, 
Where dangers dwelt, and! perils moſt did wonne, 
To hunt for glorie and renowmed praiſe; 
Full many Countries they did over-runne, 
From the vpriſiog to the letting Sunne, 
And pt pv ms did atchicue ; 
Of all the which they honour euer wonne, 
Seeking the weake oppreſſed torelieue, 
And to recouer right for ſuch as wrong did grieue. 


4 
At laſt, as through an open Plaine they yode, 
They ſpyde - knight, that towards prickedfaire, 
And him beſide an aged Squire there rode, 
Thatſcem'd to couch ynder his ſhield three-ſquare, 
As if that age bade him thatburden ſpare, 
And yield tthoſe, that ſtouter could itwield; 
He them eſpying, gan himlelfeprepare, 
Andon his arme addrefle his goodly ſhicl4 
Thatbore aLyonpaſlant in a golden field. 
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Gayon encountreth Britomart, 
faire Florimell is chaced: 

Dueſſaes traines and Materaitaes 

champions are defaced. 
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5 
Which ſeeing good Sir G«yon, deare beſought 
The Prince of grace, to let him runne thatturne. 
He graunted: then the Faery quickly raught 
His poynant ſpeare, and ſharpely ganto purne 
His fomy ſtccd, whole fe inn did burne 
The 6 9 rafle, as he thereon did tread ; 
Ne did the os backe hisfootereturne, 
But fiercely forward came withouten dread, 


And bent his dreadfull ſpeare againſt the others heads 
6 


They beene ymet, and both their poynts arrived, 
But Guyon droue ſo furious and fell, 
Thatſcem'd both ſhicld and plateit would haveriued 3 
Nathelefle, it bore his foe notfrom his ſell, 
But made him ſtagger, as he were not well: 
But G«yon ſelte, ere well he was aware, 
Nigh a {pearces length behind his crouper fell, 
Yet in his fall ſo well himſelfe he bare, 
That miſchieuous miſchaunce his life & limbes did ſpare. 


7 
Greatſhame and ſorrow of that fall heetooke ; 
For neuer yer fince warlike armes he bore, 
And ſhivering ſpeare in bloudy field firſt ſhooke, 
He found himſelfc diſhonourcd fo ſore. 
Ah gentleſt knight that ever armour bore, 
Let not thee grieuedifmountedto hauc beene, 
And brought to ground, that neuer waſt before; 
For, not thy fault, but ſecret powre vnſcene, 
That ſpcare enchaiited was, which laid thee on the Greenes 
8 
But weenedſtthou what wight thee overthrew, 
Much greater griefe _ ſhamefuller r 
For thy hard fortune thenthou wouldſtrenew, 
That of a ſingle Damſell thouwert met 
On equll Plaine, and thereſo hard beer ; 
Euecn the famous Britomart it was, 
Whom ſtrange adventure did from Britaine fer, 
To ſeckeher Louer (loye farre ſoughtalas) 
Whoſe image ſhe had ſeene in Yew looking glaſs, 
Full 


Dee 


Cant, 1. THE FAERIE QVEENE. I25 


Full of difdainefull wrath, 6 fierce vp-roſe, 
For to revenge thatfoule reprochefull ſhame, 
And ſnatching his bright ſword, beganto clole 
With her on toote, and ſtourly forward came; 
Die rather would he then endure that ſame. 
Which when his Palmer (aw, he gan to feare 
His toward penll and vntoward blame, 
Which by ' new r' encounter he ſhould reare ? 
For,deathate on the point of that enchaunted ſpeare. 


10 
And haſtiog towards him, gan faire perſwade, 
Not to prouoke misfortune, nor to weene 
His ſpeares default to mend with cruell blade 
ay, his mighty Science he had ſeene 
Theſecrer vertue of that weapon keene, 
That mortall puifſance mote not withſtond : 
Nothing on carth mote alwaies nappy beene. 
Great hazard were it, and adventure fond, 
Toloſe long gotten honour with one cuill hond. 


II 
By ſuch good meanes he hum diſcounſelled, 
From proſecuting his reuenging rage; 
And eke the Prince hike treaty handeled, 
His wrathfull will with reaſon to alliyage, 
And laid the blame, nor to his carriage; 
But to his ſtarting ſtecd, that faru'd aſide, 
And to theill purveyance of his page, 
Thar had his furnitures not firmely tide : 
So is his angry courage farely pacitide, 
12 


Thus reconcilement was berweene them knit, 
Through goodly temperance, and affeftion chaſte, 
And A on with alltheir powre and wit, 
Tolct not others honour be defac't 
Of friend or foe, who cuer it embas't, 

Ne armes to beare againſt the others ſide : 
In which accord the Prince was alſo plac't, 
And with that golden chaine of concord tyde. 
So goodly all agreed, they forth yfere did ryde. 
I 


O goodly wage of thoſe ani times 2 
n which the ſword was ſeruaunt vntoright; 

When not for malice and contentious crimess 
But all for praiſe, and proofe of my might, 
The Marnall brood accuſtomedto fight; 
Then honour was the mecd of vitone, 
And yet the vanquiſhed had no deſpight: 
Ler later age that noble vſe envie, 

Vile rancour to ayoyd, and cruell ſurquedry. 


I4 
Long they thus trauclled in friendly wile, 
Through countries waſte, and cke well cdifyde, 
Secking adventures hard, to exerciſe 
Their puifſance, whylome full dernely tryde: 
Ar length they came into aforreſt wide, 
Whole hideous horror and ſad trembling found 
Full grieſly ſeem'd : Therein they =y didride, 
Yer traCt ofliuing creatures none they tound, 
Sauc Beares, Lyons, & Buls, which romed them around. 


15 
All ſuddenly out of the thickeſt bruſh, 
Vpon a milke-white Palfrey all alone, 
A goodly Lady did foreby them ruſh, 
Whoſe face did ſeeme 4s cleare as Cryſtall ſtone, 


And eke (through feare) as white as Whales bone: 
Her garments all wete wrought of beaten gold, 
And all her ſteed with tinſell trappings ſhone, 
Which fled fo faſt, thatnothing more him ho 
——— 
1 


Still as ſhe fled, her eye ſhe backward threw, 
As fearing euill, that purſewd herfaſt; 
Fe rg 

wi : 

All mn nam Ar 
His hairie beames, and flaming locks dillpred, 
At light whereof the people ſtand agaſt : 
But theſage Wiſard telles (as he has read 

That itimporrunes death, anddolefull drerihead. 


{AAP 
So, as they gazed after her avyhile, 
Lo, where a griſly Foſter foorth did ruſh, 
Breathing our beaſtly luſt her to defile : 
His tyreling iade he fi forth did puſh, | 
Through thicke and thin, both over banke and buſh, 
In hope her to attaine by hooke or crooke, 
That from his gorie fides the bloud did guſh : 
Large were his firnbes, and terrible his looke, 
Andin his clowniſh hand a ſharpe bore-ſpeare he ſhooke; 


18 

Which outrage when thoſe gentle knights didſce, 

Full of great enmie and fell icaloufic, 

They ſtayd not to aviſe who firſt ſhould bee, 

- Bur all ſpurd after faſt, as they mote fly, 

= reskew her from ſhametull villany. 

The Prince and Gwyon equally byliue 

Her ſelfe ——_ hope to with 

Moſt goodly meed, the fayreſt Dame aliue : 
Bur after the foule Foſter Timias did ſtriue. 


I 

Thewhiles faire Britomert, whole conſtant mind, 
Would not (o lightly follow beauties chace, 
Nereckt of Lakes loue, did ſtay behind, 
And them awaited there a certaine fj 
To weet if they would turne backetothatplace : 
But when ſlice ſaw them gone, ſhe forward went, 
As lay her journey, through that perlous Pace, 
With ſtedfaſt courage ſtout hard1ment ; 

Ne cuill thing ſhe fear'd, oc cuill thing ſhe ment, 


20 
Atlaſt, as nigh out of the wood ſhe came; 
A ſtately Caſtle farre away ſhe ſpyde, 
To which her ſteps direQly ſhe did frame. 
—— 
And plac't for pleaſurenigh that farreſt fide : 
But faire before the gate a ſpatious Plaine, 
Mantled with , it ſelte did predden wide, 
On which ſhe av xe knights, thar did darraine 
Ficrce batrale againſt one, with cruell might and maine. 
E 4- Mancly 
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21 
Mainely they all attonce ypon him layd, 
And mon _ on a fide around, Ls 
That nigh he breathleſle , yet nought diſmayd, 
Ne os them yielded _ 0 —_— 
All had he loſt much bloud through many a wound, 
But ſtourly dealt his blowes, and cuery J way 
To which he turned in his wrathfull ſtound, 
Made them recoyle, and fly from drad decay, 
That none of all the ſixe, before him duritaſlay : 


| 22 
Like daſtard Curres, thathauing at a ba 
Theſalvage beaſt emboſt in wearie chace, 
Dare not adventure on the ſtubborne pray, 
Ne byte before, but rome from oe to place, 
To geta ſnatch, when turned is his face. 
In ſuch diſtrefſe and doubtfull icopardy, 
When Britomart him ſaw, ſhee ran apace 
Vnto his reskew,and with earneſt cry, 
Bade thole ſame ſixeforbeare that ſingle enemy. 


2 
But to her cry they liſt not kn care, 
Ne ought the more their mighty ſtroakes ſurceaſe, 
But Serio ham round about more neare, 
Ther dirctuſl rancour rather did encreaſe ; 
Till that ſheruſhing through the thickelt preace, 
Perforce diſparted their compaCted gyre, 
And ſoone compeld to harken vnto peace : 
Tho ganſhe modal of them to inquire 
The caule of their dallcniion and outragious ire. 


24 
VVhere-to that ſingle knight did aunſwere frame; 
Thele fixe would me entorce by oddes of might, 
Tochange my liefe, and loue another Dame, 
Thatdcath me liefer were then ſuch deſpight, 
So vnto wrong to yield my wreſted right ; 
For, I louc one, the trueſt ane on ground, 
Nc liſt me change ſhe th'Errane Damſell hight, 
For whole deare lake full many a bitter ſtound 
I haue cndur'd,and taſted many a bloudy wound. 


25 
Certes, ſaid ſhe, then been ye ſixeto blame, 
To weene your wrong by force to iuſtifie : 
For, knighittoleaue his Lady were great ſhame, 
Thatfai is, and better were to dic. 
All loſſeis lefle, and lefle theinfamy, 
Then loſle of loue, to him that loues but one 3 
Ne may loue be compeld by —_—_ ; 
For, {oone as maiſtery comes, ſweet loue anone 


Taketh his nimble wings, and ſoone away is gone. 
6 


2 
Then ſpake one of thoſe fixe, There dwelleth heere 
Within this Caſtle wall a Has 
Whoſe ſoucraine beautic hath no liuing peere; 


There-to ſo bountious and ſodebonare, 
That never any mote with. hercompaire. 
She hath ordaind this lawe, which we approue, 
That euery knight, which doth this way repaare, 
In caſe he haue no Lady,nor no Loue, 

Shall doe vnto her ſeruice ncuer to remouc. 


27 
| But, if he haue a Lady or a Loue, 


Then muſt he her forgoc with foule defame, 
Orelſe with vs by dint of ſword approuc, 
That ſhe is fairer then our faireſt Dame, 
As did this knight, before ye hither came. 
Perdie, ſaid Britomart, the choice is hard : 
But what reward had he that overcame ? 
He ſhould advaunced be to highregard 
Said they, and haue our Ladies louefor his reward. 


28 
Therefore aread Sir, if thou haue a Loue. 
Loue haue I ſure, quoth ſhe, burLady none; 
Yetwill I notfro mine owne Loueremoue, 
Neto your Lady will I ſeruice done, 
But wreake ow wrongs wrought to this knight alone, 
And proue his cauſe. With that, her mortall rm 
She mightily aventred towards one, 
And downe fim {mote ere well aware he were, 
Then to the next ſhe rode, and downe the next did beare. 
2 
Ne did ſhe ſtay tillthree on nad (helayd, 
That none of them himlcife could reare againe; 
The fourth was by that other knight diſmayd, 
All were he wearic of his former paine, 
That now there doe buttwo of fixe remaine; 
Which two did yield before ſhe did them {mughe. 
Ah, ſaid ſhe then, now may ye all ſee plaine, 
That truth is ſtrong, and true loue moſt ofmight, 
That for his truſty ſeruaunts doth ſo ſtrongly fight. 


o 
Too well weſee, ſaid they, ond proue too well 
Our faultie weakenefle, and your matchleſſe might: 
For-thy faire Sir, yours be the Damozell, 
Which by her ownelaw to yourlot doth light, 
And we your liege men faith ynto youplight. 
So vnderneath her feettheir ſwords they ſhard, 
And after, her beſought, well as they nught, 
To enter in, andreapethe due reward : 


Shee grauntcd, and then in they all together far'd. 


I 

Long were it to deſcribe Fe. goodly frame, 

And ſtately port of Caſtle Toyeons, 

(For, ſo that Caſtle hight by common name) 

Where they were entertaind with curteous 

And comely glee of many gracious 

Faire Ladies, and __ whe, 

Who thro þ a Chambe: ong and ſpacious, 


Eftloones them brought ynto their Ladies ſight, 


That of them cleeped was the Lady of delight. 
2z 
But for to tell the ſu _. array 
Of that great ſhould be labour loſt : 


For, liuing wit (I weene) cannot diſplay 
The royall riches and exceeding coſt 
CSI poſt; 
Which all of pureſt bullion framed were, 
And with great pearles and pretious ſtones emboſt, 
That the br ht gliſter of their beamez cleare 

Did ſparkle forth great light, and glorious did _ WP 

c 


Fe 
Lt 


Cant, I. 


THE FAERIE QVEENE. 


Theſe ſtranger knights through paſſing, forth were led 

Into an wner roome, whote royaltee 

And rich purveyance might yneath be read; 

Mote Princes place beſeeme ſo decktto bee. 

Which ſtautcly manner when as they did ſee, 

The image of ſuperfluous rniotize, 

Exceeding much the ſtate of meane degree, 

They greatly wondred, whence fo ſumptuous guiſe 
Might be maintaind, and each gan diuerſely dewle. 


4 
The wals were round hve apparelled 
With coſtly clothes of Arres and of Toure ; 
In which, with cunoing band was pourtrahed 
The loue of Yenws and her Paramour 
The ftayre Adons, turned to a flowre, 
A worke of rare deuiſe, and wondrous wit. 
Firſt did it (hew the batter balctull ſtowre, 
Which her aflayd with many a feruent fic, 
When firſt her tender hart was with his beautie (mit. 


F 
Then,with what leights nd ſweet allurements ſhe 
Entic't the Boy (as wellthar art ſhe knew) 
And wooed him her Paramour to be; 
Now making girlonds of each flowre that grew, 
To crowne his golden locks with honour dew 3 
Now leading ham into aſecrert ſhade 
From his —_— and from bright beauens view, 
Where him to ſleepe ſhe gently would perſwade, 
Or bathe him in a fountaine by tome couert glade. 
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And whilſt he ſlept, ſhe ceerkien would ſpread 
Her mantle, colour'd likethe ſtarry skyes, 
And her ſoft arme lay vaderneath his head, 
And with ambrofiall kifles bathe has eyes; 
And whil'it he bath'd, with her two crafty ſpyes 
She ſecretly would ſearch each dainty lim, 
And throwe into the Well ſweet Rolemanes, 
And fragrant violets, and Pances trim, 

And euer with ſweet Near ſhe did ſprinkle him. 


27 
Sodid ſhe ſteale his heedlefle hart away, 
And ioy'd tus louein ſecretvneſpide. 
Bur, for ſhe ſaw him bentro-crutell play, 
To hunt the falvage beaſtin foreſtwide, 
Dreadfull of , that more him bende, 
Shee oft and oft adviz'd him to refraine 
From chaſe of beaſts, whoſe brutiſh pride 
Morte breed hum Cathe vnwares : butall mn vane; 


For,who can ſhun the chaunce that deſt'ny doth ordaine? 


R 

Lo,where beyond he lyeth languiſhing, 
Deadly cngored of a great milde Bore, 
And by his fide the Goddefle groucling 
— _ == endlcile mone, and —_— 
VVith her1ſo 1ent WIPeS aWa ore, 
Which ſtaines —_ skin with hew : 
But when ſhe ſaw no helpe might him reſtore, 
Him to adainty flowre Ne did tranſmew, 


VVhich inthatcloth was wrought, as if it liuely grew: 


So was that chamber clad A goodlywine 
Andround aboutit many beds weredi 
As whylome was the antique worldez guize, 
Some for vntimely caſe, ſomefor , 
As pleaſed themto vle, that vſe it might : 
And all was full of Damzels, and of Squires, 
Dauncing and reuelling both day and night, 
And fwimming deepe in defires, 
And Cupid ſtill emongit them kindled luſtfull fires. 


40 

And all the while, (weet Mutick did diuide 
Her looſer notes with Lydian harmony ; 
And all the while, ſweet birds thereto applidi 
Their dainty Layes and dulcetmelody, 
ay caroling of honed jolltie, 

hat wonder was to heare their trim conſort. | 

Which when thoſe knights beheld, with ſcornefull eye, 
They {deigned ſuch lalciuious diſport, 

And loath'd the loole demeanure of that wanton ſort. 


41 _ 
Thence they were brought to that great Ladies view, 
Whom they found fitting on a us bed, 

That gliſtred all with gold and glorious ſhew, 


As the proud Perſuzn Queenes accuſtomed: 
She ſeem'd a woman of great bountihed, 
And of rare beaurie, ſawng that aſcaunce 
Her wanton eyes, ill ſignes of womanhed, 
Did roll roo hightly,and too often glaunce, 
Wrhoutregard k grace, or comely amenaunce. 
42 
Lengoeide it were, andneedlefle to derifre 
r goodly cntertainement and preat glee: 
She cauſed them be led 1n curteous wize 
Into a bowre, difarmed for to bee, 
And cheared well with wine and \ ed 
The Redcroſſe Knight was ſoone chere; 
But the brauc Mayd would not difarmed be, 
Bur onely vented vp her vmbriere, 


And fo didlet her govdly vifage to appere. 
4 
As when faire Cynthia, it darkeſrens night, 
Is in a noyous cloud enveloped, 
Lerman tram oor ne I 
Breakes forth her filucr beames, and her brighrhead 
Diſcouers to the world diſeomfieed ; 
Ofthe traveller that went aſtray; 
With bleſſings ſhe is heried; 
Such was the beaury and the ſhining ray, 
With which faire Britomert gaue light yato the day. 


44 

Now weredilarmd, and did themiclues preſcar 
Vato her view, and company | 
For they allſcemed curteous and gent, 
And all fixe brethren, borne of one parene, 
Which had themraynd in all ciuilitee, 
And goodly ro tilrand rurnament ; 
Now were they b to this Ladyfree, 

And her Kmghts-ſeruice ought;to hold of her in Fee. &. 
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The firſt of them by name > 45 hight, 
A iolly perſon, and of comely view; 
Theſecond was Parlante, a bold knight, 
And next to him Tocante did enſew ; 
Baſciante did himſclfe moſt curteous ſhew; 
But fierce Bacchante ſcem'd too fell and keene ; 
And yetin armes Nottante greater grew : 
All were faire knights, and goodly well beſeene ; 
But to faire Britomart they all but ſhadowes beene. 
46 
For ſhe was full of amiable grace, 
And manly terrour mixed there-withall, 
Thatas the one ſtird yp afteCtions baſe, 
So th'other did mens raſh defires appall, 
And hold them backe, that wouldin errour fall; 
As he that hath eſpyde a vermeill Roſe, 
To which ſharpe - anode and briers the way forſtall, 
Dare not for dread his hardy hand expoſe ; 
But wiſhing it farre off, his idle wiſh doth loſe. 


47 
Whom when the Lady ſaw lo faire a wight, 
All ignorant of her contrary ſex, . 
(For ſhe her weend a freſh and luſty knight) 
She greatly gan enamoured to werx, 
And with vaine thoughts her falſed fancy vex : 
Her fickle hart conceiued haſtic fire, 
Like ſparks of fire which fall in ſlender flex, 
That ſhortly brent into extreame deſire, 
And ranſack: all her veines with paſſion entire. 
48 
Eftſoones ſhee gtby to great impatience, 
Andinto tearmes of open outrage burſt, 
That plaine diſcouer'd her incontinence, 
Ne recktſhe, who her meaning did miſtruſt; 
For,ſhe was given all to fleſhly luſt, 
And nancy) a" in ſenſuall debght, 
That all regard of ſhame ſhe had diſcuſt, 
And meet reſpeCt of honour put to flight : 
So ſhamecleſle beauty ſoone becomes aloathy ſight. 


4 
Faire Ladies, thatto loue antined arre, 
And chaſte defires doe nouriſh in your mind, 
Let not her fault your ſweet affeCtions marre, 
Ne blot the bounty of all womankind, 


Moneſt thouſands good, one wanton Dame to find: 


Emongſt the Roſes growe ſome wicked weedes ; 

For, this was notto loue, butluſtinclin'd; 

For, loue does alwaics brirg forth bountious deeds, 
And in cach gentle hart defire of honour breedes. 


50 
Nought ſo of louethis looſer Dame did skill, 
Bur as acoaleto kindle flcſhly flame, 
Giuing the bridle to her wanton will, 
And treading vnder foote her honeſt name : 
Such loue is hate, and ſuch defire is ſhame. 
Still did ſhe rouc at her with crafty glaunce 
Of her falſe eyes, that ather hart did ayme, 
Andtold her meaning in her countenaunce; 
But Znitomart dillcrabled it with ignoraunce. 


— ————— 


FI 

Supper was ſhortly dight, and downe they ſat, 
Where they werelcrued with all ſumptuous fare, 
VVhiles fruitfull Ceres, and Lyexs fat 
Pourd outtheir plenty, withour ſpight or ſpare : 
Nought wanted there, that dainty was and rare; 
And aye the cups their banks did overflowe, 
And aye betwcene the cups, ſhe did prepare 
Way to her loue, and ſecret darts did throwe ; 

But Britomart would not ſuch guilefull meflage knowe. 


52 
So when they ſlaked had the feruent heat 
Of appetite with meartes of euery ſort, 
The Lady did faire Britomart entreat, 
Her to difarme, and with delightfull fport 
To looſe her warlike limbs and ſtrong effort : 
But when ſhe mote not there-vnto be wonne, 
(For, ſhee her ſex vnderthar ſtrange purport 
Did vſe to hide, and plaine apparaunce ſhunne:) 
In plainer wiſe to tell her grieuaunce ſhe begunne 3 


5 
And all attonce difcouered "A defire 
Wirth ſighes,and ſobs, andplaints,& pittious griefe, 
The outward ſparkes of her in-burmang fire ; 
Which ſpent ia vaine, atlaſt ſhe told her briefe, 
That bur if ſhe did lend her ſhortrelicte, 
And doe her comfort, ſhe motealgates die. 
But the chaſte Damzell, that had ncuer pricfe 
Of ſuch malengine and fine forgerie, 
Did eafily belicuc her ſtropg extremitic. 


54 
Full eafie was for her to haue bcliefe, 
Who, by ſelfe-feeling of her feeble ſer, 
And by long triall of the inward griete, 
Where-with imperious loue halen did ver, 
Could iudge whatpaines do louing harts perplex, 
Who meanes no guile, be 'guiled ſooneſt ſhall, 
And to faire ſemblaunce doth light faith annex ; 
The bird, that knowes not the falſe Fowlers call, 
Into his hidden net full eaſily doth fall. 


$1 

For-thy, ſhe would not1n diſcourteous wiſe, 
Scorne the faire offer of will profeſt 
For, great rebuke it is, loueto deſpiſe, 
Or rudely {dezgnea gentle hartsr ; 
But with faire countenaunce, as ed beſt, 
Her entertaind; nath'lefſe, ſhee inly deem'd 
Herloue _— to wooea wandring gueſt : 
Which ſhe miſconſtruing, thereby eſtecm'd 


Thatfrs6 like inward fire that! outward ſmoke had ſteem'd. 
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There-with awhile ſhe her fir fancie fed, 
Till ſhe mote winne fit time for her defire: 
But yether wound ſtill inward freſhly ble, 
And through her bones the falle inſtilled fire 
Did ſpreadat ſelfe, and yenime cloſe inſpire. 
Tho, were the tables taken all away, 
And euery Knight, andeuery gentle Squire 
Gan chooſe his Dame with Baſciomani gay, 


With whom he meant to make his ſport and courtly play: 
ome 
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Som: fell to daunce, ſome fell to hazardry, 
Some to make loue, ſome ro tnake meriment, 
As diverſe wits to diuerſe thapgs apply ; 
- Andallthe while faire Malecaſta 
Her crafty engins to hercloſe rent. 
By this th'eternall lampes, where-with high Toce 
Doth light the lower world, were halfe yipent, 
And the moiſt daughters of huge Atlasſtroue 
Into the Ocean deepe to driue their wearie droue. 
58 
High timeit ſeemed then for my wight 
Them to betake vnto their kindly reſt; 
Eftſoones long waxen torches weren hght, 
Vnto their bowres to guidetcuery guelt : 
Tho,when the Britoneſle fawall the reſt 
Avoided quite, ſhe gan her ſelfe deſpoile, 
And ſafe commit to her loft ferthered neſt; 
Where, through long watch, & late dayes weary toyle, 
She ſoundly Co cocfull thoughts dd quite aloule. 


Now, when-as all the nals '4 filence 

Yſhrowded was, and euery mortall wig 
Was drowned in the depth of deadly 
Faire Ma/ecaſta, whole engrieued ſpright 
Could tind no reſt in ſuch perplexed poke, 
Lightly aroſe our of her weary bed, 
And vnder the blacke veile of gwlty Night, 
Her with a ſcarlot mantle couered, 

That was with gold and Ermines fayre cnveloped. 

6 | 
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Then panting ſoft, and trembling euery ioynt, 
Her mw" feet towards > wre ſhe moued ; 
Where ſhe for ſecret e did appoynt 
To _ the maths ws vnwilcly loued, 
And to her bed approching, firſt ſhe prooued, 
Whether ſhe lept or wak't, with her ſoft hand 
She ſoftly felt, if any member mooued, 
Andlent her wary eare to vnderſtand, 


If any puffe of breath, or figne of ſenle ſhe fand. 
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Which,when-as none ſhe fond, with eafie ſhift, 
For feare leaſt her vnwares ſhe ſhould abrayd, 
Th'embroderd quilt ſhe lightly vp did lift, 
And by her fide her ſelfe ſhe ſoftly layd, 
par 7" Wren ; 
Ne any noyſe ſhe made, ne word ſhe ſpake, 
But inly figh't. Ar laſt; the royall Mayd 
Out of her quiet ſlumber did awake, 

And chang'd her weary fide, the better caſe to take. 
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2 
Where, feeling one cloſe couched by her fide, 
She lightly leapt our of her filed bed, 
And to her weapon ran,in mind to gride 
The loathed leachour. But the Dame, halfe dead 


Dr IS 


Through ſuddaine feare and gaſtlydrerihed, 
Did ſhricke aloud, that through the houſeit rong, 


And the whole famuly there-with adred, 
Raſhly out of their rouzed couches ſprong, 
And tothe troubled chimbereliin amwdidcens, 
6 3 ? , 


And thoſe fix Knights, that Ladies ions, 
And cke the Redcroſſe knight ran to the ſtound, 
Halfe arm'd and halfe vnarm'd, with them atrons : 
Where when confuſedly they came, they found 
Their Lady lying oa the ſentcleſſe ; 
Oa th'other tide, they law the w. Mayd 
All in her ſnow-white ſmock, with locks ynbound, 
Threatning the poyn of her avenging blade, 
Thar with ſo troublous terror they were all diſmayd. 
6 _ 
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About their Lady firſt they flockraround: 

Whom hauing layd in comfortable couch, 

Shortly they reard our of her frozen ſwound; 

And afterwards they gan with foule reproche 

To ſturre vp ſtrife, and troublous conteck broche : 

Burt by cnſ{ample of the laſt dayes loſle, 

None of them raſhly durſt to her approche, 

Ne in ſo glonous ſpoyle themiclues emboſſe; 
Her ſuccour'd eke the Chien of the bloudy Crofle. 


65 
Bur one of thoſe ſixe Knights, Gerdante hight, 
Drew outa deadly boawe and arrow keene, 
Which forth he ſet with felonous deſpight, 
And fell intenc againſt the Virgui ſheene : 
The mortall tee ſtaid not, nllit was ſcene 
DIE yet was the wound nor deepe, 
But lightly raſed herſoftſilcen skin, 
That drops of purple blood there-our did weepe, 
Which did her hilly {mock with ſtaines of vermeil ſteepe. 
66 


Where-with enrag'd, ſhee fiercely atthem flew, 
And with her tlaming ſword her layd, 
Thatnone of them ex miſchiefe could eſchew, 
But with her dreadfull ſtrokes were all diſmayd: 
Here, there, and —— about her ſwayd 
Her wrathfull ſteele, thatnone mote it abide; 
And cke the Redcroſſe knight gauc her ayde, 
Ay ioymng footto foot, and fideto fide, 

Thar in ſhort ſpace their foes they haue quite terrifide: 

6 


Tho, when-as all were put to ſhamefull flight, 
The noble Britomart# her arrayd, 
And her bright armes about her body dight : 
For nothing would ſhe lenger thee be ſtaid, 
Where - _ life, and ſo vogentle trade 
Was vs'd of Knights and Ladies ] : 
Soexrely,cre de Earthes wh Belk 
Was all diſperſt out of the firmament, 


They tooke their ſteeds, & forth ypon their iourney went. 


Canto 
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& And not indifferent to woman-kind, 


% 


DD / They doe impart, ne maken memorie 


Scarce doe they ſpare to one, or two, or three, 
Roome intheir writs ; yetthe ſame writing ſmall 
Does all their deeds deface, and dims their glorics all ; 


| 2 
© Butby record of antique times I find, 
That women wont in warresto beare moſt ſway, 
And to all great —_— themſclues inclin'd : 
Of which they ſtill the girlond bore away, 
Till envious Men (fearing their rules decay) 
Gan coyne ſtraight lawes to curb their liberty 3 
Yer ſith they warlike armes baue layd away, 
They. baue exceld jn artes and policie, 
That now we fooliſh men that praiſcgin ecke t'enuy. 


Of warlike puiſſaunce in ages {j 
Bethou Lire rus, ant I write, 
Bur of all wiſedome be thou precedent, 
Oloucraigne Queene, whole praiſe I would endite, 
Endite I would as ductic doth excite; 
But ah ! my rimes too rude and rugged arre, 
VVhen in ſo high an obie@they doe lighte, 

| And ſtriving fitto make, I feare doe marre : 
Thy ſelfethy prayſes tell, and make them knowen farre. 


rr of ol | 
She granting with n by the way, 
norms I _—_ 4 eganro fn, h 
T'abbridge their journey lon ingrin z 
M ich itfell into that Facries KT 7 
To aske this Briton Mayd, what vncouth wind 
Brought her into thoſe parts, and whatinqueſt 
Made her diſſemble her _— kind: 
Faire Lady ſhe him ſeemd, like Lady dreſt; 
Butfayreſt knight aliue, when armed was her breft, 
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Canto II. 


The Redcroſſe knight to Britomart 
deſcribeth Artegall : 

The wondrous mirrour, by which ſhe 
in loue with him did fall, 


144” -4l Ll, 
ao Erc haue I cauſe, in men juſt blameto find, Thereart ſhee ſighing ſoftly, had no power 
That in their =— praife too partiall be, To fpeake awhile, neready intwere make, 


S To whom, no ſhare in armes & cheualrie As if ſhe had a feuer 
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But with AR throbs and bitter Kowre, 
t, didquake, 
And cuery dainty limbe with horrour ſhake; 


Of their braue geſtes & prowefle Martiallz; Andeuer and anonetheroly red 


Flaſht through her face, as ithad beene a flake 
Of li _—_ through bright heauen fulminedz 
Arlaſt,the paſſion paſt, ſhe thus him anlwered. 
| 6 


Faire Sir, I let you weet, that from the howre 
I raken was from Nurles tender pap, 
I have beene trained vpin warlike + 
Totoflen (peare nd ſhield. andto affrap 
The warlike rider to his moſt misſhap; 
Sithence Toathed have my life to lead, 
As Ladies wont, in pleaſures wanton lap, 
To finger the fine needle and nycethread 3 
Mc leet were with point of foe-mans ſpearebe dead, 


7 

All my delight on deeds of armes is ſer, 
To hunt out perils and adventures hard, 
By ſea, by Lmd, whercſo they. may be met, 
Onely for honour and for bigh regard, 
Without reſpeQ of riches or reward. 
For ſuch intent intotheſe parts I came, 
Withourcn compaſle, orwithouten card, 
Far from my narue ſoyle, that is by name 


The greater Britaine, hecre to (ceke for praiſe and fame. 
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Fame blazed hath, that heere in Faery lond 
Doe many famous Knights and Ladies wonne, 
And many ſtrange adventures to befond, 
Of which great worth and worſhip may be wonnez 
Which I to proue, this voyage hauc begonne. 
But mote I wect of you. right curteous knight, 
Tydings of one, that hath vnto me donne 

. Latefoule diſhonour and reprochefull ſpight, 

The which I ſecketo wreake, and Arthegall he hight, 


LIMI 


Sc 


Cant, 11. 


THE FAERIE” QVEENE. 


9 
The word gone out, ſhe backe againe would call, 
As her repenting fo to haue miflayd, 
But that he ir'vp—aking ere the fall, 
Her ſhortly anſwered : Faire martiall Maid 
Certcs ye milauiled been, r'vpbraid 
A gentle knight with ſo vnknightly blame: 
For, weet ye well, of allthatcuer playd 
Attilt or wurney, or like warlike game, 
The noble Arthegel hath euer borne the name: 


10 

For-thy great wonder were it, if ſuch ſhame 
Should cuer enter in his bountious thought, 
Oreuer do that mote deſeruen blame : 
The noble courage neuer weeneth ought, 
That may vnworthy of it ſelfe be thought. 
Therefore, taire Namzell, be ye well aware, 
Leaſt that too farre ye haue your ſorrowe ſought: 
Youand your countrey both 1 wiſh welfare, 

And honour both; for cach of other worthy are. 

Il 

The royall Mayd wexeinly wondrous glad, 
To Ta her loue ſo lughly meagre, 
And ioyd that euer ſhe affixed had 
Her heart on knight ſo goodly glorifide, 
How ever finely ſhe it faind to hide : 
The louing mother, thatnine moneths did beare, 
In the deare cloſet of her painefull fide, 
Her tender babe, itſceing ſafe appeare, 

Doth not ſo much reioice, as ſhe rexoiced there. 

12 

Butto occaſion him to further talke, 
To feed her humour with his pleaſing ſtile, 
Herliſtin ſtrife-full tearmes with him to balke, 
And thus replide; How euer, Sir, ye file 

* Your courteous tongue bis praiſes to compile, 

It ill beleemes __ t of gentle ſort, 
Such as ye haue him boaſted, to beguile 
A ſimple mayd, and worke ſo haynous tort, 

In ſhame of knighthood, as I largely can report. 

1 


Letbetherefore my he to diſſwade, 
And read, where 1 that faytour falſe may find. 
Ah, bur if reaſon faire mught you perfwade, 
Toſlake your wrath, and mollifie your mind, 
Sayd he, perhaps ye ſhould it better find : 
For, hardy thing it is, to weene by might, 
Thatman to hard conditions to bind, 
Or cuer hope to match in equall tight ; 
Whoſe proweſle paragon ſaw neuer liuing wight. 


14 

Ne foothlich is it cafie for to read, 
Where now on earth, or how he may be found; 
For, he ne wonncethin onecertaine ſtead, 
But reſtleſs walketh allthe world around, 
Ay doing things, that to his fame redound, 
Sy Ladies cauſe, and Orphans right, 
Whereſo he heares, that any doth confound 
Them comfortlefle, through tyranny or fm 


$9 is his ſoucraine honour rais'd to heaucns hy 
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ca 1sber ables WD * 
His feeling words ber feeble icnſe leaſed 

Andſo ly funk inn her matea lentrs:. : 

Heart, that is inly hurt, is greatly caſed - . 

With hope of thipg, tharmay allegge bus fraart; 

For, pleaſing words are like to Magick art, 

That doth the charmed Saakeinlqmber lay : 

Such ſecrereaſe felr gentle Bratowart, 4 
Yertliſt the lame efforce wath faind gainefay 3 
(So diſcord oftin Muligk makes the lyweeterlay.) | 
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Andſayd, Sirknight, theſc idle tears forbeare, 


And fith itis vneath to fiade his hawne, 

Tellme ſome markes, by which he may appeare, 
If chaunce I him encounter parauaunt ; | 
For, perdy one ſhall other ſlay, ordaypy;}-.;.-. (ſed; 
What ſhape, what ſhzcld,what arms, hat ſteed, what 
And whatſo elſe his perſag moſt way yaunt 

All which the Redcroffe krught to pajntared, 


And him.in euery point before het faſhioned. 


Y 


And yigld 


IF 

et him in cuery partbefore ſhe knew; 

How-cuerliſt her now her knowledgefaine, 

Sith him whilome in Britaine ſhe did view, 

To herreuealed in-a mirrour plaine 3 

Wheregf did growe her firſt engraffed paine ; 
Whole root and {talke fobirtes yer did taſte, 

Thar but the fruite mare ſweetnelſe did cantaine, | 
Her wrghed dayesin dolourſhemote waſte, | 

c pray of _—_— loathſame death arlaſt, 


I 
By ſtrange occaſiqn ſhe did him þchold, - 


Whoſe vertues 


It 


Li 


And much more ſtrangely gan to love his 6 

Azicinheckerdabnanphen of old. BG 

In — that now South-wales rs, jv | 

What time kung Renee raign'd, aud d nighe, 

The great _ Merlinhad dewz'd, N 

By his deepe [caence, and hell-dreaded-tny 

A looking _ t wondroully aguiz'd, 
the wide world 

19 

vertue had, to ſhewin perfect | 

What-ener thing wavinthe CE amnacd 

Berwixt the loweſt earth and heauena hight, 

So that itto the looker appertayn'd s - 

What-euer foe had wroughtorfriendhad fayn'd, 

Therein diſcouered was, ne ought mate 

Ne ought in ſecret from the ſamerertuyn'd 

For-thy itround andhollow ſhaped was, + 

ketothe worldit (elfe, and ſeem'd aworld of glaſs. 


(mz'd. 


20 
Who wonders not, that reades ſo wondtous warke ? 


oy who _ wonder —_ hasred the, Towre, 
Wherein th' 5 long did lurke 
From all gk, yr. ol her di 
Yet ſhe might all men view out of her bowre 2 
Great Ptolomee itfor his lemans ke 


Ybuilded all of glaſs, by Magicke powee, 
And alſo iti gal Nl Sake! 


Yet whed his loue was falſe, he with a peazcit brake, .. | 
M Sch 
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Such was the glafſie globe that Merlin made, 

And gaue vnto king Rijence for his guard, 

That neuer foes his kingdome might inuade, 

Buthe it knew'at hometiſire he hard 

Tidings therof, and ſo them ſtill debard. 

It was a famous Preſent for a Prince, 

And worthy work of mfinite reward, 

That reaſons could bewray, and foes conuince : 
Happy this Realme, had it remained cuer fince. 


22 
* One day it fortuned, faire Britomart 
Into herfathers claſetto repaire ; 
For, nothing he from herreſeru'd apart, 
Being bis onely daughter and his hayre : 
Where when ſhe hadeſpide that mirrour faire, 
Herlſelfe awhile therin ſhe viewd in yaine ; 
Tho, her avizing of the vertues rare, 
Which thereof ſpoken were, ſhe gan againe 
Her to bethinke efdcrmccencti clfe perraine, 


2 

Bur as itfalleth in the vcntleſ hearts 

Imperious Louc hath higheſt ſer his throne, 

And tyrannizethin the bitter ſmarts 

Of them, that to hum buxome areand prone : 

So thought this Maid (as maidens vſe to done) 

Whom | Antena for her husband would allot, 

Notthat ſheluſted after any one ; 

For, ſhe was pure from blame of ſiofullblot, 
Yet wiſt her life atlaſt muſt linke in thatſame knot. 


24 

Eftſoones there was preſented to her eye, 

A conely knight, all arm'd in complet wize, 

Through whole brightventayle yp on hie 

His manly face, that did his foes aprize, 

And friends to tearms of gentle truce entize 

Lookt foorth, as Phebue face out of the caſt 

Berwixt two ſhady mountaines doth arize; 

Portly his perſon was, and much increaſt 
Through his Hervicke grace, and honorable geſt. 
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His creſt was couered with a couchant Hound, 
And all his armour ſeem'd of antique mould, 
But wondrous maſlie and aſſured ſound, 
And round about yfretted all with gold, 
In which there written was with cyphers old, 
Achilles armes which Arthegall did winne. 
And on his ſhieldenueloped ſeuenfold 
He bore a crowned little Ermilin, 
That decktthe azure ficld with her faire pouldred skin. 
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z 
The Damtell well did view his perfonage, 
And liked well, ne further faſtned not, 
But went her way ; ne her vnguilry age 
Did weene, vowares, that her voluckie lot 
Lay hidden inthe bottome of the pot; 
hurtvnwiſt moſt doth redound ; 
But the falſe Archer, which thatarrow ſhot 
So lyly, that ſhe did not feele the wound, 
Did {mile fullſmoothly at her wegrleſs wofull ſtoupd; 


27 
Thenceforth the featherin herlofry creſt, 
Ruffed of loue, gan lowely to auaile, 
And her proud portance, and herprincel geſt, 
With which ſhe carſt triumphed, now did quaile : 
Sad, folemne, ſowre, and full of fancies fraile 
She woxe; yet wiſtſhe neither how, nor why , 
She wiſt not, filly maid, what ſhe did aile; 
Yet wiſt, ſhe was not wellat caſe perdy, 
Yet thoughtit was notloue, but ſome melancholy. 
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So ſoone as night had with her pallid hew 

Defac't the beauty of the ſhining ky, 

And reftfrom men the worlds defired view, 

She with her Nourſe adowne toſleepe did lic; 

Bur ſleepefullfarre away from her did flic : 

In ſtead thereof (ad ſighes and ſorrowes deepe 

Kept watch and ward about her warily. 

That nought ſhe did but waile, and often ſtcepe 
Her dainty couch with tears, which cloſely ſhe did weep. 


2 
Andif thatany drop of fombring reſt 
Did chaunce to ſtill into her weary\pright, 
When feeble nature felt herſelte ——_— ; 
Streight-way with dreames, and with fanraſticke fight 
Of dr things the ſame was purtto flight, 
That oft out of her bed ſhe did aſturt, 
As one with view of ghaſtly feends affright : - 
Tho, gan ſheto renew herformer ſmart, 
And thinke of that faire vilage written in her heart. 


O 

One night, when ſhe was wot with ſuch vnreſt, 

Her aged Nurſe, whoſe name was Glauce hight, 

Feeling herleape out of her loathed neſt, 

Betwixt her feeble armes her quickly keight, 

And downe againe in her warme bed her dight; 

Ah my deare danghrter, ah my deareſt ries 

Whatvncouth fir, ſayd ſhe, what cuill phghe 

Hath thee oppreſt, and with {ad drearyhead 
Chaungedthy liuely cheare, and liuing made thee dead 2 


I 

For, not of nonghttheſe oddeine ghaſtly feares 

All night afflictthy oarurall repoſe ; 

And all the day, when as thine equall Peares 

Their fit diſports with faire delight doe choſe, 

Thou in dull corners doſtthy ſelfe incloſe, 

Ne taſteſt Princespleaſtres, nedoeſt ſpred 

Abroad thy freſh youthes faireſt flowre, butloſe 

Both leafe and fruit, both toovntimely ſhed, 
As one in wilfull bale for cuer buried. 


. | 
The time, tharmorrall ale their weary cares 

Do lay away, and all wilde beaſtes do reſt, 

And euery riuercke his courſe forbeares, 

Then doth this wicked cuill thee infeſt, | 

To rive with gy = throbs we _ breſt; 

Like an huge Aetn' of de ed pricke, , 

Sorrow is _ in thy hollow cheſt 

Whenceforthit breakes in fighes and anguiſh rife, 
As ſmoke and ſulphure mingled with contuled ſtrife, 

Aye 


UMI 


Ave me, how much I feare Jeaſt loue it bee; 
"Burif thatloue it be, as ſure I read 
By knowen fignes and paſſtons , which I ſee, 
Bc itworthy of thy race and royall ſead, 
Thenl1 avow by this moſt ſacred head 
Of my dearc foſter child, to eaſe thy griefe, 
And win thy will : Therefore away doe dread ; 
For,dcath nor danger from thy dewreliefe 
Shall me debarre; tell metherefore my liefelt liefe. 


4 
So hauing ſaid, her twixt be? armes twaine 
She ſtraightly —_— andcolled tenderly, 
And euery trembling ioynt, and euery vaine 
She loftly felt, and rubbed bufily, 
To doe the frozen colde awaie to flie; 
And her fairc deawy eyes with kiſſes deare 
She oft did bathe, and oft againe did dry; 
And cuer her1mportun'd, notto feare 
Tolet the ſecret of her heart to her appeare. 


5 
The Damzellpaus'd, and hen thus fearefully; 
Ah Nurſe ! what ncedeth thee to cke my paine ? 
Is not enough, thatI alonedoe die, 
But it muſt doubled be with death of twaine ? 
For, noughtfor me bur death thcre doth remaine. 
O daughter deare, {aid ſhe, delpaire no whit 
For, = ſore, but might aſalue obtaine : 
Thatblinded god, which hath ye blindly ſmut, 
Another arrow hath your louers heart to hut. 
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But mine is not, quorh ſhe; like others wound ; 

For which no reaſon can finde remedie. 

Was neuer ſuch, but mote the like be found, 

Said ſhe, and though no reaſon may apply 

Salueto your ſore, yet loue can higher ſhe, 

Thenreaſons reach, and ofthath wonders donne. 

But neither god of loue, nor god of sky 

Can doe (ſaid ſhe) that, which cannot be donne. 
Thiogs ott impoſſible (quoth ſhe) ſeeme ere begonne. 


37 
Theſe1dle words, ſayd ſhe, doc noughtaſſw 
My ſtubborne ſmart, but more annoyance breed, 
For, no, no vſuall fire, no vſuall rage 


Itis, 6 Nurſe, which on my life doth feed, 


And ſuckes the bloud,which from my heart doth bleed. 


But fince thy Faithfull zeale lets me not hide 

My crime (if crimeit be) Iwillitreed. 

Nor Prince, nor pete itis whoſe louc hath gryde 
My feeble breſt of late, and launced this w wyde; 

PO 

Nor manirt is, nor other living wight: 

For then ſome hope I might vnto me drawez 

But th'only ſhade and ſemblant of a knight, 

Whoſe ſhape orperſon yet I never awe, 

Hiuth me oicacd to loues cruell lawe : 

The ſame one day, as me misfortune led, 

I in my fathers wondrous nurrour ſawe, 


And pleaſed with that ſeeming goodly-hed, 


Vaw.res the ludden hooke with baite Ifwallowed. 
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Sithens it hath infixed Eiter Fold 
Within my bleeding bowels, and ſo ſore 
Now raakleth in thus fame fraile fleſhly mould, 
Thar all mineentrailes flowe withpo $ gore, 
And th'vicer groweth dayly more and more ; 
Ne can my running lore find remedie, 
Other then my hard fortune to ) 
And anguiſh as the leafe falne fromthetree, 
Till death make one end of my daics and milcric. 


40 
Daughter, ſayd ſhe, what necd ye be diſmayd, 
Or why _— yeſuch n+ of your mind ? 
Of much more vncouth thing I was affrayd; 
Of filthy luſt, contrary vnto kind : 
But this affe tion nothing ſtrange I find ; 
For, who with reaſon can you aye reproue, 
To louetheſemblant pleafing moſt your minde, 
And yield your heartwhence ye cannot remoue? 
No ouik in you, bur in the tyranny of loue. 


41 
Not fo th' Arabian Myrrh' did ſet her minde; 
Not ſo did Biblſpend her pining heart, 
Butloy'd their native fleſh againſt all ind, 
And to their purpoſe vied wicked arr : 
Yet playd PaſiphaFa more monſtrous part, 
That lov'd a Bul), and learnd a beaſtto bee 
Such ſhamefullluſts who loaths not, which depart 
From courſe of Nature and of modeſty 2 
Sweetloue ſuch lewdnes bands from his faire company. 


2 
But thine my Deare (welfare th heart my Deare) 
Though ſtrange beginning had, yet fixed is 
On one, that worthy may perhaps appeare; 
And certesſeems beſtowed notamils : 
Ioy thercof haue thou and eternall bliſs. 
With that vpleaning on herelbowe weake, 
Her alablaſter breſt ſhe ſoft did kifs, 
Whichall that while ſhe felt to pant and quake, 
As 1t an Earth-quake were; atlaſt ſhe thus beſpake : 


4 
Beldame, your words do _ melittle caſe; 
For, though my loue benotſo lewdly bent, 
As thole ye blame, yet may it not appeaſe 
My "__- g ſmart, ne ought my flame relcnt, 
But rather doth my helpleſs gricfe augment. 
For they, how euer ſhamefull and vokiade, 
Yer did polleſſe thei horrible intent: 
Shortend of ſotrowes they thereby did finde; (minde. 


So was theirfortune good, though wicked were their 


| —_—- 

But wicked fortune mine, ax mine be good, 
Can haue no end, norh my defire, 
Burt feed on ſhadowes , whiles I die for faode, 
And like a ſhadow werze, whiles withentire 
AﬀeCtionlI doelinguiſh and exprre. 
I fonder, then Cephiſus fooliſh child, 
Who hauing viewed 1 a fountaine ſhere 
His face, was with the. loue thereof beguil'd ; 


I fonder loue a ſhade, the body farre exil' 


M z Nought 
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45 
Noughtlike, quoth ſhe, for that ſame wretched boy 
Was of himlſelfe the idle Paramoure ; 
Both louc and louer, without hope of ioy, 
For which he faded to a watry flowre. 
But better fortune thine, and better howre, 
Which lov'ſt the ſhadow of a warhke knight; 
No ſhadow, buta body hath in powre: 
That bodie, whereſocuer that it light, 
May learned be by cyphers, or by Magicke might, 
6 


4 
But if thou may with reaſon yet repreſſe 
The growing euill, ere it ſtrength haue gor, 
And thee abandond wholly do poſleſle, 
Againſt it ſtrongly ſtriue, and yield thee not, 
T1ll thou in opea field adowne be {mor. 
But if the paſſion maſter thy fraile might, 
So thatnceds loue or death muſt be thy lot, 
Then avow to thee by wrong or right 
To compaſlc thy defire, and find that loued knight. 


7 
Her chearefull words mockchan the feeble ſprighr 
Of the {icke virgin, that her downe ſhe layd 
In her warme bed to fleepe, if that ſhe night; 
And the old-woman _— diſplayd 
Theclothes about her round with bufic ayd; 
So that atlaſt alittle oy ſlcepe 
Surpr1s'd her ſenſe: She, therewich well apayd, 
The drunken lampe downe inthe oyle did ſtcepe, 
And ſetherby to watch, and ſet her by to weepe. 
8 


4 
Earely the morrow next, before that day 
His ioyous face did to the world reucale, 
They both vprole and tooke their readie way 
Vnto the Church theirprayers to appeale, 
With great deuotion, and with little zeaJe : 
For,the faire Damrzell from the holy herſe 
Her loue-ſicke heart to other thoughts did ſteale; 
And that old Dameſayd _ anidle verſe, 
Out of her daughters heart fond fancies to reuerle. 


4 

Returned home, the royall Iafant fell 

Into her former fit; for why, no powre 

Nor guidance of her ſelfe in her did dwell. 

But th'aged Nurle, her calling to her bowre, 

Had gathered Rew, and Sauine, and the flowre 

Of Camphara, and Calaminr, and Dill, 

All which ſhejn an carthen por did poure, 

And to the brim with Coltwood did it fill, 
And many drops of milke and bloud through it did ſpill. 


50 

Then taking thrice three haires from off her head, 

Them trebbly braided in a threefold lace, 

And round about the pots mouth, bound the thread, 

And after haning whiſpered a ſpace 

Certaine ſad words, with hollow voice and baſe, 

She to the virgin (aid, thyiceſayd ſhe it; 

Come daughter come, come; ſpitypon my face, 

Spit thrice vpon me, thrice ypon me ſpit; 
Th'vacuen number for this butineſle is moſt fir. 


F1 
Thatſayd, her round about ſhefrom her turnd, 
She turned her contrary to the Sunue, 
Thrite ſhe herturn'd contrary, and return'd, 
All contrary; for ſhe the right did ſhunne, 
And ongma 16 ſhe d1d, was ſtreight vndonne. 
So thought ſhe to vadoe her daughters loue ; 
But loue, that is in gentle breſt begonne, 
No idle charmes ſo bghtly may remooue z 
That well can witnefle, who by triall it does proue. 


52 

Ne oughtit motethe noble Mayd auaile, 

Nefſlake the furie of her cruell flame, 

Bur that ſhe ſtill did waſte, and ſtill did wayle, 

That —_— long langour , and heart-burniog brame 

She ſhortly hike a a. ghoſt became, 

Which long hath wayrted by the Stygian ſtrond. 

That when old Glawce law, for feare leaſt blame 

Of her miſcarriage ſhould in her be fond 
She wiſt not how t'amend,nor how it to withſtond. 


Canto 
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Canto III, 
Merlin bewrayes, to Britomart, 
FX the ſtate of Artegall; 


2% And ſhewes the famous Progen 
which from them ſpringen ſb, 
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ITE H ſacred fire, that burneſt mi vly Full many waies within ker troubled minde, 
{A - 2 1n living breſts, ykindled firſtaboue, - Old Glawcs caft, to cure this Ladies priefe : 
BAS. Emongſt th'cternall ſpheres & lampivg sky, Full many waics ſhe ſought, but nonecould finde, 
SIZES And thece pourd into men,which me cal loue; Nor herbes, nor charmes;nor couoſell, thatis chicfe 
PEST Notthatfime, which doth baſe afteftions And chotſeſt med'cine for ficke hearts reliefe : 


In brutiſh minds, & filthy luſt inflame; (moue For-thy great careſhetooke, and greaterfeare, 
Burt that ſweert fit, that doth true beauty loue, Leaſt thatit ſhould her turne to foule pads, 
| And choſeth vertue for his deareſt Dame, And ſore reproche, when ſo her father 
Whence ſpring all noble deeds and never dying fame; . Should of his deareſt daughters hard misfortune heare: 
z 6 
Welldid Antiquitiea God thee deeme, Arlaſt,ſhe her aduis'd, that he, which made 
That ouer morrtall minds haſt ſo great might, That mirrour, wherein the ficke Damoſell 
To order them, as beſt to thee doth ſeeme, So ſtrangely viewed her louers ſhade, 
And all their ationsto direQt aright; To weet, the learned Merlin, well couldrtell, 
The farall le of divine foretight Vander what coaſt of heauen the man did dwell, 
Thou Jock iedt indeſtined deſcents , And by what meanes hisfoue might beſt be wrought : 
Through deepe impreſſion of thy ſecret might, * For, thoughbeyondthe Aﬀrick Iſmael, 
And ſtirredſt yp th'Herves highintents, Or th'lndian Per he were, ſhe thought 
Which the late world admires for wondrous moniments. Him forth through infinitezndenour to haue ſought. 
3 : 5h 
But thy drad darts in none do triumph more, Forthwith themſclues diſguifing both in ſtrange 
Netowe proofe RE thy : And baſe attyre, that none rmghtthembewray, 
Shewdſtthou, then in this royall Maide of yore, To Mariduzum, that is how by | 
Making her ſecke an vnknowne Paramoure, Of name Cayr- Merdincald, they tooke their way : 
From the worlds end, through many a bitter ſtowre : There the wiſe Merlin whylome wont, they lay, 
From whole two loynes thou afterwards did raiſe To make his wonne, lowevnderneath the ground, 
Moſt famous fruits of matrimoniall bowre, In a deepe delue, farre from the view _— 
Which through the carth haueſpred their liuing prayſe, That of no liuing wighthe mote befound, 
Thatfame 1ntrompe of gold eternally dilplayes. Whea ſo he counleld with hisſprights encompaſt round; 
4 8 * 
in then, 6 my deareſtſacred Dame, And if thou cuer happen tharſame w; 
"Ron of Þhekes and of Memorie, Totrauell, coctoſeecinSealiediplice: 
T hat doeſt ennoble with immorrall name It 1s an hideous hollow cave, they ſay, 
The warlike Worthies, fromantiquine, Vader a rocke that lies alittleſpace 
In thy greatvolume 6f Eternity : From the ſwift Zarry, tombling 4owne apace, 
Begin, © Clio, and recountfrom hence Emongſtthe woody hilles of Dynevowre : 
My glorious Souctazgnes aunceſtry, But dare thou not, I , inany caſe, 
T1 inhet by dew degrees and long pretence, Toenter into that ſame balefull Bowre, 
Thou haucirtaſtly brought rato hes Excelleace. Es | 
3 Bur 
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8 
But ſtanding high aloft, lowe lay thine care, 
And there ſuch ghaſtly noiſe of yron chaines, 


And braſen Caudrons thou ſhaltrombling heare, 

Which thouſand fprights with long enduring paines 

Doetofle, that it will ſtonne thy feeble braines, 

And oftentimes great grones, and gricuous ſtounds, 
.. When too hugetoile and labour them conſtraines : 

And oftentimes loud ſtrokes, and ringing ſounds 
From vnder that deepe Rocke moſt homibly rebounds. 


The cauſe ſome ſay is this A litle while 

Before that Merlin dyde, he did intend, 

A braſen wall in compaſs to compile 

About Cairmardin, and did it commend 

Vato theſe Sprights, to bring to perfeR end. 

During which worke, cheLady of the Lake, 

Whom long he lov'd, forhim in haſte did ſend, 
 Whothereby forc't his workemen to forſake, 
Them bound till his returne, their labour not to flake. 


19 
In the meane time,through that falſe Ladies traine, 
He was ſurpris'd, and buried vader bere, 
Ne ever to hi@work returnd againe : 
Nath'lefſe thoſe feends may not their work forbeare, 
So greatly his commandement they feare, 
Bur there doe toyleand trauell day and night, 
Varill thatbraſen wall they vp doreare : 
For, Merlin had in Magicke more inſight, 
: Then cuerhum before or after living wight. 


I1 

For, he by words could all out of the sKie | 

Both Sunne and Moone, and make them him obay 

Theland to ſea, and ſeato maine-land dry, 

And darkeſome night he cke could turne to daic : 

Huge hoſtes of men he could alone diſmay, 

And hoſtes of men of meaneſt things could trame, 

When-ſo him liſt his enemies to fray : 

That to this day, for terror of his fame, 


The feends do quake, when any him to them does name. 


I2 
And, ſooth,men ſay thathe was not the ſonne 
Of mortall Syre, or other living wight, 
But wondrouſly begotten, and begunne 
By falſe illuſion of a guilefull Spright, 
On a faire Lady Nonne, that whilome hight 
Matilda, daughter ro Pubidixe , 
Who was os g" of Martbrauall by right, 
And cooſen vnto king Ambroſe : 
Whence he inducd was with skill ſo maruc!lous. 


I 

They here ariuing, ſtayd arkile without, 

Nedurſt adyentureraſhly into wend, 

But of their firſt intent gan make new doubt 

For dread of danger, whichit might portend: 

Vnrill the hardy Mayd (with loue to friend) 

Firſt entering, the dreadfull Mage there found 

Deep buficd 'bout worke of wondrous end, 

And writing ſtrange charaQters in the ground, 
With which the ſtubborn feends be $0 his ſcruice bound. 


I4 
He nought was moued at their entrance bold : 
For, of their comming well he wiſt afore ; 
Yerliſt them bid ther buſinelle vnfold, 
Asif oughtin this world in ſecrerſtore 
Were from him hidden, or vaknowen of yore, 
Then Glauce thus, Letpotitthee offend, 
That we thus rathly through thy darkſome dore, 
Vowares haue prelt: for, either farall end, 
Or other mighty caufe, ys two did hither (end. 


-j 
He badetell on : And then ſhe thus began; 

Now hauc three Moones with borrow'd brothers light, 
Thrice ſhinedfaire, and thrice{cem'd dim and wan, 
Sith a fore euill, which this virgin bright 
Tormenteth, and doth plonge in dofefull plight, 
Firſt rooting took; but whatthing it mote bee, 
Or whenceit ſprong, I cannotread aright; 
But this Ircad, that butif remedee, 


+ Thou her aftord,full ſhortly Iher dead ſhall fee. 
6 


I 

Therewith th'Enchaunter ſoftly gan to ſmyle 

Ar her {mooth ſpeeches, weering inly well, 

That ſhe to him diflembled womanith guile, 

And to herlayd, Beldame, by that ye teil, * 

More need of leach-craft hath your Damozell, 

Then of my $kill : who help may haueelſewhere, 

In vaine ſeekes wonders out of Magicke ſpell. 

Th'old woman wor half blank, thuſe words to heare; 
And yet was loth to let her purpoſeplaine appeare. 


17 

And to him ſaid, If any leaches skill, 

Or other learned meanes could haueredreſt 

This my deare daughters deepe engraffed ill, 

Certes I ſhould be loth thee to moleſt : 

But this ſad ewill, which doth her infeſt, 

Doth courſe of naturall cauſe farre exceed, 

And houled is within her hollow breſt, 

That either ſcemes ſome curſed witches deed, 
Or cuill ſpright, that in her doth ſuch torment breed. 


18 
The wiſard could no longer beare herbord, 
But bruſting forth in laughter, to her fayd ; 
Glauce, what needs this colourableword, 
To cloke the cauſe, that hath itſelfe bewrayd? 
Ne ye fure Britomartis, thus arrayd, 
More hidden are, then Sunne 1n cloudy vele; 
Whom thy good fortune, hauing fate obayd, 
Hath hither brought, for ſuccour to appeale : 
The whichthe powres to thee are pleaſed to reucale. 


19 

The doubtfull Mayd, ſering her ſelfe deſcryde 

Was all abaſhrt, ” ns yuory F 

Into a cleare Carnation ſuddainedyde; 

As faire Aurora, rifing haſtily, 

Doth by her bluſhing rell, that ſhe did ly 

All night in old Tirchonus frozen bed, 

Whereaf ſheſeemes aſhamed inwardly. 

But her olde Nurſe was noughtdishartened, 
Buz vantage made of that, which Merlin had arcd. 
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20 
' And ſayd, Sith then thou knoweft all our griefe, 


(For what doſt not thou know?) of gracel pray, 

Pitry-our pkiint, and yeeld'vs meet reliefe; 

With that, the Propher ſtill awhile did ſtay, 

And then his ſpirite thus a diſplay ; 

Moſt noble Virgine, thatby fatall lore 

Haſt leary'd to love, ler no whit thee diſimay 

The hard begin, that meets thee inthe dore, 
And with ſharpe fits thy teader heart opprefleth ſore. 


2k 
For,ſo muſt all things excellent begin, 
And cke enrooted deepe muſt be that Tree, 
Whoſe big embodied branches ſhall not lin, 
Till they ro heauens hight forth ſtretched bee. 
For,from thy wombe a famous Progenie 
Shall ſpring, out of the ancient Troian blood; 
Which ſhall reviue the ſleeping memory 
Of thoſeſame antique Pecrs;the heauens brood, 
Which Greece and Afsan riuers {tayned which their blood. 
23 
Renowmed kings, and ſacred Emperoury, 
Thy fruitfull Offpring, ſhall from thee deſtend; 
Braue Captaines, and moſt mighry Warriours, 
That ſhall their conqueſts through all lands extend, 
And their decayed kingdomes ſhall amend : 
The feeble Britons, broken with long warre, 
They ſhall vpreare, and mijghrily detend 
Againſttheirforrem toe, that comes from farre, 
Till yniverſall peace compound/all ciuill iarre. 
23 
It was not, Britomart, thy wandring eye; 
Glauncing vnwaresin charmed looking glaſs, 
But the ſtraight ourſe of beauenly deſtiny, 
Led with Eternall prouidence, that has 
Guided thy glaunce, to bring his will to paſs : 
Neis thy 4.4 neis thy fortuneill, 
To loue theproweſt knight, that eucr was. 
Thereforeſubmit thy wares vnto his will, 
And do by all dew meanes thy deſtiny fulkill. 
24 
Butread (ſaid Glauce)thou Magician 
What mieanes ſhall ſhe out-leek, or what waies take 2 
How ſhall ſhe knowe, how ſhall ſhe find the man? 
Or what needs her to Fc fates can make 
Way for themlclues, their purpole to partake ? 
Thin Merlin thus ; indeed he fares are firme, 
And may notſhrink, though all theworld do ſhake: 
Yet nuns þ mens good endeuours them confirme, 
And guide the heauenly cauſesto their conſtant terme. 


25 
The man, whom heavens haue ordayn'd to bee 
The ſpouſe of Britomart, is Arthegall : 
He wonnethin the land of Payeree, 
Yer is no Fary borne, ne {ibat all 
To Elfes, but iprong of ſeedrerreftriall, 
And whilome by falle Faries ſtolne away, 
Whales yer in ipfaot cradle he did crall; 
Ne other to himlclfe is knowne this day, 
But that he by an Elfe was gotten of a Fay. 


26 
Burt (ooth he is the ſonne of Gorlds , 
And brother ynto Cador Cornmith king, 
ms for te - - 
rom wherethe Day out oftheſea doth ſpring, 
be Foggy bo 


E . 
From chence, lim fitjnely boundwith xithfull band, 


To this his natiueſoyle thou backeſtalt bring, 
Strongly to ayde his countrey, to withſtand 


The powre of forrein Paynims, which invade thy land, 
rg 
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Great ayd thereto his I 
And dreaded narfie,ſhall gine inthar fad day; 
Where alſo prooft of thy prow valiaunce ' . 
Thou then ſhale make, rincreaſe rhylovers pray: 
Long rime ye both in armes ſhall beare grear ſway; 
Till thy wotmbex burden thee fromthem do call, 
And bis laſt farehirnifromthee takeaway, ' 
Toorathe cut off ce crimina)l | 

Of ſecret foes, that himn ſhall makein miſchicfe fall. 


28 
Where n__ any memotic 
Of his late puilſance, hi Imagedead, 
Tharliving hinvit al aQtivitie * +, 
To thee ſhallrepreſent. He fromthe head 
Of his coofin Conſtantine without dread 
Shall rake the crowne, thatwas his fathers right, 
And therewith crowne himelfe in th'others : 
Then ſhall he ifſew forth with dreadfall might, 
Aguinſthis Sztonfoes in bloudy field to fight. 
2 


Like as a Lyon, thatin Aavcens 
Hath long — himſclfe ſo ſhall he ſhake ; 
And comming forth, ſhall his banner braue 
Oucr the troubled South, thar it ſhall make 
The warhike Mertians for feare to : 
Thrice ſhall he fight with them, ce ſhall win, 
But thethird time ſhall Faire accordance make : 
Andif hethen with viQoriecanlin, 


He ſhall is dayes with peace bripg to his carthly In. 


() 
His ſonne, hight Fortipore;ihall him ſucceede 
In _— ; but notin felicigie : 
Yerſhall he time warre with bappy ſpeed, 
And with er pada 
Bur at the laſt roth'importunary-/ 
Of froward fortune ſhall be forc'tro 
But his ſonne Mags ſhall fullmighti 
Aucnge his fathers lofle, with ſpeare and ſhield, 
And his proud foes diſcomfitin y1Qtonous ficld. 


32 
Behold the man, and rell me Britomert, - 


Shallrothe ſamereduce, andto him call "wi 
Therapy 
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2 
All which his ſonne Coneticns awhile 
Shall well defend, and Saxons powre ſupprelle, 
Vntill a ſtranger king from vaknowne loyle 
Arriuing, ham with multitude oppreſle ; 
Great Gormond, hauing with huge mighrineſle 
Ireland fubdewd , and therem fixt his throne, 
Like a fwift Otter, fell through emprineſle , 
Shall oucrſwim the Sea with pany one 
Of his Norueyles, to afliſt the Britons fone. 


$3 

Hein his fury allſhall ouerrunne, 

And holy Church with faitbleſs hands deface, 

Thar thy {ad people viterly fordonne, 

Shall to the vemoſt mountaines > qt : 

Was never ſo great waſte in ay place, 

Nor ſo foul outrage doen by liuing men ; 

For, all thy Citties they ſhall ſacke and raſe, 

And the green ; (way: that z they ſhall bren, 
Thatenen Gewil beaſt ſhall die in ſtaruedden. 


34 
Whiles thus the Britons do in lan pine, 
Proud Etheldred ſhall from the North ariſe, 
Seruing th'ambitious will of Auguſtine; 
And paſſing Dee with hardy enterpriſe, ; 
Shall backe repulſe the valiant Brockwelltwilc, 
And Bangor with maſſacred Martyrs fill ; 

Bur the third time ſhall _ his —_ : 
For, Cadwan, pittying his peoples 11l, . 
Shall ſtoutly hind Dd thouſand Saxons kill. 

$1 , 

But after him, Cadwallin mighuly 

On his ſonne Edwin all thoſe wrongs ſhall wreake; 

Ne ſhall auaile the wicked forcerie 

Of falſe Pellite, his purpoſes to breake, 

But him ſhall lay, and ona gallowes bleake 

Shall giue Sk his vabappy hire : 

Then ſhall the Britons, late diſmayd and weake, 

Fromtheir long vaſlalage ginto reſpire, 
And on their Paynum foes —_— their rankled ire. 


afB 
Ne ſhall he yet his wrath ſo mitigate, 
Till both the ſonnes of Edwin he hane Nlaine, 
Offricke and Ofricke, twinnes vntortunate, 
Both ſluine in bartell ypon Layburne Plaine, 
Togither with the. King of Louthiane, 
Hi £ Adin, and the King of Orkeny, 
Bok ioynt partakers of the fatall paine: 
But Penda, fearefull of hike deſtiny, 
Shall yield himſelfe his iegeman, and {weare fealty. 


7 

Him ſhall he make his faalf Inſtrument, 
T'afflitrhe other Saxons vnſubdewd ; 
He marching forth with fury infolent , 
Againſtthe good king Oſwald, who indewd 
With beauenly powre , and by Angels reskewd, 
All holding crofles in their hands on hie 
Shall him defeate withouten bloud imbrewd : 
Of which, thatfield for endleſſe memory, 

Shall Hewenfield be cald toall poſterity. 


i 

Whereat Cadwallin wroth, (hall forth iſlew, 
And an huge hoſte into Northumberlead, 
With which he godly Oſwald ſhall ſubdew, 
And crowne with Martyrdome his lacred head. 
Whoſe brother 0ſwing daunted with like dread, 
With price of filuer ſhall his kingdome buy; 
And Pende, ſeeking him adowne to tread, 
Shall tread adowne, and do him fowly die, 

But ſhall with gifts his Lord Cadwallinpacikie. 


Then ſhall Cadwallindye, L.. then theraigne 
Of Britons cke with himattonce ſhall dic ; 
Ne ſhall the good Cadwallader with paine, 
Or powre, be hable it to remedy, 
When the full time prefixt by deſtioy, 
Shal be expir'd of Britons regiment. 
For, heaucnitſelfe ſhall ther ſucceſs enuie, 
And them with plagues and murrins peſtilent 
Confurne, till all thar warlike puiſſance be ſpent, 


o 
Yet _ all theſe . ————_ _ huge hills 
Ofdyi c, during eight yeeres ſpace, 
Cadw, —y = eek n. bidlls, on 
From Armoricke, where long in wretched caſe 
Heliv'd, R—_—_ to his native place, 
Shal be by viſion ſtayd from his intent : 
For, th'heavens haue decreed, to diſplace 
The Britons, for their finnes dew puniſhment, 
And to the Saxons ouer-giue their gouernment. 


41 

Then woe, and woe, andeucrlaſting woe, 

Beto the Briton babe that ſhal be borne, 

To liven thraldome of his fathers foe ; 

Late King, now captiue, late Lord, now forlorne, 

The a reproche;, the cruell vitours {corne, 

Baniſht from Princely bowre to waſtfull wood : 

O who ſhall help me to lament, and mourne 

The royall ſeed, the antique Troian blood ! 
Whoſe Empire longer herethen cuer any ſtood. 


42 
The Damzell was full deepempaſſioned, 
Both for his griefe, and for herpeoples ſake, 
Whoſe row woes m 207 eo faſhioned , 
And ſighing ſore, at length him thus beſpake; 
Ah! 4 will heavens fury never {lake, __ 
Nor vengeance huge relent it ſelfe at laſt 2 
Willnotlong miſery late mercy make, 
But ſhall their name tor euer be defac't, 
And quite fromth'carth their memory be ras't? 


4 
Nay but the tearme ((ayd he) is limited, 

That in this thraldome Britoxs ſhall abide, 
And the iuſt reuolution meaſured, 
That they as Strangers ſhall be notifide. 
For twiſe foure hundreth ſhall be full lupplide, 
Ere they to former rulereſtor'd ſhall be, 
And their importune fates all ſatisfide : 


Yet during this their moſt obſcuritee, (way ce. 
"agg 


Their beames ſhall oft breake forth, that meathem 


For 
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44 2 
For Rhodoricke , whoſe ſurname ſhalbe Great, Then, when them(elues they well inſtruted had 
Sha!l of himſclte a brauc enſample ſhew, Of all, thatnecdedthem tobe inquir'd, 
That Saxon kings his friendſhip ſhall intreat ; They bothconceiuing hope of comfort glad, 
And Howell Dha ſhall goodly well indew With hghter hearts vnto their home retir'd, 
The faluage minds with skill of juſt and trew ; Where tþ in ſecxet counſell cloſe conſpir'd 
Then Gr1ffyth Conan allo ſhall vp-reare How to #:Q ſohard an cnterprize, d 
His dreaded head , and th'olde ſparkes renew And to pollcfle the purpoſe they defir'd:; 


Of natiue courage that his foes ſhall feare, (beare. Now this, now thar,twizt them they diddeuile, 
Leaſt backe againe the kingdome hefrom them ſhould And diuerle plots did frame, to maskein ſtrange deviſe. 


45 x 
Ne ſhall the Saxons (clues all peaceably Atlaſtthe Nourſe in her foolbardy wit 
Entoy the crowne, which they from Britons wonne Conceiv'da bold deuile, and thus beſpake 3 
Firſt ill, and after ruled wickedly : Daughter, I deeme that counſel] ayemoſt fir, 
For, ere two hundredyceres be full outrunne, That of the time doth dew aduantage take; 
Thereſhall a Raves farre from rifing Sunne, Yelſee thatgood king Yther now doth make 
Wuth his wide w_ ypon them fiercely fly, Strong warre vpon the Paynim brethren, hight 
And bid his farthlefle chickens ouerrunne Ofta and 07a, whom helately brake 
The fruitfull Plains, and with fell cruelty, Beſide Cayr Yeroleme, in viQtorious fight, 
In their aucnge, tread downe the viEtours ſurquedry. That now all Pritanniedoth burne inarmes bright. 
46 52 
Yet ſhull athird both theſe, and thine ſubdew; That therefore nought our paſſage may impeach, 
There ſhall a Lion from the ſea-bord wood Lervs in feined —_ —__ ſg, (reach 
Of Newſtria come rorivg, with acrew And our weake hands, whom need new ſtrength ſhall 
Of huvgry whelpes, lus battalous bold brood, The dreadfull ſpeare and ſhield to exerciſe: 
Whole clawes were newly diptin cruddy blood, Ne certes daughter that ſame warlike wiſe, 
That from the Daniske Tyrants head ſhallrend I weene, would you miſſecme ;toryebeen tall, 
Th'viurped crowne, as if that he were wood, And large of l1mbe, r'atchieve an hard emprile, 
And the ſpoyle of the countrey conquered Ne ought ye want, bur skill, which praCtice ſmall 
Emongſt his young ones ſhall diuide with bountyhed. Will bring, and ſhortly make you a mayd Martiall. 
47 5 
Tho, when the terme is full accompliſhid, And ſooth, it ought your comm much inflame, 
There ſhall a ſparke of fire, which hath long-whale To heareſo often, inthat royall houſe, 
Bene in his aſhes raked vp and hid, From whence to none inferiour ye came : 
Be freſhly kindled in the fruntull Ile Bards rell of many women valorons 
Of Mona, where it lurkedin cxile; Which haue full many featgaducnturous 
Which ſhall breake forth into bright burning flame, Perform'd, in Paragone of proudeſt men: 
And reach into the houſe that beares the ſtile The boid Bunduca, whole iitorious 
Of royall Maieſty and ſoueraigne name; Exploits made Rome to quake, ſtout Guendolen, 
So ſhall the Briton bloud their crowne agame reclame. Renowmed M artia, and redoubted Emmulen. 
; 48 
Thenceforth eternall vnion ſaallbe made And that, which more FS. * thereſt may ſway, 
Between the Nations different afore, Late dayes enſample, which theſe eyes 
And ſacred Peace ſhall louingly perlwade In the laſt field before Menenie 
The warlike minds,to learne her goodly lore, Which Yther with thole forrein P held, 
And civile armes to cxercifeno more : Ifaw a Saxon virgin, the which felt 
Then ſhall aroyall virgin raigne, which ſhall Great Yifin thrice ypon the b Plaine, 
Stretch her white rod over the Belgicke ſhore, And had not Carados her band wit 
And the greaz Caſtle {might ſo forewithall, From rafh reue ene, ſhe had him ſurely laine, 
Thatit ſhall make him ſhake, and ſhortly learne to fall. Yet Carados himſeltefrom herelcap't with paine: 
n 55 
But yetthe end is not. There Merlinſtayd, Ah read, quoth Britomart, how is ſhe hight? 
As ouercommen of the ſpirits powre, Faire Angela, quoth ſhe, men do her call, 
Or other ghaſtly ſpeQacle dilmayd, No whit lefle faire, then terrible in fight; 
That ſecretly he {aw, yet n'ote difcoure : She hath the leading of a Marriall 
Which ſuddein fit, and halfe extatick ſtoure And mighty people, dreaded more then all 
When the two fearcfull women ſaw, they grew The other Saxons, which do for herſake 
Cc Greatly confuſed in behawioure; And loue, themſclues of her name Angle call. 
'Y Atlaſt the fury paſt, to former hew Therefore faire Infant her enſample make 


For She turnd againc, and chearcfull looks as carſt did ſhew. = Vato thy (elfe, and equall cowage tothee take. a 
& 
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Her heartiewords (o Aievetads the minde 
Of the Damzell ſunk, that great deſire 
Of warlike armes in her forthwith they ty1''d, 
And generous ſtout courage didnfpire, 
That ſhe refolv'd, vnweering to her Sire, 
Aduent'rous knighthood on herlelteto don, 
And counſeld with her Nurſe her mayds attire 
To turne into a maſſie habergeon, 

And bade her all things put in readinefle anon. 


57 
Th'old woman nought, that needed, did out; 
Bur all things did conueniently puruay : 
It fortuned {fo time their turne did fit) 
A band of Britons riding on forray 
Few dayes before, had gotten'a great pray 
Of Saxon goods, emoneſt the which was ſeene 
A goodly | ans and full rich array, 
Which longd to Angela, the Saxon Queene, 
All frerred round with gold, and goodly well beſecne. 
| 8 


5 
The ſame, with all the other ornaments, 
King Ryence cauſed to be hanged hie 
In his chiefe Church, for endlefle moniments 
Of his ſucceſle and eladfull victory : 
Or which her ſelfe auifing readily, 
In th'euening late old Glawce thitherled 
Faire Britomart, and that ſame Armory 
Downe taking, her therein apparclled, 
Well as ſhe might, and with brave bauldrick garniſhed. 
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Canto IIII, 


Bold Marinell, of Britomart, 
Is throwne on the rich ſtrond : 
Faire Florimell of _Arthar is 
Long followed, but not fond. 
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I 
> Here is the antique glory now become, 
| b, That whilome wont in women to appeare ? 

; : Where be the braue atchicugmets don by ſom ? 

RE Where be the battcls,where.ghe ſhield & ſpeare, 
And all the conqueſts, which them high didreare, 
That matter made for famous Poets verle, 

' And boaſtfull men ſo oft abaſht to heare 2 
Bene they all dead, and laid in dolefull herſe > 

Qr doca they onely {lcepe, 2nd ſhall againe reverſe? 
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Beſide thoſe armes there PEO a mighry {pcare, 

Which Bladud made by Magicke :rt 0 yore, 

And vs'd the ſame in bartaile ayeto beare ; 

Sith which it had been herepreſery*4 in ſtore, 

For his greatyertuesproucd long afore : 

For neuer wight ſo faſt in ſell could fit, 

But him perforce vnto the ground it bore : 

Both ſpeare ſhe tooke, and ſhield, ghich hong by it; 
Both ſpeare 3& ſhield of great powre, for her purpoſe fir. 

60 


Thus when ſhe had the virgjn all arrayd, 
Another harnclle, which did hang thereby, 
About her ſelfe ſhe dight, that the young Mayd 
She might in equall armes accompanie, 
And as her Squire attend her carefully : 
Tho,to theirreadie Steeds they clombe full light, 
And through back wayes, that none might them eſpie, 
Couered with fecretcloud of filent Ker 4 
Themlſelues they forth conuwid, & paſſed forward right. 
6 


2 

Ne reſted they, till thatto Faery lond 

They came, as Merlinthem direQed late : 

Where meeting with this Redcroſſe knight, ſhe fond 

OF diuerſe things diſcourlesto dil.te, 

But moſt of Arthegall, and his eſtare. 

Arlaſttheir wazes {o fell, that they more part 

Then each to other well affe tionate, 

Friendſhip profcſſed with vnfained heart, 
The Redcroſſe Laight duuerſt; but forth rode Britomart. 
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If they be dead, then woe is me therefore : 

Burif they ſleepe, 6 letthem ſoone awake : 

For all roo long I burne with enuy fore, 

To heare the warlike feates, which Homereſpake 

Of bold Pantheſsl:e, which made a lake 

Of Greek;/h bloud ſo oft in Troian Plaine; 

Bur when I read, how ſtout Debora ſtrake 

Proud Si/era, and how Camull' hath flaine 
The huge Orfelochs, I lwell with great dildaine. - 
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Yet theſe, and all thar elſe kad puiſſance, 
Cannot with noble Britomare compare, 
As well for glo of great yaliance, 
As for pure chaſtitie and vertue rare; 
Thar all her goodly deeds dowelldeclare. 
Well worthy ſtock, fromwhichthe branches ſprong, 
That in late yeares ſo faire a bloſſome bare, 
As thee, 6 Queene, the matter of my ſong, 


Whoſe lignage trom this Lady I deriue along. 


4 
Who when through ſpeeches with the Redcroſſe knight, 

She learned haſthſiare of Arthegall , 

Andin each pointherelte inform'd aright, 

A friendly league of loueperpetuall 

She with him bound, and Congetooke withall. 

Then he forth on his 10urney did proceede, 

Toſeceke 2duentures, which mote ham befall, 

And win him worſhip through his warlike deed, 
Which alwaies of his paincs he madethe chiefeſt mecd. 


5 
But Britomart kept on her former courſe, 
Ne euer doft her armes, but all the waie 
Grew penſiue through that amorous diſcourſe, 
By whichthe Redcroſſe knight did carſt diſplay 
Herlouers ſhape, and cheualrous array ; 
A thouſand thoughts ſhe faſhiond in her mind, 
And in her feining fanciedid purtra 
Himlſuch, as fitteſt ſhe for loue could finde, 
Wile, warlike, perſonable, curteous, and kinde. 
6 


With ſuch (elfe-pleaſing thoughts her wound ſhe fed, 
Andthoughtſoto begwile hergrieuous (mart; 
But ſo her {mart was much more grieuous bred, 
And the deep wound more _ engor'd her heart, 
That nought but death her dolour mote depart, 
So forth ſhe rode withoutrepole or reſt, 
Searching all lands and eachremoteſt part, 
Following the guidance of her blinded gueſt, 

Till thatto he ſea-coaſt ar length ſhe had addreſt. 


7 
There ſhe alighted from her light-foot Beaſt, 
And fitting downe vpon therockic ſhore, 
Bade her olde Squire vnlace herlofty creaſt; 
Tho, hauing viewd awhile the ſurges hore, 
Thar guinſt the craggy clifts did loudly rore, 
And in their raging lurquedry diſdayn'd, 
That the faſt carth affronted them lo ſore, 
And their deuouring couctizereſtrayn'd, 
Thereat ſhe figheddeepe, and after thus complayn'd ; 
8 


Huge ſea of ſorrowe, and tempeſtuous griefe, 
Whercin my feeble barke is tofſed long, 
Far from the hoped Hauen of reliefe, 
Who dothy cruell billowes bear ſo ſtrong, 
And thy moyſt mountaines each on athers throng, 
Threatning to ſwallow vp my fearefull life ? 
O do thy cruell wrath and ſpightfull wrong 
Ar lengthallay, and ſtint thy | ſtrife, 
Which in theſe troubled bowels reignes, &rageth rife, 


For, elſe my feeble veſſel! ad, and crack 
Through thy ſtrong buffers and outrageous blowes, 
Cannotendure ,burneeds it muſt be wrackt 
On the rough rockes , or on the ſandy ſhallowes, 
The whiles that loucit ſteres, and fortune rowes ; 
Loue my lewd Pilot hath a reſtleſs mind 
And fortune Boat-ſwaine no affurance knowes, 
Bur ſaile withouren ſtarres, gainſt tideand wind : 
How canthey other do, fith both are bold and blind 2 


10 
Thou God of winds, that reigneſtin theſeas, 
That reigneſt alſo in the Continent, 
Atlaſt blowe vp ſorne gentle gale of caſe, 
The which may brivg my Ship, ereit berent, 
Vato the gladſomeport of her intent : 
Then when I ſhall my ſelfe in lafety lee, 
A table for eternall moniment 
Ot thy great grace, and my greaticopardee, 
Great Neptwne, 1 avow to hallow vnto thee. 


11 

Then fighing ſoftly ſore,and inly deepe, 
She ſhur x all be plaintin Niegrieksr 
For, her great courage would —_ her weepe, 
Til] that old Glace gan with ſharpe repriefe 
Her to reſtraine, and giue her good reliefs, 
Through hope of thole, which Merlin had her tolde 
Should of her name and nation be chiefe, 
And fetch their being from the ſacred mould 

Of her immorrall wombe, to bein heauenenrol'd. 


12 

Thus as ſhe herrecomfarted, ſheſpyde, 

Wherefarre away one all in armour bright, 

With haſty gallop towards her did ride; 

Her dolourloone ſhe ccaſt, and on her diohe 

Her helmer, to her Courſer mounting light: 

Her former ſorrowe into ſuddein _—_ 

Both coolen paſſions of diſtroubled ſpright, 

Conuerring, forth ſhe beates the duſty parh; 
Loue and deſpight atronceher courage kindled hath, 


I 
As when a foggy miſt hath F ncal 
The face of heaven, and the cleare aire engroſt, 
The world in darkneſle dwels, till that at 
The watry South-winde from the ſea-bord coſt 
Vpblowing ,doth diſperſe the vapourloſt, 
Andpoures itſelfeforth in a ſtormy ſhowr ; 
So the faire Britomart hauing diſclo'ſt 
Herclowdy care intoawr: Il towre, 


The miſt of griefediſſoly'd,did into vengeance Powre. 


I 
Efrſoones her goodly ſhicld addrefling faire, 
That morrall ſpearc ſhe in her hand did take, 
And vnto battell did her ſelfe prepare. 
The TON ;lternely her beſpake; 
Sir knight, thardoeſt thy voyage raſhly make 
By this forbidden way in my deſpight, 
Ne doeſt by others death enſample take, 
I read thee ſoone retire, whiles thou haſt might, 
Leaſt afterwards it be too late to take thy flight. 


Ythrilf 
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I 
Ythrild with deepe diſdaine * hisproud threat, 
She ſhortly thus ; Fly they, thatneed to fly : 
Words fearen babes. I meane not thee entreat 
To pafſe; but mavgre thee will paſs or die. 
Ne lenger ſtayd for th'other to reply, 
But with ſharpe ſpeare the reſt made dearely knowne., 
Strongly the ſtrange knight ran, and ſturdily 
Stroke herfull on the breaft, that made ker downe 


Decline her head, & touch her crouper with her crowne. 


16 

But ſhe againe himin the ſhicld did ſmite 
With fo fiercefury and great puiſſance, 
Thatthrough his threetquare ſcuchin pearcing quite, 
And hawk his mayled hauberque, by miſchaunce 
The wicked ſteele through hislett fide did glaunce; 
Him fo transfixed ſhe dns her bore 
Beyond his croupe, the length of all herlaunce, 
Till ſadly ſoucing on the ſandy ſhore, 

He tombled on an heape, and wallow'd in his gore. 


17 
Like as the ſacred Ore, that careleſs ſtands, 
With gilden hornes, and flowry girlonds crown'd, 
Proud of his dying honor and deare bands, 
Whiles th'altars fume with frankincenſe arownd, 
All ſuddenly with mortall ſtroke aſtown'd, 
Doth groueling fall, and with his m_—_ gore 
Diſtaines the pillours, and the holy ground, 
And the faire flowres, thar decked him afore; 
So fell proud Marinellvpon the pretious ſhore. 
18 


The Martiall Mayd ſtayd not him to lament, 
But forward rode, and kepther ready way 
Along the ſtrond: which as ſhe ouer-went, 
She ſawe beſtrowed all with rich array 
Of pearles and pretious ſtones of great affay, 
And all the grauell mixt with golden owre; 
Whereat ſhe wondred much, but would not ſtay 
For gold, or pearles, or pretious ſtones an howro, 
But them deſpiſed all; for, all was in her powrce. 


19 

Whiles thus he lay in deadly ſtoniſhment , 

Tydings hereof came to his mothers eare; 

His mother was the black-browd Cymient, 

The daughter of great Neres, which did bcare 

This warlike ſonne vnto an carthly peare, 

The famous Dumarin; who on a day 

Finding the Nymph aſleepe in ſecret wheare, 
 Ashebychancedid wander thatſame ways 
Was taken with her louc, and by her cloſely lay. 


20 
Therc he this knight of her begot;whom borne 
She of his father Marinelldid name, 
Andin a rocky caue as wightforlorne, 
Long time ſhe foſtredyp, till he became 
A mughty man at armes, and micklefame 
Did get through greataduentures by him donne: 
For,neuer man he ſuffred by that ſame 
Rich frond to trauell, whereas hedid wonne, 
But that he muſtdobartteil with the Sea-nymphes ſonne. 


21 
An hundred knights of honorable name 

He had ſubdew'd, and them his vaſlals made, 
Thatthrough all Fary lond his noble fame 
Now blazed was, and feare did all invade, 
That none durſt paſſen through thar perilous glade 2 
And to aduance his name and glory more, 
Her Sea-god ſyre ſhe dearely 1d perſwade, 
T'cndow her ſonne, with threaſure and rich ſtore, 


Boue all the ſonnes, that were of carthly wombes ybore.) 


22 
The god did grant his daughters deare demaund, 
To doen his Nephew in all riches flowe; 
Eftſoones his heaped waves he did commaund, 
Out of their hollowe boſome forth to throwe 
- = pug — ,Whicb the ſea belowe 
ad in his gree edeuoured deepe, 
And him Lees} wer the remane- ne 
And wreckes of many wretches, which did w 


And often waile their wealth,which he from them tid keep, 


2 

Shortly vpon that ſhore theackequid was 

—_— riches and all precious things, 

The ſpoyle of all the world, tharit dit paſs 

The wealth of th'Eaſt, and pompe of Perfian kings 

Gold, amber, yuoric, pearles, owches, rings, 

Andall thatelſe waspretious and deare, 

The ſea vnto him voluntary brings, 

That ſhortly hea great Lord did appeare, 
As was inallthelond of Faery, orcllewherc. 


24 
Thereto he was a doughty dreaded knight, 
Trye often to the {cathe of many deare, 
Thar none in equall armes him matchen might : 
The which his mother ſceing, gan to feare 
Leaſt his too haughty hardin might reare 
Some hard mishap, 1n hazard of his life : 
For-thy ſhe oft hum counleld to forbeare 
The bloudy bartell, and to ſtirre vp ſtrife, 
But after all his warre, to reſt his weary knife. 


2 

And for his more aſſurance, fe enquir'd 

One day of Protew by his mighty ſpell 

(For Proteus was with prophecieinipir'd) 

Her deare ſonnes deſtinieto herto tell , 

And the fad end of her ſweet Marizell. 

Who, through foreſight of his eternal skil, 

Bade her from woman-kind to keep him well : 

For, of a woman he ſhould haue much ill, 
A virgin ſtrange and (tout him ſhould diſmay, or kill. 

26 

For-thy ſhe gaue him warning euery day, 

Theloue of women not to entertaine ; 

A leſſon too too hard for living claie, 

From loue 1n courſe of nature to refraine : 

Yet he his mothers lore did well retaine, 

And cuerfrom faire Ladies loue did flie ; 

Yet many Ladies faire did oft complaine, 

Thatthey for loue of him would algates die : 
Dy, wheſo liſt for him, ke was loues enemy. 
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But ah, who can deceiue his deſtiny, A teme of Dolphins TC [4 array, 
Or weene by warmng to auoyd his fate ? Drew the ſmooth charet of ſad Cymient; 
That when ke fleepes in molt ſecurity, Ling bn taught by Triton, to obay 
And ſafeſt ſeemes, him ſooneſt doth amate, To the long traines,at her commaundement : 
And findeth dew effe©t or ſoone orlate. As (iwift as Swallowes on the waucs they went, 
So feeble is the powre of ficſhly arme. That their broad finnes no fome did reare, 
His mother bade him womens loueto hate, Ne bubbling roundel] they behind thera ſence; 
For, ſhe of womans force did feareno harme; Thereſt, of other fiſhes drawen were, 
So weening to haue arm'd him, ſhe did quate dafarme. Which with their fiany oats the ſwelling ſea did ſheare. 
28 | 4 
This was that woman, this thatdeadly wound, Soone as they bernearriu'{vpon the brim 
. That Protewsprophecicd ſhould him diſmay, Of the Rich ftrond, their charers they forlote, 
The which has mother vaincly did expound, Andlettheir temed fiſhes ſoftly ſwim 
To be hart-wounding loue, which ſhould afſay Along the margent of the fomy ſhore, 


To bring her ſonne vnto his laſt decay. 

$o tickle be the tearmes of mornall ſtate, 

And full of ſubtile ſophiſmes, which doe play 

With double ſenſes, and with falſe debate, 
T*approue the ynknowne purpole of eternall fate. 


29 

Too true the famous Marinellit found, 
Who through latetriall, on that wealthy Strond 
Inglorious now hes in ſenſelefle fwound, 
Through hcauy ſtroke of Britomarts hond. 
Which when his mother deare did vaderſtond, 
And heauy tydings heard, where-as ſhe playd 
Amongthe wary ſiſters by a Pond, 
Gathering (weer Daffadillies, to haue made 


Gay girlonds, from the Sun their forheads faireto ſhade; 


0 

Eftſoones both flowres and air onds farre away 

She flong, and her faire deawie locks yrent, 

To ſorrow huge ſhee turnd her former play, 

And gameſome mirth to grieuous dreriment : 

Shee threw her ſelfe downe on the Continent, 

Ne word did fpeake, bur lay as in a fwoune, 

Whiles all her ſiſters did for her lament, 

With yelling out-cries, and with ſhricking ſowne ; 
And euery one did tearc her girlond from her crowne: 


I 
Soone as ſhee vp out of her Jead) fit 
Aroſe, ſhee bade her charet hs brought, 
And all her ſiſters, thatwith her did fit, 
Bade cke attonce their charers to be ſought; 
Tho, full of bitter gricfe and thought, 
She to her wagon clombe; clombe all thereſt, 
And foorth together went, with ſorrowfraught. 
The waues,obedient to their beheaft, 
Them yielded ready pallage, and therr rage ſurceaſt. 


2 

Great Neptune ſtood N.- at their ſight, 

Whules on his broad round backe they ſoftly (lid, 

Andeke himſelfe mourn'd at ther mournfull | Hot 

Yerwiſt not whattheir wayling meant, yetdi 

For great compaſſion of their ſorrow, bid 

His mighty waters to them buxome bee : 

Efttſoones the roaring billowes ſtill abid, 

Andall the grieſly Monſters of the See 
Stood gaping at their gate, and wondredthemto ſee: | 
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Leaſt they ther finnes ſhould bruze, and ſurbate ſore 
Their tender feet ypon the ſtony ground : 
And comming to the place, whereall in gore 
And cruddy bloud cnwallowed they found 
The lucklefle Marinel, lying in deadly fwound ; 


His mother ſwouncd TY. A the third time 

Could ſcarce recouered be out of herpaine; 

Had ſhee not been deyoyd of mortall ſlime, 

She ſhould not then) haue beenreliu'd againe : 

But ſoone as life recouered had the raine, 

She made lo pittious moane and deare wayment, 

That the hard rocks could ſcarce from teares refraine; 

And all her fiſter Nymphes with one conſent 
Supplide her ſobbing breaches with ſad complement. 

6 


Deare image of my ſelfe, ſhe laid, thatis, 
The Wretched {onne of wretched mother borne, 
Ts this thine high advauricement ? © is this 
Th'immortall name, with which thee yet yaborne 
Thy Granfire Ngrews promilt to adorne? 
Now lyeſt thou of life and honourreft; 
Now lyeſt thou a lumpe of carth forlorne, 
Ne of thy late life memory is left, 

Ne can thy urevocable deſtiny be weft. 


7 
Fond Proteus, father of falſe prophocis , 
And they morefond that creditto thee gjue, 
Not this the worke of womans hand ymis, (dnue. 
T hat ſo deepe wound through theſe deare members 
I feared loue : but they that loue doe line; 
But they that die, doc neither loue nor hate. 
Nath'lefle, to thee thy folly I forgiue, 
And to my felfe, and to accurſed tate _ 
The gulcI doe aſcribe: deare wifedome bought too late. 
8 


O whatavales it of maternal ſeed 

To beene ybred and nener borne to die; 

Farre better | it deeme todie with ſpeed, 

Then waſte in woe and wailefull ma(erie. 

Who dyes, the vtmoſt dolour dothabie, 

But who thatliaes, is left to waile his loſe : 

$o life is lofle, and deathfelicitic. 

Sad life worſe then glad death : and greater crofle 
To —— Graue, then dead the Grauelelfc to cngrofs. 

f Bur 
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But if the heauens did his ho envie, 

And my ſhort blifle maligne, yer motethey well 

Thus much afford me, ere that he did die 

That the dim eyes of my deare Marinell 

I mote haue cloſed, and him bid farewell, 

Sith other offices for mother meet 

They would not graunt. 

Yet maulgre them, farewell my ſweeteſt feet; 
Farewell my ſweerteſt ſonne, fith we no more ſhall meer. 


49 
Thus whenthey all had ſorrowed their fill, 

They ſoftly gan to ſearch his griefly wound : 

And thatthey might him handle more at will, 

They him difarm'd, and {predding on the ground 

Ther watchet mantlcs frindg'd with filuer round, 

They ſoftly wip't away the iclly blood 

From th'orifice; which hauing well vp-bound, 

They pourd-in ſoueraigne balme,and NeRtar good, 
Good both for carthly med'cine, and for heauenly food. 


41 
Tho, when the lilly-handed Liz 
(This Liagore whylome had learned kill 
In leaches craft, by great Apolloes lore, 
Sith her whylome vpon high Pinds hill, 
He loued, andat latt her wombe did fill 
With heauenly ſeed, whereof wiſe Peow (prong) 
Did feele his pulſe, ſhee knew there ſtaicd ſtill 
Some little life his feeble ſprites emong ; 
Which to his mother told, deſpaire ſhe from her flong, 


42 
Tho, himvp-taking in their terder hands, 
They cally vnto her charet beare: 
Her teme at her commaunJement quiet ſtands, 
Whiles they the corſe into her wagon reare, 
And ſtrowe with flowres the lamentable beare: 
Then all the reſt into their coches clim, 
And through the brackiſh waues their paſſage ſheare; 
Vpon great Neptunes necke they ſoftly ſwim, 
And to her watry chamber ſwittly carry ham. 


43 

Deepe in the bottome of the Sea, her bowre 

Is built, of hollow billowes heaped hie, 

Like to thick clowdes, thatthreat a ſtormy ſhowre, 

And vaulted all within, like to the sky, 

In which the Gods do dwell eternally : 

There they himlaydineafie couch well dightz 

And ſent in haſte for Tryphon, to apply 

Salues to his wounds, and medicines of might: 
For, Tryphon of Sea-gods theſoucraine leach 1s hight. 


44 . 
The whiles, the Nymphes fit all about him round, 
Lamenting his mishap and heauy plight; 
And oft his mother viewing his wide wound, 
Curſed the hand that did ſo deadly (might 
Her deareſt ſonne;, her deareſt harts delight. 
But none of all thoſe curſes overtooke 
The warlike Mayd, th'enſample of that might, 
But Faircly well ſhe thriu'd, and well did brooke 
Her noble deedes, nc herright courſefor ought forſooke. 
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45 
Yet did falſe Archimage her itill purſew, 
To bring to aſc los — inrent, 
Now that hehad her ſingled from the crew 
Of curteous kmghts, the Prince, and Faery gent, 
Whom late in chace of beauric excellent 
She left, purſewing thatſame foſter ſtrong 3 
Of whole foule outrage they imparienr, 
And full of fiery zeale, him tollowed long, 
To reskew her from ſhame, and toreucnge her wrong. 
6 


4 
Through thicke and thin, through mountaines & through 
Tholc two great champions Fa attonce purlew (plains, 
The fearefull Damzell, with inceſſant panes : 
Who from them fled, as light-foot Hare from view 
Of hunters ſwift, and (cat of houndes trew. 
Arlaſt, they camevnto adouble way, 
Where, doubtfull which to take, her to reskew, 
Themlclues they did diſpart, cachto aſlay, 
Whether more happy were, to win ſo goodly pray. 


47 

But Timias, the Princes pemule Squire, 

That Ladies louc vato his Lord forlent, 

And with proud envy and indignant ire, 

After that wicked foſter fiercely went. 

So beene they three three lundry waies ybent. 

Burt faireſt fortuneto the Prince befell, 

Whoſe chaunce it was, that ſoone he did repent. 

To tike that way, in which that Damozell 
Was fied afore, affraid of him, as ficnd of hell. 


8 
Atlaſt,of her farre of hee gained view : 
Then g.n he freſhly pricke his fomy ſteed, 
And cuer as he nigher to herdrew, 
So cucrmore he FA increalc his ſpecd, 
And of each turning ſtill kept wary heed : 
Aloud to her he oftentimes did call, 
To doc away vaine doubt, and needleſle dreed : 
Full milde to her heſpake, and oft letfall 


Many mecke words, to ſtay and comfort her withall. 


4 
But nothing might relent bs haſtie flight ; 
Sodcepe the Teadly feare of that foule ſwaine 
Was carſt impreſled in her gentle ſptight : 
Like as af Doue, which through the raine, 
Of the wide ayre her way does cut amaine, 
Hauing farre off eſpydea Taſlell gent, 
Which after her his mwmble wings doth ſtraine, 
Doubleth her haſte for feareto be forc-hent, 
And with her pincons cleaues the liquid firmament, 


o 

With no leſſe haſte, and FX. with no leſle dreed, 

That fearefull Lady fled from him, that mene 

To herno cuill thought, nor. cull deed; 

Yer former feare of beeing foully ſhent, 

Carried her forward with her fir intent : 

And though, oft looking backward, well ſhe view'd, 

Her ſelfe | _ from that foſter inſolent, 

And that it was a knight, which now her ſewd, 
Yet ſhe no leſle the knight feard, then thax villaine a 
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His vacouth ſhicld and ſtrange armes her diſmayd, 

Whoſe like in Faery lond were fildome ſeene, 

That faſt ſhe from him fled, no lefle affrayd 

Then of wilde beaſts if ſhee had chaſed becne ; 

Yet he her follow'd ſtill with courage keene, 

So long, that now the golden Heſperus 

Was mounted high in top of heauen ſheene, 

And warnd his other brethren ioyeous, 


To light their bleſſed lamps in Towes eternall hous, 


(2 
All ſuddenly dim woxe the dampiſh ayre, 
And grieſly ſhadowes couered heauen bright, 
That now with thouſand ſtarres was decked faire; 
Which when the Prince beheld (a lothfull fight) 
And that perforce, for want of lenger light, 
He mote ſurceaſe his ſuit, and loſe the hope 
Ot his long labour, he gan foully wite 
His wicked fortune, that had turnd aſlope, 
And curſed yght, that reft from him to goodly ſcope. 


5 

Tho, whenher waies he could no more deſcry, 
But to and fro at diſayenture ftrayd; 
Like as a ſhip, whoſe Load-ſtar tuddainly 
Couered with clowdes, her Pilot hath diſmayd} 
His weariſomepurſuit perforce he ſtayd, 
And from his loftie ſtecd diſmounting lowe, 
Did let him forage. Downe himſelfe he layd 
Vponthe graflic ground, to ſleepe athrowe; 


The cold carth was Nis couch, the hard ſtecle his pillowe. 


54 
Bur gentle Sleepe envide him any reſt; 
In ſtead thereofſad ſorrow, and difdairie 
Ofhis hard hap did vex his noble breſt, 
And thouſand fancies ber his idle braine 
With their light wings, the ſights of ſemblants vaine : 
Oft did he with, that Lady faire mote bee 
His Pacry Queene, for whom he did complaine ; 
Or that his Facry Q ueene wereſuch as ſhee : 
And cuer haſtic Night he blamed bitterly. 


is 
Night, thou foule Mother of annoyance ſad, 
Siſter of heauy Death, and nurſe of Woe, 
Which waſt begot in Heauen, butforthy bad 
And brurtiſh ſhape, thruſt downe to Hell belowe, 
Where, by the grim floud of Cocytus lowe 
Thy dwelling is, in Herebus black hous 
(Blacke Herebws thy husband is the foe 
Of all the Gods) where thou vngratious, 
Halfe of thy daies dooſt lead in horrour hideous. 


$6 
What had th'eternall Maker need of thee, 
The world in his continuall courſe to keepe, 
That dooftall things deface, nelerteſt ſee 
The beautie of his worke ? Indeed infleepe, 


| 


The flothfull body, that doth loue to ſteepe 
His luſtleſſe babes ,and pr his baſer mind, 
Doth praiſe thee oft, and oft from Stygian deepe 
Calls thee, his goddeſſe in his errour blind, 
maid,chearipg cuery kind. 
5 

But well I wote, thitto an heauy hart 

Thou art the root and nurſe of bitter cares, 

Breeder of new, renewer of old ſmarts : 

In ſtead of reſt thou lendeſt —_— reares, 

In ſtead of fleepe thou ſendeſt fearrs, 

- dreadfull vifions, in the which aliue 

The drearic image offad death appeares: 

Sofrom the wearie ſpiritthou dooſt drive 
Defired reſt, and meh of happineſle depriue. 

8 


$ | 

Vader thy mantle blacke there hidden lye, 
Light-ſhunning theft, and tayterous i 
Abhorred bloudſhed, and vile felony, 
Shametulldeceipr, and danger immnent;”- = 
Foule horror, and eke h dreriment: 
All theſe (Iwote) in thy protettion bee, 
And lightdoe ſhunne, for feare of beeing ſhentz 
For; lightylike is loth'd of them and thee, 

And all that lewdneffe loue, doe hatethe lighttoſee, 


5 

For, day difcouers all dishoneſ wayes, 
And ſheweth each thingas it 1s indeed *: 
The prayſesof high God he faire dil b* 
And his large bounty rightly doth 
Dayes deareſtchildren berhe blefſed ſeed, 
Which darknefſe ſhall ſubdew, and heauen win : 
Truth is his daughter; he her firſt did breed, 
Moſt ſacred virgin, without por of fin. 

Ourlife is day: butdeath with darkneſſe doth begin. 

60 


And great Dame Natures 


O when will day then turne to mee againe, 
And bring with hum his long expeted light # 
Speodtheti ſpread abvondily benman eight 
Speed theeto bright, 
And chaſe an kuutrs too long ogrieg vight; 
Chaſe her away, from whence ſhe came, ro hell. 
She, ſheeitis, thathath mee done deſpight : - 
There let her withthe damned fpirits dwell, 

And yield herroometo day, that can iggouerne well, 

61 

Thus did the Prince that wearie night our-weare, 
In reſtleffe anguiſh and vnquier paine : 
And earely, cre the morrow did 
His deawy head out of the Ocean maine, 
He vp aroſe, as halfe in great diſdaine; 
Andclombe vnto his ſteed. So forth he went, 
With heauy looke and lumpiſhrpaſe, tharplaine 
In him bewrayd great grudge atd maltalent : 

His ſteed eke ſeem'd t'apply has ſteps to his intenr. 
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1 
Bok Onder it is toſee in diuerſe minds, 
12] Howdiuerſly Loue doth his pageants Play, 
2 And ſhewes bis powre in variable kinds : 
FAC) The baſer wit, whole idle thoughts alway 
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\4, 
'( 8 Are wont to cleaucyntothe lowely clay, 
It ſtirreth vp to ſenſuall defire, x 
And in lewd floth to waſte his careleſle day : 
But 1n braue ſprite it kindles goodly fire, 
That to all high deſert and honour doth aſpire. 


z 

Ne ſuffereth it vncomely idleneſle, 

In his free thoughtto build her ſluggiſh neſt: 

Nelſuffereth it ht of vngentleneſle, 

Euer to creepe into his noble breſt; 

But to the higheſt and the worthieſt 

Lifterh it vp, that elſe would lowely fall : 

It lets not fall, it lets it notto reſt : 

It lets not ſcarce this Prince to breathe at all, 
But to his firſt purſuit him forward ſtill doth call: 


Who long time wandred F2EEY the foreſt wide, 
To find ſome iſſue thence, till at the laſt 
He met a Dwarfe, thatſeemed terrifide 
With ſomelateperill, which he hardly paſt, 
Or other accident, which him ; 
Of whom he asked, whence he lately came, 
And whither now he trauelled ſo faſt. 
For, ſore he ſwat, and running __ that ſame 
Thicke foreſt, was beſcratcht, and bo 


4 
Panting for breath, and almoſt out of hart, 
The Dwarfe him anſwerd, Sir, ill mote I ſtay 
To tell the ſame. I lately did depart 
From Facry-court, where I have many a day 
Serued a gentle Lady of great ſway, 
And high account through-out all Elfin land, 
Who lately left the ſame, and tooke this way : 
Her now 1 {ecke, and if yevnderſtand 
Which way ſhee farcd hath, good Sir tell out of hand. 


his feet nigh lame. 


5 

What miſter wight, ſaid he, and how arrayd? 

Royally clad, quoth he, in cloth of gold, 

As meeteſt may beſeeme anoble mayd; 

Her fayre locks in rich circlet be enrold, 

And fairer wight did neuer ſunnebcehold, 

And on aPalfrey rides more white then ſnowe, 

Yet ſhe her ſelfe is whiter manifold : 

The ſureſt ſigne whereby ye may herknowe, 
Is, that ſhe is the faireſt wig - aliue, I trowe. 


Now certes ſwaine, faide he, ſuch one I weene, 
Faſt oy ng through this foreſtfrom herfo, 
A foule 11] faroured foſter, I haue ſeene; 
Her (elfe (wellay1 might) I reskew'd tho, 
Bur could fiot ſtay ; ſo faſt ſhe did fore-goe, 
Carried away with wings of ſpeedy feare. 
Ah deareſt God, quoth he,thatis great woe, 
And wondrous ruth to all that ſhall itheare. 
But can ye read, Sir, how I may her find, orwhere? 


7 
Perdy, me leuer were to weeten that 
Said he, then ranſome of the richeſt knight, 
Orall the good thatcuer yerl gat: 
But froward Fortune, and too forward Night 
Such happineſſe did (maulgre)to me ſpight, 
And fro mereft both life and light attone. 
Bur Dwarte aread, what is that Lady bright, 
Thar through this foreſt wandreth thus alone? 
For, of her errour ſtrange I haue greatruth and mone- 
8 


That Lady is, quoth he, where-ſo ſhe bee, 
The bountieſt virgin, and moſtdebonaire, 
Thar ever liuing eye I weene did ſee; 
Lives none this day, that may with her compare 
In ſtedfaſt chaſtitic and vertue rare, 
The goodly ornaments of beauty bright; 
Ands ycleped Florimell the fairc, 
Faire Florimell, belov'd of many a knight ; 
Yetſhe loues none but one, that Marinell is hight, 
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A Sea-nymphes ſonne, that Merinell is hight, 

Ot my deare Dame is loued dearely well; 

In other none, bur him, ſhe ſers delight ; 

All her delight is ſet 00 Marinell ; 
 Butheſersnoughtart all by Florimell 

For, Ladies loue, his —_— long ygoe 

Did him (they ſay) forwarne through ſacred ſpell. 

But fame now flyes, that of a forraine foe 


Hee is y{laine, which is the ground of all our woe. 


10 
Fiue dayes there be, ſince hee (they ſay) was flaine, 
And foure fince Florimell the Court for-went, 
And vowed neuerto returne againe, 
Till him alive or dead ſhee did invent. 
Therefore, faire Sir, for loue of knighthood gent, 
And honour of true Ladies, if yema 
By your good counſell, or bold hardument, 
Or ſuccour her, or me direct the way; 
Doe one, or other good, I you moſt humbly pray. 
It 
So may pu gaine to you full great renowme, 
Of all good Ladies through the world ſo wide, 
And haply in her hart find higheſt roome 
Of whom yee ſecke to be moſt magnifide : 
Ar leaſt, eternall meede ſhall you abide. 
To whom the Prince; Dwarfe, comfort to thee take, 
For, till thou rydings learne what her beride, 
I heere avow thee neuer to forſake. 


Ill weares he armes, that nill them vſe for Ladies ſake. 


12 
So with the Dwarfe hee back return'd againe, 
To ecke his Lady, where he mote her find ; 
But by the way, he y gan complaine 
The want of kis good Squire late left behind, 
For whom he wondrous penſiue grewin mind, 
For doubt of danger which mote him beude ; 
For, him he loued aboue all man-kind, 
Hauing him true and faithfull euer tride, 
And bold, as cuer Squire that waited by knights fide. 


1 
VVho, all this while, full hard was alſayd 
Of dead! er, which to him berid ; 
For, whiles his Lord purſcwd that noble Mayd, 
Afterthat Foſter foule he fiercely rid, 
To beene ay of the ſhame he did 
To that faire Damzell : Him he chaced lo 
Through the thick woods, wherein hew 
His ſhamefull head from his avengement ſtrong : 
And oft him threatned death for his outrageous wrong. 


14 

Nath'leſſe, the villaine ſped himſelfeſo well, 

Whether through ſwiftneſle of his ſpeedy beaſt, 

Or knowledge of thoſe woods, where he did dwell, 

Thar ſhortly he from danger was releaſt, 

And our of fight eſcaped at the leaſt; 

Yet not eſcaped fromthe due reward 

Of his bad deeds, which daily heeincreaſt, 

Ne ceated not, till him oppreſſed hard 
The heauy plague, that torſuch leachours is prepar'd. 


d hane hid 


ft 
For, ſoone as hee was naniſhe outof fight, 
His coward cour gan ann bee, 
And caſt t'avenge him o ce deſpi 
Which he IE of his bold na ot 
Thoto his brethren came : for they were thres 
Vagratious children of one graccleſle Sire, 
And vnto them complained;bow that hee 
Had vied beene of that foole-hardy Squire ; 
So them with bitter words he ſtird to bloudy ire. 
16 


Forth-with,themſclues with their (ad inftrumencs 

Of ſpoyle and murder they gan arme byliue, 

And with him forth into «4 toreſt went, 

To wreake the wrath, which he did carſt revine 

In their ſterne breaſts, on him which late did driue 

Their brother to reproche and ſhamefull flight: 

For; they had vow'd, that neuer he aliue 

Our of that foreſt ſhould efcape thezr mught; | 
Vile rancour their rude harts had fild with (uch deſpight, 

I 


7 
Within that wood there was a covert T 
Fore-by a narrowe foord (tothem well knowne) 
Through which it was vneath for wight to wade ; 
— by on it =_ —_ : "IT: 
By that ſame way, new uire vnknowne 
More algates _ ; fd CO they ſer 
There 1a await, withthicke woods over-growne, 
Andall the whule their mikce they did wher 
With cruell threats, has paſſage through the ford to let. 
8 


I 
It fortuned, as they deuiſed had, 
The gentle C_ came riding that ſame way, 
Vonweeting of their wile and treaſon bad, 
And through the ford to paſlen did aflay ; 
Bur that fierce Foſter which late fled away, 
Stoutly forth ſtepping on the further ſhore, 
Him bolely badehis pallagethere to ſtay, 
Till he had made amends, and full reſtore _ 
For all the damage which he had him doen afore. 


I 

With that, arhim a avinving: darthe threw, 
With fo fell force and villainous delpight, 
T hat through his habrrieon the 
And through the linked mayles 
Buthad ws 201 in his ſoftficſhto bite : 
Thar ſtroake the hardy Squire did ſore diſpleale, 
But more, that him he could not come to {mite; 
For, by no meancs the high banke he could ſeaſe, 

But labour'd long in thardeepe ford with yaine diſeaſe. 


20 
And ſtill the Foſter with his loog bor 
Him kept from landing at his wiſhed will; 
Anone one ſen out of the thicket neare 
A cruell ſhaft, headed with deadly ill, 
And feathered with an vulucky quill; 
The wicked ſtecle fiayd nor, till it did light 
In his left thigh, and deeply didir thrill; 
Exceeding gnefethatwoundin him empight ; 
— 7 Me needs 
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Artlaſt (through wrath and vengeance making way) 

Hee on the banke arriu'd with mickle paine, 

Where the third brother hum did ſore affay, 

And droue athim with all his might and 'maine 

A forreſt-bill, which both his hands did ſtraine ; 

But warily he did avoyd the blowe, 

And with his ſpeare requited him againe, 

That both his ſides were thrilled with the throwe, 
And a large ftreame of bloud out of the wound did flowe. 


22 
Hee, tumbling downe, with gnaſhing teeth did bite 
The bitter earth, and badeto let hm in 
Into the balefull houſe of endlefle nighr, 
Where wicked ghoſts doe waile their former fin. 
Tho, gan the barrell freſhly to begin; 
For, nathemorefor that peataclebad, 
Did th'other two their cruell vengeance blin, 
But both attonce on both fides him beſtad, 
And load vpon him layd, his life for to haue had. 


2 
Tho, when that villaine he Fizd, which late 
Afﬀrighted had the faireſt Florimel, 
Full of fierce fury, and indignant hate, 
To him he turned ; and with rigour fell 
Smote himſo rudely on the Pannikell, 
That to the chin he cleft his head intwaine : 
Downe on the gronnd his carcafſe groueling fell; 
His fiofull ſoule, with deſperate diſdaine, 
Our of her fleſhly ferme fled tothe place of paine. 


24 

Tharſecing now the onely laſt of three, 

Who with that wicked ſhaft him wonnded had, 

Trembling with horrour, as that did fore-ſce 

The Fearcfall end of his avengementſad, 

Through which he follow ſhould his brethren bad, 

His bootleſſe boaw in feeble hand vpcaught, 

And there-with ſhotanarrow at the lad; 

Which faintly fluttering, ſcarce his helmet raught, 
And glauncing, fell to ground, buthim annoye naught. 


25 

VVith that, he would haue fled into the wood 5 

Bur Timias him lightly overhent, 

Right as hee entring was into the flood, 

And ſtrooke at him with forceſoviolent, 

Thatheadlefſe ym into the ford he ſent : 

The carcafle with the ſtreame was carried downe, 

But th'head fell backward on the Continent. 


So miſchiefe fell ypot the meaners crowne; (nowne: 


They three be dead with ſhame, the Squire lives withre- 


26 
Hee liues, but takes ſmall ioy of his renowne ; 
For, of that cruell wound he bled fo ſore, 
Thatfrom his ſteed he fell in deadly ſwowne ; 
Yetſtill the bloud forth guſhtin ſo great ſtore, 
Thathe lay wallow'dall in his owne gore. 
Now God thee keep, thou gentleſt Squirealiue : 
Elſe ſhall thy louing Lord theelce no more ; 
But both of corfiire him thou ſhalt depriue, 
AnJckethy ſelfe of honour, which thou didlt archicue. 


27 
Prouidence heauenly paſſerh living thought, 
And doth for wretched mens rcliete make way ; 
For, loe, great grace or fortune thither bronghr 
Comtfortto him, that comfortlefle now lay. 
In thoſe ſame woods, ye wellremember may, 
How that a noble hunterefle did wonae, 
Shee, that baſe Braggadocchio did aftray, 
And made him faſt our of the foreſtrunne ; 
Belphebe was her name, as faireas Pharb»s lunne. 


28 
Shee, on a day, as ſhee purſewd the chace 
Of ſome wild beaſt, which with her arrowes keene 
She wounded had, the ſame alone did trace 
By tract of bloud, which ſhehad treſhly ſeene, 
To hauebeſprinkled all the graffic Greene; 
By the great perſue which ſhe there perceau'd, 
Well hoped ſhe the beaſt engor'd had beene, 
And made more haſte, the life to haue bercau'd: 
But ah: her expeQation greatly was deceau'd. 


2 

Shortly ſhe came, whereas chat wofull Squire 

With bloud deformed lay in dead! y {wound : 

In whoſe faire eyes, like lamps of quenched fire, 

The cryſtall humour ſtood congealed round ; 

His locks, like faded leaues fallen to ground, 

Knotted with bloud, in bunches md_—_ 

And his ſweet lips, on which before that ſtound 

The bud of youth to bloſſome faire began, 
Spoyld of their roſie red, were woxenpale and wan. 


© 
Saw neuer liuing eye mecrhemgy ſight, 
That could haue made arock of ſtone to rew, 
Or riveintwaine: which when that Lady bright 
(Beſides all hope) with melting cyes did view, 
All ſuddarnly abaſht,ſhe changed hew, 
And with ſterne horrour backward gan'to ſtart : 
But, when ſhe better him beheld, ſhegrew 
Full of ſoft paſſion and vnwonted (mart : 
The poyant ofpiny pearced through her tender hart. 


I 

Meckely ſhe bowed Jones weetif life 

Yetin his frozen members didremaine ; 

And feeling by his pulſes beating rife, 

Thatthe ._.r {oule her ſeatdid yerretaine, 

She caſt ro comfort him with bufiepaine : 

His double-folded neck ſheerear'd ypright, 

And rubd his temples, and cach trembling vaine; 

His mayled haberjeon ſhe did vadight, 
And from his head lus heauy burganer did light. 


Z 
Into the woods tant in haſte ſhe went, 

To ſeekefor hearbes, tharmote him remedy 3 
For, ſhe of hearbes had great intendiment, 
Taught of the Nymph, which from her infancy 
Her nurſed had intrue Nobility : 
There, whether it divine Tobacco were, 
Or Panachea, or Polygony, 
Shee found, and broughritto her Patient deare, 


Whoallhis whilc lay bleeding oug his harg-bloud w_ 
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Thc ſoucraigne weede We 4 two marbles plaine 
She pownded ſmall, and didin peeces bruze, 
And then arweene her lilly handez twaine, 
Into is wound the 1uyce thereof did fcruze, 
And round about (us ſhe could well it vze) 
The fleſh there-with ſhee ſuppled and did ſteepe, 
T'abate all ſpaſme, and toke the ſwelling bruze ; 
And after, hauing ſearcher the intuſe deepe, 
She with her ſcarfc d1d bind the wound fr6 cold to keepe. 


4 

By this, he had ſweet life a o1ine ; 

And gromng = deepe, atlaſt hiseyes, 

His watry cyes, drizling hike deawy raine, 

Hevp gan htt toward the azure _ 

From whence deiccnd all hopclefle remedies : 

There-with he ſigh'r, and turning him afide, 

The goodly Maid (full of divimnes, 

And'gifts of heauenly grace) he by him ſpide, 
Her boaw and gilden quiuer lying hum befide. 


5 
Mercy deare Lord, ſaid a whatgrace is this, 
Thatthou haſt ſhewed to mee finfull wighr, 
To ſend thine Angell from her bowre of bliſs, 
To comfort mein my diſtreſſed phght2 
Angell, or Goddeſſedoe I call thee night 2 
What ſeruice way I doe vnto thee meet, 
That haſt from darkneſſe mee return'd to light, 
And with thy heaucnly (alues and med'cines tweet, 
Haſt dreſt my finfull wounds ? 1 kiſle thy bleſſes feer. 
6 


Thereat ſhe bluſhing ſaid, Ah entle Squire, 
Nor Goddefle I, nor Angel], but the Mayd, 
And daughter of a wooddy Nymph, defire 
No leruice, but thy ſafery and ayde 
Which if thou gaine, I ſhall be well apayd. 
Wee mortall wights, whoſe lives and fortunes bee 
To common accidents ſtill open layd, 
Are bound with common bond of*frailtee, 
To fuccour wretched wights, whom we captiued ſee. 


7 
By this, her Dainſcls,whic the former chace 
Had vndertaken, after her arriu'd, 
As did m—_ in the bloudy place, 
And thereby deem'd the beaſt had been depriu'd 
Of life, whom late their Ladies arrow nv'd: 
For-thy,the bloudic traCt they followfaſt, 
And cuery oneto runne the ſwifteſt ſtriy'd : 
Bur two of them the reſt far overpaſt, 
And where their Lady was, arriued atthe laſt. 


8 

Where, when they ſaw that 2oodly boy, with blood 

Defouled, and their Lady drefle his wound, 

They wondred much, and ſhortly vaderſtood, 

How him in deadly cafe their found, | 

And reskewed our of the heauic ſtound. 

Eftfoones his warkhke courſer, which was ſtrayd 

Farre in the woods, whiles that be lay in ſwound, 

Shee made thoſe Damſels ſearch, which becing ſtayd, 
z Þ| Theydid him er thereon, and forth with them conuayd. 


UMI 


Into that foreſt farre th P . A himled, 
Where was their dwelling, in a pleaſant glade, 
With mountaines round about environed, 
And mightie woods, which did the valley ſhade, 
And like a itately Theatre it made, 
Spreading itſelte into a ſpatious Plaine. 
And in the midſt a little river plaid 
Emongſt the pumy ſtones, which ſeem'd to plaine 
With gentle murmure, that his courſe they did reſtraine, 


40 

Belide the ſame, a dainty place there lay, 

Planted with myrtle 4s and as greene, 

In which the birds ſung many alouely ay 

Of Gods high praiſe, and of their loues ſweet teene, 

As it an y Paradiſe had beene : 

In whole encloſed ſhadow there was pight 

A faire Pauilion, ſcarcely to beſeene, 

The which was all within moſtrichly Gghts 
That greateſt Princes ling it mote well delight, 


41 
Thither they brought that wounded Squire, and layd 
In cafic x A bY feeble limbes to reſt. , 
Heerelted him awhile, and then the Mayd 
His ready wound with better falues new dreft; 
Daily ſhe drelled him, and did the beſt . 
His grieuous hurtto gariſh, that ſhe might, 
That ſhortly ſhe his dolourhath redreſt, 
And his foule ſorereduced to faire plight: 
It ſhe reduced, but hamaſelfe deſtroyed quight, 


42 | 

O fooliſh Phyſick, and vnfruittull paine, 
That healcs vp one,and makes another wound : 
She his hurt thigh to him recur'd againe, 
But hurt his hart, the which before was ſound, 
Through an vnwary dart, which did rebound 
From her fire eyes and gracious countenaunce. 
What bootes it him from death to bevabound; 
To be captiucd in endlefſe durance 

Of ſorrow and deſpaire withour aleggeance ? 


Still as his wound did hood we whole, 
So ſtill His hart waxe ſore, and health decayd: 
Madnefleto ſaue a part, andlole the whole. 
Still when-as hee beheld the heauenly Mayd, 
Whiles daily plaiſters to his wound the layd, 
So ſtill his malady the more increaſt, 
The whiles her matchleſle beauty him diſmayd. 
Ah God ! whatother could he doe atleaft, 

Bur loue ſo faire a Lady, thathis liferelcaſt 2 
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Long while he ſtrouc in has courageous breſk, 

With reaſon dew the to ſubdew; 

And loue forto diſlodge our of has neſt ; 

Still when her cxcellencies he did view, 

Her ſoucraigne bounty, and celeſtiall hew, 

The fameto louc he ſtrongly was conſtraind : 

But when his meane eſtate he did renew, 

He from ſuch hardy boldnefſewas reſtraind, 
And of his lucklefle logand crucliloue thus plaind 
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Vnthankfull wretch, ſaid he, is this the meed, 
With which her ſoueraigne mercy thou dooſt quight? 
Thy life ſhe ſaued by her gracious deed, 
Burtthou dooſt weene with villatnous deſpight 
To blot her honour, and her heauealy light. 
Dye rather, dye, then ſo diſloyally 
Deeme of her high deſert, or ſeeme ſo light: 
Faire death it is tro ſhunne more ſhame; to dic: 

Die rather, die, then cuer loue diſloyally. 

6 


4 
Bur if to loue diſloyaltic it bee, 

Shall I then hate her, that from deathes dore 

Me brought? ah ! farre be ſuch reproche fro mee. 

What can I lefle do, then her loue therefore, 

Sith I her due reward cannot reſtore : 

Dyerather, die, and dying doe her ſerue, 

Dying her ſeruc, and _— adore ; 

Thy life ſhe gaue, thy life the doth deſerue : 
Dycrather, dic, then cuerfrom her ſeruice ſwerue. 


47 

But fooliſh boy, what bootcs thy ſeruice baſe 

To her, to whom the heauens doeſerue and ſew? 

Thoua meane Squire, of mecke and lowely place, 

She heaucaly borne, and of ccleftiall hew. 

How then? of all, loue taketh equall view : 

And doth not higheſt God you to take 

The loucand ſervice of the baſeſt crew? 

If ſhee will not, dye meckl]y for herſake; 
Dyerather, dye, then cuer ſo faire loue forſake. 

48 

Thus warreid hcelong time againſt his will, 

Till that (through weakeneſſe) he was farc'tarlaſt 

To yield himſelte vato the mighty ill : 

Whuch, as a Vitor proud, gan ranſack faſt 

His inward parts, andall his cntrailes waſte, 

Thatneitherbloud in face, nor life in hart 

It left, but both did quitedry vp, and blaſt ; 

As pearcing levin, which the inner part 


Ofcuery thing conſumes, and calcineth by arr. 


49 
Which ſecing, faire Belphebe gan to feate, 
Leaſt that his wound wereinly wellnot healed, 
Or thatthe wicked ſteele empoyſned were : 
Littlc ſhee weend, that loue he cloſe concealed ; 
Yetſbill he waſted, as theſnowe congealed, 
When the bright ſunne his beames thercon doth brat; 
Yetneuer he his hartto her revealed, 
But rather choſe to die for ſorrow great, 
Then with diſhonourable tearmes her to intreat. 


50 
Shee (gracious Lady) yet no paines did ſpare 
Todoe him caſe, or doehum remedie : 
Many Reſtoratiucs of vertues rare, 
And coſtly Cordialles ſhee did apply, 


To mitigate his ſtubbornemalady : 

But that lweet Cordiall, which canreſtore 
A louc-fick hart, ſhee did to himenvy ; 
To him and all th'vaworthy world forlore 


She did envy that ſoucraigneſalue, in ſecret ſtore. 


Fl 
Thar dainty Roſe, the daughter of her Morne, 


More deare then life ſhee tendered, whole flowre 


The girlond of her honour did adorne: 


Ne ſuffred ſhe the Middayes ſcorching powre, 
Ne the ſharp Northerne wind thereon to ſhowte, 


Bur lapped vp her filken leaues moſt chaire, 

When-ſo the froward sky beganto lowre: 

But ſooneas calmed was the Cryſtall ayre, 
She did irfaire diſſpred, and letto floriſh faire. 


2 

Etcrnall God, in his amigh powre, 
To make enſample of his heauenly grace, 
In Paradiſe whylome did plant this lowre; 
Whence he it fetchrout of her natiue place, 
And didin ſtock of earthly fleſh enrace, 
That morrtall men her glory ſhould admire: 
In gentle Ladies breſt, and bountious race 
Of woman-kind it faireſt lowre doth ſpire, 


And bearcth fruite of honour and all chaſte defire. 


5 
Faire impes of beauty,whole —_— ſhining beames 


Adorne the world with like to heaucnly hgh, 


And to your willes both royalties and Realmes 
Subdew, _— conqueſt of your wondrous might, 


With this faire 
Of chaſtitie and vertue virginall, 


owre your goodly girlonds dight, 


Thar (hall embelliſh more your beautie bright, 
And crowne your heads with heauenly coronall, 
Such as the Angels weare before Gods tribunall. 


54 
To your faire {clues a faire enſample frame, 
Of this faire Virgin, this Belphebe faire ; 
To whom, in perfe&tloue and ſpotleſle fame 
Of chaſtitie, none living may compaire : 
Ne poyſnous En ye can empaire 
The prayſe of herfreſh 
For-thy ſhe ſtanderh on the higheſt ſtaire 
Ofth'honourable ſtage of woman-head, 


owring Maidenhead ; 


That Ladies all may followe her enſample dead. 


Fs 
In ſo great prayſe of ſtedfaſt chaſtitie, 
Nath'lefſc, ſhe was ſo curteous and kind, 
Tempred with grace, and goodly m , 
That ſeemed thoſe two vertues ſtroue to 
The higher place in her Her6ick mind ; 
So ſtriuing each did other more augment, 


And both encreaſt the prayſe of woman-kind, 


And both encreaſt her beauty excellent; 
So all did make in her a perfe@t complement. 
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s 
It were a goodly ſtorie, to declare, 
By whart ſtrange accident faire Chryſogone 
Conceiu'd tha Infants, and how them ſhe bare, 
In this wilde foreſt wandring all alone, 
After ſhe had mine mioneths 


I 
Ell may I weene, faire Ladies, all this while 
4 Ye wonder, how this noble Damozell 
\ £ . s © « 
AVAS So great perfeCtions did in her compile; 


Zines Sith thatin ſaluage foreſts ſhe did dwell, 


So farre from Court and royall Citadell, 
The great ſchoolemiſtreſle of all curtely : 
Seemeth that ſuch wild woods ſhould far expell 
All ciuill vlage and gentility, 

And gentle ſprite deforme with rude ruſticity. 


2 
But to this fayrc Belphebe in her berth 
The heauens fo tauourable were and free, 
Looking with muld aſpeCt ypon the earth, 
In th'Horofcope of her natuuitee, 
That ail the gifts of grace and chaſtitee 
On her they poured forth of plentious hone; 
Toe laught on Yenas from his ſoucraigne ſee, 
And Phebss with faire beames did her adorne; 
And all the Graces rockther cradle becing borne. 


3 
Her birth was of the wombe of Morning dewe, 
And her conception of the ioyous Pnme, 


And all her whole creation did her ſhewe To ſleep, thewhiles a gentle flumbring {woun 
Pure and vnſported from all loathly crime, Vpon her fell all naked bare diſplayd ; 

That is ingeneratein fleſhly lime. The ſunne-beames bright vpon her Dody Playds 
So was this Virgip borne, f was ſhe bred, Beerng through former bathing mollifide, 


So was ſhee trained yp from time to time; 


fild and gone : 
For, not as other wemens common brood, 
They wereenwombed in thefacred throne 
Of her chaſte body ; nor with common food, 
As other wemens babes, they ſucked vitall blood: 
6 


But wondrouſly they were begor, and bred 
Through influence of th'heauens fruitfull ray, 
As itin antique bookes is mentioned. 

It waz ypon a Sommers ſhiny da 

(When Tan fayre his hot beames did diſplay) 
In a freſh fountaine, farre from all mens view, 
She bath'd her breſt,the boyling hear r'llay ; 
She bath'd with roſes red, and violets blew, 


And ail the ſweeteſt flowres, that inthe foreſt grew; 


7 
Till fint through irkeſom wearineſle, adown 
Vpon the graffie ground her ſelfe ſhe layd 


And pearc'tints her wombe, where they embayd 


In all chaſte vertue, and true bounti-hed, _ With ſoſweer ſenſe and ſecret power vnlpide, 
Tillto her due perfetion ſhee was ripened. Thar in her pregnant fleſh they ſhortly fruQifide. 
4 
Her mother was the faire Chryſogptee, Miraculous may ſeeme to him,that reades 
The daughter of Amphiſa, who by race So ſtrange enſample of conception; 
A Facric was, yborneof high degree; But reaſon teacherth that the fruitfull ſeades 
She bore Belphebe, ſhe bore in like caſe Of all things living, through impreſſion 
Faire Amoretts1n the ſecond place: Oftheſun- in moyſt complexion, 
Theſe two were twinnes, and twixtthem two did ſhate Doe life conceiue, and quicknedare by kind: 
The heritage of all celeſtiall grace ; So, after Nilwsi bi 
—_— That all the reſt it ſeem'd they robbed bare Infinite of creatures men doe find, | 
Of bountic, and of beautic, andall yertues rare. Informedin rhe nwd, on which the Sunne hath ſhia'd. 
nto Great 
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Great father hee of -cnraon 
Is rightly cald, th'authour of life and light; 
And his faire fiſter for creation 
Miniſtreth matter fit, whichtempred right 
With heat and humour, breedes the liuing wight. 
So (prong theſe twinnes in wombe of Chryſogone, 
Yet wiſt ſhe _ thereof, bur ſore affright, 
Wondred to {ec her belly ſo vp-blone, 
Which ſtill increaſt, till ſhe her terme had full out-gone. 


10 
Whereof conceiuing ſhame and foule diſprace, 
Albe her guiltleſle conſcience her cleard, 
She fled inco the wilderneſle ſpace, 
Tillthatvnweeldy burden ſhe had reard, 

And ſhund dishonour,which as death ſhe feard : 
Where wearie of long trauell, downe to reſt 
Her lelfe ſhe fer, and comfortably cheard; 

* Thereaſad clowd offeepe her ouerkeſt, 
And (erzed euery ſenſe with ſorrow ſore oppreſt. 


II 

It fortuned, faire Yenushauing loſt 

Herlittleſonne, the winged god of loue, 

Who for ſome lighr diſpleaſure, which him croſt, 

Was from her fled, as flit as ayery Doue, 

And lefther blisfull bowre of ioy aboue, 

(So from her often he had fled away, 

When ſhe for ought him —y did reproue, 

And wandredin the world in ſtrange array, (wray.) 
Diſguiz'd in thouſand ſhapes, that none might him be- 


12 
Him for to ſecke, ſhelefther heauenly hous 
(The houſe of goodly formes and faire aſpeCts, 
Whence all the world deriues the glorious 
Features of beauties, and all ſhapes ſele&, 
With which high God his workmanſhip hath deckt) 
And ſearched euery way, through which his wings 
Had borne him, or his tratt ſhe mote deteQ ; 
She promiſt kiſſes ſweet, and ſweeter things 
Vnto the man, that of him rydings to her brings. 


I 
Firſt, ſhec him ſought in ——_ where moſt he vſed 
Whylome to haunt, bur there ſhe found him not; 
But many there ſhe found, which ſore acculed 
His falſehood, and with foule infamous blor 
His cruelldeedes and wicked wiles did ſpot: 
Ladies and Lordesſhee euery where mote heare 
Complayning, how with his empoyſned ſhort 
Their iliLares he wounded had whyleare, 
And ſo had left them languiſhing rwixt hope and feare. 


I4 
She then the Citics ſought,from gateto gate, 
And cuery one did aske, did he him ſee; 
And cuery one her anſ{werd, that too late 
Hee had him ſcene, and felethe cruclnie 
Of his ſharp darts, and hotartillerie ; 
And euery onethrew forth reproches rife 
Of his miſchicuous deedes, and faid, That hee 
Was the diſturber of all ciuill life, 
The cnetny of peace, and author of all ſtrife. 


15 

Then, in the Countrey ſhe abroad him ſought, 

And inthe rurall cottages enquired ; 

Where alſo, many plants to Bo were brought, 

How hee their hcedleſle harts with louc had fired, 

And his falſe venim through their yeines inſpired; 

And cke the gentle ſhepheard ſwaines, which (at 

Keeping theur fleecie flocks, asthey were hired, 

She tweetly heard complaine, both how and what 
Herſonne had to them doen ; yet ſhee did ſmilethereat. 

6 . 


I 
But when in none of all theſe ſhee him got, 
Shee gan aviſe where elſe he mote him hide : 
At lait, ſhe her be-thought, that ſhee had nor 
Yerſh _ the lalvage woods and foreſts wide, 
In which full many loucly Nymphes abide, 
Mongſt whom might be, that he did cloſely lye, 
Or that the loue ot ſome of them him ryde : 
For-thy ſhe hither caſt her courſe Capply, 
To ſearch the ſecret haunts of Dianes company. 


17 
Shortly, vnto the waſtefull woods ſhee came, 
Where-as ſhee found the Goddefle with her crew, 
After late chace of their embrewed game, 
Sitting beſide a fountaine in a rewe, 
Some of them waſhing with the liquid dewe 
From offtheir daintic limbes the duſty ſwear, 
And _— which did deforme their luely hewe;z 
Other lay ſhaded from the ſcorching heat; 
The reſt,vpon her perſon, gaue attendance great. 
18 


Shee, hauing hong vpon a bough on high 
Her boaw and painted quiuer, had vnlac't 
Her filuer buskins from her nimble thigh, 
And herlanke loynes vngirt, and breaſts vnbrac't, 
After her heat the breathing cold to taſte 
Her golden locks, thatlateintrefſes bright 
Embreaded were for hindring of herhaſte, 

Now looſe about her ſhoulders hong vadight, 

And were with ſweet Ambroſea all belpriakledTight. 


I 
Soone as ſhe Yenws ſaw behizd her back, 
Shee was _ w_ ſo looſe (urpriſed; "MN 
And woxehalfe wro inſt her els lack, 
Thathad nother ——_— aviſed, 
Bur ſuffred her ſo careleſly diſguiſed 
Be overtaken. Soone her garments looſe 
Vpgath ring, in her boſome ſhe compriſed, 
Well as ſhee might, and to the Goddeſle roſe, 
Whilſt all her Nymphes did hike agirlond her encloſe. 
20 


Goodly ſhee gan fayre Cytherea greet, 
And ſhortly bs what «A broughe 
Into that wilderneſle (for her vnmeet) 
From her ſweet bowres,& beds with pleaſures fraught: 
That ſuddaine change ſhe ſtrange adyenture thought, 
To whom (halfe weeping) ſhee thus anſwered, 
Thar ſhee her deareſt ſonne __ ſought, 
Whoin his frowardnefle from her was fled; 
That ſhe repented ſore, to hauc him angered, 
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21 
Thereat Diana gan to (mile, in ſcorne 
Of her vaine plainr, an to ber (coffing faid; 
Great pitty ſure, that ye beſo forlorne 
Of your gay lonne, that giues yeſo good ayd 
To your ditports: —— 
But ſhee was more engricued, andrephide ; 
Faire fiſter, ill beſcemes it to vpbrayd 
A dolefull hart with fo diſdainefull pride ; 
The like that mine, may be your paine another tide. 
22 


As you in woods and wanton wilderneſle 

Your glory ſet, to chace the ſaluage beaſts; 

So my _— isall in ioyfulneſle, 

In beds, in bowres, in bankets, and in feaſts : 

And ill becomes you with your loftie cteaſts, 

To ſcorne the ioy that Towe 18 glad to ſeeke ; 

We both are bound to follow heauens beheaſts, 

And tend our charges with obeiſance meeke : 
Spare (gentle ſiſter) with reproche my paine to ccke 3 


2 
Andtell me, if thatyee my Coane haue heard, 

To lurke emongſt your Nymphes in ſecret wize; 

Or keepe their cabins : much 1 am afteard, 

Leaſt he like one of them himlelte dilguize, 

And turne his arrowes to their exercize : 

So may hee long himlelfe full caſic hide : 

For, he is faire and freſhin face and guize, 

As any Nymph {let notit be envide.) 
So laying, cucry Nymph full narrowly ſhe eyde. 

2 


4 
But Phebe there-with (ore was angered, 

And ſharplyſaid; Goe Dame, goe ſecke your boy, 

Where you himlately left, in Mars his bed 3 

He comes not here, we {corne his foolilh ioy, 

Ne lend we leiſureto his idletoy : 

Bur if I catch himin this company, 

By Stygian lake I vow, whole fad annoy 

he Gods doedread, he dearely ſhall aby ? 

Ile clip has wanton wings, that he no more ſhall fly, 


25 
Whom when as Yen law (o ſore dilplealed, 

She waly ſory was, and gan relent 

Whar ſhee bad (aid: fo her ſhte ſoone appeaſed, 

Wruh ſugred words and gentle blandiſhment, 

Which as a fountaine from her ſweet lips went, 

And welled y forth, that in ſþorr ſpace 

Shee was well pleald, and forth her damzels ſeat, 

Through all the woods, to ſearch from placeto place, 
If any trat of him or tydings they mote trace. 

6 


2 
To ſearch the God of Loue, her Nymphes the ſent 
Throughout the waodrin nto—n where: 
And after them her lelfe x with her went 
To ſecke the fugitiue, both farre and nere. 
So long they ſought, till they arrived were 
In that ſame ſhadie covert, where-as lay 
Faire Chryſogone in ſlumbry traunce whilere : 
Who in her (awo $ thog to lay) 
wu Vawazes had borne two babes, as faire as ſpringing day. 


* 


29 
Shce brought herto het ioyous Paradiſe, 


Till they againereturne backe by the hander gate. 


37 
Vawares ſhe them concau'd, vnwares ſhe bore : 
She bore withouten paine, that ſhee concriued 
Withouten pom _—_ need implore 
Lucinaes ayde : which w med, 
They _ through _— of _ , 
And gazing each on other, nought beſpake : 
Arlaſt, they both agreed, her (teeming gricued) 
Our of her heauy ſwoune not to awake, 
But from her louing ide the render babes to take. 
28 
Vp they them tooke; each one a babe p 
fo with them carned,to be > = og 
Dame Phebe to a Nymph her babe berooke, 
To be brought in perfeCt Maydenhed, 
And of her lelfe, her name Belphebe red : 
But Yen hers hence farre away convayd, 


To bevp-brou tingoodlicw , 
And in her little Loucs ſtead, which was ſtraid, 


Her Amoretta cald, to comfort her dilmaid. 


(dwell. 
Where moſt ſhe wonnes, when ſhee on carth does 
So faire a place, as Nature can deuiſe: 

Whether 19 Paphos, or Cytheron hill, 

Or it in Gnid#s be, I wote not well; 

But well I wote by tryall, that this ſame 

All other pleaſantplaces doth excell, 

And called is by hcrloſt Louers name, 


The Garden of Adonis, fare renowm'd by fume. 
© 
In that ſame Garden, all hepoodly flowres 


Where-with dame Nature doth her beautific, 
And decks the girloads of her Paramoures; 

Are fetcht: there is the firſt ſeminarie 

Ot all things, that are borne to liue and die, 
According to their kinds. Loog worke it wete, 
Heere to account the endlefſe progenie 

OF all the weedes, that bud and bloſſome there; 


But ſo much as doth nced, muſt necds be counted here. 
l 
It fired was in fruitful fople of old, 


And pirt-in with two walles on extherfſide ; 
The one of ron, the other of bright gold, 
That none might thorough breake, nor over-(tride : 
And double gates ithad, which opened wide, 
By which bothin and out men moten paſs ; 
Th'one fare and freſh, the other old and dride : 
Old Genizs the Porter of them was, 


Old Geniws, the which a double nature has. 
2 
He lerreth in, heletrerh —_ wend, 


All that to come intothe world deſire ; 

A thouſand thouſand naked babes attend 

About him day and night, which doe require, 
That hee with fleſhly weedes would them atrire : 
Such as him liſt, ſuch as eternall fate 

Ordained hath, heclothes with finfull mire, 
And ſendeth forth to liue in mortall itate, 
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After thar they againe NE F beene, 

They 1n that Garden planted be againe; 

And growe afreſh, as they had neucr ſeene 

Fleſhly corruption, nor morrall paine. 

Some thouſand yeares ſo doen they there remaine ; 

And then of him are clad with other hew, 

Or ſentinto the changefull world againe, 

Till thuther they rerurne, where fefithy grew: 
So hke a wheele around they runnefrom old ro new. 


4 
Ne needs there Gardiner as {et, or ſowe, 
To = orprune: for, of their owne accord, 
All things as they created were, doe growe, 
And yet remember well themighty word, 
Which firſt was ſpoken by th'Almighry Lord, 
That bade them to increaſe and multply : 
Ne doethey need with water of the ford, 
Or of the Laden to moyſten their rootes dry; 
For, inthemſclues, eternall moyſture they imply. 


Infinite ſhapes of creatures Non are bred, 
And yncouth formes, which none yet cuer knew, 
Andeuery ſort isin aſundry bed 
Setby itſelfe, and rankt in comely rew : 
Some fit for reaſonable ſoules tindew, 
Some made for beaſts, ſome made for birds to weare 
And all the fruitfull ſpawne of fiſhes hew | 
In endlefle ranks along enranged were, 

That ſeem'd the Ocean could not containe them there. 


6 

Daily they growe, and daily forth are ſent 
Into the world, it torepleniſh more; 
Yetis the ſtocke not leflened, nor ſpent, 
But ſtill remaines in cuerlaſting ſtore, 
As it at firſt created was of yore. 
For, in the wide wombe of the world, there lyes 
In hatcfull darknefſe, and in deepe horrore, 
An hugeeternall Chaos, which ſupplies 

The ſubſtances of Natures fruitfull progenies. 


7 

All things fromthence Fg; PR firſt beeing fetch, 
And borrow matter,whereof they are made; 
Which,when as forme and feature it does ketch, 
Becomes a bodie, and doth then inuade 
The ſtate of life, out of the grieſly ſhade. 
That ſubſtance is eterne, and bideth ſo ; 
Ne when the life decaycs, and formedoes fade, 
Doth it conſume, and into nothing go, 

But changed is, and often altredto and fro. 


8 

The ſubſtance is notchan noraltered, 
But th'onely formeand outward faſhion ; 
For, cuery ſubſtance is conditioned 
To change her hew, and ſundry formes to don, 
Mect for her temper and complexion ; 
For, formes arevariable, and decay 
By courſe of kinde; and by occaſion ; 

| And thatfaire flowre of beanty fades away, 

As doth the lilly freſh before the ſunny ray. 


——— 


tp 
Great enemy to it, and to all the reſt 
That in the Garden of Adens ſprings, 
Is wicked Time ; who, with his ſcythe addreſt, 
Does mowe the flowring herbes and | 
And all their glory to the ground downe flings, 
Where they doe wither, and are foully mard: 
Hee flyes about, and with his flaggy wings, 
Beates downe bothleaues and buds without regard, 
Ne cuerpitty may relenthis malice hard. 


49 

Yet pitty often did the gods relent, 
To ſceſo fairethings mard, and ſpoyled quight : 
And their great mother Yenus 77 (cons 
The loſe of her deare brood, her deare delight; 
Her hart was pearc't with pitty atthe ſight, 
When walking throughthe Garden, them ſhe ſpyde, 
Yet no'te ſhe find redrefle for ſuch deſpight. 
For, all that liues is ſubicR to thatlaw: 

All things decay in time, and to their end do draw. 

I 


» 


4 
But, were it notthat Time their troubleris, 
All thatin this delightfull Garden growes, 
Should happy be, and haue immorrall bliſs : 
For, heere all plenty, and all pleaſure flowes, 
And ſweet loue gentle fits emongſt themthrowes, 
Withoutfell rancour, orfond icalouſie; 
Frankly each paramour his leman knowes, 
Each bird his mate, ne any does enuic 
Their goodly meriment, and gay felicitie. 


42 

There is continual ſpring, and harueſtthere 
Continuall, both mecting at onetime : 
For, both the boughes doc laughing bloſſoms beare; 
And with freſh colours deck the wanton Prime, 
And eke attonce the heauy trees they clime, 
Which ſeeme to labour vnder their fruites lode : 
The whiles the ioyous birds make their paſtime 
Emongſt the ſhady leaues, their ſweet abode, 

And their true loues without ſuſpicion tell abrode. 


4 
Right in the middeſt of that Paradiſe, 
There ſtood a ſtately Mount, on whoſeround top 
A gloomy | myrtle-trees did riſe, 
Whoſe ſhadie boughes ſharpe ſteele did neuerlop, 
Nor wicked beaſts their tender buds did crop, 
Butlike a girlond compaſſed the hight, 
Andfrom their Fruitfull fides ſweet gum did drop, 
That all the ground with precious | _ bedight, 
Threw forth moſt dainty odours, & moſtſweet delight. 


And, in the thickeſt couerrt - Fn ſhade, 

There was a pleaſant Arbour, not by art, 

But of the trees owne inclination made, 

Which knitting their ranke branches partto part, 

With wanton Ivie-twine entrayld athwart, 

And Eglantine, and Caprifoleemong, 

Faſhiond aboue within their inmoſt part, 

That neither Phabus beames could Seough the throng, 
Nor Aeolus ſharp blaſt could worke them avy wrong, 
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45 
And all about grewe euery ſort of flowre, 
To whuch ſad louers were transform'd of yore; 
Freſh Hyacinthws, Phebus paramoure 
And deareſt loue, 
Fooliſh Ngrciſe, that likes the watry ſhore, 
Sad Amaranthus, made a lowre but late, 
$ad Amaranthus, in whoſe purple gore 
Me ſ{cemes I (ce Amintas TY fate, 


Towhom feet Poets verſe hath given endleſle date. 
6 


4 

There wont faire Venus often to enioy 

Her deare Adons ioyous companie, 

And reape ſweet pleaſure of the wanton boy ; 

There yet ſome lay in ſecret he does ly, 

din flowres and precious ſpycery, 

By her hid from the world, and from the $1 

Of Stygian gods, which do herloue enuic; 

But ſhe her (clte, when euer that ſhe will, 
Poſſefleth him, and of his ſweetneſſe takes her fill. 


47 

And ſooth, it ſeemes, they lay : for, he may not 

For euer dic, and ever buned bee 

In balefull night, where all things are forgot; 

All be he ſubie& ro morrtalitic, 

Yet is eternein murtabilirie , 

And by ſucceſſion made perperuall, 

Transformed oft, and changed diuerſly : 

For, him the Father of all formes they call; 
Therefore needs mote he liue, that living giues to all. 

8 


4 
There now he liueth in eternall bliſs, 
Ioying his goddefle, and of herenioyd: 
Ne feareth he henceforth that foe of his, 
Which with his cruel] tuske him deadly cloyd ; 
For, that wilde Bore, the which him once annoyd, 
She firmely hath empriſoned for aye 
(Tharther {weet loue his malice mote auoyd) 
In a ſtrong rockie Cave, which is they ſay, 
Hewen vnderneath that Mount, that none him looſen 


4 

Fherenow he liues in corrlading 10Y, 

With many of the gods in _— 
C Which thither hauor, and with the winged Boy 

Sporting himelfe in lafe felicitie : 
Who, when he hath with ſpoiles and crueltie 
R anſackt the world, and in the wofull hearts 
Of many wretches ſet his triumphes hie, 
Thither reſorts, and laying his {ad darts 

Afide, with faire Adonis playes his wanton parts. 


(may. 


O 
And his true loue faire Placke with him playes, 
Faire Pſzche to him lately reconcyl'd, 
After long troubles and vameer $, 
With which his mother Yenas her reuyl'd, 
And cke himſelfe her cruelly exyl'd: 
Butnow in ſtedfaſt loue nopuy foo 
Shewith him liues, and hath him borne a child, 
Pleaſure, that doth both gods and men agerate , 
Pleaſare, the daughter of Cupid and Pſyche 


51 
Hither great Yenws brought this infant faire, 
The younger daughter of Chryſogonee, 
And voto Pſyche with greattruit and care 
Commutred her, yfoſtered to bee, 
And trained vp in true ferminitee : 
Who no lefle carefully her tendered, 
Then her owne ter Pleaſure, to whom ſhee 
Made her companion, and her leſſoned 
In all the lore of loue, and goodly womanhead. 
52 
In which when ſhe to Qt ripeneſle grew, 
Of grace and CR wa. 4 
She brought her forth into the worldes views 
To be th'enſample of true loue alone, 
And Load-ſtarre of all chaſte affeione, 
To all faire Ladies, that doe live on grouad. 
To _ court ſhe came, where many one 
Admyr'd her goodly haucour, and found 
His feeble heart wide launced with loues cruell wound; 


5 

Bur ſhe to none of them Sl "4 did caſt, 
Saueto the noble knight Sir Scudamore, 
To whom her loving heart ſhe linked f 
Infaithfu l loue, t'abidefor cuermore, 
And for his deareſt ſake endured lore, 
Sore trouble of an hainous enemy; 
Who her would forced haue to hane forlore 
Her former loue and ſtedfaſt loialtie, 

As ye may elſewhere reade that ruefull hiſtory. 


But well I weene, ye firſt defire to learne, 
What end vnto that fearefull Damozell, 
Which fled ſo faſt from thatſame foſter ſtearne, 
Whom with his brerhren Timias ſlew, befell : 
That was to weet, the goodly Florimell; 
Who wandring forto ſeek her louer deare, 
Her louer deare, her deareſt Marinel, 
Into misfortune fell, as ye did heare, 
And from Prince Arthur fled with wings of idle feare. 
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The 'Vitches ſonne loues Florimell : 
ſhe flyes,he faines to die. 

Satyran* ſaues the Squire of Dames 
fromGiants tyranay. 
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—— Ike as an Hyn\ forth ſingled from the heard, 
2 That hath cicaped froma raucnous beaſt, 
[ Yerflies away of her ownefeet affeard, 
21 And euery leafe, that ſhakerh with the leaſt 
N= | Murmure of windc, hcr icrror hath increaſt; 
So fled ture F ortmell from her vaine feare, 

Long after ſhe from perill was releait : 

Each ſhade ſhe ſawe, and each noiſe ſhe did heare, 
Did ſeemeto bethe ſame, which ſhe eſcap't whyleare. 
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1 
Through th'tops of the kigh trees ſhe did deſcry 
A little ſmoke, whole vapour thin and light, 
Recking aloft, vprolledto the «ky: © 
Which checrefull ſigne did fend vato her fight, 
That m the ſame dis worn: ſorne living wight, 
Etrloones her ſteps ſhe thereunto applide, 
And cameart laſt in weary wretched plight 
Vnto the place, to which her hope d1d guide, 
To tinde ſome refuge there, and reit her weary fide. 
6 


2 
All chat ſame —_— in flying ſpenr, There, in a gloomy hollowe glen ſhe found . 
And all thatnighther courle continued : A little cottage, baile of ſhckes and reedes 
Ne did ſhe let dull fleepe once to relenr, In homely wrze, and wall'd with ſods around, 
Nor wexrineſle toflacke her haſte, bur fled In which a witch did dwell, in loathly weedes, 
Euer alike, as if her former dread And wilfull want, all carelefle of her needes; 
Were hard behinde, herready to arreſt : So chooſing lolitary to abide, 
And her white P:lfrey having conquered Far from all neighbours, that her diueliſh deeds 
The maiſtring raines out of her weary wreft, And helliſh arts trom people ſhe might hide. 
Perforce her carned, where-cuer he thought beſt, And hurtfar off vnknowne, whom-cuer ſhe enuide. 5 
7 
Solong as breath, and heblcpatffomace The Damrzell there arriuing cntred in; H 
Did natiue courage vnto hirtrſupply, Where ſitting on the floore the Hag ſhe found, 
His pale hefreſhly forward did aduaunce, Buſie (as ſeem'd) about ſome wicked gin ; 
And carried her beyond allicopardy : Who, ſoone as ſhe beheld that ſuddein ſtound, 
But nought thatwantethrelt, can long aby. Lightly vpſtarted from the duſty ground, 
He, hauing through inceſſant trauellipent And with fell looke and hollow deadly gaze 
His force, at laſt perforce adown did ly, Stared on her awhile,as one aſtound, 
Nefoot could further moue : The Lady gent Ne had one word to ſpeake, for greatamaze; (daze. | 
Thereat was ſuddeinſtrook with greataſtomiſhment; But ſhew'd by outward fignes, that dread her ſenſe did V, 
4 = 8 | 
And forc't ralight, on foot mote algates fare, Atlaſt, turning herfeare to fooliſh wrath , 
A traueller vnwonted to ſuch waie : She askt, what diuell had her thither brought, Sof 
Need teacherh her this leflon hard and rare, And who ſhe was, and whatynwonted pat \ 
Thar fortune all in cquall launce doth ſway, Had ew her, vnwelcomed, vnſought ? p 
And mortall miſeries doth make her play. To which the Damzell full of doubttull thought, / 
Solong ſhe traueld, till at length ſhe came Her mildly an{wer'd : Beldame, be not wroth F 
Toan Filles fide, which did to her bewray With filly Virgin by aduenturebrought Y 
A little valley, ſfubie& ro theſame,  VntoYyour dwelling, ignorant and oth, [ 
All couerd with thick woods, that quite ig oucrcame. That crauc but roome to reſt, while tempeſt ouerblo'th. v- 
| Wi 
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3 
With that,adowne out of her Cryſtall eyne, 
Few trickling teares ſhe ſoftly forth lerfall, 
Thar like two orient pearles, did + +" 
Vpon her ſnowie check ; and therewi 
She ſighed loft, that none lo beſtiall, 
Nor ſaluage heart, but ruth of her ſad plight 
Would make to melt, or pitiouſly appall; 
And that vile Hag, all were her whole —_ 
In miſchicfe, was much moued at ſo pitious fight; 


And ganrecomfort her in i” rude wiſe, 
With womanith compaſſion of her plaint, 
Wiping the teares from herſuffuled eyes, 
And bidding her fit downe, to reſt her faint 
And wearie limbs awhile. She nothiug quaint 
Nor s'deignfull of ſo homely faſhion, 
Sith brought ſhe was now toſo hard conſtraint, 
Sate downe vpon the duſty ground anon, 

As ghdot charkmall reſt, as Bird of tempeſt gon. 

fs) 


jt 

Tho, gan ſhe gather vp her garments rent, 

And herlooſe lockes todightin order dew, 

With golden wreath, and gorgeous ornament3 

Whomuch when-as the wicked Hag did view, 

She was aſtoniſht ather heauenly hew, 

And doubted her to deeme an earthly wight, 

But or ſome goddeſfe, or of Dianes crew, 

And thought her to adorewith humble ſpright; 
T'adore thing fo diuine as beauty, were but right. 


It 
This wicked woman had a wicked ſonne, 
The comfort of her age and weary dayes; 
A lacfic loord, for nothing good to donne, 
But ſtretched forth in idlenefle alwaies, 
Ne euercaſt his mind to couet praiſe, 
Or ply lumſclfeto any honeſt rrade ; 
But all the day before the ſunny rayes | 
He vs'd to flug, or fleepe in flothfull ſhade: 
Such lacfinefle both lewd and poore attonce him made. 
I2 
He, comming home at vnderrime, there found 
The fareſt creature that he ever ſaw, 
Sitting beſide his mother on the ground ; 
The fight whereof did greatly him adaw, 
And his baſethought with terror and with awe 
Soinly ſmote, tharas one which had gazed 
On the bright Sunne vnwares, doth ſoone withdrawe 
His feeble eyne, with too much brightneſle dazed ; 
So ſtared he on her, and ſtood long while amazed. 
I | 
Softly atlaſt he gan his O'S” aske, 
What miſter wight that was, and whencederiued, 
That in ſo ſtrange diſguizement there did maske, - 
And by what accident ſhe there arriued: 
But ſhe, as one nigh of her wits depriued, 
With noughtbur ghaſtly lookes him anſwered , 
Liketo a ghoſt, that Lately is reuwed 
From Stygian ſhores, wherelate itwandered; 
So both at her, and cach at gather wondercd. 


14 
But the faire-Virgin was ſo meeke and milde, 
Tharſhe to them a yer v1 ay 
Her goodl » ro cs vild 
Her an applide, that in ſhorr ſpace 
She grew farwliar in that deſert place. 
During which time, the Chorle through her ſo kinde 
And curteiſe vſeconceiu'd affetion baſe, 
And caſtto loue her ip his brutiſh mind ; 
No loue, butbrutſh luſt, thatwas ſo beaſtly tin'd. 


1 
Cloſely the wicked flame his bowels brent, 
And ſhortly grew into outrageous fire; 
Yet had he not the heart, nor hardiment, 
As vnto her to vtter his deſire; 
Has caitiue thought durſt not ſo high afpare : 
But with ſoft ,and loucly {; es, 
He ween'd that his affeQtion entire 
She ſhould aread; many reſemblances 
To herhe made, and many kind remembrances. 


16 
Oftfrom the forreſt wildings he did brin 
Whole tides rpled were with ſmilingred, 
And oft young birds, which he had my to ſing 
His miftreſle prayſes ſweetly caroled, 
Girlands of flowres ſometimes for her faire head 
He fine would dight; ſometimes the ſquirellwild 
He broughtto her in bands, as conquered 
To be herthrall, his fellow ſcruant vild ; 
All which ſhe of him took with countenance meek & mild. 


I7 
But paſt awhile, whenſhe fit ſcaſon ſawe, 
To leaue that deſert manſion, ſhe caſt 
In ſecret wiſe her ſelfe thence to withdrawe, 
For feare of miſchicfe, which ſhe did forecaſt 
Might be the witch or that her ſonne compalt : 
Her weary Paltrey, cloſcly as ſhe might, 
Now well recouered after long repait, 
In his proud furnitures ſhe freſhly dight, 
His late miſwandred waics now toremeaſure right. 
18 
Andearly erethe dawning da appeard, 
She Fo iſlewed, and * "A 10urney went 3 
Shewent in perill, of eachnoil: affeard, 
And of each ſhade, thardid it ſelfe preſent ; 
For, ſtill ſhe feared to be ouer=henr, 
Of tharvile Hag, or that vnciuile ſonne : 
- _— mo awaking well they kent 
Thattheir faire was gone, th nne 
To make ory, ny. they had been _ 


I 
Burt thatlewd louer did the moſt lament 
For her depart, that euer man did heare; 
He knockt his breſt with deſperateintenc, 
And (cratcht his face, and with his teeth did teare 
His rugged fleſh, and rent his ragged heare: 
Thar his fad motherſeeing his (ore plight, 
_ _ nne, and ganto feare 
1s fraile ſenſes were empentht quight, 
And loueto frenzy turnd, fith loue is Fattice hicht, _ 
Oz All 
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20 
All wayes ſhe ſought, him to reſtoreto plight, 
With "Oe charms, with —_ 


Aſlwage thefury, which his entrailes teares : 
So ſtrong is paſſion, that noreaſon heares. 
Tho, when all other helpes ſhe ſawe to faile, 
She turnd her ſelte backe to her wickedleares, 
And by her diueliſh arts thought topreuaile 

To bring her backe againe, or work her finall bate. 

21 

Efrſoones out of her hidden caue ſhe cald 
An hideous beaſt, of horrible alpeR, 
That could the ſtouteſt courage haue appald; 
Monſtrous misſhap't, and all his back was {| 
With thouſand ſpots of colours queint ele 
Thereto ſo ſwift, that itall beaſts did paſs : 
Like never yetdid living eye deteQt 
Bur likeſt it to an Hyena was, 

That feeds on womens fleſh, as others feed onygrals. 


22 
It forth ſhe cald, and gaue ir ſtreight in charge, 
Through thick and thin herto _ APACE, 
Neynce to ſtay to reſt, or breath at large, 
Till her he had atraind, and broughtin lace, 
Or quitedeuour'd her beauties ſcornefull grace. 
The Monſter,{wift as word that from her went, 
Went forth in haſte, and did her footing trace 
So ſureandſ{wiftly, through his perfcQlenr, 
And paſling ſpeed, that ſhortly he her oucr-hent. 


2 

Whom when the fearefull Dumzell nigh eſpide, 

No nced to bid her faſt away flic ; 

That vgly ſhape o ſore herterrifide, 

T hat it ſhe ſhund no lefle, then dread to die : | 

And her flit Palfrey did ſo well apply 

His nimble feet to her conceived feare, 

That whilſt his breath did _— him ſupply, 

From perill free he her away did : 
But when his force gan fule, his paſe gan wer areare. 


24 

Whichwhen as ſhe perceiu'd, ſhe was dilmayd 

At that ſame laſt extremitie flll ſore, 

And of her ſafety greatly grew afraid: 

Acd now ſhe ganapproacheto theſca ſhore, 

Ac itbefell, that ſhe could fly no mare, 

But yield her ſelfeto ſpoile of grecedineſſe. 

Lightly ſheleaped, as a wight orlore, 

From her dull horſe, m Ts a——_ diſtreſs, 
And to her feet betooke her doubrfull fickernelle, 


25 
Nothhalfe ſo faſt the wicked Myrrhafled 

From dread of her reuenging fathers hond : 
Nor halfe ſo faſt to ſaue her maidenhed, 
Fled fearefull Daphne onth'AFvrean ſtrond, 
As Florimell fled from the Monſter yond, 
Toreach the ſea, cre ſhe of him wereraught: 
For, in the ſeato drowne her ſelfe ſhe fond, 
Rather then of the tyrantto beca 


ht: 
Therts feare gaue her wings,& lks courage taught. 


ell, and with teares: 
But teares, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counſell might 


26 

Itfortuned (high God did fo ordaine) 

As ſhe arrmed onthe roring ſhore, 

In mindeto leape into the mighty Maine, 

A little boate lay houing her before, 

In which there lept a Fiſher old and poore, 

The whules his nets weredrying on the ſand : 

Into the ſame the leapt, and Nth theore, 

Did thruſt the ſhallop from the floting ſtrand : 
So ſafety found at ſea, which ſhe found notatland, 


27 
The Monſter, ready on the prey to ſcale, 
Was of has forward hope deceiued quight; 
Ne durſt allay to wade theperlous leas, 
Burt greedily long gaping at the ſight, 
Arlaſtin vaine was forc'tto ttrne his fli 
And tellthe idle tydings to his Dame : 
Yerto auenge his diucliſh deſpight, 
He ſer ypon her Palfrey tiredlame, 
And flew hum cruelly ere any reskew came. 
28 


And after hauing him embowelled, 
To fill his helliſh gorge, it chaunc't a knighe 
To pale that way, as torth he trauelled ; 


It was a goodly Swaine, atad of great might, 
As euer manthat bloudy field 4:0 Gohe ; 


Butin vaine ſhewes, that wont young knights bewitch, 


And courtly ſeruices took no delight, 
But rather ioyd to be, then ſeemen ſich : 
For, both to be and ſeeme to him was labour lich. 


2 

It was to weet, the good Sir = , 

That raung'dabroad, to fecke aduentures wilde, 

As was his wont in forreſt, and in Plaine ; 

He was all arm'din rugged ſtecle vntilde, 

Asinthe eo it was compilde, 

Andin his ſcutchin bore a Satyres hed : 

He comming preſent, wherethe monſter vilde 

Vpon that milke-white Palfreyes carkas fed, 
Vato hisreskew ran, and ly him ſped. 


o 
There well perceiu'd he, chat itwas the horſe, 
Whereon faire Florimell was wontto ride, 
That of that feend was rent without remorſe 2 
Much feared he, leaſt ought did ill bende 
To that faire Mayd the flowre of womens pridez 
es yl 11g 
His famous conqueſts hi 1hde: 
Beſides; her MS leech F1Eal 
From her in fight, he found, that did himſore appall. 


I 

Full of ſad feare, and doubtfull agony, - 

Fiercely he flew ypon that wicked teend ; 

And with huge ſtrokes, and cruell battery 

Him forc't to leaue his prey, for to attend 

Himlelfe from deadly danger to defend : 

Full many wounds in his corrupted fleſh 

Hedid engraue, and muchellbloud did ſpend, 

Yetmight not doe hirn dic; but ayemorefreſh 
And os, 


eſtill appear'd, the Ln a+ 7 


He 
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Like as a Goshauke, thatin toot doth beare 

Ne howto win the wiſhed vitory, A trembling Culuer, hauing ſpide on 4 a2 

Sith him he {awe ſtill ſtronger growe through ſtrife, An Z gle, that with plumy wings doth 

And him ſelfe weaker through infirmity ; The labrile ayre, ſtouping with all his mi 

Greatly he grew cnrag d, and furiouſly Thequarrey throwesto ground with fell 1ghr, 


Hurling his [word away, hehghtly lept Andto the doth her ſelfe prepare : 
So ran the Gianteſſe ynto defght; 


32 
Hewiſt not, how him to deſpoile of life, 


Vpon the Beaſt, that with great crueltic —-Y 
Rored, and raged to be vnder-kept: Her firy eyes with furzous ſparkes did ſtare, 
Yetheperforce hum held, aud ſtrokes ypon him hept. And with blaſphemous bannes high God inpeeces tare. 


As he that ſtrives to ſtop aldein flood, She caught in handa h _ ron mace, 
And in ſtrong bankes his violence encloſe, Wherewith ſhe many had of life depriued; 
Forceth it ſwell aboue his wonted mood, But ere the ſtroke could ſeize his aymed place, 
And largely ouerflowe the fruitfull Plaine, His ſpeare amids her ſun-broad ſhield arrived; 


That all the countrey ſeemesto be a Maine, Yet nathemorethe ſtecle aſunderriued, 
And therich furrowes flote, all quite fordonne ; All were the beame in bigneſle like a maſt, 
The wofull husbandman doth lowd complaine, Ne herout of the ſt laddledriued, 


Toſee his whole yecres labourloſt ſoſoone, 


But glauncing on the mertall, braſt 
For which to God he made ſo many an idle boone: 


In thouſand ſlnuers,and fo forth beſide her paſt. 


40 
Her Steed did ſtagger with that puiſſant ſtroke; 
But ſhe no 88 was moued with that might, 


Then it had lighted on an ; 
Oronthe nth Pllour,Griepight 


4 
So him he held, and did forth might amate. 
So long he held him, and him ber ſolong, 
Thar at the laſt his ficrceneſle gan abate, 
And meckely ſtoup vnto the vitour ſtrong : 


Who, to auengethe implacable wrong, Vpon the top of Mount Olympus t, 

Which heli Sa h—_ to Florimell, Fart the b_ youthly as potry_gr 
Sought by al meanes his dolour to prolong, With burning charetwheeles it nigh to {mite : 
Sith dint of ſtcele his carcaſs could not quell ; But who that {mites it, marres his10yous play, 

His maker with her charmes had framed humſo well. And is the ſpeCtacle of ruinous decay. 

5 41 

The golden ribband, which that virgin wore Yet therewith ſoreenrag'd, with ſterneregard 
About her ſlender waſte, he tooke in hand, Herdreadfull weapon ſheto him addreſt, 
And with it bound the Beaſt that loud did rore Which on his helmet marrelled fo hard, 
For great deſpight of thatvawonted band, That made hjm loweincline his lofty creſt, 
Yet dared nothis vitour to withſtand, And bow'd his battred viſour to his breſt : 
But trembled like alambe, fled fromthe pray, Wherewith he was ſo ſtund, that he n'oteride, 
And all theway himfollow'd on theſtrand, But reeled to and fro from Eaſt to Weſt: 
As he had long been learned to _ ; Which when his cruell enemy eſpide, 

Yetneuer learned he ſuch ſeruice, till that day. She lightly vato him ad1oyned fide to fide; 

6 42 

Thus as heled the Beaſt dong the waic, And on his collarlaying \ Heres hand, 
He ſpidefar off a mighty Gianteſle, Our of his waueriog (cate him plucktperforce, 
Faſt flying on a Courler dapled gray, Perforce him pluckt, vnableto withſtand, 
From a bold knight, that with great hardineſſe Or help himſclfe; andlaying thwart her horſe, 
Her hard purſewd, and ſoughtfor to ſuppreſs : Inl wiſe liketo acarion corle, | 
She bore before her lap a dolefull Squire, She bore him faſt away. Which when the knight, 
Lying athwart her horle in greatdiſtreſle, That her purſewed, ſaw, with greatremorſe * 
Faſt bounden hand and footwith cords of wire, He neere was touched in his noble \pright, 

Whom ſhe did meane to make the thrall of her deſire. And gan increaſe his ſpecd, as ſheincreaſt her flight. 


4 
Whom when as nigh; rocking ſhe cſpide, 


She threw awa den ly; 

For, ſhe liſt py frm bartell to hide. | 

Bur made her ſelfe more light away to fly : 

Yet her the hardy knight purſew'd {o nie, 

That almoſtia the backe 5-2 > "ag 

But ſtill when him at hand ſhe di , 

Sheturn'd, and ſemblance of faire did make; 
dn ka hertake. 

3 


7 

Which when as Satyrane beheld, in haſte 

He left his captiue Beaſt at libertie, 

And croſt the neareſt way, by which he caft 

Her to encounter, ere ſhe paſſed by : 

Bur ſhe the way ſhund nathemore forethy, 

But forward gallopt faſt; which when he ſpide, 

His mighty ipeare he couched waly, 

And at herranne : ſhe, hauinghim deſcride, 
Her ſelfe to fight addreſt, and threw her lode aſide. 


By 
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By this, good Sir Satyrane gan awake 

Our of his dream, that did him long entraunce; 

And ſeeing nonein place, he ganto make + 

Exceeding mone, and curſt that crucll chaunce, 

Which reft him from ſo faire a cheuiſance : 

Art length he ſpide, whereas that wofull Squire, 

Whom he had reskewed from captiuance 

Of his ſtrong foe, lay rombled in the nure, 
Vnableto ariſe, or foot or hand to ſtire. 


Y 


45 
To whom approching, well he mote perceiue 
In that foule plight a comely perlonage, 
And lovely face (made fit for to deceive 
Fraile Ladies heart with loues conſuming rage ) 
Now in the bloſſome of his freſheſt age : 
He reard him vp, and loos'd his iron bands, 
And after gan enquire his —_ 
And how a fell into that Giants hands, 
And who that was, which chaced her along the lands. 


46 

Then trembling yet through feare, the Squire beſpake 3 
That Gianteſſe Argante1s behight, 
Adaughter of the Titans which did make 
Warre againſt heauen, and heaped hils on hight, 
To ſcale the skies, and put Towefrom his right : 
Her firc Typheus was, who (mad through mirth, 
And drunk with bloud of men, {laine by his might) 
Throughinceſt, her of his owne mother Earth 


Whilome begor, being bur halfe twin of thar berth. 


47 
For, at that birth another babe ſhe bore, 
To weet, the mighty Ollyphant, that wrought 
Great wreake to many errant knights of yore, 
And many hath to foule confuſion brought. 
Theſe twinnes, men ſay, (athingfar pafiing thought) 
W hiles in their mothers wombe enclos'd they were, 
Ere they into the lightſome world were brought, 
In fleſhly luſt were mingled both yfere, 
Andin thatmonſtrous wil did to the world appeare. 
48 
So liv'd they ever after in like fin, 
G:inſt Natures law, and good behauiour : 
Bur greateſt ſhame was to that maiden twin, 
Who not content ſo fowly to deuvoure 
Her native ficſh, and ſtraine her brothers bowre; 
Did wallow in all other fleſhly mire, | 
And {uftred beaſts her body to deflowre: 
So hot ſhe burned inthatluſtfull fire; 
Yerall that might notlake her ſenſuall defire. 


4 
But ouer all the countrey ſhe did ge, 
To ſecke young men, to quench her flaming thurft, 
And fced her fancy with delightfull change : 
Whom-lo ſhe fitteſt finds to ſerue herluſt, 
Through her maine ſtrength, in which ſhe moſt doth 
She with her brings into aſecrer Ile, (ruſt, 
Where in eitboadi dyc he muſt, 
Or bethe vaſſall of her pleafures vile, 
And in all ſhamctfull ſort himſelfe with her defile. 


5O 
Meſcely wretch ſheſo at vantage caught, 
After ſhe long in waitefor me did lie, 
And meant vnto her priſon to haue brought, 
Her loathlome ar! an there to ſatisfie ; 
T hat thouſand deaths me lener were to die, 
Then breake the vowe, that tofaire Columbell 
I plighted haue, and yerkeepe ſtedfaſtly : 
As for my name, it miſtreth not to tell; 
Call me the Squyre of Dames : that me beſeermeth well, 
I 
But that bold knight, uh epurſuingſawe 
That Gianteſle, 1s m——_ , as ſhe ſeemed, 
Bur a faire virgin, that in Martiall lawe, 
And deeds of armes aboue all Dames is deemed, 
And aboue many knights is cke eiteemed, 
For her great worth ; She Palladine is hight : 
She you trom death, you mefrom dread redeemed. 
Ne any may thatMonſter matchin fight, 
Bur ſhe, or ſuch as ſhe, thatisſo chaſte a wight. 


2 
Her well beſcemesthat Quett, quoth Satyrane: 
Butread, thou Squire of Dames, what vow 15 this, 
Which thouvpon thy {elf haſtlately ta'ne ? 
That ſhall I you recount(quoth he) ywis, 
So beyepleas'd to pardon all amils. 
That gentle Lady, whom Iloue and ſerue, 
After long ſute and weary ſeruicis, 
Did aske me, how I could herlouedeſerue, 
And how ſhe might be ſure , that I would neuer ſwerue, 


ſ3 F 
I, gladby any meanes her grace togaine, 
Bade her commaund my life to ſaue, or ſpill: 
Eftloones ſhe bade me, with incefſantpaine 
To wander through the world abroad at will, 
Andeuery where, where with my power or skill 
I might do ſeruice vnto gentle Dames, 
Thar I thefame ſhould faithfully fulfill, (names 
Andatthetwelue months end ſhould bring their 
And pledges ; as theſpoiles of my viftorious games. 


54 

So well Ito faire Ladies ſeruice did, 

And found ſuch fauour in their louing hearts, 

That ere the yeare his courſe had compaſled, 

Three hundred pledges for my good delarts, 

And thrice three hundred thanks for my good parts 

I with me brought, and didto herpreſent : 

Which when ſhe ſawe, morebentto cke my ſmarts, 

Then to reward my truſty true intent, 
She gan for me deuiſea grieuous puniſhment; 


55 

To weet, that I my trauell ſhould reſume, 

And with hkelabour walke the world atound, 

Ne euer to her preſence ſhould prefume, 

T1llI ſo many other Dames had fonnd. 

The which; for all the ſuit I could propound, 

Would me refuſe their pledges to afford, 

But did abidefor cuer and ſound. 

Ah gentle Squire, quoth he, tell at one word, 
How many foundſt chou ſuch to purin thy record ? 
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Indeed Sir knight, ſaydhe, aged may tell 
All, that I eucr found ſo wiſely ſtayd; 
For, onely three they were diſpos'd ſo well : 
And ”= three yeeres I now abroad haue ſtrayd , 
To find them out. Mote I (then Jaughing fayd 
The knight) inqure of thee, what were thoſe three, 
The which thy proffred curtefie denay'd? 
Or ll they ſeemed lure auiz'dto bee, 
Oc bruriſhly broughe vp, mw nev'r did faſhions {ce. 


Thefirſtwhich then refuſed me, ſayd hee, 
Certes was burta common Cournlane, 
Yet fl t refus'd to haue a-do with mee, 
Becauſe I could not giue her many a lane. 
(Thcrear full heartily laught Satyrane) 
Thelſecond was an holy Nunae to choſe, 
Which would not let me be her Chapellane, 
Becauſe ſhe knew, ſlic faid, I would diſcloſe 

Her counlcl}, it ſhe ſhould her truſtin merepoſe. 

53 
The third a Damzell was of lowe degree, 
* Whom lin countrey cottage found by chance ; 


Yer was ſhefaire, and in her countenance 

Dwelt fimple truth 1n ſeemelyfaſhion. 

Long thus Iwoo'd her with dew obſeruance, 

In hope vnto my-pleafure to have wonne 3 
But was as farre at laſt, as when I firſt begonne, 


Safc her, I neuer any women tound, 

That chaſtity did for it ſelfe emdeave, 

Bur were for other cauſes firme and {ound ; 

Either for want of handſome time and places 

Orellſe for feare of ſhame and fowle diſgrace. 

Thus am I hopeleſle euer to attaine 

My Ladies loue infach a deſperate cafe, 

But all my daies amlike to waſte in vaine, (traine. 
Seeking to match the you _ th'vnchaſte Ladyes 
Perdy, ſaid Satyrane, thou + re of Dames, 

Great laboar fondly haſt thou henr in hand, | 
'To getſmall thankes, and therewith many blames, 
That may among Alcides labours ſtand. 

Thence backe recurning to the former land, 
Where late he left the Beaſt he onercame, 

He found him not; for, he had broke his band, 


Full little weened I, that chaſhtee 
Had lodging in ſo mcane a maintenance? 
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And was returr'd Ra his Dame, 
To tell what tidings of faire Florimell became. 
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| Canto VIII. 
The Witchcreates a ſnowy Lady, 


like to Florimell; 


Who wrongd by Carle, by Proteus fav d, | | 
is ſought byParidell. Wh 
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My he.rt doth melt with meere compaſſion, 
Yb thinke, how caulelcſs of her owne accord 
This gentle Damzell whom I write vpon, 
Should plonged be 1n ſuch afthQion, 
Without all hope of comforr orrcliefe, 
That ſvre I weene, the hardeſt heart of ſtone, 
"Would hardly nod to aggrauate her griete ; 
For miſc ry craues rather mercy; then repriefe, 


ES,  Oofras Ithis hiſtory record, 


But that accurſed Hag, her hoſteſl: lire, ; 
Had {o cnrankled Kr malitious heart, 
Tharſhe defir'd th'abbridgement of her fate, 
Or long enlargement of her painefull ſmart. 


A PSY Pe Woe 
dy «ft DEI 


Late forth ſme Fats ſhe backeren 
Tyde with her broken lc, a apart 


Of her rich h om he 
She weenld, Wan row gs 


Now when the Beaſt wow by: 


reef Jeftropd; 
to her hearr applyde: 


And with it rntgbgh þ $ Fr ſoon, 


Thought with th fr him much ro. haue rclicucd.; 
Who thercby deemiog lureche thing, as donne , 

His former gricfe fer es reuived,, 
Much more then pang ag. tes ried 
The hart out of his br og fach her d 


He ſurely dempr, the he thought | onclff 
Quite of all hope, wherewith helong had fed 
His fooliſh malady, and long time had nutled. * 
O4 With 
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With thought whereof, exceeding mad he grew, 
Andin his rage his mother would haue flune, 
Had ſhe not fled into a ſecret mew, 

Where ſhe was wont her Sprights to cntertaine 
The maſters of her art: theze was ſhe faine 
Tocall them all in order to her ayde, 

And them coniure ypon cternall paine, 

— To counſell her ſo carcfully diſmayd, 

How ſhe might heale her ſonne, whole ſenſes were de- 


By their aduiſe, and her A wicked wit, 
She there deuiz'd a wondrous worke to frame, 
Whoſe hke on earth was never framed yit, 
That euen Nature ſelfe cnuide the ſame, 
And 'd to ſee the counterferſhould ſhame 
The thing itſelfe, In hand ſhe boldly tooke 
To make another like the former Dame, 
Another F/orimell, in ſhape and looke 

Soliucly and fo like, that many it miſtooke. 

'6 


The ſubſtance, whereof ſhe the body made, 
Was pureſt ſnowe in maſfic mould congeal'd, 
Which ſhe had gatheredin a ſhady glade 
Of the Riphean hils, to her reueald 
By errant Sprights, but fromall men conceald : 
The ſame ſhe tempred with fine Mercury, 
And virgin waz, thatneuer yetwas ſeal'd, 
And mingledthem with perfeQvormily, 


Thatlike a luely{languine it ſeem'd tothe eyes _ 


+ 

Inſtead of eyes, two bitrning' ſheſer 

In filuer ſockets, ſhini theskics, 

And a quicke moouing Spirit did arret 

To ſtir androll them, like a womans cyes : 

In ſtead of yellow lockes ſhe did deuile, 

With golden wire to weauc her curled head; 

Yet golden wire was notfo yellow thrice 

As Florimells faire haire : and in the ſtead 


Awicked ori t yfraught with fawning guile,  - 
Frying. ut marines. \ 
Which with the Prince of darkneffefell ſomewhile, 


From heauens bliſs and cuerlaſting reſt ; 
Him needed not inſtru, which way were beſt 
Himlſelfe to faſhion likeſt Florimell, 
Ne how to ſpeake, ne how tovle his geſt: 
For, he in counterfeiſance did excel! ; 
Andall the wyles of womens wits knew paſſing well. 


9 
Him dthus ſhe deckt 1o garments gay, 
Which Florimell had left behind her late, 
Thatwhoſo then her ſawe, would ſurely ſay, 
It was her ſelfe whom it did imitate, 
Or fairer then her ſelfe, if oughtalgate 
Mightfairerbe. Andthen ſheforth her brought 
Vato her ſonne; that lay - feeble _—_ Fe 
Who ſeeing her ighevpſtart, ught 
She was the Lady (fe, = he ſo long hadſought. 


(cayd. 
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Tho, faſt her clipping twixt his armestwaine, 

Extreamely 1oyed info happy fight, 

And ſoone forgot hs former ſickly paine; 

But ſhe, the more to ſeeme ſuch as ſhe highr, 

Coily rebutted his embracemenr light; 

Yer ſtill with gentle countenance retained, 

Enoughto hold afoole in vaine delight: 

Him long ſheſo with ſhadowes entertained, 
As her Creatrefle had in chargeto herordained; 


I1 

Till on a day, as he diſpoſed was 

To walke the woods with that his Idolcfaire, 

Her to diſport, and idle timeto paſs, 

Inth'open freſhneſle of the gentle aire, 

A knight that way there chanced to repaire; 

Yer knight he was not, but a boaſtfull Swaine, 

Thatdecds of armes had eucrindeſpaire, 
Proud Braggadocchio, thatin vaunting vaine 
His glory did repole, and creditdid maintaine. 


I2 
He ſeeing with that Chorleſo faire awight, 
Decked with many a coſtly ornament, 
Much meruciled thereat, as well he might, 
And thought thatmatch a foule diſparagement : 
His bloudy ſpeare eftſooncs he boldly bent 
Againſt the filly clowne,who dead through feare, 
Fell ſtraight to ground io greataſtoniſhment. 
. Villeing ſaid he, this Lady 1s my deare; 
-Dy, if thou it gaineſay : I will away her beare. 
I 


The fearefull Chorle durſt - aineſay, nor doo, 

Burt trembling ſtood, and yielded hum the pray 3 

Who finding little lexfire her to wooe, 

On Tromparts ſteed her mounted without ſtay, 

And without reskew led her quite away. 

Proud man himſelfethen Braggadecchiodcemed, 

And nextto none, after that happy day, 

Being polleſſed of that ſpoile, which ſeemed f 
The PIR wight on pgs. < and moſt of men eſteemed. 


I 
But whenke ſawe himſclfe Fn from purlute, 
He ga make gentle _ to his Dame, 
With tearms of loue and lewdriefle diſfolute; 
For, he could well his glozing ſpeeches frame 
Toſuch vaine vſes, that him beſt became : 
But ſhe thereto would lend but light regard; 
As ſeeming (ory, that ſhe cuer came 
Intohis powre, that vſcd her ſo hard, 
To reauc her honour, which ſhe morethen life prefard, 


I 
Thus as they two of kindneſle treated long, 
There them by chance cncountred on £ way 
An armed knight, vpon a courſer ſtrong, 
Whoſe re feete vpon the hollow lay 
Scemedto thunder, and dd h — 
That Capons courage : yet he looked prim, 
Andfa ng to ba. his Lad in — 
Whoſeem'd for feareto quake in euery lim, 
Aud her to ſauefrom ourrage, meckely prayed him, 
Fiercely 
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Ficrcely that ſtranger forward came, and nigh 

Approching, with bold words, and butter threat, 

Bade that lame boaſter, as he mote, on high 

To leaue to ham that Lady for excheat, 

Or bide him battell without further treas, 

That challenge did too ptory lceme, 

And fild his ſenſes with abafhmeart great; 

Yet ſceing nigh him 1copardy extream, do 
He it dillembled well, and light ſeem's to cſteeme 3 


17 

Saying, Thou fooliſh knight, thatween'ſt with words 

To ſteale _— with __ haue _ "AP 

And bro oO ints of man ilous {words : 

Bur if ther liſt ro lee ts Gomes __ 

Or proueth ſelfe, this fad entounter ſhonne, 

And ſeek elſe withourhazard of thy hed,  _.. 

At thoſe proud words that other knight begonne 

To wex exceeding wroth, and him ared + 
To turne his ſeed abour, or ſure he ſhould be dead. 


18 
Sith then, ſaid Braggadocchio, needs thou wile 
Thy daies abbridge, through proofe of puilſance, 
Turne we our fteedes, that both 1n cquall tile | 
May mect againe, and cachtake happy chance. 
This ſaid, they botha furlongs mountenance 
Retyr'd theirſteeds, to ronne 1n euen race: 
But Bragg edocchio with his bloudy lance 
Once hauing turnd, no more returnd his face, 
But left his louc to loſs, and fled himlelfe apace. 
19 
The knight, bim ſeeing fly, had no regard 
Him to purſew, but to the Lady rode; 
And hauing herfrom Trompart lightly reard, 
Vpon his courler ſet the louelylode, 
And with her fled away without abode: 
Well weened he, that faireſt Florimel 
It was, with whom in onn___ heyode, 
And ſo herſelfe did alwaiesto him tell; 
So madchimthunk himſelfe in heauen,that was in hell. 


20 
But Florimell her (clfe —_—_— a 
Driuen to diſtreſle by fortune ſtrauvge 
And ade carefull Mariner to play, . 
Sith late muſchaunce had her compeld to chaunge 
The land for ſea, at randoa there to raunge : 


Yet there thatcruell Queene © 
Not ſartisfide ſo farre herto eftr 
From courtly blits and wonted happineſſe, 


Did hcape on her new waues of weary wretchednelle, 
I 


2 
For, being fled into the Fiſhers boat, 

For from the Mooſters cruelty, 
Long ſo ſhe on the mighty Maine did flote, 
And with the tide droue forwatd carcleſly ; 
For, th'aire was malde, and cleared was he Sky, 
And all bis windes Dan Aedixs did keep 
From ſtirring vp their ſtormy enmity, 


As pitying to ſee her waile and w ; 
Bur all the ville the Fiſherdid lleepe. 


22 
At laſt, when drunk with drowfineſſe, hewoke, 
And {awe his drouer drive along the ſtreame, 
He was diſmayd, and thrice his breſt heftroke, 
For maruell of that accident extreame; 
But when he ſaw that blazing beauties beame, 
Which with rare light hus boat did beaurifie, 
He marueild more, and thought he yet did dreame 
Not well awak't, or that ſome extafic 
Afﬀotted had his ſenſe, or dazed was his eye. 


22 

But when her well aurzing, be wed 
To beno viſion, norkanaſlickes fight, - | 
Great comfort of her preſence he conceiucd, 
And feltin his old c new delight 
To gin awake, and ſtir efron zeht : 
Tho, rudely askt her, how ſhe thuther came. 
Ah, ſayd ſhe, father, I n'ote read aright, 


What hard musfortune broughtme to the fame; 
Yer am I glad that here [now in ſafcticam.. 


24 . 
But thou good man, Gehfurcia ſeawebe, ' 
And the great waters gig apace to lwell, 
Thatnow no more, we can the maine-land fee, 
Haue care, Ipray, to guide the cock-boarwcell, 
= _ cy athen vs onland befell-. 
ercatth'old candid gought butfondly grin, 
And laid, be wr on witcly tell __ 
Bur his deceitfull eyes didneuer ling,,..... 
Tolooke on her fare face, and marke her ſmowy $kin. 


25 
The fight whereof, in his congealed fleſh, 
I afiet ſuch ſecret Fre: <dy luſt, __ 
That the dry withered ſtock itgan refreſh, 
And kindled heat, that ſoonein flameforth bruſt : 
The drieſt wood is ſooneſt burntto duſt. 
Rudelyto her he lept, and hisrough hand _ 
Where ill became hum, raſhly would haue thruſt: 
But ſhe with angry ſcorne him did withſtand, 
And ſhamefully reprooued for his rudenelle fond, 
26 


But, he that ncuer good -nor manners knew, - 
Her ſharpe full little did ettecm ; 
Hard js to teach an olde horſe amble trew. 
The inward ſmoke, that di4 before but ſteeme, 
Broke into open fire and rage extreame, 
And now he ſtrength gan adde vmto his will, 
Forcing to doe thatdid hum fowle mſſeeme: 
Beaſtly he threw her dowpe, ne car'd to {pi 

Her garments gay with (cales of f fiſh, thatall did fill 


2 
The filly virgin ſtrouc him «4 withſtand, | 
All tharſhe might, 2ndhim in vainereuil'd : 
She led y both with fogtand hand, 
Toſauc her honor trom that villaige vild, 
And cride to heaucn, from humanehelp exil'd. 
O ye braue knaghts, that boaſt thib Ladievlouc, 
Where be ye now, when ſheis nigh defil'd 
Of filthy wretch ? well may ſhe you feproue 
Of falſhood, or of flouth, when moſt itmay behoye. 
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But if thatrhou, Sir Satyres, didſt weete, 
Or thou, Sir Peridure, her ſory ſtate, 
How ſoone would ye aſſemble many afleete 
Tofetch from ſea, that yeat land loſt late? 
Towres, Cityes, Kingdomes ye would rumatec, 
In your auengement and diſpiteous rage, 
Ne ought your burning fury mote abate ; 
Bur if Sir Calidore could it prelage, 
No liuing creature could his cruelty aſſwage. 


s vc 
But fith thatnone of all her knights is nie, 

Sec how the heauens of voluntary grace, 

And ſoueraigne fauour towards chaſtity, 

Do ſuccour lend to her diſtreſſed caſe : 

So much high God doth innotence embrace. 

It fortuned, whilcſt thus ſhe ſtifly ſtroue, 

And the wide ſea importuned lovy ſpace 

With ſhrilhog ſhrickes , Protess abroad did roue, 
Along the fomy wayes driuing his finny droue. 

O 


Protexs is Shepheard of Fe. Seas of yore, 
And hath the of Neptwnes mighty heard ; 
An aged firewith head all trory hore, 
And ſprinkled froſt vpon his dewy beard : 
Who when thoſe pittifull outcries he heard 
Through all the ſeas ſo ruetully refound, 
His Charet ſwiftim haſte he thither ſteard; 
Which, with a teeme of ſcaly Phocas bound, 
Was drawne vpon the waues, that fomed him around. 


I 
And comming to that Fiſhers wandring bote, 
Thatwent at will, withouten carde or ſayle, 
He therein ſawethat yrkeſ a= gin, which ſmote 
Deepe indignation and compaſſion fraile 
Into his heart attonce : ſtreight did he haile 
The greedy villein from his hoped prey, 
Of which enow did very little File, 
And with his ſtaffe thatdriues his heard aſtray, 
Him bet ſo fore, that life and ſenſe did much dilmay. 


2 

Thewhiles thepitious Lady vp didriſe, 

Ruffled and towly r2yd with why foile, 

And blubbred face with teares of herfaire eyes: 

Her heartnigh broken was with weary toyle 

To ſaue herlelfe from that outr:grotus ſpoile: 

But when ſhe looked vp, to weet what wight 

Had her from ſo infamousfatt afſoild, 
. For ſhame, but more for feare of his grim fight, 
Downe in her lap ſhe hid her face, and loudly ſhright. 


33 

Her ſelfe not ſaued yerfrom danger dred 
She thought, bur chang'd from one to other feare; 
Like as a fearefull Partridge, that is fled 
From the ſharpe H 
And fals to ground, to ſeekefor ſuccour there, 
Whereas the hungry Spaniels ſhe does (py, 
With greedy iawes her readiefor to teare; 
In ſuch diſtreſſe and ſad a-aprn M 

Was Florimell, when Proteins ſhe did ſee thareby. 


Hauke, which her attached neare, 


| 24 
But he endeuoured with —_—_ milde, 
Her to recomfort, and accourage bold, 
Bidding her feare no more her toeman vilde, 
Nor doubt himſelfe; and who he was, hertold. 
Yer all that could not from affright her hold, 
Ne to recomfort her at all preuaild; 
Forgher faint heart was with the frozen cold 
Bcnumbd fo inly, that her wits nigh faild, 
Andall her ſenſes with abaſhmentquite were quaild. 


Her vp betwixt his rugged ads hereard, 
And with his frory hps full ſoftly kiſt, 
Whiles the cold yſicles from hisrough beard 
Dropped adowne vpon her yuory breſt : 
Yet he himlelfe fo addreſt, 
That her out of aſtoniſhment he wrought, 
And out of thatſamecfiſhers filthy neſt 
Removing her, into his charet brou 


he, 
And therewith many gentletcarms her Br beſought. 
6 


But that old leachour, which with bold aſſault 
That beautic durſt preſume to violate, 
He caſt to puniſh for his hainous fault; 
Then hey ar he him yet trembling fith of late, 
And tyde behind his charet, to apgrate 
The virgin, whom he had abus'dſo fore: 
So dragd him through the waves in ſcornefull ſtate, 
AnJafter caſt him vp vpon theſhore 
But Florimell with him vnto his bowre he bore. 


7 
His bowre is inthe teal of the Maine, 
Vander a mighty rock, gainſt which doraue 
The erkgbillines in theirproud diſdaine ; 
That with the angry working of the waue, 
Therein is eaten out an hollow caue, 


That leemes _E—_ hand with engines keene 


Hadlong while laboureditto engraue ; 
There was his wonne, neliuing wight was ſcene, 


Sauc oneolde Nymph, hight Panope, to keepeit cleane. 
g 


Thither he brought the { : Blorimel, 
And entertained her the beſt he might ; 
- And Panopt her entertaind cke well , 
As an immorrtall mote a mortal! wight, 
To winne her liking ynto his delight : 
With _ words he ſweetly wooed her, 
And offered ture giftes t'allure her : 
But ſhe both pr er the ar mY 
Decſpiſde, and all the fawning of the flanterer. 


Daily he tempted herwith his or that, 
And neuer (uffred her to be atreſt : 
But euermore ſhe him refuſed flat, 
And all his fained kindnefle did deteſt; 
So firmely ſhe had ſealed yp her breſt. 
Sometimes he boaſted, that a God he hight : 
Burt ſhe a morrtall creature loued beſt : 
Then hewould make himſelfe a morrall wight ; 
But then ſhe ſaid ſhe loy'd none, but a Facrie knight. 
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Then hke a Faery knight bimlelfe he dreſt; 

For,cuery ſhape on him he could endew : 

Then like a king he wasto her expreſt , 

And offred kingdomes vnto her 1a view , 

To be his Leman and his Lady trew : 

But when all this he nothing ſawepreuaile, 

With harder meanes he caſt her to ſubdew, 

And with ſharpe threats her often did aſlayle, 
Sothinking for to make her ſtubborne courage quaile. 


41 
To dreadfull ſhapes he did himſelfe transforme, 
Now like a G:ant, now like toa fiend, 
Then like a Centaure, then hke to a ſtorme, 
Raging within the waues : thereby he weend 
Her will to win vnto his wiſhed end. 
But when with feare, nor fauour, nor with all 
He elſe could doe, he ſawe himſelfe eſteem'd, 
Downe in a dongeon deepe he let her fall, | 
And threatned there to make her his eternall thrall. 
42 
Eternallthraldome was to her more licfe, 
Then lofle of chaſtitce, or change of loue: 
Die had he rather in tormentiog priefe, 
Then any ſhould of falſcneſfe her reproue, 
Orlo: ſeneſle, that ſhe Ightly did remooue. 
Moſt» zrtuous virgin, glory be thy meed, 
And crowne of heauenly praiſe with Saints aboue, 
Where moſt ſweet hymnes of this thy famous deed 
Are ſtillemongit them ſung, that far my rimes exceed. 


4 
Fit ſong, of Angels caroled by dee; 
Bur yet what lo my feeble Muſecap frame, 
Shall be t'aduance thy goodly chaſhree, 
And to cnroll thy memorable name, 
In th'heart of cuery honorable Dame, 
Thar they thy vertuous deeds may imitate, 
And be + ar an of thy endlefle tame. 
Ir yrkes me leaue thee 1n this wotull ſtare, 
Torell of Satyrane, where I him left of late : 


THED 
Who hauing ended with that Squire of Dames 

A long diſcourſe of hir aducntures vaine, 
The which himlſelfe, then Ladies moredefames, 
And finding not th'Hyens to be flaine, 
With that ſame Square, returned backe agiine 
To his firſt way. And as they forward went, 
They ſpide a kmghr faire pricking on the Plaine, 
As if be were on lome aduenture bent, 


And in his port appeared manly hardiment. 


45 

Sir Satyrane him towards did addrefle, 

To weet what wight he was, and what his queſt : 

And comming nigh, eftſooves he ganto gheſle 

Both by the burning heart, which on has brelſt 

He bare, and by the colours in his creſt, 

That Paridellitwas. Tho to him yode, 

And him laluung, as beſcemed beſt, 

Gan firſt inquire of rydiogs farre abroad ; 
And afterwards on what aducnture now herode. 


—_— 


46 
Who thereto anſwering, ſayd ; The tydings bad, 
Which now in annel wa. wo 
Which turned hath greatmirth, to mourning (ad, 
Is the late ruine of proud XMarinel, 
And ſuddein parture of faire Florimell, 
To find him forth : and after her are gotie 
All the brave knights, that doen in armes excell, 
To ſauegard her, ywandred all alone; X 
Emongſtthereſt, my lot (vaworthy)is tobe one. 


Ah gentle knight, ſaid then Sir Faryrane, 
nigh ken ad, 
That haſt a thankleſſe ſcruice onthee ra'ne, 
And offreſt lacrifice-vato thedead : 
For dead, I furely doubt, thou maiſt aread 
ones» > 
c ighrs of M4 b 
; Which ber ador'd, mayfſ with mc, 
Aad all faire Ladies may for euet (ory be. 
7 


Whichwords, when Paridellhad heard, his hew + 
Gangreatly ch and ſcem'd dilmaidto bee ; 
Then (aid, Faire Sit, how may Iween ituew 
Thatye do tell in ſuch vnicertaintee? 
Or ſpeake ye of report, ordid yeſce | 
Tuſt cauſe of dread, that makes yedoubtſo fore? 
For, perdy elſe how motc it cuer bee, 
Tha cucr hand ſhould dare for tocngore 

Her noble bloud? the heauens ſuch cruelty abhore; 


Theſe eyes did ſee, that hoy wil cuer rew 

T'haue ſcene, quoth he, when as a monſtrous beaft 

The Palfrey, whereon ſhe did trauell, flew, 

And of his bowels madea bloudy feaſt : 

Which ſpeaking token ſhewerth at the leaſt 

Her certainelolle, if not her ſure decay : 

Beſides, that mare ſuſpicion cncreaſt, 

Ifound her wu, a6 caſt aſtray, .. | 
Diſtaya'd with durtand bloud, as relique of theprey. 


| 50 | 
Aye me,ſayd Peridell, the fignes bead, .. 
And but God turne the {ame to good ſoothſay, 
Thar Ladies is ſoretobedrad; 
Yet will I notforfake my forward way, - 
Till criall doe more certaine truth bewray. . 
Fare Sir, quoth he, well may it you ſucceed, 
Ne 'ong {hall Satyrane behind you ſtay, 
; Butto thereſt, which in this Queſtproceed. 
My Libour adde, and be partaker of their ſpeed. 


| 8-17.20 

Yenoble knights ,ſayd then the Squire of Dames, 
Well may ye ſpeed info pruſc-worthy paine : 
Bur {ith  Sunne now ginoes to ike Ris beames, 
In dewy vapours of the weſterne Maine, . 
And lole the teme our of his weary waine, 
Mote not miſlike you alfo to abate 


Your zealous haſte, till murrowe next againe 
Both light of hcauen, and ſt: of men relate : 
Which i& ye pleaſe, toyooJder Lrne Your gate, 


That 
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F2 To errant knights be common: wondrous ſore 
Thar © wa 1A well; ſo all yfere Thereat diſpleas'd they were, till that young Squire 
Forth marched to a Caſtle them before, Gan them informe the cauſe, why that ſame dore 
Where ſoone arriuivg, they reſtrained were Was ſhut to all, which lodging «1d defire: 
Of ready entrance, which onght eucrmore The which to let you weet, will turther time require. * 


'wT; 
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Canto I x, 


Malbecco will no trange knights hoſt, 
For peeniſhjealouſie : 

Paridell giuſts with Britomart ; 
Both ſhew their aunceſtrie. 


EE er a EK 
a—__ XI 0-3 =:AÞ UA O&8nht 


I Whoſe beauty doth his bounty farre ſurpaſle, 
Edoubted knights, and honorable Dames, The which to him both far vnequall yeares, 
To whom I levell all mylaboursend, And alſo far vnlike conditions has ; 
Rightſorel feare, leaſt withvnworthy blames For, ſhe does ioy to play emongſt her peares, 
This odious argument my rimes ſhould ſhend, And to be free from hard reſtraintand icalous fearey. 


[SHO 
— ht ___B — 


Or ought your goodly patience offend, 5 
Whiles of a wanton Lady I do write, But he is old, and withered like hay, 
Which with her looſe incontinence doth blend Voſit faire Ladies ſeruice to ſupply ; 
The ſhining glory of your ſoueraigne light, The priuy guilt whereof makes him alway 
And knighabens foule defaced by a faithlette knight. Suſpect her truth, and keepe continuall py 
: 2 Vpop her with his other blinked eye; 
But nener letth'enſample of the bad Ne ſuffreth he reſort of living aighe 
Offend the good ; fe, good by paragone Approche to her, ne keep her companie, 
Of cuill, may more notably be rad, But in cloſe bowre her mewes fromall mens fight, 
As white ſeemes fuer, matchtwith blacke attone ; Depriv'd of kindly ioy and naturall delight. 
Ne, all are ſhamed by the fault of one: 6 
For lo, in heauen, whereas all goodnefle is, Malbecco he, and Hellenore ſhe hight, 
Emonreſtthe Angels, a whole legione Vnfitly yok't together in one teeme : 
Of wicked Sprights did fall from bliſs; That 1s the cauſe, why neuer any knight * 
What wonder then, if one of women all 41d mils ? It ſuffred here to enter, but he ſeeme 
Such, as no doubt of him he neede misdeeme. 
Then liſten Lordlings, if yeliſt to weet Thereat Sis Satyrane gan {mile and ſay 3 
The cauſe, why Satyrane and Paridell Extreamely mad the man I ſurely deeme, 
Motenot be entertain'd, as ſeemed meet, That weenes with watch and hardreſtraint to ſtay 
Into that Caſtle (as that Squire does tell.) A womans will which is diſpos'd to goe aſtraie. 
Thercin a cancred cfabbed Carle does dwell, - 
That has no skill of Courtnor courtefic, In vaine he feares that which he cannot ſhonne : 
Ne cares, what men ſay of him, ill or well; For, who wotes not, that womans ſubriltics 
For, all his daies he drownes in priwty, Can guilen Argus, when ſhe liſtmisdonne ? 
Yet has full large to liue, and ſpendar libertie. Itis notiron bands, nor hundred eyes, 
4 Nor brazen walls, nor many wakefull ſpyes, 
Bur all his minde is ſet on mucky pelle, That can withhold her wilfull wandring feet; 
To hoord vp heapes of cuill gotten maſſe, Butfaſt good will with gentle counties , 
For which he others wrongs, and wreckes himſelfe ; And timely ſeruice to her pleaſures meer 
Yet is he linked to aloucly Laſle, May her perhaps comaine, that elſe would algates flect. 
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8 
Then, is he not more mad, {aid Paridel, 
That hath himifelfe vnto ſuch feruice (old, 
In dolcfull thraldome all h1sdayes to dwell ? 
For, ſure 2 foole I doc him firmely hold, 
That loues his ferters, though they were of gold. 
But why doe we deuile of others il, 
Whiles thus we ſuffer this ſame dorard old 
To keepe vs out, in ſcorne of his owne will, 
And rather doc notranlack all, and humſelfe kill ? 


9 
Nay, let vs firſt, ſaid Satyrane, intreat 
The man by gentle meanes, toletvs in, 
And afterwards aftray with cruel} threat, 
Ere that we to efforceir doe begin : 
Then, if all faile; we will by force it win, 
And eke reward the wretch for his meſpriſe, 
As may be worthy of his haynous fin. 
That counſellpleald: Then Paridell did riſe, 
And tothe Cailtle gate approch'r in quiet wiſe. 
I 


©) 

Whereat ſoft knocking, entrance he deſir'd. 

The good-manleltc(which then the Porter plaid) 

Him anſwered, that all were now retir'd 

Vnto theirreſt; and all the keyes convaid 

Vato their Maifter, who in bed was laid, 

That non: him durſt awake out of his dreame 

And therefore them of patience gently praid. 

Then Paridell began to change histheame, 
And threataed him with force, and puruſhment extreame. 

11 

But all in yaine; for nought mote himrelent. 

And now fo long betore the wicket faſt 

They waited, that the night was forward ſpent, 

' And the faire welkin (foully over-caſt) 

Gan blowen vpa bitter ſtormy blaſt, 

With ſhowre and haile ſo horrible and dred; 

Thatthis faire many were compeld at laſt 

To fly for ſuccourto a little ſhed, 
The which befide the gatefor ſwine was ordered. 


12 
It fortuned, ſoone after they were gone, 
Another knight, nr ns 6c brought, 
Came to that Caftle ; and with carneſt mone, 
Like ag the reſt, late entrance deare beſought : 
Bur, ike ſo as thereſt, heprayd fornought; 
For, flatly he of entrance was 'd. 
Sorely thereat he was diſpleas'd, and th 
How to chimſelfe fo fore abus'd, 
And eucermore the Carle of curteſie accus'd. 


1 

But, to avoyd th'intolerable * OY 
Hee was compeld to ſeeke ſome refuge neare, 
And to thatſbed (to ſhrowd him from the ſhowre) 
Hee came, which full of gueſts he found whyleare, 
So as he was not letto enter there; 
Whereathe gan to wex exceeding wroth, 
And fworethat he would lodge with them 

: Or them diſlodge, all were they liefe or loth ; 
And them defied cach, and {o them both. 


1 
Both were full loth to leaue s ON needfull rent, 
And both fullloth in darknefle to debare ;. 
Yet both full icfe bim lodgwgtp bauelent; 
And both full licfe his boaſtup to abate 3 
But chictely Paridell his hart did grate, 
To heare lim threaten lo deſpi Y» 
As if he dida doggeto kenel[rate, 
That durſt not barke ; and rather had he dy, 
Then when he was defide, in coward corner ly. 
I 
Tho, haſtily remounting to his ſeed, - 
Hee forth iflew'd ; hke as a boiſtrous wind, 
Whichin th'earths hollow caucs hath long bin hid, 
And ſhut vp faſt within herprifons blind, 
Makesthe huge clement againſt her kind: 
To moue, and tremble as 1t were agaſt, 
Votill that it an iflue forth may find; . |... 
Then forth it breakes, and math his furious b 
Confounds both land and ſeas, and skyes doth over-caſt. 
16 
Their ſteele-head ſpeares they ſtrongly couche, and mer 
Together withimpetuousrage _—_ 
Thar with the terrour of their fierce afftet, 
They rudely droue to ground both man and horſe, 
Thateach (awhulc) lay like a ſenſclefle corſe : 
But Paridell, ſore bruſed with the blowe, 
Could not ariſe, the c to fcorce, 
Till that young Squire him reared frombelowes .. 
Then drew G his bright (word, & gan about ham throwe. 


17 

But Satyrane,forth ſtepping, did them ſta 
And with faire treatie pacitide their _— 
Then, when they were —_— the fray, 
Aganſtthat es Lord | 
To heapean him rented, ur rs rd 
They been agreed, and to the gates ry Tag 
To burne the fame with 


And that yncurtcous Carle (their common foe) 
To doc faule death to die, or wrap in grieuous woe. 
8 


I 

Malbecco, ſecing them relolv'd indeed ; 

To flamethe gates, and hearing them to call 

For fire in carneſt, range with fearchull ſpeed; 

And to them calling from the Caſtle wal}, 

Beſought them humbly, him to beare withall, 

As ignorant of ſcruaunts bad abulc, 

The knights were willing all things to excuſe, 
Though nought belicu'd, & entrance late did notrefule. 


19 
They been ybroughtintoa comely bowre, 
And ſcru'd of ings that mote needfull bee ; 
Yet ſecretly their hoſt did on them lowre, 
And welcomd more for feare then charitee ; 
_ diflembled whar they did not lee, 
thernlclues. gan vodight 
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Andeke that ſtranger knight, emongſt the reſt, 
Was for like nced enforc'tto diſarray : 
Tho, when as vailed was her lofty creſt, 
Her golden locks, that were in tramels $ ay 
Vp-bounden, did themfelues adowne diſplay, 
And raughtynto her heeles; like ſunny beames, 
Thatin a clowd their light did long time ſtay, 
Their yapour vaded, ſhew theit golden gleames, 
And throu chr the perſent ayre ſhoot forth their azure 
2 


I 

She alſo doft her heauy haberjean, 
V Vhich the fairefeature of her limbes did hide; 
And her well plighted frock, which ſhe did won 
To tuck about her ſhort when ſhe did ride, 
Shee lowe letfall, that low'd from her lank fide 
Downe to her foot, with careleſle modeſtee. 
Then of them all ſhee plainely was eſpide 
To beawoman-wight (ynwiſt to bee) 

The faireſt woman-wight that cuer eye did ſee. 

22 


Like as Minerua, becing latereturnd 
From ſlaughter of the Giants conquered ; 


Where proud Encelade, whoſe wide noſcthrils burnd 


With breathed flames, hke to a furnace red, 
Transfixed with the ſpeare, downe tumbled ded 
From top of Hemws, by him heaped hie; 
Hath looſd her helmetfrom her lofty hed, 
And her Gorgonianſhield gins to vnue 

From her left arme, toreſtin glorious viCtory, 


2 

Which when as they beheld, they ſmittenwere 
With great amazementof ſo wondrous fight; 
And each on other, and they all on her 
Stood gazing, as if ſuddaine great affright 
Had them urpris'd. Atlaſt, aviſing right, 
Her goodly perſonage and glorious hew, 


Which oy o much miſtooke, they tooke delight 


In their firſt errour, and yet ſtill anew 


With wonder of her beauty fed their hungry view. 


24 

Yet n'ote their hungry view be ſatisfied; 
But ſeeing, ſtill the moredefir'd to ſee, 
And euer firmely fixed didabide 
In contemplation of diuinitie : 
But moſt they meruaild at her cheualree 
And noble proweſle, which they had ; pn—_— 
That much they faind to knowe who 
Yetnone of all them her thereof amoued, 

Yet cuery one her lik't, and euery one her loucd. 


25 
And Paridell, though partly diſcontent 
VVith his late fall, andfouleindignity, 
Yet was ſoone wonne his malice to relent, 
Through gracious regard of her faire eye, 
And knightly worth, which hee too late did try, 
Yettryed did adore. Supper was dight 
Thenthey Malbecco prayd of curtetie, 
That of his Lady they might haue the fight, 
And company at meat, to doethem more dels 


(ſtreames. 


ee more bee; 
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But he, to ſhuft their curious requeſt, 


Gan cauſen why ſhee could not comein place; 
Her craſed health, her late recourſe to = 

And humid cueniag, ill for ſicke folkes caſe : 
But none of thoſe excuſes could take place ; 

Ne would they eate, tiil ſhee in preſence came. 
Shee came in preſence with right comely grace, 
And fairely them ſaluted, as became, 


And ſhew'd herſelfe in all a gentle curteous Dame, 
27 
They late to meat, and Satyrane his chaunce 


Was her before, and Paridell beſide; 

But he himſelfe fate looking ſtill aſcaunce, 
Gainſt Britomart, and cuer cloſely eyde 

Sir Satyrane, that glaunces might notglyde: 
But his blind eye, that fided Paridel, 

All his demeanure from his fight did hide; 
On her faire face ſo did hee feedehis fill, 


And ſent cloſe meſlages of lotto her at will. 


2 


And cuer and anone, when none was ware, 


With ſpeaking lookes, that cloleembaſſage 
Hee rov'd at her, and told his ſecret care : 
For, all that arthe learned had of yore. 

Ne was ſhec ignorant of that lewd lore, 
But in his poke meaning wiſely red, 
And with the like him an{werd cuermore: 
She ſent at him one firie dart, whoſe hed 


Erppoiſned was with priuy luſt, and icalous dred. 


2 
Hee, from that deadly tran made no defence, 
But to the wound his weake hart opened wide; 
The wicked engine through falſe influence 
Paſt through his eyes, and ſecretly did glyde 
Into his hart, which it did ſorely gryde. 
But nothing pew to him was that fame paine, 
Ne paine at all ; for he ſo oft had tryde 
The power thereof, and loy'd ſo ottin yaine, 
That thung of courſe he counted, loue to entertaine. 


bore, 


O 
Thence-forth to her hee ſought to intimate 


His inward griefe, by meanes to him well knowne; 


Now Bacchus fruit outof the filuer plate 

He on the table daſht, as overthrowne, 

Or of the fruitfull liquor overflowne, - 

And bythe dauncing bubbles did divine, 

Or therein writeto let his loue be ſhowne ; 

V Vhich well ſhe red outof the learned line; 
(A facrament profane in myſterie ofwine.) 


I 

And when-ſo of his hand the pledge ſhe raught, 
The guilty cup ſhe fained to miſtake, 
And n her lap did ſhed her idle draught, 
Shewing deſire her inward flame to lake : 
By ſuch cloſe ſignes they ſecret way did make 
Vato their wils, and oneeyes watch eſcape; 
Two eyes him needeth, for to watch ky 
V'Vho Louers will deceiue. Thus was the ape, 

By their faire handling, putinto Malbeccoes cape. 
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2 
Now when of meates and Gialk they had their fill, 
Purpoſe was mooued by that gentle Dame, 
Vnto thoſe Knights adventurous, to tell 
Of deeds of armes, which ynto them became, 
And cucry one his kindred, and his name. 
Then P4ridell (in whom a kindly pride 
Of gracious {pecch, and kill his words toframe 
Abounded) beeing glad of fo fit tide 
Him to commend to her, thus ſpake, of all well eyde : 


Troy, that art now nought bu an idle name, 
And 1n thine aſhes buried lowe dooſt lye, 
Though whylomefar much greater then thy fame, 
Before that angry Gods, and cruell sky 
Vpoa thee heapt adircfull deſtinie; 
What boots it boaſt thy glorious deſcent, 
Andfetch from hcaucn la great Genealogie, 
Sith all thy worthy prayles beeing blent, 
Their of-{pring hath embas't, and later glory ſhent? 


4 
Moſt famous V Vorthy of & world, by wham 
That warre was kindled, which did Troy inflame, 
And ſtately towres of 11:0» whilome 
Brought vnto balefull ruine, was by name 
Sir Pars, far renowm'd through noble fame;- 
Who,through great proweſle and bold hardinelſle, 
From eg, fercht the faireſt Dame 
That euer Greece did boaſt, or knight polleſle, 
Whom Yenws to him gauefor mced of worthinelle; 


Faire Helene, flowre of "WK. excellent, 
And girlond of the mighty Conquerours, 
That madeſt many Ladies deare lament 
The heauy loffe af their braue Paramours, 
Which they far off beheld from Troian towres, 
And ſaw the fieldes of faire Scamander ſtrowne 
With carcafles of noble warriours, 
Whoſe fruitleſle lives were vader furrow ſowne, 
And Xanthws ſandy bankes with bloudall overflowne. 
6 
From himmy linage I "Y aright, 
Who long before the ten yeares fiege of Troy, 
Whiles yer on 1da he a ſhepheard hught, 
On faire Oenone gota a x boy: 
Whom, forremembrance of herpaſſed ioy, 
She of his Father, Paris did name; 
VVho, after Greekes did Priamsrealme deſtroy, 
Gath'redthe Troianereliques ſau'd from flame, 
And with thernfayling thence, to th'Ifle of Parascame. 


7 
That was by him cald EC which before 
Hight Nawſa: there he many yeares didraigne, 
And built Nawficle by the Ponticke ſhore ; 
The which hetyinpylefr next in remaine 
To Paridas his tonne: 
From whom 1 Paridell by kin deſcend ; 
Bur for faire Ladiesloue, and glories gaine, 
My natiue ſoile have left, my dayes to ſpend 


lo ſewing deeds of armes, my liges and labours end. 


LINMI 


8 
Vhen-as the noble PER. - beard rell 
Ot Troiane warres, and Priams Citic (ackt 
(The ruecfull ſtory of Sir Paridet) 
She was empaſhond at thatpittious a&t, 
V Vith zealous enyy of Greekes cruell fa, 
Againſt that Nation, from whoſerace of old 
She heard that ſhee was lincally extratt : 
For, noble Britons ſprong from Troiansbold, 
And Troynowent was built of old Troyes aſhes cold, 


Then fighiog ſoft awhile, iz laſt ſhe thus: 
O lamentable fall of famous towne ! 
Whiclraign'd fo _—_— victorious, 
And of all Aſa bore the ſouerazgne crowne, 
In one ſad night conſum'd, and throwen downe : 
What ſtony harr, thatheares thy a 
Is not empearc't with deepe compatiiowne, 
And makes enſample of mans wretched ſtate, 
That flowfesſo freſh at morne, and fades ateuening late? 


40 

Behold, Sir, how itvtull complaint 
Hath found akepains of —_ ; 
For, nothing may impreſle ſo conftrainr, 
As Countries cauſe, and common foes dildaine. 
Bur, if it ſhould not grieue you backe againe 
To turne your colirſe, I would to heare defire 
What to Aeneas fell ; fith tharmenſayne 
Hee was not in the Cities wofull fire 

Conſum'd, but did himſelfe to fafetie retire, 


41 
Anchyſes ſonne, bageh of Yen faire, 

Sad hee, out of the flames for ſafegard fled, 
And with aremnant did toſea repaire, 
Where hee through farall errour long was led 
Full many yeares, andweetlefſe 
From ſhore to ſhore, emongſtthe Lybick ſands, 
Erereſthefound. Much there he ſuffered, 


And manyper in forraine lands; 
To ſauce his peopleſad from ViCtors vepgefull hands, 
43 » 
Arlaſt, in Latium hee did arriue, 


Where hee with cruel} warre was entertaind 

Of th'inland folke, which ſought him backe to driue, 

Till hee with old Latinus was conſtraind 

To contratt wedlock : (ſothe ates ordaind.) 

Mee > eke in blood 

Accompliſhed, ind : 

The riuallſlaine, the Video (thr the flood 
Eſcaped bardly)hardly prayſd his wedlock good. 
Yet afterall, kee Vitor Sd firwue, 

And with Letinus did the kingdome part. 

But after, when both nations ganto ſtrive, 

* Into thKir names the ule to convyart, 

- His Tilss did from thence depart, 
Withall the warlike youth of Troiens bloud, 
And SED his thronc apart, 
VVherefaire it floriſhed, and long ume ſtoud, 

Till Rownulms rencwing it, to Rome reman'd. 
P 3. Thete, 
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44 
There, there, ſaid Britomert, afreſh appear'd 
The glory of the later world ro ſpring, 
And Troy againe out of her duſt was rear'd, 
To fitinſecond ſeate of ſoueraigne king 
Of all the world vnder her gouerning. 
But a third kingdomeyetistoariſc, 
Out of the Troiens ſcattered —_— 
Thatin all —_ and preatenterprile, 
Both firſt and ſecond Troy ſhalldare to <qualiſe. 


45 
It Troynowant is hight, that with the waucs 
wealthy Thams waſhed is along, 

Vpon whoſe ſtubborne neck (where-at he rayes 

With roring rage, and ſore himſelfe does throng, 

Thar all men feare to tempt bis billowes ſtrong) 

Shefaſtned hath her foot, which ſtands ſo hie, 

That it a wonder of the world is ſong 

In forrane Lands; and all which paſlen by, 
Bcholding it from far, doe _ it threars the sky. 


4 

The Troiene Brute did firſt that Citie found, 

And Hygate made the meare thereof by Welt, 

And Owert-gate by North : that is the bound 

Toward the land; tworwers bound thereſt. 

So huge a (cope at firſt himſcemed beſt, 

To be the compaſle of his ingdomes ſeat : 

So huge a mind could notinletlcrreſt, 

Ne in ſmall meares contaive his glory great, 
That Albion had conquered firſt by warlike feat. 


47 

Ah! fayreſt Lady-knight, ſaid Paridell, 

Pardon (I pray) w heedlclle over-ſight, 

Who had to;gor, that whylome I heardtell 

From aged Mnemon; for, my wits beca light. 

Indeed, he ſaid, if l remember right, 

That of the antique Troiane ſtock, there grew 

Another plant, that raught to wondrous hught, 

And far - his m1 -- branches threw, 
Into the vimoſt Angle of the world he knew. 


| 48 
For, that ſame Brute (whom much he did aduaunce 
In all his ſpeech) was Sylvize his ſonne, 
Whom hauing f1.ine,through luckleſs arrowes glaunce, 
Hee fled for feare of that he had miſdonne, 
Or elſe for ſhame,ſo foule reproche to ſhonne 3 
And with him led to {ca a youthly traine, 
Where wearie wandnng they long time did wonne, 
And many fortunes prov'd in th'Ocean maine, 
And preat adventures found, that now were lopg to ſaine. 


4 

Arlaſt, by fatall courſe they ; 2M were 

Into an Ifland ſpacious and brode, 

The furtheſt North, that did to them appeare: 

And (after reſt they (ecking farre abrode) 

Found it the fitteſt ſoyle for theur abode; 

Fruitfull of all things fitfor living foode, 

But wholly waſte, and voyd of peoples trode, 

Saue an huge nation of the as 
Thatfed on living ficſh, & drunke mens vitall blood. 


0 

Whom he,through wearie AAA and labours long, 

Subdewd with loſke of many Britons bold : 

In which, the great Goemagot of ſtrong 

Corinews, and Cowulin of Debon old 

Were overthrowne, andlayd on th'carth full cold, 

VVhich quaked vnder theur ſo hideous mals ; 

A famous hiſtory to be enrold 

In cuerlaſhng moniments of braſs, 
Thar all the antzque Worthies merits far did paſs. 


FI 
His worke, great Troynowant, his worke is cke | 
Fure Lincolne, both renowmed far —_ . 
That who from Eaſt to Welt will end-lovg ſecke, 
Cannot two fairer Cities find this day, 
Except Cleopolu:o heard I lay 
Old Mnemon. Therefore Sir, I greet you well 
Your countrey kin, and you _—_ pri 
Ofpardon for the ſtrife, which late bet 
Betwixt ys both yaknowne. So ended Paridel. 


2 

Bur all the while thathe the ſpeeches ſpent, 

Vpon his lips hong faire Dame Hellenore, 

With vigilant regard, and due attent, 

Faſhioning worlds of fancies eucrmore 

In her frule wit, that now her quiteforlore? 

The whiles, vawares away her ww, 2 

And preedy eares, her weake hart from her bore ? 

Which he percciuing, cuerpriuily A 
In ſpeaking, many fallc belgardes at her let fly. 


5 

So long theſe knights diſcourſed diuerſly, 

Of & ce affaires, and noble hardiment, 

Which they had paſt with mickle icopardy, 

That now the humid night was farforth 

And heauenly lampes were halfendeale t: 

Which th'old man lecing well (who too oog thought 

Euery diſcourlc, and , 

Which by the ney wa. "wt $ 
Them gotoreſt. So allynto their bowres were brought. . 


bs 
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I 
TE He morrow next, ſo ſoone as Phabus Lamp 
a a2 Bcwraycd had the world with earcly light, 
SY) And freſh Aurora had the ſhady damp 
Our of the goodly heauen amoued quight, 
Ita: Faire Britomart and that ſame Faerie knight 
Vproſe, forth on their journey for rowend ; 
But Paridell complaynd, thathis late fight 
With Brztomart, {0 " a did him offend, 
That ride he could nor, till his hurts he did amend. 


2 

$ forth they far'd ; but he behind them ſaid, 
Maulgre kis hoſt, who grudged grieuouſly 
To houle a gueſt, thatwould be needs obayd, 
And of his owne himleft nor liberty : 
(Might,wanting mea{ure,moouerh ſurquedry.) 
Two things he feared, but thethird was death; 
That fierce young mans vnruly maiſtery ; 
His money, which he lov'd as living breath; 

And his faire wife, whom honeſtlong he kept yneath. 


But patience perforce : he LIP abie 
What fortune and his fate on him will lay: 
Fond is the feare that findes no remedy; 
Yet wanily he watcheth euery way, 
By which he feareth cuill happen may : 
So th'euill thinks by watching to prevent ; 

; Ne doth he ſuffer her, nor night, nor day, 

Our of his ſight her ſelfe once to ablent. 

Sodoth he puniſh her, and eke himſelferorment. 


4 
But Paridel! kept better watch, then hee, 

A fit occaſion for his rurne to find : 
"Y Falſe loue, why doe men ſay, thou canſtnot ſee, 
And in their fooliſh fancie feine thee blind, 
Thatwith thy charmes the ſharpeſt ſighr dooſt bind, 
And to thy.will abuſe > Thou walkeſt free, 
And (ceſt euery ſecretof the mind; 
Thou ſceſt all, yet noneat all ſees thee; 


Allthat is by the working of thy Deitee. 


CE LRN 
<P 


Val. x 


Paridell rapeth Hellenore : 
Malbecco her purſewes : | 
Findes emong # Satyres,whence with him 


to turne (he doth refuſe. 
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5 
So perfeCt in that art was Paridell, 
That he Malbeccoes halfen eye did wile, 
His halfen eye he wiled wondrous well, 
And Hellenors both eyes did cke begwle, 
Both eyes and hart attonce, during the while 
Thathe there ſoiourned his wounds to heale 3 
That Cupid lelfe it ſeeing, cloſe did (mile, 
To wect how he herloue away did ſteale, 
And bade, that none their ioyous treaſon ſhould reucale. 
6 


The learned Louer loſtnotime nor tide, 
That leaſt avantage moteto him afford, 
Yet boreſo taire aſaile, that noneeſpide 
His ſecret drifr, till he herlayd abord. 
When-ſoin open place, and common bord, 
He forrun'd her to meer, with common ſpeech 
He courted her, yet bayted cuery word, 
Thathis vngentle hoſte n'ote him ap 


Of vile vngentleneſle, or hoſpirages breach. 


7 
Bur, when apart (if euer her apart) 
He found, then his falſe engins faſt he plide, 
Andall the fleights vaboſomd 1n his harrs 
He figh't, he ſobd, he ſwound, he perdy dide, 
And caſt himſelte on ground her faſt beſide * 
Tho, when againe bekim bethought to live, 
He wept, and waild, and falſe laments belide, 
Saying, but if ſhee Mercie would him giue, _ 
That he mote algates die, yerdid his death forgiue. 
8 


And other-whiles, with amorous delights, 
And pleaſing toyes he would her entertane, 
Now ſinging {weetly, to ſurpriſe her ſprights, 
Now —_— layes of loue and Louerspaine, 
Branſles, Ballads, vireldyes, and verſes vaine; 
Otr purpoſes, oft nddles he devis'd, 
And thouſands like, which flowed in his braine, 
With which hefed her fancy,and entis'd 
Totake to his few lou, and leaue her old deſpis'd. 


P; 


And 
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And efiery where he might; and cuery while 
He did her ſeruice dutitull, and ſewed 
Arthand with humble pride, and pleaſing guile, 
Socloſely yet, that none bur ſhee it viewed, 
Who well perceiued all, and all indewed. 
Thus finely did he his falſe nets diffpred, 
With which he many weake harts had ſubdewed 
Of yore, and many had ylike miſled: 

What wonder then, it ſhee were likewiſe carried? 


10 
No fort ſo fenſible, no walles ſo ſtrong, 
But that continuallbattery willrtue, 
Or daily fiegethrough \— —— long, 
And lack of reskewes will to parley driue ; 
And Peece, thatvnto parley earewill giue, 
Will ſhortly yield itſelfe, and will be made 
The vaſlall of the ViQtors will bylue : 
Thar ſtratageme had oftentimes aſſaid 
This crafty Paramour,and now it plaine diſplaid. 


II 

For, through his traines he her intrapped hath, 

Thatſhe her loue and harthath w -, ſold 

To him, withoutregard of gaine, or {cath, 

Or care of credite; or of husband old, 

Whom ſhehathvow'd to dub a faire Cuckold. 

Nought wants buttime and place, which ſhortly ſhee 

Deuized hath, and to her Louer told. 

lt pleaſed well. Sowellthey both agree; 
Sorcady ripe to ill, ill wemens counſels bee. 


12 

Darke was the Eucniog, fitfor louers ſtealth, 

When chaunc't Malbecco buſie be clſe-where, 

She to his cloſet went, where all his wealth 

Lay hid: thereof ſhee countletle lummes did reare, 

The which ſhe meant away with her to beare ; 

The reſt,ſhee fir'd for ſport, or for d<{pight; 

As Hellene, when ſhe ſaw alcit appeare 

The Troiane flames,and reach to heauens hight, 
Did clap her hands, and ioyedatthat dolefull fight. 


I 
This ſecond Hellene, faire _ Hellenore, 
The whiles her husband ranne with (ory haſte 
Toquench the flames which ſhe had tyn'd before, 
Laught at his fooliſh labour ſpent in waſte; 
And; ranne into her Lovers armes rightfaſt; 
Where ſtraightembraced, ſheerto lum did cry, 
And call aloud for helpe, ere helpe werepaſt; 
For, lo, that Gueſt would bearc herforcbly, 
And meant to rauiſh her, that rather had to dic. 


I4 
The wretched man, hearing her call for ayde, 
And ready {eeing him with her to flye, 
In his diſquiet mind was much diſmaide: 
But, when againe he backward caſt his eye, 
And ſaw the wicked fire ſo furiouſly 
Conſume his hart, and ſcorch his Idoles face, 
Hee was there-with diſtreſſed diuerſly, 
Ne wilt he how to turne, nor to whatplace; 
Was neuer wretched man in ſuch a wofull caſe 


— 


5 
Ay whento him ſhe cryde, to herheturn'd, 
Andleft the fire; loue, money overcarne : 
But, when hee marked how his money burn'd, 
Heleft his wife ; money did loue diſclame : 
Both was he lothto looſe his loued Dame, 
And loth to leaue his liefeſt pelfe behind, 
Yet ſith hen'ote ſauce both, he (au'd that ame 
Which was the deareſt to his dunghill mind, 
The God ofhis defire, the ioy of nuſers blind. 
16 


Thus, whilſt all things in troublous yprore were, 
And all men buke to luppreſle Ho 
Thelouing couple need no reskew feare, 

But leaſure had, andlibertieto frame 
Ther pun flight, free from all mensreclame; 
And Night (the patroneſle of loue-ſtcalthfaire) 
Gauethemlafe conduQt, till ro end they came: 
So beene they gone yfeare (a wanton paire 

Of Lovers looſely knit) where liſt then to repaire. 


7 
Soone as the cruell lames yſlaked were, 
Malbecco, ſceing how his loſe did lye, 
Out of the flames, which he had quenchtwhylere 
Into huge waues of griefe and jecloube 
Full deepe emplonged was, and drowned nic, 
Twixt inward dooleand felonous deſpight; 
Heerav'd, he wept, he ſtampr, heloud did cry, 
And all thepaſſions thatin man may light, 
Did him atronce oppreſle, and yex his caytiue ſpright. 
8 


I 

Long thus he chawd the cud of inward griefe, 

And did conſume his gall with anguiſh ſore: 

Sull when he muſed on his late muſchiefe, 

Then ſtill the ſmart thereof increaſed more, 

And ſcem'd more gricuous, then it was before « 

Arlaſt, when ſorrow he ſaw booted nought, 

Ne gricte might nothis loueto himreſtore, 

He gan deuiſe, how her hereskew mought, 
Ten thouland waies he caſtin his confuſed thought. 


I 
Atlaſt, reſoluing like a eilgrim pore 
To ſearch her forth, whereſo ſhe might be fond, 
And bearing with him threaſure in cloſe ſtore, 
ThereſtheTcauesin ground : Sotakes in hond 
To ſecke her cndlong, both by ſea and lond. 
Long be her fought, be fought her farre and nere, 
And euery where that he mote vnderſtond, 
_ Of Knights and Ladies any meetings were, 
And of cach one he met, hetydings did inquere., 
20 


Bur all in yaine, his woman was too wile, 
Euerto come iato his clouch againe, 
And he too ſimple euer to ſurpriſe 
The iolly Paridel!, for all his paine. 
One day, as he forepaſled by the Plaine 
With weary pale, he farre away eſpide 
A couple (leeming well to be his twaine) 
Which houed cloſe ynder aforeſt ſide, 
As if they lay in wait, or elſe theraſclues did lude, 
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Well weened he, that thoſe the ſame more bee : 
And as he better did ther ſhape avize, 
Him tcemed more their manner did agree 
For, th'one was ai med all in wazlike wize, 
Whom, to be Paridell he did deuize; 
And th'other, all yclad in garments light, 
Diſcolour'd like ro womaniſh difguile, 
He did relemble to bis Lady bright; 

And cuer his faint hart much yearned at the fight. 

22 

And ever faine hee towards them would goe, 
Bur yet durſt not for dread approchen nie, 
But ſtood aloofe, vnwecting what to doe; 
Till that prickt torth with loues extreminic, 
That 1s = father of toule Iealouſie, 
He cloſely ncerer crept, the truth to weet : 
But, as he nigher drew, he eaſily 
Might ſcerne, that it was not his ſweeteſt lweect, 

Ne yet her Belamour, the partner of his theert. 


2 

But it was ſcornefull ai 
That with his ſeruaunt Trompart houerd there, 
Since late he fled from his too earneſt foe : 
Whom ſuch when as Malbecco [pyed clere, 
He turned backe, and would hauc fled arere 3 
Till Trompert running haſtily, him did ſtay, 
And bade before his {oucraine Lord appere : 
That vgs him loath, yet durſthe notgaine-ſay, 

Aud comming him before, lowe louted on the lay. 


24 

The Boaſter, at him ſternely bent his brow, 
As if hee could haue kild him with his looke, 
Thattd the ground him meckely made to bow, 
And awfull terror deepe into hum ſtrooke, 
That cuery member of his body quooke. | 
Said he, thou man of nought, what dooſtthou here, 
Voſfitly furn!ſht with thy bag and booke, 
Where expeCted one with ſhield and fpere, 

To prouc ome deedes of armes ypon an <quall pere. 


25 

The wretched man, at his imperiousſpeach, 
Was all abaſht, and lowe proſtrating, ſaid; 
Good Sir, letnot my rudedefle be no breach 
Vato your parience, ne be ill ypaid; 
For, Ivnwares this way by fortune ſtraid, 
A filly Pilgrim driuen to diſtreſle, 
Thar ſeeke a Lady. There he ſuddaine ſtaid, 


And did the reſt with gricuous a, lupprells 
| itrerneſle.) 


While teares ſtood in his eyes (few drops of 
26 
What Lady, man? ſaid Trompart, take good hart, 
And tell thy griefe, if any hiddenlye; 
Was neuer better time to ſhew thy (marr 
Then now, that noble ſuccour is thee by, 
That is the whole worlds common remedy. 


That chearefull word his weake hart much did cheare, 


And with vainc hope his ſpirits faint ſupply, 
That bold he ſaid; O moſt redoubred Pere, 
Vouchſafe with mild regard a wretches calc to heare. 


27 

Then fighiag ſore, It is not long, ſaid hee, 
Since I emoydethe gentleſt Dame alive 
Of whom a - he, ao knight at all perdee, 
Butſhame of x doe for honour ſtriue, 
By treacherous deceit did me depriue; 
Through open out-rage he her bore away, 
And with foyle force vnto his will did driue, 


Which all good knights, that armes do bearethis day, 


Are bound for to reyenge, and puniſh if they may. 
28 


And you (moſt noble Lord) that can and dare 
Redrelle the wrong of nuſerable wight, 
Cannot employ your moſt victorious ſpeare 
In better quarrell, then defence of right, 
And for 2 Lady, gainſta faithleſle —_ 
So ſhall your glory be advaunced 
And all tairg Ladies magnifie your might, 
And the my ſeltc (albe I fimple ſuch) 

Your worthy paine ſhall wellreward wath guerdonrich, 


| 2 
With that, out of his beugerfank he drew 
Great ſtore of threafure, there-with him to tempt; 
But he _ itlookeſcornetully askew, 
As much dildezgrang to be {0 nuſdempt, 
Or a ord baſclie roma 
And ſaid; Thy offers baſe I'greatly loth, 
And ekethy words yncourteous and vnkemprt3 
I tread in duſt thee and thy money both, |. 
That, were jt not for ſhame; Sorurned from him wroth. 


Gs) 
But Trompart, that his meitfers humourknew, 
In lofty lookes to hide an humble mind, 
VVas inly tickled with thatgolden view, 
And in his eare him rounded cloſe behind : 
Yerſtoupthe nor, butlay ſtill inthe wind, 
Waiting advantage on the prey to ſeaſe; 
Till Trompart lowelie to the ground inclin'd, 
Beſought him his great courage to ”_= 
And —_—_ ſimple man, that = did hum dulpleaſe. 
x 
Biggelooking, like adonghti Do 
tlaſt, he thus; Thou Sodofvileſ , 
I pardon yield, and with thy rudeneſle bexre 
But weet henceforth, thatall that golden pray, 
Andall thatelſe the yaineworld yaunten may, 
Tloath as dung, nedeeme my dew reward : 
Fame is my mced, and glory vertues pay. 
But minds of mortall men are muchell mard 


And moov'd amile with maſſie mucks vnmectregard. 


2 
And more, I graunttothy Rs miſerie , 
Gratious reſpe&, thy wite ſhall backebe ſent : 
And thatvile knight, who cuer that he be, 
Which hath thy Lady reft,and knighthood ſhent, 
By Sanglamort my Gord, whoſe deadly dent 
The bloud hath of {o.many thouſands thed, 
I fweare, ere long ſhall dearclic it repent; 
Ne heeawixt heauen and earth ſhall kide his head, 
o—_ he ſhall be found, and ſhortlicdoca be __ 
4: 
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The fooliſh man thereat ih wondrous blith, 
As if the word (o ſpoken, were halfe donne, 
And humbly thanked him a thouſand fith, 
That had fromdeath to life him newly wonne. 
Tho, forth the Boaſter marching, braue begonne 
His ſtolen ſteedto thunder furiouſly, 
As if he heauen and hell would over-ronne, 
And allthe world confound with cruelty, 
Thar much Malbecco ioyed in his iollitie. 
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Thus, long they three together trauailed, 
Through many a wood, and many an vncouth way, 
To ecke his wife, that was farre wandered : 


But thoſe two ſought nought but the preſent pray, 
To weet, the threaſure, which he did a 
On which their eyes and harts were wholly ſer, 


With purpoſe how they might it beſt betray ; 
For, oh the houre that rſt he did them let (wher. 
The {lame behold, there-with their keene defires were 


To 
It fortuned as they together tard, 
They ſpide where Paridell came pricking faſt 
Vpon the Plaine, the which himlelfe prepar'd 
To giuſt with thar braue ſtranger knight acaſt, 
As on adventure by the way he paſt: 
Alone he rode without his Paragone; 
For, hauing filcht her bels, hervp he caſt 
To the wide world, and let her fly alone, 
He n'ould beclogd. So had he ſerued many one. 
6 


The gcatle Lady, looſe at Cade left, 
The greene-wood!ong did walke, and wander wide 
Art fac adycature, like a forlorne weft, 
Till on aday the Satyres hereſpide 
Straying alone withouten groome or guide ; 
Her vp they tooke, and with them home her led, 
With them as houſewife cuerto abide, 


To nulke their goates, and make them cheeſe & bred, 


And eucry one as common good her handeled; 


7 
That ſhortly ſhee Malbec? has forpor, 
And cke Sir Paridell, all were he deare ; 
Who from her went to ſecke another lot, 
And now (by fortune) was arrived heere, 
Where thoſe two guilers with Malbecco were : 
Soone as the old man ſaw Sir Paridell, 
Hee fainted, and was almoſt dead with feare, 
Ne word he had to ſpeake, his priefetorell, 
But to him louted lowe, and greeted goodly well; 
8 


And after, asked him for H _"_ 
I take no keepe of her, ſaid Paridel!: 
She wonneth in the foreſt there before. 
So forth he rode, as his adventurefell ; 
The whiles, the Boaſter from his lofty ſell 
Faynd to alight, — anufle to mend; 
But the freſh Swaine would not his leaſure dwell, 
But went his way; whom when he paſſed kend, 
He vp remountedlight, ad akerfaind fo wend. 


39 
- Perdy nay, ſaid Malbecco, ſhall ye not : 


Bur let him paſſe as lightly as he came : 

For, little good of him is to be got, 

And mickle perill to be put to ſhame. 

But, let vs goe to ſeeke my deareſt Dame, 

Whom he hath left in y onder foreſt wild : 

For, of her ſafety in great doubr Iam, 

Leaſtſalvage beaits her perſon haue deſpoyld: 
Then all the world is loſt, and we in yaine haue toyld, 


40 
= all agree, and forward themaddreſt : 
: but ſaid crafty Trompert, weet ye well, 
That yonder ia that waſtcfull wilderneſle 
Huge Monſters haunt, and many dangers dwell ; 
Dragons, and Minotaures, and fiends of hell, 
And many wil-le wood-men, whichrob and rend 
All trauellers ; therefore aviſe ye well, 
Before yee enterpriſe that way to wend : 
One may his iourney bring tooſoone to cuill end. 
41 
Malbecco ſtoptin great aſtomiſhment, 
And with pale eyes faſt fixed on thereſt, 
Their counſell crav'd, in danger imminent. 
Said Trompart, Y ou thatarethe moſt oppreſt 
With burden of great threaſure, Ithinke beſt 
Heereforto ſtay in lafety behind ; 
_— and I will ſearch the wide forreſt. 
Thatcounſell pleaſed not Malbeccoesmind; 
For, he was much affraid, himſelfe alone to find. 


42 

Then is it beſt, faid he, that yee doe leaue 
Your treaſure here in ſome ſecuritie, 
Euther faſt cloſed in ſome hollow greane, 
Or buriedin the ground from icopardie; 
T1ll wereturne againe in ſafetie : 
As for vs two, leaſt doubt of vs ye haue, 
Hence farre away we will blindfolded lie, 
Ne priuie be vnto your threaſures Graue. 


It plealed: fo he did; Then they march forward braue. 


4 
Now, when amid the thick woods they were, 
They hearda noyſe of many bagbipes ſhrill, 
And ſhrieking Hububs them approchiog nere, 
Which all the foreſt did with horror fill : 
That dre.dfull ſound the boaſters hart did thrill, 
With ſuch amazement, that in haſte he fled, 
Ne euecr looked backe tor good or ill, 
And afterhimeke ft — ſped; 
The old man could not flie, but fell to ground halfe dead: 


44 
Yet afterwards, cloſe ing as he might, 
Hee in a buſh did hide Fis Farefull bed : 
The iolly Satyres, full of freſhdelight, 
Came dauncing forth, and with them nimblyled 
Faire Hell-nore,with girlonds all beſpred, 
Whom their May-lady they had newly made : 
She proud of that new honour, which they red, 
And of their louely fellowſhip full _ 
Daunc'tliucly, and her facedid with a Lawrell ſhade, _ 
e 


LIMI 


WE 


(ant. X, 


THE FAERIE QVEENE. 


175 


45 
The ſilly man thatin thethickerlay, 
Saw all this goodly ſport, and gricued fore, 
Yerdurſt he not againſt it doe or (ay, 
Burdid his hart with bitter thoughts engore, 
To leeth'vnkindneſle of his Hellenore. 
All day they Jaunced with greatluſtihed, 
And with their horned feet the greene grafle wore, 
The whules their Goates vpon . brouzes fed, 
Till drouping Pharbus gan to hide his golden hed. 
6 
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Tho, vp they gan their m ipes to trulle, 

Aod, all rl. goodly wa d gather round; 

But euery Satyre firit d1d giue a buſle 

To Hellenore:(o buſſes did abound. 

Now gan the humud vapour ſhed the ground 

With pearly deaw, and the Earthes gloomy ſhade 

Did d1m the yr of the w round, 

That cuery bird and beaſt awarned made 
To ſhrowd thelelues, whiles ſleep their lenſes did invade. 


47 

Which when 2falbecco (aw, out of the buſh 

Vponhis hands and feet he crept full light, 

And like a Goate emongſt the Goates did ruſh, 

Tharthrough the help of his faire hornes on hight, 

And miftie: of miſconceuing night, 

And cke through likeneſſe of his goatiſh beard, 

Hee did the better counterfeite aright : 

So home he marchtemongſt the horned heard, 
That none of all the Satyres him elpyde or heard. 


48 
Atnight, when all they went to ſleepe, heviewd, 
Where-as his louely wife emongſt them lay, 
Embraced of a Satyre rough and rude, 
Who all the right did mind his 10yous play : 
Nine tiftes kira tome aloft ere day, 
Thar all his bart with 1calouſic did fivell ; 
Bur yet that nights enſample did bewray, 
. That not for thought his wife them loued ſo well, 
When oneſo ought a night did ring his matins bell. 


4 

Socloſely as he could, heto . &® crept, 

When wearie of their ſport to ſleepe they fell ; 

And to his wife, that now full ſoundly lepr, 

He whiſpered in her care, and did her tell, 

That it was hee, which by her fide did dwell, 

And therefore prayd her wake, to heare him plaine. 

As one out of a dreame notwaked well, 

Shee rurn'd her, and returned back againe : 
Yet her for to awake he did the more conſtraine. 


5O 
Atlaſt, with irkſome trouble ſhee abraid ; 
And then perceiuing, that it was indeed 
Her old Malbecco, which did her vpbraid, 
With looleneſle of her loue, and loathly deed, 
Shee was aſtoniſht with exceeding dreed, 
And would haue wak't the Satyre by her fide; 
But hee her prayd, for mercy, orfor meed, 
To ſauc his life, ne let him bedeſcride, 
But harken to his lore, and all lus counſell hide. 


F1 
Tho, gan he her perſwade, to leaue thatlewd 
And loathſome life, of God and man abhord, 
And home returne, where all ſhould be renewd 
With perteCt peace, and bands of freſh accord, 
And ſhee rece1u'd againeto bed and bord, 
As if no treſpaſle cuer had beenedonne : 
But ſhee itall refuſed at one word, 
And by no meanes would to hus willbe wonne, 
But chole emongſt theiolly Satyres ſtillto wonne. 
52 
Hee wooed her, till day ſpring hee eſpide ; 
Bur all in vaine : ao + 26> nfo heard, 
Who butted him with hornes on cuery fide, 


And trode downe inthe durt, where has hore beard 


Was foully dight, and he of death affeard. 
Early before the heauens faireſt light 
Our of the ruddy Eaſt was fully reard, 


The heards out of their folds were looſed quight, 


And he emongſt the reſt crept forth un ſory plight. 


So ſoone as hee the Priſon | 08 did paſs, 
Hee ranne as faſt as both his feete could beare, 
An neuer looked who behind him was, 
Nelcarcely who before : like as a Beare 


That creeping cloſe, meagre to reare 
An hony-combe, the wak dogs clpy, 
And him aflayling, ſorehi wine HL 


That hardly he away with life does flic, 
Ne ftayes, till ſafe himlelfe he ſee from icopardy. 


54 
Ne ſtaid he, till he came vnto the place 
Where late his threaſurehe entombed had ; 
Where when he found it not (for, Trompart baſe 
Had itpurioyned for his maiſter bad: ) 
With extreame fury he became quite mad, 
Andran away, ran with himſelfe away : 
That who ſo ſtrangely had him ſcene beſtad, 
With vpſtart haire,and ſtaring eyes diſmay, 
From Limbo lake ham late eſcaped lure would ſay. 


High over hilles and over fs befled, 
s if the wind him on his wings had borne, 
Ne bank nor buſh could ſtay him, when he ſped 
His nimble feer, as treading ſtill on thorne: 
Griefe, and deſpight, and icaloufie, and ſcorne 
Di1dall the way him followe hard behind : 
And he himſelfe, himſelfe loath'd ſo forlorne, 
So ſhametully forlorne of woman-kind ; 
That,as a Snake, ſtill lurked in his wounded mind. 


56 

Still fled he forward, looking backward ſtill, 

Ne ſtaid his flight, nor fearefull —_—_ 

Till that he came vnto a 

Over the {ea ſuſpended 

That liuing creature it would = 

To looke adowne; or vpward to the hight : 

From thence he threw himlſelfe deſpiteoully, 

All deſperate of his fore-damned ſpright, 
Thatſcem'd no help for him was lefr10 wing light, 


But 
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Ne eucris he wont on oughtto feed, 
But toades and frogs (hus paſture poyſonous) 
VVhichin lus cold pie do breed 
A filthy bloud, or humour rancorous, 
Matter of doubt and dread (uſpicious, 
That doth with curelefle care conſume the hart, 
But chaunced on a cragpy clifte to light; Corruprs the ſtomacke with gall vious, 
VVhence he with —— clawes lo long did crall, Crofs-cuts the lauer with internall ſmart, 
That at the laſt he found a Caue with entrance ſmall. And doth transfixe the ſoule with deathes eternall dart. 
8 60 
Into the ſame hee creepes, Lan thence-forth there Yer can he neuer die, but dying liues, 


57 
Bur through long anguiſh, and ſelfe-murdring thought, 
Hee was ſo wafted and fore-pined quight, 
Thar all his ſubſtance was conſum'd to nought, 
And nothing left, bur like an airie Spright, 
That on the rocks he fell ſo flit and hgh, 
That he thereby receiu'd no hurtatall, 


Reſolu'd to build his balefull manſion, 
In drery darknefle, and continuall feare 
Of that rocks fall; which cucr and anon 
Threats with huge ruin him to fall vpon, 


And doth himſfelfe with forrow new ſuſtaine, 
That death and life atronce vnto hum owes, 
And painefull pleaſure turnes to leaſing paine. 
There dwels he cuer, miſerable {waine, 


Hatefall both to himſelfe, and cuery wight; 
Where he through priuy gricfe, and horrour vaine, 
Is woxen fo deform'd that he has quight 

Forgot hee was a man, and Jealowse 15 hight. 


That he dare neuer ſlcepe, but that one eye 
Still ope he keepecs for that occaſion; 
Ne euerreſts he in tranquillity, 
The ronog billowes beaokis bowre ſo boiſtrouſly. 
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Britomart chaceth Ollyphant, 
findes Scudamonr diſtreſt : 

Aſſayes the houſe of Buſyrane, 
where Loues [poles are expreſs. 
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IN | 
VVho with Sir Satyrane (as carſt ycered) 
Forth riding from Malbeccoes hoſtleſle hous, 
Far off cſpide a young man, the which fled 


I 
FIX Hatcfull helliſh Snake, what fury furſt 

4 Brought thee fr6 baleful houſe of Proſerpine, 
* Where in her boſom ſhe thee long had nurſt, 


IX 4 > And foſtred vp with bitter wilkeof tine, 
OK |Foulc lealoufic, that turneſt loue divine 

To ioyleſſe dread, and mak'ſt the m9 | 
VVith hatcfull thoughts to languiſh and to pine, 
And feed it ſelfe with ſelfe-conſuming ſmart ? 

Of all the paſſions inthe mind thou vilelt arr. 


2 
O! lethim farre be baniſhed away, 
And in his ſtead letLoue for euer dwell; 
Sweet Loue, that doth his golden wings embay 
In blefled NeCtar,and pure Pleaſures Well, 
Vatroubled ot vile feare, or bitter fell. 
And yee faire Ladies, that your kingdoms make 
In th'harts of men, them goucrne wiſely well, 
And of faire Britomart enlample take, 
That was as trucin louc, as Turtle to her make. 


From an huge Giant, that with hideous 

And hatefull out-rage long him chaced thus; 

It was that Ollyphant, the brother deare 

Of that Argante vile and vitious, 

From whom the Squire of Dames was reft whylere; 


Thus all as bad as ſhe, and worle, if worſe ought were. 
4 
For, as the fiſter did in feminine 


And filthy luſt exceed all woman-kind, 
So hee ſ{urpaſled his ſex maſculine, 

In beaſtly vic that I dideuer find ; 
Whom when as Britomart beheld behind 
The fexrefull boy ſo greedily purſew, 
Shee was emmoued in her nf 1 mind, 
T'imploy her puiſſaunce'to his reskew, 


And pricked fiercely forward, where the him did view. 
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Ne was Sir Satyrane her far behind, 
But with like ficrceneſle did coſew the chace : 
Whom, when the Giant ſaw, he ſooneretignd 
His former ſuit, and from thetn fled apace; 
They after both, and boldly bade him bace, 
And cach did ſtrive the other to out-goe: 
But he them both out-ran a wondrous ſpace, 
For, he was long,and ſwiftas any Roc, 

And now madebertter — ay Ro his feared foe. 


It was not Satyranve whom hedid feare, 
But Britomart,the flowre of chaſtity ; 
For, he the powre of chaſte hands _ not beare, 
Bur alwaies did their drad encounter fly 
And now ſo faſt his feethe did apply, 

That he has gottento aforeſtneare, 
VVhere heeis ſhrowded in ſecunty : 
The wood they enter, andſearch cuery where; 

They ſearched diuerſly ; ſo both diuided were. 
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Faire Britomart ſo long lum followed, 
That ſhe atlaſt came to a fountaine ſheare, 
By which there lay a _ all wallowed 
Vpon the grafly ground, and by him neare 
His haberjeon, his helmer, and his ſpeare ; 
A little off, his ſhield was rudely throwne, 
On which the winged boy in colours cleare 
Depainted was, full eafie to be knowne, 
And he thereby, where-cuer itin field was ſhowne. 


His face vpon the ground did groueling lye, 
As if by had des fandatagts the ſhade, 
That the braue Maid would not for courtcſic, 
Out of his quiet lumber him abrade, 
Nor ſeeme too ſuddainly him to invade : 
Still as ſhee ſtood, ſhe heard with grieuous throb 
Him grone, as if his hart were peeces made, 
And with moſt painefull pangs to figh and (ob, 
That pitty did the Virgins hs of patience rob. 


Atlaſt, forth breaking "BE. FRE plaints, 
Heſaid : O foueraigne Lord that fitit on hie, 
And raign'ſtin bliſs cemongſt thy blefled Saints, 
How ſuffreſt thou ſuch | cruelty, 
So long vnwreaked of thine encmy ? 
Or haſt thou,Lord,of good mens cauſe no heed ? 
Or doth thy iuſtice ſleepe, and filently ? 
What booteth then the good and righteous deed, 
If goodnefle find no grace, nor righteoulneſle no merd ? 


10 
If good find grace, and rightcouſneſlereward, 
Why then 1s Amoret in caytiue band, 
Sith that more bountious creature neuer far'd 
On foot, ypon the face of living land? 
Orif that heauenly iuſtice may withſtand 
The wrongfull out-rage of vnrighteous men, 
ho then 1s Buſirane with wicked hand 
Suffred, theſe ſeauen moneths day, in ſecret den 
My Lady and my loue ſo cruclly to pen? 
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My Lady and my Loue, is cruell' pend 
In dolefull darknefle om the view of day, 
Whil'ſt deadly torments do her chaſtebreaſt read, 
And the ſharp ſteele dothrige her bartin tway, 
All for ſhe Scadamre will not denay. 
Yet thou,vile man, vile Scudamore, art ſound, 
Ne canſt her ayde, ne caoſt her toe diſmay 
Vaworthy wretch to tread vpon the ground, 

For whom lo faire a Lady feeles ſo ſore a wound. 


13 
There an huge heape of ſingults did o 
His Arugling foule, and (wetting _— 
His foltmng tongue with $ of 
Choking the remnant of fs Aaineife lpeach, 
As if his daies were cometo Feirlaſ reach. 
Which when ſhee heard, and ſaw the gaſtly fir, 
Threatning into hs life tomakea breach, 
Both with greatruth and terrour ſhe was ſmit, 
Fearing leaſt trom her cage the weary ſoule would flirt. 


I 

Tho, ſtooping downe, ſhee Lien amoued light; 
Who there-with ſome-whar ſtarting, vp gan looke, 
And ſeeing him behind a ſtranger knighr, 
Where-as no huing creature he miſtooke, 
With great indignance hee that fightforſooke, 
And downe againe himlſelfe diſdunefully 
—— _ a with his fiire forkead ſtrooke : 
Which the Virgin lecing, 

Fit medcineto has griete, ntecincns AS 


14 
Ah ! gentle knight, whoſe deepe conceiued oriefe 
wWellientoranaend the —_ of —— 
Yet if that heauenly grace ſome good reliefe 
Youlſend, ſubmutyouto high prouidence; 
Andeuerin your noble hart prepenle, 
That all the ſorrow in the world, is lefſe 
Then vertues might, and values confidence: 
For, who nill bide the burden of diſtreſle, 
Muſt not heere thinke to luue, for, life is wretchedneſle: 


I 

Therefore (faire Sir) doe comfbed to you take, 
And freely read, whatwicked felon fo 
Hath out-rag'd you, and thrald your gentle make: 
Perhaps this hand may help to caſe yourwoe, 
And wreake yourſorrow on your cruell foe, 
Atleaſt, itfaire endeuour will apply. 
Thole feeling words ſo neere the quick did goe; 
Thatvp his bead he reared eaſily ; 

And leaning on hs elbow, theſe few words let fly : 
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What boots it plaine,thatcannot be redreſt, 
And ſowevaine ſorrow in a fruitleſle care, 
Sith powre of hand, nor skill of learned breſt; 
Ne worldly pricecannotredeeme my deare, 
Outofher thraldome and cnnckinall feare? 
For, he (the Tyrant) which her hath in ward 
D——_ enchauntments, and black Magick leare; 

in a dungeon deep her cloſe embar 
And many dr hends hath pointed —_—_— 
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There he tormenteth her moſt terribly, 
And day and night afflits withtmorrall paine, 
Becauſe to yield hum loue ſhe doth deny, 
Once to me yol4, not to be yold againe : 
Bur yet by torture he would her conſtraine 
Loue to concciue in her diſdainefull breſt ; 
Till ſo ſhe doc, ſhee muſt in doole remaine, 
Ne may by liuing meanes bethencereleft : 
What boots 1t then to plaine, that cannot be redreſt ? 
18 
With this {ad herſall ofhis hcauy ſtreſle, 
Thewarlike Damzell was empaſſiond fore, 
And ſaid; Sir Knight, your cauſe is nothing leſle 
Then is your ſorrow, certes if not more ; 
For, nod fo much pitry doth implore, 
As gentle Ladies helplefle —_ 
Burt yet,if pleaſe ye liſten to my lore, 
I will (with proofe of laſt extreamity) 
Deliuer her fro thence, or with her for youdic. 


19 
Ah! gentleſt Knight aliue, faid Scudamore; 
V Vhat huge heroick magnanimitie 


Duels in thy bountious breſt? what could'ſt thou 


If ſhe were thine, and thou as now am [? (more, 


O ſpare thy happy dayes, and themappl 
Ph boot, [it me diethart ought; 
More is more lofle : once is enough to die. 


Life is not loſt, {aid ſhe, for which is bought 


Endlcfſe renowme, that more then death is to be ſought, 


20 

Thus, ſhee at length perſwaded him to riſe, 
And with berwend, to ſee whatnew ſucceſle 
Morte him befall vpon new enterpriſe. 
His armes, which he had vow'd to diſprofeſle, 
She gathered vp, anddidabouthim drefle, 
And his forwandred ſteed vnto him got: 
So forththey both yfere make their progreſle, 
And march not paſt the mount'naunce of a ſhot, 


Till they arriu'd, where-as their purpoſe they did plot. 


21 
There they diſmounting, drew their weapons bold, 
And ſtourly came vnto the Caſtle gate; 
Where-as no gate they found them to with-hold, 
Nor ward to wait at morne and eucmng late; 
Bur in the Porch(that did them ſore amare) 
A flaming fire, ymixt with (mouldry ſmoke, 
And ſtinking Sulphure, that with grieſly hate 
And dreadfull horrour did all entrance choke, 
Enforced them their forward footing to reuoke. 
22 
Greatly thereat was Britomart diſmaid, 
Ne in that ſtownd wiſt, how herſelfe to beare; 
For, danger vaine it were, to haue afſaid 
That crucll clement, which all things feare, 
Ne nonecan ſuffer to approchen nearc : 
And turning back to Scudamore, thus ſayd; 
What monſtrous enmity prouoke we here, 
Foole-hardy, as th'Ezrthes children, the which made 
Battell againſt the Gods ? ſo wea God invade. 


2 
Danger withour diſcretion to attempt, 
Inglorious and beaſt-like is : therefore, Sir knight, 
Arcad what courke of you is ſafeſt dempr, 
And how we with our toe may come to fight. 
This is, quoth he, the dolorous deſpight, 
Which earſt to you I plaind : for, neither may 
This fire be quenchtby any witor might, 
Ne yet by any meanes remou'd a 


Way, 
So mighty be th'enchauntments, which the ſame do ftay. 
24 
Whar is there elſe, but ceaſe theſe fruitleſle paines, 


And leaue me to my former languiſhing ? 
Faire Amoret muſt dwell in wicked chaines, 
And Scudamore here die with ſorrowing, 
Perdy not ſo, ſaid ſhe; for, ſhamefullthi 
It were abandon noble chemſaunce, 
For ſhew of perill, withoutventurzag : 
Rather ket try extremities of chaunce, 
Then enterptiſed praiſe for dread to diſauaunce. 


25 
Therc-with,reſoly'd to proue her vemoſt mi 
Her ample ſhicld ſhe threw before her face, 
And (her ſwords point direCting forward right) 
Aſſaild the flame, the which eftloones gaue place, 
Anddiditlelfe diuide with cquall ſpace, 
That through ſhe paſſed; as a thunder-bolt 
Pearceth the yielding ayre, and doth diſplace 
Theſoring y ona into {ad ſhowres ymolt; 
Soto her yold the flames, and did their forcereyolt. 
26 
Whom, when as Scudamore ſaw paſt the fire, 
Safe and vntoucht, he likewiſe gan aflay, 
With greedie will, and covious deſire, 
And bade the ſtubborne flames to yield bimway : 
But cruell Mmlciber would not obay 
His threatfull pride; but did the more augment 
His mighty rage, and his imperious ſway 
Him forc't (maulgre) his ficrceneſſe torelent, 
And back retire, all ſcorcht and pirtifully brent. 


o 
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27 
With huge impatience heinly ſwelt, 
More for greatſorrow that he could not paſs, 
Then for the burning torment which hefelt, 
That with fell woodneſle he effierced was, 
And wilfully him throwing onthe graſs, 
Did beatand bounſc his head and breaſt full ſore : 
The whules, the Championeſle now entred has 
The vtmoſt roome,and paſt the formoſt dore, 
The ytmoſtroome abounding with all precious ſtore. 
8 


2 
For, round about, the wals yclothed were 

With goodly Arras of great maieſty, 

Wouen with gold and filke {o cloſe and nere, 

That therich metall lurkedpriuily, 

As faining to be hid fromenvious eye; 

Yet here, and there, and cucry where vawares 

It ſhewed it ſelfe, and ſhone vowilliogly; 

Like adiſcolour'd Snake,whoſe hidden ſnares (clas 
Throgh the greene grals,his long bright burnuſht _— 


Era 
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And in thoſe Tapets weren faſhioned 
Many faire pourtraidts,, and thany a faire feate: 
And all of loue, and all of luſty-hed, 
As ſeemed by their ſemblaunt, did entreat; 
And cke all Cupids warres thiey did repeate, 
And cruell battels, which he whilome fought 
Gainſt allthe gods, to make his empire ns 
Befides the liuge maſſacres, which he wrought 


Oa rtiisfity Kings atid _— into thraldome brought. 


Therein was writ, how olies heinring Towe 
Had felt the poitit of his heart-pearcing dart, 
And letnuing heauens dome, here aid roue 
In ſtravge diſguiſe, to flake his —_— (mart; 
Now like a Ramn, faite Helle to 
Now like a Ball, Eurdp to wi drawe: 
Ah, how thefeatgfull Ladies tender heart 
Did lively teeme th tremble, when ſhe ſawe 
The huge ſeas vader het t rs her ſcruants lawe: 


Soone after thatinto a golden ſhowre 
Him-ſelfe be chang'd faire Dana? to vew, 
And through the roofe of her ſtrong braſen towre 
Did rainento herlap an hony dew, 
The whiles her fooliſh otitle, thar little knew 
Of ſuch deceipt, kept thYron Jorefaſt bard, 
And watchr, that none ſhould enter nor Mow) ; 
Vaine wasthe watch, and bootleſſe altrhe ward, 
When'as the god'to y_ _ kim tclfe rransfard. 


Then was heturnd into a owy Swan, 
To win faire Led to his louely trade : 
O wondrous $kill, and ſweet wit of the man, 
That her in daffadillies fleeping made, 
From ſcorching heather dainty limbs to ſhade: 
Whiles theproud Bird tuffing his feathers wide, 
And bruſhing his faire breaſt, did her inuade; 
She ſlept, yerewixther eye-lids cloſely age 
How towards her tie ruſhr, and ſmyled at has pri de. 


Then ſhew'd it, how the WW Semelee, 
Deceiv'd of icalous Two did require 
To ſec him in his foucraine mareſtee, 
Arm'd with histhunder-bolts and lightning fire, 
Whence Jeately ſhe with death bought her defire. 
But faire Alcmeia better march did make, 
Ioying his foue'tn hkeneſs moreentire ; 
Three nigh ghts ih 6ne, they (ay, tharfor her ſake 


He then did put, his _ Hull to partake, 


Twice was heſeenc in foarkay Eagles ſhape, 
And withwide wings to beatethe buxome ayre: 
Once when he with Afterie did ſcape 
Againe, when as the Trowane boy ſo faite 
He ſnatclitfrom 144 hill, ad wath him bare : 
Wondroiis delight it was, there to behold, 
How theride K+ afterhim did ſtare, 


TrenhliagehaagA Nut feaſt dowd hefalten ſhould, 


And oftetito g,to take (ater holde. 


In Satyres ſha WEE 
And hee whenhe. {mc : 


Whil —_— theſe ty 
The wingedbo ra tne age pls, 


Andi rr fonhearan'n 


And thou, faire Phebus, i in colours 
Waſt there coOwonen, and {ad 4 E 


In whichthat boy theepl ,for defpighe 
era ere = is onnefle, 
When ſhe with Firs v rin ioyfulneſle : 
For=thy hettirild thee with a dart, 

Toloue faire Daphne; which thee lowed lefle: 


Leffc ſhe thee lov'd, then Was thy iuft deſart; 
Yerwasthy louc her dcath, & her was thy ſmatr. 


So louedſtthouthe H3cn, 
So louedſtthou the faire Coronis deare * 
Yetboth are of thy hipteſs handerrind, 
Yerboth in flowres do line, and logethee brare; 
Ln _ —_— theother a fiveet breare ; 
or whereof, mp riratnrm bow 
Thegodk himiclfe y his ag 


And breaking quiretis girlond ever preene , 
vi en ate, 


Both for thoſe ro af om derfoce 
Theſonne of Clymens he didte 
Who bold ro guide i 
Himlſelfe in thotand py 


Forc'thim ttofollow other 
Andloues Sheptrards danger for ke ſt Dane. 


Heloued 1 - far his dearelf Gaine, 


And for er ſake her cirtell fed wwkile, 
Andfdrherfakea cowheard vile became, 
The ſcruant of Advneris cow-heard vile, 
Whiles tharfrom heauen ie ſuffered exits. 
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His ſea-horſes did ſeeme S. - IM amaine, 
And from theirnoſethrilles blowe the briny ſtreame, 
That madethe ſparkling waues to fmoake againe, 
And flamewith gold : but the white foamy creame 
Did ſhine with fiſuer, and ſhootforth his beame. 
The 20d himſelfe did eſcem and (ad, 
And hong adowne his head, as he did dreame: 
For, ow louc his breaſt empearced had; 
Ne ought, but deare Biſaltis, ay could make him glad. 


2 

— imedia dere, 

And Aeolastaire daughter Arne hight ; 

For whom he nanwnd —_ 

And fed on fodder, to beguile her ſight. 

Ao to winPeediow Copper gs 

Her turnd him ſelfc into a Dolphinfaire; 

And like awin horſehetooke his flight, 

To ſnaky-loc Meduſa reparc, 
On whom he gotfaire Pegeſwue, that flitteth in the ayre. 


Next Satwrne was, (but A. HT ener Weenes 
Thatlullein Saturne cuer weend tolouc? 
Yetloueis ſullcin, and Saturs-like ſecne, 

As he did for Erigene it prove.) 
Thattoa — oy lym ——_ 
So proov'dit t gracious of wine, 
When for to compalic Philbrgs hard loue, 
He rurnd bim felfe into a fruitful vine, 
And into her faire bolome made his grapes decline. 


44 
Long were to tell the amorous aſlayes, j 
And gentlepangy, with which he maked meeke 
The mighty Mars,tolearne his wanton playes : 
Howolt for Venus, and how oftcn ceke 
For many other Nymphes he ſore did ſhreek; 
With womaniſh teares, and with vowarlike (marts, 
Priuily moiſtening his horrid cheek. 
There was be painted full of burning darts, 
And many wide wounds lanced through his inward parts. 


45 

Ne did he ſpare(ſo cruell was the Elfe) 

His ownedearemother, (ah why ſhould hefo !y \ 

Ne did he ſpate ſometime to prick himlelfe, 

Thathe mightraſte the fweet conſuming woe, 

Which he had wrought, to many others moc. 

But, to declare the mournfull Tragedics, 

And ſpoiles, wherewith he all the ground did ſtrowe, 

More cath to number, with how many eyes - 
High heauen bcholds fad 9 ha nightly thecuerics. 


4 
Kings,Queenes, Lords,Ladics, Knights & Damzcls gent, 
Were heap't with the vulgar ſort, 
DD Een 
Withoutr or or port, ; 
Toſhew Dan Capidspowre and great Fort: 
Andround about, aborderwas entrayld 
Of doo —_ and a—_— m—— =_ 
And alon riucr through themrayld, 
So lacly and like Highevi Lnrr ny 


7 

And at the vpper cnd of FR "TR 

There was an Altar built of precious ſtone, 

Of paſſing valew, and of greatrenowme, 

On which there ſtood an Image all alone, 

Of maſhe gold, which with his owne light ſhone; 

And wings it had with colours dight, 

More ſundry colours, then the proud Pawone 

Beares in his boaſted fan, or Irs bright, (brighe 
When her diſcolourd boaw ſhe ſpreds heaucn 

8 
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Blindfold he was, and in his cruell fit 

A mortall boaw and arrowes keenedid hold, 

With which he ſhotat randon, when him liſt, 

Some headed with (ad lead, ſome with pure gold; 

(Ah man beware, how thou thoſe darts $a 

A wounded Dragon vnder him did lie, 

Whoſe ye res _ foot did enfold , 

And witha was eyther ©, 
That no man forth might — no ok HOW 


And vnderneath his feet a [FM thus, 
VYnto the Vittor of the gods this bee : 
Andall the people in That ample houſe 
Did to that image bow their humble knee, 
And oft commutted fowle Idolatree. 
T hat wondrous ſight faire Britomart amazed, 
Ne ſeeing could her wonder fatisfic, 
But euer more and morevpon gazed, X 
The whilcs the paſſing brightneſlc her fraile (caſes dazed. 
0 
Tho, as ſhe backward caſt bw buficeye, 
Toſearch cach ſecret of that Soodh ſted, 
Ouer the dore thus written ſhe lidfoye 
Be bold :ſhe oft and oftit ouer-read, 
Yet could not finde what ſenſe it figured: 
But what-ſo weretherein orwrit or ment, 
She was no whitthereby diſcouraged | 
From proſecuting of her firſt intent, 
Butforward with bolde ſeps into the next roome went. 
x , 
Much fairer, then the former, was that roome, 
Andrichlyer by many parts arrayd : 
For, notwith arras madcin painfull loome, 
But with pure goldit al was ouer-layd, 
Wroughtwith wild Anticks,which their follics playd, 
In the rich metal, as they liuing were : 
A thouſand monſtrous Grmes in weremade, 
Such as falſe loue doth oft ypon him weate. 
For, loue in thouſand monſtrous formes doth oft appeare, 


| 2 
And all abour, the gliſtring "We were hong 
With warlike ſpoiles, and with viQorious prayes 
Of mighty Conquerors and Capraines ſtrong, 
| Which were whylome captiucdin their dayes 1? 
To cruellloue, and wrought their owne decayes : 
Their ſwords & ſpeares were broke, & hauberques rent; A 
And theirproud girlonds of tryumphant bayes 
Trodenin duſtwih fury inſolent, 
To ſhew the Viltors might and mercilelſe incent, » 
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The warlike Mayd, Ln ea 
The goodly g=_ of this rich place, 


Did greatly wonder, te could ſatisfic 

Her greedy eyes with Sram a long ſpace : 

But more ſhe mernathd;thatno fooungs trace , 

Nor wight appear'd, but waſteful} emprinefle, 

And folemne filence oner all thatplace : 

Srange thing it feern'd, that none was to poſſeſſe 
$o rich purneyance, ne them keep with car fle. 


54 
And as ſhe lookr about, ſhe $14 behold, 
How ouer that farne dore was likewife writ 
Be bold, Be bold, and exery where Be bold; 
That much ſhe muz'sd, yer could nor confirne it 
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I 
J Ho,when as chexreleſſe Night ycouered had 
E Ms Fairc heaven with an wo. Joud, 

| BP Thatcucry wight,dimayd with darkneſſe (ad, 
$52 S2Þ 1D filence and in Dleepe themſelues did ſhroud, 
She heard a ſtwilling Tromper ſound alqud, 

S1gne of nigh bartell, or gorvitary; 

Nought therewith daunted was her courage proud, 
But rather ſtir#to cruel. enmity, 

ExpeQting eucr, when ſomefoe ſhe might deſcry. 


py 

With that, an hideous ſtorme of winde aroſe, 
With dreadfull thunder and lightoing atwizt, 
And an catb-quake,as.if it ſtreight would loſe 
The worlds foundations from his centre fixr ; 
A dircfull ſtench of ſmoke and ſulphuremixr 
Enſewd, whoſe nayancefild the fearcfull ſted, 
From the fourtkhoure of night yntill the fixt; 
Yer the bold Brieneſſe was nought } —y- 


Though muck emmov'd, but t ſtill perſeugred. 
3 
All ſuddenly aſtarmy whirlwind blew 
four thehoale, that clapped euery dore: 


—_ 
With which,thatiron wicket open flew , 
As it with rughity leuers had beentore ; 
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| < Ns Is EB) Amovet, through charms decayd. 


By any riddling sKill, or common wit. 
Artlaſt ſhe ſpide, atthatroomes vpper end, 
Another iron dore, on which was writ 


Be not too bold ; whereto thongh ſhe did bend 


Her carneſt mind, yet wiſt not what it mightintend. 


; Fs 
Thus there ſhe waited votill cuentide, 
Yer liuing creature none ſhe fawe 


And now {ad ſhadowes gan the wortd to hide, 
From mornull view, and wrap indarknefle dreare; 
Yern'ould ſhe d'off her weary armes, for ſcare 


Of lecretdanger,ne let] 
Her heauy eyes with Natures burdein deare, 
But drew her ſclfe aſide in fickernefle, 


And her wel-pointed weapons did about her dreſle. 
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And forth iſſewd, , as 00 the ready flore 

Of ſome Theatre; a grave perſonage, 
Thatin his hand a branch of land bore, 
With comely haucour and count'nance (age, 


s f 
MV 1: F 
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Ychad in coſtly gatments, fit for tragicke Stage: 


Proceeding to the midft, ke fl did ſtand, 
As if in mind he ſomewhathad to (ay ; 
And tothe vulgar beckning with his hand, 
In figne of ſilence, as to heare a Play, 
By lively aQtions he gan bewra 
Some argament of matter paſſioned; 
Which doen, he backe retyred ſoft away : 
And paſſing by, his name diſcoucred, - 
Eaſe, on his robe ur goldenterters cyphered. 


The noble mayd, Rl ard, all chis viewd, 
And meruald at his ſtrange intendiment; 
With that, a ioyousfellowſhip iſſewd 
Of Min(trals, making goodly nieriment, 
With wanton Bardes, and Ryrners |-r- aa 
All which rogethet ſung flill chearefully 
Alay of loues delight, with ſweerconcent: 
After whom, marchtaiolly company, 

In manner of a make, cnranged orderly. 
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The whiles a moſt delicious harmony, 
In full ſtrange notes was ſweetly beard to ſound, 
That the rare {weetnefle of the _ 
The feeble ſenſes wholly did confound, 
And thefraile ſoule 1n deepe delight nigh dround : 
And when it ccaſt ſhrilltrompers loud $a bray, 
That their report did farre away rebound, 
And when they ccaſt, it gan again to play, 
The whiles the maskers mrcholferth 10 trimatray. 


I - 

The firſt was Fancy, like a louel » 

Of rare aſpeR, and beauty «Fc peare 

Matchablc eyther to that impe of Troy, 

Whom Toxe did loue, and choſe his « — 

Or that ſame dainty lad, which was ſo deare 

To great Alcides, thatwhen as he dide, 

He wailed womanlike with many a teare, 

And eucry wood and cuery valley wide | 
He fild wich Hylesname; the Nywphes cke Hylas eride. 

8 


His garmentneither was of filke nor ſay, 
But painted plumes ,in goodly order dight, 
Like as the ſun-burnt Indians do array 
Their tawny bodies, in their proudeſt plight : 
As thoſe ſame plumes, ſoſcem'd he yaine and light, 
That by his gate might cafily a ; 
For, ſtill he fed as danang ia delight, 
Andin his hand a windy fan did beare, 
That inthe idle aire he mov'd ſtill here and there. 


And him befide marcht amovens Deſire, 
Who l{cem'd of riper yeares, then th'other Swainez 
Yet was that other ſwaine this elders ſyre, 
And gauec him being, common to them twaine : 
His garment was diſguiſed very vaine, 
And his cmbrodered Bonetſat awry ; 
Twixt both his hands few ſparks he cloſe did ſtraine, 
Which ſtill he blew, and kindled bufily, 
That ſoone they life conceiv'd, & forth in lunes did fly. 


10 

Next after him went Dowbt, who was yclad 

In adiſcolour'd cote,of ſtrange diſguiſe, 

That at his backe a brode Capuccio had, 

And ſlecues dependant Albaneſe-wiſe : 

He lookrt askew with his miſtruſtfull eyes, 

And nicely trode as thornes lay in his way, 

Or thatthe florceto ſhrinke he d1d auyſe, 

And on a brokenreed he ſtill did ſtay 
Has feeble ſteps, which ſhrunke, when hard thereon he lay. 


It 
With him went Danger, cloth'd inragged weed, 
Made of Beares skin, thathim more dreadfull made : 
Yet his owne face was dreadfull, ne did need 
Strange horror, to deform his griefly ſhade; 
Anetin th'one hand, and aruſty blade 
In th'other was: this Miſchiefe, that Miſhap ; 
With th'one his foes he threatned to inuade, 
With th'other hc his friends mentto enwrap ; 
For, whom he could not kill, he pratiz'drocnrap : 


12 

Next him was Feere, allarm'd from top to toe, 

Yet thonght haraſelfe notlafe enough thereby, 

But feard each ſhadow mouing to and fro: 

And his owne armes when glittering he did ſpy, 

Or claſhing heard, he faſt away did fly, 

As aſhes pale of hew, and wingy=hecld; 

And euermore on danger fixt has eye, 

Gainſt whom he alwaics benta brazen ſhueld,' 
Which his right hand ynarmed fearcfully did wield. 


I 
With him went Hope in ks a handſome Mayd, 
Of chearctull looke and louely to behold; 
Ta filken Gamite ſhe was light arrayd, 
And her faire Jockes were woucnvp in gold; 
She alway fmyl'd, andin her hand did hold 


An holy water Sprinkle, diptin deawe, 

With which ſhe 7 manners FFP} 

On whom ſhe iſt, and did great liking ſhewe; 
Great liking yato many, but true loue to fewe. 


T 
And afterthem Diſſemblence and Suſpedl 
Marchtin one ranke, yetan 
For, ſhe was gentle, and of milde af 
Courtcous to all, and ſceming debonaire, 
Goodly adorned, and cx: ex. wer : 


paire : 


-- 


Yet was that all but pain«cc, and purl '(haire 
And her bright browes weredeckt RS 
Her deeds were forged, and her words falſe coynd, 

And alwaics in her hand two clewes of filke ſhe twynd. 


I 
Bur he was foule,ill-favourel, and grim, 
Vander his eye-brows looking " 7roG ; 
And cuer as D:ſſemblance laught on him, 
He lowrd on her with dangerous eye-glance; 
Shewirg his nature 1n his countenance ; 
His rolhng eyes did ncuer reſt in place, 
But walkt 
Holding a lattice ſtill before his face; 


where, for feare of hid miſchaunce, 


Through which he ſtill did peepe, as forward he did paſe. 
16 


Next him went Griefe, and Fury matcht yfere; 
Griefe,all in ſable ſorrowfully clad, Y 


Downc-hanging his dull head, with heany chere, 
Cds 


Yer inly being more, then {i : 

A paire of pincers in his hand he had, 

With which he pinched people to the heart, 
Thatfrom thencefortha weetched life they lad, 


In wilfull languour and conſuming ſmart, 


Dying cach day with inward wounds of dolours dart. 


17 

But Fury was full ill appareiled 
In rags, that naked nigh ſhe did 
With ghaſtfull lookes and dreadtull drerihed; 
For, from her backe her garments ſhe did teare, 
And from her head oft rent her ſnarled heare : 
In her right band a fire-brand ſhe did tofſe 
About her head, ſtill roming hereand there; 
As a diſmayed Deere in chace emboſt, 


Forgatullof hu fey, hath biorightway lk 
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After them, went Diſpleaſure and Pledſance; 
He looking lompiſh and fullſujlewa fad, 
And hanging downe his heauy countenance 3 
She chearctyll freſh and fall of 1oyance glad, 
As if no {orrow ſhe ne felt, ne drad; 
That euill matched pare they ſeem'd to bee: 
An angry Waſpe th'one1n a viall had : 
Th'other in hersan hony-lady Bee; 


Thus marched theſe fixe couples forth in faire degree. 


I 

Aker all theſe, there marchr Sg faire Dame, 
Led of two gryſie villeins, th'one Deſpight, 
T he other cleped Cruelty by name : 
She dolefull Lady, like a dreary Spright, _ 
Cald by ſtrong charmcs out of eternall night, 
Had Deaths owne image figur'd mer face, 
Full of (ad fignes, fearctullto living fight 3 
Yet inthatkorror ſhew'd aſcemly grace, 

And with her feeble feet did moucacomely pale. 


20 

Her breaſt all naked, as netiuory, | 
Without adorne of gold or filuer bright, 
Wherewith the Craftel-man wonts it þeautifie, 
Of her dew honour was deſpoyled quight, 
And a wide wound therein (O ruckull ſight !) 
© *"trenched deepe with knite accurled keene, | 
Yet freſhly bleeding forth her faioting ſpright 
(The - of crucl hand) was to beleene, 


Thardydcio fanguinered her kin all ſnowy cleane. 


21 

At thatwide orifice ,hertrembling heart 
Was drawneforth, and in filuer bafin layd, 
Quite through transfixed with a deadly dart, 
And in her bloud yer teeming freſh embayd: 
And thoſe two villcins, which hcr fteps wird, 
When her weake feere could ſcarcely her luſtune, 
And fading vitall powers gan to fade, 
Her forward ſtill wth torture did conſtraine, 

And euermore encreaſed her conſumung painc. 


22 
Next after her, the winged God himſclfe 
Cameriding on a Lion raucnous, | 
Taught to obey the menage of thatElfe, 
That man and beaſt with powre imperious 
Subdeweth to his kingdometyrannous : 
His blindfold eyes he bade a while vabind, 
That his proud {poyle of that ſamedolorous 
Faire Dame he mightbeholdin perfeQt kind ; 
Which ſcene, he ms reioyced in his cruell mind. 


' 2 

Of which full proud, himſelfe vp rearing bye, 

Helooked round about with ſterne dildaines 

And did turuay his goodly company : 

And marſhaliing the cuill ordered traine, 

With that the darrs which hisright hand did ſtraine, 

Full dreadfully he ſhaoke that all did quake, 

And clapt on hic his colaured winges twaine, 

That all his many itaffraide did make: 
Tho, blinding him againe, his way he forth did take. 


24 
Behinde him was . Reproache, Repentance, S, ; 
Reproache heficſt Shows 4-4 | berg, 


Repentance feeble, ſorrowfull and lame: 

Reproache deſpightfull, carelefſe, and vakinde; 

_ m__ 1 fauourd, beſtiall, and blind; | 

Shane lowrd, Repentance figh't, Reproache did could; 

Reproache ſharpe ſtings, Repentance whips enrwyn'd, 

Shame burning brond-yrons in her hand did hold : 
All three to cach valike, yer all made in one mould. 


2 
Anketerdum,cratotiins - 
Of perſons flockt, whoſe names is hardtorcad: 
Emongſt them was ſterne Strife, and Angerftqur, 
Vriquiet Care, and fogd Y nthriftibead, ..*.'- 
Lewd Lofſe of Time, and Sorrow ſecming dead, 
Inconſtant Change, and falſe Diſlogaltie , | . 
Conſuming Rzotiſe, and guilty Dread : . 
| yo ns, » tant Infirmitie, 
Vile Powertie, and hſtly Death with infamie. 
IONS 


2 
There were full many moelikemaladics,;., - 
Whoſe names and natures In'otereadenwell; 
So many moe, as there bephantafies _ +. 
In wauering womens wit, . weary he tell, 
Or paines an loue, or puniſhments in hell; 
And which diſguiſed marchtin ing wiſe, 
Abour the thamber with that Damozell, 
Andthen returned (hauing marched thrice) 
Into the inner roome, from whence they firſt didriſe. 


27 
So ſoone asthey werein, the dore ftreight 
Faſt ieched. Abo with that ſtormy blaſt, 
Which firſt it opened ; and bore all away. 
Then the braue Maid, which all this while was plac't, 
In ſecret ſhade, and awe both firſt andlaſt, 
Iewed forth, and wentvnto the dore, 
To enter in, butfounditlocked faſt : 
Tt vaine ſhe thought with rigorous vprore 
For to efforce, when charmes had cloſed it afore. 
28 
Where force might not auaile, thereflceights andart 
She caſt _—_ both fit for hard emprize _ 
For-thy,from that lameroome notto depart 
Till morrow next, ſhedid her ſelfe auize, 
When that ſame Maske againe ſhould forth arize. 
The morrowe next 'd with ioyous cheare, 
Clog to their daily exerciſe, ; 
Then the, as morrowe freſh, her ſelfe didreare 
Out of her ſecrertſtand, thatday for ro out-weare, 


2 
All tharday ſhe out-wore in wadering, 
And gazing on that chambers ornament, 
Till that ag une the ſecond evening 
Her couercd with het fable yeſtimenr, 
Wherewith the worlds faire beauty ſhe hath blene : 
Then when theſecond watch was almoſt paſt, 
Thar brafen dore flew open, and in went 
. Bold Pritomert,as ſhe had late forecaſt, 
Neithcr of idleſhewes, nor of falſe charmes aghaſt, 


Q:; 
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Se ſoone as ſhe was adivelf town about 

She cit her eyes, to fee what was become 

Ot all thoſe petſons; which ſhe fawewmhout: 

But lo, they ſitzighrwerevanifhr all and ſorne, 

Ne huing wightſhe ſawe in all thatroome , 

Saue thatfatiie woeful Lady; both whofe hands 

Wete botinden faſt, that did herill become, 

And her finall waſte girrround with tron bands, 
Vnto a brazen pillottr, by the which fire ſtands. 


k 
And her before the vile "Ry. OED fate, 
Figuring ſtrange charaQers of his arr : 
— oud he _ rn 
Dr lly dropping from yin 4 
Seeming Fe dSick a cruell +. 
And all perforce to take her him to loue. 
Ah ! who can lone the worker of her ſmart ? 
. Athouſandcharmes he formerly didproue ; 
Yetthouland chirmes conld not her ſtedfaſt heart remoue. 


2 
' Soone as that virgin knight fe Gawein place, 
His wicked books in Paſte he cs 
Not caring his long labqurs to deface; 
And fiercely running to that Lady wrew, 
A murdrous knife out of his drew; 
The which he thought, forvilleinous deſpight, 
In her tormented body to embrew : 
Bur the ſtout Damzell to him leaping light, 
His curſed hand withheld, and mai his m1 


From her, to whom his fy firſt he ment, 
The wicked weapon raſhly he did wreſt; 
And turving to her ſelfe his fell intent, 
Vnwares it {trookeinto her ſnowy cheſt, 
Thartlirtle drops empurpled ber faire breaſt. 
Exceeding wroth therewith the virgin grew, 
Albe the wound were nothi 4 impreſt, 
And fiercely forth her mortall blade ſhe drew, 
To ginc him thereward for ſuch vile outrage dew. 


34 
So mightily ſne ſmore him, rhatto ground 
Hetell halfe dead; next ſtroke hym ſhould hanellaine, 
Had not the L:dy which by him ſtood bound, 
Dernely vnto her called to abſtaine, 
From coing him to dy. For, elſe her paine 
Should be remedilefle, ſith none but hee, 
W hich wrought it, could the farhie recurea ane. 
Therewith ſhe ſaid her hand, loth ſtaid ro bee; 
For, life ſhe him enuide, and longd renenge toſee : 


An to him fayd, Thou ali man, whoſe meed 
For ſo huge miſchuefe, and vile villaoy, q 
Is death, orif that ought do death exceed, 
Be ſure, thatnought may ſaterbcefrom to dy, 
Bur if charthou Nis Dame doe preſently 


Reſtore vnto her health, and former ſtate ; 
This doe and hve, ellc die vidoubredly. 
He glad of life, thatlooktfor death but Jare, 
Did yield humſclferight willifig ro protong tus date. 


6 
And riſing vp, gan ſtrei hero ouerlooke 
Thoſe curſed leaves, his charmes backe to reverſe; 
Full dreadfullthmgs out of that balefull booke 
He read, and meaſur'd many a ſad verſe, 
Thatborror gan the virgins heart toperſe, 
And herfaire lockes wp ated fiffe on end, 
Hearing him thoſe fame bloudy hnesrehearſe; 
Andall the while he tead, ſhe d1d extend 
Her ford high ouer him, if ought he did offend. 


7 
Anon ſhe gan perceine the kouſe to quake, 
And all the doresto rathke round ; 
Ycertall that did not her diſmaicd make, 
Nor ſlacke her threatfull hand for dout; 
Bur ſtill with ſtedfaſt eye and courage ſtout 
Abode, to weet what tend would come of all. 
Arlaſt, that mighty chaine, which round aboug 
Her tender waſte was wound, adowne gan fall, 
And that greatbrazen pillour broke in peeces ſmall. 


8 
The cruell ſteele which ehriſd her dying heart, 
Fell ſoftly forth, as of his owne accord : 
And the wide wound, which lately did diſpart 
Herblecding breaſt, and riuen bowels gor'd, 
Wascloſed vp, as it hadnotbeenbor'd ; 
And euery part to ſafery fall ſound, 
As ſhe were neuer hurt, was ſoone reftor'd. 
Tho, when ſhe felther ſclfe to be vnbound, 
And perfect wholc,proſtrate ſhefell vnto the ground : 


Before faire Britomant, ſhe x proftrate, 
Saying; Ah noble knight, what worthy meed 
Can wretched Lady, quitfrom wofull ſtate, 
Yield youin liew of | this your gracious deed ? 
Your vertue ſelfe her owne reward ſhall breed, 
Euen immoral! praiſe, and glory wide, 
Whach I your valall , by your proweſle freed, 
Shall through the world make to benorifide, 

And goodly well 2duance, that goodly well was tride. 


40 

But Britomart, vprearing her from ground, 

Sayd, Gentle Dame, reward enough Iweene 

For many l:bours more, then I haue found, 

Thus, that io {afery now T have you ſcene, 

And meane of your deliuerance have beene: 

Henceforth faire Lady comfort to you take, 

And putaway remembrance of late teene; 

In ſtead therof knowe, that yourlouing Make 
Hath no leffe griefe endured for your gentle fake. 


41 
She much. yas cheard to heare him mentiond, 
Whom pt all living wights ſhe loued beſt. 
Then laid the noble Championeſſe ſtrong hohd 
um apt gen ney ory had herdi 
So fore, and with foule outrages oppreſt: 
With thar great chaine, wherewith not long go 
He bound that pitious Lady priſaner, now releaft, 
Himlfelfe ſhe bound, more worthy tobe ſo, 
And captivewith herled to wretcheancffe and woe, 


Retur- 
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eA Vifion wpon this conceipt of the Faerie 
on QUVEENE- 


ME thought I fawe the Graue, where Laxralay, 
"= Wrhiathat Temple, where the veſtall flame 

Was wont to burne; and paſſing by that way, 

To ſec thatburied duſt of living fame, 

Whoſe tombe faire loue, andfarcer vertue kept, 

. All ſuddenly Iſawe the + aeene : 

At whoſe approachethe fo ' Petrarke wept, 
 Andfrom thenceforth thoſe Graces were not ieene. 
For, they this Queene attended, in whoſe iteed 
Obliuion laid bim downe on Laxras herlc : 

Herear the hardeſt ſtones were ſeenc to bleed, 

And proces of buried ghoſts the heauens did perſe ; 
Where Homer: ſpright did tremble all for griete, 
And curlt tiyaccelſle of that celeſtiall thiete, 


Another of the ſame. 


He praiſe of meaner wits this worke like profite brings, 
As doth the Cuckoes ſong delighe when Philumena tings. 
If thou halt formed right true Vertues face herein : 
Vertue her ſelfe can beſt diſcerne, to whom they written bin, 
]f thou haſt Beauty prayſd, let her ſole lookes dwine 
Iudge if eught therein be amiſs, and mend it by her cyne, 
If Chaſtitie want ought, or Temperance her dew, 
Behold her Princely minde aright, and wright thy Queene anew. 
Mecane while ſhe ſhall perceine, how farre - yertues ſore 
Abcue the reach of all that liue,'or ſuch as wrote of yore : 
And thereby will excuſe aud fauour thy good will : 
Whoſe vertue cannot be expreſt, but by an Angels quill, 
Of me nolinesare loy'd, norlettersare of price, 
Ofall which ſpcak our Engliſh congue,but thoſe of thy deuice, 


W. Rs 


Tothe learned Shepheard. 


" Ag I ſee by thy new taken take, 

ſome ſacred fury hath enricht thy braynes , 

That leades thy Muſe inhaughty verſe to make, 
and loath the layes that longs to lowely ſwaynes, 

That lifts thy notes from Shepbeards vnto kings, 

So like the lively Larke that mounting ſusgs. 


Thy 'ouely Roſolinde ſeemes now forlorne, 
and all thy gentle flockes forgotten quight. 
Thy changed heart now holdes thy pypesin ſcorne, 
thoſe prety pypesthat did thy mates delight; 
Thoſe truſty mates , that lowed thee ſo well, 


Tet as thou earſt with thy ſweet roundelayes, 
didſt ſtirre to vlee our laddes in homely bowers : 
So moughtſt thou now intheſe refyned layes, 
delioht the dainty eares of higher powers. 
And ſo mourht they intheir deepe ſcanning 5hjll 
Allow and grace owr Collins flowing quill. 


hem thor gau ft mirth : as they gaue thee the bell. 


And faire befall that Faery QueeneFf thine , 
in whoſe faire eyes loue links with vertue ſits ; 

Enfuſeng, by thoſe beautigs fiers diuine, 
ſuch high conceits into thy humble wits, 

Asraiſed hath poore paſtors oaten reedes, 

From ruſticke tunes,to chaunt heroique deedes. 


So mought thy Redcroffe Regt wh happy band 


vittorious be in that faire Tlands right , 
Which thou doeft vaile in type of Faery land , 


Elyza's bleſſed field, that Albion hight : 
That ſhields her friends, and warres her mighty foes, 
Yet ſtill with people, peace, and plenty flowes. 


But (iolly Shepheard) thourh, with pleaſing foils, 
thay feaſt the humour of the courtly traine 
Lot not conceit thy ſettled ſenſe beguile, 
ue daunted be through enwy or diſdaine. 
Swbiett thy doome to ber Empyring ſpright, 


* From whence thy Muſe, and all the world takes light. 


Hobyaoll, 
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"2+ $I - AT He rug ed forkead, that with eraueforeſight 
; T1 RS Wiclds kingdoms cauſes, & affaires of State, 
wel Pg My looſer rimes, I wote , doth ſharply wite, 
9 RH For prayſing loue as I baue done of Late, 
tying louers dearedebate3 


) « 'T 
J 4 


By whuch, fraile youth is oftro folly led, 
Through falſe allurement of thar pleaſing baite, 
That better were in yertues diſcipled, 
Then with yaine poems weeds to haue their fancics fed. 
2 


And ma 


Such ones ill judge of loue, that cannot loue, 
Nein their froſen hearrs feele kindly flame : 
For-thy they ought nor thing vnknowne reprone, 
Ne natural affettion faultleſſe blame, . 
For fault of few that haue abus'd the ſame. 
For, it of hohor and all vettue is 
The roote,aud brings forth glorious flowres of fame, 
Thar crowne true louers with ummorrall bliſs, 
The tnced of thetn that loue , and do not live amiſs. 


3 4 
Which whoſo bt look backe to former ages, 
And call to countthe things thatthen were fJonne, 
Shall find, that all the workes of thoſe wiſe ſages, ; 
And braue exploits which great Herbes wonne, 


In louewere cither ended or » "0 
Witneſſethe father of Philoſophic, 
Which to his Crities, ſhaded oftfrom ſunne, 
Of loue full many leſfons did apply, 
The whichtheſe Stoick Cenſours cannot well deny. 


Toſuch _—_— Idoe noting at all; ; 

But to that ſacred Saint my ſoucrai ucenc, 

In whoſe chaſte breaſt all "mon _—_— 

And treaſures of trucloue cnlocked beene, 

Boue all her ſexe thateuer yetwas ſeene; 

To her 1 fing of loue, that loueth beſt, 

Aand beſt is lov'd of all aliue I weene: 

To het, this ſong moſt fitly is addreſt, «6 | 
The Quecene of loue,& Prince of peacefrom heauen bleſt, 


5 
Which that ſhe may the better deigne toheare, 
Do thou drad infant, Yenus dearling doue, 
From her high ſpiritchaſe imperious feare, | 
And vſe of awetull Maieftieremoue : + . ; 
In ſtead whereof with of melting loue, 


From thy ſweet ſm motherfrom abouc, 
Sprinkle her heart, and haughty courage ſoften, 
That ſhe may hearke to lou, a reade this leffon often, 
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Canto LI 


Faire Britomart ſaues Amoret : 
Dueſſadiſcord breeds 

TwixtScudamonur and Blandamour : 
Their fight and warlike deeds. 
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Y My ſoftened heart ſo ſorely doth conſtraine, 
Thatl with teares full oft doe pitie it, 
And oftentimes doe wiſhit neuer had been writ, 


2 
For, from the time that Scudamovr her bought 
In penilous fight, ſhe neuer ioyed _ 
A perilous fight when he with force 
From twenty knights, that did him allaſfay : 
Yet fairely well he did them all diſmay : 
And with great glory boththe ſhield of loue, 
Andekethe Lady ſelte he brought away ; 
Whom hauing wedded as did him behoue, Dic had ſhe leuer with En 


3 
For, that ſame vile Enchaunter Buſyran, 


4 ; 
Seauen months he ſo her kept in bitter ſmart, 
Beeauſe his ſinfull luſt ſhe would not (ere, 
Vatill ſuch time as noble Britomart 


Marching 10 louely wiſe, that could deſerue 
 Noſpot of blame, though ſpite did oft aſſay 
To blot her with diſhonour of fs fairc a prey. 


<4 


LJ, 
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For,well ſhe wiit, as aue it was indeed, 
Thather liues Lord, and Patrone of her health, 
ier brought Right well deſerucd as his duefull meed, 
Her loue, her {eruice, and her ytmoſt wealth. 
All is his wſtly, thar all freely dealth : 
Nathleſſe her honour, dearer then her life, 
Sheſoughtto ſaue, as thing reſeru'd from ſtealth ; 


nters knife, 


A new vaknowen milchicfe did from him remouc. Then to befalſe in loue, profelt a virgine wife. 


8 
His will ſhe fear'd ; for him ſhe ſurely thought 
Tobe a man, ſuch as indeed he ſeemed; 
And much the more, by that he lately wrought, 
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x 
Flouers ſad calamities of old, Yetſhould itbeapleaſant EY totell 
» Full many piteous ſtories do remaine: The diucrſe vſage and demeanure daint, 
| But none more piteous euer was ytold, Thateach to other made, as oft befell. 
Then that of Amorets hart-binding chaine, For, Amoret right fearefull was and faint, 
And this of Florwmels vaworthy paine : Leſt ſhe with blame her honour ſhould arraint, 
The deare compaſſion of whoſe butter fit That every word did tremble as ſhe ſpake, 


And euery looke was coy, and wondrous quaint, 
And euery limbe that touched her did pony 
Yetcould ſhe notbut courteous countenance to her make. 
6 


» 


7 
Thereto her feare was made ſo much the greater 


Relcaſed her, that elſe was like to ſterue, When her from aneny emu cn. heredecmed, 
Through crueli knife that her deare heart did kerue. For which no {eruice ſhe too much eſteemed; 
And now ſhe is with her vpon the way, Yet dread of ſhame,an\ doubr of foule diſhonor, 


Made her notyeeld ſo much,as duc ſhe deemed. 
Yet Britomart attended duly on her, 
As well became aknight, and didto her all honor. 


| 


The very lelfe ſame day thatſhewas wedded, hong fine abufion of that Briton mayd : 
Amidſt the bridale feaſt, whul ſt euery man Who, for to hide hcr fained ſex the better, 
- Surcharg d with wine, were heedlefle and ill headed, And maske her wounded minde, both did and fayd 
All bent ro mirth before the bride was bedded, Full many things ſo doubtfull to be wayd, 
Brought in that Maske of loue which late was ſhowen: That well ſhe wiſt not whatby them to gheſle : 
And there the Lady ill of friends beſtedded, For, other whiles to her ſhe purpoſe made 
By way of ſport, as oftin Maskes is knowen, Of loue, and otherwhiles of luſtfulneſſe, 
Conucyed quite away to living wight vnknowen. That much ſhe fear'd his mind would growe to ſom excels, 


$ 
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9 
It ſo befell one evening, that they came 
Vnto a Caſtell, lodged there to bee, 
VVhere many a Knight, and many a Jouely Dame 
VVas then ſlemble , deedes of armes to ce : 
Amongſt all which was none more faire then ſhee, 
That many of them mou'd to eye her ſore. 
The cuſtome of that place was ſuch, that hee 
Which had no Loue nor Lemman there in ſtore, - 
Should cither winne him one, or lye without the dore. 


10 

Amongſt the reſt there was a iolly knight, 

Who beeing asked for his Loue, avow'd 

Thar faireſt Amoret was his by right, 

And offred that to iuſtifie alowd. 

The war-like Virgine, ſeeing his ſoprowd 

And boaſtfull chalenge, wexed inly wroth, 

But for the preſent did her anger ſhrowd; 

And (aid, her Loue to loſe ſhe was full loth, 
But either he ſhould neither of them haue,or both. 


It 

So forth they went, and both together giuſted ; 

Bur that ſame younkerſoone was over-throwne, 

And maderepent, that he had raſhly luſted 

For thing vnlawfull, that was not hisowne : 

Yetſith he ſeemed valiant, though vnknowne, 

She that no leſfle was courteous and ſour, 

Caſt how to ſalue, that both the cuſtome ſhowne 

Were kept, and yet that knight not locked our; 
Thatſcem'd full hard t'accord two things fo far in dout. 


13 
The Seneſchall was call'd to deeme the right: 
 Whomſherequir'd, that firſt faire Amoret 
Might be to herallow'd, as to a knight, 
That did her win,and free from engeſet 2 
Which ſtraight to her was yeelded without let. 
Then fith that ſtrange Knights loue from him was 
She claim'd thatto herſelfe, as Ladiesder, | (quitted, 
He as a Knight mughriuſtly be admitted: 
Sonone ſh be out-ſhur,fith all of Loues were fitted. 


I 
With that, her _—_ heleer ſhee valaced; 
Which Jofi her golden locks, that were vp-bound 
Still in a knot, vnto her heeles downe traced, 
And like a filken veile in compaſſeround 
About her back and all her body wound : 
Like as the ſhining sky in ſummers night, 
What timethe dayes with ſcorching hear abourtd, 
Is creaſted all with lines of firic light, 
That it prodigious ſcemes in common peoples ſight. 


I 
Such when thoſe Knights a Ladies all about 
Beheld her, all were with amazement ſmitr, 
And cuery one gan growe inſecret dout 
Of this and that, according to each wit. 
Some thought, that ſome enchauntment fainedit ; 
Some, that Bellong in that war-like wiſe 
Tothem appear'd, with ſhield and armour fit; 


Some, that it was a maske of ſtrange diſguiſe : 
Sodiuerſly each one did ſundry doubts dewſe. 


is 
But that young Knight, which through her gentle deed 
. . « rH 


Was tothat g y fellowthi 

Ten thouſand $ did yield her for hermeed, 
And doubly overcommen, her ador'd : | 

So did they all their former ſtrife accord; 

And eke faire Amoret, now freed from feate, 
More franke affection did to her afford, 

And to her bed, which ſhe was wont forbeare, 


Now freely drew, and found right ſafe affurance theare. 
16 


Where, all thatnight they of their Loges did treat, 
_ hard um rwixt re var alone, 
Thateach the other gan with paſſion 
And priefe-full red. artwers wowerl Ap ; 


The motrow next, ſo foone as Titan ſhone, 


They both yp-roſe, and ro their waies them dight: 


Long wandred they, yetneuer met with one 
Thar to their willes could them direQ aright, 
Or to them tydings tell, that mote their harts delight. 
1 


7 
Lo, thus they rode, till atthelaſtthey ſpide 
Two armed Knights, thattoward them did paſe, 
And each of them had riding by his fide 
A Lady, ſeeming in fo farre a : 
But Ladies none they were, in face 
_- _ ——— beare3 
or, vnder maske of beauty and » 
Vile treaſon and foule falshood {cry 
That moteto none but to the wary wile appeare. 
8 


I 
The one of them, the falſe Dueſſa hight, 
IUY = chang'd her former wonted hew : 
r, ſhe could d'on ſo many ſhapes in ſight, 
As cuer could Chamelcon colours —_— 
So could ſhe forge all colours, {aue the trew. 
The other, no whit better was then ſhee, 
But that ſuch as ſhe was, ſhe plaine did ſhew 
Yet otherwiſe much worle, if worſe might bee, 
And daily more offenfiue ynto each degree. 


I 
Her name was Ate, mother * debate, 
And all difſenfion, which doth daily 
Amongſtfraile men, that many a publique ſtate 
And many apriuate oft doth over-thtowe. 
Her, falſe Dueſſa, who full well did knowe 
To bemoſt fit to trouble noble knights 
VVhich hunt for honour, raiſed from belowe, 
Our of the dwellings of the — R 
Where ſhe in darknes waſtes her curſed dai 


20 


VVhich puniſh wicked men, that walke amiſs : 
It is9a ome delue fatre vnder 

With thornes and barten brakes enuirond round, 
TAO CTIN 

Yet many waies to enter may befound, 

But none to iſſue forth when one is in : 


NIN 


and nights. 


There where-as all the plagues and harmes abound, 
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And all within, the riven walles were hung, 
VVith ragged monuments of mes fore-paſt ; 
All which, theſad eftefts of diſcordſung : : 
There were rentroabes, and broken ſcepters plac't, 
Altars defil'd, and holy things defac't, 
Disſhiuered ſpeares, and ſhields ytorne in twaine, 
Great Cities ranſackr, and ſtrong Caſtles ras't, 
Nations captiued, and huge armies {laine : 
Of all which ruines there ſomereliques did remaine. 


22 

There was the figne of antique Babylon, 

Of farall Thebes, of Rome that raigned long, 

Offacred Salem, and ſad Ion, 

For memory of which, on high there hong 

The golden Apple {cauſe of all their wrong) 

For which the three faire Goddefles did ſtruc: 

There alſo was the name of Nymrod ſtrong, 

Of Alexander, and his Princes fiue, 
Which ſhar'd to them the ſpoyles that he had goraliue. 


2 
And there the reliques ofthe drunkenfis : 
Thewhich amongſt the Lapithees befell, 
And of the bloudy feaſt, which ſent away 
So many Centaures drunken ſoules to hell, 
That vnder great Alcidesfurie fell: 
And of the diſcord, which did driue 
The noble Argenautsto out-ragefcll, 
That each of hte ſought others to depriue, 
All mindlefſe ofthe Golden-fleece,which made the ſtrive, 
24 
And cke of priuate perſons many moe, 
That —_ _ worke £ count them all ; 
Some of ſworne friendes, thatdid their faith forgoe ; 
Some of borne brethren, prov'd vnnaturall; 
Some of deare Louers, focs perpetuall : 
Witneſle their broken bands thereto be ſcene, 
Theirgirlonds rent, their bowres deſpoyled all; 
The moniments whereof there byding beene, 
As plaine as atthe firſt, when they were freſh and greene. 


25 
Such was her houſe within ; bur all withour, 
The barren ground was full of wicked weedes, 
Which lhee her ſelfe had ſowen all about, 
Now growen great, at firſt of little leedes, 
The ſcedes of cuill words, and faftious deedes; 
Which when tor educthey growen are, 
Bring forth an infinite increaſe, that breedes 
Tumultuous trouble, and contentious 1arre, 
The which moſt often end in bloud-ſhed and in warre. 
26 
And thoſe ſame culed ſeedes doe alſo ſerue 
To her for bread, and yicld her liuing food: 
For, life it is to IN on , 
Through miſchicuous y feood, 
That ſheemay ſuck their life, and drink their blood, 
With which ſhe from her childhood had been fed. 
For, ſhee art firſt was borne of helliſh brood, 
And by infernall Furies nounſhed, 
Thatby her monſtrous ſhape might eafily bered, 


27 
Her face moſt foule and filthy was to ſee, 
With ſquinted eyes contrary waies intended, 
And loathly mouth, vameet a mouth to bee, 
That a but gall and venim comprehended, 
And wicked words, that God and man offended: 
Her Ying tongue was in two parts diuided, 
And both the parts did ſpeake, and both contended; 
And as her tongue, ſo was her hart diſcided, 
That necucr thongs onething,but doubly ſtill was guided, | 
8 
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Als as ſhee double ſpake, ſo heard ſhe double, 

With matchlefle cares deformed and diſtort, 

Fild with falſe rumors and ſeditious trouble, 

Bredin aſſemblies of the vulgar ſort, 

That ſtill are led with cuery light report. 

And as her cares, ſo cke herfeet were odde, . . 

And much vnlike;th'one log, the other ſhorr, 

And both miſplac't; that whenth'one forward yode, 


The other back retired, and contrary trode. Y 
39 
Likewiſe vnequall wereher handes twaine: T 


That one did reach, the other puſht away; 
That one did make, the other mard againe, 
And ſought to bring all things vato decay ; 
V'Vhereby great riches, gathered many aday, 
She in ſhortſpace did often bring to nought, 
Andtheirpoſleſſours often did diſmay. 
For, all her ſtudy was, and all her thought, (wrought. 
How ſhee might overthrowe the things that Concord Sc 


©) 
So much her malice did has might ſurpaſs, T 
That cuen th'Almighty ſclfe ſhe did maligne, 
Becauſe to man ſo mercifull he was, 
Andvnto all his creatures ſo benigne, 
Sith ſhece her ſelfe was of his orace indigne : 
For, all this worlds faire was. nor ſhe ride, 
Vato his laſt confuſion to bring, 
And that preat golden chainequiteto diuide, 
With which it blefled Concord hath together tide, V 


I 

Such was that hag, which wich Dueſſa rode ; v1 

And ſeruing her in her malicious vſe, 

To hurt good knights, was as itwere her baude, 

Toſell her borrowed beauty to abuſe. 

For, though like withered tree, that wanteth iuyce, 

Shee old and crooked were, yet now of late, 

As freſh and fragrantas the Flowre-deluce 

Shee was become, by change ofher eſtate, | 
And madefull goodly ioyance to hernewfound mate, Tl 


2 
Her mate heewas aiolly yourkfull Knight, N; 
Thatbore great {way 1n armes and chiualrie, 
And was indeed a man of muckle might : 
His name was Blandamovr, that did deſcry 
His fickle mind full of inconſtancie. 
And now himſelfc he fitred had rightwell, \ 
With two companions of like qualitie, 
Faithleſſe Dueſſa, and falſe Paridell, _ | 
Thatwhether were more falle, full bardit is to tell, X He 
ow 


ow 
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Now when this gallant, wich his goodly crew, 
From farre elpide the famous Pritomart, 
Like knight adventurous in outward view, 
With his faire Paragon (his conqueſts part) 
Approching nigh, cftſoones his wanton hart 
Was tickled with delight, andicſtiog laid; 
Lo there, Sir Paridel,, tor your deſart, 
Good lucke preſents you with yond louely rmayd, 
For pitty that ye wanta fellow for your ayd. 


4 
By thar, the louely paire hes nighto hond: 
Whom when as Parzdell more plainc beheld, 
Albe in hart he like affetion fond, 
Yet nundfull how he late by one was feld, 
That did thoſearmes and that ſame ſcutchion weld, 
+ Hchad ſmall luſtto buy his Loueſo deare: 
But anſwerd, Sir, him wiſe I neuer held, 
That hauing once eſcaped perill neare, 
VYould afterwards afreſh the ſleeping cuill reate. 


F 
This knight too late his ey and his might 
I did affay, that me right dearely coſt; 
Ne liſt I for revenge prouoke new fight, 
Ne for lightLadies loue, that ſoone1s loſt. 
The hot-{purre youth ſo ſcorning to be croſt, 
Take then to you this Dame of mine, quoth he, 
Ahd I without your peril! or your coſt, 
Will chalenge yond1ame other for my fee: 
So forth he fiercely prickt, that one him ſcarce could ſee. 
6 


The warlike Britonneſſe "W. addreſt, 
And with ſuch vacouth welcome did receaue 
Her fayned Paramour, her forced gueſt, 
That becing forc't his ſaddle ſoone to leaue, 
Himſclfe he did of his new Loue deceaue : 
And made himſelfe — of his folly. 
VVhich done, ſhe paſſed forth not taking leaue, 
And left him now as ſad,as whilomeiolly, 

VVell warned to beware with whom he dar'd todally. 


7 
VVhich when his other cnm—_y beheld, 
They to his fuccour ran with — : 
And finding him vynable onceto weld, 
They reated him on horſe-back,ar.d vp-ſtayd, 
Till on his way they had him forth conuayd: 
Andall the way with wondrous griefe of mind 
And ſhame, hee ſhew'd himſelfe to be diſmayd, 
More for the Loue which he had left behind, 
Then that which he had to Sir Paridel refign'd. 


8 

Nath'leſle, he forth did a well as he might, 
And made good ſemblance to his company, 
D:\lembling his diſeaſe and euill plighe; 
Till that ere long they chaunced to 
Two other knights zthat towards them did ply 
With ſpeedy courſe, as bentto charge them new, 
VVhom, when as Blandamovur, approching nic, 
Perceiu'd to be ſuch as they rats to VIeW, 

Hee was full wo, and gan his former griefe renew. 


For, th'one of them he pertectly deſcnde 
To be Sir Scudamore, by that he bore | 
The God of Loue, with wings diſplayed wide; 
VVhom mortally he hated cucrmore, 
Both for his worth (that all men did adore) 
And cke becauſe his Loue he woane right: 
VVhich when he thought, it grieued im full ſore, 
That through the bruzes of hus former fi 

He now vnable was to wreake his old deſpight. 


40 
For-thy, he thus to Paridell beſpake, 
Faire Sir, offtiendſhip let me riow you pray, 
Thatas I late adventured for your Cle, 
The hurts whereof me now battell ſtay, 
Yeewill me now with like good turnerepay, 
And iuſtifie my cauſe on yonder Knight. 
Ah Sir! ſaid Paridell, doe not diſmay 
Your ſelfe for this; my ſelfe will for you fight, 
As yee hauc done for mee: the lefthand rubs the tight, 


41 
VVith that, he put his ſpurres vnto his ſteed, 
With ſpeare 1n reſt, and toward him did fare, 
Like ſhaft out of a boaw preventing 
But Scudamore was ſhortly well aware 
Of his approche, and gan himſelfe prepare 
Him to recciue with entertainment meet. 
So furiouſly they mer, that cither bare 
The other downe vnder their horſesfeete, 
That what of them became, themſelues did ſcarcely weete. 


42 
As when two billowes in the Iriſh ſowndes, 
Forcibly driuen with contrary tydes, 
Doe meet together, cach abackrebowndes | 
VVithrori c; and daſhing on all fides, 
That Glleth ll the ſea with fome, diuides 
The doubtfull current into diuers waics: 
So fell thoſe two in ſpight of both theirprides; 
But Scudamowr himſelte wr rs ns 


And mounting light, his foe forlying long vpbraics. 


4 
Who, rolled on an heape, Lay fil in wound, 
— of = =_ and bitter raile : 
Ti the reſt him ſeei on ground, 
Ran haſtily, to — _ 
Where, finding thatthe breath gan himto faile, 
With bufie care they ſtrouc him to awake, 
And doft his helmet, and vndid his maile : 
So much they did, thatatthe laſt they brake 
His ſlumber, yerſo mazed, that he nothing ſpake. 


44 

Which when-as BLondfamowr beheld, he ſaid, 
mare ammanns 1 9-4-7 "1 OM 
And foule advantage this good kni iſmaid, 
7 TO 06 es} ighty 
Well falles it thee that I am notin pli 
This day, to wreake the damage by thee donne : 
Suchis yam tr res. ous, A 


Is weakned, then dooſt him over-ronne; 
HM , ſelfe falſe honour often wonne. 
2. 
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Hee little anſwer'd, but in manly hart 
His mighty indigaatioa did torbearc; 
Which was not yet ſo ſecret, but ſame part 
Thereof did in his frowning face appeare : 
Like as a gloomy clowd, the which doth beare 
An hideous ſtorme, is by the Northerne blaſt 
Quitc over-blowne, yer doth notpaſle ſo cleare, 
But that itall thesky doth —_ 

With darknes drad, and threatens all the world to waſt. 


46 
Ah! gentle knight, then falſe Dueſſa ſaid, 
V Vhy doe ye ſtriue for Ladics loue lo ſore, 
Whole chicftedeſire is loue and friendly ayd 
Mongſt gentle Knights to nouriſh eucrmore? 
Ne be ye wroth Sir Scudamore therefore, 
That ſhe your Loue liſt louc another kmght, 
Ne doc your felfe diſlike a whit the more; 
For, louc 1s free, and led with(clfe dehghr, 
Ne will enforced be with maiſterdome or nught. 


47 

So falſe Dueſſa: butvile Ate thus ; 

Both foobſh Knights, I can but laugh at both, 

That ſtrzue and ſtorme with ſtirre out-zageous, 

For her that each of you alike doth loth, 

And loues another, with whom now ſhe go'th 

In louely wile, and ſleepes, and ſports, and playes 3 

Whilſt both you herewith many acwred oth, 

Sweare ſhe is yours, and ſtirre vp bloudy frayes, 
To win a Willow-bough, whil other weares the Bayes. 


48 
Vile hag, ſayd Scudamore, why dooſtthou lye ? 
And talſly ſeck'ſt avertuous wightto ſhame 2 
Fond Knight, ſaid ſhee, the thing that with this eye 
T ſaw, why ſhould I doubt to tell the ſame ? 
Then tell, uoth Blandamovr, and feare no blame, 
T<ll what thou ſaw'ſt, maulgre who-ſo it heares. 
Iſfaw, quoth ſhe, a ſtranger Knight, whoſe name 
I wote not well, but in his ſhield he beares 
(Thatwell I wotc) the heads of many broken ſpeares. 


4 
IT faw him hane your tas, at will, 

I aw him kifle, I aw him herembrace, 

I ſaw him fleepe with her all night his fill, 

All many nights, and many byin place, 

That preſent were to teſtihe the caſe. 

Which when as Scudamore did heare, his hart 

Was thrild with inward griefe, as when in chace 

The Parthian ſtrikes a Stag with ſhiuering dart, 
The beaſt aſtoniſht ſtands in nuddeſt of his (mart. 


fs) 
So ſtood Sir Scudamore FA this he heard; 
Ne word he bad to (peake for great diſmay, 
Butlookt on Glawce grim, who worx affeard 
Of out-rage for the words which ſhe heard lay, 
Albe vntruc ſhe wiſt them by aſlay. 
But Blandamour, when-as he did eſpy 
His change of cheare, that anguiſh did bewray, 
He wox full blithe, as he had got thereby, 
And ganthereatto triumph without victorie, 


(1 
Lo, recreant, ſaid he, the fruitleſle end 
Of thy vaine boaſt, and ſpoyle of loue m_—_— 
Whereby the name of knight-hood thou dooſt ſhend, 
And all true Louers with dishonourblotten : 
All things not rooted well, willſoone berotten. 
Fie, fie, Elſe knight, then falſe Dueſſe cryde, 
Vaoworthy life that loue with guile haſt gotten 3 
Be thou, where-cuer thou doc goe or ride, 


| Loathed of Ladhes all, and of all Knights defide. 
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But Scudmore (for paſſing greatdeſpight) 

Stud not to aunlwer, (carcely did retrune, 

Bur that in all thoſe _ and Ladies fight, 

H- for reuenge had gwltlefle Glawceflaine : 

But beeing paſt, he thus began amaine; 

Falſe trayrour Squire, falſe Squire of falleſt Knight, 

Why doth mine hand trom thine avenge abſtauine, * 

Whole Lord hath done my Loue this Gale deſpight? 
Why doc I not itwreake,on thee,now in my might? 


s 
Diſcourteous, diſloyall NT 
Vatrue to God, and vatu man yniuſt, 
V Vhat vengeance due can equall th deſart, 
That haſt with ſhametull [pot of finfull luſt 
Defil'd the pledge commurred to thy truſt ? 
Let vgly ſhame, and endlefle infamy 
Colour thy name with foulereproaches ruſt. 
Yet thou falſe Squire has faultthalt deare aby, 
And with thy puruliyment his penanceſhalt (upply. 


54 
The aged Dame him ſecing to enraged, i 
Ws dead with fcare;-nath'lefle as need required, 
His flaming furic ſought to haue aflwaged 
VVith {ober words, = {\ufferance defired, 
Till time the tryall of hertruth expired: 
And euermore ſought Britomart to cleate. 
But he the more with furious rage was fired, 
And thrice hus hand to kall her did vpreare, 
And thrice he drew itbacke : fo did at Laſt forbeare. 
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Was alwaies ——_— the wauering wind, 


« 1 5 
hos Irebrind of Hell, firſt rind in Phlegeton, Which, when as Blandamour (whole fancie light 
_ 


And (crit all on fre (by force vaknown) 
Is wicked Diſcord; whole (mall{parks, once blowne, 
None but a God, or ——_ man canf}ike ; 
Such as was Orpbess, that when ſtrife was grown 
Amongſt thofe famous impes of Greece, did take 
His Glues Harp 


Afﬀeer each beau appear'd 1a fight 
Bcheld, chlooad apricke his ar. Sa 
With ſting of luſt, that reaſoas eye did blind, 
Thatto Sir Paridell thele words heſent; 

Sir knight, why ride yedumpiſh thus behind, 
Since ſo good fortune doth to you prelent 


in hand, and ſhortly friends them wake. So faire aſpoyle, to miake you ioyous meximent ? 
6 


2 
Or ſuch as that celeſtiall Pſalmiſt was, But Paridef, that had too late a triall 


That when the wicked ficnd his Lord tormented, 
With heauenly notes, that did all other paſs, 
The out-rage of his furious fitrelented. 
Such mukickis wiſe words with time concented, 
To moderate ſtiffe mindes, diſpos'd to ſtriue : 
Such as that prudent R omane well invented, 
What time his people into parts did riue, 
Them reconcil'd againe, and to their homes did driue. 


Ofthe bad iflue of his counlell vaine, 

Liſt not to harke, bur made this faire deniall; 

Laſt turne was mine, well proucd to my paine: 

This now be yours, God {end you better gaine. 
Wholeſcoffed words he taking halfe in ſcorne, 
Fiercely forth prickr his ſeed, as in diſdaine 

Againſt that Knight, ere he him well could torne; | 
By meanes whereof, he bath him lightly over-borae. 


7 
Such vs'd wiſe Glezce to "Yu wrathfull Knight, Who, with the ſuddaive ſtroke aſtoniſhi ſore, 
Tocalme the tempeſt of his troubled thought: Vpon the ground awbule in flumberlay ; 
Yet Blandamowr, with tearmes of foule deſpight, The whiles, his Loue away the othe bore, 
And Paridell her ſcornd, and ſetatnought, And ſhewing ber, did Paridell vpbray ; 
And old and crooked, and not good for ought. Lo, luggiſh Hom rm Vidtors happy pray : 
Both they vnwiſe, and wareleſle of the euill, So fortune friends the bold. Whom Paridell 
That by themſelues, vnto themſelues is wrought, Seeing ſo faire indeed (as he did ſay) 
Through thatfalſe Witch, and that foule aged dreulll, His wihconcay grace fork, | 
The one a fiend, the other, an incatnate deuill. Andinly grudgeat him, - had ſped fo well. 
4 _ 
With whom, as they thus rode accompanide, Nathl'eſle, ons manhimſclfe the other deemed, - 
They were encountred of a luſtie Knight; Hauing worn ye arr 
That had a goodly Lady by his fide, For, ſurethefaireſt Florimell im ſcemed, 
Tender Likance and delight: To him wasfallen for bis happy lot, 
It was to weet the bold Sir Ferravgh hight, Whoſe like aliue on earth be weened not : 
He that from Breggadocchio whilomereft, Therefore he her did court, did ſerue, did wooc, 
The ſnowy Florimel, whole beauty bright With bumbleſt ſuit that he imagine mor 


Made him ſeeme happy for ſo glorious theft; 


And all things did deuiſe, and all things doo, 


Yet was it indue triall but a wandring welt. Thar might her love prepare, and liking wintheretoo- "Y 
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Shee, in regard thereof, him recompenc't 

With golden words, and goodly countenance, 

And ſuch fond fauours ſparingly diſpenc't: 

Sometimes him bleſſing with alight eye-glance, 

And coy lookes tempring with looſe dalliance ; 

Some-rmes eſtranging himin ſterner wiſe, 

Thathauine caſt hum 1n a fooliſh trance, 

Hee ſeemed brought to bed in Paradiſe, (wiſe. 
And prou'd hamſclfe moſt foole, in what hee ſeem'd moſt 


10 

So great amiſtreſſe of her art ſhee was, 
And perfectly pratiz'd in womans craft, 
Thatthough therein himſelfc he thought to paſs, 
And by his falſe allurements wylicdratr, 
Had thouſand women of their loue beraft, 
Yertnow he was ſurpriz'd : for, that falſe ſpright, 
Which that ſame Witch had in this forme engraff, 
Was ſo expert in cuery {ubtile ſlight, 

Thatit could over-reach the wiſeſt carthly wight. 
II 

- Yerheeto her did daily ſeruice more, 
And daily more deceiued was thereby ; 
Yet Paridell him envied therefore, 
As {ceming plac't in ſole felicitie : 
So blind is Juſt, falſe colours to deſcry. 
But Ateſoone diſcoucring his defire, 
And finding now fit opportunity 
To ſtirvp pq oue, and ſpight, andre, 

Did priuly put coales vnto has lecret fire. 


12 
By ſundry meanes there-to ſhe prickthim forth; 
Now with remembrance of thoſe {pighttull ſpeaches, 
Now with opinion of his owne more worth, 
Now with recounting of like former breaches 
Made in their friendſhip, as that Hag him teaches : 
And euer when has paſſion is allayd, 
She itreviues, and new occaſion reaches : 
That on a time, as they together way'd, 
Hee madchim open chalenge, and thus boldly ſayd: 
I 


Too boaſtfull Blandamoyr, _s long I beare 
The open wrongs thou dooſt mee day by day; 
Well know'ſt thou, when we friendſhip firſt did ſweare, 
The couenaunt was, that euery ſpoyle or pray 
Should equally befſhar'd berwixt vs tway : 
Where is my partthen of this Lady bright, 
VVhom to thy ſelfe thou takeſt quite away ? 
Render thercfore therein to me my right, 


Or anſwere for thy wrong, as ſhall fall out in fight, 
: . 


4 

Exceeding wroth thereat was Blandamour, 

And gan this bitter anſwere to him make; 

Too fooliſh Paridell, that fayreſt lowre 

Would'ſt gather faine,and yet no paines would'ſttake : 

But not ſo caſfie will I herforlake ; 

This hand her wonne, this hand ſhall her defend. 

With that, they gan their ſhiuering ſpeares to ſhake, 

And deadly points at cithers breaſt to bend, 
Forgetfull cach to haue been cuer others friend. 


CRE 


I 
Their firy ſteeds, withſo ths ZN force, 
Did beare them both to fell avenges end, 
That both their ſpeares with pirtiſeſſe remorle, 
Through ſhield and maile, and haberjeon did wend, 
Andintheirfleſh a grieſly paſſagerend, 
That with the furic of thar owne affrer, 
Each other horſe and man to ground did ſend ; 
VVhere lying ſtillawhale, both did forget 
The perilous preſent ſtound, in which therr lives were ſa; 
; 6 


I 
As when two warlike Brigandines at ſea, 
VVith murdrous weapons arm'd to cruell fight, 
Doe meet together onthe watry lea, 
They ſtemmeeach other with lo fell deſpight, 
That with the ſhock of their owne heedlefle might, 
Their woodden ribs are ſhaken nigh aſunder ; 
They which from ſhorebchold the dreadful fight 
Of flaſhing fire, and hearethe ordenance thonder, 
Do greatly ſtand amaz'd at ſuch vynwonted wonder. 


17 
Arlength, they both vpſtarted in amaze; 
As men awakedraſhly out of dreme, 
And round about themſelues awhile did gaze, 
Till ſceing her, that Florimell did ſeeme, 
In doubt to whom ſhe victory ſhould deeme, 
There-with their dulled ſprighrs they edg'd anew, 
And drawing both their ſwords with rape extreeme, 
Like two mad maſtiftes, each on other flew, (hew. 
And ſhields did ſhare, and mailes did raſh, and helmes did 
18 
So furiouſly each other did aflaile, 
As if their ſoules they wouldattonce haucrent 
Our of their breaſts, that ſtreames of bloud did raile 
Adowne, as if their ſprings of life were ſpent; 
That all the ground with purple bloud was ſprent, 
And all their armours ſtaind with bloudy gore: 
Yetſcarcely once to breathe would they relent; 
So mortall was their malice and ſofore, 


Become of fayned friendſhip which they vow'd afore. 


I 
And that whichis for Lala beſitring, 
To ſtintall ſtrife, and foſter friendly peace, 
Wasfrom thoſe Damesſo far and ſo valitting, 
Asthatin ſtead of praying them ſurceaſe, 
They did much morethear cruelty encreaſe; 
oe. AY fight for honour of their loue, 
And rather die then Ladies caule rcleaſe. 
With which vaine termes ſo much they did them moue, 
That both reſoly'd the Liſt extremuties to proue. 
20 
There they (I weene) would fightvntill this day, 
Had not a Squire (cuen he & Squire of Dames) 
By = adventure trauclled that way ; 
Who ſeeing both benttoſo bloudy games, 
And both of old well knowing by their names, 
Drew nigh, to weet the cauſe of their debate: 
And firſt, layd on thoſe Ladies thouſand blames, 
That did notſecke t'appeale their deadly hate, 
But gazed 0n their harmes, not pittying thear eſtate. 
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21 
And then, thoſe Knights he humbly did beſcech 
To ſtay their hands, till he awhile had ſpoken : 
Who look a little vp at that his {peech, 
Yet would not let therr battell ſo be kroken,.. 
Both greedy fierce on other to be wroken. 
Yet he to them {o earneſtly did call, 
And them comur'd by ſome well known token, 
That they at laſt,their wrothtull hands lerfall, 
Content to heare him ſpeake, and glad toreſt withall. 
2 


2 

Firſt, he defir'd their cauſe of ſtrife to ſee : 

They laid, it was for loue of Florimell. 

Ah! gentle knights, quoth he, how may that bee, 

And ſhefo farre aſtray, as none can tell. 

Fond Squire, tull avgry then ſaid Paridell, 

Secſt notthe Lady ther: beforethy face ? 

Hee looked backe, and her avifing well, 

VVecnd as he {aid,by that her outward grace, 
That fayreſt Florimell was preſent there 10 place. 


w, 
Glad man was heto ſeethatioyous fight 


(For, none alive but ioy'd 10 Florimell) 

And lowely to her loutng, thus behight; 

Faireſt of faire, that faireneſle dooſt excell, 

This happy day I haueto greet you well, 

In which youlafe | ſce, whom thouſand late 

Miſdoubred loſt through miſchiefe that befell; 

Long may you liue in health and happy ſtate. 
Shee little aunlwes'd him, burlightly did aggrate. 

2 


4 
Then, turning to thoſe Knights, he gan anew; 
And you Sir Blandamour and Paridell, 
That for this Lady preſent in your view, 
Hauerays'd this cruell warre and out-ragefell, 
Certes (mee ſeemes) been not adviſed well : 
But rather ought in tricnd(hip for her ſake 
To ioyne your force, their forces to repell 
That lecke pcrforce her from you both to take; 
And of your gorten ſpoyle, their owne triumph to make. 
2 


5 

There-art, Sir Blzndamozr, with count'nance ſterne, 
All full of wrath, thus fiercely him beſpake ; 
Aread, thou Squire, that I the man may learne, 
That dare fro mee thinke Florimell to take. 
Not ove, quoth he, but many —_— 
Heerein, as thus: Ir lately ſo befell, 
That Satyrane 2 girdle did vp-take, 
VVell knowne to appertaineto Florimell ; 

Which for her {ake he wore, as him beleemed well. 


26 

But, when as ſhee herſelfewas loſt and gone, 
Full many Knights, thatloued herlike deare, 
Thercar did greatly grudge, that he alone 
Thatloſt fayre Ladies ornament ſhould weare, 
And gan therefore clole ſpight to him to beare: 
Whick he to ſhun, and ſtop vile envies ſting, 
Hath lately caus'd to be proclaim'd each where 
A ſolemne feaſt, with publique turneying, 


To which all knights with thera theur Ladies are $0 bring, 


27 
And of them all, ſhee thatis faireſt found, 
Shall haue that golden girdle forreward ; 
And of thoſe Knights who is moſt ſtout oaground, 
Shall to that faireſt Lady be prefard. 
Sith therefore ſhe herleife is now your ward, 
To youthat ornament of hers pertaines, 
Aguaſtall thoſe thatchalenge tro gard, 
And ſaue ber honour with your ventrous paines 


That ſhall you win more glory, then ye here find gaines. 
28 
When they the reaſon of his words had hard, 


They gan abate the rancour of their rage, 

And with their honours and their loues regard, 

The furious flames of maliceto afſwage. 

Tho, each to other did his faith engage, 

Like faithfull friends thence-forth to 10yne in one 

With all cheir force, and battell ſtrong to wage 

Gainſt all thoſe knights, as their proteſled fone, 
That chaleng'd ought in Florimell, laue they alone. 


2 

So well accorded, forth they —h t er 
In friendly ſort, that laſted but awhile; 
And of all old diſlikes they made faire weather : 
Yerall was forg'd, and ſpred with golden foyle, 
That vnder it had hate and hollow guile. 
Necertes can that friendſhip long endure, 
How-euer gay and goodly be the ſtile, 
Thatdothill cauſe orcuill end enure : 

For, verrue is the band, that bindeth harrs moſt ſure. 


O 

Thus, as they marched all I cloſe diſguiſe ' 

Of fainedloue, thay chaunc't to over-take 
Two knights, that linked rode inlouely wiſe, 

As ifthey ſecret counſcls did partake ; 

And _ not farre behind him had his Make, 
To weer, two Ladies of moſt goodly hew, 
That twixtthemſclucs did gentle purpoſe make, 
Vomindfull both of that d;  ordfaull crew, 

The which with ſpecdie paſe did afterthem purſew. 


I 
Who, as they now none nigh at hand, 
Decming them doughty as they did appeare, 
They ſent that Squire afore, to vaderſtand 
Whar mote they be: who viewing them more neare 
Returned newes, that thoſe ſame were 
Two of theproweſt Knights in Faery lond; 
And thoſe two Ladies their two Louers deare, 
Couragious Cambell, and ſtout Triamond, 
With Canacee and Cambine, linkt in louely bond. 


2 

Whylome, as antique ſtories tellen vs, 
Thoſe two were foes, thefelloneſt on ground, 
And battell made, the _—_ dangerous 
Thatcuer ſhrilling trumperdidreſound; - 
Though nowtheir a&ts be no where to be found, 
As that renowmed Poertthem compiled, Þ. 
VVith warlike numbers, and Heroxck ſound, 


Dan Chaucer (Well of Engliſh vndefiled) - 
On Fameserernall bead-roll worthy to be filed, 
R 4 
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But wicked Time, that all good thoughts doth wafte, Bold was the chalenge, as humſelfe was bold, 
And workes of nobleſt wits to nought out-weare, And courage full of haughty hardiment, 
That fanious moniment hath quite defac't, Approved oft in perils manifold, 
And robd the world of threaſure endlefſe deare, Wideh hee atchiqu'd to his great ornament : 


The which mote haue enriched all vs heare. 

O curſed Eld ! the canker-worme of writs ; 

How may thele rimes (ſo rude as doth appeare) 

Hope to endure, fith workes of heauenly wits = 
Are quite deuour'd, and broughtto nought by lirtle bits ? 


4 
Then pardon, © moſt Gere happy ſpirit, 
That I thy labours loſt may thus reviue, 
And ſtealefrom thee the meed of thy duc ment, 
That none durſt ever whil'ſt thou waſt abue, 
And beecing dead, in vaine 4 many ſtriue: 
Ne dare hke, butthrough infuſion ſweet 
Of thine owne ſpirit (which doth in me ſurviue) 
I follow heere the footing of thy feet, 
That with thy meaning fo I may the rather meet. 
5 
Cambelloes ſiſter was faire C 9 
That was the learnedſt Lady in her dayes, 
Well ſeene in cuery Science that mote bee, 
And cuery ſecret worke of Natures wayes, 
In witty riddles, and 1n wiſe ſoothſayes, 
In power of herbes, and tunes of beaſts and burds: 
And (that augmented all her other prayſe) 
Shee modeſt was inall her deeds and words, 


And wondrous chaſte of _ loy'd of Knights & Lords. 


Full many Lords, and navy Knights her loued, 
Yet ſhe to none of them her hking lent, 
Ne cucr was with fond affe&tion moued, 
Butrul'd her thoughts with goodly gouernment, 
For dread of blatne, and honours blemiſhmeagt : 
And cke vnto her lookes alaw ſhe made, 
That none of them once outrof order went; 
Bat like to warie Centonels well ſtayd, 

Still watcht on cuery ſide, of ſecret foes affraid. 


7 

So much the more as ſhe refus'd toloue, 
So much the more ſhe loued was and ſought, 
That —_— a nc did moue 
Amo er Louers, at $ wroupht : 
That oft for her in ron ye fou gh 
Which, when-as Cambell (that was ſtout and wiſe) 
Perceiu'd would breed great miſchiefe, hebethought 
How to preuent the penill that moteriſe, 

And turne both him and her to honour in this wiſe. 

3 

One day, when all that rope of war-like wooers 
Aſſembled were, to weet whoſe ſhee ſhould bee; 
All mightie men, and dreadfull derring dooers 
(The harder it to make them well agree) 
Amoneſt them allthis end he 41d decree; 
That of them all which loue to her did make, 
They by conſentſhould chuſe the ſtouteſt three; 
That with himſelfe ſhould combat for her lake; 

And of them all, the Vitor ſhould his fiſter take. 


et his ſiſters skill vnto him lent 
Moſt confidence and hope of (peed, 
Concciued by a ring, which ſhee him ſent; 
That mongſt the many vertues (which wereed) 


Had power to ſtaunch all wounds that mornally did blecd. 


40 
Well was that rings greatvertue knowento all; 

That dread thercof, and his redoubred might, 

Did all that youthly rout ſo much —_ 

That none of them durſt vndertake the fight : 

More wiſe they weend to make of loue delight, 

Then life to hazard for faire Ladies looke ; 

And yet vncertaine by ſuch outward fight 

(Though for her ſake they all thatperillrooke) 
Whether the would them loue, or in herliking brooke. 


41 

Amongſt thoſe Knights, there werethree brethren bold 
(Three bolder brethren neuer were yborne) 
Borne of one mother in one happy mold, 
Borne at one burden in one happy morne; 
Thrice happy mother, and thrice happy morne, 
That bore ſuch, three ſuch notto be fond : 
Her natne was Agap6, whoſe children werne 
All chreeas one; the firſt hight Priamond, 

The {ccond, Diamond, the youngeſt, Trigmend. 


42 
Seout Priemond, but not ſo ſtrong to firike ; 
Strong Diamond, but notlo ſtour a knight ; 
But Triamond was ſtout and ſtrong alike : 
On horſe-backe vied Triamond okgh 
And Priamond on foot had more delight, 
But horſe and foote knew Diamond to wield : 
With curtaz vſcd Diamond to (mite, 
And Triamond to handle ſpeare and ſhield, 
But ſpeare and curtaz both vs'd Priemond in field. 


4 
Theſe three did loue each b. or well, 

And with ſo firme affeftion were allide, 

I - ſoulein — 4 

Which did her into divide; 

Like three fave branches budding fir andwide, 

Thatfrom oneroot deriu'd their vitall ſap : 

Andlike that rootthatdoth her life divide, 

Their mother was, and had full blefled hap, 
Theſe three ſo noble babes to bring forth at one clap. 


Their morhermasaFa ,andhad che tht 
ſecretthings, an powres of Nature, 
Which ſhee by art could vſe vnto her will, 
And to her (eruice bind each liuing creature, 
Through ſecret vnderſtanding of their feature. 
There-to ſhee was right faire, when-ſo her face 
Shee liſt diſcouer, and of goodly ſtature; 
But ſhe (as Fayes arewont) inpri 


lace 
Did ſpend herdayes, andlov'din Foreſts wildeto Sn 
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There, on aday,a noble yourhly knight, 
Seeking adventures in the ſalvage wood, 
Did by great fortune get of her the fight, 
As ſhes late carelelle by a cryſtall flood, 
Combing her golden lockes, as ſeem'd hergood : 
And vnawares vpon herlaying hold, 
That ſtroucinvaine him long to haue withſtood, 
Opprelled her, and there (as tis told) 


46 

VVhich ſhee, with her, long foſtredin that wood, 
Till that to ripenefle of mans ſtate they grew : 
Then ſhewing forth ſignes of their fathers blood, 


They loued armes, and kmght-hood did enſew, 
Seeking adventures where they any knew. 
Which when their mother law, ſhe gan to doubt 
Their ſaferie; leaſt by ſearching dangers new, 


And raſh provoking perils all about, 


Their daies mote be abbridged throgh their courage ſtout. 


| 47 

Therefore, deſirous th'end of all their dayes 

To knowe, and them t'enlarge with long extent, 

By wondrous skill, and many hidden wayes, 

To the three fatall Siſters houſe ſhe went. 

Farre vnder ground from trat of liuing went, 

Downe in the bottom of the deepe Abyſs, 

Where Demogorgonin dull darknefle pent, 

Farre from the view of Gods and heauens bliſs, 
The hideous Chaos keepes, their dreadful dwelling is. 

8 


4 
There ſhee them found, all fitting round about 
The direfull diſtafte ſtanding ma the mid ; 
And with vnwearicd fin n, Ng out 
The lines of life, from luing knowledge hid. 
Sad Clotho held the rocke, the whiles the thrid 
By grieſly Lacheſss was ſpun withpaine, 
That Crucll Atropos cftloones vadid, 
With curſed knife cutting the wilt in twaine : 


Moſt wretched me, whoſe dayes depend on thrids fo vaine ! 


49 

Shee them ſaluting, there by them are ſtill, 
Bcholding how the thrids of life they ſpan : 
And whcn ar laſt ſhe had beheld her fill, 
Trembling io hart, and looking pale and wan, 
Her caule of comming ſheeto rell began. 
To whom, fierce Atropos, Bold Fay, that durſt 
Come ſee the ſecret of the kite of Man, 
VVell woorthy thou to be of Tone accurſt, 

And eke thy chuldrens thrids to be aſunder burſt. 


(bold. 
Got thele three loucly babes, that prov'd three champions 


5O 
Where-at ſhe ſore affrayd, yet her beſou 


To t her boone, and rigour to 


That the might lee her childrens thrids forth brought, 


And knaw the meafure of their vemoſt date, 
To them ordained by ctetnall Fate. x 
Which Clotho graunung, ſhewed her the ſame: 
That when thee ſaw, it did her much amate, 
To ſeetherr thrids fo thin, as lpyders frame, 


And cke ſo ſhort, that ſeem'd their ends out ſhortly camg- 


F2 
She then began them humbly to intreate 
To draw them longer out, and better twine, 
Thatſo their lives inight be prolonged lace. 
But Lacheſss thereat gan to repine, | 
Andayd, Fond Dame, that deem'ft ofthings 


And oe a at pleaſure tor 
Not fo ; for,what the Fates doe once decree, 


" 
As of humane, that they m_ —_ 
c Impes of thine. 


Not all the Gods can change, nor Jowe himlclfe cas free. 


$3 
Then fith, quoth ſhe, the tearme of each tmans life 
For nought may leflened nore bee, 
Graunt x 2 that when ye ſhred with farall knife 
His line, which is the eldeſt of the three, 
Which is of then the ſhorteſt, as I ſee, 
Eftſoones his life may paſſe 1nto the next 3 
And when the next ſhall likewiſe ended bee, 
Thar both their hues may likewiſe be annext 
Vato the third, that his may fo be trebbly went. 


s 

They graunted it; and then Js carefull Fay 
Departed thence with full contented mind; 
And commung home, 1nwarhike freſh array 
Them found all three according to their kind: 
But vato them what deſtitiy was aſſign'd, | 
Or how their hues were eckt, ſhee d1d not tell; 
But cuermore, when ſhee fit zme could find, 
She warned them to tend their laferies well, 

And lone cach other deare,what-cuerthem befell. 


54 
So did they farely 4uring all their dayes, 
And neucr diſcord did a chemfall; 
Which much augmentedall thert other praiſe. 
And now t'increate affe ton naturlll, 
In loue of Canacee they ioyned all : 
Vpon which ground t1s great barrell grew 
(Great matter growing of beginning ſmall; ) ' 
The which for length | ll not INNED 
Butrather will reſerve ut for a/Canto new.” © - +- 
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daunts not mighnie harts , but makes them moreto 
With 
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I 5 
h Why doe wretched men ſo much deſire Then entred Cambel! firſt into the liſt, L 
To draw their dayes vato the vemoſt date, With ſtately ſteps, and feareleſle countenance, 
And doe not rather wiſh them ſoone Expire; As if the conqueſt his he ſurely wiſt, 
& Knowing the miſery oftheircſtare, Soone after,d1d the brethren three advance, 
BS And thouſand perils which them ſtill awate, Tn brauearray, and goodly amenance, 
T offing them like a boate amud the Maine, With ſcutchins gilt, and banners broad diſplayd : 
That euery howre they knockat Dearhes gate ? And marching | aro in warlike ordinance, 
And hee that happy ſeemes, and leaſt inpane, Thrice louted lowely tothe noble Mayd, 
Yer is as nigh his end, as he that moſt doth plaine. The whulcs ſhrill trumpers & loud clarions ſweetly playd. T 
2 6 
Therefore this Fay I hold but fond and yaine, Which doen, the doughty Chalenger came forth, T 
The which in ſeeking for her children three All arm'd to poynt his chalengeto aber; 
Long life, thereby did more prolong their paine : Gunit whom, Sir Priamond with equall worth, 
Yet whilſt they liued, none did euer ſee And equall armes himſclfe did torward ſet. 
More happy creatures then they ſcem'd to bee, Artrumpet blew; they both together mer, 
Nor more ernobled for their curtcſie: With dreadfullforce, and furious intent, 
That madethem dearely lov'd of each depree3 Carelefle of perill in their fierce affrer, . 
Ne morerenowmed for their cheualrie : As if thatlife to loſic they had forelent, 
That made themdreaded much of all menfarre andgie. And cared not to ſpare, that ſhould be ſhortly ſpent. Le 
7 
Theſe three that hardie challenge tooke in hand, Rightprafticke was Sir Priamond in fight, Hi 
For Canacee with Cambell for to fight : , chrovghly skild in vſe of ſhield and ſpeare; | 
The day was ſer, that all might vnderſtand, Ne lefle approucd was Cambelloes might, | 
And pledges pawnd the ſameto keepe aright. Neleſſc us skill in weapons did _ppeares | 
T hat day (the dreddeſt day thatliuing wight That hard it was to weene which harder were. | 
Did ever {eevpon this world to ſhine) Full many mighty ſtrokes on either fide | 
So ſoone as heauens window ſhewed light, Were ſent, that ſeemed death inthem to beare: 
Theſe warlike Champions, all jo armour ſhine, But they were both ſo watchfull and well eyde, | 
Aſlembled were in field, the challenge to define. Thar they avoyded were, and vainely by did flyde. (a1 
S 4 8 
The field with liſtes was all about enclos'd, Yer one of many was ſo ſtrongly bent Wr 
To barre the preaſe of people farre away; — np a that mithvnlucky glaunce, | 
And atth'one fide fix Iudges were diſpos'd, hrough Cambels (houlder it ynwarely went, 
To view and deeme the deeds of armes that day : That forced him his ſhield to diſadyaunce : 
And on the other ſide, in freſh array, Much was hee gricued with thatgracelefſe chaunce ; 
Faire Canacee vpon a ſtately ſtage Yetfrom thewound no drop of bloudherefell, ] 
Was ſet, to ce the fortuncofthar fray, But wondrous paine, that did the more enhaunce 4 
And to be ſeene, as his moſt worthy wage, His haughty courage toavengementfell: (fvell. 4 
That could her purchalc with his liues advenqur'd gage. — Smart the 
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With that, his poyoanrt h__ he fierce aventred, 
With doubled force cloſe vnderneath his ſhield, 
That through the mayles into his thigh it entred, 
And there arreſting, ready way did yield, 

For bloud to guſh forth on the graſlic field ; 
That he for pane himlelfe n'ote right vp-reare, 
But to and fro in great amazementreel'd, 
Like an old Oake, whoſe pith and fap is ſeare, 
Ar puffe at cuery ſtorme doth ſtagger here and there. 
10 
Whom fo diſmaid when Cambell had eſpide, 
Againe he droue at him with double might, 
That nought more ſtay the ſteele, nll in his fide 
The morrall poynt moſt cruelly empighr : 
Where faſt infixed, whilſt he oughed light 
It forth to wreſt, the ſtaffe aſunder brake, 
And leftthe bead behind : with which deſpighe 
Hee all enrag'd, his ſhivering ſpearedid e, 
And charging hum afreſh, thas folly hicm beſpake3 
I1 


Lo faitour, there thy meede vnto thee take, 

The meed of thy milchalenge and aber: 

Not for thine owne, bur for thy fiſters ſake, 

Haue I thus long thy life vnto thee let : 

Butto "257 ant, not forgiue the det. 

The wicked weapon heard his wrathfull vow 

And paſſing forth with furious affer, 

Pearc't through his beuer quite into his brow, 
That with the force it backward forced him to bow. 


12 

There-with aſunder inthe midſtit braſt, 

And in his hand nought but the troncheon left; 

The other halfe behind yet ſticking faſt, 

Out of his head-peece Cambell fiercely ret: 

And with ſuch fury back at him it her, 

That making way vnto his deareſt life, 

His wealand pipeit _ his gorger geft : 

Thence ſtreames of purple bloud, ifluing rife, 
Let forth his weary ghoſt, and made an end of ſtrife. 


I 
His weary ghoſt,afloyld foe fleſhly band, 
Did not (as others wont) direCtly fly 
Vnto her reſt in Plutoes grieſly land; 
Ne into ayre did vaniſh preſently, 
Ne changed was into a  —_ in sky: 
But through traduCtion was cftſoones derived, 
Like as his mother prayd the Deſtinie, 
Into his other brethren, that (urviued ; 
ln whom he liu'd anew, of former life depriued. 


14 
Whom, when on ooo his _—_— - 
Though (ad and fory for fo fight, 
Yertleaue vnto his fonts did not yield: 
But rather ſtird to vengeanceand deſpight, 
Through ſecretfeeling of his ſpright, 
Ruſhr fiercely forth, the battell to renew, 
As in reuerſion of his brothers right; 
And chalengingthe Virgin as his dew. 
ths foc was ſoone addreſt: the trumpets freſhly blew. 


$1 
With that, they both together fiercely mer, 
heifers —_ 
And with their axes both ſo ſorely bet, 
Thar neither plate nor maile, whereas theirpowre 
They felt, could once ſuſtaine the hideous ſtowre, 
But rived were, like rotten wood aſunder, 
Whilſt through their rifts the ruddy bloud did ſhowre, 
 Andfire Hd :ſh, like lightoing atter thunder, 
That fild the lookers on attonce with ruth and wonder. 


Haue by good fortune found ſome beaſts freſh ſpoyle, 
On which they weene their famineto aflwage, 
And gaine afeaſtfull guerdon of ed 
Both falling out,doe ſtirre vp ftrife-full 
And cruell battel|rwixtthemſclues doe 
Whiles neither lets the othet touch the ſoyle, 
Bur either (deignes with other to : 

So cruelly theſe Knights ſtroue for that Ladies ſake. 


17 

Full many ſtroakes, that mortally were ment, 

The whiles wereenterchanged twixtther two} 

Yet they wereall with ſo good wariment 

Or warded, or ayoyded and let goe, 

That ſtill the life —_ ce ofher foe : 

Till Diamond,difdeigni dela 

Of doubttull Temas. .00._.2r%._gos. 

Reſoly'd toend it one or other way ; | 
And heau'd his murdrous axe athim with mighty ſway. 

18 . 

The dreadful! ſtroake, in caſe it had arriued, 

Where it was meant (fo deadly was it ment) 

The ſoule had fure out ofhis body rived, + 

And ſtinted all the ſtrife incontinene. 

But Cambels fate thatfortune did preuent: 

For, ſecing it at hand, he ſwaru'd afide, 

Andſo gaue way vnto his fell intent : 

Who,miſling of the marke which he had eyde, 
Was with the force nigh feld, whilſt his right foor did lide. 


6 mw #4 
As when bygrodia oiicktwith hungers rage, 


le, 


i19 
As when 2 Vulture greedy of his pray, 
Through h 7 = hg him doth lend, 


Strikes at an Hcroh with all his bodies ſway, 

That from his force ſeemes nought may itdefend ; 

The wary fowle,that ſpies him toward bend, 

His dreadfull ſouſe avoydes, it ſhunnipg h 

And maketh him his wi =I=y 

That with the weight of his owne w might, 
He falleth nighto ground, and ſcarce recouereth flight. 


20 
Which faire adventure when Cambells ſpide, 
Full lightly, cre himſelfe he could recover, 
From dread to ward his naked fide, 
He canlertdriue at him with all his power, 
And with his axe him ſmote in howre, 
Thar from his ſhoulders quite his head he reft : 
The headlefle trunk, as beedlefle of that ſtower, 
Stood ſtill awhile, and his faſt footing kept, 
Till feeling life to faile, it fell, and llepe.. Thi 
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They, which thatpittious ſpeRacle beheld, Like as the tyde that comes IA th'Ocean maine, 


VVere much amaz'd the head-lefle trunke to ſee 
Stand vp ſo long, and weapon vaineto weld, 
Vnweeting of the Fates divine decree, 
For lifes ſucceſſion in thoſe brethren three. 
For, notwithſtanding that one ſoule was reft, 
Yet had the body not diſmembred bee, 
It would hauc hued, and reviued cft; 
Burt, finding no fit ſeate, thelife-lefle core itleft. 


22 
It left; but that ſame ſoule which therein dwelt, 
Straight entring into Triamen, him fild 
With doubleite, and griefe ; which when he felt, 
As one whole inner parts had been ythrild 
With poynt of ſtecle, thatcloſe tus hart-blond ſpild, 
He lightly leapt out of his place of reſt, 
Andruſhing forth into the empry ficld, 
Againſt Cambello fiercely him addrefſt ; 
Who, him aftronting, ſoone to fight was ready preſt. 


2 
Well mote yewonder, how i noble Knight 
Afterhe had ſo often wounded beene, 
Could ſtand on foot, now torenew the fight. 
Buthad ye then him forth advauncing ſeene, 
Some new-borne wight ye would him ſurely weene : 
So freſh he ſeemed, and ſo fiercein ſight; 
Like as aSnake,whom weary Winters teene 


Hath worne to nonght, RR Sommers might, 


Caſts off his ragged skm, and freſhly doth him dight. 


24 
All was through vertne of the ring he wore, 
The which not onely did notfrom him let 
Onedrop of bloud to fall, bur did reſtore 
His weakned powers, anddulled ſpirits whet, 
Through working of the ſtonethercin ylet. - 
Elfe how could one of equall might with moſt, 
Againſt ſo many nolefle mighty met, 
Once thinke'to match three fuch on equal] coſt? 
Three ſuch as able were to matcha puiſlant hoſt.. 


25 

"et nought thereof was Triemond adred, 

Nedeſperate of glorious vitory, 

But ſharply him afſayld, and fore beſted, 

VVith heapes of ſtroakes, which he at him lerfly, 

As thicke as hayle forth poured from the sky : 

He ſtrookeghe ſouſt, he toynd, he hew'd, he laſht, 

And did his iron brond fo faſt apply, 

That from the ſame the fiery ſparkles flaſhr, 
As faſt as water-ſprinkles g - arockaredaſhy, 

2 


Much was Cambellodaunted with his blowes : 
So thick they fell, and forcibly were ſent, 
That he was forc't (from danger ofthe throwes) 
Backe to retige, and ſome-what to relent, 
Till th'heat of his fierce fury he had ſpent: 
VVhich when for want of breath ganto abate, 
He then afreſh, with new encouragement, 
Did him aflaile, and mightily amate, 

As faſt as forward carſt, now backward to retrate. 


Flowes vp the Shenan with contrary force, 

And over-ruling him in his owneraine, 

Driues backe the current of his kindly courſe, 

And makes itſeeme to haue ſome ſourle : 

But when the floud is ſpent, then backe againe 

His borrowed waters torc't to redis "A 

He ſendsTthe ſea his owne with donble gaine, 
And tribute eke withall, as to his Soucraigne. 

$ 
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Thus did the battell yary to and fro, 
VVith diuerſe fortune doubtfull ro be deemed : 
Now this the better had, now had his foe; 
Then he halfe y iſht, thea the other ſeemed; 
Yet Vidtors boththemſlclues alwaics eſteemed. 
And allthewhile, the diſentrayled bloud 
Adowne their fides like little riuers ſtremed ; 
That with the waſting of his vitall load, 

Sir Triamond at laſt, full Faint and feeble ſtood. 


29 

But Cambell ſtill more ſtrong and oreater N 
Nefelthis bloud to wah ne ny | a Y 
Through that rings vertue, that with vigour new, 
Still when as he enfeebled was, him cherifhe, 
Andall his wounds, and all his bruſes guariſhe: 
Like 2s a withered tree through husbands toyle 
Is often ſcene full freſhly ro have floriſht, 
And fruitfull apples to haue borne awhile, 

As freſh as when ut firſt was planted inthe ſoyle. 


©) 
Through which adi in his ſtrength he roſe, 


And ſmote the other with ſo wondrous __ 
hauberk cloſe, ' 


That through the ſcame, which did his 
Into his throat and life it pierced quight, 
That downe hefell, as dead inall mens fight : 
Yetdead he was not, yet hefure did die, 
As all mendge, thatloſethe living fpright: 
So did one ſoule our of his body 

Vato her native home, from morrall miſery. 


x 
But natheleſſe, whil(t all as lookers on 
Him dead behight, as heto all appear'd, 
All vnawares he ſtarted yp anon, 
As one that had out of a beenerear'd, 
And freſh aſſayld his foe; who halfe aReard 
Of th'vncouth ſight; as hee ſome ghoſt had ſeene, 
Stood ſtill amaz'd, holding his idle ſweard; 
Till having often by him ſtriken beene, 
He forced was to ſtrike, and ſauc himſelfe from tecnc. 


2 
Yer,from FEES WF - warily he fought, 

As — 4 

Ne follow'd on fo faſt, but rather 

Himlſelfe to ſaue, and to d 

Then hfe and labour bothin vaine to 

Which Triamond percciuing, weened ſure 

He on ac E. 

And that be ſhould notlong on foote endure; 
A figne which didto himthe iCoricaſlure. 
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Whereof full blithe, PPE... his mighty hand 
He heav'd on high, in mind with that lame blowe 
To make an end of all that did withſtand : 
Which Cambell ſeeing come, was nothing ſlowe 
Him felfe to ſaue from that fo deadly throwe 3 
And at that inſtant reaching forth his ſword 
Cloſe vnderneath his ſhielo, that ſcarce did ſhowe, 
Strook him, as he his hand to ſtrike vp-reard, 
In th'arm-pit ful, that through both ſides the woid appeard. 


Yet ſill that direfull ferokebene on his waic, 
Andtalling heauy on Cambelloes creſt, 
Strooke him ſo hugely, that in fywowne he lay, 
And in his head an hideous wound impreſt : 
And fure,had it not happily found reſt 
Vpon the brim of his broad plated ſhield, 
It would haue cleft his braine downe to his breſt. 
So both ar once tell dead vpon the field, 

And cachto otherſeem'd the victory to yicld. 


Which when as all the "TR" 4 on bcheld, 
They weened ſure the warre was atan end, 
And Iuagesroſe, and Marſhals of the field 
Broke vp the liſtes, their armes away torend 3 
And Canacee gan wayle her deareſt friend. 
All tuddenly they both vpſtarted light, 
The oneourt of the ſwownd, which him did blend, 
The other breathing, now another ſpright, 
And fiercely each aflayling, gan afreſh to fight. 
6 


Long while they then 0 inthatwize, 
As1f bur then the bartell had begonne : 
Strokes, wounds,wards, weapons, allthey did deſpiſe, 
Ne either car'd to ward, or perillſhonne, | 
Detirous both to haue the battcll donne 3 f 
Ne eithcr cared lite toſaue or ſpill, 
Newhich of them did winne, ne which were wonne. 
So weary, both of fighting had their fill, ts 
That life it (eife ſeem'd loathlome, and long (afety iIL - 


7 
Whil'ſt thus the caſe in doubtfull ballance hong, 
Vanture ro whether fide it would incline, 
Andall mens cycs and hearts which thereamong 
Stood gazing, filled were with rucfulltine, 
And ſecret feare to (ee their fatall fine; 
All ſuddenly they heard a troublous noyſe, 
That ſeem'd ſome perilous tumult to define, 
Contus'd with worhens cries, and ſhouts of boyes, 
Such as the troubled Theaters oft-times annoyes. 
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Thercatthe Champions both ſtood ſtill a ſpace, 
To weeten what that ſudden clamour ment; 
Lo, wherexhey {pide with ſpeedy whirling pale, 
One 1n a charetof ſtrange furnzment, 
Towards them driving liks a ſtorme our ſent. 
The charetdecked was in wondrous wile, 
With gold and many a gorgeous ornament, 
After the Perſian Monarks antique guiſe 

Such as the maker ſelfc could beſtby art deuiſe, 


Ld .* 


And drawneit was (that a istotell) - 
Ot two grim lions, taken fromthe wood, 
In which theirpowre all others did excell; 
Now made forget their former cruellmood, 
T'obey their x, heſt, as ſeemed good. 
And thereinſate a Lady paſſing faire 
And bright, that ſcemed borne of Angels brood, 
And with her beauty,bounty did compare, 
Whether of them in her ſhould baue the greater ſhare. 
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Thereto ſhe learned was in Magicke leare, 

And all the artes, thatſubull wits diſcouer, 

Hauing therein been —_— many a years, 

And well inſtructed b Fay her mother, 

That in the ſame ſhe fore exceld all other. 

Who vnderſtanding by her mighty art, 

Of th'euill plight, in which her deareſt brother 

Now ſtood, came forthin haſterotake his part, 
Andpacifiethe ſtrife, which cauſd fo deadly ſmart. 
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And as ſhe paſſed through th'vnruly preace 

Of people, _—_— thicke her to behold, 

Her angry teame breaking their bonds of peace, 

Grcatheapes of them, like ſheepe in narrow fold, 

For haſte did ouer-runne, in duſt enrould; 

That thorough rude confuſion of the rout, 

Some fearing ſhriekr, ſome being harmed hould, 

Some laughr for your ſome did for wonder ſhout, 
And ſome that would ſeem wiſe, their wonder turad todour, 


42 

In herright band a rod of peace ſhe bore, 
About the which two Serpents weren wound, 
Entrayled mutually in lovely lore, 
And by the tayles together firmely bound, 
And both were with oneoluue garland crownd, 
Like tothe rod which Maias ſonne doth wield, 
Wherewith the helliſh fiends he doth confound. 
And in her otherhand a cup ſhe hild, 

The which was with Nepenthe to the brim yp-fild. 


4 
Nepentheis a drink of frnians ace, 
Deuizcd by the gods , forto allwage | 
Hearts griefe, and bitter gall away tochace, 
Which ſtirs vp anguiſh and contentious rage : 
In ſtead therof, fweet peace and quiet age 
Itdoth eſtabliſh in the troubled mind. 
Fewe men, but ſuch as ſober are and ſage, 
Areby the gods to drink thereof allyn'd 3 
But ich as 4rink, eternall happineſſe do finde. 


44 
Such famous men, ſich Worthies of the earth, 
As Iowe will haue aduaunced to the skie, 
And there made gods, thoughborne of morrall berth, 
Fortheir high merits and greatdignity , 
Are wont, before they may ro heauen flic, 
T' drink hereof ; whereby ,all cares forepaſt 
Are waſht away quite from their memory. 
So did thoſe olde Heroes hereof taſte, 
Before that they in bliſs amongſt the gods were R_— 
$ 


204 THE FOVRTH BOOKE OF Cant.T11, 
45 49 
Much more of price and of more gracious powre Of which ſo ſoone as they once taſted had 
Is this, then tharſame water of Ardenne , (Wonder itis that ſudden change to fee.) 
The which Rinaldo drunke in happy houre, In ſtead of ſtrokes, each other kiſſed glad, 
Deſcribed by that famous Tuſcane penne : And louely haulſt from feare of treaſon free, 
For, that had might to change the hearts of mcn Andplighted hands for cuerfriends to be. 
Froloue to hate, a change of euill choi'e : When all men ſaw this ſudden change of things, 
But this doth hatred make in loue to brenne, So morrall toes ſo friendly to agree, 
And heauy heart with comfort dothreioyce. For paſſing ioy , which ſo great maruaile briogs, 
Who would notto this vertue rather yeeld his voice? They all gan ſhour aloud, that all the heauen rings. 
6 50 
Arlaſt, arriving by theliſtes fide, All which, when gentle Canacee beheld, 
She with her rod did ſoftly (mite theraile ; In haſte ſhe from herlofty chaire deſcended, 
Which ſtreightflew ope, and gaue herway toride. To weet what ſudden tidings was befeld: 
Ettſoones out of her Coach ſhe gan ne A Where when ſhe ſaw that cruell war ſo ended, 
And paſing fairely forth did bid All haile, And deadly foes ſo faithfully aftrended, 
Firſt to her brother, whom ſhe loued dere, In louely wiſe ſhe gan that Lady greet, ; 
Thatſo to ſee him made her heart to quaile : Which had ſo greatdiſmay ſo well amended; 
And nextto Cambell, whoſe {ad rucfull cheare And entertaining her with curt'ſies meer, 
Made her to change her hew, and hiddenloue t'appeare. =Profeltto her true friendſhip and affection ſweet. 
7 51 
They lightly berrequit (orgl mall delight Thus when they all accorded goodly were , 
They had as then her long to enterraine.) The trumpets ſounded, and they all aroſe , 
And eft them turned both againe to fight. Thence to depart with glee and gladfome cheere. 
Whach when ſhe ſawe, downe on the bloudy Plaine Thoſe warlike Champions both together choſe, 


Homeward ro march, themſclues there to repoſe: 


Her ſelfe ſhe threw, and teares gan ſhed amaine; 
And wile Cambina, taking by her fide 


Amongſt her teares immixing prayers meeke, 


And (with her prayers, reaſons toreſtraine Faire Canaceeas freſh as morning role, 
From bloudy ſri, and bleſſed peace toſceke) Vnto her Coach remounting, home did ride, 
By all that vnto them was deare, did them beſceke. Admir'd of all the people, and much glorifide. 
$ F2 
But when as all might nought with them preuaile, Where making ioyous feaſts their dayes they ſpeng 
She ſmore them lightly with her powrefull wand. In perfe&t loue, deuoide of harefull ſtrife , 
Then ſuddenly asf their hearts did faile, All:de with bands of mutuall couplement ; 
Their wrathfull blades downe fell our of their hand, For, Triamond had Canacee to wife, 
And they like men aſtoniſht ſtill did ſtand. | With whom heled a long and happy life ; 


Thus whil'ſt their minds were doubtfully diſtraught, And Cambel took Cambina to his fere, 
And mighty fpirits bound with mighticr band, The whith as life were each to other life. 
Her golden cup to them for drinke ſhe raught, So all alike did loue, and loued were, 
Whereof full glad for thirſt, cach drunk an hcarry draught. That ſince therr daies ſuch loucrs were not found elfwhere, 
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We TATE. 
2 GR 


I 
T often fals(as here it earſt befell) 


m4 
= 
= 
And th'end of both, hiikewiſe of both their ends. 
For, enmuty, that of no ill proceeds, 
But of occaſion, with th'occafion ends; 
And friendſhip, which a faint affetion breeds 
Without regard of good, dyes like 1ll grounded ſeeds. 
2 


That well (me ſeemes) appeares, by that of late 
Twixt Cambell and Sir Triamond befell ; 
As als by this, that now a new debate 
Stir4 vp twixt Scudamour and Paridell, 
The which by courſe befills me here totell : 
Who, hauing thoſe two other kmghts eſpide 
Marchiag afore, as ye remember well, 
Sent fore their $quire to haue them both deſcride, 
And ekethoſe masked Ladies ridng them beſide. 


3 
Who, backe returning, tolde as he had ſeene, 
That they were doughty knights of dreaded name ; 
And thoſe two Ladies, their two loues vnleene ; 
And therefore wiſht them without blot or blame, 
Tolet them pals atwill, for dread of ſhame. 
But Blandamour full of vainglorious ſpright, 
And rather ſtird by his diſcordfull Dame, - 
Vpon them gladly would haue proy'd his might, 
But that he yet was ſore of his late luckleſle fight. 


4 

Yetnigh approching, he them fowle beſpake, 

Dilgracing them, him ſelfethereby to grace, 

As was his wont; ſo weening way to m: 

To Ladies loue, where-ſo he came in place, 

And with lewd tearmes their louers to deface. 

Whoſe ſharp prouokement themincenſt ſoſore; 

That both were bent rauenge hisvſage baſe, 

And gan their ſhields addrefſe them (clues afore: 
For, euull deeds may better then bad words be bore. 


Canto II1II, 


Satyrane makes a Turneyment 


For loue of Florimell: 
Britomart winn*s the prize from all, 


And Arteeall doth quell. 
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That mortall foes,do turne to Faithfull friends; 
And f:iends profelſt, are —_—_ tofoc-men fell: 
WASW The cauſeo both,of both their minds depeds; 


Re KEE 279 
= 


5 
But faire Cambina,with perſwafions mild, 


Did mingaterthefierceneſle of their mode, 
That for the preſent they werereconcyl'd, 
And ganto treate of deeds of armes + 
And ſtrange aducntures, all the way they rode : 
Amongit the which they told, as then betell, 
Ot that great turney, which was blazed broad, 
For thatrich girdle of faire Florimell, 


The prize of her, which did.in beauty moſt excell. 
6 
To which folke-mote they all with one conſear , 


Sith each of them his Lady had ham by , 
Whoſe beauty each of them thought excellent, 
Agreed to trauell , and their foruunes try. 

So as they piſled forth, they did eſpy 

One in bright armes with ready ſpeare inreſt, 
That toward them his courſe ſeem'd to apply, 
Gainſt whom Sir Paridell him ſelfe addreſt, 


Him weening, ere he nigh approacht, to haue repreſt. 


7 
Which th'other ſeeing, gan his courſerelent, 


And vaunted ſpeare ctcſoones to diſaduance, 
As if henought butpeace and pleaſure meur, 
Now falne into their fellowſhip by chance 
Whereat they ſhewed coiurteous countenance. 
So as he rode with them accompanide, 

His roving eye did on the Lady glaunce, 
Which Zlandamowr had riding by his fide : 


Whom ſure heweend, that he ſomwheretofore had eyde. 
8 


It was to weet,that ſnowy Florimell, 


Which Ferras late from Brazgadocchio wonng ; 
Whom he now ſeeing, her remembred well, 
How hauing reft her the witches ſonne, 
He ſoone her loſt: wherefore he now begonae 
To challenge her anew, as his owne prize, 
Whom formerly he hadin batrell wonne, 

And proffer made by force herto repriſe : 


Which {cornfull offer Blandamour gan ſoone deſpiſe. 
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And ſayd;Sir Knight, fith Ls this Lady clame, 
Whom he that hath, wcre loth to lole ſo light, 
(For, ſo toloſe a Lady, were great ſhame) 
Yee ſnall her winne, as Thaue done in fight : 
And lo ſhee ſhall be placed here in ſight, 
Together with this Hag beſide herſer, 
That who-ſo winnes her, may her have by right: 
But he ſhall hauethe Hag thatis yber, 

And with her alwaics ride, till he another get. 


10 

That offer pleaſed all the company, 

So Florimell with At#forth was brought 3 

At which they all gan laugh full mernly : 

But Braz gadocchis (ayd, he never thoughr 

For ſuch an Hag, that ſeemed worle then nought, 

His perſon to imperill ſo in fight. 

Bur if to match that Lady they had ſought 

Another like, that were like faire and bright, 
His life he then would ſpend to iuſtific his right, 


I1 

Atwhich his vaine excuſe they all gan ſmile, 

Asſcorning hisvnmanly cowardiſe : 

And Florimell him towly ganreuile, 

Thatfor her ſake refus'd to enterpriſe 

The bartrcll, offred in ſo knightly wile. 

And Ate cke prouok't him priuily, 

With loue of her, and ſhame of ſuch meſpriſe. 

But nought he car'dforfriend or enemy, 
For, in baſe mind nor friendſhip dwels nor enmuty. 


| 12 
But Cambell thus di4 ſhut vp allin ieſt, 
Braue Knights and Ladies, certes ye doe wrong 
To ſtirre vp ſtrife, when moſt vs needeth reſt, 
That we may vs relerue both freth and ſtrong, 
Againſt the Turneiment which is notlong 3 
When who-{o liitto fight, may fight his fll : 
Till then your challenges ye may prolong; 
And then it ſhall betried, if yewill, 
Whether ſhall haue the Hag, or hold the Lady ſtill, 
I 
They all agreed: ſo turning al to game, 
And pleaſant bord, they paſtforth on their way. 
And all that while, where-ſo they rode or came, 
That masked Mock-knight was their ſport and play. 
Till that at length vpon th'appointed day, 
Vurto the place of turneymentthey came; 
Where they before them found in freſh array 
Many a braue knight, and many a dainty dame 
Aſſembled, forto getthe honour of that game. 
14 
There this faire crew arriving, did diuide 
Them ſelues aſunder : Blandamour with thoſe 
Of his, on th'one; the reſt on th*other fide. 
But boaſtfull Braygatfoc<h1orather choſe, 
For glory vaine their fellowſhip ro lole, 
That men on him the more might gazealone. 
The reſt them ſelues introupes did elſe diſpoſe, 
Like asitſcemed beſt to euery one; 
"The knights in couples marchr, with Ladies linkt attone, 


iy 
Then firſt of a!l forth came Sir Satyrane, 
Bearing that precious relique in an arke 
Of gold, that bad eyes might it notprofane : 
Whach drawing ſoftly forth out of he darke, 
He open ſhew'd, that all men'it mote marke 3 
A gorgeous girdle, curiouſly emboſt 
With pcarle & precious ſtone, worth many a marke;3 
Yerdud the workmanſhip farrepaſle the coſt : 
It was the ſame, which lately Florimell had loſt. 
16 
That ſame aloft he hong in open vew, 
To be the prize of beaury and of might; 
The which eftſoones, diſcouered, to it drew 
The eyes of all, allur'd with cloſe delight, 
And hearts quite robbed with fo glorious ſight, 
That NS threw out _ and _ = 
Thrice Ladie, and thrice! ighr, 
Them few ,thar could ſo Ne es Son 
Soworthy of the perill, worthy of the paine. 


17 

Then tooke the bold Sir Satyrane in hand 

Aa huge greatſpeare, ſuch as he wont to wield, 

And vauacing forth from all the other band 

Of knights, addreſt his maiden-he1ded ſhicld, 

Shewing him felfe all ready for the field. 

Gainſt whom, there ſingled from the other ſide 

A Painim knight, that well in armes was skald, 

And hadin many a bartrcll oftbeen tride, 
Hight Brwncheual the bold, who fiercely forth did ride. 


18 
So furiouſly they borhtogether mer, 
That neither could the others force ſaſt:ine. 
As two fierce Buls, thatſtriuethe rule to ger 
Of all the heard, meere with ſo hideous maine, 
That both rebutted, tumble on the Pliine : 
Sotheſerwo Championsto the ground were eld, 
Where in a mazethey both did longremaine, 
And in their hands their idle troncheons held, 
Which neither able were to wag, or once to weld. 
I 
Which when the noble ie elpide, 
Heprickedforth in aydeof Satyran; 
And lum againſt, Sir Blandamour did ride 
With all the ſtreogth and ſtifneſle that he can. 
But the more ſtrong and ſtifly thathe ran, 
So much more ſorely to the ground hefell, 
That on a heape were tumbled horſe and man. 
Vnto whoſereskew forth rode Paridell ; 
But him likewiſe with thatſameſpeare he eke did quell. 


20 
Which Braggadoechio lecing, had no will 

To haſten greatly to his parties ayd, 
Albee his turne were next; but ſtood there ſtill, 
As one that ſeemed doubrfull or diſmayd. 
But Triamond halfe wroth to ſee him ſtaid, 
Sternly ſteptforth, and raught away his ſpeare, 
With which ſo fore he Ferramont afaid , 
Thathorſcand man to ground he quite did beare, 


That neither couldia haſte theraſclucs againypreare. = 
Which 
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21 
Which to auenge, Sir Dewxn him did dight, 
But with no better fortune then the reſt : 
For, him likewiſe he quickly downedid ſmight, 
And after him, Sir Douglas him addrefſt , 
And after him, Sir Palimord forth preſt : 
But none of them againſt his ſtrokes could ſtand; 
Bur all the more, the more his praiſe increaſt. 
For, either they were left vpon the land, 
Or went away fore wounded of his hapleſs hand. 
22 
And now by this, Sir Satyrane abraid, 
Out of thefwowne, in which too long helay; 
And looking roundabout, like one dhnayd, 
When as he{awethe mercilefle affray, 
Which doughty Triamond had wrought that day, 
Vnto the noble Knights of Maidenhead, 
His mighty heartdid almoſtrendin tway, 
For very gall, thatratherwholly dead 
Himlſclfe he wiſht haue beene, that in ſo bad a ſtead. 
2 
Eftſoones he gan to gather 4 arou 
His weapons, which lay ſcattered all abroad 
And as it fell, his ſteed he ready found. 
On whom remounting, fiercely forth he rode, 
Lite {parke of fire, that from the andvile glode, 
There where he ſawe the valiant Triamo 
Chaſing, and laying on them heauy lode, 
That none his force were able to withſtond, 
So dreadfull were his ſtrokes, ſo deadly was his hond. 


24 
With that, at him his beam-like ſpeare he > wh 
And thereto all his powre and might applyde : 
The wicked ſtecle Br miſchicfe fri ordained, 
And haning now misfortune got for guide, 
Staid nor, nllit arriued in his fide, 
And therein made a very gricſly wound, 
That ſtreames of bloud his armour all bedide. 
Much was he daunted with that direfull found, 
That (carſc he him ypheld from falling in a ſound. 


2 
Yeras he might, himſelfe heſoft with-drew 
Our of the field, thar none perceiu'd irplaine, 
Then gan the part of Chalengers anew 
Torange the Feld, and ViCtor-like to raine, 
That none againſt them battell durſt maintaine. 
By that, the gloomy cucning on them fell, 
Thar forced them from fighting to refraine, 
And trumpets ſound to ceaſe did them compell, 
So Satyranethat day was iudg'dto bearethe bell. 
26 


The morrow nextthe Turney gan anew, 
And with the firſtthe ge Satyrane 


Appear'd in place, with all his noble crew : 


On th'other fide, full many a warlike ſwaine 
Aſſembled were, that glonous prize to gaine. 
Bur morgſtthemall, was not Sir Triamond, 
Vnable he new battellco darraine, 
Throughgrieuance of his latereceiued wound, 

That doubly did him gricuc, when-ſo himſelfc he found. 


27 
Which Cambell ſeeing, though he could not ſalue, 
Ne done vndoe, yet for to ſalue his name, 
And purchaſe honour in his friends behalue, 
This goodly counterfcſaunce he did frame. 
The1hield and armes well knowne to be theſame, 
Which Triamond had worne, ynwares to wight, 
And to his friend ynwiſt, for doubt of blame, 
If he miſdid ; he on himſelfe did dight, 
That none could him diſcerne, and ſo went forthto fight, 


28 

There Satyrane Lord of the field hefound, 

Triumphing in ioy andiolity; 

Gainſt when YT A to fan on ground; 

That much he gan his glory to cnuy, 

| Anſt caſt Vaucoge his ends RO 

A mighty ſpeare eftoones athim hebent; 

Who ſeeing him come on fo furiouſly, 

Mer him mid-way with equall hardiment, 
Thatforcibly to ground, they bothtogether went. 


29 
The ine themſelues can li reare, 

Pts ar tryed ſwords rom rack berake; 

With which they wroughtſuch wondrous maruels there 

-=_ all the reſt it did amazed —_— 

eany dar'd theirperill to partake; 

Now cafflivg wot now Sefognoend fro, 

Now hurtling round, aduantage for to take : 

As two wild Boares together grapling goe, 
Chaufing,and foming choler, each againſt his foe. 


© 
So as they courſt, and mneyd here and there, 
It chauoſt Sir Satyrane his ſteed atlaſt, 
Whether through foundring or through ſodeia feare, 
To ſtumble, that his rider migh becaſt; 
Which vantage Cambell did purſue ſo faſt, 
That ere himlelfe be had recouered well , 
So fore he ſowſt him on the compaſt creaſt, 
That forced him to leaue his lofty ſell, 
And rudely tumbling downe vader his horſefeetefell, 


I 

Lightly Cambells leapt Jounefivns his ſteed, 

For to haue rentals ſhield andarmes away, 

That whylomewontto be the Victors meed ; 

When all ynwares he felt an hideous ſway 

Of many ſwords that load on him did lay. 

An hundred knights had himencloſed round, 

To reſcue Satyrane out of his pray; 

All which at once huge ſtrokes on him did pound, 
In hope to take him priloner, where he ſtood on ground. 


32 

He with their multitude was nought diſmayd, 
But with ſtout courage turnd = themall, 
And with his brondicon round about him layd ; 
Of which he dealrlarge almes, as did befall : 
Like asa Lion _—_ chaunce doth fall, 
Intothe bunters toyle,doth rage and rore; 
In royall heart dildaiming to bethrall; 
Butallinvaine : for whatmight one doe more? 


They hauc him gaken captiue, though it grieuc himſore. | 
S ; Where« 
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Whereof when newes to Triemond was brought, 
Thereas helay, his wound heſooneforgot; 
And ftarting vp, ſtraight for his armour ſought : 
In vaine he ſought; for,there hefound it not ; 
Cambello it away beforchad got : 

Cambelloes armes thereforche on him threw, 
Andlightly iflewd forthto take his lot. 
There he in troupe found all that warlike crew, 

Leading his friend away, full ſory to his vew. 


4 
Into the thickeſt of that kniphel preace 
He thruſt, and {mote downe pf that was berweene, 
Caried with feruent zcalc; ne did he cealle , 
Till that he came where he had Cambell ſeene, 
Like captiuethral two other Knights atweene, 
There he amongſt them cruellhauocke makes ; 
That they which lead him, ſoone enforced beene 
To let himlooſeto ſauetheir proper ſtakes: 
Who being freed, from one a weapon fiercely takes. 


With that he driues at hh dreadfull might, 
Both in remembrance of has fricnds late harme, 
Andinreuen tof his owne deſpight; 

So both together giue anew allarme, 

Asif but now the battell waxed warme. 

As when two W_—_— do breake by force 
Intoan heard, omthe husband farme, 
They ſpaile and ravine withoar all remorſe ; 


So did theſe two through all the field, theirfoes enforce. 
6 


Fiercely they follow'd on ode bolde emprize, 
Till erumpets ſound did warnethem alltoreſt; 
Then all with one conſent did yield the prize 
To Triamond and Cambell as the beſt. 

But Triamoud to Cambell itreleaſt. 

And Cambellit to Triamond transferd; 

Each labouring t'aduance the others geſt, 

And make hus praiſe before his ownepreferd : 
Sothatthe doom was to another day differd. 


7 
The laſt day came, when allchoſe knights againe 
Aſſembled were, their deeds of arms to ſhew. 
Full many deeds that day were ſhewedplaine : 
But Satyrane bouc all the other crewe, 
His wondrous worth declar'd in all mens view. 
For, from the firſt he to the laſt endured: 
And though ſome while Fortune from him withdrew, 
Yet euermore his honour he recured, 
And with ynwearicd powre bis parry ſtill aſſured. 


8 
Newas there Knightthat al thought of armes, 
But that his vtmoſt prowefle there made knowen, 
Thatby their many wounds, and carelefſe harmes, 
By ſhiuered ym and {words all vader ſtrowen, 
ields 


By ſcattered was cafieto beſhowen. 
There might yeſce looſe ſteedsatrandonronne, 
Whoſel eriders late were oucrthrowen ; 


And Squiers make haſte to helpe their Lords fordonne: 
But ſtill the Knights of Maidcahead the better wonne 3 


Till that there entred on Fi. FW fide, 

A ſtranger knight, from whence no man could reed. 

In queyut diſguiſe, full hard to be deſcride. 

For, all his armour was like (aluage weed, 

With woody moſle bedight, and all his ſteed 

With oaken leaues attrapt, thatſeemed fit 

For ſaluage wight, and thereto well agreed 

His word which on hisraggged ſhield was writ, 
Saluageſſe ſans fineſſe, ſhewing lecretwit. 


40 
He at his firſt in-comming, charg'd his ſpeare 
At him, that firſt appeared in has fight: 
That was to weet, the ſtout Sir Sangliere, 
Who well was knowento be a valiant Koight, 
Approucd oft in many aperlous fight. 
Him at the firſt encounter downe he ſmote, 
And ouer-bore beyond his crouper quight, 
And after him another Knight, thathote 
Sir Brianor, {0 ſore, that — life bebote. 


41 

Then ere his hand he reard, he ouerthrew 
Seuen Knights, offe after other as they came : 
And when his ſpeare was bruſt, his ſword he drew, 
The inſtrument of wrath, and with the ſame 
Far'd like a lion in his bloudy game, 
Hewing, and laſhing ſhields, and helmets bright, 
And beating downe what eucr nigh him came 
That euery one gan ſhun his dreadfull ſight, 

No lefle then death it ſelfe in dangerous affright. 


42 

Much wondred all men, what or whence he came, 

That did amongſtthe troupes ſo tyrannize 3 

An4 cach of other gan enquire his name. 

But when they could not learne it by no wiſe, 

Moſt anſwerable to his wild diſguiſe 

It ſeemed, himto tearm the ſaluage knight. 

But certes hisright name was otherwiſe, 

Though knowneto few, that Arthegall he hight, 
The doughneſt knighttharliv'd thatday,& moſt of nught. 


4 
Thus was Sis Satyrane with al his band, 
By his ſole manhood and atchiuement ſtout 
Diſmayd, thatnone of them in field durſt ſtand, 
Bur beaten were, and chaſed all about. 
So he continued all that day throughout, 
Till evening, thatthe Sunne gan downward bend. 
Then ruſhed forth out of the thickeſt rout 
A ſtranger knight, that did his glory ſhend ; 
So, nought may be eſteemed happy till the end. 


44 

He at his entrance charg'd his powrelull ſpeare 
At Arthegall, in raicleſ of his pride; an 
And therewith ſmote him on his Vmbnere , 
So ſore, that tombling backe, he downe did {lide 
Ouer his horſes taile aboue a ſtride; 
Whence little luſt he had to riſe againe. 
Which Cambellſceing, much the = enuide, 
Andranathim with all his mightand maine ; 

But ſhortly was likewiſe ſecne lying on the Plaine, 4 
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Whereat full :nly wroth was Triamond, Like ayin ſomumers day WF". DO heat 
And caſt t'-ucnge the ſhame doen to his friend : Doth burne the carb, and boyledriuers dry, 
-But by his friend, hamlelfe eketoone he fond, Thatall brute beaſts forg's ro refraine fro mcat, 
In no lefle need of help, then him he weead. Doe huntfor ſhadgy whaze ſhrowded they may lie, 
All which when Zlandamour from end to cud And myffing it, fan themlclues to flic; 
Beheld, he woxetherewith dilpleaſed fore, All travellers A with paine : 
And thought ia mind it ſhortly to amend: A watry cloud doth oucrcalt the skie, 
Has ſpeare he feutred, and at him it bore 3 And pourcth forth 2 ſudden ſhoure of raine, 
Bur with no better tortune, thenthe reſt afore. Thatall the wretched world recomforteth againe : 
46 43 
Full many others athum likewiſeran : So did the warhke Priomart reſtore 
Bur all of them likewiſe diſmounted were. Theprize, toknights of leoly day 
Ne certes wonder; for, no powre of man (Which elſe was like to haue bee ind bore 
Could bide the force of that enchanted ſpeare, The prayle proweſlefr . 
The which this famous Britomart did beare 3 Then ſhrilling crompers loudly games bray, 
With which ſhe wondrous deeds of arms atchicued, And bade them leaue their laboursandlongtoyle, 
And overthrew what cuer came her neare, To ioyous feaſt and other gentle plays 
That all thoſe ſtranger knights full ſore agrieued, Where beauties prize ſhould win that precious ſpoyle: 
And that late weaker band of chalcngers relieucd, Where 1with ſound of trumpe will alſoreſtawhile. 
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The Ladies for the girdle ſtriue 
Of famous Florimell, ;. * 
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. 
T hath been through all ages cuer ſeene, That girdle gaue the no chaſte loue, 
That with the prayſe of armes and cheualry, And wiuchood true,to all that did it beare ; 
Theprize of beauty ſtill hath ioyned been; But whoſocuer contrary doth proue, _ 
7 And thatfor reaſons ſpecaall priuuty : Might not the ſara about her middle weare, 
For, eyther doth on other much rely, Butit would looſe, or elſe alunderteare. 
For, he me ſecmes moſt fit the Fure to ſerue, Whilome it was (as Faeries wontr J 
Thatcan her beſt defend fromvilleny; Dame Yenws girdle, by her Ate, 
And ſhe moſt fit his ſeruice doth deſerue, What time ſhe vs'dto liug in wiuely fort; 
That faireſt is,and from her faith will neuerwerue. But layd aſide, when io ſhe vs'd her looſer ſport. 
2 4 
So fitly now here commeth nextin place, Her husband Yulca# wbylome for herlake, 
After the proofe of proweſle —_ well, When firſt he lougd her with heartenrire, 
The controuerle of beauties ſoueraigne grace; This precious ornament they ſay did make, 
In which to her that doth the moſt —_— And wrought ip Lemno with vaqucnched fire : 
Shall fall the girdle of faire Florimell : And afterwards did for her loues firſt hire, 
That many wiſh to win for glory vaine, Giueitto her forcuer to remaioe, 
And not for vertuous vie, which ſome do tell Therewithto bind laſciuious deſire, 
Thatglorious belt didin itſelfe containe, And looſe afteGtions ſtreighaly toreftraige; 
Which Ladycs ought to louc, amd ſceke for toobtaine. Which + 3 aki cuc after didretaine. RY 
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Theſame oneday, when the her ſc]fe difpos'd 
To vifite her beloued Paramoure, 
The god of warre, ſhe from her middleloos'd, 
And leftbchind herin her ſecretbowre, 
On Aridalian mount, where many an howre 
She with the pleaſant Graces wont to play. 
Therc F'orimellin her firſt ages flowre 
Was foſtred by thoſe Graces, (as they (ay) 
And brought with her from thence that goodly belt away. 
6 


That goodly belt was Ceſtas hight by name, 
Andas her life by her eſteemed deare. 
No wonder then, if that to winne the ſame 
So many Ladies fought, as ſhall = 
For, pecreleſſe ſhe was thought, that didit beare. 
And now by this,their feaſt all being ended, 
The iudges which thereto ſeleted were, 
Into delay ficld adowne deſcended, 

To deemethis dourfull caſe, for which they all contended. 


7 
But firſt was queſtion made, which of thoſe Knights 
Thatlately turneyd, had the wager wonne : 
There was it iudged by thoſe worthy wights % 
That Satyrane the firſt day beſt had donne : 
Fer, he laſt ended, hauing firſt begonne. 
The ſecond was to Trramond behight, 

For that he ſav'd the Vietour from fordonne : 
For, Cambell ViQtour was in all mens ſight, 
Till by nuſhap he in his foc-mens hand did light. 
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Thethird dayes prize vnto the ſtranger Knight, 
Whom all men tcarm'd Knight of the Hebene ſpeare, 
To Britomart was giuen by good right; 
For thatwith puiflant ſtroke ſhe downe did beare 
The Salwage Knight, that Vitour was whilcare, 
And all thereſt, which had the beſt afore, 
And to the laſt vnconquer'd did appeare; 
For, laſtis deemed belt. To her therefore 

The fayreſt Lady was adiudg'd for Paramore. 


9 
Butthereat greatly grudged Arthegall, 
And —_— al. ry = _ Viors meede, 
Andeke of honour ſhe did him foreſtall. 
Yet mote he not withſtand what was decreed; 
Butinly thought of that deſpightfull deed 
Fit time t'awaite auenged for to bee, 
This being ended thus, and all agreed, 
The next enſew'd the Paragon to ſee 


Of beauties praile, and yeeld the fayreſt her due fee. 
10. 
Then firft Cambello brought vnto their view 


Hisfiire Cambina, coucred with a veale ; 

Which being onee withdrawne, moſt perfe&thew 

And paſling _ did cftloones reucale, 

That able was weake hearts away to ſteale, 

Next,did Sir Triamond vnto their fight 

The face of his deare Canacee vnheale; 
' Whoſebeautics beameeftſoones did ſhine ſo bright, 
Thatdaz'd theeyes of all, as with exceeding light. 


I1 
And after her did Paridellproduce 
His falſe Dueſſa, that ſhe mightbe ſcene; 
Who with her forged beauty did ſeduce 
The hearts of ſome, that faireſt her did weenez 
As diverſe wits afteed divers beene. 
Then did Sir Ferramont vnto them ſhew 
His Lucida, that was full faire and ſheene, 
And after theſe an hundred Ladies moe 
Appeard in place, the which eachother did out-goe. 


I2 
All which who-ſo dare thinke for to enchace, 
Him needeth ſure a golden pen I weene, 
Torellthefearure of each goodly face. 
For, ſince the day thatthey created beene, 
So man man © faces were not ſeene 
Aſſembled in one place: ne hethatthought 
For Chianfolke to pourtraift bewties Queene, 
By view of all the faireſt ro him brought, 
So many faire did ſce, as here he might haue ſought. 


I 

Arlaſt, themoſt redoubred Pritonneſſe 

Herlouely Amoret did open ſhewe ; 

Whoſe face diſcouered, plainely did expreſle 

The heauenly pourtraift of bright Angels hew. 

Well weened all, which herthattime did view, 

That ſhe ſhould furelybearethe bell away, 

Till Blandamovur, who thought he had the trew 

And very Florimell, did her Lplay : | 
The fight of whome onceſeene did all thezeſt diſmay., 


I 

For, all afore that ſeemed faire and bright, 

Now baſe and contemptible did appeare, 

Compar'dto her, that ſhone as Phebes light, 

Amongſt the lefler ſtarres in euening cle 

All that her (awe, with wonder rauiſht were, 

And weend no mortall creature ſne ſhould be, 

But ſome celcſtiall ſhape, that fleſh did beare: 

Yetall were glad there Florimell to ſee; 
Yetthoughtthat Florimell was not ſofaire asſhee. 


5 

As guilefull Goldſmith that by ſecret skall, 

With golden foyle doth finely ouer-ſpred 

Some baſer metall, which commend he will 

Vato the vulgar for good gold inſted, 

He much more goagly glofle thereon doth ſhed, 

To hide his falſhood, then if it were trew : 

So hard, this Idole was tobeared, 

That Florimell her ſelfe in all mens view 
She ſeem'd to paſſe: ſo forged things do faireſt ſhew. 
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1 
Then was the golden beltby doome of all 
Graunted to her, as to the faireſt Dame. 
Which being brought, about her middle ſmall 
They thought to gird, as beſt it her became; 
But by no meanes they could it theretoframe. 
For, cuer as they faſtnedit, itloos'd 
Andfell away, as fceling ſecret blame. 
Full oft about her waſte ſhe it enclos'd; 
And it as oft was from about hir waſte difclos'd. 
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Thar all men wondred at domed ſight, 

And cach one thought , as to their fancies came. 

But ſhe her ſeife di{think itdoen for ſpight, 

And touched was with ſecret wrath and ſhame 

Therewith, as thing deuiz'd her to defame. 

Then many other Ladies likewiſe tride, 

About their tender loynes to knitthe ſamg; 

But it woulinot on none of them abide, 
But when they thoughtit faſt, eftſoones it was vntide. 


18 
Which when that ſcornefull Squire of Dames did view, 

He loudly gan to laugh and thus to ieſt ; 

Alas for pitie that fo faire a crew, 

As like cannot be (eene from Eaſt to Weſt, 
Cannot find onethis girdle to inueſt, 

Fic onthe man, that did it farſt invent , 

To ſhame vs all with this, Fngzrt vubleſs. 

Letncuer Lady to his loue aflent, 
hat bath this day ſo many ſo vamanly ſhent. 


I 
Thercat all Knights gan lagk, and Ladies lowrez 
Till that atlaſtthe gentle Amoret 
Likewiſc aflayd, to proue that girdles powre 
And hauing at about her middleſer, 
Did find it fit, withouten breach or let. 
Whereart the reſt gan greatly to enuy : 
Burt Florimell exceedingly did fret, 
And ſnatching from 3 Io halfe angrily 
The belt againe, about her body gan it tic. 
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fe) 
Yetnathemore would it her body fit; 
Yet nathelefleto her, as her dew right, 
It yeelded was by them, thatiudged it : 
And ſhe h& (elfe adiudged to the Knight, 
That bore the Hebene ſpeare, as wonne in fight. 
But Britomart would not thereto aſſent, 
Ne her owne Amoret torgocſo light 
For that ftrange Dame, whoſe beauties wonderment 


She lefle eltcem'd, thenth'others vertuous gouernmeat, 


21 

Whom when the reſt did (ee her torefuſe, 

They weretull glad,1n hopethemlelues to get her: 

Yer at her choice they all did greatly muſe. 

But after that, the Judges did arrether 

Vnto the ſecond be, that loy'd her better; 

That was the Saluage Knight : buthe was gone 

In great difpleaſurc, that he could notget her. 

Then was = wdged Triamond his one; 
But Triamond lov'd Canacee, and other none. 


22 

Tho, vnto Satyran ſhe was adiudged, 

Who was right glad to gaine [0 goodly meed : 

But Blandamour thereat tull greatly grudged, 

And little prais'd his Jabours ewllipeed, 

That for to winne the (addle, loſt the ſeed. 

Ne lefle thereat did Paridell complaine, 

And thought t'appeale from that which was decreed, 

To ſingle combate with Sir Satyrane. 
Thereto him Ate ftird, new diſcord to maintaine. 


2 oa 
And eke with theſe, full mn other Knights 
She through her wicked working did incenſe, 
Her to demaund, and challenge as their rights , 
Deſerued for their perils recompenlſe. 
Amopgſt the reſt, with boaſtfull vaine pretenſe 
Stept Braggadocchio forth, and as his thrall 
Herclaym'd, by him in battell wonne long fince: 
Whereto her ſeclfe he did to witnefle call ; 
Who being askr accordingly confelſed all, 
2 


4 

Thereat exceeding wroth was Setyran; 

And wroth with Satyrax was Blandamovr ; 

And wroth with Blandamour was Eriuan; 

And atthem both Sir Paridell did loure. 

So all rogether ſtird vp ſtrifcfull toure, 

And ready were new battell to darraine. 

Each oneprofeſt to be her paramour, 

And vow'd with ſpeare and ſhield itto maintaine ; 
Ne iudges powre, ne reaſons rule motethem reſtraine, 


25 
Which troublous ſtirrewhen Satyrane auiz'd , 
He gan to caſt how to 2 ethclame ; 
Andto accord them all, this meanes deuiz'd: 
Firſt in the midſt to fer that faireſt Dame, 
To whom each one his chalenge ſhould diſclame, 
And he himlelfe his right would cke releaſe: 
Then look to whom ſhe voluntary came, 
He ſhould withour diſturbance her poſleſle : 
Sweet is the louethat comesalone with willingneſle. 
26 
They all agreed : and then that ſnowy Mayd 
Was 7, middeſtplac' — San all; 
All on her gazing wiſhe, and vowd, and prayd, 
And to the Queene of beauty cloſe did a, 
That ſhe vnto their portion mightbefall. 
Then when ſhe long bad lookt vpon each one, 
As though ſhe wiſhed to haue pleaſd them all, 
Atlaſt to Braggadocchio ſelfe alone 
She came of her accord, inſpight of all his fone. 


27 
Which whenthey all beheld, they chaf tandrag'd, 
And woxe nigh mad for w fearts deſpighr, 
Thatfrom reuenge their willes they ſcarce allwag'd: 
Some thought from him her to haue reft es. ba 
Some proffter made with him for her to fight. 
But he nought car'd for all that they could fay : 
For, he their words as wind eſteemed light. 
Yet not fit place hethoughtit thereto hy, 
But ſecretly from thence that night her bore away. 
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They which remaynd, ſoſoone as they perceiu'd, 

That ſhe was gone, departed thence with ſpeed, 

And follow'd them, in mind her to haue reau'd 

From wight vnworthy of ſo noble meed. 

In which purſuit how cach one did ſucceed, 

Shall elſe be told in order, as it fell. 

But now of Britomart ithere doth neede 

The hard aducntures and ſtrange haps to tell; 
Since with the reſt ſhe went nog after Florimell. 
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For, ſoone as ſhe themſawerto diſcord ſer, 

Her liſt no longer inthat placeabide; 

But taking with herlouely Amoret, 

Vpon her firſt aduentureforth did ride, ; 

Toſeck her loy'd, making blind Loue her guide. 

Valucky Mayd to ſeeke her enemy! 

Vnlucky Mayd toſeckehim farre and wide, 

Whom, when he was vato her ſelfe moſt nie, 
She through his late diſguizement could him not deſcric. 


0 
So muchthe more her wich, the more hertoyle: 
Yetneither toyle nor griefe ſhe once didſpare, 
In ſeeking him, that (ould her paine affoile ; 
Whereto great comfort in her {ad misfare 
Was Amoret, companion of her care : 
Who likewiſe ſought her louer long miſ-went, 
The gentle Scudamour, whoſe heart whileare 
Thar ſtryfetull hag with icalous diſconteut 
Had fild, that he to fell revenge was fully bent; 


I 

Bent to reuenge on blameleſle Britomart 

The crime, which curled Ate kindled carſt, 

The which like thornes did pricke his icalous heart, 

And through his ſoulelike poyſoned arrow pearc't, 

That by no reaſon it mightbe reuerſt, 

For oughtthat Glazce could or doe or lay. 

For, aye themorethat ſhe the ſamerehearſt, 

The more it gauld, and grieu'd him night and day, 
That nought bur dire reucnge his anger mote defray. 


2 
So as they trauelled,the troming night 
Couered with cloudy ſtorm and bitter ſhowre, 
That dreadfull ſeem'd to euery living wight, 
Vpon themfell, before her timely howre; 
That forced them to ſecke ſome couert bowre, 
Wherethey might hide their heads in quierreft, 
And ſhrowd their perſons from that ſtormy ſtowre. 
Not farre away,not mectefor any gueſt 
They ſpide a littlecottage ,hke ſome poore mans neſt, 


3 
Vader a ſteepe hilles fideit rcel Was, 
There where the mouldred earth had cay'd the banke; 
Andfaſt befidealittle brooke did paſs 
Of muddy water, that like puddle ſtanke; 
By which, fewe crooked (allowes grewe in ranke : 
Whereto approching nigh, they heard the ſound 
Of manyiron hammers beating ranke, 
And anſwering their weary turnes around, 


Thatſeemed ſome black-ſmith dweltin that deſert groiid. 


4 
There entring in, they found the goodman ſelfe, 
Full buſily vato has worke ybent; 
Who was to weet, a wretched weariſhelfe, - 
With hollow eyes and raw-bone cheeks forſpent, 
As if he hadin priſon long been pent : 
Full blacke and grieſly did his face appeare, 
Beſmeard with ſmoke thatnigh his eye-ſight blent; 
With rugged beard, and hoary ſhagged heare, 
The which he neuer wont to combe, or comely ſheare. 


F 
Rude was his garment, md torags allrent, 
Ne better had he, nefor better cared : 
With bliſtred hands emongſt the cindersbrent, 
And fingers filthy, with long nayles vopared, 
Right fit to rend the food, on which he fared. 
His name was Care; a black-{mith by his trade, 
That neither day nor night, from working ſpared, 
But to ſmall purpoſe iron wedges made; 
Thoſe be ynquiet thoughts, that caretull minds inuade. 
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In which his worke he had Ze ſeruants preſt, 
About the Andvile ſtanding eucrmore, 
With huge greathammers, that did neuer reſt 
From heaping ſtroakes, which thereon ſouled ſore: 
All fixe, ſtrong groomes, but one then other more; 
For, by degrees they all were diſagreed ; 
So likewiſe did the hammers which they bore, 
Like belles in greatneſle orderly ſucceed, 

That he which was the laſt, the firſt did farre exceed. 


7 
He like a monſtrous Giane leem'd in fight, 
Farre paſſing Bronteus, or Pyracmon great, 
Thewhich in Liparidoe day and niche 
Frame thunder-bolts for Toues aucn gefull threat. 
So dreadfully he did the anduile bear, 
Thatſcem'd to duſt he ſhortly would it driue : 
So huge his hammer and (o fierce his hear, 
Thatſcem'd arock of Diamond it couldriue, 
And rend aſunder quite, if he thereto liſt ſtriue. 
8 
Sir Scudamour there canring, much adnured 
The manner of their worke and weary paine ; 
And hauing long beheld, atlaſt enquired 
Thecauſe andend thereof : bur al invaife; 
For, they for nought would from their work refraine, 
Nelcthis ſpeeches comevnto theireare. 
And eke the breathfull bellowes blew amaine, 
Liketo the Northren wind, that none could heare: 


Thoſe Penſiuenes did moue; and Sighes the bellowes were. 


Which when that Wanda Lox heſaidnomore, 
But in his armour laid him downetoreſt : 
Toreſt, helayd him downe vpon the flore , 
(Whilome for ventrous knights the bedding beſt) 
And thought his weary limbs to haue redreſl. 
And that ojde aged Dame, his faithfull Squire, 
Herfeeble joints layd eke adownetoreſt; , 
That needed much herweake age to deſire, 

After ſo long atraucll, which them both did tire. 
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There lay Sir Scudamourlong while expeCting, 

When gentle ſleepe his beauy eyes would cloſe; 

Oft changing fides, and oftnew place eleCting, 

Where better ſeem'd he mote himſelferepoſe; 

And oftin wrath he thence againe vproſe ; 

And oftin wrath he layd hum downe againe. 

But whereſocuer he did himſclfe diſpole, 

He by no meanes could wiſhed caſe obtaine : 
So cuery placeſcem'd painefull, and each changing _ 
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And euermore, when he to ſlcepe did thinke, 

The hammers ſound his ſenles did moleſt; 

And euermore, when he began to winke, 

The bellowes noyle diſturb'd his quietreſt, 

Ne luffred fleepe to ſertle in his byeſt. 

Andall the nightthe dogs did barke and houle 

Abour the houſe, at ſent of ftranger gueſt : 

And now the crowing Cocke, and now the Owle 
Lowdeſhriking him afflicted to the very loule. 


2 
And if by fortune any litle nap, 

Vpon his beauy eye-lids chaunc'r to fall, 
Ettſoones one of thoſe villeins him did rap 
Vpon his head-peece with his yron mall 
Thathe was ſoone awaked therewithall, 
Andlightly ſtarted vp as one aftrayd ; 
Or as if one him ſuddenly did call. 
So,oftentimes he out of rs abrayd, 


And then lay muziog long, on that himill apayd. 


Solong he muzed, andſo hag he lay, 
Thar atthelaſt his weary ſprite oppreſt 
With fleſhly weakenefle, which no creature may 
Long time reſiſt, gaue place to kindly reſt, 
That all his ſenſes did full ſoonearreſt : 
Yetin his ſoundeſt ſleepe, his dayly feare 
His ydle brauwe gan bufily made 
And made him dreame thoſe two diſloyall were: 


44 
With that, the wicked carle,the maſter Smith, 

A paire of red-hot iron tongs did take 

Our of the burning cinders, and therewith, 

Vander his fide him nipt; thatforc't to wake, 

He felt his heart for very paine to quake, 

And ſtarted vp auen ed for to be 

On him, the which his quiet flomber brake : 

Yer looking round about him none could fee; 
Yet did the ſmartremaine, though he himlelfe did flee. 


45 

In ſuch diſquiet and heart-fretring paine, 

Heall thatnight, thattoo long night did paſſe. 

And now the day outof the mane 

Began to peepe aboue this carthly maſſe, - -- 

Wuh pearly deaw iy the morning grafle: 

Then vp herolc like heauy lumpe of lead 3 

That n his face, asin a lookivg glaſſe,  - 

The ſignes of anguiſh one mote _ read, 
And ghefſe the mano be diſmayd with icalous dread. 

6 


4 
Vato his lofty ſteede he clombeanone, 
And forth vpon his former voyage fared, 
And with ham ekethat aged Squire attone 3 
Who, whatſocuerperill was prepared, 


Both <quall paines, and eq perill ſhared : 
The end whereof and ous cucnt 
Shall for another canticle be (pared. 


But here my weary teeme nigh ouer-ſpent 


The things that day moſt minds, at night do moſt appeare. Shall breath it ſelfe awhile, after ſo long awent. 


-——— *4 p OO —— ' #-Y AF * y 
ERR 6 3 RD ASME HULL 

a YESED a ESSE $7 PRO DRE 
- X WD<W Gy \/ hed ITY}; | 


- -N LOSE) X 
Canto VI. 


Both Scudamonr and _Arthegall F bf 
Doe fight with Britomart : * T's = 

He ſees her face , doth fall in loue, 2 « AWE 
And / 003 f1 rom her depart. LAOOAAGGLARCACARGAGD0.M 


— 
AV} h 
—_ YUTYMCXWS 


; I - », A .——- < Fo Ot S& . > T p ” M's war S==< — —_ = <<) 
| W, inet ANTS Ty, at RSX) > b SII>GEF Y: 7 
ee Bd > <a Tat; JAARSSET AS WY F541 Ip 


- a 
So” : 7 I ISS + = 4.” - O 
APE AR Ie === 
<5 


2 
Who, having left thatreſtleſſe houſe of Care, 


1 
Hart equall tormenttothe griefe of mind, 
And pyning anguiſh hid in gentle heart, 
WE Thatinly teeds it ſelfe with thoughts vnkiode, 
Q And nouriſheth her owne conſurung ſmart? 
What medicine can any Leaches art 
Yeeld ſuch a ſore, thatdoth her grieuance hide, 
And will tonone her maladieimpart ? 
Such was the woundthat Scudamour did gride; 
For which, Dan Phebus (elfe cannotafalne prouide. 


UMI 


The next day, as he on his way did ride, 

Full of melancholy and fad misfare, 

Through miſconceit; all vnawares elpide 

An armed knightvnder a forreſt fide, 

Sirting 1n ſhade beſide hs grazing ſteed; 

Who Trove as them approaching he deſcride, 

Gantowards them to pricke with eager ſpeed, 
Thatſcent'd he was full bent to ſome muſchueuous deed. . 
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2 
Which, Scudamour perceiu ing, forth ifſlewed 
To haue r'encountred him in equallrace; 
But, ſoone asth'other, nigh approching, viewed 
The armes hebore, his 7 e gan abaſe. 
And yoid his courſe : at which fo tuddein caſe 
He wondred much. Butth'otherthus can fay ; 
Ah gentle Scudamour, vnto your grace 
I mc fubmit, and you of pardon pray, 
That almoſthad againſt you celpaſſed this day. 


Whcreto thus Scudamour, Smoall harme it were 
For any knight, vpon a ventrous knight 
Withour dhtpleaſancefor to proue his ſpeare. 
But readeyou'Sir, fith ye my name haue bight, 
Whatis your owne ? that I mote you requite. 
Certes,ſayd he, ye mote as now excule 
Mefromdiſcoucring you my namearight : 
For, time yet ſerues that Ithe ſame refuſe, 

But call ye me the Saluage Knight, as others vic. 


T hen this, Sir Saluage Knighe, quoth he zarecd; 
Or, doe you here within this forreſt wonne? 
(That ſcemethwellto anſwereto your weed ) 
Or, hauc yeitfor{ome occaſion donne ? 
Thatrather (eemes, fith knowen armes ye ſhonne. 
This other day, ſayd he, a ſtranger knighr 
Shame and diſhonour bath vnto me donne ; 
On whom I waitto wreak that foule deſpight, 
When-cuer he this way ſhall paſſe by day or night. 
6 


Shame be his mcedc, quoth he, that meaneth ſhame. 
But what is he, by whom ye ſhamed were? 
A ſtranger knight, ſayd he, vaknowne by name, 
But knowneby fame, and by an Hebene ſpeare, 
With which, he a!l that met Lim, downe did beare, 
He in an open Turncy lately held, 
Fro nie the honour of that game did reare; 
Andhauing me, allwearyearſt,downefeld, 
Thefayreſt Lady reft,and cuer fince withheld: 


7 
When Scudamour heard mention of that ſpeare, 
He wiſt rightwell, that it was Britomart , 
The which from him his faireſt Loue did bcare. 
Tho, gan he {well in cuery inner part, 
For fell deſpight, and gnaw his icalous heart, 
Thatthus he ſharp] od; Now by my head, 
Yet is notthis the firſt vnknightly part, 
Which that ſame knight, whom by bis launce Tread, 


Hath docnto noble knights , that many makes him dread, 
8 


For, lately he my Loue hath fro mereft, 
And eke defiled with foule villanie 
Theſacredpledge, which in his faith was left, 
In ſhame of knighthood and fidelity; 
The which ere long full dearec he ſhall abie. 
And if to that auengeby you decreed 
This hand may help, orſuccour ought ſupply, 
It ſhallnot faile, when-ſo ye ſhall it need. 
So both to wreake their angdes on Britomart agreed. 


9 
Whiles thus they communed, lofarre away 
A knightlotrriding towards them they ſpide, 
Attyr'd in forraine armes and ſtrange array : 


Whom when they nigh approacht, they plaine deſcride 


To be the ſame, tor whom they did abide. 
Sayd then Lir Scudamour, Sir Saluage knight 
Let methis crauc, fith firſt I was detade, 
That firſt I may that wrong to him requite: 
Andif Ihapto faile, you ſhalf recure my right. 


10 

Which being yeelded, he his threatfull ſpeare 
Gan fewter, and againſt her fiercely ran. 
Who, ſoone as ſhe him ſawe approaching neare 
With ſo fellrage, herſelfe ſhe lightly gan 
Todight, ro welcome him, well as ſnecan:; 
Butentertaind him in ſo rude a wile, 
Thatto the ground ſhe ſmore both horſe and man; 
Whencenei - oxcatly haſtedto ariſe, 

But on their common harmes together did deuize. 


11 

But Artegall, beholding his miſchance, 

New matter added to his former fire; 

And eftaucntring his ſteele-headed launce, 

Againſt her rode, full of difpitcous ire, 

That nought but ſpoyle and vengeance did require. 

But to himſelfe his felonous intent 

Returning, diſappointed his defire, 

Whiles vnawares his faddle he forwent,. 
And found himſelfe on ground in great amazement. 


12 

Lightly he ſtarted vp outof that ſtound ; 

And fnatching forth his direfull deadly blade, 

Did leapeto her, as doth an eger hound 

Thruſt to an Hynd within ſome couert glade, 

Whom without perill ht cannot inuade. 

With ſuch fell greedineſſe heheraflayled, 

That though ſte mounted were, yetheher made 

To giuc him ground (ſo much his force preuayled) 
And ſhun his mighty ſtrokes, gainſt which no arms auailed, 


I | 
So as they courſed hereand « SST" 

That in her wheeliog round, behind her creſt 
So ſorely he her ſtrooke, that thence it glaunc'r 
Adowne her backe, the whuch it fairely bleſt 
From foule miſchaunce; ne did it cuer reſt, 
Till on her horſes hinder parts it fell ; 
Where biting deepe, ſo —__— reſt, 
That quiteit chyn'd his back chind the ſel}, 


And to abghton foote heralgates did compdl: 


14 
Like as the lightning brond fromriuen skie, 


Throwne out by angry Towe in his vengeance, 

With dreadfull force falles on ſome ſteeple hiez 
Which battring, down it on the Church doth glaunce, 
And teares it all with terrible miſchaunce. 

Yet ſhe no whit diſmayd, her ſtecd forſook, 

And caſting from her that enchaunted launce, 

Vato her ſword and ſhicld her ſoonebetooke ; 


And therewithall at himright furiouſly ſhe ſtrooke. 
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So furiouſly ſhee ſtrooke in her firſt hear, 
Whiles with long fight on foot he breathleſſe was, 
Thar ſhe him forced backward to retreat, 
And yielde ynto her weapon way topals : 
Whoſe raging rigour neither ſteele nor braſs 
Could ſtay, but to the tender fleſh it went, 
And pour'd the purple bloud forth on the graſs; 
That all his male yriv'd, andplates yrent, 


Shew'd all his body bare vnto the cruell dent. 


16 


Atlength, when as he ſaw ber haſtic hear 


Abate, and panting breath begin tofaile, 

He through long lufferance growing now more great, 
Role in his ſtrength, and gan her freſh aſſaile, 
Heaping my ſtroakes, as thickeas ſhowre of haile, 
And laſhing dreadfully at cuery part, 

As if he thought her ſoule to dilcntraile. 

Ah ! cruell hand, and thrice more cruell hart, 


Thatwork'it ſuch wreck on her, to whom thou deareſt art. 


17 


What iron courage euer could endure, 


To worke ſuch outrage on ſo fure a creature ? 

And in his madneſle Finke with hands impure 

To ſpoyle fo goodly workmanſhip of Nature, 

The Maker ſelfe reſembling in her feature ? 

Certes, ſome helliſh furie, or ſome fiend 

This miſchiefe fram'd, for their firſt loues defeature, 
To bathe their hands in bloud of deareſt friend, 
There-by to make their loues beginning, their liucs end. 


18 
Thus long they trac'r, and trauerſt to and fro, 
| Sometupes purſewivg, and ſometimes purſewed, 
Stll as advantage they eſpide thereto : 
But toward th'end, Sir Arthegall renewed 
His ſtrength ſtill more, but the ſtill more decrewed. 
Atlaſt, his lucklefle hand he heau'd on hie, | © 
Hawng hus forces all in one accrewed ; 
And there-with ſtrooke at her ſo hideouſly, ' 
That ſeemed nought but death mote be her deſtinie. 


I 
The wicked ſtroke vpon her helmet chaunc'r, 
And with the force, which in itſelfe it bore, 
Her ventaile ſhar'd away, and thence forth glaunc't 
Adowne in vaine, ne harm'd her any more. 
With that, her Angels face (vnſcene afore) 
Like to the ruddy morneappear'din fight, 
Deawed with filuer drops, through ſweating ſore 
Butſomwhat redder then beſcem'd args 
Through toyleſome heat, and labour of her weary fight. 
20 
&ndround aboutthe ſame, her yellow haire AY 
Hauivg through ſtirring loos'd their wont R 
Like . agolden denies did appeare, 
Framed in Goldſmithes forge with cunning hand: 
Yet Goldſiniths cunning could not viderſtand 
To frame ſuch ſubtilewire, ſo ſhinie cleare. 
For, it did gliſter like the golden ſand, 
Thewhich Pattolus with his waters ſhere, 
Throwes forth ypon the riuage roundabout him nere. 


21 
And as his hand he vp againe did reare, 
Thiokiog to ——_ on her his vemoſt wrack, 
His powrelefſe arme benumbd with ſecrerfeare, 
From his reucugefull purpoſe ſhruake aback; 
And cruell ſword out of his fingers ſlack 
Feli downe to ground, as if the ſteele had ſenſe, 
And feltſomeruth, or ſenſe his hand did lacke: 
Or both of them did thinke, obedience 
To doeto {o diuine a beauties excellence. 


22 

And he himlfelfe, long pazing there-vpon, 

Arlaſt, fell hs _ vpon his knee, 

And of his wonder madercligion, 

Weening ſome heauenly pode he did ſee, 

Or elle vaweeting whatit elſe might bee 3 

And pardon her bcſought his errour fraile, 

Thar had done out-rage in ſo high ;, 

Whal'ſt trembling horrour did hus ſenſe affaile, 
And madecach member quake,8 manly hart to quaile- 


2 
Nath'leſſe, ſhe full of wrath for that late ſtroke, 
All that long whule vp-held her wrathfull hand, 
With fell intear, on him to beene ywroke, 
And looking ſterne, ſtill oyer him did ſtand, 
Threatnipg to ſtnke, ynlefſc he would withſtand : 
And badehimriſe, orfurely he ſhould die. 
Burt die or liue, for nought he would vp-ſtand, 
But her of pardon prayd more Ys 
Or wreake on him her will for ſo great imuury. 


24 
Which when as Scudamour, who now abrayd, 
Bcheld, where-as he ſtood norfarre afide, 
He was there-with right wondroufly diſmayd: 
And drawing nigh, when as he plame deſcride 
Thar peerclefle patterne of Dame Natures pride, 
And heauenly image of perfeQtion, 
He bleſt himaſelfe, as one ſoreterrifidez 
And turning feare to faint deuotion, 
Did worſhip her as ſome celeſtiall viſion. 


, 2 F 
But Glawce, ſeeing all that chaunced there, 


VVell weeting how their errour to afloyle, 
Full glad of fo good end, to them drew nere, 
Ander lalewd with ſeemely bel-accoyle, 
Ioyous to ſee herſafe after long toyle. 
Then her beſought, as ſhe to her was deare, 
To vnto thoſe warriours truce awhile ; 
VVhich yeelded, they their beuers vp didreate, 
And ſhew'd themſcluesto her, ſuch as indeed they were. 


26 
When Britomert with ſharpe avizefulleye 


Tempredwith fiernendiſe and {20 mateſtie, 


She gan efrſoones it to her mind to call, 
To bethtfame which in her fathers ball 


_—. qr ln ts 
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27 
Yet ſhee it forc'tto haue _ vp-held, 


As faiming choler, which was turn'd to cold : 
Bur euer when his vilage ſhe beheld, 
Her hand fell downe, and would no longer hold 
The wrathfull weapon gainſt his countnance bold : 
But when in vaineto fight ſhe oft aflay'd, 
Shee arm'd her tongue, and thought athimro ſcold; 
Nath'lefſe, her tongue notto her will obayd, (Gaid. 
But broughtforth ſpeeches milde,when ſhe wold haue miſ- 
28 
But Scudamore, now woxen inly glad, 
That all his zealous feare he Ge had found, 
And how that Hag his loue abuſed had 
With breach of fayth, and loyaltie vaſound, 
The which long time his gricued hartdid wound, 
He thus be-ſpake ; Certes, Sir Arthegall, 
I ioy toſce you loutſo lowe on ground, 
And now become to liue a Ladies thrall, 
That whylome in your minde wont to deſpiſe themall. 


2 
Soone as ſhee heard the a—_ of Arthegall, 
Her hart did leape, and all her hart-{trings tremble, 
For ſuddaineioy, and ſecret feare withall, 
And all her vitall powres with motion nimble, 
Toſuccour it, themſclues gan thereaſlemble; 
That by the {wift recourſe of fluſhing blood 
Right plaine appear'd, though ſhe it would diſſemble, 
And fayned ſhll her former angry mood, 
Thinking to hide the depth by troublng of the flood: 


| 0 
VVhen Glaucethus gan wilely all vp-knit; 
Ye _m Knights, whom fortune here hath brought, 
To be ſpectators of this vncouth fit, 
Which {ecretfatc hath in this Lady wrought, 
Againſt the courſe ot kind : ne meruailenought, 
Ne thenceforthfeare thething that hithertoo 
Hath troubled both your minds with idle thought, 
Fearing leaſt ſhe your Loues away ſhould woo; 
Fearcd in vaine, fith meanes yeſce there wants theretoo. 


31 
And you Sir Arthegal, the lalvage knight, 
Hence-forth may not diſdaine, that womans hand 
Hath conquered you ancw in ſecond fight: _ 
For, whylomethey haue conquers ſea and land, 
And heauen it ſelfe, tharnought may them withſtand. 
Ne henceforth be rebellious vnto loue, 
That is the crowne of knighthood, and the band 
Ofnoble mindes deriued trom aboue: 
Which,beeipg knitwithyertue, never will remouc. 


32 

And you faire Lady _—_— my deareſt Dame, 
Relent the rigour of your wrathfull will, 
Whoſe fire were better turn'd to other flame; 
And wiping out remembrance of allill, 
Graunt him your grace; butſo that he fulfill 
The penaunce,which ye ſhall ro him empart: 
For, Louers heauen muſt paſſe by ſorowes hell. 
There-atfull inly b Britomart ; 

But Arthegall, cloſe ſmyling, ioy'dinſecret hart. 


Yet durſt hee notmake . [A ſuddenly, 

Nc thinke th'affeftion of her hartto draw 

From one to other {o quite contrary : 

Beſides, her modeſt — he law 

So goodly grauc, and full of Princely aw, 

The it ba ov fancie did refraine, 

And looſer thoughts to lawfull bounds with-draw ; 

Whereby the paſſion grew more fierce and faine, 
Like to aſtubborne ſteede whom ſtrong hand would re- 


34 (ſtraine, 
But Scudamour, whole hart twixtdobrfull feare 

And feeble hope hung all this while ſuſpence, 

Deſiring of his Amoret to heare 

Some gladfull newes and lure intelli , 

Her thus beſpake ; But fir, without 

Mate requeſt you tydings of my Loue, 

My Amoret, fith you her freed fro thence, 

Where ſhe capriued long, great woes did proue; 
That where ye left, I may herſecke, as doth behoue. 
To whom, thus au ; JO Sir Knight, 

VVhatis of her become, or whither ref 

I cannot vato you arcad aright. 

For, from that time I from Enchaunters theft 

Her freed, in which yec herall hopeleſleleft, 

I berpreſeru'd from perill and from feare, 

Andcuermore from villanie her kept : 

Ne euer was there wight to me moredeare 
Then ſhe, neynto whom I more true loue did bcare. 


46 
Till on a day, as through a deſertwilde 
We wan cd, both weary of the way, 
We did alight. and fate in ſhadow mild; 
Where fearclefſe I toſleepe me downe did lay. 
But whenas I did out 7 wo abray, 
I found her not, where I her left whyleare, 
But thought ſhe wandred was, or gone aſtray. 
I call'd hcr loud, I ſoucht her far and neare 3 
But no where could her find, nor tydings of her heare, 


7 
VVhen Scudamour thoſe ELM tydings heard, 
His hart was thrild withpoynt of deadly feare; 
Ne in his face or blood or life appear'd, 
But ſenſeleſſe ſtoo4, like to a mazed Steare, 
That yctof morrtall ſtroke the ſtound doth beare: 
Till Glawcethus; Faire Sir, benoughtdiſmaid 
With needleſle dread, till certaintie ye heare: 
For, yet ſhe may be ſafe, though ſome-what ſtraid; 
Ir's beſt to hope the beſt, though of the wortt affraid. 
8 


Nath'leſſe, he hardly of hercheareful if 
Did comfort take, or in his troubled ſight 
Shew'd change of better cheare >ſo ſorea breach 
That ſudden newes had made into his ſpright; 
Till Britomert himfairely thus behight; 
Great cauſe of ſorrow, certes Sir ye haue : 
But comfort take: for, by this heauens light 
I vow, you dead or liuing not toleaue, 

Till I her find, and wreake 0n him thather did reaue. 
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There-with hereſted, and Cf pleaſed was. 
So peace becing confirm'd amongſt themall, 
They tooke their ſteeds, and forward thence did pals, 
Vato ſomereſting place which more befall; 
All being guidedby Sir Arthegall. 
Where goodly ſolace was vnto them made, 
And daily feaſting both in bowre and hall, 
Vnrill that they their wounds well healed had, 
And weary limbesrecur'd, after late vlage bad. 
) 


4 
In all which time, Sir Arthegall made way 
Vato the loue of noble Britomart : 
And with mecke ſeruiceand much ſuit did lay 
Continuall fiegevnto her gent!c hart ; 
Which, beeing whylome launc't with louely dart, 
More cath was ncw impreſſion to recciue, 
How-cuer ſhe her paind with womaniſh art 
To hide her wound, that none might it percciuc : 
Vaine is the art that ſeekes it {elfe for to decaue. 
41 
So well hee woo'd her,and fo well he wrought her, 
VVith faireentreaty and fiveet blandiſhment, 
Tkatat thelength,vnto a bay he brought her, 
So as ſheeto his ſpeeches was content 
Tolend an eare, and ſoftly torelent. 
Ar laſt, through many vowes which forth he pour'd, 
And many othes, ſhee yielded her conlent 
To be his Lou, and take him for her Lord, 
Till they with mariage meet might finiſh that accord. 


42 

Tho, when they had long time there taken reſt, 

Sir Arthegall (who all this while was bound 

Vpon an hard adventure yetin queſt) 

Fit time for him thence to depart it found, 

To follow that, which he did long propound; 

And vnto her his congee came to take. 

But her there-with ful ſore diſpleas'd he found, 

Andloth to leaue her late betrothed Make ; 
Her deareſt Loue full loth ſo ſhortly to forkke. 


4 
Yet hee with ſtrong TE 28 her allwaged, 
And wonne her will to ſuffer him depart; 
For which, his faith with her he faſt engaged, 
And thouſand yowes from hottom of fs hart, 


Burtill th 
44 
Wirth which, ſhe for the preſent was appeaſed, 


Thar all ſo ſoone as he by wit or art 
Could thatatchicue, where-to he did afpire, 
He vato her would ſpeedily revert: a. * 
No longer ſpace there-to bh did deſire, 
e horned Moone three courſes did expire. 


And yielded leaue, how cuer malcontent 
She inly were, and in her mindduſpleaſed. 
So,carly on the morrow next he went 
Forth on his way,to which he was ybent; 
Ne wight him to attend, or way to guide, 
As whylome was the cuſtome ancient 


Mongſt Knights, whcn on adyentures didride, 


Sauc that ſhe algates him awhile acco 
45 
Andby the ir age ſundry purpoſe found 


Of this or the time for to , 

And of the perils where-to he was L 
Thefeare whereof ſeem'd much herto affray : 
Bur all ſhe did was but to weare outday. 

Full often-rimesſheleaue of him did take 
Andeftagaine deviz'd ſome-whatte ſay, 
Which ſhe a whereby excuſe to make : 


 Soloth ſhee was his company for to forſake. 
46 
Atlaſt, when all her ſpeeches ſhe had ſpent, 


And new occafion fayld her more to find, 
She lefthim to his fortunes gouernment, 
And back returned with right heauy mind, 
To Scudamowr, who ſhe had left behind: 
With whom ſhe went to ſeeke faire Amoret, 
Her ſecond care, though in another kind; 
For vertues onely ſake (which doth beget 


True loue and faithfull triendſtup) ſhe by her did ſet. 
47 
Backe to that deſert foreſt they retired, 


Where ſory Britomart had loſt her late; 

There they her ſought, and euery where inquired, 
Where they might rydings get of hereſtate; 
Yetfound they none. But by what haplefle fate, 

Or hard misfortune ſhe was thence conuayd, 2 
And ſtolne away from her beloued Mate, 

Werelong to tell; therefore I heere will ſtay 


Vatill another tide, that Lit finiſh may. 
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CAmoret rapt by greedy luſt 

Belphebe ſanes from dread : 
The Squire her loues,& beeing blam'd 
his dayes in doole doth lead. 
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x 
& Reat God of Lone, thatwith thy cruell darts 
G) Dooſt conquer greateſt conquerors on ground, 
\ And (ett'ſt thy kingdomein the capriue harts 


2 

So whylome didſtthou tofaire Florimel, 

And ſo and fo to noble Britomart : 

So dooſt thou now to her, of whom I tell, 

The louely Amoret ; whole gentle hart 

Thou martyreſt with ſorrow and with ſmart, 

Inſ.lvage foreſts, and in deſerts wide, 

VVith Beares and Tigers taking heauy part, 

Withouten comfort, and withourten guide ; 


That pitty is to hearethe perils which ſhe tride. 


Soſoone as ſhe, with that TIO Britonneſſe, 
Had left that Turneyment for beauties prize, 
They trauel'd long ; that nowfor wearineſle, 
Both of the way, and war-hke exerciſe, 
Both through a foreſt riding, did dcuiſe 
T'alight, andreſt their weary limbes awhile. 
There, heauy ſleepe the eye-lids did ſurpriſe 
Of Britomart after long tedious toyle, 

That did her paſſcd paines in quietreſt aſſoyle. 


4 

The whiles, faire Amoret (of nought affeard) 

Walkt through the wood, for pleaſure, or for need; 

When ſuddenly behind her backe ſhee heard 

One ruſhing forth our of the thickeſt weed : 

That,ere ſhe back could turne to taken heede, 

Had vnawares her ſnatchtvp from the ground. 

Feebly ſheſhrickt; but ſo feebly indeed, 

That Britomart heard not the ſhrilling ſound, 
There where through weary trauell ſhe Jay fleeping found. 
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Itwasto weet, a wilde and{aluage man; 
Yet was no man, but onely like in ſhape, 
And ekein ſtature higher by a ſpan, 
All over-growne with haire, that could awhape 
An hardy hart; and his wide mouth did gape 
With huge great teeth, like to a tusked Bore : 
For, he lu'Tall onrauin and onrape 
Of men and beaſts; and fed on fleſhly gore, 

The figne whereof yet ſtain'd his bloudy lips afore. 

6 


His neather lip was not like man nor beaſt, 

But like a wide deepe poke, downe hanging lowe, 

In which he wont thercliques of his feaſt 

And cruell ſpoyle, which he had fpar'd, to ſtowe : 

And over it, his huge greatnoſedid growe, 

Full dreadfully empurpled all with bloud ; 

And downe both fides, two wide long cares did glowe, 

And raught downe to his waſte, when vp he ſtood, 
More great then th'cares of Elephants by Indus flood. 


7 
His waſte was with a wreath of Ivie greene 
Engirt about, ne other garment wore: 
For, all his hairewas like a garment tcne; 
Andin his hand a tall young oake he bore, 
VVhoſeknotty ſnags were ſharpned all afore, 
And beath'd in fire j ſeele —_ inſted. 
But whence he was, or of what wombe ybore, 
Of beaſts, or of the earth, I haue not w« : 
But certes was with milke of Wolues and Tigersfcd. 


This vgly creature, in his armes her ſnatchr, 
And through the foreſt bore her quite away, 
V Vith bryers and buſhes all torent and ſcratcht; 
Ne care he had, ne pitty of the pray, 
Which many a aryl had ſought fo many a day. 
He ſtayed not, butin his armes her bearing, 
Ran till he came toth'cnd of all his way, 
Vato his Caue, farre from all peoples hearing, 


(ring, 


And there hce threw her in, nought tecling, ne nought = 
or 
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For, ſhe (deare Lady) all the way was dead, But what T was,itirkes mec 4 reherſe; . 
Whil'ſt hee in armes her bore; bur when ſhe felt Daughter ynto a Lord _—_ degree 2. 
Her (elte downe ouſt, ſhe waked out of dread That ioyd in peace, tall Fates peruerſe 
Straight into griefe, that her deare hart nigh (welt, VVith gwlefull loue did ſecretly agree, 
And cft gan into tender teares to melt. To over-throwe my ſtate and 7 #. =" 
Then, when ſhe lookt abour, and nothing found It was my lot to loue a gentle Swaine, 
But darkneffe and drad horrour where ſhe dwelt, Yet was he but a Squire of lowe degree; - 
She almoſt fell againe into aſwound; Yet was hee meer, valeſle mine eye did faine, . 
Ne wiſt whether aboue ſhe were, or ynder ground, By any Ladies fide for Lemanto haue line. 
10 16 
VViththar, ſhe heard ſome one cloſe by her fide But for his meaneneſle and diſparagement, 
Sighing and ſobbing ſore, as if the paine My Sire (whq mee too dearely well did loue) 
Her tender hart in peeces would diuide : Vnto my choiſe by no'meanes would affcne, 
Which ſhe long liſtning, ſoftly askt againe Burt often did my folly foule 
What miſter wight itwas that ſo did plaine? Yetnothing could my fixed a x09 
To whom, thus anlwer'd was: Ah! wretched wight, But whetherwill'd ornilledfriend or foe, 
That ſeekes to knowe anothers priefe in vaine, I me refoly'd the vimoſt endto 3 
Vnweeting of thine owne like hapleſle plight; And rather then my Loue ſo, 
Selfc to forget to mind another, is ore-ſight. Both Sire, and friends, and all for cucr to forgo. 
Il 17 | 
Ay me! ſaid ſhee, where am I, or with whom? Thence-forth, I ſought by fecret meanesro worke 
__— living, or emong the dead ? Timeto my will; and trom his wrathfull 
What ſhall of mevahappy maid become ? To hideth'1ntent, which in my hart did 
Shall death beth'end, or ought elſc worle, aread. Till I thereto hadall things dight. 
Vaohappy maid, then an{werd ſhe, whoſe dread So on a day, vnweeting viito 
Varride, is leſſe then when thou ſhalt it rey : I wighahat Squire agreed away to flit, 
Death is to him that wretched life doth lead, And ina priuy place, betwixtys hight, 
Both grace and gaine; but he in hell doth lie, Within a Grouc appointed him to meete;z 
That liuesaloathed life, and wiſhing cannot die. To which I boldly came ypon my feeble feete. 
12 18 
This diſmall day, hath thee a caytiue made, But ah ! vnhappy howre me thither brought : 
And vaſllll ” the vileſt wretch aliue; For, in rs. bow where him thoughtto find, 
Whole curſed viage and vogodly trade There was 1 found, contrary to X 
The heauens abhorre, andinto darknefledriue : Of this accurſed Carle of helliſh kind ; 
For, onthe ſpoile of women he doth liue, The ſhame of men, and i. ay woman-kind: 
VVhoſe bodies chaſte, when cuer in his powre Who truſling me, as re, rs his pray, 
Hee may them catch, vnable to gnnm_ Me hither brought with him, as far! A wind, 
Hewith his ſhamctull luſtdoth firſt deflowre, Where yet vntouched rill this preſentday, 
And afterwards them(elues doth cruelly deuoure. Ireſt his wretched thrall, the fad Aemylia. - 
I 19 
Now twenty dayes (by which the ſonnes of men. Ah ! (ad Aemylia, thenfaid Amoret, | 
Diuide their works) haue paſt through heauen ſheene, Thy rucfull plightl pitty as mine owne. 
Since I was brought into this doolefull den ; But read to mee, bywhar deuiſe or wit, 
During which ipace, theſe fory eyes haue ſeene Haſt thou in all this time; from him vaknowne 
Seaucn women by him flaine, and eaten cleenc. Thine hooourfau'd,though into thraldome throwne > 
And now no more for him bur I alone, T help, quorh ſhe, of this old woman here : 
And this old woman heeteremainiog beene, I haue {o done, as ſhe to mee hath ſhowne: 
Till thou cam'ſt hither to augment our mone ; For, cucrwhen he burntin luſtfull fire, 
And of vs three, to morrow he will ſure cate one. Shee in my fſtcad ſupplide his beaſtiall defire. 
14 20 
Ah! dreadfull rydings which thou dooſt declare, Thus, of their cuils as they did diſcourſe, 
_ ſhee, of all that cuer hath been knowne : And cach did other much bewaile and mone; 
Full many great calamities and rare Loe, where the villainefelfe, their ſorrowes ſourſe, 
This feeble breſt endured hath, butnone Came to the Caue; androlling thencethe ſtone, 
Equall to this, where cuer [ haue gone. Which wont to ſtop thereof, tharnone 
But whatare you, whom like valucky lot Might iflueforth, camerudely ruſhing in; 
Hath linkt with me inthe ſame chaine attone ? And fpredding over all the flore alone, 
Torell, quoth ſhe, that which ye ſee, needs not; Gan dighthimſelfe vnto his wonted finne: 
A wofull wretched maid, of God and man forgot. Which -- then his bloudy banker ſhould begiane. — 
3» 
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VVhich,when-as fearcfull Amoret percciued, 

She ſtaid not th'vtmoſt end thereof to try, 

But like a gaſtly Gelr, whoſe wits are reaued, 

Ran forth in haſte with hideous out-cry, 

For horrour of his ſhameful] villany. 

Bur after her full lightly he vp-roſe, 

And her purſewd as faſt as ſhee did fly : 

Full faſt ſhe flies, and farre afore him goes, 
Nefeeles the thornes & thickets prick her tender toes. 


22 

Nor hedge, nor ditch, nor hill, nor dalc ſhe ſtayes, 
Burt over-l them all, hike Roebuck light, 
And through the thickeſt makes her nigheit wayes ; 
Sheelockingback, cer the rally wigh 
S | , clpies elly wight 
Approching nigh, mg ns to —_ "5. ar 
SoRns to haſte ber fight; 
More ſwift then Myrrh' or Daphne in her race, 

Or any of the Thracian Nymphes in ſaluage chaſe. 


2 
ſo ſhe fled, and ſo befollow'dlong; 

cliuing ayde for her on earth , 
But ifthe $ helpero redrelle her wrong, 
Moucd with pitty of ber plentious teares. 
Ir fortuncd Belphebe with her Peeres F 
The wooddy 7 9H YE boy, 
VVas hunting then the Libbards and the Beares . | 
In theſe wilde woods, as was her wonted toy, . / 


To baniſh ſloth, that oft doth noble minds annoy. - 


24 | 
It ſo befell (as oftitfals in chace) -.. ; 
Thar cach of them from otherſundred were, 
And thatſame gentle Squirearriu'd in place, 
Where this ſame curſcd caytiue did appeare, 
Purſuing that faire Lady full of feare 
And now he herquite over-taken had : 
And nowhe her away with him did bearc 
Vnder hus arme, as ſeeming wondrous glad,. 
That by his grenning laughter mote farre oft berad., 


25 
Which drery ſight the —_ eſpyivg, 
Doblelenact by —— 
Led with that wofull Ladies pittious crying, 
And him aflayles withall the mighthe may : 
Yet will nothe the louely ſpoyle downe lay, 
Defends leh andfanes hin oem 
D $ ay- 
Yer had it beenrighthard himeowichſland, 
Tn IG 49.65" NIEL PEI: 
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There-tothevillaine vſed craftin fight; 

For, cuer when the Squire his Lauclin ſhooke, 

He held the Lady forth beforehim right, 

And with her body, as a buckler, 

The puiſſance of his intended ſtroke. 

Andifit chaunc't (as needes it muſt in fight) 

anno ner anmremngs = 7 
That any little blowe on her d1d [i 
Theawoulthelinghaloul, end greatdelight, 


— 
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Which ſubtile fleight did him encumber much, 

And made him oft, when he would ſtrike, forbeare; 

For, hardly could he come thecarle to touch, 

But thathe ber muſt hurt, or hazard neare: 

Yer he his hando carefully did beare, 

That atthelaſt he did himlclfearraine, 

And therein left the pike-head of his 

A ſtreame of cole-blackebloud thence guſht amaince, 
That all her filken garments did with bloud beſtaine. 


28 
Wuxth that, he threw herrudely on theflore, 
And laying both his hands ypon his glaue, 
With ll ſtrokes let drue athim(ſo ſore, 
That forc't him flic aback, himſelfe to fauc : 
Yethe therewith fo felly ſtill did raue, 
That ſcarce the Squire his hand could once vp-reare, 
But (for advantage) ground vnto him gaue, 
Tracing and trauerſing, now here, now there; 
For, boodlle thing it was to thinke ſuch blowes to beare. 


2 
Whil'ſtthus in barttell they embuſied were, 
Belphabe (raunging in thatforeſt wide) 
The hidcous noylſc of their huge ſtrokes did heare, 
And drew there=to, making her carc her guide. 
Whom, when that theefe approching nigh eſpide, 
With boaw in hand, andarrowes ready bent, 
He by his former combat would not bide, 
Bur fled away with ghaſtly dreriment, 


Well knowing her to be his deaths (ole inſtrument. 


30 

Whom, ſeeing flie, ſhee ſpeedily purſewed 
With winged feer, as nimble þ thewind; 
Andeuerin her boaw ſhee ready ſhewed 
The arrow, to his deadly marke defign'd; 
As when ann__ daug 7 cruell kind, 
In vengement of hcr mothers diſgrace, 
Wuh Fell def ight her cruell on tind 
Gainſt wofull Njobes vnhappy race, 

That all the gods d1d mone her miſerable caſe. 


t 
So well ſhe ſped her, and oflrfherenced, 
That ere vnto his helliſh den he raught, 
Euen as he ready was there to baue entred, 
Shee ſent an arrow forth with mighty draught, 
Thatin the very dore hun over-caught, 
And in his nape arriuing, through itthrild 
His greedy throat, there-with intwo diſtraught, 
That all his vitall ſpirits there-by ſpild, 
And all his hairy breaſt with gory bloud was fild. 


2 
Whom, when on u_ NM groucling law toroule, 

She ran in haſte his life ro haue : 

Burt ere ſhe could him reach,the ſinfull ſoule, 

Hauing his carrion corle quite {enſeleſle lefr, 

Was fled to hell, ſurcharg'd with ſpoile and theft. 

Yerouerhim ſhe there long gazing ſtood, 

And oftadmir'd his monſtrous ſhape, and oft 

His mighty limbes, whil'ſt all with filthy blood 
Theplace there, over-flowne, ſcem'd like a ſuddaine flood. 
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Thence, forth ſhe paſt into ks dreadfull den, 

Where nought but darkſome drerinefle ſhe found, 
Ne creature {aw, but harkned now and then 

Some little whiſpering, and ſoft groning ſound. 
With that, ſhe askt, what ghoſts there vnder ground 
Lay hid in horrour of crernall night? 

And bade them, if ſo be they were not bound, 

To come and ſhew themſelues before the light, 
Now freed from feare and danger of that diſmall wight. 


4 
Then forth the {ad nticifarcd, 

Yet trembling cuery __ through former feare; 
And after her the Hag, there with her mewed, 
A foule and lothſome creature did appeare; 

A Leman fit for ſuch a Louer deare. 

That moau'd Belphebe her no leſſeto hate, 

Then for to rue the others heauy cheare ; 

Of whom ſhe gan enquire of her eſtate. 

VVho all to her atlarge, as hapned, did relate. 
. 


5 
Thence ſhe them heoughe: roward theplace wherelate 
Shelefr the _ Squire with .Ameret : 
There ſhee him found by that new loaely Mate, 
Who lay the whiles in {woune, full adly cr, 
From her faire eyes wiping the deawy wet, 
VVhich ſoftly ſtild, and them arweene, 
And handling ſoft the hurts, which ſhe did get. 
For, of that Carle ſhe ſorely bruz'd had beene, 
Als of us owneraſh hand one wound was to be ſcene. 


6 
VVhich when ſhe ſaw, wich ſuddaine glauncing eye, 
Her noble hart with fight thereof => fild 
With deepe diſdaine, and indignity, 
That in her wrath ſhe deaghreheenbork hauethrild, 
VVith that ſelfe arrow, which the Carle had kild : 
" Yetheld her wrathfull hand from vengeance (ore, 
Butdrawing nigh, cre h2her well dz 
Is this thefaith, ſhe faid, and faid no more, 
But turn'd her face, and fled away for cucrmore. 


7 
Hee, ſeeing her deparr, FR light, 
Rightlore agricued at her reproofe, 
Ar follow'd faſt : but when he came in fight, 
He durſt not nigh approche, but keptaloote, 
For dread of her dilpleaſures vtmoſt proofe. 
And cucermore, when he did grace entreat, 
And framed ſpeeches fit for his behoofe, 
Her morrtall arrowes ſhee at him did threat, 
And forc't hum back with foule dishonour to retreat. 
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At laſt, when loog he follows had in vaine, 
Yerfound no caſe of griefe, nor hope of grace, 
Vato thoſe woods he turned back againe, 

| Full of (ad anguiſh, and in heauy caſe : 
And findiog there fit ſolitary place 
For wofull wight, choſe out a gloomy glade, 
VVhere hardly eye mote ſcebright heauens face 
For moſly trees, which coucred all with ſhade 

And fad melancholy: there he his cabin made; 


UMI 


His wonted weelowayas all he broke, 
And threw away, with yow to vſe no more, 
Ne thence- cuer ſtrike in battell ſtroke, 
Ne cuer word to ſpeake to woman more ; 
But - thatwildernefle (ofmenforlore, 
And the wicked world forgotten quigh [9 
His hard mishap in dolour to deplore, ? 
And waſte his wretched dayes in wofull plight; 
So on himlſelfe to wreake his follics owne det 


o 
And cke his —tedurocerton 
He wi did cut and ſhape anew ; 
And his fare locks, that wontwith fveet 
To be embaulm'd, and ſweatout dainty deaw, 
Hee letto growe, and prieſly to concrew, 
Vncomb'd, vacurl'd, and vaſhed ; 
Thatin ſhort time his face they over-grew, 
And ouer all his ſhoulders did di h 
That who he whylome was, vacath was to be red. 


I 

Therche yrs in chiscarefull 
Wretchedly wearing out his cares, 
llfel pronry contiviced + 
Thar like a pined ghoſt he ſoone 
For, other foode then that wilde foreſt beares, 
a une tee 06 par 5 1 

en running water, tempred with his teares 
Thea realm : 
That our of all mens knowledge he was worne at aft. 


43 
*For, on a day (by fortune as it fell) 


His owne deare Lord Prince Arther came that way, 
Secking adventures where he mote heazetell; 
And as he through the wandring wood did ſtray, 
Hauing eſpide this cabin far away, 
He to nt drew, to weet who there did wonne : 
Weening thereinſome holy Hermir lay, 
That did reſort of finfull le ſhunne; 

Oreclle ſome wood-man ſhrowded there from ſcorching 

(lunge. 


4 
Arcining thete, he found this weeeched many 
Spending his dayes in dolour and deſpaire ; 
Andthrough loog faſting woxen pale and wan, 
All over-growne with rude and haire ; 
Thar albeit his ownedeare Squire he were, 
Yet he him knew niot; ne aviz'd at all; 
Bur like ſtrange wight, whom he had ſeene no where, 
Saluting him, ganinto ſpeech to fall, 
Andpitry much has plight, that liu'd like our-caſt thrall. 


44 

Butto his ſpeech he aunſivered no whit, 

| But ſtood ſtill mute, as if he had beene dum, 
Ne figne of ſenſe did ſhew, ne common wit, 
As'onewith griefe __ over-cum, 
And vnto cuery thing did anſwere Mum: 
And euer when the Prince vnto him ſpake, 
He louted lowely, as did him becum, 

And humble homage did voto him make, 

Midſt —_ ſhewing 10yous ſemblance for his ſake. 
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At which his vncouth guiſe and vſage quaint, 
The Prince d1d wonder much, yet could not ghelſle 
The caulc of that has (orrowfull conſtraint; 
Yet weend by ſecret fignes of maalineſle, 
Which cloſe appeard in thatrude brunthnelle, 
That be whylome ſome gentle Swaine had beene, 
Traind vp in feates of armes and knightlineſle ; 
Which he obſeru'd, by thathe him had ſcene 
To wicldhis naked fword,and try the edges keene. 
6 


And cke by that heſaw on ny tree, 
How he the name of one engrauen had, 
Which, likely was his hefeſt Loue to bee,| 
For whom he now (0 lorely was beſtad; 
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VVhich was by him BELPHOERE rightly rad. 

Yet who was that Belphebe, he ne wiſt ; 

Yetſaw he often how he wexed glad, 

When hee it heard, and how the ground he kiſt, 
Wherein it written was, and how hamſelfe he bliſt, 


47 

Tho, when helong had marked his demeanor, 

And ſaw thatall he ſaid and did, was vaine, 

Ne ought mote make him change his wonted tenor, 

Ne ought mote eaſe or mitigate his paine, 

He left him there in languor to remaine, 

Till time for him ſhould remedy prouide, 

And him reſtore to former grace againe. 

Which, for it is too long here to abide, 
I will deferre the end vatill another tide. 
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Canto VIII. 
200 NS '£ The gentle Squire recouers grace: 
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I Which loſle, her made like paſſion alſo proue. 
297 Ell ſaid the Wiſeman, now prov'd true by this, Who ſeeing his fad plight, her render hart 
/, Which to this gentle Squire did happen late; V Vith deare compaſlion deeply did emmoue 
4 _— q wr —_ P'Y , 
That the diſpleaſure of the mighty 18 | Thar ſhe gan mone his vndeſerucd ſmart, 
7/4 Then death itſelfe more drad and deſperate: And with her dolcfull accent, beare with him a part. H 
For, nought the ſame may calme, ne mitigate, 6 4 
Tull time the tempeſt doe thereof delay Shee, firting by him, as on ground he lay, $ 
With ſufferance ſoft, which rigour can abate, Her mournefu!lnotes full pittiouſly ba frame, 
And haue the ſterneremembrance wip't ms And thereof made alamentable lay, 
Ofbitter thoughts, which deepe therein infixed lay. So ſenfibly compyT'd, thatin theſame 
2 Him ſeemed oft he heard his owne right name. 
Like as itfell tothis mnharpy boy, With that, he forth would poure ſo plentious teares, 
Whoſe tender hart the faire Belphebe had And beat his breaſt Ko 1: of fuck blame, 
With one ſterne looke ſo daunted, that no ioy And knocke his head, andrend his rugged heares, 
In all his fe, which afterwards he lad, That could baue pearc'tthe harts of Tigers & of Beares. Sl 
Hecuer taſted; but with penaunce ſad, 5 
And penſiueſorrow, pin'd and wore away, Thus,long this gentlebird to him did vc, A 


Ne cuer laught, ne once ſhew'd countenance glad ; 
But alwaies wept and wailed night and day, 
As blaſted blooſm through heat doth languiſh & decay ; 


Till on a day (as in his IP wiſe 
His doole he made) there chaunc'ta Turtle-Doue 
To come, where he his dolors did deuiſe, 
That likewiſe late had loſt her deareſt Loue 3 


Withouten dread of perill to repaire 

Vnto his wonne; and with her mournfull Muſe 
Him to recomforrt in his greateſt care, 

Thar much did aſc his mourning and misfare : 
And euery day, for guerdon of her ſong, 

He part of his ſmalſfeaſt to her would ſhare; 


That at the laſt, of all his woe and wrong, 
Coupanion ſhee becarne, and ſo c_— long 
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Vpon aday, as ſhee him fate beſide, 
By chance he certaine miniments forth drew, 
Which yet with him asreliques did abide 
Ofallthe bounty, which Belphebe threw 
On him, whilſt goodly grace ſhe did him ſhew: 
Amongſt thereſt, a iewellrich he found, 
That was a Ruby of right perfeCt hew, 
Shap'tlike a heart, yet — the wound, 
And with a little golden chaine abourit bound. 


7 
The ſame he tooke, and with a nband new 
(In which his Ladies colours were) did bind 
About the Turtles necke, that with the view 
Did greatly ſolace his engrieued mind, 
All voawares the bird, when ſhe did find 
Her ſelfe ſo deckt, her nimble wings diſplaid, 
And flew away, as lightly as the wind : 
Which ſuddaine accident him much diſmaid, 
Andlooking after long, did marke which way ſhe ſtraid. 
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But, whcn as long he looked had in vaine, 
Yetſaw herforward ſtill to make her flight, 
His weary eye returnd to him againe, 
Full of diſcorntort and diſquietplight, 
That both his tewell he had loſt (ofiohe, 
And eke his deare companion of his care. 
Burt that ſweet bird departing, flew forth right 
Through the wide region of the waſtfull aire, 
Varill ſhe came where wonned his Belphebeturc. 


9 
There found ſhee her (asthen it did betzde) 
Sitting in couert ſhade of arbors [lweet, 
After _ weary toile, which ſhe had tride 
In ſaluagechale, to reſt as ſeem'd her meet. 
There the al:ghting, fell before her feer, 
And gan to her, her mournfullplaintto make, 
As was ber wont: thinking to let her weet 
The great tormenting gniefe, that for her lake 
Her gentle Squire through her diſpleaſure did partake. 
10 


Shee, her beholding with attentiue eye, 
Art length did marke about her purple breſt 
That precious iewell, which ſhe formerly 
Had knowne right well, with colourdribband dreſt : 
There-with ſhe roſe in haſtc, and her addreſt 
With ready hand it to haue reft away. 
But the {wift bird obayd not her beheſt, 
Butſwaru'd afide, and there againe did ſtay 3 
She follow'd her, and thought againeittoallay, 


II 

And cucr when ſhe nigh approch't,the Doue 

Would flit a little 42 and then ſtay 

Till ſhe drew neare, and then againe remoue 3 

So tempting her ſtill ro purſue Je pray, 

And ſtill from her eſcaping ſoft away : 

Till that atlengrth, ioto thatforeſt wide 

Shee drew her farre, and led with lowe delay. 

In th'end, ſhe her vnto thatplace did guide, 
Where-as that wofull man in languor did abide. 


12 
Eftſoones ſhe flew vnto his feareleſſe hand, 
Andthere a pittious ditty new deviz'd, 
As if ſhe would haue made him vnderſtand, 
His ſorrowes cauſeto be of her deſpis'd. 
Whom when ſhe {aw in wretched weedes diſpuiz'd, 
With heary glib deform'd, and meiger face, 
Like ghoſt late riſen from his Graue 'd, 
She knew him not, bur pittied n__ calc, 
And wiſhtit were in her to doe him any grace. 


I3 
He her beholding, at her feerdownefell, 
And kiſt the ground on which her ſoledid tread, 
And waſht the ſame with water, which did well 


From his moiſt eyes, and like two ſtreamesproceed; 


Yet ſpake no word, whereby ſhe might arcad 
Whart miſter wight he was, or whathe ment; 
But as one daunted with her preſence dread, 
Onely few rucfull lookes vnto her ſent, 

As mi of his true meaning and intent. 

I4 

Yet nathemore, his meaning ſheared, 
But woadred much at his fo ſelcouth caſe; 
And by hs perſons ſecretſeemlihed 
Well weend, that he had been ſome man of place, 
Before misfortune did his hew deface : 
That beeing mou'd with ruth ſhethus beſpake. 
Ah! wofull man,what heauens hard diſgrace, 
Or wrath of cruell wight on thee ywrake, 


Or ſelfe diſliked life, doth thee thus wretched make? 


I5 
If heauen, then none may it redreſſe or blame, 
Sith to his powre we all are ſubie borne : 
If wrathfull wight, then foule rebuke and ſhame 
Be theirs, that haue ſo cruell thee forlormne; 
But if through inward griefe, or wilfull ſcorne 
Of life it be, then berter doe avile. 
For, hee whole daies in wiltull woe are worne, 
The grace of his Creator doth deſpiſe, 
That will not vſc his gifts for thankleſle nigardiſe. 
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I 
When ſo he heard her ſay, eftſoones he brake 
His ſuddaine filence, which he long had pent, 
And fighiog inly deepe, her thus beſpake ; 
Then hauethey allthemſclues againſtme bent: 
For heauen (firit author of my languiſhmene) 
Envying my too greatfelicity, 
Did cloſely with a cruell one conſent, 
Toclowd my daies in doolefull miſery, 
And make meloath this life, ſtill longing for to die. 


17 
Ne any but your ſelfe, & deareſt dred, 


Hath done this wrong) to wreake 0n worthleſſe wight 


Your high diſpleaſure, through miſdeeming bred : 
That vita vos pleaſure is n. deeme aright, 
Ye may redreſle, and me reſtoreto light. 
Which ſory words, her mighty hart did mate 
VVith mild regard, to ſee his rucfull plight, 
Thar her in-burning wrath ſhe gan abate, 
And himrecciu'd againe to former fauours ſtate. 
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In which, —_—_ time m—__ _ lead : 
An ife, with grace and good accord ; 
—_ of I hone Envies dread, 
And eke all mindlefle of his owne deare Lord 
The noble Prince, who neuer heard one word 
Otrydings, wbatdid vato him betide, 
Or what good fortune did to him afford ; 
But through the endleflc world did wander wide, . 
Him ſecking euermore, yet no where him deſcride; 
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Till on a day,as through that wood he rode, 
He chaunc't to come where thole two Ladies late, 
Aemylia and Amoret abode, 
Both in full (ad and (orrowfull eſtate ; 
The oneright feeble, through the cuill rate 
Of foode, which in her duretle ſhe had found: 
The other, almoſt dead and deſperate 


—_ her late hurts,& through that hapleſle wound, 
i 


With which the Squire1n her defence her ſore aſtound. 
20 

VVhomwhenthe Prince beheld, he gan to rew 
Theeuill calc in which thoſe Ladies lay ; 
But moſt was moued at the pittious view 
Of Amoret, {o neere ynto decay, 
T hat her greatdangerdid him much diſmay. 
Eftſoones that prenious liquor forth he drew, 
Which he io ſtore abourthim kept alway, 
And with few drops thereof did ſoftly = 

Her wounds, thatynto ſtrength reſtor'd ber ſoone anew 
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Tho, when they both recouered wererightwell, 
He gan of them inquire, what euill guide 
Them thuther brought; and how their harmes befell. 
To whom they told all that did them beride, 
And how fromthraldomevile they were vatide 
Ofthat ſame wicked Carle, by Virgins hond ; 
Whoſe bloudy corſe they ſhew'd him there beſide, 
And eke his Caue, in which they both were bond : 


At which he wondred much, when all thoſe fignes he fond. 
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And euer-more; he greatly did defire 
To knowe, what Virgin did them thenceynbind ; 
And oftoft them did earneſtly inquire, 
Where was her won, and how he mote her find. 
But, when as nought according to has mind 
He could out-learne, he them ground did reare 
(No ſeruice lothſome toa ekind 
And on his war-like beaſt them both did beare, 
Hilſelfe by them on foot, to ſuccour them from feare. 


2 

$o, when that foreſt they had] edwell, 
A little cotage farre away q ſpide, 
To which they drew, cre nightvpon themfell; 
And entzing in, found none therein abide, 
But one old woman fitting there beſide, 
Vpon the ground in ragged rudeattire, 
With filthy locks abqat her ſcattered wide, 
Gnawing her naylesforfelneſſe and far ire, 


And ther©ourſycking venimeto her parts entire. 


—_ 
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A foule andloathly creature ſure in ſigh, 


And in conditionsto be loath'd no lefle : 
For, ſhee was ſtuft with rancour and deſpi 
Vpto therthroat; that oft with bitternefle 
It forth would breake, and guſh ingeeat exceſle, 
Pouring out ſtreames ofpoyſon and of gall, 
Gainſtall that truth or vertue doe ofelſe; 
Whom ſhe with leafings lewdly did milcall, 
And wickedly back-bite : Her name men Slawnder call. 
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Her natureis, all goodneſſe 4 abuſe, 
And cauſclefle crimes continually to frame; 
With which ſhe guiltleſſe perſons may accuſe, 
And ſteale away the crowne of their good name : 
Necuer Knightſo bold, ne cuer Dame 
So chaſte and loyall liu'd, but ſhee would ſtriue 
VVith forged caulc them falſely ro defame : 
Ne euer thing ſo well was doen aliue, 

But ſhe with blame would blor, & of due praile depriue. 
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Her words were not as common words are ment, 
T'exprefſe the meaning of the inward mind ; 
But noyſome breath, and poyſnous (pirit ſent 
From 1nward parts, with cancred malice lin'd, 
And breathed forth with blaſt of bitter wind ; 


Which, paſſing through the cares,would pearcethe hart, . 


And wound the ſouleitſelfe with griefe vnkind: 
For, like the ſtings of Aſpes, thatkill with ſmarr, 
Her ſpightfull words did prick, & wound the inner part, 


27 
Such was that Hag, vnmeert to hoſt ſuch gueſts, 
Whom greateit Princes Court would welcome faine; 
But need (that anſwers not to all requeſts) 
Bade them notlooke for better entertaine; 
And cke that age deſpiled nicenefſeraine, 
Enur'd to hardnefſe and to homely fare, 
Which them to war-like diſcipline did traine, 
And manly limbs endur'd with lixtle care, 
Againſt all hard mishaps, and fortuneleſle misfare. 
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Then all that evening (welcommedwith cold 
And chearelefle hunger) they together ſpent; 
Yer found no fault, bur that the Hag did ſcold 
And raile at them with grudgefull diſcontent, 
For lodging there without her owne conſent : 
Yet they endured all with patience milde, 
And ynto reſt themfelues all onely lent, 
Regardleſle of that queane {o baſe and vilde, 

To bevniuſtly blam'd, and bitterly rewlde. 
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Heere well I weene,when as theſe rimes bered 
With miſ-regard,that ſomeraſh witted wight, 
VVhoſe looferthought will lightly be miſled, 
Theſe gentle Ladies will mildeemetoo light, 
For thus conuerfing withthis noble Knight; 
Sith now of dayes ſuch temperance is rare 
And hard to find, that heate of yourhfull ſpright 
For ought will from his greedy pleaſure 


Morc hardfor hungry ſtecd tabſtaine Compaſs lar. 
Bur 
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But antique age, yet inthe Ahrbcie 
Ofrime, did liue then like an innocent, 
1o ſimple truth and blamelcfle chaſtitic, 
Nethen of guile had made experiment; 
But voyd ot vile and treacherous intent, 
Held vertue for it (elfe in loucraine awe : 
Then loyall louc had royall regiment, 
And rowe ynto his luſt d1d make alawe, 


From all forbidden things his liking to with-drawe. 
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The Lion there did with dheLaike conſort, 
And cke the Doue late by the Faulcons fide ; 
Ne each of other feared traude or tort; 
But did in ſafe ſecurity abide, 
Withouren penll of the ſtronger pride : 
But when the world woxe old, it woxe warre old 
(Whereof it hight) and hauing ſhortly tride 


Thetraines of wit, in wickedneſle woxe bold, 


And dared of all finnes the ſecrets to vnfold. 
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Then beauty, which was i. ro __ 
The great Creators owne reſemblance bright, 
Vato abule of lawlefle luſt was lent, 
And made the baite of beſtiall delight: 
Then faire grew foule, & foule grew fairein ſight; 
And that which wontto vanquith God and Man, 
Was made the vaſall of the ViEtors might; 
Then did her glorious flowre wex dead and wan, 


Deſpis'd and troden downe of all that over-ran. 
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And now it is ſo vtterly decayd, 
That any bud thereof doth ſcarce remaine, 
Bur if few plants (preſeru'd through heauenly ayde) 
In Princes Court doc hap to ſprout againe, 
Dew'd with her drops of bounty ſoucraine, 
Which from that goodly glorious flowre proceed, 
Sprung of the auncient ſtocke of Princes itraine, 
Now th'onely remnant of that ayes breed, - 
Whoſe noble kind at firſt was ſure of heauenly ſeed. 


4 
Tho, ſoone as day FOR. 4. hcauens face 
To finfull men with darknefle over-dight, 
This gentle crew, gan from their eye-lids chace 
The drowzic humour of the dampiſh night, 
And did themſclucs vnto their journey 
So fotth they yode, and forward ſoftly palcd, 
That themto view had been anvncouth fight; 
How all the way the Prince on foot-pale traced, 
The Ladics both on hotle, rogether faſt embraced. 
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Soone as they thence hom were afore, 
That ſhamefull Hag (the flaunder of her ſex) 
Them follow'd faſt,and themreuiled ſore, 


Him calling thiefe, them whores; that much did vex 


His noble hart : there-to ſhe did annex 
Falſe crimes and facts, ſuch as they neuer ment, 
That thole two Ladies much aſham'd did wex : 
The more did ſhepurſuc her lewd 1otent, 

And rayl'd and rag'd, till ſhe had all ber poyſan ſpent, 
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Arlaſt, when they were affed out of 
Yet ſhee dil nother Fightfull forbeare, 
But after them did barke, and ſti]] back-bire, 
Though there were none her hatcfull words to heare : 
Like as a cure doth felly bite and teare 
The ſtone, which paſſed, ſtranger at him threw ; 
So ſhe them leciog paſt the reach of care, 
a—_ the ſtones and trees did raile anew, 
Till ſhe bad duld the ſting,which in her tongs end grew. 


7 
They, paſſing forth, K. their ready way, 
With caſie ſteps ſo {oft as foote could ſtnde, 
Both for great fecbleſle, which did oft aflay 
Faire Amoret, that ſcarcely ſhee could ride 
And eke through heauy armes, which ſoreannoyd 
The Prince on toot, not wonted (o to fare: 
Whole ſteady hand was faine his ſteed to guide, 
And all the way from trotting hardto ſpare, 
So was hus toyle the more, the more that was his care. 
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Arlength, they ſpide, where towards them with 
A Coat ——_ og, as hewould fc; A 
Bearing alittle Dwarte betore has ſteed, 
That all the way full loud for aydedid cry, 
That (cem'd his ſhrikes would rend the braſen sky : 
VVhom after did a mighty manpurſew, 
Riding vpon a Dro on hie, 
Of ſtature huge, and hornble ofhew, 
That would haue maz'd a man his dreadfullface to view: 


For, from his fearefull ayes h_ fierie beames 
More —_ then poynts of ncedles did , 
Shootng torth farre away two flaming ſtreames, 
Full of fad powre, that poyſonous bale did breed 
To all, that on himlooktwithout good heed, 
And ſecretly his enernies did flay : 

Like as the Bafiizk, of ſerpents Lea, 
From penned eycs cloſe venim doth 
Into the lookers hart, and killeth farre away. 


fe) 
Hee all the way did r artharGinie i 
And after him full many i oth 
With curſes yaine1n his aver Ire: ' 

But none of them (ſo faſt away he flew 

Him over-tooke, before he came in 

Where, when he ſaw the Prince in armour bright; 
He caldto him aloud, his caſe torow, 
TT 
From that his cruell kimpurſewd i 


Of whom he gan cnquire his cauſe of dread; 
Who, as he gan the to him arcad, 
Lo, hard behind his backe his foe was preſt, 
With dreadfull weapon aymed athis bead: 
That ynto death had doen himvnredreſt, 
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VVho,thruſting boldly rwixt him and the blowe, 

The burden of the deadly brunt did beare 

Vpon his ſhicld; which bghtly he did throwe 

Over his head, before the harme came neare. 

Nath'lefle, it fell with fo defpiteous dreare 

And heauy ſway, that hard vnto his crowne 

The ſhield it droue, and did the coucrins reare : 

Therc-with both Squire and Dwarfe did tumble downe 
Vato the carth, and fins g while in ſenſelefle{wounc. 


4 
VVhere-at, the Princefull > FY his ſtrong right hand 
In full avengement heaued yp on hie, 
And ſtrooke the Pagan with his ſtecly brand 
So ſore, that to his faddle-boaw thereby 
He bowed lowe, and fo awhile did hie : 
And ſure, had not his maſſe iron mace 
Betwixt him and his hurtbeen happely, 
It would haue cleft him to the girdiog place : 
Yer as it was, it did aſtoniſh him long ſpace. 


But, when he to himſclfe —_ againe, 
All full of rage be gan to curſe and fweare; 
And vow by Mahoune that he ſhould be flaine. 
With that, his murdrous mace he vp didreare, 
That ſeemed nought the ſoule thereof could beare, 
And there-with ſmore at him with all his mighr. 
Butcre thatitto him approched neare, 
The royall child, with ready quicke fore-fight, 
Did ſhun ; proofe thereof, and it auoyded hght, 


4 
But erc his hand he could _ 2ine, 
To ward his body froqa the balctull ſtound, 
He {mote at him with all his might and maine, 
So furiouſly, thaterc he wiſt, he found 
His head before him tumbling on the ground. 
The whules, his babbling rongue did yet blaſpheme 
And cute his God, that did him ſo confound ; 
The whiles his life ran forthin bloudy ſtreame, 
His ſoulc deſcended downe into the Stygianreame. 
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Which when that Squire beheld, he wore full glad 
To ſec histoe breathe out his ſpright in vaine : 
Bur that ſame Dwarfe right ſory ſeem'd and fad, 
And howl'd aloudeto lee his Lord there ſlaine, 
And rent his haire, and ſcratche his face for paine. 
Then gan the Prince at leaſureto inquire 
Of ll rhe accidentzthere hapned plawne, 

And whathe wasgwhoſe cyes did flame with fire ; 

All which was thus to him declared by that Squire. 
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This mighty mab,quoth he, whom you haueſlaine, 
Of an huge Giantefſe whytome was bred ; 
And by his ſtrength, rule to himſelfe did gaine 
Of many Nations into thraldome led, 
And mighty kingdomes of hisforce adred ; 
Whom yet he conquer'd not by bloudy fight, 
Ne hoſts of men with bannersbrode difipred, 
Butby the powre ot his infeQtious fight, 
With which he killed all that carne withun his might. 


— — 
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Ne was he cuer vanquiſhed afore, 
But cuer yanquiſht all with whom he fought; 
Ne was there man fo ſtrong but he downe bore, 
Ne woman yet ſo faire, but he her brought 
Vato his bay, and captiued herthought. 
For, moſt of ſtrength and beautie his defire 
— ro make, and waſte them vnto nought, 
By caſting ſecret flakes of luſtfull fire 
From his falſe cycs, into their harts and parts entire. 


4 
Therefore Corflambo was hecald aright, 
Though nameleſle there his body now doth lie, 
Yet hath he left one daughter, that is hight 
Thefaire Paana 3 wh outwardly 


So faire, as cuer yet ſaw liui e: 
And, were her —_ like ron, Sn bright, 
She were as faire as any vnder sky, 
But (ah!) ſhee giuen1s tovaine delight, 
And cke too loole of life, and eke of loue too light. 
50 
So asit fell, there was a gentle Squire 
Thatlev'd a Lady of high parentage 3 
Bur for his meane degree might nor aſpire 
To match ſo high: her om, « with counſell ſage, 
Difſwaded her trom ſuch adiſparage. 
Bur ſhee, whoſe hart to loue was wholly lent, 
Out of his hands could niotredeeme her gage, 
But firmely following her firſt intent, 
Relolu'd with him to wend, gainſt all herfriends conſent. 


FI 

So twixt themſelues they pointed time and place: 

To which, when he according did repaire, 

An hard mishap and difaventrous caſe 

Him chaunc't; inſtead of his Aemyliafaire 

This Giants ſonne, thatlyes there on the laire 

An headleſle heape, him vawares there caught; 

And,all diſmaid through mercilefle deſpaire, 

Him wretched thrall vnto his dungeon brought, 
Where heremaines, of all vnſuccour'd and vufought. 


3 
This Giants daughter i aday 
Vato the riſon in her joyous glee, 
Toview the thrals which therein lay: 
Amongſt the reſt ſhe chaunced there to {ee 
This louely ſwaine, the Squire of lowe degree; 
To whom ſhee did her liking lightly caſt, 
And wooed him her Pxramour to bee : 
From = today ſhewoo'd and pray'd himfaſt, 
And for his loue, himpromiſtlibertic at laſt. 


5 

He, though afhdevntoa "3.1.98 Loue, 
To whom his faith he firmely meantto hold, 
Yer ſecingnot how thence he mote remoue, 
Bur by that meanes, which fortune did vnfold, ” 
Her graunted loue, but with affeCtion cold, 
To win her grace his libertieto th 
Yet ſhe him ſtill deraines in captiue hold; 
Fearing leaſtif ſhe ſhould him freely ſer, 

He would herſhortly leaue, and former loue forget. " 
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Yet ſo much fauour ſhee to him hath hight 
Abouethe reſt, thathe ſometimes ay ſpace 
And walke abour her gardens of delight, 
Hauing a Keeper ſtill with him in place; 
Which Keeper is this Dwarfe, her dearling baſe, 
To whom the keyes of cuery priſon dore 
By her committed be, of ſpeciall grace, 
And at his will may-whom heliſt reſtore, 
And whom he liſtreſerue, to be afflited more. 
55 
Whercof when tydings came vnto mine care 
(Full inly ſory for the feruentzeale, 
Which I ro him as to my ſoule did beare ) 
I thither went ; where 1 did long conceale 
My ſelfe, till that the Dwarfe did me reucale, 
And told his Dame, her Squire of lowe degree 
Did ſecretly out of her priſon ſteale ; 
For, me he did miſtake that Squire to bee : 
For, never twolo like did lining creature ſec. 
6 


Then was 1 taken, and befoke her brought: 
Who, through thelikeneſle of my outward hew, 
Beeing likewiſe beguiled in her thought, 
Gan blame memuch for becing fo vntrew, 
To ſeeke by flight her fellowſhip t'eſchew, 
That lov'd mee deare, as deareſt thing aliue. 
Thence ſhe commaunded meto priſon new 3 
Whereof 1 glad, did not gaine-ſay nor ſtriue, 

But ſuffred tharſarne Dwarte me to bt dungeon driue. 


57 
There did I find mine onely faithfull friend 
In heauy plight and (ad perplexitie; 
Whereof I tory, yetmy ſelte did bend, 
Him to recomfortwith my company. 
Buthim the more agreeu'd I found thereby : 
For, all his 1oy, he Fid.in that diſtreſle, 
Was mine and his Aemyliaslibertie. 
Aemylia well he lov'd, as I mote heſle; 
Yetgreater loueto me then her he didprofeſle. 
8 
But I, with better reaſon kim aviz'd, 
And ſhew'd him, how through errour & misthoughe 
Of our like perſons eath to be diſguiz'd, 
Or his exchange, or freedome might be wrought. 
Where-to full loth was be, ne would for ought 
Conſent, thatT,who ſtood all fearelefle free, 
Should wilfully be into thraldome brought, 
Till fortune did perforce itſo decree: 
Yet over-rul'd,at laſt,he did to me agree. 


The morrow nett, about F.. MEI howre, 
The Dwarfe cald at the doore of Anryas, 
Tocome forth-with vnto his Ladies Co 
In ſtead of whom, forth came I Placidas, 


PI 


And vndiſcerned, forth with him did pals. 
There, with great ioyanceand with gladſome glee, 
Of faire Prana I recciucd was, 
And oftimbrac't,as if thatI were hee, 
And with kind wordsacco vg great loue to mee. 


Which T zhat was not bent reformer Loue, 

As was my friend, that had herlovg refus'd, 

Did well accept, as well it:did behoue, 

Andto the _nn need ipgviſely vs'd. 

My former hardneffe, firſt; Faire excus'd; 

And after prom ce amends to make. 

;th ſuch imooth teatmes, her error Labus'd, | 

To my friends good, mare then for mine owne ſake; 

For whole ſole liberty, I loue and life did ſtake. 
&x a 


Thence-forth, I found more fauour at her hand; 
Thatto her Dwarfe, which had mein his charge, 
She bade to lighten my too heauy band, 
And graunt moreſcopeto meto walke at large. 
So on aday, as by the flowrie 
Of afreſh came Iwith char Bibs dxdpliyy: 
Finding no meanes how I might vs enlarge, 
Burifrhar Dwarfe I could ith me conuay, 

T lightly ſnatche ABEL” with me bore away. 
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There-at he ſhrickt aloud, that with his cry 
The Tyranſelfe cameforth with yelling bray, 
And me _— ; _ nathemore would I 
Forgoe thepuschaſe of m gorten pray, 
Bur haueperforce him hi +4 ws. ns 
Thus as they talked, loe, where nigh athand 
Thoſe Ladies two (yetdoubtfull diſmay) 
In preſence came, deſirous t'ynd 

Tydings oall, which there had hapned on the land. 

on 6 


Where, ſoone as ſad Aemyliadid elpy | 

Her captiue Loucrsfriend, young Placidas ; 

All min4lefſe of her wonted modeſtie, 

She td him ran,and him with ſtraightembras 

Enfolding ſaid, And liues yet. Amyes ? 

Hee liues, quoth he, and his Aemylis lones. 

Then 5 1/2 wm ſhe, by all the woeT paſs, 

With-which my weaker patience fortuneproucs. 
But what misbap thus long him fro my ſelferemoues? 


Thy heall this ſtory to renew, 


In which ſo long 
Then, after many teares and ſorrowes ſpent; 


I TY mee $! 
Who there-ro did with ready will. conſent, 
And well perform'd, as ſhall appeare by hisevent. 
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Ard is the doubr, and difficult to deeme, 
When all three kinds of Joue together meet, 
And doe difpartthe hart with powre extreame, 
Whether ſhall weigh the ballance downe 3 to 

The deare afteQtion vnto kindred fiveet, + (weet 

Or raging fire of loue to woman-kind, 

Or zeale of friends combin'd with vertues meet. 

But ofthemall, the band of vertuous mand - + -;1 

Me eemes the gentle hart, ſhould moſt aſlured bind. 


2 77 
For, natural ffe&tionſoone doth ceſle, ? 
And quenched 1s with Cupids greater flames 1c 
But faithfull friendſhip doth them both-ſuppreſle, 
And them with maiſtring diſcipline doth tame, 
Through thoughts a{pyring to eternal! fame. 
For, as theſoule doth rule the earthly mals, ; * 
And all the ſeruice of the body frame ; 
So loue of loule doth loue of body pals, 
Nolefle then perfe&t gold ſurmounts the meaneſt braſs, 


All which wholiſt by triall - aſlay, 
Shallin this ſtory find approved plaine ; 
In which,this Squires true friendſhip more did fway, 
Then cither carc of Parents could refraine, 
Or loue of faireſt Lady could conſtraine. 
For, though Paana were as faireas morne,,.” .. 
Yer did this _—_—_ with proud diſdaine, 
For his friends {ake her offred favours ſcorne, 
And ſhe her ſelfe her fire, of whomn ſhe was yborne. 


4 

Now after that Prince Arthur graunted had, 

To yeeld ſtrong ſaccourto that gentle ſwaine, 

Whonow 2, had lyen inpriſon lad, 

He gan aduiſc hi - IIIINCIIDs 

That enterprize, for greal ories gaine. 

That headlefſe end coma reardfrom ground, 

Audhauing ympt the head to it againe, 

Vpon his viuall it firmely bound, 
And madc it ſo to ride, as italiue was found. 
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5 
Then did he take that chaced Squire, andlayd 
Beforethe rider, as he captiuc were, 
And made his Dwarfe (though with vawilling ayd) 
To guide the beaſt, that did his maiſter beare, 
Till to his Caſtle they approched neere. 
Whom, when the watch that kept continuall ward 
Saw comming home all yoyd of doubtfullfeare, 
He running downe, the gate to him vnbard ; 
Whom ſtraight the Prince cuſuing, in together far'd, 
6 


There he did find in herdelicious boure, 
The faire P&ana playing on a Rote, 
Complayning of her cruell Paramoure, 
And finging all her ſorrow to the note, 
As ſhe had learned readily by rote; 
That with the ſweetneſle of herrare delight, 
The Prince halferapt, began on herto dote : 
Till better him bethinking of the right, 

He her vowares attach't,and captiue held by might, 


7 
Whence beeing forth produc't, when ſhe perceiued 
Her owne deare Sire, ſhe cald to him for ayde. 
But when of lum no —_ ſherecaued, 
But ſaw him ſenſelefle by the Squire yp-ſtaid, 
She weened well, that then "aan ry : 
Then gan ſhe loudly cry, and weepe, and waile, 
And y ſame Squire of treaſon to vpbraid. 
But all in vaine, her plaints mightnotpreuaile, 
Ne none there was to reskew her, ne noneto baile. 


8 

Then tooke he that ſame Dwarfe, and him compeld 
To vnto him the priſon dore, 
Andforth to bring thoſe thrals which there he held. 
Thence,forth were brought to him aboue a ſcore 
Of Knights and Squires to him vnknowne afore : 
All which hedid from bitter bondagefree, 
And vnto former liberty reſtore. 
Amoogſt thereſt, that Squire of lowe degree 


Came forth full weake and wan, not like himſelfe to bee. 
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Whom ſoone as faire A Emilia beheld, 
And Placidas they both vato him ran, 
And him embracing faſt betwixt them held, 
Striving to comfort him all that they can, 
And k: fling oft his vilage pale and wan; 
That faire Peanathem beholding both, 
Gan both enuy, and bitterly to ban ; 


Through icalous paſſion weep 
Toſcethe we Ie 1.77 ns Arm eyes wereloth. 


But when awhileth 
And diuerſly c p_ = ; 
She, though full oft ſhe both of them had ſcene 
—_ yet noteuer in oneplace, 


an todoubrt, when ſhethem ſawe embrace, 
W ich was the captiue Squire ſhe lov'd ſo deare, 
Deceiued through tkeneſſe of their face. 


For, ſolke in n did appeare, 
That ns deed meh what WCTree 


And eke the Prince, when : ® them awzed, 
Theirlike reſemblance much admured there, 
And maz'd how Nature had ſo well diſgui 
Her worke, and counterfet her ſelfe ſo neare, 
Asif tharby onepatterneſcene ſomewhere, 
She had them made aP neto be; 

Or, whether ittbrough ski 
Thus gazing long, atthem much wondred he, 
So ddheocher kmghrsand Squires which him did ſee. 


you they ranſackethar ſame Caſtle ſtrong, 
x ns | ana” yn 

. ew Ls wrong 
And torti ous pow, wibou reſpeQ or meaſure, 
Vponallw rx ſcaſure, 
And afterwards continu'd there awhile, 
Toreſt him ſelfe, and ſolace inſoft pleaſure 
Thoſe weaker Ladies after weary toy le; 

To whom hedid diuide _ TO” 


And for more ioy,thiat captive Lay 
The faire Peana he ; 
Andby the reſt did ſer in ſumptuous charre, 

To feſt and frollicke; nathemore would ſhe 

Shew gladſome countenance nor 22 glee: 

But gricued was forlofſe both of 

And eke of Lordſhip ,with both land and fee : 

But moſt ſhe touched was with griefe cnnre, 
For loſe of her new Loue, — of herdefire. 


But her the Prince, drought bis well wonted grace, 
To bettertearms of myldneſſe did cntreat, 
From that fowle rudeneſle, which did her deface ; 
And that ſame bitter corſiue, which did cat 
Her tender heart, and made reftainefrom meat, 


Hewith thewes and well applide, 
Did molLfic, and calme her heat. 
For, though ſhe were moſt faire, and good!y dide,' 


Yerſheitall d mar, with cruelty and pride. 


UMI 


—_— pad lon all her grief, 
Sith loue was 

That he wiſely well did moue 
Tilt hmlea hr hmebenrc, 
But to accept her to his wedded wite. 

Thereto he offred for to make him chiefe 

Of all her land and Lor life : 
EY d all their ſtrife. 


priuate enimis 
Could ſhake Ge rnere their ſtate. 
And ſhe, whom Naturedid fo faire create 
That ſhe mote match thefaireſt of her dayes, 
Yetwith lewd loues and luſt i 
Hadit defac't; thenceforth her waics 
—— Ck ki praiſe 


Thus wheat Pre adored 
Thele 
Him 
Of his olloue, conteucdin fonnriaaak, 
Reſolucdto purſue his former gueſt;. 

And taking leaue of all, with urn did beare 
Fairc Amore, aero pageR:: 


Hadlcftin his 
aneinto an herfas 
fofery $4 hernor conftraige; -- . 


Feare of her 


For,wellſhewitnow.in a mighty hond, 


nina oor 
to ca his burninglaltauldbreake inns ence 


Butcauſeof fearefure hadihe none at ll 
learned had of yore 
afteQtion to forſtall, 


Thar allthe while heb 
She was as ſafe as ina 
Thus many miles 
Toſccketheir Lowes dwerfly, 
Yerncitherſhew' dro oder et hea prin. - 


Atl what-as: 
he farctoget, CER 
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Druons delight was all in finglelife, 
And vnto Ladies loue would lend no lcaſure : 
The more was Claribell enraged rife 
With feruent flames, and loued our of meaſure : 
So cke lov'd Blandamowr, bur yet ar pleaſure 
Would change his liking, __ 
But Paridell of loue did make no threaſure, 
But luſted afrer all that him did moue. 
So diuerſly thele foure diſpoſed were to loue. 


22 
But thoſe two other, which beſide them ſtood, 

Were Britomart, and gentle Scudamour, 
Who all the while bekeetd their wrathfull mood, 
And wondred at theirimpacable ſtoure, 
VVhollc like they nener {aw till that ſame houre : 
So dreadfull ſtrokes each did at other driuc, 
And layd onload with all their might and powre, 
As if that euery dint the ghoſt would rive 


Our of their wretched corſcs, and their lives depriue : 


zZ 
As when Dan Aeolaxin preardifpleaſure, 
Forlofle of his deare _ by Neptune hent, 
Sends forth the winds out oft 
_ the ſeato wreake hisfell intent ; 
They breaking forth with rude vorulimenrt, 


From all foureparts of heauen,doe rage full ſore, - 


And tofle thedeepes; andtearerthe firmament, 
And all the world confound withwide xprore, 
As if in ſtead thereof, they Chaos would reſtore. : 


| . _ ! 
Cauſe of their diſeord, andfo felldebate, ' »o 


Was for the loue of that fameſnowy maid, 


VVhom they had loſt in T ent of late; .. [ 

x {7m ſheftraid«! /; 
dvpbraid | 
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And ſceking long, ts weetwhi 
Met he icherrwkeocidugh len 
Of Ate and yr. fell our; 

And each one taking part in others aid, 


This cruell conflitraiſed:there-abour, _ 1? 


VVhoſe dangerous {ucceſle depended yer indout. 


2 

For, ſometimes Pardo and Dlardawour O9 
The better had, and betthe others backe ; 
Efrſoones theothers did the field recoure, 
And on their foes did workefull cruell wrack: 
Yer neither would their fiend-like furie ſlack, 
Bur euermore their tnalice did avgment ; 
Till that vneath they forced were, forlack 
Ofbreath,their raging rigourtorelent, 

AnJ reſt themſclues, for to recouer ſpirits ſpent. 
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42 
There garſthey change their ſides; and new partstake ; 


For, Pavidell did take to' Pywons fide, 

For old deſpight, which now forth newly brake 
Gainſt Blandamour, whom alwaies he cauide: 
And Blandamour _ — relide. 

So all afreſh ganformertightrenew: 

As when wn this caried with the tide, 
That with the wind, contrary courſes ſew, 


If wind andtide doe change, their courſes chaoge ancw. 


new Lemans proue : 


his hidden threaſure, 
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Thence-forth, they much more furiouſly gan fare, 

As if but then the barrell had begoane ; 

Ne helmets bright, ne hawberks ſtrong did ſpare, 

That through the clifts the vermeil bloud our ſponne, 

And all adownetheir riuen fides did ronce. 

Such mortall malice, wonder was to (ce 

In friends profeſt, and ſo great out-rage donne : 

Bur ſooth 1s ſaid, and tride in cach degree, 
Faint friends whea they fall out, moſt cruell foe-mca bee. 
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Thus they long, while continued in fight, 

Till Scudamovur, and that ſame Briton maid, 

By fortune in that place did chance to light: 

Whom ſoone as they with wrathfull eye bewraide, 

T hey gan remember of the foule vp-braid, 

The which that Britonoefle had to them donne, 

In that late Turney for the ſnowy maid ; 

Where ſhe had them both ſhametully fordonne, 
And cke the famous prize of beauty from them wonne. 


2 
Efrſoones all burniog with afreſh deſire 
Of fellreuenge,iu their malicious mood, 
They from themſclues gan turne their furious ire, 
And cruell blades yet ſteeming with hot blood, 
Againſt thoſe two let driue, as they were wood : 
Who wondring much at that ſo ſuddaine fit, 
Yet nought dilmaid, them ſtoutly well withſtood ; 
Ne yielded foot, ne onceaback did flit, 
But becing doubly ſmitten, likewiſe doubly (mit. 


0 
The war-like Dame was acer part aflaid 
Of Claribell and Blandamour attone ; 
And Paridell and Druon fiercely layd 
At Scudamovur, both his profeſled _ 
Foure ch two, and two ſurcharged one: 
Yet did thoſe two themſelues fo braucly beare, 
Thatth'other little gained by the lone, 
But with their owne repayed duely were, 
And vſury withall : ſuch gaine was gotten deare. 


I 
Full often-times did Bricoment allay 
To ſpeake to them, and ſome emparlance moue; 
But they for nought their cruell hands would ſtay, 
Ne lend an care to ought that might behoue. 
As when an eager mattifte once doth prouc 
The taſte of bloud of ſome engored beaſt, 
No wordes may rate, nor rigour him remoue 
From greedy hold of that his bloudy feaſt : 
So little did they harken to her ſweet bebeaſt. 


3 

Whom when the Briton Prince afarre beheld 

With ods of ſo vaequall match oppreſt, 

His mighty hart wuh' indignation (weld, 

And inward grudge fild his herdick breſt : 

Eftſoones ham ll he to their ayde addreſt. 

And thruſting fierce into the thickeſt preaſe, 

Diuided them, how cuer loth to reſt, _ 

And would them faine from barttellto ſurceaſe, 
With gentle words perfivading them toffiendly ws 

ut 
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But they ſo farre from peace or p_ were, 
That all atronce at hi cely flic, 
And lay on load, as they him downewould beare 
Like to aſtorme, which hovers ynder sky 
Long here and there, andround aboutdorh tic, 
At] breakes downeinraine,and haile,and leet, 
Firſt, from one coaſt, till nought thereof be dry ; 
And then another, till that likewiſe fleet ; 
And fo from fide to fide, till all the world it weer. 


34 

Bat now their forces were decayd, 

The Prince yet wor vatoucht afore ; 

Who them with ſpeeches milde gan firſt diſſwade 

From ſuch foule out-rage, and them long forbore : 

Till ſceing them through full hartned more, 

Him ſelfe he bent their furies to abate : 

And =_ atthem ſo ſharpely and fo ſore, 


That ſhortly them compelled to retrate, 
And beeing broughtin danger,torelenttoo late. 


But now his courage being trough! fired, 
He meant to make them knowe ther follies priſe, 
Had not thoſe two him inſtantly defired 
T'afſwage his wrath, and pardon their meſpriſc. 
Art whole requeſt he gan himſclfe adviſe 
To ſtay his hand, and of atruceto treat 

* In mulder tearmes, as liſt them to deuile : 

Mongſt which, the cauſe of theirſo cruell heat 

He did themaske: who all that paſſed gan repeat; 
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Andtold at large, how that ' el errant Knight, 
To weet, faire Britomart, them late had toyled 
In open turney,and by wrongfull fight, 
Both of their publique praiſe had them deſpoyled, 
Andalfo of their priuate Loues beguiled; 
Of two, full hard toread the harder theft. 
But ſhee, that wrongfull challenge ſoone afloyled, 
And ſhew'd that ſhe had notthat Lady reft 
(As they ſuppos'd) buther had to herliking left. 


7 
To whom, the Prince das gvodly well replied; 
Certes, fir Knight, ye ſeemen much to blame, 
To rip vp wrong, that battell once hath tried; 
Wherein the honour both of Armes ye ſhame, 


And ckethe loue of Ladies foule defame ; 
To whom the world this franchiſe eueryeelded, 

Thar of their loues — might freedom clame, 
And in thatright, ſhould by all knights be ſhiclded : 
Gainftwhich me ſcemes this war yee wrongfully hauc = 

3 - 

And yet, quoth ſhe, a evcanchl remaines : 

For, I thereby my former Louec loſt; 

Whom ſeeking euer ſince with endleſle paincs, 

Hath memuch — colt : 

Aye me! toſce tle mayd (o toſt. 

But Scudamosr, het fabion rnaadit ſaid; 

Certes, herlofſe ought me to ſorrow moſt, 

Whoſe right ſheis, where-cuer ſhe be ſtraide, 
Through many perils won, and many fortunes waide. 


For, fromthe firſt that I her lone profaſt 
Vato this howre, this preſent lucklefſe howre, 
I never ioyed happineſle norreſt; __ _ 
But, thus turmould from one to other ſtowre, 
I waſte my life, and doe my dayes deuqure 
In wretched anguiſh, and inceſſant woe, 
P. the meaſure of my feeblepowre, 
Thar buing thus, a wretch, and lowing ſo, 

I neither can my loue, ne yetmy life forgo. 


” 25” 
Then good fir Claribell him thus beſpake; 
Now were it not iir Scudamour to you 
Diſlikefull paine, ſo ſad atasketo take, 
Mote we entreat you, ſith this gentle crew 
Is nowſo well accordedall anew ; 
That as we ride together on our way, 
Yewillrecount to vsin order dew 
All that adventure, which ye did aſſay 
For that faire Ladies loue : paſt perils well apay. 


41 
So gan the reſt him likewiſe to require ; 
But Britomert did him importune hard, 
To take on himthat paine : whoſe great deſire 
He glad to fatisfie, himſelfe prepar'd 
Torell through what misfortune he had far'd, 
In that atchiuement, as to him befell : - 
Andall thoſe dangers vnto them declar'd : 
Which ith they cannot in this Canto well 
Compriſed be, I will them in another tell. 
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Scudamonr doth his conquest tell, 
of vertuous Amoret : 
Great Venus temple is acſcrib'd, 
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I 
Rue hee itſaid, what-ever man it ſaid, 
Thatloue with gall and hony doth abound: 
Ag But ifthe onebe with the other way'd, 
Y GS. For euery dram of hony therejn found, 
SR A pound of gall doth overit redound. 
T hart I too truc by trial] have approued': 
For, ſince the day that firſt with deadly wound 
My hart was launc't, and learned to haueloued, 
I neucrioyed howre, but ſtill with care was moued. 
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And yet ſuch grace is giuen them from aboue, 

That all the cares and euill which they meer, 

May nought ar all their ſcrtled mindes remoue, 

But ſeeme gainſt common ſenle to them moſt [weet; 

As boſtiig in their martyrdome vnmeet. 

So all that euer yet I haucendured, 

I count 3s nought,and tread downe vnder feer, 

Sith of my Loue atlength I reſt aſſured, 
Thatto diſloyaltic ſhe will not beallured. 


Long were to tell the hay and long toyle, 

Through which this ſhield of loue I late hae wonne, 

And purchaſed this peereleſfe beauries ſpoile, 

That barder may be ended, then begonne. 

But ſince ye ſo deſire, your will be donne. 

Then "oY e gentle knights and Ladies free, 

My hard ears ,that ye may learne to ſhonne 3 

For, though ſweet Loue to conquer glorious bee, 
Yertisthe painethercof much greater then the fee. 


4 

Whattime thefame ofthis renowmed priſe 

Flew firſt abroad, and all mens cares polleft, 

I having armes then taken, gan aviſe 

To winne me honour by ſome noble geſt, 

And purchaſe me ſomeplace amongſt the beſt. 

1 boldly thought (ſo young mens thoughts are bold) 

That this ſame braue izefor me did reſt, 

And that both ſhield and ſhe whom I behold, 
Might be my lucky lot; ſith all by lotwe hold. 


* and Lowers life forth ſet. 
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5 
So, onthat hard adventure torth I went, 
Andto theplaceof perill ſhortly came: 
That was aterple ture and auncient, 
Which of great mother Yenys bare the name, 
And farre renowmed through exceeding fame; 
Much more then that, which was in Paphos builr, 
Or that in Cyprus, both long fince this latne, 
Though all the pillours ofthe one were gle, 
And all the others paucinent were with Iyory ipile. 


And itwisſeated in an Iſland ſtrong, 
Abounding all with delices molt rare, 
And wall'd by Nature gainſt invaders wrong, 
Thar none mote haue acceſle, nor inward fare, 
Bur by one way, that paſlage did prepare. 
It was a bridge ybuiltin goodly wile, 
With curious Corbes, and pendants grauen faire, 
And (arched all with porches) did aniſe 

Oa ſtarely piliours, fram's after the Dorick guiſe. 


7 
And for defence thereof, on th'other end 
There reared was4 Caſtlefure and ſtrong, 
That warded all which in or out did wend, 
And flanked both the bridges ſides along, 
Gainſt all that would it faine toforce or wrong, 
And therein wonned twenty yaliant Knights; 
Alltwenty tride in warres experience long ; 
Whole office was, againſt all manner wights, 
By all mcanesto maintaine that Caſtles ancient rights. 


8 
Before that Caſtle was an open Plaine, 
And in the midſtthereof apillour placed; 
On which this ſhield, of many ſoughtin vaine, 
The ſhield of Loue, whoſe guerdon mehath graced, 
Was hangd on high, with golden ribbands laced; 
And in the Marble ſtone was written this, 
With golden letters goodly well enchated, 
; Bleſſed the man that well can ſe his bliſs : 
Whoſe=euer be the ſhield, faire Amoret be bis. 
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Which when I read,my hart did inly yearne, 
Andpant with hope of that adventures hap : 
Ne ſtayed further newes thereof to learne, 
But with my ſpeare vpon the ſhicld did rap, 
Tharall the Caſtle ringed withthe clap. 
—_ forth iflew'd a Knight all arm'd to proofe, 
And brauely mounted to his moſt mishap : 
Who,ſtaying noughrto queſtionfrom aloofe, 


10 
Whom boldly I encountred (as I ay M 
And by good fortune ſhortly him v ed. 
Eftſoones out ſprung two more of cquall mould ; 
But I them wk cquall hap defeated: 
So all the twenty I hkewiſe entreated, 
And leftthem groning there vpon the Plaine. 
Then preacing to the pillour,l repeated 
The read thereof for guerdon of my paine, 
An:l taking downe the (Field, with me did it retaine. 
It 
So forth without impediment paſt, 
Till to the Bridges ytter gateI came : 
The which I found ſure 4 and chained faſt. 
I knockt, but no man aunſwerd me by name 3 
I cald, but no man anſwerd to my clame. 
Yer Iperſeuer'd ſtill ro knocke and call; 
Till ar the laſt T fpide within the ſame, 
Where one ſtood pee ing chrough acreuis ſmall; 
To whom l cald aloud = e apgry there-withall. 


12 
That was to,yeet, the Porter of the place, 
Vato whole truſt the charge thereof was lent : 
His name was Dowbt, that had a double face, 
Th'one forward looking, th'other backward bent, 
Therein relembling Tanus auncient, 
Which hath in chargethe ingare of the yeare : 
And cucrmore his eyes abouthim went, 
As :flome proued pcrill he did feare, 


1 
Oath'one fide he, on hacks? ſate Delay, 
B-hind the gate, that none her might eſpy ; 
Whoſe manner was all pafſcngersto ſtay, 
Andentertainewtth her occaſions fly; 
Through which ſome loſt great hope vnheedily, 
Which neuer they recouer might againe ; 
And others quite excluded forth, did ly 
Long languiſhing therein vapittied paine, 
And ſocks ng often entrance, afterwards 1n yaine. 


14 

Mee when as hee had priuily eſpide, 

Bearing the ſhield which I had conquer'd late, 

He kent ſtraight, and to me opened wide. 

Soin Ipaſt, an ſtraight heclos'd the gate. 

Bur being in, Delay in cloſe awaite 

Caught hold on me, and ng my ſteps to ſtay, 

Feiming full many afond excule to prate, 

Andtime to ſteale the threaſure of mans day; 
Whoſe ſmalleſt minute loſt, no riches reader may. 


Ran fierce at me, that fire glaunſt from his horſes hoofe. 


Or did miſdoubt ſome ill, whole cauſe did notappeare. 


$1 

But by no meanes my way I would forflowe, 
For ought that cuer ſhe could doe or lay 3 
But from my lofty ſteed diſmounting lowe, 
Paft forth on foot, beholding all the way 
The goodly workes, and ſtones of rich aflay, 
Caſt into ſundry ſhapes by wondrous skill,. 
(Thar like on carth no where reckon may) 
And vnderneath, the riuer rolling ftill 


Wich murmuxe oft, thaticery'dto lerue the vrorkmans- 
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Tian forth I pled whe as. ei 
The Gate of good deſert, whoſe goodly prid 
Fn farm; nan SR goon orb 
Theſameto all ſtood alwacs open wide: ' 
But in the Porch did cuermoxe abide. 
2h nous Giants IAN BOO, SF 

at ſtopt the catranoe with his ſpacious ſtride, 

And u__ terrour of his bold 
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Full many did affray, thatclfe faine enter would. 
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His name was Danger, dradded oucrall, 
VVho day and night did watch and ducly ward, 
From fearefull cowards, catrance to forſtall, 
And faint-hart-fooles, whom ſhew of perill hard 
Could terrifie from Fartunes faire award : 
For, oftentimes, faint harrs,at firſt eſpi 
Of his grim facc,werefrom approaching ſcar'd; 
Vnworthy they of grace, whom one deniall 
Excludes from fureſt hope, withouten further triall. 
18 
Yer many doughty Warriours, often tride 
In greater perils to be ſtout and bold, - 
Durſt notthe ſternenefle of his looke abide ; 
Bat ſoone as they his countenance did behold, 
Began to faint, and feceletheir courage cold. 
Againe, ſome other, that in hard afſaics 
Were cowards knowne,and little count did hold, 
Either through gifts, or guile,or ſuch like waies, 
Creptin by ſtooping lowe, or ſtealing of the kaies, 


I 
But I, thou k meme men af many mas, 
Yet much difdeigning vato him to lout, 


Or creepe betweene hus legs, ſo in to goe, 

Reſoly'd him to afulrwih O—_ ſtout, 

Andeither beathimin, or driue him our. 

Efrſoones adyauncing that enchaunted ſhield, 

With all my might ganto lay about : 

Which when heſaw, the glaiue which he did wield 
He gan forth-with t'avale, and way veto me yield. 


20 
So, as I entred, I did backward looke, 
For feare of harme, that might lic hidden there; 
And lo, his hind-parts (whereof heed Itoake) 
Much more deformed fearchull vgly were, 
Then all his formerparts did carit appeare. 
For, hatred, murther, treaſon, and deſpight, 
With many moe, lay in ambuſhment there, 
Awaiting toentrap the wareleſle wight, 
Which did not them preyent with vigilant fare-fight, 
V 4 
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21 
Thus hauing paſt all perill, Iwas come 
Within the co cof that ces 
The which did feeme ynto my fimple doome, 
The onely pleafant and de place, 
Thateuer troden was of footingys trace. 
For, all that Nature by her tmother wit 
Could frame in earth, and forme of ſubſtance baſe, 
Wasfthere; and, al{that Naturedid omit, 
Art (playing ſecond Naturespart) ſupplycd it. 
22 


No tree, that is of count, in greene-wood growes, 
From loweſt Iuniper to Ceder tall ; 
No flowre in field, that dainty odour throwes, 
And deckes his branch with bloflomes ouer all, 
But there was planted, or grew naturall : 
Nor ſenſe of manſo eoy andenrious nice, 
But there mote find to pleaſe itfelfe withall; 
Nor hart could wiſhfor any queint deuice, 

But there it preſcat was, and did traile ſenſc entice. 


2 
In ſuch luxurious plenty of Rf pleaſure, 
It ſeem'd aſecond paradiſe to bee, 
 Solauiſhly enricht with Natures threaſure, 
Thatifthe foules, which doe poſlceſſe 
—_— ,and live inlafting blefle, 
S happen this with lining eye to ſee, 
They foone would loathe therr lefler happineſle, 
And wiſh to life return'd againeto gheſle. 
Tharia this ioyous place they motchane ioyance free. 


24 
Freſh ſhadowes, fit to ſhroude from ſunny ray ; 
Faire lawnds, to take the ſunne in ſeaſon dew; 
Sweet ſprings, in which a thouſand Nymphs did play; 
Softrumbling brookes, that gentle lumber drew ; 
High reared mounts, the lands about to view 3 
Lowe looking dales, diſloignd from common gaze; 
Delightfull bowres,toſolace Louers trew ; 
Falſe Labyrinths, fond runners eyes to daze; 
All which, by Nature made,did Nature ſelfe amaze. 


25 
And all without were walkes and alleyes dight, 
With diuers trees, enrang'd in cuenrankes; 
And here andtherewere pleaſant arbors pight, 
And ſhadie ſeates, and ſundry flowrin Sz 
To fit and reſtthe walkers Sake: 
And therein —_— of _ walkr, 
Pra their god, ielding hi thanks, 
ar. tof chef (= junre;.may 
Ne cuerfor e ot blame of any balk. 
26 
All theſe together by themſclues did ſport 
Their ſpotleſle pleaſures, and ſweet loues content. 
But farre away from theſe, another ſort 
OfLouers linked in truc harts conſent; 
Which loued not as theſe, for like intent, 
But on chaſte yertue grounded their defire, 
Farrefromallfraude, orfained blandiſhment ; 
. Which intheirſpirits kindling zealous fire, 
Brauc thoughts and noble deeds did euer-more afpire. 


27 

Such were great Hercnles, and Hylus deare ; 

True Jonathan, and Daxid truſtic tryde; 

Stout Theſes, and Perithows his feare ; 

Pylades, and Oreftes by his fide; 

Milde Titws, and Gefppus without pride; 

Damon and Pythias, whom death could not ſcuer : 

All theſe, and all that cuer had beene ryde, 

In bands of friendſtip, there did liue for cuer ; 
Whoſe lives, although decay'd, yet loues decayed neuer. 

8 


2 
Which, when as I, that neuer taſted bliſs, 

Nor happy howre, beheld with gazefull eye, 

I thought there was none other heauen then this ; 

And gan their endlefle happineſle enuy, 

T hart becing free from feare andiicalouſfic, 

Might frankdly there their loues deſire poſleſſe; 

Whilſt I,through paines and perlous tcopardie, 

Was forc't to ſecke my lifes deare patronefſe: (ſtreſle. 
Much dearer be the things, which come through hard di- 


2 
Yertall thoſe ſights, and all ae elſe I ſaw, 
Mightnot my ſteps with-hold, bur that forth-right 
Vnto that purpos'd place I did me draw, 
Where-as my Loue was lodged day and night: 
The temple of great Yenxs, that is hight 
The Queene of beauty, and of loue the mother, 
There worſhipped of cuery liuing wight; ' 
Whoſe goodly at drove bo farre paſt all other 
That cuer were on earth, all were they ſet together. 


© 
Not that ſame famous Temple of Diane, 
Whoſe height all Epbeſws did over-ſce, 
And which all Af [ought with vowes profane, 
One of the _— _— wonders ſaid to bee, 
ghrt match with this by many adegree: 
Nether which hatwiſc! King of A framed, 
With endleſſe coſt, to beth'Almighties ſee; 
Nor all that elſe through all the world is named 
Toall the heathen Gods, mightlike to this be clamed. 


I 

I, much admiring that ſo  poody frame, 
Vnto the porch approch't,which open ſtood; 
But therein (ate an amiable Dame, 
Thatſcem'dto be of very ſober mood, 
And inher ſemblant ſhew'd great womanhood : 
Strange was her tire; for on her head a Crowne 
Shee wore, much like ynto a Danisk hood, 
Poudred with pany and ſtone; and all her gowne 

Enwoven was with gold,that raughtfull lowe adowne. 

2 

On either fide of her, two _ men ſtood, 
Both ſtrongly arm'd, as fearing one another ; 
Yer were they brethren both of halfe the blood, 
Begotten by two fathers of one mother, 
Though of contrary natures each to other : 
The one of them hight Lowe, the other Hate. 
Hate was the elder, Lowe the younger brother ; 
Yetwas the younger ſtrongerin his ſtate 

Thea th'clder, and bum ride ſtill in all debate. 

Nath'leſle, 
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Nath'leſſe, that Dameſo Ke Vi rempred both, 
That ſhe them forced hand to ioyne 10 hand, 
Albe that Hatred was thereto full loth, 
And turn'd his face away, as he did ſtand, 
Vnwilling to behold that louely band. 
Yet ſhe was of ſuch grace and yertuous might, 
Thar her commaundment he could not wi d, 
Bur bit his lip for felonous defpight, 

And gnaſhe his1ron ruskes at that diſpleafing fight. 


34 
Concord ſhee cleeped was in common reed, 
Mother of bleſſed Peace, and Friendſhip true ; 
They both her twins, both borne of heauenly ſeed, 
And ſhe herſelfe likewiſe dininely grew; 
The which right well her workes divine did ſhew : 
For, ſtrength, and wealth, and happineſle ſhe lends, 
And ſtrife, and warre, and anger does ſubdey : 
Of little much, of foes ſhe maketh frends, 
Andto afflicted minds,{weet reſt and quietſends. 


By her the heauen is in his Hd contained, 
And all the world in ſtate ynmoued ſtands, 
As their Almighty Maker firſt ordained, 
And bound them with inviolable bands ; 
Elſe would the waters over-flowethelands, 
And firedenoure the ayre, and hell them quight, 
But that ſhe holds them with her bleſſed hands. 
Shee is the nurſe of pleaſire anddelight, 
And vnto Yenws grace the gate doth openright. 
6 


By her I entring, halfe Airy was 
But ſhece in gentle wiſe me entertayned, 
And twixt her ſelfe and Loue did letmepaſs ; 
But Hatred would my entrance hauereſtrained, 
And with his club me threatned to have brayned, 
Had not the Lady,with her powrefull ror bg 
Him from his wicked will vneath refrained ; 
Andth'othereke his malice did empeach, 

Till I was throughly paſt the perill of his reach. 


7 
Intothe inmoſt Temple FR I came, 
Which fuming all with Frankenſence I found, 
And odours nfing from the altars flame. 
Vpon an hundred Marble piltors round, 
The roofe vp high wasrearedfrom the ground, 
Alldeckt with crownes, and chaines, mgiclonds g4ys 
And thouſand pretious pitt worth many a pound, 
The which ſad Louers forth 
Andall the ground was ſtrow'd with flowres, as freſh as 


8 

An hundred Altars round P oc wereſert, 

All laming with their lacrifices fire, 

That with the ſtemethereofthe Temple (wer, 

Which roul'din clowdes,to heanendid aſpire, 

And in them bore truce Logers yowes entire: 

Andeke an hundred braſen cauldrons bright, 

To bathein ioy and amorous defire, 

Euery of which was to a Damzell hight; ' 
For, allthe Prieſts were Damazels, in ſokz linnen dight. 
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Right in the midſt the Godiaſſe {elfe did ftand, 
Vpon an altar of fome coſtly maſſe, 
Whoſe fubſtance was vneath to vnderſtand ! 
Far, neither pretious ſtone, nor durefull braſle, 
Nor ſhining gold, nor mouldring clay it was ; 
But much morerare and pretious to eſtceme, 
Purein aſpe&t, and keto cryſtall glaſs, 
Yer glafle was not, if one did nightly deeme ; 
Bur becang faire and brickle, likeſt glaſle did ſeeme; 


40 

But it in ſhape and beauty did excell 

All other [doles which the heathen adore, 

Farre paſſing that, which by ſurpaſſing skill 

Phidias did make in Paphos Iſle of yore, 

With which that wretched Greeke that life forlore, 

Didfall in loue : yetthis much fairer ſhined, 

But couered with aflender veile afore ; 

And both her fect and legs together twined 
Were with a ſnake,whoſe head & taile were faſt combined. 


41 
The cauſewhy ſhe was couered with aveile, 
VVas hard to knowe, for that her Prieſts the ſame 
From peoples knowledge labour'd to conceale. 
But ſooth it was not ſure for womaniſh ſhame, 
Nor any blenuſh which the worke mote blame ; 
Bur for (they ſay) ſhe hath both kindes in one, 
Both male and female, both vader one name : 
She fireand mother is her (elfe alone; 
Begets, and cke concciues, ne neederh other none. 


2 
And allabout her necke and ſhoulders flew 
A flock of little loues,and ,and ioyes, 


V Vith nimble wings of gold and purplehew; 

m_u_ ſhapesſcem Cori to terrefiriall boyes, 

But like to Angels playing heauenly ; 

The whil'ſttheir cider ryan. 

Cupid, their eldeſt brother ; he enioyes 

The wide kingdomeofloue with lordly ſway, 
And to his lawcompels all creatures to obay. 


4 

Andall about re altar, Gerad lay 

Great ſorts of Louers pittiouſly complaining 3 

Some - —_ ſome of their loucs delay, 

Some of their pride, ſomeparagons diſdaimng, 

Some fearing fraude, ſome fraudulently fayning, 

As cuery onehad cauſe of good or ill. 

Amongſt thereſt, ſome one through loues conſtrayning 

Tormented ſore, could not containe it ſhll, 
Bur thus brakeforth, that allthe Temple it did fill ; 
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Great Yenus, Queene of beauty and of grace, 
Theioy Iu and _— kr TA 
Mo een many 
Thatwi {mulinglookedooſt pacitie 
Theragi 7 nn an ren 
Thee goddlle,the te windeth lowdes do ac 
And when thou (predſtthy mantle forth on hie, 
The watersplay, and Lands appeare, 
And heauens z& ph a+" 
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Then doth the dzJale earth hve foth to thee 
Out of herfruitfull lap aboundant flowres: 
And thenall liuing wights, ſoone as they ſee 
The Spring breake forth our of his luſty bowres, 
_ all _ learne vs play the Paramours; 
Firſt do the merry birds, 4 
Priuily pricked with thy | Ne. = 
Chirpe loud to thee out of their cages, 

And thee their mother call to coole theur kindly rages. 

46 

Then do the (aluage beaſts begin toplay 
Their pleaſantfriskes, and loath their wonted food : 
The Lions rore, the Tigres loudly bray, 
= raging Buls rebellow thro on 9 

nd reaking forth, dare rempt c cepeſt , 

To come where thou doeſt drawethem with defire : 
So all things elſe, that nouriſh vitall blood, 
Sooneas with fury thou doeſt them inſpire, 

In generation ſeeke to quench their wward fire. 
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Soalltheworld by thee at firſt was made, 

And dayly yet thou doeſt the lame repaire : 

Ne ought on earth that merry is and glad, 

Ne oughton earth that loucly is and faire, 

Butthou the ſame for pleaſure didſtprepayre. 

Thou art theroot of all thatioyous is, 

Great godof men and women, queene of th'ayre, 

Mother of laughter, and well-pning of bliſs, 
O grauntthat of my loucat laſt I may not miſle. 

8 


4 

So did he ſay : but I with murmure ſoft, 

That none might hearethe ſorrowe of my heart, 

Yet inly groaning deep and fighing oft, 

Beſought her to granteaſe ynto my ſmart, 

And to my wound her gracious help impart. 

Whileſt thus Iſpake, bebold with happy eye 

I ſpyde,where at the Idoles feet apart 

A VLaie of faire damzels cloſe did lie, 
Wayting when as the Antheme ſhould be ſung on hue. 


4 
The firſt of them did ſeem * riper yeares, 

And yu rare then creſt; 

Yet reſt werecke here cs, 

Yerynto her obayed all ng, 

Her name was #omanhoed, that ſhe expreſt 

By her ſad ſemblantand demeanure wilc : 

For, ſtedfaſt ſtill her eyes did fixed reſt, 

Neroy'd atrandon after gazers guiſc, 
Whole luring baytes oft-times doe heedleſle hearts cntiſe. 


50 

And nextto herſate goodly Shamefaſineſſe ; 

Neeuer durſther eyesfrom ground vp-reare, 

Ne cuer once did looke vp from her » 

As if ſome blame of cuill ſhe did feare, 

Thatin hercheckes maderoſes oft appeare : 

And her againſt, ſweet CheerefwIneſſe was placed, 

Whoſe eyes like twinkling ſtars in cueming cleare, 

Were deckt with ſmyles, thatall ſad humorschaced, 
And darted forth delights, the which her goodly graced. 
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And next to her fate ſober Modeſtie, 

Holding her hand vpon her gentle heart; 

And her againſt ſate comely Curteſie, 

That vnto euery perſon knew her part; 

And her before was ſeated ouerthwart 

Soft Silence, aud ſubmiſle Obedience, 

Both linkt together neuer to daſpart, 

Both gifts of God not gotten but from thence, 
Both girlonds of his Saints againſttheir foes offence. 
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Thus fate they all around in ſeemely rate: 

And inthe midit of thema goodly mayd, 

Euen in the lap of Womanbood therelate, 

The which was allin lilly whate arrayd, 

With filuer ſtreames amongſtthe linnen ſtray'd ; 

Like to the morne, wheo firit her ſhining face 

Hath to the gloomy world it ſelfe bewray'd : 

That ſame was fayreſt Amoret in place, 
Shining with beauties light, and heaucaly vertues grace. 


5 

Whom ſoone as I beheld, 7 heart gan throb, 
And wade in doubr, what beſt were to be donne ; 
For, ſacnilege me ſcem'd the Church to rob; 
And folly {cem'd to leaue the thing vndonne, 
Which with ſo ſtrong attemptT had begonne. 
Tho, ſhaking off all doubt and ſhametaſtfeare, 
Which Ladyes loue I heard had neuer wonne 
Mongſt men of worth, Ito her ſtepped neare, 

And by the lilly hand herlabour'd vpto reare. 
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Thereat that formoſt matrone medid blame, 
And ſharperebuke, for being ouer-bold 
Saying itwasto Knight yuſeemly ſhame, 
Vpon areclule Virgin to lay hold, 
Th V enus (eruices was ſold. 
Towhom I thus ; Nay bur it fitteth beſt, 
For _ man with Yenzs mayd to hold : 
For,ill your cleruices aredreſt 

By Virgins, and her ſacrifices letto reſt, 


$1 

With that my ſhield Iforthto herdid ſhowe, 
Which all thatwhile I cloſely had conceald ; 
Oa which when Cupid with his killing bowe 
And cruell ſhafts emblazond ſhe beheld, 
Ar ſightthercof ſhe was with terror queld, 
And ſayd no more: butI which allthatwhile 
The pledge of faith, her hand held, 
Like wary Hynd within the weedy ſoyle,' 

For no intreaty I” ſo glorious ſpoyle. 


And euermore vpon the oddeſſe face 
Mine eye was fixt, for feare of her offence : 
Whom when Iſawe with anuable grace . 
To laugh on me, and fauour my pretence, 
I was ——_— with more ® mo : 
And noughtfor niceneſle nor for aring, 
In gn. them all forth led her - , 
All looking on, andlike aſtoniſhe ſtaring, 
Yettolay hand on her, not one of all them daring. 
Shce 
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Shee often prayd, and often me beſought, No lefle did danger threaten me with dread, 
Sometime with tender tearesto let her goe, When as he ſaw me, maugre all his powre, 
Sometime with witching ſmyles: but yerfor nought, That glorious ſpoile of beauty with ine lead, 
T hat euer the ro mee could {ay or doe, Then Cerberws, when Orphess did recoure 
Could ſhe her wiſhed treedome fro me wooe; His Leman from the Stygian Princes 
Butforth I led her through the Temple gate, But cuerrwore my ſhicld did me defend, 
By which I hardly paſt with much adoe : Againſt the ſtorme of euery dreadfull ſtoure : 
But that ſame Lady which me friended late Thus ſafely with my Loue T thence did wend. 
In entrance, did me allo friend in my retrate. So ended he his tale, where 1 this Canto end. 
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Marinells former wound is heald, 
LO --y- he comes to Protews hall, = 
Re STE here Thames doth the Medway wed, 3x 
(2 id (Bc 2X0 and feaits the Sea-gods all, 
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1 4 
e Vrahforpitty ! that I hauethus long And in the midi thereof did horror dwell, 
4 Lefta faire Lady languiſhing in paine: And darkepefle drad, that never viewed day ; 
2 F}. Now weal-away,that I haue doen ſuch wrong, Like jo the balcfull houſe of loweſt hell, 
Ef To lct faire Florimell in bands remaine, In which old Styx her aged bones alway 


In bands of loue, and 1n ſad thraldomes chaine ; (Old Styx, the Grandame of the Gods) dothlay. 
From which, valeflc ſorne heauenly powre her free There did this lucklefle mayd three months abide, 
By miracle, not yet appearing plaine, Ne euer eucning ſaw, ne mornings ray, 
She lenger yer is like captiu'd to bee : Necuer from the day the night deſcride, 
That eucn to thinkethereof, it inly pitties mee. But thought it all one night, thatdid no houres dinide. 
2 
Heere neede you to remember, how ere-while And all this was for loue of Marinell, 
Vnlouely Pretess, miſſing to his mind Who her deſpis'd (ab ! who would her deſpiſe? ) 
That Virgins loue to win by witor wile, . And wemens loue did from his hart k 
Her threw mito a dungeon deepe and blind, Andall thoſe ioyes that weake mankind entile, 
And there in chaines = cruelly did bind, Nath'lefſe, his pride full dearely he did priſe; 
In hopethereby her to his bentto draw : For, of a womans hand it was ywroke, 
For, when as neither gifts nor graces kind, That of the wound he yetin languorlyes, 
Her conſtavt mind could moue at all he ſaw, Ne can be cured of that cruell ſtroke 
He thoughther trocompell by cruelty and awe. Which Britomart him gaue, when he did her prouoke, 
6 
Deepe inthe bottome of mkoge greatrocke Yer fare and neere the Nymph his mother ſought, 
The duvgeon was, in which her bound he left, And many ſalues did to his ſore apply, 
That ncither yron barres, nor brazen locke And many herbes did vſe. Butwhen as nought 
Did need to gard from force, or ſecret theft She ſaw could eaſe his ing maladic, 
Of all her Lovers, which would ber bauc reft. Atlaſt,to Trypbun ſhee for did bie 
For, wall 'd it was with waues, which rag'd and ror'd (This Trypbon is the gem ſurgeon hight) 
As they the cliffe in peeces would hauecleft: Whom ſhee to ind ſome : 
Beſides, ten thouſind monſters foule abhord And for hs paines, awhiſtle him behight, 
Did waite abour it, gaping grieſly, all begor'd. That of a fiſhes ſhell was wrought with raze delight. a 
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So well that Leach did harke to her requeſt, 

And did ſo well employ his caretull paine, 

That in ſhort ſpace his hurts he hadredreſt, 

And him reſtor'd to healthfull ſtate againe: 

In which he long time after did remaine 

There with the Nymph his mother, like her thrall; 

Who fore againſt his will did him retaine, 

For fearc of perill, which to him morefall, 
Through his too ventrous prowefle proucd ouer all. 

8 


It fortun'd then, a ſolemnefeaſt was there 
To all the Sea-gods and their fruitfull ſeed, 
In honour of the ſpouſalls, which then were 
Berwixtthe Medway and the Thamesagreed. 
Long hadthe Thames (as we inrecordsreed) 
Before that day her wooed to his bed; 


But the proude Nymph, would for no worldly mced, 


Nor no cntreatie to his louebe led; 
Till now at laſt relenting, ſhe to him was wed. 


So both agreed, that this FA bridale feaſt 
Should for the gods in Protexs houſe be made ; 
To which they all repayr'd, both moſt and leaſt, 
As well which in the mighty Ocean trade, 
As that in riuers ſwim, or brookes doe wade. 
All which, not if an hundred tongues torell, 
And hundred mouthes, and voice of braſs I had, 
And endlcfle memory, that mote excell, 

In order as they came, could I recountthem well. 


10 
Helpetherefore, © thou ſacred imp of Towe, 
The nourſling of Dame Memory his deare, 
To whom thoſerolles, layd vpin heauen aboue, 
And records of antiquitie appeare, 
To whichno wit of man may comen neare; 
Help me to tell the names of all thoſe floods, 


And all thoſe Nymphes, which then aflembled were 


To that great banquet of the watry Gods, 
And all their ſundry kinds, and all their hid abodes. 


II 

Firſt, came great Neptwne, with his three-forkt Mace, 

That rulesthe Seas, and makes them riſc orfall; 

His deawy locksdid drop with brine apace, 

Vnder his Diademe imperiall : 

And by his ſide, his Queenewith Coronall, 

Faire Amphit#its, moſt diuinely faire, 

Whoſe Iuory ſhoulders weren covered all, 

As with a = i with her owne filuer haire : 


Anddeckt with pearls, which th'Indian ſeas for her prepare. 


I2 
Theſe marched farre afore the other crew; 
Audall the way before them as they went, 
Triton his trumperſhrill before them blew, 
For goodly triumph and great iollyment, 
That made the rocks toroare,asthey wererent. 
And after them theroyall iſſue came, 
Which of them ſprun s 46m deſcent : 
Firſt, the Sea-pods, which tothemſeclues doe clame 


Thepowreto rulethe billowes, and the waues to tame. 
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Phoreys, the father of that Fatal brood, 
By whom thoſe old Her&es wonne ſuch fame; 
And Glaweus, that wiſe ſoothſayes vaderſtood; 
And tragick Inoes ſonne, the which became 
A God of ſeas through his mad mothers blame, 
Now hight Palemon, and is Saylers friend; 
Great Brontes, and Aſtrews, that did ſhame 
Himſelfe with inceſt of his kin vakend ; 

And huge Orion, that doth tempeſts ſtill portend. 


14 

Therich Cteatus, and Eurytuslong,; 

Nelexs and Pelias, louely brethren both ; 

Mighty Chryſaor, and Cajcusſtrong ; 

Eurypwulws, that calmes the waters wroth; 

And faire Ewpharmus, that ypon them go'th 

As on the ground, without diſmay or dread: 

Fierce Eryx, and Alebius, thatknow'th 

The waters depth, and doth their bottome tread; 
And fad Aſopus, comely with his hoaric head. 


I 

There alſo, ſome moſt "he founders were 
Ofpuiſlant Nations, which the world poſſeſt ; 
Yet ſonnes of Neptune, now alfſembled here: 
Auncient Ogyges, cuen th'auncienteſt, 
And Inach»s, renowm'd aboue thereſt; 
Pheanizx, 2nd Aon, and Pelaſyus old, 
Great Belus, Phaax, and Agenor, beſt ; 
And mighty Albion, father of the bold 

And war-like people, which the Britaine lands hold. 
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I 
For, Albion, the ſonne of Neptune was; 
Who for the proofe of his greatpuiſſance, 
Out of his Albien did on "— paſs 
Into old Gall, that now is cleeped France, 
To fight with Hercules, that did advance 
To vanquiſh all the world with matchleſſe might : 
And there his morrall part by miſchance 
Was ſlaine: butthat which is th'immortall ſpright 
Lies ſtill: andto this feaſt with Neptwnesſeed was dight. 


17 

But what doe I their names ſecke to reherſe, 
Which all the world haue with their iſſue fild > 
How can they all in this ſo narrow verſe 
Contained be, and inſmall compaſſe hild ? 
Let them record them, that are better skild, 
And knowe the moniments of paſſed times : 
Onely what needeth, ſhall be here fulfild, 
T'exprelleſome part of that great equipage, 

Which from great Neptwne doe deriue their parentage. 

18 


Next, came the aged Ocean, and his Dame, 

Old Tethys, th'oldeſt two of all the reſt; 

For, all thereſt, of thoſe two Parents came, 

Which afterward both ſea and land polfleſt : 

Ofall which, Nerews, th'eldeſt andthe beſt, 

Did firſt proceed, then which none morevpright, 

Ne more fincerein word and deed 5 

Moſt void of guile,moſt free from foule deſpight, 
Dooing himſclfc,and teaching others todoe _—_ . 
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Thereto he was expert in prophecies, 
And could the ledden of x A Gods vnfold, 


Through which, when Paris brought his famous priſe 


The faire Tindarid laſſe, he him tortolde, 
Thather all Greece with many a champion bold 
Should ferch againe, and finally deſtroy 

Proud Priams towne. So wiſe is Nerexe old, 
Ando well skild; nath'lefle he takes great ioy 


Oft-times amangſt the wanton Nymphes to ſport and toy. 
20 


And after him the famousriwers came, 
Which doethe exrthenrich and beautific : 
The fertile Nile, which ercatures new doth frame ; 


Long Rhodanus, whoſe ſourle ſprings from the skie 3 


Faire Iſter, flowing from the Mountanes hue; 
Diuine Scamander, purpled yet with bloud 
Of Greekes and Troians, which therein did die ; 
Pactolus, gliſtring with his golden flood, 

And Tigris be 
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Great Ganges, and immortall Euphrates, 

Deepe Indus, and Mzander intricate , 

Slow Peneus, and tempeſtuous Phaſides, 

Swift Rhene,and Alpheus ſtillmmaculate : 

Oraxes, fcared for great Cyrus fate; 

Tybris, renowmedfor the Romaines fame, 

Rich Oranochy, though burtknowen late 3 

And that huge Riuer, which doth beare his name 
Of warlike Amazons, which do poſleſſe the fame. 


23 
Ioy on thoſe warlike women, which ſo lon 
Can from all men ſo rich a kingdome hold; 


And ſhame on you, 6 men, which boaſt your ſtrong 


And valiant hearts, in thoughts leſle hard and bold, 
Yetquaile io conqueſt of that land of gold. 
Put this ro you, 6 Britons, moſt pertaines, 
To whomtheright hereof it ſelte hath ſold; 
The which, for ſparing little coſt or pains, 
Loſe ſo immorrall glory, and ſo cndleſle gaines. 


2 
Then was there heard a moſteleſtiall ſound 
Of dainty muſicke, which did next enſew 
Before the ſpouſe: that was Arion crownd ; 
Who playing on his harpe, vnto him drew 
Theeares and hearts of all that mou crew, 
Thateuen yet the Dolphin, which him bore 
Through f 6 Agzan ſeas from Pirates view, 
Stood till by him aſtoniſhe at his lore, 
And all the raging ſeas for ioy forgot to rore. 
24 
So went he playing on the watry Pla 
Soone kb the louel Beblogpoagas came, 
The noble Thamis, withall his goodly traine; 
But him before there went, as beit became , 
His auncientparents, namely th*auncient Thame. 
But much more was his wife then he, 
The Oauze, whom men do Ifis ri name; 
Full weake and crooked ms ſhe, 


rce,whole ſtreams of none may be withſtood 
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Therefore on either fide ſhe was ſuſtained 


Of two ſmall grooms, which by their names were hight 


The Churne, and Charwell, two {mall ſtreames, which 

Them ſelues her footing to diret _. (pained 

Which fayled oft through faint and feeble plight : 

But Thame was ſtronger, and of better ſtay ; 

Yerſeem'd full aged by his outward ſight, 

With head all hoary, and his beardall gray, 
Deawed with filuer drops, thattrickled downe alway. 
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And eke he ſomewhat ſeem'd to ſtoupe afore 

With bowed backe, by reaſon of the lode, 

And auncient heauy burden, which he bore 

Of that faire Citie, wherein make-abode 

So rare (e164 impes, that ſhoot abroad, 

And with their branches ſpred all Britany, 

No lefle then do her elder fiſters broode. 

loy to you both, yedouble nourſery, | 
Of Arts: but Oxford thine doth Theme moſt glonfic. 
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But he their ſonne full freſh and iolly was, 

All ——_ - arobe pd watchet - 

On whi c waues, glittring like Cryſtall glaſs, 

So cunningly cnwouen were, that few gat 

Could weenen, whether they were falſe or trew. 

And on his headlike to a Coronet 

He wore, that ſcemed ſtrange to common view, 

In which were many Towres and Caſtles ſet, 
That it encompaſt round as with a golden fret. 
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Like as the mother of the gods, they ſay, 

In her greatiron charet wonts to ride, 

Whea to Towes palace ſhe doth take her way 3 

Old Cybels, arrayd withpom pride, 

Wearing a Diademe id wide 

With hundred turrets, like a Turnbant. 

With ſuch an one was Thamis beaurifide ; 

That was to weet, the famaus Troynouant, 
In which her kingdomes throne is chicfiy refiant. 


29 
Andround abouthim many a I 
Attended duely, ready uf ana; = 
All little Riuers, which owe yallal 
To him, as to their Lord, and tribute pay : 
The chaulky Kenet, and the Thetis gray, 
The moriſh Cole, and the ſoftlidiog Breane, 
The wanton Lee, that oft doth lole his way, 
And the ſhll Darent, in whoſe waterscleane 
Ten thouſand fiſhes play, and decke hus pleaſant ſtreame. 


©) 

Then came his neighbour flouds, which nigh him dwell, 

And water all the Engliſh ſoile urs. ; 

They all on him this day attended well; 

And with meet ſeruice waited him about; 

Ne onediſdained lowe to him to tout: 

No not theſtarely Senernegrudg'd at all, 

Ne ſtorming Humber, though he looked ſtout; 

But both him honor'das therrprincipall, 


Andalmoſt bland through cldzthat ſcatce her way could ſee, —_ JM 056 
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There was the ſpeedy Tana, which divides 
The Cormth, and the Dcuoniſh confines; 
Through both whoſe borders ſwiftly downe it olides, 
And mectivg Plim, to Plimmourth thence declines : 
AnJ Durt, nigh choaktwith ſands of tinny mines. 
But Anon marched 1n more ſtately path, 
Proud of his Adamants, with which he ſhines 
And oliſters wide, as als'of wondrous Bath, 

And Briſtow faire, which on his waues he builded hath. 


2 
And there came Stoure whiterible aſpect, 
Bearing tus fixe deformed heads on hie, 
That doth his courſe through Blandford Plains dire, 
And waſheth Winborne meades in ſeaſon drie. 
Next himywent Wylibcurne with paſſage flyc, 
That of his wylineffe his name doth take, 
And of him felfe doth name the ſhire thereby : 
And Mole, thatlike anouſling Mole doth make 
His way ſtill vaderground, till Thamis he oucrtake. 


Then came the Rother, abs all with woods 
Like a wood god, and flowing faſt ro Rhy : 
AndSture, that parteth with hus pleaſant floods 
The Eaſterne Saxons from the Sourherne ny, 
And Clare, and Harwitch both doth beaurtifie : 
Him follow*d Yar, ſoft waſhing Norwitch wall, 
And with him broughta preſent io fully 
Or his owne fiſh vnto their feſtival (cal. 

Whole like none elſe could ſhewe, the which they Rufhns 


4 
Next theſe, the plentious Gul e came far from land, 
By mary a City, and by many a Towne, 
And many Rivers, taking vnder hand 
Into his waters, as he paſſerh downe, 
The Cle, the Were, the Guant, the Sture,the Rowne, 
Thence doth by Huntingdon and Cambridge flit, 
My mother Cambridge, whom as with a Crowne 
He doth adorn, andis adorn'd of it 
With many a gentle Muſe, and many a learned wit. 


25 

And after him the fatal! Welland went, 
That if old {awes proue true (which God forbid) 
Shall drowne all Holland with his cxcrement, 
And ſhall ſce Stamford, though now homely hid, 
Then ſhine in learning, more then euer did 
Cambri4gt or Oxford, Englands good! beames. 
And next to him the Nene downe oftly {lid ; 
And bountious Trent, that in him ſelfe enſeames 

Both thirty ſorts of fiſh, and thirty ſundry ſtreames. 

6 


Next theſe came Tyne, Fs g whoſe ſtony banke 
That Romane Monarch built a brazen wall, 
Which motethe fecebled Britons ſtrongly flanke 
Againſtthe PiQts, that {warmed ouer all, 

Which yertthereof Gualſeuer they do call : 
And Twedethe limitberwixtLogns land 
And Albany : and Eden though butſmall, 
Yet often ſtainde with bloud of many a band 
Of Scots and Engliſh both, that tyncd on his ſtrand. 


% » 


7 
Then came thoſe ſixe ſad \ like forlorne, 

That whylome werc (as antiquefathersrell) 
Sixe valiant Knights, of one taire Nymph yborne, 
Which did in noble deeds of armes excell, 

And wonned there, where now Yorke people dwell; 
Still Vre, ſwift Werfe, and Oze the moſt of might, 
High Swale, vnquiet Nyde and troublous Skell; 
All whom a Scythian king, that Humber hight, 

Slew cruclly, and 1ntheriuer drowned quight. 
"a5 
Butpaſt not long, cre "_. warlike ſonne 

Locrinus them aueng'd, and the ſame date, 

Which the proud Humbcrvnto them had donne, 

By equall Coome repayd on bis owne pate: 

For ,1n the ſelfe ſamenucr, where he late 

Had drenched them, he drowned him apaine z 

And nam'd the R iuer of his wretched fate; 

Whoſe bad condition yet it doth retaine, 

Ott tolled with his ſtormes , which thercin {till remaine. 


Theſe after, came the fny ſhallow Lone, 
Th.t to old Loncaſter his nam« doth lend; 
And following Dee, which Britons longygone 
Did call diuine, that doth by Cheſter tend; 
And Conway,which cut of his ſtreame doth ſend 
Plenty of pearles to decke his dames withall, 
And Lindus thathispikes doth moſt commend, 
Of which the auncient Lincolne men docall, 

All thele together marched toward Protens hall. 


— 

Ne thencethe Iriſh Rives blk were, 
Sith no leſſe famous then the reſt they be, 
And joyne in neighbourhood of kingdomenere, 
Why ſhould they not lik. wiſe inloue agree, 
Andioy likewiſc this ſolemne day to tee ? 
They lawe it all, and preſent were in place; 
Though Ithem all according their & cc, 
Cannot recount, nortell their hiddenrace, 


Nor readthefaluage countries, thorough which they paſe, 


' 
There was the Lifhe, rolling downethe lea, 
The ſandy Slane, the ſtony Aubrian, 
The ſpacious Shenan ſpreading like a ſea, 
T hepleaſant Boyne, the fiſhy truitfull Ban, 
Swift Awniduff, which of the Enoliſh man 
Is call'd Blacke water, and the Liftar deepe;,; 
Sad Trowis, that once his people queranne, 
Strong Allo tombling from Slewlogherſtcep, 
And Mwlla mine, whole waues I whilomtaught to Weep. 
2 
And there the heoncand brethren were, 
Which that great Giant Blomius begot 
Of the faire Nymph Rheiſa wandring there. 
One day,as ſhe to ſhunne the ſeaſon hor, 
Vnder Slewbloomein ſhady groue was got, 
This Gyant found her, and by force Icffowr'd ? 
Whereof conceiuing, ſhe in timeforth brought 
Theſcthree faireſons,which being thence forth powrd 
In three great rivers ran, and many countries ſcowrd. 
| The 
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The firſt, the gentle Shure, hat making way 
By ſweet Clonmell, adornes rich Waterford ; 
The next, the ſtubborne Newre, whoſe waters gray 
By faire Kilkenny and Roſſeponte boord ; 
he third, the goodly Barow,which doth hoord 
Great heapes of Salmons in his deepe boſome : 
All which long ſundred, doe at laſt accord 
Toioinein one, ere to the ſea they come, 
So flowing all from one, all one at laſt become. 


44 
There alſo was the wide embayed Mayre, 
The pleaſant Bandon crownd with many a wood, 
The ſpreading Lee, that like an Ifland faire 
Encloſeth Corke with his diuided flood ; 
And balcfull Oure, late ſtaynd with Engliſh bloud : 
With many more, whole names no tongue cantell. 
All which thatday in order ſecmely _ 1 
Did on the Thamis attend, and waited well 
To doe tkeir ducfuil ſcruice, as to them befell. 


45 
Then came the Bride,thelouing Medua came, 
Clad in aveſture of vaknowen geare, 
And vncouth faſhion, yet her well became ; 
Tharſeem'd like filuer, ſprinkled here and there 
With glittering ſpangs, that did like ſtarres appeare, 
And way'd vpon, like water Chamelot, 
To hide the metall, which yet cuery where 
Bewraydit (elfe, to lermenplainely wor, 
It was no mortal] worke, that ſcem'd and yet was not. , 


4 

Her goodly lockes alowne her backe did flowe 

Vnto her waſte, with flowres beſcattered, 

The which ambroſiall odours forth did throwe 

To all about, and all her ſhoulders ſpred 

As a new ſpring and likewiſe on her head 

A Chapelet ot ſundry flowres ſhe wore, 

From vnder which the deawy humour, ſhed, 

Did trickle downe her haire, |iketo the hore 
Congealed little drops, whuch doe the morne adore. 


47 
On her, two pretty handmaids didattend, 


The gray-eyde Dors: all which, fifty are; 
All which ſhe there on her attending had. 
Swift Proto, milde Excrats, Thets faire, 
Soft Spio, ſweet Endore, Sao fad, - 

Light Doto, wanton Glawct,and Galent gladz 


White hand Ewnica, proud Pinemend, 
Ioyaus Thalia, goodly Amphitrite, 
Louely Paſtthec kind. Exliment , 
Light foote Cymothoe, and ſweere Melite, 
EFureſt Pher»ſa, Phao lilly white, 
Wondred Agave, Poris, and Neſea, 
With Erato that doth in loue delight, 
And Panope, and wiſc Protomedes, 
And {nowy neckt Dors, and milkewhite 3 


50 
S Hippothoe, and chaſte Ate, 
gp Lifcanaſſa, and Pronealage, 


Enqgord and light Pontopores,, + 

And ſhe, thar oh her leaſt word can alſwage 
The ſurging ſeas ,when they doeſoreſtrage, 
Cymodoce, and ſtout Awutonoe, 
And Neſo, and Ejone well in age, 
And ſeeming ſtill ro ſmile, Glawconome, 

And ſhe that highrof many heſts Polynome 3 

52 

Freſh Alimeda, deckt with girlond ; 
Hyponeo, with ſalt bedeawed mn 
Laomedia, like the cryſtall ſheene; 
Liqgerd, much prayſd for wiſe beheſts ; 
And Pſamathe, for her broad ſnowy breaſts ; 
Cymo, Eupompe, and Themiſte iuſt ; 
And ſhe that yertue loues and vice deteſts, 
Exarna, and Menippttruc in traſt, ., 

And Nemertes lcarned wellto rule her luſt, 


F2 
All theſe the of oldeNerews were, ' 
Which haue the ſea in charge to them afſignde, 


Torulchis wry rags 4 1 | 
To bring forth ſtormes, or faſt ma 7} arg 
And failers ſauce from wreckes of winde. 
And yet beſides, three thouſand morethere were 


_ One cald the Theiſe, the other cald the Crane; Of th'Oceans ſecede, but Towes and Phabus kind; 
Whach on her waited, thiogs amifle to mend, The which in flouds and fountainesdocappeare, 
And both behind yp-held her { ing trainc; And all mankinde do nounſh with their waters cleare. 
Vnder the which, her feetappeared plane, 2 
Her filuerfeet, faire waſht againſt this day: The which, more cath it were for morrtall wight, 
And her before there vaſedÞ estwaine, To tell theſfands, or count theſtarres on hye, 
Both clad in colours like, and like array, Or oughtmore hard, then thinke toreckoa right. 
The Downe & cke the Frith, both which prepar'd her way. But well I wote, thattheſe which I deſcry, 
| 48 Were preſent atthis greatſolemnity : 
And after theſe the Sca Nymphs marched all, And there amongſtthe reſt, the mother was 
2 All goodly damzels, deckt with long greene hare, Of lucklefſc Marinell, Cymodoce ; 
Whom of their fire Nereides men call, Which, for my Muſe her ſelfe now tyred has, 
All which the Occans daughterto him bare; Vatoan other Cantol will ouer-paſs. 
X& 3 Canto 
vid 
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Marin, for loue of Florimell, 

In langour waſtes bys life : 
The Nymph his mother getteth her, DO 3 | 
-2#4 gines to himfor wiſe. SNAG | A 
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5 
Vnder the hanging of an hideous cliefe, 
He heard the lamentable voice of one, 
That pitiouſly complaynd her carefull griefe, 
Which neuer ſhe before diſclos'd to none, 
But to her ſelfe her ſorrowe did bemone. 
So feclingly her caſe ſhe did complaine, 
Thatruth it mouedin the rocky ſtone, 
And made it ſeemeto feele her grieuous paine, 


And oft to grone with billowes beating from the Maine. 


I 

RR Whatan endleſſe worke hane I in hand, 
NZ To countthe ſeas abundant progeny ! 

A RAS R Whole fruitfull ſeed far paſſeth thoſe in land, 
4& &' ZAC And alſo thoſe which wonneinth'azure sky. 
SE FILLS For, much morceathto tell the ſtars on hy, 

Albe they endlefle ſeeme in eſtimation, 
Then torecount theſeas poſteritie : 
So fertile bethe flouds in generation, 
So huge their numbers, and ſo numberleſſe their nation, 


Y» 
AN 
y 
Y 

/*% 


Though vaine I ſee my ſorrowes to vnfold, 

And count my cares, when none is nigh to heare; 

Yethoping, _-u may leſſen being rolde, 

I will them tell though vnto no man neare: 

For, heauen that ynto all lends equall eare, 

Is farre from hearing of my heany plight; 

And loweſt hell, ro which I lie moſt neare, 

Cares not whatcuills hap to wretched wight; 
And greedy ſeas doein the ſpoile of life delight. 
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Therefore the antique wizards well inuented, 

That Yenus of the foamy Seawas bred; 

For that the ſeas by her are moſt augmented : 

Witneſle th'exceeding fry, which there are fed, 

And wonerous fholes, which may of none be xead. 

Then blame me not, if I haue crr'd in count 

Of? gods, of Nymphs, of Riuers yet voread: 

For, though therrnumbers do much more ſurmount, 
Yertall thoſe lame were there, which carſt 1 did recount. 


7 
Yetloe, the ſeas I ſee by often beating, 


'" 
All thoſe were there, and many other more, 
Do pearcethe Rockes,and hardeſt marble weares; 


Whoſe names and nations weretoolong to tell, 


That Proters houſe they fild even to the dore; 
Yetwere they all in order, as befell, 
According their degrees, diſpoſed well. 
Amongſt the reſt, was faire Cymodoce, 

The mother of volucky Marinell, 

Who thither with her came, to learne and ſee 


The manner of the gods when they at banquet be. 


4 
But for he was halfe mortall, being bred 
OF morrall fire, though of immortall wombe, 
He might not with immortall food be fed, 
Ne with th'eternall gods to banquet come ; 
But walkt abroad, and round about did rome, 
To view the building of thatvncouth place, 
That ſcem'dvnlike vnto his earthly home : 
Where, as hetoandfro by chauncedid trace, 
There vnto him betid a diladucntrous caſe. 


But his hard rocky heartfor no entreatin 
Will yeeld ; but when my pitious plaints 
Is hardned more with my abundant teares. 
Yet though he neuerliſt to merelent, 
But let me waſte in woe my wretched yeares, 
Yetwill I'ncuer of my loucrepent, 

But joy thatfor his ſake I ſuffer priſonment. 

8 

And when my weary ghoſt with griefe out-worne, 
By timely death ſhall winncher wiſhed reſt, 
Letthen this plaint vnto his cares be borne, 
Thatblameitis to him, that armes profeſt, 
Tolether die, whom he might haue redreſt. 
Theredid ſhe pauſe, =—ee to giue place, 


heares, 


Vnto thepaſſion, that her heart oppreſt. 
Aud after ſhe had wept and wayl'd a ſpace, 
She gan afreſh ghus ro renew her wretched caſe; 


Yee 


Bu 


Yee 


UMI 


Cant. X11. 


THE FAERY QVEENE. 


® 


243 


9 
Ye gods of ſeas, if any gods atall 
uc care of right, or ruth of wretches wrong, 
By one or other way me woetull thrall 
Deliver hence out of this dungeon ſtrong, 
In which I dayly dying am too long. 
Andif ye deeme me death, for lowing one 
Thatloues not me, thendocit notprolong, 
But let me dy and end my dayes attone, 
Andlet him live valoy'd, or louc him fſelfe alone. 
10 
Butif thathfe ye vnto medecree, 
Then let mehue, as louers oughtto doe, 
And of my lifes deare Louebeloued be : 
And if hethould through pride your doom vndoe, 
Do you by dureſſe him compell thereto, 
And in this priſon put him here with me : 
Oae priſon ficreſt is to hold ys two : 
So had Irather to be thrall, then free ; 
Such thraldome or ſuch freedome let it ſurely be, 
11 
But © vaine iudgement, and conditions vaine, 
The which the priſoner points vnto the free ! 
The whiles I him condemae, and deeme hispaine, 
He where he liſt goes looſe, and laughes atme. 
So euer looſe, ſo euer happy be. 
But where ſo looſe or happy that thou art, 
Know Marinell that all = is for thee. 
With that ſhe wept and wail'd,as 1f her heart 
Would quite hauc burſt through greataboundance of her 
i2 ſmart. 
All which complaint when Marinell had heard, 
And vnderſtood the caule of all her care 
To come of him, for vſing herſo hard, 
His ſtubborne heart, that neuer felt misfare, 
Ws toucht with ſoft remorſe and pitty rare; 
Thar cuen for griefe of minde he oft did grone, 
And1nly wiſh, that in his powre it were 
Her to redreſlc : but fince Fic meanes found none, 
He could no more bur her greatmiſery bemone. 
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Thus whilſt his ſtony heart LA rouchtwith tender ruth, 

And mighty courage ala ms. 

Dame Yenws ſoune that tameth ſtubborne youth 

With iron bit, and maketh him abide, 

Till like a Vitor on his backe he ride, 

Into his mouth his mayiteriog bridle threw, 

That made him ſtoupe, till he did him beſtride: 

Then gan he make lum tread his ſteps anew, 
Andlearne to loue, by learning louerspaines to rew. 


14 
' Now gan he ip his grieued nunde deyiſe, 


How from that dungeon he might her enlarge; 
Some while he thought, by faire and humble wiſe 
To Protens (elfe to luc for her diſcharge : 
Bur then he fear'd his mothers former charge 
Gainſt womens loue, long giuen him in vaine, 
Then gan he thinke, perforce with ſword and targe 
Her forth ro fetch, and Protexs to conſtraine : 

Bur ſoone he gan ſuch folly to forthinke againe. 


— 


I 
Then did he caſt to ſteale % / "II away, | 
And with him beare, where none of her might knowe. 
Burt all in yamme : for why he found no way 
To enter in, or iflew forth belowe; 
For, all aboutthatrocke the ſea did lowe. 
And though vnto has will ſhe giuen were, 
Yetwithour ſhip or boat her thence torowe 
He wiſt not how, herthence away to beare3 
And danger well be wilt long to continue there. 
16 


Artlaſt,when as no meanes he could inuent, 

Backe to him ſelfe, he gan returne the blame , 

That was the author of herpuniſhment; 

And with vile cutſes, and reproachtull ſhame 

To damane himſelfe by cuery cuill name , 

And deeme vnworthy or of loue or life, 

That had deſpis'd ſo chaſt and faire a Dame, 

Which him had ſought through trouble and long ſtrife; 
Yet hadrefus'd a god that herbad ſoughtto wife. 


I7 

In this ſad plight he walked here and there, 

And romedround about the rocke in vaine, 

As he hadloſt him (elfe, he wiſtnot where ; 

Olt liſtening if he mote her heare againe; 

And ſtillbemoning her yaworthy paine: 

Like asan Hynde whoſe calfe is falne vawares 

Into ſome pit, where ſhe him heares complaine, 

An hundred times aboutthe pit ſide fares 
Rightſorrowfully mourniog her bereauedeazes. 


18 
And now by this, the feaſt was throughly ended, 
And euery one gan homeward to relort : 
Which ſceing, Marinellwasſore offended, 
Thar his departure thence ſhould beſo ſhort, 
Andleaue his Loue in that ſea-walledforr, 
Yetdurſt he nothis mother diſobay; 
Buther attending in full ſeemely ſort, 
Did march amongſt the many all the way : 
Andall the way did ialy mourne, like oneaſtray. 
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Being returned to his mothers bowre, 

In ſolitary filence farre from wight, 

He gaa record the lamentable ſtowre, 

In which his wretched Loue lay day and night, 

For hisdeareſake, that ill deſeryu'd that plight: + 

The thoughtwhereof empearc't his heart ſodeepe, 

Thar of no worldly thing he tooke delight ; 

Nedaily food did take, nenightly leepe, | | 
But pyn'd, & mourn'd, & languiſht, and alone did weepes 


20 

That in ſhort ſpace his wonted chearcſull hew 
Gan fade, and lively ſpirits deadedquight: 
His cheek-bones rawe, and m_ hollow grew, 
And brawny armes had loſt their knowen mught, 
That nothing like hinaſelf he ſecm'd in fight, 
Ere long, ſa weake of limbe, and ficke of Joue 
He wore, that lenger be n'ore ſtand vpright, 
But to his bed was brought, and layd aboue, 

Like ruefull ghoſt, ynable onceto ſhure or moue. 
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Which when his mother ſrwe, ſhe in her mind 

Was troubled fore, ne wiſt well what to weene. 

Ne could by ſearch nor any meanes out-find 

The ſecret cauſe and nature of his teene, 

Whereby ſhe might apply ſome medicine ; 

But, weeping day and nightdid him attend, 

And mourn'dto ſee her lofſe before hereyne : 

Which orieu'd her more, that ſhe it could not mend; 
To!ec an helpleſle euill, double gricte doth lend. 


22 
Nought could ſhe read theroote of his diſeaſe, 
Ne weene what miſter malady its, 
Whereby to feeke ſome meanes itto appeaſe. 
Moſt did ſhe thinke, but moſt ſhe thought amiſs, 
That that ſame former fatall _ of his 
Whyleare by Tryphon was not throughly healed, 
Bur cloſely he rymtrv orifice.” f 
Leaſt did ſhe thinke, that which he moſt concealed, 
That loueit was , which in his heart lay vnreueated. 


2 
Therefore to Tryphon ſhe a Sie doth haſte, 
And him doth chide as om and fraudulent, 
Thatfayld thetruſt, which ſhein him had plac't, 
To curc herſonne, as he his faith had lent : 
Who now wasfalne into new layguiſhment 
Of his old hurt, which wasnot throughtly cured. 
So backe hecame vnto her Patient; 
Where carching euery part, her well aſſured, 
That it wasno old ſore, which his new paine procured 3 
24 
But that it was ſome other malady, ic 
Or gricte ynknowne, which he could not diſcerne : 
Sa lcft he her withouten remedy. | 
Then gar. her heart to faint, and quake and yerne, 
And inly iroubled was, the truth to learne. | 
Vato himlſcltc ſhe came, and him beſought, 
Now with faire ſpeeches, now with threatnings ſterne, 
If ought lay hidden in his grieued thought, | 
It to reucale : who ſtill her anfivercd, there was ought. 


2 
Natllefle ſhereſted notlo [oiefide : 
Butleauing watry gods, as —_— nought, 
Vato the ſhiny heauen io haſte ſhe hide, 
And thence Apollo king of Leaches brought. 
Apolls came ; who loone as he had ſought 
Through his diſcaſe, did by and by out-find, 
That he did l:nguiſh of ſome inward thought, 
The which aff: ted his engrieued minde; 
Which loue he rcad to be, that leads each liuing kind. 
6 


2 
Which when he had vnto his mother told, 
She ganthereat to fret, and greatly grieue. 
And comming to her ſonne, gan firſtro ſcold, 
Andchyde at Fim , that made her misbelicue : 
But afterwards ſhe gan him ſoft to ſhrieue, 
And wooe with faire intreaty,to diſcloſe, 
Which of the Nymfhs his heartſo ſore did mieue. 
For, ſure ſhe weend it was ſome one of thoſe, 


Which he had lately (een, thatfor his Louc be choſe. 


27 
Now lefle ſhe feared that ſame fatall read, 
That warned him of womens louc beware; 
Which being meant of morrall creatures ſead, 


For loue of Nymphes ſhe thought ſhe need not care, 


But promiſt him what=cuer wight ſhe were 
Thar ſhe herlone to him would ſhortly gaine. 
So he her told : but ſoone as ſhe di4heare 
That Florimell it was,which wrought his paine, 
She gan afreſh to chafe, and gricue in cuery yainc. 
28 


Yet ſince ſheſawe the ſtreightextremitie, 
In which his life valuckily was layd, 
It was notimeto ſcan the prophecie, 
Whether old Protews truc or falſe had ſayd, 
That his decay ſhould happen by a mayd. 
Ir's late1n death of danger to aduize, 
Orlouetorbid him, that is lifedenayd: 
Butrather gan jn troubled mind deuize, 
How ſhe that Ladies libertic mightenterprize. 


2 
To Protens (elfe to ſue, ſhe thought itvaine, 

Who was the rootand worker of her woe : 
Nor vato any meaner to complaine, 
But vnto greatking Neptwneſelfe did goe, 
And on hcr knee before him falling lowe, 
Made humble ſuit vnto his maieſtie, 
To grantto herher ſonnes life, which his foe 
A cruell Tyranthad preſumptuouſly 


By wicked doom condemn'd, awretched death to die. 


20 
To whom god Neptune ſottly ſmyling, thus; 
Daughter, me ſeemes of f for tor ye plaine, 
Gaſt onethat hath both wronged you, and vs : 
For, death t'award I ween'd did appertaine 
To none, but to the ſeas ſole Soveraigne. 
Read therfore who itis, which this hath wrought, 
And for what cauſe ; the truth diſcouerplaine. 
For,neuer wight ſo cull did or thought, 


But would ſome rightfull cauſe pretende, though rightly 
(ngught. 


I 
To whom ſhe anſwerd; Then itis by name, 

Protexs, that hath ordayn'd my ſonneto die; 
For that a waift, the which by fortune came 
Vpon your ſcas, he claym'd as property ; 
And yet nor his, nor his in equitie, 
Butyours the waift by high prerogatiue. 
Therefore I humbly crauc your Maicftic, 
It to rephkcuie, and my ſonne repricue : 


So ſhall you by one gift ſaue all ys three aliue, 


2 

He graunted it : and Arcight his warrant made, 
Vader the ſea-gods ſeale autenticall, 
Commanding Protexs ſtraight —_ the mayd, 
Which wandring on hisſeas imperia 
He Jately tooke, and fithence kept as thrall. 
Which ſhe receiuing with meete thankfulneſle, 
Departed ſtraight to Protexs therewithall : 
Who, reading itwithinward loathfu'nefle, 

Was gricucd to reſtorethe pledge, be did polleſle. 


Yeg 
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Yerdurſt he not the a F withſtand, 
Bur vnto her dcliuered Florimel. 
Whom the recewwing by thelilly hand, 
Admir'd her beauty much, as ſhe mote well : 
For, ſhe all living creatures did excell ; 
And was right 1010us that ſhe gotten had 
So fuire a wife for her ſonne Marinel. 
So home with her ſhe ſtreighrt the virgin lad, 
And ſhewed herto him, then beibg (ore beſtad. 


4 
Who ſoone as he beheld dar angels face, 
Adorn'd with all diuine perfeCtion, 
His cheared heart eftſoonesaway gan chace 
Sad death, reuiucd with her fweetinſpecuon, 


=_ 


And feeble ſpiritinly felt refeftion; 
As withered weed through cruell winters tine, 
That feeles the warmth ofſunny beames refleQion, 
Lifres vp his head, that did before decline, 
And gins to ſpread his leafe beforethefaire ſunſhine. 


Right ſo him ſelfe did Marinel 
When he in place his deareſt Loue did ſpy ; 
And though his limbs could not his body beare, 
Ne former ſtrength ceturne ſo ſuddenly, 
Yer chearcfull fignes he ſhewed outwardly. 
Ne lefle was ſhe 1n ſecretheart affeted, 
Burthatſhe masked it with modeſty, 
For feare ſhe ſhould of lightneſſe be derefted; 
Which to anotherplace I leaue to beparfeQted. 


T he end of the fourth Booke-. 
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1 

I O oft as I, with ftatc of preſent time, 

SS The image of the antique world compare, 

When as mans 

; W And the firſt bloflame of faire vertue bare, 

Such oddes I finde twizt thoſe, and theſe which are, 
As that, through lang commuance of his courſe, 
Me ſcemes the world is rupac quight out of ſquare, 
From the firſt paint of his appointed ſourle, 

And being once aiſle growes duly worle and worle. 


> 
For, from the golden age, that firſt was named, 
It's now at carſt become a ſtony one; 
And men themſelues, the which at firſt were framed 
' Of earthly mould, and form'd of fleſh and bone, 
Are now transformed into hardeſt ſtone : 
Such as bchind their backes (ſo backward bred) 
Were throwne by Pyrrha and Dewcalione : 
And if then thole may any warſebered, 
They into thatere long will be degendered. 


2 
Let nonethen blame me, it in diſcipline 
Of vertue and of civill vſes lore, 
I doe notformethem to the common line 


Of preſent dayes, which are corrrupted ſore, 


was 10 his freſheſt prime, 


Butto the antique vſe, which was of yore, 

When good was onely far it ſelfe de 

And all men ſought ew owne, and noneno more; 

When Iuſtice was not for moſt meed out-h ' 
Bur ſimple Truth did raigng; and was of all admired. 


For, that which all men they: did vertuecall, 
Is now cald vice; and that which vice was hight, 
Is __ hightvertue, andfo ys'd of all: . 
Right now is wrong, and wrong that was is right, 
Asall things elſe mo changed quiphe.” 
Ne wonder ; for the heauens reuolution 
Is wandred farrefrom, where it firſt was pight, 
And ſo do make contarie conſtitution 

Of allthis lower world, toward his diſſolution. 


For, edadatubs 
And ſearch the courſes of therowling ſpheares, 
Shall find that from the point, where they firſt rooke 
Their ſetting foorth, in theſe few thouſand yeares 
They all are wandred much ; that plaine % 
For that ſame golden Ram,whuch bore 
Phrixws and Hells from their esfeares, 
Hath now forgot, where he wasplac'tof yore, 

And ſhouldred hath the Bull, which faire Ewrops bore. 
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For, during Saturnes ancient raigne, it's ſayd, 


” 6 
And cke the Bull hath with his boaw-bent horne 


Cant. 1,” 


So hardlybutred thoſe two twinnes of Toe, | 
Thatthey haue cruſhtthe Crab, and quite him borne 
Into the great Nemean lions groue. 

So now all range, anddo at randon roue 

Our of their proper places farre away, 

'And all this world with them anuſle do moue, 

And all his creatures from their courſe aſtraie, 


Thar allthe world with goodnefle did abound : 

All loued vertue, no man was affrayd 

Of force, nefraudin wight was to be found : 

No warre was knowne, oo dreadfulll trumpets ſound, 
Peace vniuerſall raignd mongſt menand beaſts, 
Andall things freely grew outof the ground : 

Tuftice ſate bigh ador d with ſolemneteaſts, 


Till they arriuc at their laſt ruinous decay. And toall peopledid diuide her drad beheaſts ; 


7 I0 
Ne is that ſame great glorious lamp of lght, Moſtſacred vertue ſhe of all thereſt, 


That doth enjumineallthelc lefferfyres, 

In better caſe, nekeepes his courſe more right, 
Bur is miſcarried with the other Spheres. 

For, fincethetearm of fourteenc hundred yeares 
Thatlearned Prolomee his height didtake, 

Heis declined from that marke of theirs, 


Reſembling God in his imperaall might; 
Whoſe ſoucragne powre is herein molt expreſt, 
That both to good and bad he dealcth right, 
Andall his workes with iuſtice hath bedicht. 
Thatpowre he alſo doth to Princes lend, 


And makes them like himfelfe in glorious ſight, 


To fit in his owneſeat, his cauſe to end, 


Nigh thirty minutes, to the Southerne lake; 
And rule his peopleright, as he dothrecommend. 


That makes mefeare in time he will vs quite forſake. 
8 


11 
Drad ſoucraigne goddefle, that doeſt higheſt fir 
In (cate of wdgement, in ch'Almighties ſtead, 
And with magnificke might and wondrous wit 
Doeſt ro thy people righteous doome arcad, 
That turtheſt Nations filles with awetull dread, 
Pardon the boldnelle of thy baſcſt thrall, 
That dare diſcourſe of fo dine a read, 
As thy greatiuſticeprayſed oucr all; 
The inſtrument whereof loe here thy Artbegall. 


Andif tothoſe Xgyptian wiſards old, 
Whichin Star-read were wont haue beſt inſight, 
Faith may be giuen, itis by them told, 
Thatfincethe timethey firſtrooke the Sunnes hight, 
Fouretimes his place he ſhifted hathio fighr, 
And twice hath riſen, where henow doth Weſt, 
And weſted twice, where he ought ri{c aright. 
But moſt is Mars amille of all the reſt, 

And nextto himold Saturne, that was wont be beſt. 
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Arthegall trayn'd in Iuſtice lore- 
|. Jrenaes queſt purſewed: 
He doth auenge on Sanglier 
His Ladies bloud embrewed. 
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I 2 
J Hough vertue then were held in higheſt price, Such firſt was Bacchus, thatwith furious might 
In thoſe old rimies, of which I doe cntreat, All th'Eaſt, before vntam'd, did oucrronne, 
© Yetthenlikewile the wicked ſeed of vice And wrong repreſicd , and eſtabliſhrright, 
Bey Y8 Began to ſpring; which ſhortly grew fallpreat, = Which lawelelſe men had formerly fordonne. 
Andwith their boughes the gentle plants id beat. There luſtice firſt her princely rule begonne. 
But euertnore ſome of the yertuous race Next,Hercules his like enſample ſhewed, 
Roſe vp, inſpired with herbickc hear, Who all the Weſt with equall conqueſt wonne, 
That croptthebtanches of the fiem baſe, And monſtrous tyrants with his club ſubdewed 
And with ſtrong hand their fruitfull ranknes did deface. The club of Iuſtice drad, with kingly powre endewed, 
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And ſuch was he, of ahaad havetotell, 

The Champion of true Tuſtice, Arthegal. 

Whom (as ye lately mote remember well) 

An hard aducorure, which did then befall, 

Into redoubted perill forth did call ; 

That was, to ſuccour a diſtrefled Dame, 

Whom a ſtrong tyrant did vouuſtly thrall, 

And trom the heritage, which ſhe did clame, 

Did with ſtrong hand withhold : Grantorto was his name. 


4 
Wherefore the Lady, which Irena hight, 
 DidtotheFacry Queene her way addreſle; 
Towhom complayning her afth&ted phghr, 
She her beſought of graciops redrefle. 
That ſoueraigne Queene, that mighty Empereſle, 
Whoſe glorie1s to ayde all ſuppliants pore, 
And of weake Princes to be Patroneſle, 
Choſe Arthegall to right her to reſtore ; 
For that to her he {cem'd belt skild in righteous lore. 


5 
For, Arthegall in iuſticewas vpbrought 
Fucn from the cradle of his infuncie, 
And all the depth of righttull doome was taught 
By faire Aftrea, with great induſtry, 
Whil'ſt here on earth the lived mortally. 
For, till the world from his perfeCtion of 
Into all filth and foule iniquity, 
Aſtreahere mongſt earthly. men did dwell, 
And in tkerules of wſtice them inſtructed well. 


' 6 
Whules through the world ſhe walkedin this ſort, 


Vpon a day ſhe found this gentle chile, 
Amongſthis peeres playing his childiſh ſport : 
Whom leting tir, and with no crime dehilde, 

She did allure with giftes and ſpecches mulde, 

To wend with her. So thence him furre ſhe brought 
Into a caue from company exilde, 

In which ſhe nourſled him, till yeares he raught, 
And all the diſcipline of juſtice there him taught. 


7 
There ſhe him taughtto wergh both right and wrong 
In equall ballance with duerecompence, 
And equity to meaſure out along, 
According to the line of conſcience, 
When ſo it needs with rigour to diſpence. 
Of all the which, for want there of mankitid, 
She cauſcd him to make experience 
Vpon wyld beaſts, which ſhe in woods did find, 
With wrongfull powre oppreſling others of thar kind. 
8 


Thus ſhe him trayned, and thus ſhe him tanght, 

In all the skill of deeming wrong and right, 
Vnuill the ripenefle of mans yeares he raught; 
That eucn wilde beaſts did feare his awefull fight, 
And men admyr'd his ouer-rulin =_ ; 
Ne any lir'd on ground, that durit wi | 
His dreadful! heaſt, much lefle him march in fight, 
Or bide the horror of his wreakfull hand, 

When-ſo he liſt in wrarh lift yp his ſtecly brand. 


UMI 


Which ſteely brand, to mall him dradded more, 

She gaue vnto him, gotten by her ſlight 

And carneſt ſearch, where it was kept in ſtore 

In Iowes erernall houſe, vowiſt of wight, 

Since he himfelte it vs'd in thatgrear fight 

Againſt the Titans, that whylome ed 

Gainſt higheſt heaven; Chryſzor it was hight; 

Chryſaor, that all other words excelled, 
Weil proy'din that ſame day,when Jowethoſe Gyants 


10 
For, of moſt perfetmetall it was made, 
Tempred with Adamant amongſt the ſame, 
And garniſhr all with gold ypoathe blade 
In goodly wiſc, whereof ittooke his name, 
And was of no leſs yertue, thenof fame. 
For, there no ſubſtance was ſo firm and hard, 
But it would picrce or cleaue, where-ſo it came; 
Ne any armour could his dint outward, 
Bur whereſocucr it did light, it throughly ſhar'd. 
'S 


Now, when the world with ſinne gan to abound, 
Aſtrea loathing lenger here to ſpace 
Mongſt wicked men, in whom no truth ſhe found, 
Return'd to heauen; whence ſhederiv'd herrace 3 
Where ſhe hath now an cucrlaſting place; - 
Mongſt thoſe twelue fignes, which nightly wedoe ſee 
The heauens bright-ſhuning baudrike to enchace ; 
And is the Yirgin, ſixt in her degree: 


And next her (elfe, her rightcous ballance hanging bee. 


12 

But when ſhe parted hence, ſhe left her groome 

An yron man, which did on her attend 

Always, to execute her ſtedfaſt doome, 

And willed him with Arthegell to wend, 

And do what euerthing he didintend. 

His name was Talus, made of yron mould, 

Immoueable, refiſtleſſe, without end; | 

Who, in his hand, an yron flaile did holde, | 
With which he threſht our falſhood, & did truth vnfolde. 


1 

He now went with him in hivane inqueſt, 

Him forto aide, if aide he chaunc'tto need, 

ainſt that cruell Tyrant, which oppreſt 

The faire Irene with his foule mildeed, 

_ kept the Crowne ” which _ ——_—_— 

And now together ontheir way t in 

When as they ſawe a Squire in ſquallid weed, 

Lamenting fore his ſorrowfull(ad nne, | 
With many bitter teares ſhed from his blubbred eyne. 


14 
To whom as they approached, they elpide 
A ſory fight, as cuer ſcene with eye3 
An headleſle Ladie lying him belide, 
In her ownebloud all wallow'd _— 
That her gay clothes did ih diſcolour di 
Much was he moucd at that rucfull fight ; 
And flam'd with zeale of vengeance inwardly + 
He askt, who had that Dame (o fouly dight ; 
Or whether his owne hand, or wherher other wight ? 


led. 


Ah! 
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I5 
Ah! woe is me,and weal-away ,quoth he, 
Burſting forthteares, likeſprings outof a bank, 
ThateuerlT this diſmall day didſee : 
Full farre was I from thinking ſuch apranke; 
Yerlittle lofſe it were, and micklethanke, 
If I ſhould grant that I haue doen the ſame, 
That Imotedrink the cup, whereof ſhe dranke : 
But that I ſhould dy guilty of the blame, 
. The which another did,who now is fled with ſhame. 
6 


I 
Who was it then, ſayd Arthegall, thatwrought? 

And why? doe it declare vnto metrew. 

A knight, ſayd he, if knight he may be thought, 

That did his hand in Ladies bloud imbrew, 

And for no cauſe, butas I ſhall you ſhew. 

This dayas I in ſolace fate hereby 

With afairc Louc, whole lofſe I now do rew, 

Therecamethis knight, hauing in company : 
This lucklefſe Lady, which now here doth headlelclic. 

I 


7 
He, whether mineſeem'd fayrerin his eye, 
Or thathe wexed weary of his owne, 
Would ewith me; bur I did itdeny : 
So did the Ladies both as may be knowen, 
But he, whoſe ſpirit was with pride vp-blowne, 
Would not ſoreſt contented with his right, 
But hauing from his courſer her downe-throwne- 
| Fro mereftmine away by lawlefle might, 
And on his ſteed herſet, to beare her our of ſight. 


18 
Which when his Lady ſawe, ſhe follow'd faſt, 
And on him catching holde, gan loud to crie 
Not ſo to leauc her, nor away to caſt, 
But rathcr of his hand beſoughtto die. 
With that, his {word he drew all wratbfully, 
And at one ſtroke cropt off her head with ſcore, 
In that ſame place, whereas itnow doth lie, 
So he my loue away with him hath boine, 
And left me here, both his & mine owne Loue to mourne. 


19 

Aread, ſayd he, which way then did he make? 

And by what markes may he be knowne agane ? 

To hope, quoth he, him ſooneto ouertake, 

That hence ſo long departed, is butvaine : 

But yet hepricked ouer yonder Plaine ; 

And as I marked, bore vpon his ſhueld, 

By which its eafic him to knowe agaive, 

A broken ſword within a bloody field ; 
Exprefling well his nature whichthe ſame did wield. 


20 

No ſooner ſayd, but ſtraight he after ſent 

His yron page, who him purſew'd ſo light, 

As that 1 ſcem'd aboue the ground he went: 

For, he was {wift as {wallow 10 ber flight, 

And ſtrong as Lion 1n his lordly might. 

It was not long, before be ouertooke 

Sir Sanglier; (fo cleeped was that Knight) 

Whom at the firſt he gheſled by his looke, 
And by the other markes, which of his ſhicld ke took. 


Et 
— 


21 

He bade him ſtay, and backe with him retire; 

Who full of ſcorneto be commanded lo, 

The Lady to alight dideftrequire, 

Whilſt he reformed that vaciwill foe : 

And ſtreight at him with all his force did goe. 

Who moy'd no more therewith, then when a rocke 

Is bghtly ſtricken with ſome ſtones throwe; 

Burtto him leaping, lenthim ſuch a knocke, 
That onthe ground he layd him like aſenſeleſs blocke. 


22 
But ere he could him ſelfe recure againe, 
Him in his Iron pawe heſcized [aa ; 
That when he wak't out of his wareleſſe paine, 
He fonnd him ſelfe vnwiſt, ſo ill beſtad, 
Thatlim he could not wag. Thence he him lad, 
Bound like a beaſt appointedto the ſtall : 
The ſight whereof the Lady fore adrad, 
And fayn'd to fly for feare of being thrall; 
But he her quickly ſtayd, and forc*tto wend withall. 
2 


When to the placeth Jie. , where Arthegall 
By that = _ Squiredid then abide, 
c an him to demaund of all, 
The didbwixr him and thatSquire beride. 
Who with ſterne countenance and _—_— pride 
Did aunſwere, that of all he guiltleſle ſtood 
And his accuſer thereupon defide : 
For, neyther he did ſhed that Ladies bloud, 
Nor tooke away his Loue, but his owne proper good. 
2 


Well did the Squire perceiue him ſelfe too weake, 
To anſwere his defiance in the field, 
Andrather choſc his challenge off to breake, 
Then to approue hisright with ſpeare and ſhield. 
Andrather guilty choſe himſelfe to yield, 
But Arthegall by ſignespercciuing plaine, 
That het was not, whichthat L id, 
But that ſtrange Knight, the fairer fon to gaine, 
Did caſt about by fleight the truth thereout to ſtraine 3 


2 
And ſayd, Now ſure this Joubtfull cauſes righe 
Can hardly but by Sacrament be tride, 
Or elſcby ordele, or by bloody fight; 
Thatill perhaps motefall to cither fide. 
But if yepleaſc, that I your cauſe decide, 
Perhaps I may all farther quarell end, 
So ye will ſweare my iudgementto abide. 
Thereto they both did frankly condiſcend, 
And to his doome with liſtfull cares did both attend. 
26 
Sith then, ſayd he, ye both the dead deny, 
And both theliuing Lady claimeyour right , 
Let both the dead and living equally 
Diuided be betwixt you herein fight, 
Andeach of either take his ſhare aright. 
But looke who does diſſent from this my read, 
He for a twelue moneths day ſhall indelpighr 
Bearefor his penance thatſame Ladies head; 
To witneſle to the world, that ſhe by him his dead. 
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2 
VVell pleaſed with that t—_ was Sangliere, 
And offred ſtraight the Lady to be ſlune, 
But that ſame Squire, to whom ſhe was more dere, 
When as he fawe ſhe ſhould be cutin twaine, 
Did yield, ſhe rather ſhould with him remaiue 
Aliue, then to himſclfe be ſhared dead : 
And rather then his Loue ſhould ſuffer paine, 
He chole with ſhameto bearethat Ladies head. 
Truc louc deſpileth ſhame, when life is cald in dread. 


28 
Whom when fo willn Arthegall perceaued ; 
Notſo thou Squire, he ſaid, but thine I deeme 


Thehuin Lady, which from thee he reaued: 

For, worthy thou of her dooſt rightly ſeeme. 

And you, fir Knight, thatloueſolighteſteeme, 

As that ye would for little leaue the ſame, 

Take here your owne, that doth you beſt beſeeme, 
And with it bcare the burden of defame ; 

Your owne dead Ladies head, to tell abroad your ſhame. 
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2 

But Sanzliere diſdained mack his doome, 

And iternly gan repine at his beheaſt 3 

Ne would for ought obey, as did become, 

To beare that Ladies head before his breaſt. 

Varill that Talws had his pride repreſt, 

And forced him, maulgre, it vpto reare. 

Who, when he law it bootlefle to refiſt, 

He tooke it vp, and thence with him did beare; 
As rated Spaniell takes his burden vp for fear. 


© 

Much did that Squire Sir Archegal adore, 

For his greatiuſtice, held in high regard; 

And (as his Squire) him offred cuermore 

To f(crue, for want of other meet reward, 

And wend with him on his adventure bard. 

Bur he thereto would by no meanes conſent; 

Bur leauing him, forth on his journey far'd : 

Ne wightwith him but onely Talws went; | 
They two enough t'cacounter an whole Regiment. 
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CArthegall heares of Florimell, 
does with the Pagan fight : 

Him ſlaies, 4rownes Lady Momera, 
does raſe her Caitle quight. 
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I Ouvhtis more honorable to a Knight, 

Ne better doth beſeeme braue cheualry, 
1 Then to defend the feeble in their right, 
ER V 4 And wrongredreſſeinſuch as wend awry. 

JT] Whilome thoſe great Heres gor thereby 

TAS VThor greateſt plory,for ther nghtful deeds, 
And place deſerued with the Gods on hie. 
Hetein the nobleſle of this knight exceedes, 
ho now to perils great for iuſtice ſake proceeds. 

2 


To which as hee now was vpon the way, 

He chaunc't to meet a Dwarfe in haſty courſe; 
Whom herequir'd his forward haſte to ſtay, 

Till he of ryd1ngs mote with him diſcourſe. 

Loth was the Dwarfe, yet did he ſtay perforce, 
And gan of ſundry newes his ſtoreto tell, 

As to his memory they hadrecourſe : 

But chicfely of the faireſt Florimell, 

and How ſhe was found againc, and ſpouſde to Marinel.. 
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For, this was Dony,Blorimets owne Dwarfe ; 
Whom hauing loſt (as ye hauc heard whyleare) 
And finding in the way the {cattred ſcarf, 
The fortune of her life long time didfeare. 
But, of her health when Arthegal did heare, 
And ſafe returne, he was full = glad; 
And askthim where, and when her bridale cheare 
Should beſolemnis'd : for, if tmehe had, 
He would bethere, and honour to beripouſall ad. 


4 
Within three dayes, quoth hee, as I do heare, 
It will be at the Cattle of the Strond; 
Whatrime, if nought me let, I will bethere 
To doe her feruice, ſoas Iam bond. 
Burin my way alittle here beyond, 
A curſed cruell Sarazin doth wonne, 


Thatk a Bridges paſlage by ſtro hond, 
And many entadd iohts hath there Cans, 
Y. 
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V Vhat miſter wight, quoth he, and how farhence 
Is he, that doth to trauellers ſuch harmes 2 
He is, ſaid he, a man of great defence ; 
Expert in batrell and in deedes of armes ; 
And moreemboldned by the wicked charmes, 
With which his daughter doth him ſtill ſupport; 
Hauing great Lordſhips got and goodly farmes, 
Through ſtrong oppreſſion of has powre extort; 

By which he ſtill them holds, & keepes with ſtrong effort. 
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Anddalyhec his —_ encreaſeth more: 
For, neuer wight he lets to paſſe that way, 
Ouer his Bridge, albec he rich or poore, 
But he him makes his paſſage-penny pay : 
Elſe he doth hold him back, or beat away. 
Thereto he hath a groome of cull guize, 
Whoſe ſcalp 15 bare, that bondage doth bewray, 
Which pols and pils the poore in pitious wilc ; 
But he himſclfe vpon the rich doth ryranmize. 


7 
His name is hight Pollente, rightly ſo 
For that he 15 ſo puillant and ftrong, 
That with his powre he all doth ouer-go, 
And makes them ſubicQ to his mighty wrong 
And ſomcby fleight he cke doth vnderfong. 
For, on a bridge F- cuſtometh to fight, 
Which is but narrow, but exceeding long 3 
And inthe ſame are many trap-fals pight,, (fight. 
Through which the rider downe doth fa through oucr- 
8 


And vnderneath the ſame ariuer flowes, 
That is both (wift and dangerous deepe withall ; 
Into the which whom-ſo he ouer=throwes, 
All deſtitute ofhelpe, doth headlong fall : 
But he himiſclfe, rough praGtilevſuall, 
Leapes forth into the flood, and there afſaies 
His foe, confulcd through his ſuddaine fall, 
That horſe and man he cqually diſmaies, 
$nd eyther both them drownes, or traytcrouſly flaies. 


9 
Then doth he take the ſpoyle of themat will, 
Andto his daughter brings, that dwels thereby : 
Whoall that comes doth take, and there-with fill 
The coffers other wicked threalury ; 
Which ſhe with wrongs hath heaped vp ſo by, 
That many Princes ſhe in wealth exceeds, 
Andpurchaſt allthe countrey lyiog oy 
With the reuenew of herplentious mceedes3 
Her name is Munera, agreeing with her deedes. 
10 
There-to ſhee is full fare, and rich attired, 
With golden hands and filuer fecerte beſide, 
That many Lords hauc her to wife deſired ; 
But ſhe them all deſpiſeth for greatpride. 
Now by my life, ſaid he, and God to guide, 
None other way will I this day bertake, 
But by that Bridge, where-as he doth abide : 
Therefore me thither lead. No more he ſpake, 
But thitherward forth-right his ready way did make. 


It 
Vatotheplacehe came within awhule, 
Where on the Bridgeheready armed ſaw 
The Sarazin, awayting for ſome ſpoile. 
Who as they to con an to draw, 
A — to them came with (cull all raw, 
T e-money did of them require, 
foal rms to the md of their hy, 
Towhom he aunſwerd wroth, lo, there thy hire; 
And with that word him ſtrooke,tharſtreight he did expire, 


12 
Which, when the Pagan ſaw, he wexedwroth, 
And ſtraighthimlelfe varo the fight addreſt 
Ne was Sir Arthegall behind: ſo both 
Togetherran withready ſpeares inreſt. 
Right in the midſt, where-as they breſt to breſt 
Should meet, a trap was lettendowne to fall 
Into the flood : ſtraight leapt the Carle vablelt, 
Well weening that his foe was falne withall : 
But he was well aware, andleapt before his fall, 


I 

There —_ both together in the floud, 

They each at other tyrannouſly flew; 

Ne ought the water cooled theirhotbloud, 

But rather in them kindled choler new. 

But there the Paynim, whothat vic well knew 

To fightin water, great advanta ge had, 

Thatofren-times Lim nigh hc overthrew : 

Aud eke the courſcr,where-vpon he rad, 
Could {wim like to a fiſh, whiles he his back beſirad, 

I 

Which oddes when as Sir b—. al eſpide, 

He ſaw no way, but clole with him in haſte ; 

Andto himdriuing ſtrongly downe the tide, 

Vpon his iron coller griped faſt, 

That with the ſtraint, his weſand nigh he braſt. 

There they together ſtrouc and ſtruggled long, 

Either the other from his ſteed to calt, 

Ne euer Arthegall his griple ſtrong 
For any thing would lack, bur ſtill ypon him hong. 


I 
As whena Dolphin and a Sell are met, 
Inthe wide champian of the Ocean Plaine, 
With cruel! chaute their courages they whet, 
The maiſterdome of each by = ro gaine, 
And dreadful] battaile twixt them do darraine : 
They ſnuf, they ſnort,they bounce, they rage,they rore, 
That all rhe ſea (diſturbed with their traince) 
Doth frie with forme aboue the ſurges hore: 
Such was betwixt thele two the troubleſome vprore. 
16 
So Artbegall,atlength, him forc't forſake 
His horſes back, for dread of becing drownd, 
And to lus handy ſwimming him betake. 
Efrſoones himſelfe he Fronthis hold vabound, 
And then no ods at all in him he found: 
For, Arthegall in ſwimming skilfull was, 
- Anddurſtthe depth of any water ſound. 
So oughteach Knight, thatvſe ofperill has, 
In ſwimming be expert, through waters force $0 ph 
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Then very doubtfull was the warres cucnt, 
Vaocertaine whether had the better fide: 
For, both were skild in that experiment, 
And both in armes well traind and throughly tride. 
But Arthegall was better breath'd beſide, 
And towards th'end, grew greaterin his might, 
That his faint foe no GR could abide 
Hispuiſſance, ne bearc himlelfe vp-right, 
Butfromthe water to the land betooke hus flight. 
18 


But Arthegalf purſew'd him till ſo neare, 
With bright Chryſaor in his cruell hand, 
That as his head hegan a little reare 
Abouethe brinke, to tread vpon the land, 
He ſmote it off, that tumbling on the ſtrand, 
It bit the carth for very fell delpight, 
And gnaſhed with his teeth, as it he band 
High God, whoſe goodnefle he deſpaired quight, 
Or curſt the hand, which did that vengeance on hum dight. 
I 
His corps was carried Fi." the Lee, 
Whoſe waters with his filthy bloud it ſtained : 
But his blaſphemous head, thatall might ſee, 
Hepitcht vpon apole on high ordained; 
VVhere many yeeres it afterwards remained, 
To bea mirror to all mighty men, 
In whoſe right hands great power is contained, 
That none of them the feeble over-ren, 
But alwaies doc their powre within iuſt compalle pen. 


20 
That done, vnto the Caſtle he did wend, 
In which the Paynims daughter did abide, 
Guarded of many which did her defend : 
Of whom he entrance ſought, but was denide, 
And with reprochefull blaſphemy defide, 
Beaten with ſtones downe | the batulment, 
That he was forced to with-draw aſide; 
And bade his ſcruaunt T «ls to inuent 
Which way he enter might, without endangerment. 


21 
Eftſoones his Page drew to the Caſtle gate, 
And with his iron flale atitler fly, 
That all the Warders it did ſoreamate, 
The which ere-while ſpake ſo reprochefully, 
And madethem ſtoupe, that looked earlt ſo hie. 
Yer ſtill he ber, and bounſtvpon the dore, 
And thundred ſtrokes thereon ſo hideoully, 
That all the peece he ſhaked from the flore, 
And filled all the houſe with feare and great vp-rore. 


22 
With noiſe whereof, the Lady forth appeared 

Vpon the Caſtle wall; and when ſhe ſaw 

The dangerous ſtate in which ſhe ſtood, ſhe feared 

The (ad cffe of her neere overthrowe ; 

And gan intreat that iron man belowe, 

To ceaſe his out-rage, and him faire beſought, 

Sith neither force of ſtones which they did throwe, 

Nor powre of charmes, which ſhe againſt him wrought, 
Might otherwiſe preuaile, or make him ccalefor ought. 


2 
But, when as yet ſhee ſaw hica to proceed, 
Vnmoou'd with prayers, or with pittious thought, 
She meant him to corrupt with goodly meed ; 
And caus'd great ſacks, with endleſle riches fraught, 
Vato the bartilmentto be vp-brought, 
And powred forth oyerthe Caſtle wall, 
Thar ſhe might win ſome time (though dearly bought) 
Whul'ſt heto gathering of the gold did fall. 
But he was nothing moou'd, nor tempted tthere-withall ; 


24 
But ſtill continu'd his afſault the more, 
And layd on load with his huge ironflule, 
That at the length he has yrentthe dore, 
And made way for his maiſterto aflaile. 
VVho beeing entred, noughtdid then auaile 
For wight, againſt his powre themlelues to reare: 
Each one did flic; theur barts began to faile, 
And hid themſelues ia corners here and there ; 
And cketheir dame, halfe dead, did hide her ſelfe forfeare, 


25 

Long they her ſought, yet no where could they fiad her, 
That y An they —_—_ ſhe was eſcap't wy 
But T als, that could like a lme-houndwind her, 
Andall things ſecret wiſely could bewray, 
At length found out, where as ſhee biddenlay 
Vander an heapeof gold, Thence he herdrew 
By thefaire locks, and foully did array, 
Withouten pitty of her goodly hew, 

That Arthegall himſclfe. her ſeercleſle plight did rew. 
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Yet for no pitty would be change the courſe 

Of Tuſtive,which iD Talus hand did lye ; 

Who rudely hal'd her forth without remorſe, 

Still holding vp her ſuppliant hands on hic, 

And kneeling at his feet ſubmiſſuely. 

But he her ſuppliant hands, thoſe hands of gold, 

And cke her feet, thaſe feet of filuer 

(Which ſought vnrighteouſnefle, nd inflice fold) 
Chopt off; and nayld oo high, that all might them behold. 


27 
Her ſelfe then tooke he by the ſlender waſte, 
In vaine loude crying, and into the flood. - 
Ouer the Caſtle Soon her caſt, 
And there her drownedinthe durty mud: 
But the ſtreame waſht away her gulry blood. 
Thereafter, all that mucky pelfe he tooke, 
The ſpoyle of peoples euill gotten good, 
The which her farc had fcrap't by hooke and crooke, 
And burning all to aſhes, poar'd it downethe brooke. 
28 


Andlaſtly, allthat Caſtle quite herafed,' 
Euen from the (ole of his foundation, 
And all the hewen ſtones thereof defaced, 
That there mote beno hope of reparation, 
Allwhich wk. a Tam benugh od kly had peeformes 
which when Talss _ 
Sir Arthezall yndid the euillfaſhion, + 
And wicked cuſtomes of that Bridgercfourmed. 
Which done, vnto his former iourney he retourned. , 2 
) & * 
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In which they meaſur'd mickiew way, 
Till that at length nighto the ſeathey ; ff z 

By which as they didtrauell on a day, 

They ſaw before them, far as they could view, 

——— athered in acrew 

Whoſe great aſſembly they did much admire, 

For, neuertherethe like reſort they knew. 

So towardsthem they coaſted, to enquire 
Wharthiog ſo many nations met, did there defire. 


) 
There they beheld ami hey Giantſtand 
Vponarock, and holding forth on hic 
An huge great paire launce in his hand, 
_ With which he edin his ſurquedry, 
T hat all the world he would weigh equally, 
If ought he had the ſame to counterpoys. 
For want whereof, he wei vanity, 
And fild his ballaunce full of idle toyes : 
Yertwas admired much offooles, women, and boyes. 


I 
He (aid, that he would all FA earth yp-take, 
And all theſca, diuided cach from either : 
So would he of the fire one ballaunce make, 
And one of th'ayre, without or wind, or weather : 
Then would he ballaunce heauen and hell together, 
And allthatdid withinthem all containe; 
Of all whoſe weight, he would not mifle a feather. 
Andlooke what ſurplus did of each remaine, 
He wouldto his owne partreftore the ſame againe. 


32 
For why, he (aid; they all vnequall were, 
And had ache ypon others ſhare ; 
Like as the ſea (whichplaine he ſhewed there) 
Had wornethe earth : ſo did thefire the ayre; 
So all thereſt did others parts empaire. 
And ſo were Realmes and Nations run awry. ©" 
All which he vndertookefor to repaire, 
In ſort as they were formed aunciently ; 3 
And all things would reduce vnto equaluy, 


Therefore the vulgar did FP L3 him flock, 
And cluſter thick vnto his leafings vaine ; 
Like fooliſh flies about an hony crock, 
In hope by him great benefire topaine, 
And vncontrolled freedome to obtaine. 
All which, when Arthegall did fee, and heare, 
How he misled the ſimple peoples traine, 
In ſdeignfull wiſe he drew vnto him neare, 
And thus vnto him ſpake,withoutregard or feare; 
4 
Thou that preſum'ſtro wi the world anew, 
Andall ings to an cquallto reſtore, 
In ſtead of right, meſeemes greatwrong dooſt ſhew, 
And far aboucthy forces pitch to ſore. . 
For, cre thou limit what is lefle or more 
In cuery thing, thou oughteſt firſt to knowe, 
What was the poyle of euerypart of yore: 
And lookethen how much it doth over-flowe, 
Or faile thereof, fo much is more then iuſtto trowe.. . 
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5 
For, atthe firſt, they all 1 were 
In goodly mcaſure, by their Makers might; 
And weighed ourt in ballaunces lo nere, 
Thatnot adram was miſling of their righe. 
The earth was in the middle centre pight, 
In whichitdoth immouecable abide, 
Hemd in with waters, like a wall in fight; 
And they with ayre, that not adrop canſlide : 
All which | heaucnscontaine, & in their courſes guide, 


Such heauenly iuſtice doth 2mong them raine, 
That euery onedoe knowe their certuine bound, 
In whichthey doe theſe many yeares remaine ; 
And mongſt them all no change hath yer been found. 
Butif thou now ſhould'ft weigh them new in pound, 
We are not ſure they would ſo long remaine : 
All change is perillous, and all chaunce vnſound. 
Therefore leaue off to weigh them all againe, 

Till we may be aflur'd they ſhalltheir courle retaine. 


7 
Thou fooliſh Elfe, ſaid FE. the Giantwroth, 
Sceſt not how badly all things preſent bee, 
And each eſtate quite out of order go'th ? 
The ſcaitſelfe dooſt thou notplainely ſee 
— the land there vnder thee; 
And th' itſelfe how dailyit's increaſt, 
By all that dying toit turned bee ? 
Were it not good that wrong were then ſurceaſt, 


And fromthe moſt, that ſome were giucn tothe leaſt ? 
8 


Therefore, I will throwe PL thoſe Mountaines hic, 
And make them leuell with the lowely Plaine : 
Theſe towring rocks, which reach vnto the skicg 
I will thruſt downe into the deepeſt Maine, 

And as they were, them equalize againe. 
Tyrants that make menſubicro their law, 

I will ſuppreſle, that they no more may raigne; 
And Lordings cutbe, thatcommons over-aw ; 


And all the wealth of rich men, to the poorewill draw. 


Of things vnſeene how canſtthou deeme aright, © 
Then anſwered the righteous Arthegall, 
Sith thou miſdeem'ſt ſo much of things in fight? 
What though the ſea with waues continuall 
Doe eate the earth, it is no more at all : 
Neis the earth the lefle, or loleth ought; 
For, whatſocuer from oneplace doth fall, 
Is with the tide vnto another brought : 
For, there 1s nothing loſt, that may be found, if ſought. 
) 


4 

Likewiſe, the earth is not augmented more, 
By all that dying into it doe fade. 
For, of the carth they formed were of yore; 
How-cuer gay their blofſome or their blade 
Doe flourith now, they into duſt ſhall vade. 
What wrong then 1s it, if that when they die, 
They carne to that whereof they firſt were made ? 
All inthe powre of their great Maker lie: 

All creatures muſt obey the voyce of the moſt Hie. 


They 
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They liue, they die, like as he doth ordaine, 

Ne cuer any asketh reaſon why. 

The hi's doe not the lowely dales difdaine 3 

The d.les doe not the lofty hils envy. 

He maketh Kings to fitintouerainty ; 

He maketh ſubiects to their powre obay3 

He pullcth downe, he tetterh vp on ie 3 

He g1ues to this, from that he takes away 3 
For, all wee hauc is his : what he liſt doe, he may. 


42 

What-cuer thing is done,by him is donne, 

Ne any may his mighty will with-ſtand; 

Ne any may his ſoucraine power ſhonne, 

Ne loote that he hath bound with ſtedfaſt band. 

In vaine therefore dooſt thou now take in hand, 

To call ro count, or weigh his workes anew, 

Whoſe counſcls depth thou canſt not vnderſtand, 

Sith of things ſubic Ct to thy daily view 
Thou dooſt not knowe the cauſes,nor their courſes dew. 


43 
For, take thy ballaunce (if thou beſo wile) 
And weigh the wind that vnder heauen doth blowe;z 
Or weigh the light, thatin the Eaſt doth nſec; 


Or weigh thethought, that fr6 mans mind doth flowe: 


But, if the weight of theſe thou canſt not ſhowe, 
Weigh bur one word which from thy lips doth fall. 
For, how canſt thou thoſe greater ſecrets knowe, 
That dooſt not knowe the leaſt thing of them all ? 
Ill can hc rule the great,that cannot reach the ſmall, 


44 

There-with the Giant much abaſhedfaid, 

That he of lictle things made reckoning light ; 

Yer the 1:a(t word that euercould belayd 

Within his ballaunce, he could wegharight. 

Which 15, {aid he, more hzauy then in weight, 

Theright or wrong, the falle orelſe thetrew ? 

He 2n{wred, that he would try it ſtraight. 

So he the words 1nto his ballaunce threw: 
But ſtraight the winged words out of lis ballaunce flew. 


Wrowh wext he then, and fwd , that words were light, 
Ne would within his ballaunce well abide. 
But he could iuſtly weigh the wrong orright. 
Well then, ſaid Arthegall, let it be ride. 
Firſt in one ballaunce let the true afide. 
He did (o firſt, and then thefulſe he laid 
In th'other (cale ; bur ſtill it downe did fide, 
And by no meane could io the weight be ſtaid. 
For, by no meanes the falſe will with the truth be way'd. 


46 
Now take the rightlikewiſe, ſaid Arthegale, 
Ani counterpeiſe the ſame with ſo much wrong. 
So firſt the right heput into oneſcale; 
And then the Giant ſtroue with puiffance ſtrong 
To fill the other ſcale with ſo much wrong. 
Bur ail the wrongs that he therein could hy, 
Might not it peiſe; yet did helabour long, 
And ſwat, and chauft, and proued euery way : 
Yer all the wrongs could nota little right downelay, 


47 | 
V Vhich when he ſaw, hegreatly grew in rage, 
And almoft would his Ls whoor” Wh : 
But Arehegall him faircly gan afſwage, 
And ſaid; Be not vpon thy ballaunce wroken : 
For, they doe nought butright or wrong betoken ; 
But inthe mind the doomeof right muſt bee; 
And fo likewiſe of words, the whuch be ſpoken, 
The care muſt be the ballance, to decree 
And iudge, whether with truth or falſhood they agree. 


48 

But ſet the truth and ſet the nght aſide 
(For,they with wrong or falshood will notfare) 
And put two wrongs together to be tride, 
Orellſc two falſes, of each equall ſhare; 
And then together docthem both compare 3 
For, truth is one, and right is cucr one. 
So did he, and then plaine itdid appeare, 
Whether of them the er Were attone. 

But right ſate inthe middet of the beame alone. 


4 
But hee theright from FG... did thruſt away, 
For, it was nottheright, which he did ſeek ; 
But rather ſtroue extremities to wey, ' 
Th'one to dimuniſh, th'otherfor to ceke. 
For, of the meane he did nuſleeke. 
Whom whenſo lewdly minded Talws found, 
Aon nigh ynto him checke by cheeke, 
c ſhouldered him from offthe tv _ 
And downe the rock him throwing, inthe ſea him dround. 


5O 
Like as a ſhip, whom cruellrerpeſt driues' 
Vpon a rock with horrible diſmay, 
Her ſhatteredribs in thouſand rives, 
And ſpoyling all hergeares nlpcodly ray, 
Does make her {elfe misfortunes pitious pray : 
So downe the cliffe the wretched Giant led; 
His bartred ballaunces in peeces lay, 
His timbered bones all broken rudely rumbled : 
So was the high aſpyring with huge ruinc humbled. 


FT 

That when the people, which had there-abour 

Long waited,ſaw his ſuddaine deſolation, 

They ganto gather in tumultuous rout, 

And mutining, to ſtirre vp ciuillfaQtion, 

For —_ wv of fo _ ma 100. 

For, w to 

And wonkdlt lhe by his = —— "my 

Therefore reſoluing toreuenge his blood, = 
They role in armes, and all in battell-order ſtood. 


$2 
Which lawlefle multitude him comming to 
In war-like wiſe, when did view, 
He much was troubled, ne wilt what to do. 
For, loth he was his noble hands t'embrew 
In the baſe blood offuch a raſcall crew : 
And otherwiſe, if thatheſhould retire, | 
Hefear'd leaſt they with ſhame would him purſe, 
Therefore he Talwsto them ſent, rinquire 
The cauſe of their array, and wuce for to deſire. 
Y >» Bur 
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But ſoone as they him nigh upproching lpide, 
They gan with all their weapons him aſlay, 
And rudely ſtrooke at him on every ſide : 
Yetnought they could him hurt, ne ought diſmay. 
But when at them he with his flaile gan lay, 
He like 2 ſwarme of flies them overthrew ; 
Ne any of them durſt come in his way, 
Bur heere and there before his preſence flew, 
And hid themſelues in holes and buſhes from has view : 
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Canto III. 
The ſpouſals of faire Florimell, 


where turney many Knights : 
There Bragpgadocchio ts vncas t 
in all the Ladies ſights. 
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88 Frer long ſtormes and tempeſts over-blowne, 
KS Theſun art length his joyous face doth cleare: 

ITAW So when as fortune all hcr ſpight hath ſhowne, 

SSL S 5ome blistull houres at laſt muſt needs appeare; 

Eitc ſhould afflicted wights oft-times deſpeire. 

So-comes it now to Florimell by rourne, 

After long ſorrowes ſuffered whyleare, 

In which captiu'd ſhee many moneths did mourne, 


To taſte of ioy, and to wont pleaſures to retourne. 


2 
V Vho, beeing freed from Proteus cruell band 
By Marinell, was voto him affide, 
And by him brought againe to Facricland; 
Where he her ſpous'd, and made his ioyous bride, 
Thertime and place was blazed farre and wide ; 
And ſolemne feaſts and giuſts orda:n'd therefore. 
To which there did reſort from cuery fide 
Of Lords and Ladies infinite great ſtore; 
Ne any Knight was abſent that braue courage bore. 


3 

To tell the glory of the feaſt that day, 
The goodly leruice, the deuiſefull ſights, 
The Bridegroomes ſtate, the Brides moſt rich aray, 
The pride of Ladies, and the worth of Knights, 
The royall banquets, and the rare delights, 
Were worke f.t tor an Herauld, not for me : 
But for ſo much as to my lot here lights, 
Thatwith this preſent treatiſe doth agree, 

True yertue to aduaunce, ſhall here recounted bee. 
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54 
As when a Faulcon hath with nimble flight 


Flowneat a fluſh of Ducks, forcby the brooke, 
The trembling foule diſmaid with dreadfull fight 
Oc death, the which them almoſt over-tooke, 
Doe hide themſelues from her aſtonyiog looke, 
Amongſt the flags and couertround abour. 
When Talus {aw they all the field forſooke, 
__ Andnoneappear'd of all that raſcallrout, 
To Arthegall he turn'd, and went with him throughout, 
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4 
When all men had with full ſatiety 
Of meates and drinks their appetites ſuffiz'd, 
To deedes of armes and proote of cheualrie 
They gan themſelues addrelle, full richaguiz'd, 
As each one had his furnitures deuiz'd. 
And firſt of alliflu'd Sir Marinell, 
And with him fixe knights more, which cnterpriz'd 
To chalenge allin right of Florimell, 
And to maintaine, that ſhee all others did excell. 


5 
The firſt of them was hight Sir Orimont, 
Anoble knight; and tride in hard aflaies : 
Theſecond had to name Sir Belliſont , 
But ſecond vnto none in prowellepraile; 
The third was Brunell, famous in his dayes3 
The fourth Ecaſtar, of exceeding might; 
The fift Armeddan, skild in louely layes; 
The fixt was Lanſacke, aredoubted Knight: 
All fixe well ſeene inarmes, and proy'd in many a fight. 
6 


And them againſt came all thatliſtto giuſt, 
From euery coaſt, and country ynderſunne: 
None was debard, but all had leaue that luſt. 
The trumpets ſound; then all together runne. 
Full many deedes of armes that day were donne, 
And many knights vahorſt, and many wounded, 
As fortune fell; yer little loſt or wonne: 
But all that day the greateſtpraiſe redounded 

To Marinell, whole name the Heralds loud poſonneer,, 


(ant. 11. 


THE FAERIE QVEENE. 257 


7 

The ſecond day, ſo ſoone as morrow light 
Appear'd in heauen, into the field they came, 
And there all day continew'd cruell fight, 
With diuerle fortune fitfor ſuch a game, 
In which all ſtroue with perillro win fame. 
Yet whether fide was Victor,n'ote be gheſt : 
Bur at the laſt, the trumpets did proclame 
That Marinell that day deſerued beſt. 

So they diſparted were, and all men went to reſt, 


The third day came, that ſhould duetriall lend 
Of all the reſt, and then this war-hke crew 
Tog:ther met, of all to make an end. 
There Marinell great deeds of armes did ſhew 3 
And through the thickeſt like a Lyon flew, . - 
Raſhing off helmes, and riving plates aſunder, 
Thateuery one his danger did elchew. 
So terribly his dreadfull ſtrokes did thonder, 


Thar all mcn ſtood amaz'd, and at his might did wonder. 
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Bur what on carth can alwates happy ſtand? 

The greater prowelle greater perils find. 

So farre hepaſt amongſt his enemies band, 

That they cr him encloſed ſo behind, 

As by no meanes he can himſelte out-wind. 

And now perforcethey have him priſoner taken ; 

And now they doe with captiue bands him bind ; 

And now they lead him thence, of all forlaken, 
Vuleſle ſome {uccour had in time him overtaken. 


10 
It fortun'd, whil'ſt they were thus ill beſet, 
Sir Arthegall into the Tilt-yard came, 
With Braggadocchio, whom he latcly met 
Vpon the way, with that his ſnowy Dame. 
Where, when hevnderſtood by commontume, 
What evill hap to Aarinell betid, 
Hee much was mou'd at{o vaworthy ſhame, 
And ſtraightthat boaſterprayd, with whom he rd, 
To chavge his ſhield with ham, to be the better hid. 
Il 
So forth he went, and ſoone them over-henrt, 
V Vhere they were leading Marinell away, 
Whom he aflaild with dreadlcfle hardiment, 
And forc't the burden of theirprizeto ſtay. 
They were an hundred knights of that array 3 
Of which th'one halfe ypon himlſelfe did (er, 
Th'other ftayd behind to gard the pray. 
But he ere long the former fiftie bet ; 
And fromth'other fiftie, ſoone thepriſonerfet. 
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So backe he brought Sir Marinel againe; 
Whom hauing quickly arm'd againe anew, 
They both together 10yned might and maine, 
Toict afreſh on all the other crew. 
Whom with ſore hauock ſoone they overthrew, 
And chaced quite out of the field, that none 
Againſt them durſt his head to perill ſhew. 
So were they left Lords of the fieldalone: 

So Marinell by him was reſcu'd from his fone. 
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Which when he had akon then backe againe 
To Braggadocchio did his ſhield reſtore : 
VVho allthis while behind him did remaine, 
Keeping there cloſe with him in pretious ſtore 
That his falſe Ladie, as ye heard afore. 
Then did the trumpets found, and ludgesrole, 

' Andall theſe knights, which that day armour bore, 
Came to the open hall, to liſten whoſe 

The honour of the prize ſhould be adiudg'd by thoſe. 


4 
And thither alſo came in open ſight 
Faire Florimell, into the common hall, 
To greet his guerdon vnto cuery knight, 
An to him, to whom the beſt ſhould fall. 
Then for that ſtranger knight they loud did call, 
To whom thatday they ſhould the girlond yield; 
V Vho came not forth: bur for Sir Arthegall 
Came Brag gadocchio, and did ſhew his ſhucld, 
Which bore the Sunne, broad blazed in a golden field. 


is 

The fight whereof did all with gladneſlefill : 

So vnto him they did addcemethe priſe 

Of all that Triumph. Then the trumpers ſhrill 

Don Brag gadocchios name relounded thriſe : 

So courage lent acloaketo cowardile. 

Andthen to him came faireſt Florimell, 

And goodly ganto greet his braue empriſe, 

And thouſand thanks him yield, that had ſo well 
Approu'd that day, thatſheall others did excell. 


16 
To whom the boaſter, that all knights did blot, 
With proud diſdaine did ſcornetull aunſwere make; 
That what he did that day, he did 1tnor 
For her, but for his owne deare Ladies fake, 
VVhom on his perill he did vnderrake, 
Both her, and cke all others to excell : 
And further did yncomly ſpeeches crake. 
Much did his words the gentle L 
And turn'd afide for ſhame ta heare what he did tell. 


17 
Then forth he brought his ſnowy Florimele, 
Whom Trompart had in keeping there beſide, 
Conered from peoples mo witha veile. 
Whom when duſcouered they had y eyde; 
With great amazement they were ſtupefide; 
And (aid, that ſurely Florimell it was, 
Or,ifit were not Florimell ſo tride, 
T hat Florimellher ſelfe ſhe then did 
So feeble skall of perfect things the yulgar has. 
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Which when as Marinell beheld likewile, 

He was there-withexceedingly ditmaid ; 

Ne wiſt he whatto thinke, of to deuite : 

But like as one, whom fiends had made affraid, 

He long aſtoniſht ſtood: ne ought he ſaid, 

Ne ought he did, butwith faſt Fred eyes 

He gazed ſtillypon that ſnowy maid : 

Whom cuer as he did the more avize, 
24 be true Florimell he did (urmuze. = 

4+ 


258 THE FIFT BOOKE OF Cant, 111. 


19 
As when two ſunnes appeare in th'azure sky, 
Mounted in Phebws charetfierie bright; 
Both darting forth faire beames to each mans eye, 
And both adorn'd with lamps of flaming light, 
Alithatbchold fo ſtrangeprodigious fight, 
Not knowing Natures worke, nor what to weene, 
Arerapt with wonder, and with rare aftright : 
Sa ſtoode Sir Marinell, when he had ſecne 
The ſemblant of this falle by his faire beauties Queene. 


20 

All which, when Arthegall (who allthis while 

Stoodcin the preaſe clole coucr'd) well adviewed, 

And {aw that boaſters pride and praceleſle guile, 

He could no longer beare, but forth ifſewed, 

And vnto all himſelfe there open ſhewed : 

And tothe boaſter (aid; Thou loſell baſe, 

That haſt with borrowed plumes thy ſelfe endewed, 

And others worth with leafings dooſt deface, 
VVhea they are all reſtor'd, thou ſhaltreſt in diſgrace. 


21 
That ſhicld which thou dooſt beare, was it indeed 
Whichthis dayes honour ſau'dto Marinell ; 
But not that arme, nor thou the man reed, 
Which didſt that ſeruice vnto Florimell. 
For proofe, ſhew forth thy (word, and let ittell, 
What ſtroakes, what dreadfull ſtoure it ſtird this day : 
Or ſhew the wounds, which vnto thee befell; 
| Orſhew the (weat, with which thou diddeſt ſway 
So ſharp a barrell, that ſo many diddilmay. 
22 
But this the (word, which wrought thoſe cruell ſounds, 
And this the arme;, the which that field did beare, 
And thele the fignes (ſo ſhewed forth his wounds) 
By which thatglory gotten doth appeare. 
As for this Lady which he ſheweth here, 
Is not (1 wager) Florimell at all; 
But ſome fyre Franion, fit for ſuch afere, 
Thatby misfortune in his hand didfall. 
For proofe whereof, he bade them Florimel forth call. 
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So forth the noble Lady nw yhracghe, 

Adorn'd with honour and all comely grace: 

Whereto herbaſhfull ſhamefaſtneſſe ywrought 

A great increaſe in her faire bluſhing face; 

As Roſes did with Lillies mterlace. 

For, of thoſe words,the which that boaſter threw, 

She inly yet conceiued great diſgrace. 

Whom when asall the people ſuch did view, 
They ſhouted loud, and fignes of gladnefle all did ſhew. 


24 

Then did heſet her by thatſnowy one, 

Like the true Saint beſide the Image ſer; 

Of both their beauties rb make paragone, 

And riall, whether ſhould the honour ger. 

Straight way ſo ſooneas both together mer, 

Th'enchaunred Damzellyaniſhtinto nought : 

Her ſnowy fubſtznce melted as with heat, 

Ne of that goodly hewremained ought, 
But th'empry girdle, which about het waſte was wrought. 


——— 
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As when the daughter of Thawmantes faire, 
Hath in a watry clowd diſplayed wide 
Her goodly boaw, which paints the liquid ayre, 
Thar all men wonderat her colours pride; 
All fuddenly,ere one canlooke afide, 
The glorious pifturevaniſherh away, 
Ne any token doth thereof abide : 
So did this Ladies goodly forme decay, 
Andinto nothing goe, ere one could it bewray. 
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Which when as all, that preſent were, beheld, 

They ſtriken were with great aſtoniſhment ; 

And their faint harts with ſenſelefle horrour queld, 

To ſee the thing thatſcem'd fo excellent, 

So ſtolen from their fancies wonderment; 

That what of it became, nonevnderſtood. 

And Braggadocchioſclte with dreriment 

So daunted was in his deſpayring mood, 
That like alifelefſe corſe immoucable he ſtood. 


27 
But Arthegallthat golden beltyp-tooke, 
The which of all her ſpoyle was onelyleft; 
Which was not hers, as many it miſtooke, 
But Florimells owne girdle, from her reft, 
While ſhe was flying, like a weary weft, 
From that foule monſter, which did hercompe!l 
To perils great; which he vnbuckling eft, 
Preſented to the faireſt Florinell ; 
Who round about her tender waſte it fitted well. 


28 
Full many Ladies often had afſayd, 
Abour their nuddles that faire belt to knit; 
And many a one ſuppos'd to be a mayd: 
Yetit to none of all their loynes would fit, 
Till Florimell about her faſtned it. | 
Such power it had, thatto no womans waſte 
By us Skill or labour it would fit, 
Vnleffſe that ſhee were continentand chaſte, , 
But it would looſe or breake, that many had diſprac't. 
2 


Whil'ſt thus they buſied W. bout Florimell, 
And boaſtfull Braggadocchio to defame, 
Sir G»yon(as by fortune then befell) 
Forth from the thickeſt preace of people came, 
His owne good ſteed, which he had ſtolne, toclame; 
And th'one hand ſeizing on his golden bit, 
With th'other drew his {word : c with the ſame 
He meant the thiefe there deadly to haue ſmit: 
And had he not been held, he nought had faild of ir. 
©) 
Thercofpreat hurly burly ova was 
Throughout the hall, for that ſame war-like horſe. 
For, Braxgedocchio would not let him paſs; 
And Guyonwould himalgates haue perforce, 
Or it approue vpon his carion corſe. 
Which troublous ſtirre when Arthegall perceiued, 
He nigh them drew, to ſtay th'avengers force; 
And gan inquire, how was that ſieedb , 
Whether by mught extort, orclſe by ſlighgdeceaucd, 
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Who, all thatpittious heey, which befell 
About that wofull couple, which were Oaine, 
And their young bloudy babe ro him gan tell; 
With whom whules he didin the wood remaine, 
His horſe purloyned was by ſubril|rraine : 
For which he chalenged the thiefe to fight. 
But he for nought could him there-to conſtraine : 
For, as the death he hated ſuch deſpight, 
And rather hadto loſe, then try in armes his right. 
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Which, Arthegallwell i. , though nomore 

By law of arines there nk ones right to try, 

As was the wontof war-like Knights of yore, 

Then that his foe ſhould him the field deny : 

Yerfurther rightby tokens to deſcry, 

He askt, what priuie tokens he did beate. 

If that, ſaid Gwyon, may youlatisfie, 

Within his mouth a black ſpot doth appeare, 
Shap't like a horſes ſhoe, who liſt to ſeeke 1t there. 


Whereof to make due wield, 000 didtake 
The horſe in hand, within his mouth to looke : 
But with his heeles ſo ſorely he him ſtrake, 
That all his ribs he quite in peeces broke, 
That neuer word from that day forth he ſpoke. 
Another that would ſeeme to haue more wit, 
Him by the bright embrqdered head-ſtall rooke : 
But by the ſhoulder him ſo ſore he bit, 

That he him maimed quite, and all his ſhoulder ſplit» 


4 
Ne he his mouth would —_ vnto wight, 

Vntill that Guyos ſelfe vnto him ſpake, 

And called Brigadore (fo was he hight) : 

Whoſe voyce to ſoonc as he did vndertake, 

Eft-ſoones he ſtood as ſtill as any ſtake, 

And ſuffred all his ſecret marketo ſee: 

And when-as he him nam'd, for ioy he brake 

His bands, and follow'd him with gladfull glee, 
And friskt, and flong aloft, and lonted lowe on knee. 


5 
Thereby Sir Arthegal did An areed, 
That vnto him the horſe belongd, and ſaid; 
Lo, there Sir Gwyon, take to you the ſtced, 
As he with golden ſaddle is arraid : 
Andletthatloſcll, pu now diſplaid, 
ill 


Hence fare on foote, till he an horſe haue gained. 


But the proud boaſter gan his doomevpbraid, 
And him reuil'd, and rated, and difdained, 
That iudgement ſo vniuſt againſt him had ordained, 
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Much was the Knight TRE with his lewd word, 

To haue reuenged that his villeny; 

And thrice did lay his hand vpon his ſword, 

To haue him flaine, or dearly doen aby. 

But G«yondid his choler pacific, 

Saying, Sir Knight, it would diſhonour bee 

To you, that are our iudge of equity, 

To wreake your wrath on luch a Carle as hee : 
It's puniſhment enough, that all his ſhame doe ſee. 


7 
So did he mitigate Sir Arthegall ; 
But Talws by the backe the boaſterhent, 
And drawing him out of the open hall, 
Vpon him did inflitthispumiſhmenr. 
Firſt, he his beard did ſhaue, 2nd foully ſhent: 
Then from him refthis ſhield, anditr'enverſt, 
And blotted out his armes with falshood blene, 
And hirvſelfe baffuld, and his armes vaherſt, 
And broke his ſword in twaine, and all his armour ſperſt: 


z8 
The whiles,his guilefull groome was fled away 2 
But yaine it was to thinke from ham to flic. 


Who over-taking him, did diſarray, 
And all his facedeform'd with infamy, 
And out of Court him ſcourged _ 
So ought all —_— that true knighthood ſhame, 
And armes dishonour with baſle villanie, 
From all braue knights be baniſht with defame : 
For, oft their lewdnes blotteth good deſerts with blame. 


Now, when theſe A were thus vncaſed 
Our of the fore-fide of their forgery, 
And in the fight of all mencleane diſgraced, 
All gan toicſt and gibefull merily 
At the remembrance of their knauery. 
Ladies can laugh atLadies, Knights at Knights, 
Tothinke with how great vaunt of brauery 
He them abuſed, through his ſubrill lights, 
And whata glorious ſhew he made in all their fights. 


49 
There leauewethem in pleaſure and repaſt, 
Spending their ioyous dayes and gladfull nights, 
And taking vſury of ume fore-pait, 
With all deare delices and rare delights, 
Fit for ſuch Ladies and ſuch locely knights : 
And turne we = ro — furrowes _ 
Our w okes, to ga eſher ſprights, 
That hoe time te al ſhalfrend, 
We on bis firſt adventure may him forward ſend. 
Canto 
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I 
zZ Ho-ſovpon himſelfe willtake the skill 
2 True luſticevnto people to diuide, 
Had need haue mighty hands, for to fulfill 
SV That, which he doth with righteous doome de- 

Andfor to maiſter wrong and puiſlant pride, (cide, 

For, vaine it is to deeme of things aright, 

And makes wrong-dooers iuſtice to deride, 

Vnleſſe it be perform'd with dreadlefſe might. 
For, powre is the right hand of Iuſtice truly hight. 


2 
Therefore whylome to knights of great empriſe, 
The charge of Tuſtice giuen was 1n truſt, 
T hat they might execute her iudgements wile, 
And with their might beate downe hicentious luſt, 
Which proudly did impugne her ſentence iuft. 
Whereof no brauer precedent this day 
Remaines on earth, preſeru'd from iron ruſt 
Ofrude obliuion,and long times decay, 
Then this of Arthegall, which heere we haueto lay. 


Who, hauing lately left hetlendly paire, 
Enlinked faſt in wedlocks loyall bond, 
Bold Marinel! with Florimell the faire, 
With whom great feaſt and goodly glee he fond, 
Departed from the Caſtle of the Strond, 
To followe his adventures firſt intent, 
Which long agoc hetaken had in hond : 
Ne wight with hin for his aſſiſtance went, 
But that great iron groome;, his gardand gouernment. 


4 

With whom,as he did paſle by the ſea ſhore, 

He chaunc't to come, where-as two comely Squires, 

Both brethren, whom one wombe together bore, 

But ſtirred vp with different defires, 

Together ſtroue, and kindled wrathfull fires : 

Ani them beſide,two ſeemely Damzels ſtood, 

By all meanes ſeeking to allwage their ires, 

Now with fair words;but words didlitle good: (mood. 
Now with ſharp threats ; but threats the more increaſt their 
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5 
And there beforethem ſtood a Coffer ſtrong, 
Faſt bound on cuery fide with iron bands, 
But ſeeming to haue ſuffred mickle wrong, 
Either by becing wreckt ypon theſands, 
Or becing carried farrefrom forraine lands. 
Seem'd that for it theſe Squiresat ods did fall, 
Andbent againſtthemſclues their cruell hands. 
But euermore thoſe Damzels did foreſtall 
Their furious encounter, and their fierceneſle pall. 


6 
But firmely fixtthey were, with dint of ſword, 
And battailes doubtfull proofetheirrights to try, 
Ne other end their fury would afford, 
But what to them Fortune would iuſtifie. 
So ſtood they both in readineſle there-by, 
To ioynethe combate with cruell intent; 
When Artbegall, arriving happily, 
Did ſtay awhile their greedy bickerment, 
Till he had queſtioned the caule of their diffent. 


7 

To whom the elder did this aunſwere frame ; 
Then weet ye Sir, that we two brethren be, 
To whom our fire, Mileſso by name, 
Did equally bequeath his lands in fee, 
Two lands, wh chyec there before you ſee 
Not farre in ſea; of which the one appeares 
Bur like alittle Mount of (mall degree; 
Yer was as great and wide ere many yeares, 


As that ſame other Iſle, that greater bredth now beares. 
8 


But tract of time, that all things doth decay, 

Andthis deuouring Sea that nought doth ſpare, 

The moſt part of my Land hath waſht away, 

And throwne it vp vato my brothers ſhare : 

So his encreaſed, but mine did empaire. 

Before which time I loy'd, as was my lot, 

That further maid, hight Philtera the faire, 

With whoma goodly dowre I ſhould haue got, 
And ſhould haue 10yned been to her in wedlocks mm 
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9 
Thendid my younger brothcr Amidas, 
Loue thatfame other Damzell, Lucy bright, 
To whom bur little dowre allotted was : 
Her vertue was the dowre, thar did delight. 
Whazbetter dowre can to a Dame be hight? 
But now when Philtra ſaw my lands decay,. 
And farmer livelod fale, ſhe left mequight, 
And to my brother did cllope ſtraight way : 
Who takin 6 from me, his owne Lou lett aſtray. 


10 

Shee, ſecing then her ſelfe forlaken (o, 
Through dolorous deſpaire, which ſhe conceiued, 
Into the Sea her ſelfec did headlong throwe, 
Thinking to haue her griete by death bereaued. 
But ſee how much her purpole was deceaued. 
Whil'ſt thus, amidſt the billowes beating of her, 
Twixt life and death, long ro and fro ſhe weaued, 
She chaunc't vnwares to light yponthis coffer, 


. Which to her inthat danger hope of life did offer. 


11 
The wretched maid, that carſt deſir't{to die, 
When as the pain of death ſherafted had, 
And but halfe leenc his vgly vilnomic, 
Ganto repent that ſhee had been ſo mad, 
For any death to change life though moſt bad: 
And catching hold of this Sea-beaten cheſt, 
The lucky Pylot of her paſſage (ad, 
After long toſling in the ſeas diftreſt, 
Her weary Barke at laſt ypon mine Iſle didreſt: 


I2 
Where I by chauace then wandring on the ſhore, 
Did her cfpy, and through my good endeuour, 
From dreadfull mouth of death, which threatned ſore 
Her to haue fwallow'd vp, did help to faue her. 
She then in recompence of that great fauourz 
Which I on her beſtowed, beſtowed on me . 
The portion of that good which Fortune gaue her, 
Together with herlclfe in dowry free : Pre] 
Both goodly portions ; bur of both,the better ſhes 


I 
Yetin this coffer, which ſhe wich her brought, 
Great threaſure ſithence we did find contained; 
Which as our owne we tooke, and ſoit thought. 
But this ſame other Damzell ſince hath fained, 
That to herſelfe that threalure appertained 3 
And thatſheedid tranſport the ſame by ſea, 
To bring it to her husband new ordained, 
But ſuffred crucl} ſhipwrack by the way. 
But whether it be ſo or no, I cannotfay. 
14 
But whether itindeed be ſo or no, 
This doe Cay, that what fo good or ill 
Or God or Fortune mw me did _ 
(Not wropging any other by my will) 
Ihold EDEN fo wi hotdir ſtill, 
An4 though my land he firſt did winne away, 
And then my Loue (though now ir little skall) 
Yer my good lucke he ſhall not likewiſepray ; 
But I will it defend, whul'ſt everthat I may. 


5 
So hawng ſaid, the younger didenſew; 
Full true it 15, what-ſo abour our land 
My brother here declared hathto you : 
But not for it this ods twixt ys doth ſtand, + 
But for this threaſure throwne vpon his ſtrand; 
Which well I proue, as ſhall appeare by triall, 
To be this Mudes, __ whom [ faſtned hand, 
Knowne by good markes, and perfet piall : 
Therefore it Rberendend arr yore wh 
16 : ; 
When they thus ended had, the Kni anz 
Cerrtex, your ſtrife were cafic to xr, 
Would ye remit itto ſome righteous man. . 
Vuto your (ele, ſaid they, we giue our word, 
To bide whatiudgement ye ſhall vs afford. 
Then for aſſurance to my doome to ſtand, 
Vader my tpote leteach lay downe his ſword, 
And then you ſhall my ſentence vnderſtand. 
So cach of them layd downe hus ſword out of his hand. 
17 . 
Then Arthegall, thus tothe younger ſaid; 
Now tell me Amidas, if ar Tmay, 
Your brothers land the which the {ca hath layd 
Vnto yourpart, and piuckr from his away, 
By what good rightdoe you with-hold tis day? 
Whatother right, quoth he, ſhould youcſtceme, 
But that the ſea jtto my ſhare did lay ? 
Yournghtis goud, fad he, andſoIdecrne, 
That what the {ca ynto you ſent, your owne ſhould ſeeme: 
8 


I 
Then turning tothe elder, thus he ſaid; 


Now Bracidas, let this likewiſe be ſhowne; 
Your brothers threaſure, which from him is ſtraid, 
Beeing the dowry of his wife well knowne, 


By whatrightdoe you claime to be your owne? 

What other right, qgoth he, ſhould you cſteeme, 

But thatthe (ca hath it vato methrowne ? 

Your rightis good, {aid he, and ſo deeme, 0 
That whatthe ſca voto youſent, your owne ſhould ſerme: 


19 

For, cquall rightin <quall things doth ſtand; 
ors. ighry Sca hath once polleſt, 
And plucked noarary yoann nv" 
Whether by rage of waucs, that neuer reſt, 
Orcleby mack thicwercherhab tek, 
He may diſpote by his imperiall mi 

As rx wr lefr, to whom he liſt. 

So Amidas, the land was yours firſt hight, 
And fothe threaſure yours is Brecidas by right. 


20 
When he his ſentence thus pronounced had, 
Both Amidas and Philtra were diſpleaſcd : 
But Bracidas and Lacy wereright glad, | 
And on the threaſure by that tudgement ſeazed. 
So was their diſcord by this doome 
And cach one had hjisright. Then Arthegal 
When as their ſharpEcqatention he had ceaſed, 
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21 
So,as he trauelled vponthe way, 
He chauac'tto come, where happily he ſpide 
A rout of many people farre away ; 
To whom his courlc he haſtily applide, 
To wectthe cauſe of their afſemblance wide. 
To whom when he approched necre in fight 
(An vncourh fight) heplaialy then deſcride 
To be atroupe of women, war-like dight, 
With weapons 1n their hands, as ready for to fight. 


22 

Andin the midſt of them heſaw a Knight, 
With both his hands behind him pinnoed hard, 
Andround about his neckean halter tight, 
As ready forthe gallow tree prepar'd: 
His face was couer'd, and his head was bar'd, 
That who he was, vacath wasto deſcry; 
And with full beauy hartwith them he far'd, 
Griey'd to the ſoule, and groning inwardly, 

That he of womens hands fo baſe a death ſhould dy. 


2 

But they hke tyrants, mercial the more, 
Retoyced at his miſerable caſe, 
And him reviled, and reproched fore 
With birter taunts,and tearmes of vile diſgrace. 
Now when as Arthegal, arriu'd in place, 
Did aske, what cauſe brought that man to decay, 
They round about him gan to ſwarme apacc, 
Meaning on him their crucll hands to lay, 

And to baue wrought vowares ſome villanous aflay. 


24 

But he was ſoone aware of their ill mind, 
And drawing backe, decciued their intent; 
Yet though him ſelfedid ſhame on woman-kind 
His mighty hand to ſhend, he Talzs ſent 
To wreck on them their follies hardiment: 
Who with few ſowces of his yrot#flale, 
Diſperſed all their troupe incontinent, 

"And {:ntthem hometo tell apittious tale 
Of their yaine prowelle, turnedto their proper bale. 
2 


But that ſame wretched i, AFP to die, 
They leftbehind wget beſoquit: 
Him Talws tooke out 0 lexitic, 
And horrour of foule death for Knight vnfir, 
Who morethen loſle of life ydreadcd it; 
And himreſtoring vnto living light, 
So brought vnto thus Lord, where he did fit, 
Beholding all that womaniſh weake fight ; 
Whom ſoone as he beheld, he knew, andthus behight : 


26 
Sir Terpine, hapleſſe man, what makeyou here? 
Or haue you loſt your lelfe, and your diſcretion, 
ne ar in O—_— caleye _ 
Or haue ye yic outo proude 10n 
Of Wn. xd an, boaſt of Ro lubieCtion ? 
Orelſe, what other deadly diſmall day 
Is falne on you, by heavens bart direCtion, 
That ye were runne ſo fondly far aftray, 
As forto lead your ſelfe ypto your owne decay ?- 


— 


27 

Much was the man confounded in his mind, 

Partly with ſhame, and partly with diſmay, 

That all aſtoniſht hee hamſclfe did find, 

And little had for his excule to ſay, 

But onely thus; Moſt hapleſſe well ye may 

Me iuſtly tearme, that to this ſhame am brought, 

And madethe ſcorne of Knighthood this ſame day. 

But who can ſcape, what his owne fate hath wrought ? 
The worke of beauens will ſurpaſleth humane thought. 

28 


Right true : but faulty menvſe oftentimes 
To attribute their folly vnto fate, 
And lay on heauen the guilt of their owne crimes. 
But tel!, Sir Terpine, ne let you amate 
Your miſery, how fell ye in this ſtate. 
Then ith yeenecds, quoth he, will know my ſhame, 
And all the 111 which chaunc'tto me of late, 
I ſhontly will toyourchearſe theſame, 

In hope ye will not turne misfortune to my blame. 


2 
Beceing defirous (as all Knights arc wont) 
Through hard adventures deedes of armes to ty, 
And after fame and honour for to hunt, 
I heardreport that farreabroad did flie, 
Thataproud Amazon did late defie 
All the braue Knights that hold of Maidenhead, 
And vntothem wrought all the villany 
That ſhe could forge in hergalicious head, 
Which ſome hath put to ſhame, and many done be dead. 


) 
The cauſe, they ſay, of FPS. wil cruell hate, 
Is for the ſake of Bellodant the bold, 
To whom ſhe bore moſt feruent loue of late, 
And woocd him by all the waies ſhe could : 
But when ſhe ſawe at laſt, that he ne would 
For ought or nought be wonne vnto her will, 
She turn'd her loue to hatred manifold, 
And for kis ſake, vow'd to doe all the ill 
Whuch ſhe could do to Knights:which now ſhe doth fulfill, 


I 

For, all thoſe Knights, the * hich by force or guile 
She dot{flubdue, ſhe foully doth entreat. 
Firſt, ſhe doth them of war-like armes deſpoile, 
And clothe in womens weedes : and then with threat 
Doth them compell to worke, to carnetheir meat, 
To ſpin, to card, toſew, to waſh, to wring 3 
Ne doth ſhe giue them other thing to cate 
But bread and water, or like feeble thing, 

Them todilable from revenge adyenturing. 


2 

But, if through ſtout Jiſdaite of manly mind, 
Any her proud obſcruaunce will withſtand, 

; Vpon that gibber, which is there behind, 

She c.auſerh them be hangd vp out of hand ; 
In which condition 1 right now did ſtand. 
For, beeing overcome by her in fight, 
And putto that baſe ſeruxce of herband, 
I rather choſe to diein lyues deſpight, 

Then lead that ſhametull bfe, ynworthy of a Knight. A 
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How hic hrt. ut Ar:izon GA Arthegall ) ? 
Aa where, an 1 how far hence does ſhe abide? 
Hz game, quoth he, they Radigund doe call, 
A Priacefle of greatpowre, aud; greater pride, 
Ard Queeneof Amazons, in armes well tride, 
And ſundry bartells, which ſhe hath atchicued 
With great ſucceſle, that her hath glorifide, 
And made her famous, more then 15 belicued ; 
Ne would I it haue ween'd, hadI notlate it prieued. 


34 
Now ſure,ſayd he, and by the faith that I 
To Maydenhead and noble knighthood owe, 
I will notreſt, til] I her might doetry, 


Andvengethe ſhame, thatſhe to Knights doth ſhowe. 


Therelore Sir Terpintrom youlightly throwe 
This {qualid weede, the patterne of deſpaire, 


And wend with me, that ye may ſeeand owes. 


How Fortune will your ruin'd name repaire, *: (paire. 
And Knights of Maydenhead, whoſe praiſe ſhe would em- 


5 
With that, like onethatho Seleſ $ was repr:v'd 
From deathes dore, at which he lately lay, 
Thoſe yron fetters, wherewith he was giv'd, 
The badges of reproach, he threw away, 
And nimbly did him dight to guidethe way 
Vnto the dwelling of = Amazone. 
Which was fromthence not paſt a mile or tway 3 
A goodly City, and a mighty one, 
The which of hcr owne name ſhe called Radegone. 
6 
Vi here they arriving, by he watchman were 
Delcried ſtreight ; who allthe city warned, 
How that three warlike perſons did appeare, 
Of which the one him ſeem'd a Knightall armed, 
And th'other wo well likely to hauc harmed. 
Etiloones the people allto harneſſe ran, 
And like aſorr of bees 1n cluſters ſwarmed : 
Erclong, their Quzenc herſelf, arm'd Irkea man, 
Came forth into the rout,and them t'array began. 


7 
And now the Knights, bei arrived neare, 
Did beat ypon the gates toenter 1n, 
And at the Porter ſcorning them ſo few, 
Threw many threats, if they the towne did win, 
Toteare his fleſh in peeces for his finne. 
Which when as Radigund there commin heard, 
Her heart for rage did grate, and recth did grin : 
She bad that ſtrezght the gates ſhould be vn ard, 
And to them way to make, with weapons well prepat'd. 
8 


3 
Soone as the gu wereopentother ſet, 
T hey preſſed forward, entrance to haue made. 
But in the midele way they were ymet 
With a ſharpe ſhowre of arrowes, which them ſtayd, 
And benerad adaile, ere they aſſayd 
Vnknowen pecrill of bold womens pride. 
Then all that routypon them rudely layd, 
And heaped ſtrokes lo faſt on euery fide, 
And arrowes hiyld fo thicke, that they could notabide, 


But Radigund her ſelfe, nts elpide 
Sir Terpin, from her direfull doome acquit, 
So cruclLdoale amongſt her maides diuide, 
T'aueoge that ſhame, they did on him commit; 
All ſodainely enflam'd with furious fir, 
Like afell Lioneſle athim ſhe flew, 
And on his head-peece him (ſo fiercely ſmit, 
Thatto the ground him quite ſhe ouerthrew, 
Diſmayd fo wi the ſtroke, that ke no colours knew, 


) 

Sooneas ſhe awe him on . ground to grouell, 

She lightly to him leapt ; and in hisnecke 

Her proud foot ſetting, at his head did leuel!, 

Weening at once her wrath on himto wreake, 

And his contempr, that did her iudgement breake: 

As when a Beare hath ſeiz'd her clawes 

Vpon the carcafle of ſame beaſt too weake, 

Proudly ſtands ouer, and awhile doth pauſe, 
To heare the pitious beaſt pleading her plaintiffe cauſe. 


41 
Whom when as Arthegall in that diſtreſſe 
By chance beheld, he leftthe bloudy ſlaughter, 
In which he ſwam, andran to his redrefle. 
There heraſlayling fiercely freſh, heraughther 
Such an huge ſtroke, thatir of ſenſe diſtraught hee : 
And had ſhe not it warded warily, 
It had depriv'd her mother of. a daughter. 
Nath leſſ= for allthepowre ſhe did Ply. 
It made her ſtagger ef tadivrewibghe y eyez 
42 
Like to an Eagle in his kingly pride, 
Soring through his wide Empire of the aire, 
To weather his broad (ayles, by chance hath ſpide 
A Goshauke, which hath ſeized for her ſhare 
Vpon ome fowle, that ſhould her feaſtprepare; 
With dreadfull force he flies at her byhue, 
That with his ſouce, which none enduren dare, 
Her from the quarrey he away doth driue, 
And from her gripiog pounce the greedy prey doth riue. 


4 
Bur ſoone as ſhcher ſenſe =. A100 had, 
She fiercely towards him her ſelfe gan dight, 
Through vengeful wrath & {deigofull pride balfe mad 
For, neuer haſ ſhe ſuffred ſuch deſpight, 
But ere ſhe could ioyne hand with him to fi 
Her warlike maydes about her flocktſo faſt, 
That they diſparted them, maugretheir might, 
And with their troupes did far aſunder caſt : 
But mongſt thereſt the fight did ynnll eucning laſt. 


44 
And every while, that mighty yroo man, 
With his ſtrange weapon, neuer wont in warre, 


Fd _ vext, and A ouer-ran, 
And broke their boawes, id their ſhooting marre, 
That none of all hebanie once did darre 

Him to aflault, nor gfice approach himnicz 

But like aſort of ſheepe diſperſed farre 

For dread of their deuouring enemy, 
Through allthe fields and yallics did before him flie, 
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But when as daies faire "7%..; HR yclow ded 
With fearefull ſhadowes of deformed night, 
Warn'd man and beaſt in quietreſt beſhrowded, 
Bold Radizund (with ſound of trump on hight) 
Caus'd all her peopleto ſurceaſe from fight; 
And gathering them vnto her cities gate, 

Made them al nter in before her ſight, 
And all the wounded, and the weake in ſtate, 

To becomayedin, erc ſhe 6 wa once retrate. 


When thus the field was = all away, 
And all things quieted,the Elfin Knight 
(Weary of toyle andtrauell of that day) 
Caus'd his pauilion to berichly pight 
Before the Citic gate, in open ſight; 
Where he him (elfe did reſt in cihry, 
Together with fir Terpin all that night: 
But Talus ys'd in times of icopardie 
To keepe a nightly watch, _— dread of treachery. 


But Radigund full of he queniag orieke, 
For the rebuke, which ſhe ſuſtain'd thar day, 
Coul1takeno reſt, ne would receinerelicte ; 
But toſſed in her troublous minde, what way 
She motercucnge that blot, which on her lay. 
There ſhereſolu'd her ſelfe in ſingle fight 
To try her Fortune ,and his force aſſay, 
Rather then ſee her people ſpoyled quight, 

As the had ſecnethat day a diſaucntrous fight. 

48 


Shecalled forth to her a cruſty mayd, 
Whom ſhe thought firteſt for that buſineſle, 
Her name was Clarind,, and thus to her layd; 


Goe damzel quickly,do thy (elfe addreſle 


Sw 
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To do the meſſage, which I ſhall expreſs. 
Goethou vnto thar ſtranger Faery Knight, 
Who yeſterday droue vs to ſuch diſtreſle; 
Tell, that ro morrow I with him will fight, 
Andrry in equall field, whether hath greater might. 


But theſe conditions doto kn propound, 
Thatif 1 vanquiſh him, he ſhall obay 
My lawe, and cuer to my lore be bound ; 
Andſowilll, it mehe vanquiſh may , 
What-euer he ſhall like to doe orfay: 
Goe ſtreight, and take with thee, to witneſle it, 
Sixe of thy fcllowes of the beit array, 
And beare with you both wine and iuncates fit, 
And bid him cate; beneor he oft ſhall hungry lit. 


The Damrzellſtreight hed and purting all 
Inregdinefle, forth to the Towne- gate went 3 
Where lounding, loud a Trumpettrom the wall, 
Vnto thoſe warlike Knights ſhew arning ſeut. 
Then Talus ,forth ſewing from the tent, 
Vnto the wall his way did fearelefle take, 

To weeten whatthattrumpets ſounding ment: 
Where thatſame Damzell oudly him beſp ake, 
And ſhew'd,that with his _ ſhe would emperlance m ike, 


So h: them freight conducted to his Lord ; 
Who, as he could, them goodly well 41d greete, 
Till they had told their meſlage word by word : 
Which he accepting well, as he could weet, 
Them faircly entertayn'd with curt'fies meete, 
And gauc them vifts and things of deare d lelight. 
So backe againe they homew. irdturn'd their fecte. 
Bu © Artheg.a ! him ſclte to reſt d<1d dighr, 

That he mc efreflicr be «gaintt the next daies fig! 't, 
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Canto V. 
Arthegall fights with Radigund, 


And is ſubdew'd by guile: 
He ts by her empriſoned, 
But wrought by Clariad's wile, 
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i Oſconeasday forth dawning from the Eaſt, 
(SS N.ghts humid curtaine from the heauens with- 
30S And early calling forth both mi & beaſt,(drew 
Commanded them their dayly works renew, 


SS >, AETS>; =; 


Theſe noble warriors, mindetullto purſew 

Thelaſt dayes purpolc of their vowed fight, 

Thcm {clues thereto prepar'd mn order dew; 

The Kmy ht, as beſt was lecming tor a Knip| it; 
And trAmezon, as beſt it 'ik't her (elte to dio At. 
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2 
All in a Camis light of purple filke 
Wouen vpon with filuer, tubtly wrought, 
And quilted vpon fattin white as milke, 
Trayled with ribbands diuerſly diſtraught, 
Like as the workeman had their courſes taught 3 
Which was ſhort tucked for light motion 
Vp to her ham : but when ſhe liſt, itraughr 
Downe to herloweſt hecle, and thereupon 
She worefor her def.nce a maylcd habergeon. 


And on her legs ſhe mainned buskins wore, 
Baſted with bends of gold on cuery fide, 
And mailes berweene, and laced clole afore : 
Vpon her thigh her Cemitare was tide, 
With an embrodered belt of mickell pride; 
And on her thoulder hung her ſhield, bedeckrt 
Vpon the boſle with ſtones, that ſhined wide, 
As the faire Moone in her moſt full aſpeCt, 
Thatto the Moone it mote belike in each reſpeCt. 


4 
Soforth ſhe came out of the City gate, 
With ſtately rt and proud magnificence, 
Guarded wade many damzcls, that did waite 
Vpon her perſon for her ſure defence, 
Playing on ſhaumes and trumpets, that from hence 
Their {ound did reach vnto the heauens hight. 
$o forth into the field ſhe marched thence, 
Where was a rich Pauihon ready pight, 
Her to receiue, till rime they ſhould beginthe fight. 


5 
Then forth came Arthegall out of histent, 
All arm'd to point, and firſt the liſts did enter : 
Soone after S came ſhe, with fell intent, 
And countenance fierce, as hauingfully bent her, 
That battclsvrmoſt triall ro aduenter. 
The Liſts were cloſedfaſt, to barre the rout 
From 1udely preſſing to the middle center; 
Which in greatheapes them circled all abour, 


Wauting, how Fortune would reſo]ue that dangerous dout. 


6 

The Trumpets ſounded, and the field began ; 

With bitter ſtrokes it both began, and ended, 

She at the firſt encounter on hum ran 

With furious rage, as if ſhe hadintended 

Out of his breaſt the very heart baue rended: 
” Buthethat had like tempeſts often ride, 
| From that firſt flawe, him (clfe right well defended. 
| The more ſherag'd, the more he did abide ; 
She hew'd, ſhe foynd, the laſh, ſhe laid on cuery (ide. 


7 
Yet till her blowes he bore, and herforbore, 
Weening at laſt town aduantage new ; 
Yer ſtill her cruelty encre-afed more, 
And though powre fayld, her courage did accrew : 
Which faylimg,he gan ficrcely ber purſew; 
Like as a Tvich that to his cunning feat 
Theſtubbornemetallſeeketh to fbdew, 
Soone as he feeles it moll:ifide with hear, 
With his great Iron ſledge doth ſtrongly on it beat. 


8 
So did Sir Arthexall herlay, 
Asif Harry ps HH 
That flakes of fire, bright as the ſunny ray, 
Our of her ſteely armes were flaſhing ſcene, 
That all on fire ye would her ſurely weene. 
But with her ſhicld ſo well her ſelfe ſhe warded, 
From the drad d of his keene, 
That all that while her life ſhe fafely garded : 
But he that helpe from her againſt her will diſcarded, 


For, with his trenchant blade at the next blowe 
Halfe of her ſhield he ſhared quite away, 
Fm hn ->r _ it ſelfe did naked ſhowe, 
And thencetorth ynto danger opened way. 
Much was ſhe moued with the mighy bra 
Of that {1d ſtroke, thathalfe enrag'd v 
And like a greedy Beare vnto her pray, 
With her / ar Cemitare at him ſhe flew, 
Thar glancing down his thigh,the purple bloud forth drew 


19 
Thereat ſhe gan to triumph with great boaſt, 
And to vpbraid that chance which ham mis-fell, 
As if the = ſhegotren had almoſt, 
With ſpightfull ſpeeches, ficting with her well ; 
That his great heart gan ro \ to ſwell 
With indignation, at her vaunting vaine, 
And at her ſtrooke with puiſlance fearefull fell; 
Yet with her ſhicld ſhe warded it againe, 
That ſhattered allto peeces round about the Plaine. 


It 

Hauing her thus difarmed of her ſhield, 

Vpon her helmet he againe her ſtrooke, 

That downe ſhe fell ypon the grafſic field, 

In lenſclefle (wound, as if her life forſooke, 

And pangs of death her ſpirit ouertooke. 

Whom when he fawe his foote proftrated, 

He to her lept, with deadly dreadfull looke, 

And her ſunſhiny helmertoone valaced, 
Thinking at once both head and helmet to haue raced. 


13 
But when as he diſconered bad her face, 
He ſawe his ſenſes ſtrangeafſtooiſhmene, 
A miracle of Natures goodly grace, 
In her faire viſage voide of ornament, 
But bath'd in bloud and fiveatrogether ment ; 
Which, in the rudeneffeof that cuill plight, 
Bewrayd the fignes of feature excellent: 
Like as the Moone in foggie winters ___ 
Doth ſeemeto be her (cite, h be ber light. 
1 
Ar ſight thereof his cruell minded heart 
Empearced was withpitifullregard, 
That his ſharpe ſword he threw from him apart, 
Curſing his hand that had thatviſage mard : 
No hand fo cruel}, nor no heart fo hard, 
Butrath of beauty will it mollifie. 
By this, A en, eg ſwoune, ſhe ſtar'd 
Awhile her with confuled eye ; 


Like onethat from his drearne is waked ſuddenly, . 
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14 
Soone as the knight ſhethere by her did ſpy, 
Standing with empry hands all wea nleſſe, 
With freſh aſſault vpon him ſhe did fly, 
And ganrenew her former cruelneſle : 
And though he ſtill retyr'd, yet natheleſſe 
With huge redoubled ſtrokes ſhe on him layd; 
And moreecncreaſt her outrage mercileſle, 
The more that he with meeke intreaty prayd, 
Her wrathfull hand from greedy vengeance to haue ſtayd. 


I 

Like as a Puttocke having ſpide in ſight 

A gentle Falconfitting on an hill, 

Whoſe other wing, now made vnmectefor flight, 

Was lately broken by ſome fortune ill; 

The fookſh Kyre, led with licentious wall, 

Doth beate ypon the gentle bird in vaine, 

With many idle ſtoups her troubling ſtill : 

Euenſo did Radigund with bootlefle paine 
Annoy this noble Knight, and ſorcly him conſtraine. 

6 


I 
Nought could he do, butſhun the drad deſpight 
herfierce wrath, and backward ſtillreture, 
And with his ſingle ſhield, well as he might, 
Bearc-off the burden of her raging ire; 
And euermore he gently did deſire, 
To ſtay her ſtrokes, and he him ſelfewould yield : 
Yetnould ſhe hearke, nelethim once reſpyre, 
Till he to her delivered had his ſfveld, 
And to her mercy him ſubmitted in plaine ficld. 
17 
So was he ouercome, not oucrcome, 
But to her ycelded of his owne accord; 
Yet was he iuſtly damned by the doome 
Of his owne mouth, thatipake ſo wareleſſe word, 
To be her thrall, and ſeruice her afford. 
For, though that he firſt vitory obtayned, 
Yetafterby abandoning his ſword, 
He wilfullloſt, thathe before attained. 
No fayrer conqueſt, then that with goodwill is gayned. 
8 


1 

Tho, with her ſword on him ſhe flatling ſtrooke, 

In ſigne of trueſubicCtion to her powre, 

And as hcr vaſlall him to thraldome tooke. 

But Terpine borne to a more vphappy howre, 

As he, on whom the luckleſle ſtarres did lowre, 

She caus'dto be attach't, and forthwith led 

Vnto the crooke t'abide the balefull ftowre, 

From which he lately had through reskew fled : 
Where he full ſhamefully was hanged by the head. 


I 
But when they m—_ on Yates hands to lay, 
He with his iron flaile amongſt them thondred, 
That they were faine to let hum ſcape away, 
Glad from his company to beſo ſondred; 
Wholeprelence all their troupes ſo much encombred, 
That th'heapes of thoſe, which he did wound and ſlay, 
Befides thereſt d1ſmayd, might not benombred : 
Yet all that while he would not once aflay 
To reskew his owne Lord, but thought itwuſt (obay. 


20 
Then tooke the Amazon this noble knight, 
Lene, 


Left to her will by his owne wilfull b 

And cauſed him to be difarmed quight 

Of all the ornaments of knightly name, 

With which whylome he gotten had greatfame: 
In ſtead whereof ſhe made him to be dight 

In womans weeds, that is to Manhood ſhame, 
And put before his lap an apron white, 


.In ſtead of Curiets and baſes rfor fight, 


21 

So being cl1d, ſhe brought him from the field, 

In which he had beene trayned many aday, 

Intoa long large chamber, which was field 

With moniments of many _— decay, 

By herſubdewed in victorious fray : 

Amongſt the which ſhe cauſd his warlike armes 

Be hangd on high, that mote his ſhame bewray; 

And broke his tword, for feare of further harmes, 
With which he wont to ſturre vp battailousalarmes. 


22 
There entred in, he round about him ſaw 
Many braue Knights, whoſe names rightwell he knew, 
There bound ey that Amazons proud law, 
Spinning and carding all in comely rew, 
That his biggc heart loth'd ſo vncomely view. 
But they wereforc't, — penurie and pine, 
Todoethoſe workes, to them appointed dew ; 
For, nought was giuen them to ſup or dyne, 
But what thezr hands could carne by twiſting linnen twyne. 


2 
—_— them all, ſhe wa him moſt lowe, 
And 1n his handa diff rohim gaue, 
That he theron ſhould ſpin both flaxe & towe;z 
A ſordid office for a mind fo braue, 
So hard it 1s to be a womans ſlaue. 
Yetheit took in his owne ſelfes deſpight, 
An1 thereto did lumſelfe right well 'S: ue, 
Herrto obay, fith he his faith had plight, 
Her vaſſall to become, if ſhe hum wonne in fight. 
24 
Who had him ſeene, _— mote thereby, 
That whylome hath of Hercwles been tolde, 
How for Islas ſake he did apply 
His mighty hands, the i vile to holde, 
For 5, nh club, which had ſubdew'd of olde 
So many monſters, which the world annoyed; 
His Lions skin chaung'd to apall of golde, 
In which forgetting warres he only ioyed 
In combats of {weet Loue, and with his nuſtreſic toyed, 
25 
Such is the cruelty of women-kynd, 
When they hauc ſhaken off the ſhamefaſt band, 
With which wiſe Nature did them ſtrongly bynd 
T'obay the heaſts of mans well ruling hand, 
That then all rule and reaſon they withſtand, 
To purchaſca licentious hberty, 
But vertuous womenwilely vnderſtand, 
That they were borne to baſe humility, 
Vnleſle the heaucns them lift ro lawfull ſoucrainty. , 
Thus 
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Thus there long while continu'd Arthezall, 
Seruing proud Radigund with truc ſubieion; 
How=-cuer it his noble heart did gall, 
T'obay a womans tyrannous direGion, 
That might haue had of life or death cleCtion: 
But hauing choſen, now he mightnot chaunge. 
During which time, the warlike Amazon, 
Whole wandring fancy after luſt did raunge, 
Gan calt a ſecret liking to this capriue ſtraunge. 


27 
Which long concealing incher couert breſt, 
She chaw'd the cud of louers carefull plight ; 
Yetcould ut not ſo thoroughly digeſt, 
Being faſt fixedin her wounded ſpright, 
Butit tormented her both day and night : 
Yerwould ſhe notthereto yeeld free accord, 
To ſerue the lowely vaſſall of her might, 
And of her ſcruant make her ſoucraignc Lord : 
So great her pride; that ſhe ſuch baſenctſe much abhord. 
28 
So much the greatcr ſtill her anguiſh grew, 
Through ſtubborne handling of her loue-ſicke heart ; 
And ſtill the more ſhe ſtroue it to ſubdew, 
The more ſhe ſtill augmented her owne ſmart, 
And wyder made the wound of th'hidden dart. 
Arlaſt, when long ſhe ſtruggled had in vaine, 
She ganto ſtoupe, and her proud mind conuert 
To meck obeylunce of loues mighty raine, 
And him correattor grace, that had procur'd her paine. 


2 

Vato her (elfec in ſecret ſhe 4a call 

Her neareſt handmayd whom ſhe moſt did truſt, 

And to her {ayde ; Clarinda, whom of all 

I truſt alive, ith 1 thee foſtred firſt ; 

Now is the time, thatI vntimely muſt 

Thercof maketryall, in my greateſt need: 

It is {o hapned, that = heauens vniuſt, F 

Spighting my happy freedome, haue , 
To Nl my loſer A or my laſt bale CT 


o 

With that ſhe turn'd her hs as halfe abaſhed, 

To hide the bluſh which in her viſage roſe, 

And through her eyes like ſudden bghtning flaſhed, 

Decking her checke with a vermilion roſe : 

Burſoone ſhe d1d her countenance compole, 

And to her turning, thus began againe; 

This gricfs deep wound I wouldto thee diſcloſe, 

Thercto compelled through heart-murdriog paine, 
But dread of ſhame my doubtfull lips doth ſtill reſtraine. 


I 
Ah my deare dread ({ayd Pon the faithfull Mayd) 
Can dread of ought your dreadlefle heart withhold, 
That many hath with dread of death diſmayd, 
And darecuen Deaths moſt dreadfullface behold ? 
Say on my are. 46 Lady, and be bold. 
Doth notyour hand-mayds life at your foot lic ? 
Therwith much comfor:cd, ſhe gan vnfold 
The cauſc of her conceiued malady, 
As onethat would confeſle, yer faine wouldit deny, 


2 
Clarind',fayd ſhe, thou hellyend Fayry Knight, 
Whom not my valour, but his owne braue rminde 
SubieCtcd hath to my vnequall might ; 
What right is it, that he ſhould thraldome finde, 
For lendibg life to me a wretch vnkinde, 
That for ſuch good him recompence with ill 2 
Therefore I caſt, how I may him vabinde, 
And by his freedome get has free good-will; 
Yet ſo, as bound to the he may connoue ſill: 


Bound vnto me, but not wich hard bands 
Of ſtrong compultfion , and ſtreight violence, 
As now in miſerable ſtatche ſtands ; 
But with tweet loue and ſure beneuolence, 
Voide of malitious minde, or foule offence. 
To whichif thou canſt win him any way, 
Withour diſcouery of my thoughts pretence, 
Both goodly meed of himit ——__ may, 
And cke with gratefull ſeruice me right well apay. 


4 

Which that thou maiſt the Cancer beingas palle, 

Loc here thisring, which ſhall thy warrant be, 

And token true to olde Ewmenias, 

From time to time, when thou t beſt ſhal ſee, 

That in and out thou mayſt haue paſlage free. 

Goe now, Clarinda, well thy wits aduilc, 

And all thy forces gatherynto thee ; 

Armies of louely lookes, and ſpeeches wiſe, 
With which thou canſt cucn Towe himſelfe to loue entaſe. 


F 
The truſty mayd, concelaing her intent, 
Did with ſure promiſe of her good indeuour, 
Giue her great comfort, and ſome hearts content. 
So from her parting, ſhethenceforth did labour 
By all the meanes ſhe might, to fauour 
With th'Elfin Rnight, her Ladies beſt beloued; 
With daily ſhew pi ppt kind behauiour, 
Euecn at the marke-white of his hartſhe roucd, 
And with wide glancing words,one day ſhe thus him pro- 
WW _ (ued; 
Vnhappy Knight, ypon whole hopeleſle ſtate 
Fortune,cnuying good, hath felly frowned, 
And cruell heavens haue heaptan heauie fate 3 
Irew that thus thy bettet dayes aredrowned 
In fad deſpaire, and all thy ſenſes ſwowned 
In ſtupid ſorrow, fith thy iuſter merit 
Might elſe haue with feliciry been crowned: 
Looke vp at laſt, and wake thy dulled ſpirit, 
To dinbebow this long death thou mighteſt diſinherit, 


7 

Much did he maruell at her -F" ſpeech, 
Whole hidden drift he could notwell perceiue ; 
And gan to doubt, leaſt ſhe him ſought r'appeach 
Of treaſot) or ſome guilefulltraine 41d weaue, 
Through which ſhe might his wretched life bereaue. 
Both which to barre, he with this anſwere met her ; 
Faire Damzell, that withruth (as Ipercciue) 
Of my miſhaps, art mou'd to wiſh me better, 

Por ſuch your kind regard, I can but reſt your detter. 
Aa ;z Yet 
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Yetweet ye well, that to a ra_y | 
It isnoleſle beſeeming, well to beare 
Theſtorme of Fortuncs frowne, or heauens threat, 
Then in the ſunſhine of her countenance cleare 
Timely to ioy, and E_— cheare, 
For, though this cloud haue now me ouer=caſt, 
Yet doe l not of better times deſpeare; 
And, though(volike)they ſhould for cuerlaſt, 
Yetin my truths aſſurance Ireſt fixed faſt. 


9 

But what ſo ſtony minde ( ſhe then replide) 
Bur if in his ownepowre occaſion ay 
Would to his hope a windowe open wide, 
Andto his fortunes helpe make ready way ? 
Vuworthy ſure, quoth he, of better day, 
That will not take the offer of good hope, 
And cke purſew, if he attaineit may. 
Which ſpeeches ſheapplyipg to the ſcope 

Of her intent, this furtherpurpoſe to him ſhope ; 


40 
Then why doſt not, thou ill aduized man, 
Make meanes to winne thy liberty forlorne, 
And ry if thou by faire entreaty can | 
Moue Radigund ? who though ſhe ſtillhaue worne 
Her dayes in warre, yet (weet thou) was not borne 
Of Beares and Tigres, nor ſoſaluage minded, 
As that, albe allloue of men ſhe ſcorne, 
She yetforgets,that ſhe of men was kynded: 
And ſooth oftſcene, that proudeſt harts baſe lou hath blin- 
41 . (ded. 
Certes Clarind a, not of cancred will, 
Sayd ſhe, nor obſtinate diſdainefull mind, 
I haueforbore this duty to fulfil]: 
For, well I may this weene, by that I finde, 
That ſhe a Queeneand come of Princely kinde, 
Both worthy 1s for to beſewd vato, 
Chiefly by him, whoſe life her law doth bind, 
And eke of powre her owne doome to vndo, 


And als'of Princely grace to be encln'd thereto. 


42 
But want of meanes hath beene mine onely let 
From ſeeking fauour , where it doth abound; 
Which if I might by your good office ger, 
I to your ſelfe ſhould reſt for euer bound, 
And ready to deſerue whatgracel found. 
Shefeeling him thus bite vpon the baite, 
Yerdoubting leaſt his hold was but vnſound, 
And not well faſtened, would not ſtrike him ſtrayt, 
But drew him on with hope, fit leaſure to awayt. 


4 

But fooliſh Mayd, whiles heedleſſe of the hook, 
She thus oft-times was beating off and on, 
Through ſlippery footing, f:Ilinto the brooke, 
Andthere was caught to her confuſion. 
For, {ecking thus to ſalue the Amazon, 
She wounled was with her _ owne dart, 
And ganthenceforthto caſt affeCtion, 
Conceiued cloſe in her beguiled heart, 

To Arthegall,through pittic of his cauſcleſle ſmart. 


44 
Yet durſt ſhe not diſcloſe her fancies wound, 
Neto him ſelfe, for doubt of being (dayned, 
Ne yetto any other wight on ground, 
For teare her miſtris ſhould haue knowledge gayned, 
Butto herſelfe it ſecretly rerayned, 
Within the cloſet of her couertbreſt : 
The more thereby her tender heart was payned. 
Yetto awaite fittime ſhe weened beſt, 
And fairely did dillemble her ſad thoughts vnreſt. 


One day her Lady calling "4d apart, 
Gan to demaund of her ſome tydings good, 
Touching her loues ſucceſle, her lingring ſmart. 
Therewith ſhe ganat firſt to change - mood, 
As one adaw'd, and halfe confuſed itood ; 
But quickly ſhe it ouer-paſt, ſo ſoone 
As ſhe herface had wyp't, tofreſh her blood: 
Tho, gan ſhetell her all, that ſhe had donne, 
And allthe wayes ſhe ſought his louc for to haue wonne: 


But ſayd, thathe was WO. and ſterne, 
Scorning her offers and conditions yaine ; 
Ne would be taught with any tearms, to learne 
So fond aleflon, as to loue againe. 
Die rather would he in penurious paine, 
And his abbridgeddayes in dolour waſte, 
Then his foes loue or liking entertaine : 
His reſolution was both firſt and laſt, 


| His body was herthrall, his heart wasfreely plac't. 


47 
Which when the cruell Amazon perceiued, 
She gan to ſtorme;, and rage, and rend her gall, 
For very fell deſpight, which ſhe —— 
To belo {corned of a baſe borne thrall, 
Whoſe life did lie in her leaſt eye-lids fall ; 
Of which ſhe vow'd with many a curſed threat, 
Thatſhe therefore would him ere long forltall. 
Nath'leſfſe when calmed was her furious heat, 
She chang'd that threatfull mood , and mildly gan entreat. 


What now is left Clarinda ? hes remaines, 
That we may compaſſethis our enterprize? 
Greatſhameto loſe ſo long employed paynes ; 
And preaterſhamet'abide ſo greatmiſprize, 
With which he dares our offers thus deſpize., 
Yer that his guilt the greater may appeare, 
And more my gracious mercy by this wize, 
I will awhile with his firſt folly beare, 
Till thou haue tride againe , & tempred him more neare. 


Say, and do all, thatmay A preuaile ; 

Leaue nought vnpromiſt, that may him perſwade; 

Life, freedome, grace, and pifts of great auaile, 

With which the gods themſelues are milder made : 

Thereto adde art, cuen womens witty trade, 

The art of mighty words, that men can charme 

With which in caſethou canſt him nor inuade, 

Let him feele hardneffe of thy heauy arme: (harme. 
Who will not ſtoupe with good , ſhall be made ſtoupe with 

Some 
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Some of his diet doe from him withdrawe 
For, I him find to be too proudly fed, 
Giue him more labour, and with ſtreighter lawe, 
That he with worke may be forwearied. 
Lethim lodge hard, and lic in ſtrawen bed, 
That may pull downe the courage of his pride ; 
And lay vpon him, for his greater dread, 
Cold iron chaines, with which let him be tide; 
Andlet, what-cuer he deſires, be him denide. 


I 
When thou haſt all this "S.- then bring menewes 
Of his demeane : thenceforth norlike a Louer, 
But like a Rebell ſtout I will him vſe. 
For, I reſolue this fiege notto giue ouer, 
Till Ithe conqueſt ot my will recouer. 
So ſhe departed, full of gricfe and ſdaine, 
Which inly did to greatimpatience moue her. 
Bur the falſe mayden ſnortly turn'd againe 
Vntothe priſon, where her heart did thrall remaine. 


2 
There all her ſubtill ners th; did vofold, 

And all the engins of her wit diſplay ; 

In which ſhe meanthim wareleſlc to enfold, 

And of his innocence to make her prafy- 

So cunningly ſhe wrought her crafts a 4 

That both her Lady, and her ſelfe withall, 

And ekethe knightatronce ſhe did betray : 

But moſt the knight, whom ſhe with gualefull call 
Did caſt for to allure, into her trap to fall. 


As a bad Nurſe, which "8. to receiue 
In her owne mouth the food, meant for her child, 
Wuhholdcs itto herſelfe and doth deceiue 
The infant, ſo for want of nour'tureſpoyld : 
Fuen fo Clarinda her owne Dame beguil'd, 
And turn'd the truſt, which was in her affide, 
To feeding of herpriuate fire, which boyld 
Her inward breaſt, and in her entrayles fryde, 
The more that ſhe it ſought to couer and to hide. 


— , 


54 

For,comming to this knight, ſhe purpoſe t 
How earneſt ſuit ſhe eartforhimn had 
Vato her Queene, his freedome to haue gaynied; 
But by no meanes could her thereto : 
But that in ſteade thereof, ſhe ternely bade 
His miſery to be au ted more, 
And many iron bands on him to lade. 
All which nath'lefle ſhe for his loue forbore : 


So praying him t'accept her ſeruice euermore, 


5 
And more then that, ſhe REL that ſhe would, 
In caſe ſhe might finde fauour in his eye, 
Deuite how to inlarge him out of holde. 
The Fairy glad to gaine his liberty, 
Can yeeld great thankes for ſuch her curtefie; 
And with faire words (fit forthe time and place) 
To feed the humout of her malady, 
Promiſt, if ſhe would free him from that caſe, 
He would by all good means he might, deſerueſuch grace, 
6 


5 
Sodaily he faire ſemblant did her ſhew , 
Yet neuer meant he ia his noble mind, 
To his owne abſent Loue to be vntrew : 
Ne euer did deceitful Clarind' finde 
In her falſe heart, his bondage to vabinde; 
Butrather how ſhe mote him faſter rye. 
Therefore vnto her miſtreſſe moſt vakinde 
She daily told, her louche did defie; 
And him ſhe told, her Dame his freedome did deny. 


57 
Yet thus much friendſhip ſheto him did ſhowe, 
That his ſcarſe diet ſomewhat was amended, 
And his worke leſſened, that his loue mote growe: 
Yetto her Dame him ſtill ſhe diſcommended, 
That ſhe with him mote be the more offended. 
Thus he long while in thraldome there remayned, 
Of both beloued well, bur little frended ; 
Vatill his owne true Loue his freedome gayned, 
Which in an other Canto will be beſt contayned. 
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7 DJs Ome men, I wote, will deemein Arthegall 
NYE For yeelding ſo himlelfe a wretched thrall, : 
GEEZEAY To th'infolent commaund of womens will ; 
Thar all his former praiſe doth fowly ſpill, 
But he the man, thatlay or doſo dare, 
Be well aduiz'd, that he ſtand ſtedfaſt ſtil] : 
For, neuer yet was wightſo well aware, 
But heat firſt or laſt was trapt in womens ſnare. 


2 

Yet inthe ſtreightneſle of that captiue ſtate, 

This gentle knight himſclfe ſo well behaued, 

That notwithſtanding all the ſubrill bait, 

Vith which thoſe Amazons his loue ſtill craucd, 

To his owne Louc his loyalty he ſaued: 

Whoſe character 1n th'Adamantine mould 

Of his true heart ſo firmely was engraued, 

That no new loucs impreſltion euer could 
Bereaue it thence: ſuch blot his honour blemith ſhould, 


Yethis owne Love, the ache Britomart, 
Scarleſo conceiued in her icalous thought, 
What time {ad tydings of his balefull imart 
In womans bondage, Talws to her brought; 
Broupht in vntimely houre, ere it was ſought. 
For, afterthatthe vumoſt date, aflynde 
For his returne, ſhe waited had for nought, 
She gan to caſt in her miſdoubtfull minde 
A thouſand feares, that loue-ſicke fancies faine to finde. 


4 

Sometime ſhe feared, leaſt lome hard mi 

Had him misfalne in his aducntrous queſt; 

Sometimelcaſt his falſe foe did him entrap 

In traytrous trayne, or had yowares oppreſt : 

But moſt ſhe did her troubled minde moleſt, 

And ſecretly afth& with icalous feare, 

Leaſt ſomenew loue had hitn for herpoſleſt; 

Yetloth ſhe was, finceſhe no il] did heare, 
Tothinke of him ſoill : yet could ſhe not forbeare. 
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Talus brings newes to Britomart, t/ 
of _Arthegals miſhap: 

She goes to ſeek him, Dolon meets, 
IWho ſeekes her to entrap. 
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One while ſhe blam'd her cbs ; another while 
She him condemn'd, as truſtlefle and vntrew : 
And then, her griefe with errour to beguile |} 
She fayn'd to countthe time againe anew, 
As it before ſhe had not counted trew. 
For houres, but dayes; for weckes that paſled were, 


She tolde but moneths,to makethem ſceme morefewe : 


Yerwhen the reckoned them, ſtill drawing neare, 
Each hour did ſeem a moneth, & euery moneth a yeere. 


But when as yet ſhe ſawe him not returne, 

She thoughtto ſend ſome one to ſeek him out ; 
Burt none ſhe found [o fit to (crue that turne, 
As hcr owne ſclfe, to eaſe hcr {clfc of doubr. 
Now ſhe deuiz'd amonglt the warlike rout 
Of errant Knights, to (ceke her errant knight 
And then agaereloly'd to hunt him out 
Amoneſtlooſe Ladies, lappedin delight : 

And then both Knights cnuide, and Lb 


7 
One day, when as ſhe long had ſoughtfor eaſe 
In euery place, and cuery place thought beſt, 
Yet found no place, that could her hking pleaſe, 
Sheto a window came, that opencd Weſt 
Towards which coaſt her Leuc his way addreſt, 
There looking forth, ſhe in herheart did find 
Many vaine fancies, working her vnreſt ; 
And fent her winged thoughts, more ſwiftthen winde, 
To beare vnto her Loue the meſſage of her minde. 
8 


There as ſhe looked long, at laſt ſhe ſpide 
One commung towards her with haſty ſpeede : 
Well weend ſhe then, ere him ſhe plane deſcride , 
That it was one ent fromher Loue indeed. 
Who when he nigh A ar ſhe mote arede 
Thatit was Talws, Arthegall his groome; 
Whereat her heart was 61, with hope and drede; 
Ne would ſhe ſtay, till he in place could come, 


But rag to mect him forth, to knowe his tydings ſomme. 
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Euen inthe dore him meeting, ſhe begun; 
And where 1s he thy Lord, and how farre hence ? 
Declare atronce; and hath heloſt or wun ? 
Theyron man, albe he wanted ſenſe 
Andorrowes fecling, yetwith conſcience 
Of his ill newes, if ioly chill and quake, 
And ſtood ſtill mute, as one in greatſulpence, 
As if that by his filence he would make 
Her rather wo his meaning, then him ſelfe it ſpake. 


10 
Till ſhe againe thus ſayd; Tains be bold, 
And tellwhat-euer it be,good or bad, 
Thatfrom thy tongue thy hearts intent doth hold. 
To whom he thus at length; Thet dings lad, 
That I would hide, will needs, I ſee be rad. 
My Lord (your Loue) by hard mishapdoth lie 
Inwietched bondage, wofully beſtad. 
Ay me, quoth ſhe, what wickeddeſtiny? 
And is he yanquiſhe by his tyrant enemy ? 


IL 
Not by that Tyrant, his intended foe; 
But by a Tyranneſle, he then replide, 
That Lim captiuedhathin ha lefſe woe. 
Ceaſe thou bad newes-man: badly doeſt thou hide 
Thy Maſters ſhame, in harlots bondage tide. 
The reſtmy ſeltetoo readily can _ 
With thar, in rage ſheturn'd fromhim aſide 
(Forcing in vaine thereſt to herto tell) 
And to her chamber wear like {olutary Cell. 


12 

There ſhe began to makeher movefull plaint 

Againſt her Knight, for being ſo vntrew ; 

And him to TEL. with falſhoods fowle attainr, 

That all his other honor ouerthrew. 

Okt did ſhe blame her (elfe, and often rew, 

For ycelding to a ſtrangers loue lo light, 

Whoſe life and manners {trange ſhe neuer kner 3 

And cuermore ſhedid him ſharpely twight 
For breach of faith to her, au \bry Dant't plight. 


I 
And then ſhe in her wrathfull will did caſt, 

How to renengethat blot of honour blent; 
To fight wich Lan,and oodly dic her laſt: 
And then againe ſhe did her ſclterorment, 
Inflicting on her ſelfe his puniſhment. 
A while the walkt, and chauft ; awhile ſhe threw 
Her ſelfc vppon her bed, and didlament : 
Yerdid ſhe not lament with loud alew, 


As women wont, but with deepe fighes, and fingults few. 


14 
Like as a wayward childe, whoſe ſounderfleepe 
Is broken with ſome fearefull dreames affright, 
With froward will doth ſet himſelfe to weepe 3 
Ne can be ſtild for all his nurſes might, 
But kicks, and {quals, and ſhriekes torfelldeſpight : 
Now ſcratching her, and her looſe locks muſuſing; 
Now ſeeking darkneſle, and nowſeeking light; 
Then crauing {ucke, andthentheſuckerefuling; 
Such was this Ladies fit, in her Loues fond accuſing, 


I 
But when ſhe hadwidfochw jet fits 
Her ſelfe there cloſe aſflited long in vaine, 
Yertfound no eaſement in her troubled wits, 
She vnto Talws forth return'd againe, 
By change of place ſecking to caſe her paine ; 
And gan cnquire of him, with mylder mood, 
The certaine cauſe of Arthegells detaine : 
And whathe did, and in what ſtate he ſtood, 
And whether he did woo, or whether he were woo'd. 


16, 

Ah weal-away ! {ayd then. the iron man, 
That he is not the while in ſtate to woo 3 
Bur lies in wretched thraldome, weake and wan, 
Not by ſtrong hand compelled thereunto, 
— = _ ny" none ae. now 

ayd I notthen, c, erc-while aright, 

Thatthis is thin eee ——E, 
Merto decciue o farh voto meplight, 

Since that he was not forc't, nox oucrcomein fight 2 


17 
With that, he gan atlargeto her dilate 
The whole diſcourſe of his captiuance ſad, 
In ſort as ye hauc heard the ſame of late. 
All which, when ſhe with hard endurancehad 
Heard to the end, ſhe was rightſore beſtad, 
With ſodaine ſtounds of wrath and griefe artane : 
Ne would abide,ull ſhe had aunſwere made; 
Bur ſtreighs her ſelfe did dight,and armor don; 
And mounting to her ſteede, bad Talas guide her 0n. 
18 


So forth ſhe rode ypon herready way; _ | 
To ſceke her Knight, as Talws her did guide 3 
Sadly ſhe rode, and ncuer word did (ay, 
Nor good nor bad, ne cuer lookt afide, 
But ſtillright dowae, and in her hr did hide 
The felnelle of her heart, rightfully 
To fierce auengement of that womanspride, 
Which had her Lord ia her baſepriſonpent, 

And ſo great honour with ſo fowlereproach had ler. 


I 

_ Gnemen pe keddrde, 

awing the cud of griefe and inwardpaine, 
She yrs. to —— toward the eucn-ude 
A Knight, that ſoftly paſed on the Plaine, 
Asif him (elfeto folacehe were faine., 
Well ſhotin yeares he ſeen'd, and rather bent 
To peace, then needlefſe trouble to conſtraine, 
As well by view of that his veſtiment, 

As by lus modeſt ſemblant, thatno cuill ment. 
20 . 

He,comming neere, her ſalute. . 
YE. eo moſt comely wizez 
Who though defirous rather to reſt mute, 
Then tearms to enterrtaine of common guize, 

Yet rather then ſhe kindnefſe would 

She would herſelfe diſplcaſe, ſo himrequite. 

Then gan the other further to deuize 

Of things abroad, as next to hand did light,  - 
And many things demand, to which ſhe —_— 


272 THE FIFT BOOKE OF Cant V 1. 


—— 


21 

For, little luſt had ſhe to talke of ought, 
Or ought to heare, that mote delightful bee 3 
Her nunde was whole poſlefſed of one thought, 
That gaue none other place. Which when as hee 
BY outward fignes (as well he might)did ſee, 

cliſtnolenger to vc loathfullipeach, 

But her beſought, to take itwell in gree, 
Sith ſhady damp had dimd the beauens reach, 


To lodge with him that night, vnle{s good caule impeach. 


22 
The Championeſle, now ſecing w_ at dore, 
Was glad to yeeld ynto his good requeſt : 
And with him went without gaine-ſaying more. 
Not farre away, bur little wide by Weſt, 
His dwelling was, to which he him addreſt ; 
Where ſoone arriuing they receiued were 
In ſeemely wife, as them beſeemed beſt: 
For, hetheir Hoſt them goodly well did cheare, 
And talk of pleaſant things, the night away to weare. 
2 


Thus paſſing th'euening well, tilltime of reſt, 
Then Britomart vnto a bowre was brought; 
Where groomes awayted herto have vndreſt. 

* Butſhene would vndreſfcd be for ought, | 
Ne doffe her armes, though he her much beſought. 
For ſhe had vow'd, ſhe ſayd, notto forgoe 
Thoſe warlike weeds, till ſhe reuenge had wrought 
Of alate wrong vpon a morrallfoe ; 


Which ſhe would {ureperforme, betide her weale or woe. 


24 

Which when her Hoſt perceiu'd, right diſcontent 

In minde he grew, for feare leaſtbythat art 

He ſhould his purpoſe miſfe, which cloſe he ment: 

Yettaking leave of her, he did depart. 

There all that night remained Britomant, 

Reſtleſle, recomfortleſle, with heart dcepe grieucd, 

Notſuffring the leaſt wwinkling fleep to ſtart 

Into her eye, which th'heart mote have relicued; 
But if the leaſt appear'd, her cyes ſhe ſtreight repricued. 


25 
Ye guilty eyes, ſayd ſhe, the which with guile 
My hk berrayd, will ye betray 
My life now to, for which alittle while 
Yewil not watch ? falfe watches, weal-away, 
I wote when ye did watch both night and day 
Vato yourloffe : and now needs will ye flcep ? 
Now ye haue made my heartto wake alway, 
Now willye ſleepe ? ah! wake, and father weepe, 


To thinke of your nights want, thatſhould ye waking keep. 
6 


2 

Thus did ſhe watch, and weare the weary night 
In waylfullplaints, that none was to appeaſe 3 
Now walking ſoft, now fitting ſtill ypright, 


As ſundry her ſeemed beſt ta calc, 
Neleflc As A ſuffer ficepe to ſeaze 
His eyc-lidsfad, but watchtcontinuaNMly, 
Lying AY dore in great diſcafe; 
ike to.2 ſpaniellwayrting carefulty 
Leaſt any ſhould betray his Lady treacherouſly. 


27 
What time the native Bel-man of the night, 
The bird that warned Peter of his fall, 
Firſt rings his filuer bell t'each ſleepy wight, 
That ſhould their minds vp to deuotion call, 
She heard a wondrous noiſe belowe the hall. 
All ſodainely the bed, where ſhe ſhould lie, 
By a falſe trap was let adowne to full 
Into a Jower roome, and by and by 
The loftwas rayſd againe, thatno man could it ſpie. 


28 
With ſight whereof ſhe was diſmayd rightſore, 
Percceiuing well the treaſon, which was ment : 
Yet ſtirrednot at all for doubt of more, 
But kepther place with courage confident, 
Wayring what would enſue of that euent. 
It was not long, before ſhe heard the ſound 
Of armed men, comming with cloſe intent 
Towards her chamber; at which dreadfull tound 
She quickly caught her ſword, & ſhield abouther bound, 


2 

With that, there came vnto her chamber dore 
Two Knights,all armed ready forto fight; 
And after them full many other more, 
A raſcall rout, with weapons rudely dight. 
Whom ſoone as Tale ſpide by glimſe of night, 
He ſtarted vp, there where on ground he lay, 
And in his hand his threſher ready keight. 
They, ſecing that, letdriueathim ſtreight way, 

And round about him preace inriotous array. 


fe) 

But ſoone as he began to lay about 
With his rude iron flaile, they ganto fly, 
Both armed Knights, and cke comer; NN 
Yet Talus after them apace did ply, 
Where-cuerin the darke he could them fpy ; 
That here and there like ſcattered ſheep lay. 
Then backe returning, where his Dame did lie, 
Heto her toldg the ſtory of that fray, 

Andall that treaſon there 1ntended Jig] bewray, 


1 
Wherewith though dads wroth, and inly burning 
To be auenged for ſo fowle a deede, 
Yet being forc't t'abide the dayes returning, 
She thereremain'd, but with right wary heed, 
Leaſt any more ſuch praCtice ſhouldproceed. 
Now mote ye knowe (thatwhichto Britomart 
Vnknowen was) whence allthis did proceed: 
And for what cauſe ſo great miſchicuous ſmart 
Was meantto her, that neuer cuill meant in heart. 


2 
The goodman of this houſe was Dolon hight, 
A man of ſubtill wit and wicked minde, 
That whilome in his youth had been a knight, 
And armes bad borne, butlittle good could finde, 
And much lefle honour by that warlike kinde 
Of life : for, he was ncthing valorous, 
Bur with flic ſhifts and wiles did vaderminde 
All noble knights, which were aduenturous, 
And many brought to ſhame by treaſon treacherous. "= 
| c 
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He had three ſonnes, all FR like fathers ſonnes, 
Like treacherous, like full of fraud and guile, 
Of all that on this earthly compals wonnes : 
Theeldeſt of the which was ſlune ercwhile 
By Arthegall, through his owne guilry wile; 
His name was GwiJor : whole yatumely fate 
For to auenge, full many treaſons vile 
His father Dolon had deuiz'd of late 
With theſe his wicked ſons, and ſhewd his cancred hate. 


4 

For ſurc he weend , that thishis preſent gueſt 

Was Arthegall,by many tokens plaine; 

But chiefly by that yron page he gheſt, 

Wh: -!; till was wont with Arthegall remaine 3 

Ali, .aerefore meant him lurely to haue flaine. 

But by Gods grace, and her good heedinefle, 

She was preſcrued from that traytrous traine. 

Thus ſhe all night wore out in watchfulnefle, 
Neluftred lothfull leepe her eye-lids to oppreſle, 


The morrow next, {o "RS... dawning houre 
Diſcouered had the lghtro huing eye, 
She forth iflew'd our of her loathed bowre, 
With full intent r'auenge that villanie, 
On that vile man, and all his family. 
And comming downe to ſecke them, where they wond, 
Nor fire, nor ſonnes, nor any could ſhe pie : 
Each rowme ſhe ſought, but them all empty fond : 
They all were fled for feare; but whether,neither kond. 
6 
Sheſaw it vaine to make das lenger ſtay, 
But tooke her ſteed ; and thereon mounting light, 
Gan her addrefle vnto her tormer way. 
She had not 1d the mountenance of a flight, 
Tut that ſhe ſawe, there preſent 1n her ſight, 
Thole two falſe brethren, on that perilous Bridge, 
On which Pollente with Arthegall did fight. 
Streight was the paſſage like a ploughed ridge, 
That it two met, the one mote needs fall ouer the lidge. 


7 
There they did thinke ham lelues on her to wreake : 
Who as ſhe nigh vnto them drewe, the one 
Theſe vile reproches gan vnto her ſpeake ; 
Thou recreant falſe traytour, that with lone 
Of armes haſt knighthood ſtolne, yet Knight art none, 
No more ſhall now the darknefle of the night 
Defend thee from the vengeance of thy fone ; 
But with thy bloud thou ſhalt appeaſe the ſpright 
Of Guizor, by thee flaine, and murdred bythy (light. 
8 


Strange were the words in Jeleemeres care ; 
Yer ſtayd ſhe not for them, but forward fared, 
Till ro the perillous bridge ſhe came : and there 
Talws defir'd,that he might haue prepared 
The way to her, andthole two loſels ſcared. 
But ſhe thereat was wroth, that for deſpight 
The glauncing ſparkles through her beuer glared, 
And from her eyes did flaſh our fiery light, 
Like coales, that through a filuer Cenler ſparkle bright. 


She ſtayd not to aduize which way to take ; 
Bur putting ſpurres vato her fiery beaſt, 
Thorough the midſt of them ſhe way did make. 
The one of them, which moſt her wrath increaſt, 
Vpon her ſpeare ſhe bore before her breaſt, 
T1l to the Bridges further cad ſhe paſt; 
Wherefalling downe, his challenge he releaſt ; 
The other ouer fide the Bridge ſhe caſt 

Into the Riuer, where he drunk his deadly laſt. 


40 

As when the flaſhing Leuin haps to light 

Vpon two ſtubborne oakes, which ſtand fo neare, 

That way betwixt them none appeares in fight; 

The Eng1n, fiercely flying forth, doth teare 

Th'one from the earth, and through the aire doth beare; 

The other it with force doth ouerthrowe, 

Vpon one fide, and from his rootes doth reare: 

So did the Championeſle thoſe two there ſtrowe, 
And to their fire ther carcaſles left ro beſtowe. 
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Canto VII. 


Britomart come to Iſis Church, Yes 


Where ſhe ſtrange viſions ſees : 
She fights with Radigund 7 


SR And Arthegall thence frees, 
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Z Ought is on earth moreſacred or diuine, The Championeſle,them greeting, as ſhecould, 

115: That gods and men doe equally adore, Was thence by them into the Temple led; 
/221/ The this ſame vertue,that doth right define: = Whoſe goodly building when ſhe did bcholde, 

{V"114 For th'hevEstheſelues,whece mortal mExmplor Borne vpon ſtately Pillors,all difipred 

Right in their wro6gs,arerul'd by G_—_ ore With ſhining golde, andarched ouer-head, 


cedeals She wondred atthe workmans paſbog skill, 
Whoſe like before ſhe neuer law nor red ; 


Therewith containes hishcaucnly Common-weale ; And thereupon long while ſtood gazing ſtill, 
The $skill whereof to Princes hearts he doth reueale. Butthought that ſhe thereon could neuer gaze her fill, 
6 


2 
Well therefore did the antique world inuent, 
Thar Iuſtice was a god of ſoueraigne grace, 
And altars vnto him, and teryples lent, 
And heauenly honors in the higheſtplace; 
Calling him great Oſyrs, of the race 


Thence, forth vnto the [doll they her brought, 
The which was framed all of filuerfine, 
So well as could with cunning hand be wrought, 
Andclothed all in garments made of line, 
Hemd allabour with fringeof filuer twine. 


Of th'old ZXgyptian Kings, that whilomewere 3 Vpon her head ſheworea crowne of gold, 


With fayned colours ſhading atrue calc : 
For, that Ofyris, whaleſt he hued here, 
Theiuſteſt man aliue, and trueſt did appeare. 


His wife was Iſs, whom he likewiſe made 
A goddelle of great power and ſoucrainty, 
Andinher ofa —y did ſhade 
Thar partof Iuſtice, which 1s Equity, 
Whereof I haue to treat here preſently. 
Vato whoſe temple when as Britomart 
Arriucd, ſhee with great humility 
Did enter in, ne would thatnight depart; 

But Tal#s mote not be admitted to her part. 


4 
There ſhe receiued was in goodly wize 
Of many Prieſts, which duely did attend 
Vpon therites and daily ſacrifice, 
ali clad in linnen robes with filuer hemd ; 


To ſhowethatſhe had powre1n things diuine; 
And at her feete a Crocodile wasrold, 


That with her wreathed taile her middle did enfold. 


7 
One foote was ſet ypon the Cracodile, 
And on the ground the other faſt did ſtand, 
So — to ſuppreſle both forged guile, 
And open force : and in her other han 
She ſtretched fortha long whiteſlender wand. 
Such was the goddefſe; whom when Britomart 
Hadlong beheld, her ſelfe vpon the land 
She did proſtrate, and with right humble heart 
Vato her elfe her ſilent prayers did impart. 
8 


To which, the [doll as it were inclining, 
Her wand did moue, with amiablelooke, 
By outward ſhew her inward ſenſe defining. 
Who, well perceiuing, how her wand ſhefhooke, 


And ontheir hcads with long locks comely kemd It as a token of good fortune tooke. 


They worerich Mitres ſhaped like the Moone, 
Toſhew that 16s doth the Moone portend + 
Like as Oſyris fignifies the Sunne, 

For that they both likerace in equall iuſtice runne. 


\ 


By this, the day with dampe was ouer-caſt, 

And ioyous lightthe houle of Towne forſooke : 

Which when ſhe ſawe, her helmer ſhe valac't, 
And by the Altars fide her ſelfe to lumberplac't. 


For 
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For, other beds the Prieſts . oh vſed none, 
But on their mother Earths deare Jap did lye, 
And bake their fides vpon the cold hard ſtone, 
T'cnvre themlclues ro ſufferancethereby ; 
And proud rebellious fleſh to mortihe. 
For, by the vow af their religion, 
They tied were to ſtedfaſt chaſtitie, 
And continence of life; that, all forgon, 
They motethe better tend to their deuotion. 


10 
Therefore they mote not taſte of fleſhly food, 
Ne feed on ought the which doth bloud containe, 
Ne drinke of wine : for, wine, they ſay, is blood; 
Euen the bloud of Giants, which were ſlaine 
By thundring Towe in the Phlegrean Plaine. 
For which the carth (as they the ſtory tell) 
Wroth with the Gods, which to perpetual] paine 


With inward gricte and malice did againſtthem fwell. 


Il 

And of their vitall bloud, the which was ſhed 

Into her pregnant boſome, forth ſhe brought 

The fruitfull Vine ; whoſe liquor bloudy red, 

Hauing the minds of men with fury fraught, 

Mote 1n them ſtirre vp old rebellious thought, 

To make new warre againſt the Gods againe 2  : | 

Such is the powre of that ſame fruit, that noughe- + 

The tell contagion may thereof reſtraine 3 
Ne,withun reaſons ruleher madding mood containe.. 


12 

There, did the war-like Maid her ſelfe repoſe, 
Vnder the wings of Ifes all that night 3 
And with ſweet reſt her heauy eyes did cloſe, 
After that long daies toile and w lighs,- 
Where, whil'it her earthly parts with ſott delight; ' 
Of (enſelefle lecpe did deeply drowned lie, 
There did appeare ynto her heauenly ſpright 
A wondrous viſion, which did cloſe imply 

The courlc of all her fortune and poſteritic. 


I 
Her ſeem'd, as ſheewas Fe acrifize 
To Ifss, deckt with Mitre on her head, 
And linnen ſtole, after thoſe Prieſtes guize, 
All ſuddainly ſhe ſaw transfigured 
Her linnen itole to robe of Scarletred, 
And Moone-like Mitre to a Crowne of gold; 
That cuen ſhe her ſelfe much wondered 
Artſuch a change, and ioyedto bebold 
Her (elfe, adorn'd with gems and icwels manifold. 


I 
And in the midſt of her Rickey, 
An hideous tempeſt ſeemed from belowe, 
Toriſe throughallthe Temple ſuddainly, 
That from the Altar all about did blowe 
The holy fire, and allthe embers ſtrowe 
Vpon the ground: which,kindled priuily, 
Into outrageous flames yawares did growe, 
Tharall the Temple putin icopardy 
Of flaming, and her [ele in great perplexity. 


Had damn'd her ſonnes, which gainſt them did rebell, 


I 

With that, the Crocodile, which fleeping lay 

Vader the Idols feetin fearele(ſe bowre, 

Seem'd to awake in horrible dilmay, 

As becing troubled with that ſtormy ſtowre ; 

And gaping greedy wide, did ſtraightdeuoure 

Both flames and tempeſt : with which growen great, 

And ſwolne with pride of his owne pecrelefie powre, 

He gan to threaten her likewiſe to cate 3 
But that the Goddeſſe with her rod him back did bear. 


16 

Tho, turning all his pride to humbleſſe mecke, 

Himlelfe before herfeer he lowely threw, 

And gan for grace and loue of her to ſeeke : 

Which the accepting, he ſo neereher drow, 

That of his game ſhee ſoone enwombed grew, 

And forth did bring a Lion of great might, 

That ſhortly did all other bealfs ſubdew. 

With that, ſhe waked, full of fearefull fright, 
Anddoubtfully diſmaid through that fo yacouth fight. 


17 | 
So, there-vpon long while ſhe muling lay, 
Wrth thouſand hrs feedi Jr" HOY 
Vnrill ſheſpide the lampe of ligkefoene day, 
Vp-hifted in theporche of heauen he. - 
Then vp ſhe role twith melancholy, 
And forth into the lower did paſs; 
Where-as the Prieſtes ſhe found full bufil 
About their holy things for morrow Mats : 
Whom ſhefaluting faire, faire refaluted was. 


18 

But A the change of her vnchearefull looke, 
They might percciuc ſhe wasnot well in plight; 
Or that ſome penſiueneſle to hart ſhe rooke. 
Therefore thus one of them (who ſeem'd in fight 
To bethe greateſt, and the graneſt wight) 
To her beſpake; Sir Knight, it ſcemes tome, 
That thorough cuill reſt of this laſt night, 
Or ill apaid, or much difmaid ye bee, 

That by your change of cheare is caſie forto ſee. 


I 
Cerres, ſaid ſhe, fith ye fo well haue ſpide 
The troublous paſſion of my pentiue mind, 
I will notſceke he ſame from youto hide, 
But will my cares vnfold, in hope to find 
Your ayde, to = re out of errour blind, 
Say on, _ e, the ſeeretof your hart : 
For, by the holy vow which me doth bind, 
I am adiur'd, beſt counſell ro impatr 
To all, thatſtmll requiremy comfort in their ſmart. 


20 
Then gan ſhee to declarethe whole diſcourſe 
Of all that viſion which to her appear'd, 
As well as to her nundeit had recourſe. 
All which whea he vnto the end had heard, 
Like to a weake faint-harred man he fared, 
Through grear aſtoniſhment ofthar ſtrange fight; 
And with long locks vp-ſtandiog, ſtifiy ftared, 
Like one adawed rs Ar dreadfull ſpright: 
So, fild with keayenly fury, thus he her behight. 
Bb. Magnifick 
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21 
Magnifick Virgin, that in queint diſguiſe 
Of Britiſh >. dooſt Broke re. nl blood, 
So to purſue a perillous emprize, 
How could'ſ thou weene, through that diſguiſed hood, 
To hide thy ſtate from beeing vnderſtood ? 
Canfrom th'immorrall Gods oughthidden bee ? 
They doe thy linage, and thy Lordly brood ; 
They doe thy Sire, lamenting ſore tor thee ; 
, They doe thy Louegorlorne in womens thraldom ſee. 


22 
The end whereof, and all the long cuent, 
They doecto thee in this ſame dreame diſcouer. 
| For, thatſame Crocodile doth repreſent 
The righteous Knight, thatis thy faithfull Louer, 
Like to Ofyrs 1n all 1ſt endeuer. 
For, that ſame Crocodile OfFrs is, 
That vnder Iſs feet doth fleepe for euer : 
To ſhew that clemence oft,in things amils, 
Reſtraines thole ſterne behgſts, & cruell doomes of his. 


2 
Thar Knight ſhall all the he. +8 ſtormes aſſwage, 
And raging flames, that many foes ſhallreare, 
To hinder thee from the 1uſt heritage 
Ofthy Sires Crowne, and from thy Country deare, 
Then ſhalcthou take him to thy loued fere, 
And ioyne in equall portion of thy Realme: 
And afterwards, aſonneto him ſhalt beare, 
That Lion-like ſhall ſhew his powreextreame. 
So bleſſe thee God, and giue thee ioyance of thy dreame. 


24 

All whichwhen ſhe vnto the end had heard, 
She much was cafed in her troublous thought, 
And on thoſe Prieſts beſtowed rich reward : 
And royall gifts of __ and filuer wrought, 
She for a preſentto their Goddeſle brought. 
Then taking leaue of them, the forward went, 
To lecke her Loue, where he was to be ſought; 
Ne reſted till ſhe came without relent 

Yato theland of Amazons, as ſhe was bent. 


25 
Whereof when newes to Radigwnd was brought, 
Not with amaze, as women wonted bee, 
She was confuſed in her troublous _ 
But fild with courage and with 1oyous gice, 
As glad to hcare of armes,the which now ſhe 
Had lovg ſurceaſt, ſhebade to open bold, 
That ſhe theface ofhernew foc rught (ce. 
But when they of thatiron man had told, 
Which latc her folke had flaine,ſhee badethe forth to hold. 


26 

So, there withoutthe gate (as ſeemed beſt) 
She cauſed her Pawilion be pight ; 
In which, ſtout Zritomart herſelfe did reſt, 
Whiles Talus watched at the doreall night. 
All vight likewiſe, they ofthe towne in wright, 
Vpon their wall good watch and ward did keepe. 
The morow next, ſo lagne a3dawning light 
Badedo away the dampe of drouzieleepe, 

The war-like Amazon out of her bowre did peepe; 


27 
And cauſed ſtraight a Trumpet loud to ſhrill, 
To warne her foe to battei] foone beprelt: 
Who,long before awoke (for the full ill 
Couldſlcepe all night, that wn vnquier breſt 
Dil cloſely harbour fuch a jealous gueſt) 
Was tothe battell whilome ready dight. 
Eftſoones that w:rrioureſle with haughty creſt 
Did forth iſſue, all ready tor the fight : 
Oa th'other fide her toe appeared ſoone in fight. 
28 


But ere they reared hand, the Amazone 
Began the ſtraight conditions to propound, 
With which ſhe vicd ſtill ro rye her fone; 
To lerue her fo, as ſhe the reſt bad bound. 
Which when the other heard, ſhe ſternely frownd 
For high diſdaine of ſuch indignity, 
And would no lengertreat, butbadethem found. 
For, her no other tcarmes ſhould ever tic 

Then what preſcribed were by lawes of Cheualric. 


2 
The Trumpets ſound,and they together run 
With greedy rage, and with their faulchins ſmote ; 
Neecither fought the others ſtrokes to ſhun, 
Bur through great furie both their skill forgor, 
And pra&ticke ve in armes : ne ſpared not 
Their dainty parts, which Nature had created 
So faire and tender, without ſtaine or ſpot, 
For other vſes then them tranſlated ; 
Which they now hackt & hew'd, as if ſuch vſc they hated, 


fo) 
As when a Tigreand a Lioreſle 
Are met atipoyling of ſome hungry pray, 
Both challenge it with equal! ww. / 5-4 
But firſt the gre clawes thereon di4 lay; 
And therefore Joth to jooſe her right away, 
Doth in defence thereof full tourly ſtond : 
To which the Lion ly doth gaine-ſay, 
That ſheto hunt ror Efirocke inhond; 
And therefore ought it haue, where cur ſhe it fond. 


I 

Full fiercely layd the Antoni abonr, 

And dealt her blowes vnmercifully ſore : 

Which Britomert withſtood with courage ſtout, 

And them repaid againe with double more. 

So long they Cogks, that all the graffic flore 

Was 6f2 with bloud, which from their fides did lowe, 

And guſhed throughtherr armes,thar allin gore 

They trode, and on I—_ their lives <4 ftrowe, 
Like fruitleſle ſeed, of which yntimely death ſhould growe. 


2 

Atlaſt, proud Radiound with fell defpight, 
Hauing by chaunce eſpide advantage neare, 
Letdriue ather with all her dreadfull might, 
And thus vpbrayding, faid; This token beare 
Vnto the man whomthon dooſt Joue lo-deare; 
And tell him for his ſake thy liferhou gaueſt. 
Which ſpightfull words ſhe, fore engneu'd to heare, 
Thus an{wer'd; Lewdly thon my Loue depraueſt, 

Who ſhortly muſt repent that now foryaincly braueſt, 

Nath'leſſe, 
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Nath'leſle, that ſtroke ſo = _ found, 
That glauncing on her ſhoulder plate, it bir 
Vnto the bone, and made a priefly wound, 
That ſhe her ſhicld through raging ſmart of it 
Could ſcarce yphold; yet loone ſhe it requit. 
For, hauing force increaſt through furious paine, 
She her ſo rudely on the helmet {mit, 

That it empierced tothe very braine, 


And her proud pcrſon lowe proſtrated on the Plaine. 


4 
Where beein g layd, the a Britonneſle 
Stayd not till ſhe came to her ſelfe againe, 
But in reuenge both of her Loucs diſtreſle, 
And her late vile reproche, though vaunted vaine, 
And alſo of her wound, which fore did paine, 
She with one ſtroke both head and helmet cleft. 


Which dreadfull fight,when all her war-like traine 


There preſent ſaw, each one (of ſenſe bereft) 
Fled faſt into the towne, and herlole Vitor lett. 


5 
But yet, ſofaſt they could KR homeretrate, 
Bur that ſwift Talus did the formoſt win 3 
Andpreſling through the preace vnto the gate, 
Pelmell with them atronce did enter in. 
There then a pittious laughter did begin : 
For, all that euer came akin his _ 
He with his iron flaile did threſh ſo thing 
That he no worke at all left for the Leach : 


Liketo an hideous ſtorme, which nothing may empeach. 
6 


3 
And now by this, the noble Conquereſle 
Herſelfe came in, her glory to partake; 


V Vhere though revengetull vow ſhe did profeſle, 


Yetwhen ſhe ſaw the heapes which he did make, 
Of llaughtred carcaſles, = hart did quake 
For very ruth, which did italmoſtriue, 
That ſhe his fury willed him to flake: 
For, elſc he ſure had leftnot one aliue; 
Bur all in his reuenge of ſpirit would deprive. 


7 
Tho, when ſhe had his _—— ſaid, 
She for that iron priſon did enquire, 
In which her wretched Loue was captiue layd : 
Which breaking open with indignantire, 
Sheentred in to all the parts entite. 
VVhere when ſhe {aw that lothly vncouth fight, 
Of _ diſguiz'd in _—_— _— . 
Her dpe, for very de pight 
Oflo mot Rk in milery miltight. - 
8 
Atlaſt, when-as to her SOT. Loue ſhe came; 
Whom like diſguize no lefſe deformed had, 
Arfight - pm _ abaſht with ſecrete ſhame, 
She rurnd her head afide, as nothing glad, 
To haue beheld a ſpeRtacle ſolad : 
And then too well belicu'd, that which to-fore 
lealous ſuſpeCt as true vntruely drad. 
Which vaine conceitnow nounſhing no more, 


She ſought with ruth to (aluc his ſad misfortunes ſore. 


UMI 


Not ſo great wonder and I . I ER 
Did the moſt chaſte Penelope pelleſle, 
Toſee her Lord, that was reported drent, 
And dead long ſince in dolorous diſtreſle, 
Come home to her in pittious wretchedneſle, 
After long trauell of full twenty yeares, 
That ro, _ not his fauours likelineſle, 
For many ſcarres, and many hoary haires: 
But ſtood long ſtaring on him, mongft vncertaine feares. 


2 k 
Ah! my deare Lord, what Gohr is this,quoth ſhe, 
What May-game hath musfortune made of you ? 
Where is that dreadfull manly looke ? where 
Thole mighty palmes, the which ye wont t'embrew 
In bloud of Kings, and great hoaſts to ſubdew ? 
Could ought on carth ſo wondrous change haue 
As to haue robd you of that manly hew > (wrought, 
Could o great courage ſtooped haue to ought ? 
Then farewell fleſhly force; I ſee thy pride is nought. 


41 
Thence, forth ſhe ſtraight into a bowre him brought, 
And caus'd him thoſe vacomely weedes vndight ; 
And in their ſteede for other rayment ſought, 
Whereof there was great ſtore, and armours bright, 
Which had been ret from many a noble Knight; 
Whom that proud Amazon ſubdewed had, 
Whal'ſt Fortune fauour'd her ſuccefſein fight: 
In which when-as ſhe him anew had clad, 
She wasreviu'd, and ioy'd much in his ſemblance glad. 


42 
So, there awhile they afterwards remained, 
Him to refreſh, and her late wounds to heale : 
During which ſpace ſhe there as Princeſs raigned, 
And changing all that forme of common weale, 
The liberry of women did repeale, 
Which they had long vſurprt ; and them reſtorieg 
To mens ſubieCtion, did true Tuſtice deale : 
That all they, as a Goddefle her — 
Her wiſedome did admire,and harkned to herloring. 


4 

For, all thoſe Knights, which long in captiue ſhade 

Had ſhrowded bee, ſhe did from thraldomefrees 

And Magiſtrates of all that Citie made, 

And gaue tothem great huing andlargefee : 

And - they ſhould for cuer taithfull bee, 
Madethem tweare fealty to Arthegall. 
Who when himſelfe now wellrecur'd did fee, 
 Hepurpos'd to proceed, what-ſo befall, 
Vpon bis firſt adventure, which him forth did call. 


44 
Full ad and ſorrowfull was Britomart 
For his departure, her new cauſe of griefe; 
Yer wiſely moderated her owne (marr, 
Seeing his honour, which the tendred chicfe; 
Conſiſted much in that adventures priefe. 
The care whereof, and of his $ieceſſe 


% 


CT and reliefe, 

That womaniſh complaints ſhe did repreſle, 
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There ſhe continu'd for a kt 2 ſpace, 
Till through his want her woe d1d more increaſe : 
Then hoping that the change of ayre and place 
Would h_ her paine, and ſorrow ſome-whart eaſe, 
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The ſenſe of man, &all his mind polleſle, 
As beauties louely bait, that doth procure 


Q1[} Great warriours oft theirrigour to reprefſe, And cuer as ſhe rode, her cye was backward bear. 
And mighty hands forget their manlineſle; 5 

Drawne with the powre of an hart-robbing Soone aftertheſe, he ſaw another Knight, 

And wrapt in fetters ofa golden treſle, (cye, 


T1 
i 


Thatcan with meltipg pleaſance mollific 
Their hardned harts, enur'd to bloud and cruelty. 


2 
So whylome learn'd that mighty Iewiſh ſwaine, 

Each of whoſe locks did match aman in might, 

T-« ly his ſpoiles before his Lemans traine ; 

So allo did bh cat Octean Koight 

For his Loues ſake his Lions skin yndight : 

Ando did war-like Antony negle& 

The worlds whole rule, for Cleopatras ſight. 

Such wondrous powre hath wemens faire aſpeCt, 
To captiue men,and makethem all theworldreieQ. 


Yet could it notſterne Arthegall retaine, 
Nor hold from ſuite of his avowedqueſt, 
Which he had vndertaneto Gloriane ; 
Bur left his Loue (albe her ſtrongrequeſt) 
Faire Pritomart, in languor and vnreſt, 
And rode himiſelfe ypon his firſt intear: 
Ne day nor night did eucridly reſt; 
Ne wight but onely Talws with him went, 
The true guide of his way and vertuous gouernment. 


4 
So trauelling, he chaunc'tfarre off to heed 
A Damzell, flying ona palfrey faſt 
Before two Knights, that after her djd ſpeed 
With alltheir powre, and herfull hercgly chac't, 
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WES Prince Arthur, and Sir cArthegall, 

EA free Samient from feare : | 

) ef PE They ſlay the Souldan, drive his wife * 
CAdicia to deſpaire. 
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I 
Ovghtvnderheauen ſo ſtrongly doth allure Yer fled ſhe faſt, and both them farre out-went, 


She parted thence, her anguiſh to appeaſe. 
Meane-while, her noble Lord fir Arthegall 
Went on his way, ne euer howre did ceale, 
Till he redeemed had that Lady thrall : 
Thar for another Canto will more fitly fall. 
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In hopeto haue her oy*rhent at laſt : 


Carried with wings of feare, like fowle agaſt, 
With locks all looſe; and raymentall torent ; 


That after thoſe two former rodeapace, 
With ſpeare 1a reit, and pricktwith all his might; 
So ran they all, as they had been at bace, 
They becing chaſed, that did others chaſe. 
Ar length, heſawthe hindmoſt overtake 
One of thoſe two, and force him turne his face; 
How euerloth he were his way toſlake, 
Yet mote he algates now ” and an{were make. 


But th'other ſtill purſewd the fearefull Maid ; 
Who —_— him as faſt away > flic, 
Ne once for ought ber {j eſtaid, 
Till that at levprh ſhe Roper Ln *.. lpy 
Sir Arthegall, to whom ſhe ſtraight did hie 
With gladfull haſte, in hopeof humto ger 
Succour againſt her greedy enemy : 
Who,ſecing her approche, gan forward ſet 
To ſauc her from her feare, ___ from force to let, 


7 

Bur he, hike hound full greedy of his pray, 

Beeing impatient of impediment, 

Connnu'd ſtill his courſe, and by the way 

Thought with his ſpeare him quite haue over-went. 

So, both together ylike felly bent, 

Like fiercely met. But Arthegall was ſtronger, 

And berter skild in Tile and Turnament, 

And borc him quite out of his ſaddle,longer (ger. 
The two ſpears length ; ſo mulchicte oyermatcht the wron- 

And 
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And in his fall, misfortunchim miſtooke; But fith ye pleaſe, that both our blames ſhall die, 


For, on his head — he pight, 
That his owne weight, his neck nike broke, 


And lefttheredead. Meane while, the other Knight 


Defeated had the other fa quight, 
y bralt : 


Sir Arthegall, without diſcretion 

He proce Fre ns 6 
Who, ſeeing him come till ſo fiercely on, 
Againft him made againe. So both anon 


Together met, and ſtrongly cither ſtrooke 
And broke their ſpeares ; yetneither has forgon 


His horſes back, yet to & fro long ſhooke, (quooke,. 
And tottred hike two towres, which through a tewpeſt 


10 
But when againe they hadrecouered ſenſe, 


They drew their fwords, in mind to make amends 


Amends may for the treſpaſle ſoone be made, 
Sith neither 1s enda d much thereby. 

So can they both them full cath ods 
To faire accordance, and both faults to ſhade, 


And all his bowels in his Either embracing other louingly, 
Whorm leauing there inthat defpitcous plight, And fearing faith to cither on hus blade, 
He ran ſtill og, om Oy faſt Neuer thence-forthto nouriſh enmity, 
His other fellow Pagan, which before hira paſt. But cither others cauſe to maintaine mutually, 
5 
In ſtead of whom, finding there ready preſt Then Arthegall gan of the Prince enqui 


What were thoſe Knights which there on ground were 
And had recciu'd theu follics worthy hire, (layd, 


And for what cauſe they chaſed fo that Maid. 
Certes,l wote not well, the Prince then (aid; 
But by adventure found themfaringlo, 
As by the way voweetingly I ſtrayd: 
And lo, the Damzell ſelte, whence all did growe, 
Of whom we may at will the whole ———_s 
6 


1 
Then they that Damzell called to them nic, 
And asked her, what were thoſe two her fone, 


For what their ſpeares had fayld of theirpretence. From whom ſhe carſt ſo faſt away did flic; 
Which when the Damzell, who thoſe deadly ends And what was ſhe her ſelfe ſo woe begone, 
Of both her foes had ſcene, and now her friends Aud for what cauſe purſu'd of thern attone. 


For her beginning a more fearefull fray ; 
She to them runnes in haſte, and her haire rends, 
Crying to them their cruell hands to ſtay, 


Votill they both doe heare, what ſhe to them will lay. 
I 
__y ſtayd their hands, when ſhe thus ganto ſpeake ; 
A 


! gentle Knights, what meane ye thus vnwile 
Vpon your ſelues avothers wrong to wreake ? 
I am the wrongd, whom ye didenterpriſe 
Both to redreſſc, and both redreſt likewiſe : 
Witneſle the Paynims both, whom ye may ſee 


12 
Whom when they heard ſo ſay, they look about, 


To weet if it were true as ſhe had told; 


To whomſhe thus ; Then wote ye well, that 1 
Doeſerue a Queene, that notfar hence doth wone, 


A Princefle of greatpowre and maicſtic, 
Famous through all the world, and honor'd far and nie. 


7 
Her name Mercilla moſt men vſeto call; 
That is a mayden Queene of high renowne, 
For her great bounty en over all, ; 
And ſoueraine grace, with which her royall Crowne 
She doth ſupport, and ſtrongly beateth downe 
The malice of her foes, whech herenuy, 


There dead on ground. Whatdoe yethen deuiſe And at her happineſle doe fret and frowne : 
Of more reuenge ? if more, then I am hee, Yertſhe her ſcltethe more doth magnifie, 
Which wasthe roote of all: cad your reuenge on mee. And cueato her foes her merciesmultply. 


18 
Mongſt many which maligue her tate, 
There is «mighty ares hereby, 


Where, when they {aw their focs dead out.of doubt, Thatwith fell deſpight and deadly hate, 
Eftſoones they gan their wrathfull handsto hold, Scekes tolubvert her Crowne and dignity ; 
And Ventailesreare, each otherto behold. Andall his powre doth there-ynto apply: 
Tho, when as Artheyall did Arther view, And her good Knights (of which ſo braue a band 
So faire a creature, and ſo wondrous bold, Serues her, as any Princeſle vnder sky) b 
He much admired both his hart and bew, He either ſpoiles, if wr ( & I ſtand, 
And touched with intire affeCtion, nigh him drew ; Orto his part allures, and vndet hand. 
13 | 9 
Saying, fir Knight, of pardon I you pray, Ne him ſufficeth all the wrong aad ill 
That een c mart ——_ thus ſore 3 Which he vnto her —k—_ each day, 
Suffring my hand againſt my hart to ſtray : But that he ſcekes by traytrous traines to 
+ Which if ye pleaſe forgiue, I will therefore Her perſon, ahd her ſacred lelfeto fly : 
Yield for amends my lelfe yours euermore, That & yee heauens defend, and turne away 
Or what-ſo penance ſhall by you be red. From her, vnto the miſcreant humlelfe, 
To whom the Prince; Certes, me needeth more Thatneither Re nor fay, 
(ger. Tocraucthe ſame, whom crror ſo miſled, But makes his God of his yogodly pelfe, 
ng | £5thar 1did miſtake the living for the ded. And Idols ſerves; fo lethis! ſcrue the Elfe. 4 
3* () 
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20 
To all which crue!Iryranny, they ſay, 
Heis prouok't, and ſtird vp day and night 
By his bad wife, that hight Adicia, 
Who counſels him (through confidence of might) 
To breake all bonds of law, and rules of right. 
For,ſhe her ſelfe profefſeth mortall foe 
To luſtice, and againſt her ſtill doth fight, 
Work:ng to all thatloue her, deadly woe, 
And making all her Knights and people to doeſo. 
2 


I 

Which my liege Lady ſeeing, thoughtit beſt, 
With r his wife in friendly wile to deale, 
For ſtint of ſtrife, 2nd tabliſhment of reſt 
Both to her {elfe,and to her Common-weale, 
And all fore-paſt diſpleafuresto repeale. 
So mein mg ynto herſhe ſent, 
Totreat with her by way of enterdeale, 
Of finall peace and faire attonementr, 

Which mightconcluded be by mutuall conſent. 

22 

All times have wont ſafe paſſage to afford 
To meflengers, that comefor cauſesiuſt : 
But thisproud Dame, diſdayning all accord, 
Not onely into bitter tearmes forth bruſt, 
Reuiling me,and rayling as ſheluſt; 
Bur laſtly, to make proofe of vemoſt ſhame, 
Me like a dogge ſhe out of dores did thruſt, 
Miſcalling me by many a bitter name, 

That neucr did her ill, ne once deſerued blame. 


2 
Andlaſtly, that no ſhame i hr wanting be, 
When lI was gone, ſoone pn meſhelcnt 
Thele two falſe Knights, whom there ye lying ſee, 
To be by them dishonoured and ſhent : 
But tharktbe God, and _ good hardiment, 
They haue theprice of their ownefolly payd. 
So {ud this Damzell, that hight Samient 3 
And to thoſe knights, for ther ſonoble ayd, 
Her ſelfe moſt gratefull ſhew'd, & heapedthanks repaid. 


24 
But they, now hauing throughly heard and ſeene 


All thoſe _ wrongs, thewhich that maid complained 


To hauc been done againſt her Lady Queene, 
By that proud Dame, which herſo much diſdained, 
Vere moued much thereat, and twixtthem fained, 
With all their force to worke auengement ſtrong 
Vpon the Souldan ſelfe, which it maintained ; 
And on his Lady, th'author of that wrong, 

And vpon all thoſe Knightsthat did to her belong. 


25 
But,thinking beſt by counterterdiſguiſe 
To theirdeſeigneto make the eafier way, 
They did this complot rwixtthemſelues deuiſe; 
Firſt, that fir Arthegall ſhould ym Wk 
Like one of thoſe two Knights which dead there lay. 
And thenthat Damrzell, the ſad Samient, 
Should as his purchaſtprize with him conuay 
Vntothe Souldans Court, her to preſent 
Vato his ſcornefull Lady, that for her had ſent. 


"mw 
So, as they had deviz'd, fir Arthegall 
Him clad in ch'armour of a Pagan Knight, 
And taking with him, as his yanquiſhe thrall, 
That Damzcll, led her to the Souldans right. 
Where, ſoone as his proud wife ofher had fight 
(Forth of her window asſhelooking lay) 
Shee weened ſtraightit was her Paynim Knight, 
Which broughtthat Damzell, as his pur pray3 
And ſent to him a Page, thatmote direCt his way. 


27 
Who, bringing them to their appointed place, 
Offred his ſeruice to difarme the Knight ; 
But he, refufing him to let vnlace, 
For doubtro be diſcouered by his fight, 
Kept himſelfe ſtill in his ſtrange armour dight. 
Soone after whom,the Prince arriued there; 
And ſending to the Souldanin delpight 
A bold defiance, did of himrequere 
That Damzell, whom he held as wrongfull priſonere, 
28 


Where-with, the Souldan all with furie fraught, 
Swearing, and banning moſt blaſphemouſly, 
Commaunded ſtraight his armour to be brought; 
And mounting ſtrazght vpon a Charrethie, 

With iron wheeles and hookes arm'd dreadfully, 
And drawne of cruell ſteedes, which he had fed 
With fleſh ofmen, whom through fell tyrannie 
Hefſlaughtred had, andere they were halfe dead, 
Their bodiesto his beaſts for provender did fpred. 
2 

So, forth hee came alfin a bot of plate, 
Burniſht with bloudy ruſt; whiles on the Greene 
The Briton Prince him ready did await, 
In gliſtering armesright goodly well beſcene, 
That ſhone as bright, as doth the heauen ſheenc ; 
And by his ſtirrup Talusdid attend, 
Playing his Pages part, as he had beene 
Before direRed by his Lord; to th'end 

He ſhould his flaile to finall execution bend. 


Gs) 

Thus goe they both EF"... totheir geare, 

With like fierce minds, bur meanings different : 

For, the proud Souldan with preſumptuous cheare, 

And countenance ſublime and inſolent, 

Sought onely {laughter and avengement : 

But the brauc Prince for honour and for right, 

Gainſt tortious powre and lawlefſe regiment, 

In the behalfe of wronged weake aid Goh: 
More in his cauſes truth hetruſted then in might. 


I 
Like to the Thracian Tyrant, who they lay 

Vota his horſes gaue his gueſts for meat, 

Till he himſelfe was made their greedy pray, 

And torne in peeces by Alcidesgreat. 

So thoughtthe Souldan in his tollies threat, 

Either the Prince in peeces to haue torne 

With his _ wheeles, in his firſt rages heat, 

Or ynder his fierce horſes feethaue borne (ſcorne. 
And trawpled downein duſt his thoughts diſdained 
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But the bold child that Ne” welleſpying, 

If he too raſhly to his Charet drew, 

Gaue way vnto his horſes ſpeedy flying, 

And thcir reſiſtlefſe rigour did eſchew. 

Yer, as he paſſed by, the Pagan threw 

A ſhiuering dart with ſo impetuous force, 

That had henot it ſhund with heedfull view, 

It had himſelfe transfixed, or his horſe, 


Or niade them both one maſle withouten more remorſe. 


Ofr drew the Prince vnto his Charet nigh, 
In hope ſome ſtroke to faſten on him neare ; 
But he was mounted in his ſeat ſo high, 
And his wing-footed courſers him did beare 
So fait away, that ere his ready ſpeare 
He could aduance, he farre was gone and paſt, 
Yer ſtill he him did follow euery where, 
And followed was of him likewiſe full faſt; 
So long as in his ſteedes the flaming breath did laſt. 


4 . 
Againe, the Pagan threw ks dart, 

Of which he had with him abundant ſtore, 

On cuery ſide of his embatreld cart, 

And of all other weapons lefle or more, 

Which warlike vſes had deuiz'd of yore. 

The wicked ſhaft guided through th'ayrie wide, 

By ſome bad ſpirit, that it to mulchicte bore, 

Stayd nor, till thropgh his curat it did glide, 
And made a griefly wound in his cnriuen fide. 


_. 9 
Much was he grieued with that hapleſle throe, 
That opened had the well-{pring of his blood ; 
But much the more that to his hatefull foe 
He mote not come, to wreake his wrathfull mood. 
That made him raue, liketo a Lyon wood, 
Which beeing wounded of the huntſmans hand 
Can not come neere him in the couert wood, 
Where he with boughes hath built his ſhady ſtand, 
And fenc't himſ. Ife about with many a flaming brand. 
6 
Still when he ſought coamork vnto him nie, 
His Charet whecles about him whirled round, 
And made him backe againe as faſttoflie ; 
And cke his ſteedes, like to an hungry hound, 
Thathunring after game hath carrion found, 
So cruelly did him purſew and chace, 
That his good iced, all were he much renound 
For noble courage, and for hardy race, 
Durſt not endure their fight, butfled from place to place. 


7 

Thus, long they trac't, Ba rrauerſt to and fro, 
Sukionds euery way to make ſome breach : 
Yer could the Prince not nigh vnto him goe, 
That one ſure ſtroke he might vato him reach, 
Whereby his ſtreogrhes aflay he might him teach, 
At laſt, from his victorious ſhicld he drew 
The veile, which did his powrefull light empeach; 
And comming full before his horſes view, 

As they vpon him preſt, it plaine to them did ſhew. 


8 
Likelightening flaſh, thar hah the gazer burned, 
So didthe he thereof their ſenle diſmay, 
That backe againe vpon thernſclues they turned, 
And with their rider ranne perforce away : 
Ne could the Souldane them from flying ſtay, 
With raines, or wonted rule, as well he knew. 
Nought feared they,what he could doe or lay, 
But th'onely feare that was before their view 3 
From which, like mazed Deare, diſmayfully they flew. 


Faſt did they flie, as them he feet could beare, 
High over hilles, and lowely overdales, 
As they were follow'd of their former feare. 
In vaine the Pagan bannes, and ſweares,andrales, 
And back with both his hands vnto him hailes 
The reſty raines, regarded now no more : 
Heto them calles and ſpeakes, yet wc auailes ; 
They heare him not, they haue forgot his lore, 

Bur go which way they liſt,cheir guide they haue forlore. 


40 

As when the ficry-mouthed ſteeds, which drew - 
The Sunnes bright waine to Phattons decay, 
Soone as they d1d the monſtrous Scorpion view, 
With vgly craples crawling in their way, 
The dreadful! fight did them foſgte attray, 
That their well knowen courſes they forwent; 
Andlcading th'cuer-burning lampe aftray, 
This lower world nigh all to aſhes brent, 

And left their ſcorched path yet inthe firmament. 


41 
Such was the furie of theſe head-ſtrong ſteeds, 
Soone as the Infants ſuv-like ſhield they ſaw, 
That all obedicnce both to words and deeds 
They quite fotgot, and ſeornd all former law ; 
Through woods,and rocks, and mountaines they did 
The iron Charet, and the wheeles did teare, (draw 
And toſt the Paynim, without feare orawe; 
From ſide to fide they toſt him hereand there, 
Crying to them in vyaine, that n'ould his crying heare. 


42 \ 
Yet ſtill the Prince purſew'd him cloſe behind, 
Oft making offer him to ſmire, but found 
No eafie meanes according to his mind. 
Atlaſt, they haue all over-throwne to ground 
Quite toptide turuey, and the Pagan hound 
Amoogſttheiron hookes and grapples keene, 
Torne allto rags, and rent with many a wound; 
That no whole peece of him was to be ſeene, 
But ſcattred all about, and ſtrow'd ypon the Greene. 


4 

Like as the curſed ſonne of Theſrus 

Thar following his chace in deawy morne, 

To flic bis [tepdames loue Outrageous, 

Of his owne ſteedes was all to peeces torne, 

And his fuire limbs left in the woods forlorne 

T hat for his ſake Drana did lament, 

And all the wooddy Nymphs did waile & mourne: 

So was this Souldan rapt and all to rent, 
That of his ſhape appear'd no little moniment. 

Bb 4. Onely 
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44 
Onely his ſhield and armour, which there lay, 
Though nothing whole, bur all to brus'd and broken, 
He vp did take, and with him brought away, 
T hat mote remainefor an eternall token 
To all, mongſt whom this ſtory ſhould be ſpoken, 
How —_ , by heauens high decree, 
Iuſtice that day of wrong her ſelfe had wroken; 
T hat all men which tharſpeRtacle did ſee, 
By like enſample mote for euer warned bee. 


45 
So, on atree before the Tyrants dore, 
He cauſed them be hung in all mens fight; 
To be a moniment for euermore. 
Which when his Lady from the Caſtles hight 
Beheld, it much appall'd her troubled fpright: 
Yetnot, as women wont in dolefull fir, 
She was diſmayd, orfanted _ affright, 
But gathered vnto her her troubled wit, 
And ganeftſoones deuiſe to be aveng'd for it. 
6 


Straight downe ſhe ranne, like an enraged cow, 
That is berobbed of her youngling dere, 
With knife in hand, and y did vow, 
To wreake her on that mayden meflengere, 
Whom ſhe had caus'd be kepr as priſonere 
By Arthegall, milween'd For ber owne Knight, 
That brought her back. And comming preſent there, 
She at her ran with all her force and might, 


All flaming with reuenge and furious delpight : ' 


7 
Like raging Ino, when with knife in hand 
— 64 her husbands murdredinfant eut ; 
Or fell Medea, when on Colchicke ſtrand 
Her brothers bones ſhe ſcattered all about; 
Or as that madding mother, mongſt the rour 
Of Bacchus Prieſts her owne deare fleſh did teare. 
Yet neither Ins, nor Medea ſtout, 
Nor all the Menadss (o furious were, 
As this bold woman, when ſhe {aw that Damzell there. 


- FO 
Then Arthegall, himſelfe —_— laine, 
waT-11 


48 
But Arthegall, Sei thereof aware, 


Did ſtay her cruel] hand, are ſhe herraught, 
And as ſhe did her ſelfe to ſtrike prepare, 

Our of her fiſt the wicked weapon caught : 
With thar, like oncenfelon'd or diſtraught, 
She forth did rome, whither her rage her bore, 
With frantick paſſion, and with tune fraught; 
And breaking forth out atapoſternedore, 


Vato the wilde wood ran, her doloursto deplore: 
4 
As a bad bitch, when as the Fantick fir 


Her burniog tongue with rage inflamed hath, 
Dothrunne at randon, and with furious bit 
Snatching at euery thing, doth wreake her wrath 
On man and beafi tha commeth in her path. 
There they doe ſay, that ſhe transformed was. 
Into a Tigre, and that Tigres ſcath 

In crueltie and outrage ſhe did paſs, 


To proue her ſurname true, that ſhe impoſe.! has, 


Did iſſue torth gainſt all that rout 

Of Knights m—_——_ men, which did maintaine 
That Ladies part, and to the Souldan lout: 

All which he did affault with courage ſtout, 

All were they nigh an hundred oo of name, 
Andlike wilde Goates them all about, 
Flying from place to place with coward ſhame, 


So that with finall force them all be ouercame. 
51 
Then cauſed he the gates be opened wide; 


And there the Prince, as Victor of that day, 

With triumph entertain'd and glorifide, 

Preſenting him with all therich array, 

And royallpompe, which there long hidden lay, 
Purchaſt through lawlefſe powre and tortious wrong 
Of that proud Souldan, whom he earſt did lay. 

So, both, for reſt there hauing ſtaid notlon 


Marcht with that mayd, fit matter for another 03 
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Camo IX. 


LArthur and Arthegall catch Guile, 
whom Talus doth diſmay: 
They to Mercillaes palace come, 


«" » 8 . * = p 
'A For? * - | LI Y py 
A —_ - Pen I C - "\\" "A 


EYLE 
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PERR3 Hat Tigre, or what other ſaluage wight 

AYE 15 lo exceeding furious and fell, (might 2 

WWV/S As wrong, when it hath arm'd itſelfe vvith 
> 'Not fit mongſt men, thatdo with reaſon mell, 
But mongſt wilde beaſts and ſaluagewoods to dwell; 
Where ſtull the ſtronger doth the weake deuoure, 

And they thatmoſt in boldneſle doe excell, 

Are dradded moſt, and feared for their powre : 
Fit for Adicia, there to build her wicked bowre. 
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Therelet her wonne farrefrom reſort of men, 

Where righteous Arthegall her late exiled 

There let her cuer keepe her damned den, 

Where none may be with her lewd parts defiled, 
| Nor none but beaſts way beof her ___ : 


And turne we to the noble Prince, where 

We did him leaue, after that he had foyled 

The cruell Souldan, and with dreadfull fate 
Had vtterly {ubverted his varighteous ſtate. 


Where, bauing with Sir Arthegall a ſpace 
Well ſolac't in that Souldans late delight, 
They both reſolaing now to leaue the place, 
Both it andall the wealth therein behight 
Vnto that Damzell in her Ladies right, 
And ſo would haue departed on their way. 
But ſhee them woo'd by all the meanes ſhe might, 
And earneſtly beſought, to wend that day 

With her, toſce her Lady thence not farre away. 
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By whoſe cntreatic both they, overcommen, 

Agree to goe with her, and by the way 

(As often falles) of ſundry things did commen. 

Mongſt which, that Damzell did to them bewray 

A ſtrange adventure, which not farre thence lay ; 

To weet, a wicked villaine, bold and ſtout, 

Which wonned in arocke notfarre away, 

That robbed all the Country there about, (ont. 
And broughtthe pillage home, whence none could gerir 
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and ſee her rich array. 
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1 
Thereto, both his ownewilicwit, ſhe (aid, 
And cke the faſtneſle of kis dwelling place, 
Both voaſſailable, gaue him great = : 
For he ſo crafty was to and face, 
So light of haud, and nimble of his paſe, 
So ſmooth of tongue, and ſubtile in his rale, 
That could decciue one looking in his face; 
Therefore by name Malenginthey him call, 
Well knowen by his feates, and famous ouer all. 
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Through theſe his lights he many doth confound, 
And cke the rocke, in which hewonts to dwell, 
Is wondrous ſtrong, and hewen farrevnder ground 
A dreadfull depth, how deepeno man can tell ; 
But ſome tockiy, it goeth downeto hell. 
Andall within, it full of windings is, 
And hidden wayes, that ſcarce an hound by ſmell 
Can follow our thoſe falſe footſteps of his, - 
Ne none can back returne, that once are gone amils. 


7 
Which when thoſe knights had heard,their harts gan 
To vnderſtand that villaines dwelling place, (yearne, 
And preatly it defir'd of her to learne, 
And by which way they towards it ſhould trace. 
Were not, ſaid ſhe, thatit ſhould ler your paſe 
Towards my Ladies preſence by you meaar, 
I would you guide dureGtly to the place. 
Then letnot that, ſaid they, ſtay yourintenr. 
For, ncither will one foot, till we that Carle hauc hent.. - 
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So, forth they paſt, till they approched nie 
Vato the rock where was the villaines won. 
Which when the Damzell neere at hand did ſpy, 
She warn'd the Knights thereof : who there-ypows 
Gan to advize, what beſt were to be done. 
So both agreed to ſend that mayd afore, 
Where ſhe might fitnigh to the denalone, - 
Wayling, and rayſing putrifull vprore, 

As if ſhe did ſome greatcalanuyic deplore. 
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With noyſe whereof, A the caytiue Carle 
Should iſſue forth, in hope to mk ſpoyle, 
They in await would cloſely himenſnarle, 

Ere to his den he backward could recoyle, 
And ſo would hope him eafily to foil. 
The Damzell ſtraightwent, as ſhe was dire&ed, 
Vnto therock; and there, ypon the ſoile 
Hauing her ſelic in wretched wiſc abiefted, 
Gan weepe and wale, as if great griefe had her affeted. 
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The cry whereof, entring the hollow Caue, 

Eftſoones brought forth the villaine, as they ment, 

With hope of her ſome wiſhfull boot to hauc. 

Full dreadfull wight he was,as cuer went 

Vpontheearth, with hollow eyes deepepent, 

And long curld locks, that downe his ſhoulders ſhag- 

And on fs backe an vncouth veſtimcnt (ged, 

Made of ſtrange ſtuffe, but all ro worne and ragged; 
And vnderneath, his breech was all to torne and iagged. 
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And in his hand an hugelong ſtaffe he held, 

Whoſe top wasarm'd with many aniron hooke, 

Fit to catch hold of all that he could weld, 

Or inthe compaſle of his clouches tooke 

And euer round abouthe caſt his looke. 

Als athis backe a greatwidenethe bore, 

With which he ſeldome fiſhed atthe brooke, 

But vs'd to fiſh for fooles onthe dry ſhore, 
Of which he in faire weather wontto take great ſtore. 
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Him when the Damrzell ſaw faſt by her fide, 

So vely creature, ſhewas nigh diſmaid ; 

And now for helpe aloud incarneſt cride. 

But when the villaine ſaw ker'o aftraid, 

He gan with guilefull words herto perlwade 

Tokaniſh feare: and with Sardonian{mile 

Laughiog on her, his falſe intent to ſhade, 

Gan forth to lay his bayte her to beguile, 
That from her ſelte ynwares he might her ſteale the while. 
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Like as the Fowleron his ule pipe 

Charmes to the birds full many a —_— lay, 

T hat they the whiles may take lefſe heedy keepe, 

How he his nets dothfor their ruine lay : 

So did the villaineto her prate and play, 

And many pleaſanttricks beforc her ſhowe, 

To turne her eyes from his intent away : 

For, he in ſleights and iuggliog feates did flowe, 
And of legier-de-mainethe myſteries did knowe. | 
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To which,whil'ſt ſhe lent her intentiue mind, 

He ſuddenly his netypon herthrew, 

That over-{prad her like a puffe of wind ; 

And ſnatching her ſoone yp,crewellſhe knew, 

Ran with her faſt away vnto his mew, 

Crying for helpe aloud. But when as nic 

He came vnto - _ and __ _ _ 

The armed knights, ſtopping his paſſage by, 
Hethrew his hand downe, = faſt away did flie. 


IF 
But Arthegall, him after did purſew, 
The whules the Prince there kept the entrance ſtill : 
Vpto the rocke he ran, and thereon flew 
Likea wilde Goat, leaping from hill to hill, 
And dauncing onthe cr cliftes at will; 
Thatdeadly danger ſeem'd in all mens fight, 
To tempt ſuch ſteps, where footing was foill : 
Ne ought auailed for the armed kmght, 
To thinke to follow him, that was ſo ſwift and light. 
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Which when he ſaw, his iron man he ſent 

To follow him; for,he was ſwift in chace. 

He him purſewd where-cuer that he wenr, 

Both over rocks, and hilles, and cuery place, 

Where-ſo he fled, he followd him apace : 

Sothat he ſhortly forc*t him to forſake 

The height,and downe deſcend vnto the bale. 

There he him courſt afreſh, and ſoone did make 
Toleaue his proper forme, and other ſhape to take. 
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Into a Foxe himſelfe he firſt id tourne; 
Bur he him hunted like a Fox full faſt : 
Then to a buſh himſelfe he did transforme; 
But he the buſh did beat, till that at laſt 
Into a bird it chang'd, and from himpaſt, 
Flying from tree totree, from wand to wand : 
But hethen ſtones at it ſo long did caſt, 
Thatlike a ſtone itfellvpon « land, 

But he then tooke itvp,and held faſt in his hand. 
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So he it brought with him vuto the knights, 
Andto hicLord Sir Arthegall itlent, 
Warning him hold itfaſt, fbr feare of flights. 
Who whil'ſtin hand it griping hard he hent, 
Into a Hedgehoggeall vnwares it went, 
And prickt him {o,that he away it threw. v4 
Then gan it runneaway incontinent, 
Beceing returned to his former hew : 
But Ta'iss ſoone him over-tooke, and backward drew. 
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But, when as he would to a ſnake againe 
Haue turn'd himſelfe, he with his iron flaile 
Gan drive at him, with ſo huge might and maine, 
That all his bones, as {mall as ſandy graile 
He broke, and did his bowels diſentraile ; 
Crying in vainefor help, when help was paſt. 
Sodid deceit the ſelfe deceiuer faile, 
There they him lefta carrion out-caſt, 
For beaſts and fowles to feed ypor fortheirrepaſt, 
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Thence, forth they paſſed withthat gentle Maid, 
To cc her Lady, as they did agree. 
To which when ſhe approched, thus ſhe ſaid ; 
Lo, now, right noble Knights, arriu'd yce bee 
Nigh to theplace which ye defir'd to ſee: 
There ſhall ye ſee my ſoueraigne Lady Queene, 
Moſt ſacred wight, moſt debonaire and free, 
That cuer yerypon this earth was ſeene, 

Or that with Diademe hath cuercrowned beene, 
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The gentle Knights reioyced mucho heare 

The praiſes of that Prince fo manifold ; 

And paſſing hle further, commen were, 

Where they a ſtately Palace did behold, 

Of pompous ſhowe, much morethen ſhe had told; 

With many towres, and tarras mounted hie, 

Andall their tops bright gliſtering with gold, 

That lcemed to out-ſhine the diramed sky, 
And with their brightneſle daz'd the ſtrange beholders eye. 


223 
There they, alighting, by that Damzell were 

DireRted in, and ſhewed all the fight: 

Whoſe porch, that moſt magnifick did appeare, 

Stood open wide to all men day and night; 

Yet warded well by one of mickle might, 

That fate thereby, with giant-hker lance, 

To keepe out guile, and malice, and deſpight, 

Thatynder ſhewe oft-umes of fained ſemblance, 
Are wont in Princes Courts to worke great ſcathe and hin- 

23 (drance. 

His name was Awe; by whom they paſſing in 

Went vp the ball, that was a large wide roome, 

All full of people making troublous din, 

And GRE noyle,as if thatthere were ſome, 

Which vato them was dealing righteous doome. 

By whom they paſſing through the thickeſt preace, 

The Marſhall of the hall rtorhem did come; 

His name hight Order, who commaunding peace, 
Them guided through the throng, that did their clamors 
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They ceaſttheir clamors,vpon them to gaze; 

Whom ſeeing all in armour bright as day, 

Strange thereto ſee, 1t did thera much amaze, 

And with vawonted terror halfe aftray. 

For, neuer ſawethey there the like array. 

Ne cuer was the name of warre there ſpoken, 

But ioyous peace andquictneſle alway, 

Dealing iuſt iudgements, that mote not be broken 
For any bribes,or threats of any to be wroken. 
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There as they entred at the Scriene, they ſaw 
Some one, whole tongue was for his treſpaſſe vile 
Nayld to a poſte, adiudged ſo by law : 
For that there-with hefalſely did reuile, 
And foule blaſpheme that Queene for forged guile, 
Both with bold ſpeeches, which he blazed fag , 
And with lewd poems, which he did compile; 
For, the bold title of a Poet bad 
He on himſelfchadta'en, oe” rayling rimes had ſprad. 


2 
Thus, there he ſtood, whilſt high over his head, 
There written was thepurport of his fin, 
In cyphers ſtrange,that few couldrightly read, 
BON FONS: but bon that once had written bin, 
Was raced out, and Mal was now putin. 
So now Mea!font was plainely to be red; 
Either for th'euill, which he did therein, 
Or that helikened was to a V Vell-hed 
Of cuill words, and wicked llanders by him ſhed. 
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They, paſling by, were guided by degree 
Vato the preſence of that gratious Queene: 
Who fate on high, that ſhe mighr all men tee, 
And might of all men royally be ſeene, 
Vpon — of goldfull bright and ſheene, 
Adorned all with gemimes of cndictle price, 
As cither might for wealth haue gorten beene, 
Or could be 'd by workmans rare dewce; 
And all emboſt with Lions, and with Flour-dclice. 
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All over her a cloth of ſtate was (pred, 

Not of rich tifſew, nor of cloth of gold, A 

Nor of ought elle, that may be richeſt red, 

Butlike a idk as likeſt may be told, 

That ber broad ſpreading wings did wide vnfold ; 

Whole skirts were bordred with bright ſunny beames, 

Gliſtring like gold,amongſtthe plights enrold, 

And here and there ſhooting forth filuer ſtreames, 
Mongſtwhich creprlictle Angels through the glittering 


29 (gleames. 

Seemed thoſe little Angels did vphold 

The cloth of State, and on their purpled wings 

Did beare the pendants, their nimble bold : 

Ig , as ſings 

manes to high God, and carols he 1093, 

E , ehronnyon which rape M 

She Angel-like, the heire of ancient Kings 

And mighty Conquerors, in royall ſtate, 
Whilſt Kings and Kelars at her feet did themproſtrate. 


fs) 
Thus ſhe did fitin fonntiigne Maieſtie, 
Holding a Scepter in her royall hand, 
The ſacred of peate and ckmencie, 
With which bigh God had bleſt her happy land, 
Maugre ſo many foes, which didwi d. 
But at her feet her ſword was likewiſe layd, 
Whoſelong reſt ruſted thebri brand; 
Yet when as foes enforc't, or friends ſought ayde, 
She couldit ſternely draw, that all the world diſmaide. 
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And round about, before her feer there late 

A beauie of faire Virgins clad in white, 

That goodly _ 2 adorne her royall ſtate, 

All louel ters of high Jowe,that hight 

re by lim iogeria ovrderh, be 

Vponthe righteous Themes : thoſe they lay, 

Vpon Jones 1 ſeat wait day and night, 

And when in wrath he threatsthe worlds decay, 
They doe his anger calme, and crucll rengeance ſtay. 


2 
They alſodoe by his Giaine permiſſion 

Vpon thethrones of mortall Princes tend, 

And often treat for pardon and remiſhon 

To — through fraiſrie which offend. 

Thoſe did vpon Mercillees throne attend: 

Tuſt Dice, wile Ewnomnwe, mild Erene; 

Andthem amongſt, her glory to commend, 

Sate goodly Temperance 1n garments clene, 
And ſacred Rewerence, yborne of heauenly ftrene. m 
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Thus did ſhe fit inroyall rich ſtare, 
Admir'd of many, honoured of all; 
Whilſt vaderneath b- _ there as ſhe (ate, 
An huge great Lion lay, that mote appall 
An hard ovary like captiued ehral 
With a ſtrong iron chaine and coller bound, 
That oncehe could not moue, nor quich at all; 
Yerdid he murmure with rebellious ſound, 
And ſoftly royne, when ſaluage choler gan redound. 


4 
So, fitting high in dradded [onmaigntic, (brought 
Thoſe two ſtrange 07's cm were to her preſence 
Who, bowing lowe before her Maieſtic, 
- Didto her milde obeylance, asthey ought, 
And meeckeſt boone, thatth imagine mought. 
To whom ſhe ekeinclynin = withall, 
As a faire ſtoupe of her high ſoarin thought, 
A chearefull countenance on them let fall, 
Yet tempred with ſome maieſtic imperiall. 


5 
As the brightſunne, what de his fieryteame 
Towards the weaſterne brim begins to draw, 
Gins to abate the brightnefle of his beame, 
And feruour of his flames ſome-what adaw : 
So did this mighty Lady, when ſhe ſaw 
Thoſe two ſtrange knights ſuch homage to her make, 
Bate ſome-what of that Maieſtic and awe, 
That whylome wont todoe ſo many quake, 
And with more mildeaſpe@thole two to cntertake. 
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Now, at that inſtant, as acabes fel}, 
Whentheſe two ſtranger knights arriu'd in place, 
Shee was about affaires of Common-weale, 
Dealing of luſtice with indifferent grace, 
And hearivg pleas of people meaneand baſe. 
Mongſt nic as then, there was forto be heard 
Thetryall of a great and weighty caſe, 
Which on both ſides was then debating hard : 
Bur atthe ſight of theſe, thoſe were awhile debard. 
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But, after all her princely eaternalte, 
To th'heariog of that former cauſein hand, 
Herſelfe eftſoones ſhe gan conuert againe ; 
Which, thatthoſe knights likewiſe mote vnderſtand, 
And witneſle forth _ in forraineland, 
Taking themyp vnto her ſtately throne, 
Where they mote hezre the matter throughly fcand 
On either part, ſhe placed th'one on th'one, 
The other on the other ſide, and ncere them none. 
8 
Then was there brought, - priſoner to the barre, 
A Lady of great countenance and place, 
But that ſhe it with foule abuſe did marre; 
Yet did appearerare beauty in her face, 
But I. with condition vile and baſe, 
Thar all her other honour did obſcure, 
And titles of nobilitie deface : 
Yet,in that wretched ſemblant,ſhe did ſure 
The peoples great compaſſion ynto her allure. 


Then vp aroſe aperſon of FAM reach, 
And rare in-ſight, hard matters to-reucale; (fpeach 
That well could charme his tongue, and time his 
To all afſaies; his name was called Zeale: 
He ganthat Lady ſtrooglyto appeale 
Of many hainous crimes, by her equred; 
And with ſharperealons rang her ſuch apeale, 
Thatthoſe, whom ſheto pitry had allured, 
He now t'abhorre and loath her perſon bad procured. 
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Firſt, gan he tell, how this that ſeem'd ſo faire 
And royally arrayd, Dueſſa hight, 
That falſe Dueſſa, which had wrought great care, 
And mickle nutchiefe vato many akmghr, 
By herbeguiled, and confounded quight : 
Bur not for thoſe ſhe now in queſtion came, 
Thoughalſo thoſe mote queſtion'd be aright, 
But for vile treaſons, and outrageous ſhame, 
Which ſhe againſt the drad Mercilla oft did frame. 
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For, ſhe whylome (as ye mote yet right well 
Remember) bad her counſels falle conſpired, 
With faithleſſe Blandamonr and Paridell 
(Both two her paramorrs, both by her hired, 
And both with hope of ſhadowes vaine inſpired) 
And with them praQtiz'd, how for to depriuc 
Mercilla of her Crowne, by her aſpired, 
That ſhe might irvnto her ſelfe deriue, | 
Andtriumph in their blood, whom ſhe to death did drive. 


42 
Bur through high heauens grace (which fauournor 
The wicked drifts of trayrerous defignes, 
Gainſt loyall Priaces) all this curſed plot, 
Ere proofe it tooke, diſcouered was betimes, 
And th'aQors won the meed meerfor their crimes. 
Such be the mced of all, that byſuch meane 
Vato the type of kingdomes ntle climes. 
Bur falſe Dweſſa, now vntitled Queene, 
:Was brought to her ſad doome,as here was to be feene. 


4 
won did Zeale her halves fat enforce, 

An other crimes of foule defame 

Againſt her brought, to baniſh all remorſe, 

And auate the horror of her blame. 

And with him to make part againſt her, came 

Many graue perſons, that againſt her plead; 

Firſt, was a ſage old Sire, that had to name 

The Kingdomes care, with a white filuer head, 
That many bigh regards and reaſons gaialt herread, 


44 

Then, gan Authority her to oppoſe 

With peremprory powre, that made all mute; 
And then the law of Nations gainſt her role, 
And realons brought, that no man could refute; 
Next, gan Religion gainſt herto impure 
High Gods bcheaſt, and powre of holy lawes ; 
Then gan the —_— cry,and Commons ſute, 
Importune care of their ownepublique cau{e; 


And laſtly, 1»ftice charged ber with breach of lawes. 
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45 
But then for her,on the contrary part, 


Roſe many aduocates for herto plead : , 

Firſt there came Pittie, with full tender heart, 

And with her ioyn'd Regard of woman-head; 

And then came Danger threatning hidden dread, 

And high alliance vato forren Powre ; 

Then came Nobility of birth, thatbread 

Great ruththrough her misfortunes tragicke ſtowre 3 
Andlaſtly Griefe did plead, and many teares forth powre- 

6 


4 

With the necre touch whereof in tender heart 
The Briton Prince was ſore empaſſionate, 
And woxe inclined much ynto her part, 
Through the {ad terror of ſo dreadfull fate, 
And wretched ruine of ſo high eſtate ; 
That for great ruth his courage ganrelent. 
Which when as Zelepercciucd to abate, 
He ganhisearneſt feruourto augment, 

And many feartull obieCts to them to preſent. 
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He gan t'efforce the euidence anew, 

And new acculements to produce inplace : 

He broughtforth that old Hag of helliſh hew, 

The curled Ate, brought hertace to face, 

Who privuic was, and party inthe caſe; 

She, glad of ſpoile and ruinous decay, 

Did her appeach, and to her more dilgrace, 

The plot of all her practice did diſplay, 
And all her traynes, and all her treaſons Geh did lay. 
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\PE22 Ome Clarkes doe doubtin their deuicefull art, 
IE Whether this heauenly CONEEOY I treat; 
WA! To weeten Mercy, be of Tuſtice part, 
Or drawne forth from her by divine extteate. 

This well I wore, that ſure ſhe is as great, 

And meritethto haueas highaplace, 

Sith in th'Almigbnes — 

She firſt was bred, and borne of heauenlyrace ; 
From thence pour'd downe on,men, by influence of grace. 
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Prince Arthur takes the enterprize_ 
For Belze for to fight: 

Gerioneos Seneſchall 
He ſlayes in Belges right. 
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Then brought he forth, with gri Im 
'Abhorred Murder, who wrhblowy _ 
Yet dropping freſh in hand did herdete&. 
Andthere wah ity bloud-ſhed charged yu 
Then brought he forth Sedition, breeding (tri 
In troublous wits, and mutinous vp-rore : 
Then brought he forth Incontinence of life, 
Even foule Adwiterie her face before, 

And lewd 1mpietie, that her accuſed fore. 


4 
All which when as the Prince had heard and ſeene, 

His former fancies ruth he ga repent, 

And from her partic eftſoones was drawen cleane. 

But Arthegall, with conſtantfirm intent, 

For zeale of luſtice was againſt her beat. 

So was ſhe guilty deemed of them all. 

Then Zele began to vrge her puniſhment, 

And to their Queenetor iudgementloudly call, 
Vato Mercilla myid for Iuſtice gainſtthethrall. 


50 

But ſhe, whoſe Princely breaſt was touched neare 
With pitcous ruth of her ſo wretched plight, 
Though plaine ſhe ſawe by all, thar ſhe did heare, 
That ſhe of death was guilty found by right, 
Yet would not letiuſt vengeance on herlight ; 
Burtrather letin ſtead thereof to fall he 
Few perling drops from her fairelampes of light ; 
The Thich Remain with her purple pall : 

Would haue the paſſion hud, and vp arote withall. 


———z 3 


Jiks 
_— 


2 
For, if that Vertue be of ſo greatmight, 
Which fromiuſt verdit will for nothing ſtart, 
But to preſcrue inuiolated right, 
Ofc (pilles the principall, ro laue the part; 
So much more then 15 that of powreand rt, 
That ſeckes to {aue the ſubieCt of her s&1)l, 
Yetneuer doth from doome of right depart : 
As it is greater prayleto ſaue, then ſpill, 
And better to reforme, thento cut-off the ill. 
Cc 
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Who thencan thee, M ereits, throughly praiſe, 
That herein do'ſt all earthly Princes = 2 
What heauenly Muſe ſhall thy great honour rayſe 
Vpto the skies, whence firſt deriv'd it was, 

And now onearth it ſelfe enlarged has, 

From th'vtmoſt brinke of the Armericke ſhore, 
Vato the margent of the Molwcas ? 

Thoſe Nations farre thy iuſtice do adore : 


But thine owne people do thy mercy prayle much more. 


4 
Much moreit prayſed was of thoſe two knights; 
The noble Prince, and righteous Arthegall, 
When they had ſeene and heard her doom arights 
Againſt Dweſſa, damned by them all ; 
But by her tempred without gricfe or gall, 
Till ſtrong conſtraint did herthereto enforce. 
And yeteuen then ruing her wiltull fall, 
With more then needfull naturallremorſe 
And ycelding the laſt honour to herwretched core. 


During all which, thoſe knights continu'd there, 
Both doing and receiuing courtefies, 
Of that great Lady, who with goodly cheare 
Them entertayn'd, fit for their dignitics, 
Approuing daily to their noble eyes 
Royall examples of her merciesrare, 
And worthy paterns of her clemencies; 
Which till this day mongſtman _— 
Who them to their poſterines doe {till decl; 
6 
Amongſt the reſt, which in that ſpace befell, 
There came two Springals of tull render yeares, 


Farre thence from forrein land, where they did dwell, 


To ſeek for ſuccour of her and her Peares, 
With humbleprayers and intreatfull reares 3 
Sentby their abaybe a widowe was, 
Wraptin greatdolours and in deadly feares, 
By a ſtrong Tyrant, who inuaded has 

Her [and,and ſlain her children rucfully, alas : 


7 
Her name was Belge, who in former age 
A Lady of greatworthand wealth had been, 
And mother of a fruitful! heritage, 


Euen ſeuenteene goodly ſonnes ; which who had ſcene 


In their firſt Howre, before this fatall teene' 


Them ouertooke, and their faire blofſomes blaſted , 


More happy mother would her ſurcly weene, 
Then famous Niobe, before ſhe taſted 
Latonaes childrens wrath, that all her ifſue waſted. 


8 

But this fell Tyrant, through his tortious powre, 
Had left her now but five of all thatbrood: 
For, twelucof them he did by times deuoure, 
And to his Idols ſacrifice their bloud, 
Whyl'ſt he of none was ſtopped, nor withſtood, 
For, ſoothly he was one of matchleſle might, 
Of horrible aſpect, and dreadfull mood, 
And hadthree bodies in one waſte empight, 


And th'armes andlegs of three, to ſuccour him in fight. 


And ſooth they ſay, that he 4 borne and brad 
Of Gyants race, the ſonne of Geryon, 
He that whylome in Spaine ſo fore was drad, 
For his huge powre and great oppreſſon, 
Which brought thatland to his ſubie&tion, 
Through his three bodies powre, in one corabyn'd;] 
And cke all ſtrangers in thatregion | 
Arryuing, to his kyne for food aflynd; 

The fayreſt kyne aliue, but of the fierceſt kynd. 


10 
For, they were all, they ſay, of purple hew, 
Keprby a COW wor "he he Beryning 
A cruell carle, the which Mt ſtrangers ſlew, 
Ne day nor night didfleepe, t'attcnd then) on, 
Bur walkt about them euer and anone, 
With his two headed dogge, that Orthrus hight; 
Orthrus begotten by great Typhaon, 
And foule Echidna, in the houſe of night; 
But Hercwles them all did ouercome in fight. 
II 
His ſonne was this, Geryoneo hight: 
Who, after that his monſtrous father fell 
Vader Alcides club, ftreight cook his flight 
From that ſad land, wherehe his fire did quell, 
And came to this, where Zelgethen did dwell, 
And floniſhin all wealth and happineſle, 
Being then new made widowe(as befell) 
After ber noble husbands late decealc ; 


Which gaue beginning to her woe and wretchedneſle. 


I2 
Then this bold tyrant, of her widow-head 
CI and her yet freſh woes, 
Hirſelfe and ſeruice to her offered, 
Her to defend againſt all forrein foes, 
That ſhould their powreagainſt her right oppoſe. 
Whereof ſhe glad,now needin ſtrong defence , 
Him entertayn'd, and did her . ine + choſe: 
Which backs ys'd with carefull digence, 
The better to confirme her feareleſſe confidence. 


13 
By meanes whereof, ſhe did atlaſt commit 
All to his hands, and gaue him ſoucraine powre 
To do, what-cuer he thought good or fir. 
Which —_ he gan forth from that howre 
To ſtirre vp ſtrife, and many a Tragicke ſtowre, 
Giuing her deareſt children one by one 
Vnto adreadfull Monſter to deuoure, 
And ſetting vp an Idole of his owne, 
The image of his monſtrous parent Geryone. 
14 
So tyrannizing,and opprefiing all, 
The woctullwidow had no meanes now left, 
But vnto gracious great Mercilla call 
For ayde, againſt that cruell Tyrants theft, 
Ere all her children he from her had reft. 
T hercfore theſe two, her eldeſt ſonnes, the ſent 
To ſeek for ſuccour of this Ladies gieft: 
To whom theirſute they humbly did preſent, 
In th'hearing of full many Knights and Ladics gent. 
Amongſt 
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Amongſt the which, then fortuned to be Then turning vnto him; And you Sir knight, 
The noble Briton Prince, with his braue Peare ; Sayd ſhe, that taken haue this toyleſome paige 
Who when he none of all thoſe knights did ſec For wretched woman, miſerable wight, 
Haſtily bent that eaterpriſe to heare, May Jon in heauen immortall gaine 
Nor vudertake the ſame, for coward feare, For ſo = trauell, as youdoe fuſtaine: 
He ſtepped forth with courage bold and great, For, other meed ma hope fornone of mer, 
Admyr'd of all the reſt in preſence there, To whom nought elle, bucbare life doth remaine 
And humbly gan that mighty Quceneenrreat, And that ſo wretched one; as yedolſce 


To grant him thataduenture for his farmer feat. 


Is liker liogring death, then loathed life to bee. 


16 22 
She gladly granted it : then he, ſtraight way, Mauch was he moued with her pitious plight; 
mle _ his 10urney prepare. And, lowe i I. his lofty ſeed, 
And all his armours ready dight that day, Gan to recomfort her all that he mi 
That ncught the morrow next more ſtay his fare. Secking to drive away deep rooted » 
The morrow next appear'd, with purple hayre With hope of helpe in that her greateſt need. 
Yet dropping freſh out of the Indian fount, So, thence he wiſhed her with hun to wend, 
And brivging light into the heauens faire, Vato ſomeplace, where motereſt and feed, 


When he was ready to his ſteed to mount , 


An1 ſhetake comfort, which God now did ſend : 


* | © Vantohis way, which now was all his care and count. Good heart in cuills doth the euills much amend. 
17 2 
Thentaking humbte leaue of thatgreat Queene, Ay me ! ſayd ſhe, and whetb& Gall I goe? 
Who gaue ham royall giftes and riches rare, Are not all places full of forraine powres ? 
As wi of hert ull mind beleene, My Palaces pollelſed of myfoe, 
And leauing Arthegall to bis owne care; My Cities fackt, and their $ ng towres 
Vpon his voyagetorth he gan tofare, R aſed, and made {mooth fields now full of fowres? 
With thoſe two gentle youths, which bim did guide, Onely theſe mariſhes, and pg 
And all his wa alin ſtill prepare. In which the fearefull ewftes do build their bowres, 
Ne afterhim Ld Artbegallabide, Yeeld — thecroking frogs, 
But on his firſt aduenture forward forth did ride. And harbour herein om thoſe raucnous dogges. 
18 24 
It was notlong , till that the Prince arriued Nath'leſle, ſayd he, deare Lady with me goe: 
Within the land, where dweltthat Lady (ad, Some place ſhall vs receiuc, and harbour yeeld; 
Whereof that Tyrant had her now deprived, If not, wewillit force, maugre your foe, 
And into moores and marſhes baniſht had, And purchaſe it to vs with {peare and ſhield : 
Qur of the pleaſ.nt ſoyle, and Ciries glad, Andif all fayle, yetfarewell open field : 
In which ſhe wontto harbour happily : The ecarthto all her creatures lodging end 
But now his cruclty fo (oreſhedrad, With ſuch his chearefull es wield 
Thatto thoſe fennes for faſtneſle ſhe did fly, Her mind ſo well, thatto his will ſhe bends; | 
And there her (elfe did hide from his bard tyranny. Andbindiog vp her lockes & weeds, forth with himwends., 
I 25 
There he her found in orrowe and difinay, They came ynto a Citie farre vp land, 
All ſolitarie without living wight; The which whylome that Ladies owne had been; 
For,all her other children, through affray, But now by force extort out of her hand, 
Had hid themlelues, or taken further flight: By her ſtropg foc, who had defacedcleane 
And cke her (elfe through ſudden ftrange affright, cr ſtately rowres, and buildings ſunny ſheene; 
When one in armes ſhe ſawe, to fly; Shut vp her haven, mard her marchanes trade, 
But when her owne two ſonpes ſhe had io ſighe, Robbed her people, thatfullrich had becne , 
She gantake heart, and lookevp ioyfully : Andin her necke a Caſtle huge had made, 
For, well ſhe wiſt this Knightcame, ſuccourto ſupply. The which did her command, without needing perſwades 
20 26 
And running vnto them with greedy ioyes, That Caſtle was the of all thatSrate, 
Fell ſtreight about their me, edhey id necke: Varill that State by ſtrength was pulled downe, 
And burſting forth in teares; Ah my ſweetboyes, And that ſame Citie, ſo now ruinate, 
Sayd ſhe, yet now Dy e, Had been the key of all that kiogdomes Crowne; 
And feeble ſpirits, that gan faint andreele, Both  goodly Caſtle, and both _ Towne, 
Now riſc againe, at this your ioyous fight. Till that th'offended heauens lift to lowre 
Already ſeems that Fortunes headlong wheele Vpon their blifſe, and balefull Fortune frowne. 
Begins to turne, and we pr we 7 ; ogra ors war > 
.noſt Then it was wont, through comfort of this knight. + can their keadloogruineto recure } 
C2 But 
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27 
But he had _ itnow in ſeruile bond, 
And made it beare the yoke of inquifition, 
Struwng long timein vaine it to withſtond 5 
Yet glad atlaſt to make moſt baſe ſubmiſſion, 
And life enioy for any compoſition. 
So now he hath new lawes and orders new 
Impos'd on it, with many a hard condition, 
And forced it, the honour that is dew 
To God, to do vnto his Idole moſt vatrew. 


28 
To him he hath, before this Caſtle Greene, 
Builr a faire Chappell, and an Altarframed 
Of coſtly Iuory, tull rich beſeene, 
On which that curſed [dolefarreproclamed, 
He hath ſet vp, and him his god hath named; 
Offring to him in ſinfull ſacifize 
The fleſh of men, to Gods owne likenefle framed, 
And powriog forth their bloud in brutiſh wize, 
Thatany iron cies to ſex it would agrize. 
29 
And for more horror and more crueltie, 
Vander that curſed Idols altar ſtone ; 
An hideous monſter doth in darkneſle lie, 
hoſe dreadtull ſhape was neuer ſeene of none 
hat liues on earth; but ynto thoſe alone 
The which vato him ſacrificed bee. 
Thoſe he deuoures, they ſay, both fleſh and bone : 
Whatelle they haue, is all the Tyrants fee 
So that no whit of them remaining one may lee, 


( 

There cke he placed a firong garriſone, 

And ſet a Seneſchall of dradded might, 

Thar by his powre oppreſied eueric one, 

And yanyuiſhed all ventrous knights in fight; 

To whoin he wont ſhew all the ſhame he might, 

After that them in battell he had wonne. 

To which, when now they gan approach in fight, 

The Lady counſcld him the place to ſhonne, 
Whereas ſo many knights had touly been fordonne. 


I 
Her fearefull ſpeeches nought he didregard; 
But riding {treight vnder the Caſtle wall, 
Called aloud vnto the watchfull ward, 
Which there did waite, willing them forth to call 
Into the field their Tyrants Seneſchall. 
To whom when tydings thereof came, he ſtreight 
Cals for his armes, and arming him withall, 
Eftſoones forth pricked proudly in his might, 
_ Avdgan with courage fierce addrefſe himro the fight. 


32 
They both encounterin the middle Plaine, 
And their ſharpe ſpeares doe both together ſmite 
Amid their ſhields, with ſo huge might and maine, 
That ſeem'd their ſoules they would haue ryucn quight 
Our of their breaſts, with furious deſpight. 
Yet could the Seneſchals no entrance find 
Into the Princes ſhield, whereit empight; 
So pure the metall was and well refyn'd, 
Put ſhauered all about, and ſcatteredin the wind. 


Not ſo the Princes; but wich *ſleſſe force, 
Into his ſhield it ready paſlage found, 
Both _—— his haberjeon, and eke his corſe : 
Which tumbling downe vpon the ſenſeleſſe ground, 
Gaueleaue voto his ghoſt from thraldomebound, 
To wander inthe griefly ſhades of might. 
There did the Prince him leaue in deadly fwound,; 
And thence vanto the Caſtle marched right, 

To fecif entrancethere as yet obtaine he might. 


But as he nigher drew, cheee nights he ſpyde, 

All arm'd to point, ifluing forth apace, 

Which towards him with all their powre did ride; 

And meeting him rightin the middlerace, 

Did all their ſpeares attonce on him enchace. 

As three great Culuerings for battery bent, 

And leueld all againſt one certaine place, 

Doe all attonce their thunders rage forth-renr, 
That makes the wals to ſtagger with aſtoniſhment: 


So all attoncethey on the Fiince did thonder 
Whofrom his ſaddle ſwarued nought afide, 
Neto their force gaue way, that was great wonder, 
But hike a Bulwarke, firmely did abide; 
Rebutting him, which in the midſt didride, 
With ſo huge 1gour, that his morrtall lpeare 
Paſt chroughus ſhield, & pearc't through either ſide, 
That downe he f:Ilvpon his mother deare, 
And powred forth his wretched life in deadly dreare, 
6 
Whom when his other If es ſaw, they fled 
As faſt as feete could carrythem away ; 
AnJ after them the Prince as ſwiftly iped, 
To be aueng'd of their voknightly play. 
There whileſt they entring, th'one <1d ch'other ſtay, 
The hindmoſtinthegate he ouer-hent, 
And as he preſſed in, himthere did lay: 
His carkathe tumbling on the threſhold, ſent 
His groniog (oule ——_ place of puniſhment. 


7 
The other which was TR: , laboured faſt 
To ſperre the gate; but that ſame lumpe of clay, 
Whole grudging ghoſt was thereout fled and paſt , 
Right in the middeſt of the threſhold lay , 
That it the Poſterne did from cloſing ſtay : 
The whules the Prince had preiced in betweene, 
And entrance wonne. Strezghtth'other fled away, 
And ran into the hall, where he did weene 
Himlſelfe to ſaue : but he there flew him atthe ſcreene. 


8 

Then all the reſt which in F Ciſtlewere, 

Secing that ſad enſamplethem before, 

Durſt aot abide, but fled away for feare, 

And them conuayd our at a Poſterne dore. 

Long ſought the Prince: but when he found no more 

T'oppoſe againſt his powre, he forth iſſued 

Vato that Lady, where he her had lore, | 

And her gancheare, with what ſhe there had viewed, 
And what ſhc had not ſcene, within vnto her ſhewed. 


Whe 
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Who with right humble thankes him goodly greeting, 


For ſo greatproweſle, as he there had proucd, 
Much greater then was euer in her weeting, 
With great admirance inwardly was moued, 
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I 
ww T often falsin courſe of common life, 


Bur luſtice, though her dome ſhe doeprolong, 
Yet at the laſt ſhe will her owne cauſe right. 


As by {ad Belge ſcemes , whoſe wrongs though long 


She luffred, yet atlength ſhe did requight, 
And ſent redreſh 


2 
Whereof when newes was to that Tyrant brought . 


How that the Lady Belgs now had found 


A Champion, that had with his Champion fought, 


And laid his ſeneſchall lowe on the ground, 
And cke him ſelfe did threaten to confound, 
He ganto burnin rage, and fneſe in feare, 
Doubting ſad end of principlevnſound: 
Yet ſith he heard bur one, that did appeare, 

He did himſelfe encourage, and take better cheare. 


Natheleſſe himſelfe he antiend all in haſte, 
And forth he far'd with all his many bad, 
Ne ſtayed ſtep, till that he came art laſt 
Vnto be le, which they conquerd bad. 
There with huge terror, to be more ydrad, 
He ſternely marcht before the Caſtle gate; 
And with bold vaunts, and idlethreatning bade 
Deliver him his owne, ere yet too late, 


To which they had no right, norany wrongfull ſtate. 


4 
The Prince ſtayd not his anſwere to deuize, 


But opening ſtreight the Sparre, forth to him came, 


Full nobly mounted in right war-like wize; 


Andasked him, if that he were the ſame, 


And honourd him, with all that her bchoued. 
Thenceforth into that Caſtle he her led, 


With her two ſonnes, right deare of herbeloued, 


Where all that nighethem ſelues they cheriſhed, 


And from her balefull minde all care he baniſhed. 


_ — 
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Canto X1I, 
Prince Arthur owercomes the great 
Gerioneo in fight : 


Doth ſlay the Monſter , and reſtore 
Belge unto her right. 


Thatright, long time, is ouerborne of wrong, 
d Through auarice, or powre, or guile,or ſtrife, 


e thereof by this braue Briton Knight. 


That ſcem'd a marble rocke aſun 
6 


Thereto a 


As he was wont, and 

He met him with a counter-ſtroke ſo ſwift, 
Thar quite ſmit off his arme, as he it vp did lift. 
Cc 3 There- 
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Who all thatwrong vnro that wofull Dame 
So long had done, and from her natwe land 
Exiled her, thatall the world (pake ſhame. 
He boldly anſwerd him, he there did ſtand 


That weakens her, and makes her party ſtrong: That would his doings iuſtific with his owne hand. 
5 
With that, fo furiouſly at him he flew, 


As if he would haue ouer-run him {treight 
And with his huge great iron axe gan hew 
So hideouſly vpon his armour bright, 
As he to peeces would haue chopr it quight: 
That the bold Prince was force foole ro giue 
To his firſt rage, and yeeldto his deſpight;- 
Thewhil'ſt athimſo dreadfully hednue, * 

& could have riue, 


aduantage cke he has | 
Through his three double hands thrice multiplide, 
Beſides the double »Which in them was: 
For, ſtill when fir occafion did betide, 

He could his weapon ſhift fron fide to fide, 

From hand to hand, and with ſuch nimbleſſe ly 
Could wield abour, that erc it were eſpide, 

The wicked ſtroke did wound his enemy, 


Behinde, beſide, before, as he it liſt apply. 
7 
Which vncouth vſe when as the Prince 


wed, 
He gan to watch the wielding of his hand, 


Leaſt by ſuch fleight he were vnwares decciued; 
And euer erc he ſawe the ſtroke to land, 
He would it meere, and warily withſtand. 


One time, when he his weapon fayn'd to ſhift, 
Eon handeo hand, 
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8 
Therewith, all fraught with fury and diſdaine, 
He brayd aloud - very fell deſpight ; 
And ſodainely t'auenge him felte againe, 
Gad into one aſſemble all the might 
Of all his hands, and heaued them on hight, 
Thinking to pay him with that one for all: 
But the ſad ſteele ſeizd not, where itwas gt 
Vpon the childe, but ſomewhat ſhort did fall ; 
And balnies on his horſes head, him quite did mall. 


Downe ſtreightto ground fa his aſtoniſhtſteed, 

Andcke to th'earth his burden with him bare: 
But he himſelfe full lightly from him freed, 
And gan him ſelfe co bole on foot prepare. 
Whereof when asthe G14nt was aware, 
He wor right blythe, as he had got thereby, 
And laughtſo loud, thatall his teeth wide bare 
One might haueſeene ——_. diſorderly, 

Like to aranke of piles, thatpitched arc awry. 

10. 

Eftſoones againe his axe heraught on hie, 
Ere he werethroughly buckled to his geare 3 
And can let driue athim fo dreadfully, 
Thathad he chaunced nothisſhieldto reare, 
Erethat huge ſtroke arriued on him neare, 
He had him ſurely clouen quite in twaine. 
But th'Adamantine ſhield, which he did beare, 
So well was tempred,that(for allhis maine) 

It would no paſſage yeeld vnto his purpoſe yaine. 


It 

Yet was the ſtroke ſo forcibly applide, 

That madc him ſtagger with vncertaineſway, 

As if he would hauetottered to one fide. 

Wherewith full wroth, he fiercely gan aſſay, 

That curt'fie with like kindneſle to repay ; 

And ſmote at him with ſo importune might, 

Thattwo more of his armes did fall away, 

Likefruitleſſe branches, which the hatchers light 
Hath pruned from the natiue tree, and cropped quight. 
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With that, all mad and furious he grew, 
Like afell maſtifte through enragivg heat, 
And curſt, and band, and blaſphennes forth threw, 
Againſthis gods, and fire to | did threat, 
And hellvnto him elfewith horror great. 
Thenceforth he car'd no more, which way he ſtrooke, 
Nor where it light, but gan to chaufe and fiwear, 
Anegnaſhthisteeth, and his head at himſhooke, 
And fternely him beheld with grim and ghaſtly looke. 


I 
Nought fear'd the childe kislookes, ne yet his threats, 
But onely wexed now the more aware, 
To {ane him ſclfe from thoſe his furious heats, 
And watch aduantage, how to work his care , 
The which good Fortune to him offred faire. 
For, as he ; Nis rage him ouer-ſtrooke, 
He ere he could his weapon backerepaire, 
His fide all bare and naked ouertooke, 


And with his mortallſteel quite through the body ſtrooke. 


14 
Through all three bodies he bim ſtrook attonce; 
That all the three atronce fell on the Plaine : 
Elſe ſhould he thrice haue needed,for the nonce, 
Them to haue ſtricken, and thrice to haue Nlaine. 
So now all three one ſenſelefſe lumperemaine, 
Enwallow'd in his owne black bloudy gore, 
And byting th'earth for very deaths dildaine ; 
Who with a cloud of nighthim coucring, bore 
Downe to the houſe of doole , his dayes there todeplore. 


I 
Which when the Ladyfrom Ss Caſtleſaw, 
Where ſhewith her two ſonnes did looking ſtand 
She towards himin haſte her ſelfe did draw, 
To greet him the good fortune of his hand : 
Andall the oberbeth of towneand land, 
Which there ſtood gazing from the Cities wall 
Vpon theſe warriours, greedy t'ynderſtand 
To whether ſhould the vitory befall, 
Now when they ſawc ittalne, they eke him greeted all, 
16 


But Belge, with her ſonnesproſtrated lowe 
Before his feet,in all thatpeoples ſight, 
Moogſt o__ mixing ſom tears, mongſt weale ſon wo, 
Him thus beſpake ; 6 moſt redoubred Knight, 
The which haſt me, of all moſt wretched wight, 
Thatearſt was dead, reſtor'd to life againe, 

+ And theſe weake impesreplanted by thy might ; 

What guerdon canl giuethee for thy paine, 

But cucn that which thou ſauedſ, thine ſtill to remaine ? 


I7 
He took her vp forby the lilly hand, 
And her recomforted the beſt he might, 
Saying ; Deare Ladie, deeds ought not beſcand. 
By th'authors manhood, northe dooers might, 
But by their tructh and by the cauſes right: 
Thatſameisit, which fought for you Bis day. 
What other meed then need meto requight, 
Butthat which yeeldeth vertnes meed alway ? 
Tharis the vertucſelfe, which herteward doth pay. 


18 
She humbly thankt him for that wondrous grace, 
And furtherſayd; Ah Sir, butmoteyepleaſle, 
Sith ye thus farre haue tendred my poore caſe, 
As from my chicfeſtfoe meto releale, 
That your victorious armewill not yet ceaſe, 
Till ye haue rooted all therelickes out 
Of be vilerace, and ſtabliſhed my peace. 
Whatis thereelſe, ſayd he, left of their rout? 
Declare it boldly Dame, and do notſtand indout, 


I 
Then wore you, Sir, thatin Gig Church hereby 
There ſtands an [doll, of great noteand name, 
The which this Giant reared firſt on hie, 
And of his owne vaine fancies thought did frame : 
To whom for endlefle horrout of his ſhame, 
He offred vp for daily ſacrifize 
My children and my people barnt in flame; 
With all the tortures that he could deuize, 
The more t'aggrate his god with ſuch his bloudy guize, 
And 
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And vnderneath this 1doll there doth lie 

An hideous monſter, that doth itdefend, 

And feeds on all the carcaſſes, that die 

In ſacrifice vnto that curſcd feend : 

Whoſe vgly ſhape none cuer ſawe, nor kend, 

That euer {cap't: for, of a manthey ſay 

It has the voice, that ſpeeches forth doth ſend, 

Euen blaſphemous words, which ſhe doth _ 
Our of her poyſnous entrails, fraught with dire decay, 


21 
Which when the Prince heard tell, his heart gan yearne 
For greatdeſire that Monſter to aflay, 
And prayd the place of her abodeto carne. 
Which being ſhew'd, he gan himſelfe ſtreight way 
Thereto addrcfle,and his bright ſhield diſplay. 
Soto the Church he came, where it was tolde, 
The Monſter vnderneath the Altarlay ; 
There hethat [doll fawe of maſſe golde 
Moſt richly made, but there no Monſter did behold. 


22 
Vpon the Image with his naked blade 
Three times, as in defiance, there heſtrooke 3 
And the third time, out of an hidden ſhade, 
There forth iſſewd, from vnder th'Altars \mooke, 
A dreadfull feend, with foule deformed looke, 
Thar ſtretch it ſelfe, as it had long lien fall; 
And her long taile and feathers ſtrongly ſhooke; 
That allthe Templedid with terror fill; 
Yethim nought terrifide, thar feared nothing ill. 


2 

An huge great Beaſt it was, Oi itin length 

Was ſtretched forth, that nigh fild allthe place, 

And ſeem'd to be of infinite great ſtrength ; 

Horrible, hideous, and of helliſhrace, 

Borne of the brooding of Echidna baſe, 

Or othei like infcroall Furies kinde : 

For, of a Mayd ſhe had the outward fate, 

To hide the horrour, which did lurke behind, 
The better to beguile, whom ſheſo fond did finde. 
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Thereto the body of 2 dog ſhe had, 

Full of fcll rauin and fierce greedineſle; 

A Lions clawes, with powre and rigour clad, 

Torend and teare what-ſo ſhe can opprelle 3 

ADragons tale, whoſe ſting without redreſle 

Full deadly wounds, where-ſoit1s —_ 

An Eagles wings for ſcope and ſpeedinefle, 

That nothing may eſcape her reaching might, 
Whereto ſhe euer liſt ro make her hardy flighr; 


25 
Much like in fou!nefle and deformitie k 
Voto that Monſter, whom the Theban Koight, 
The father of thatfarall progeny, 
Made kill her ſelfe for very hearts deſpight, 
That he hadread her riddle, which no vs 4g 
Could cuet loole, but ſuffred deadly doole. 
So alſo did this Monſter vſe like m_ 
To many a one, which camevnto erſchool, 
Whom ſhe did purto death, decciued like a fool ! 


26 
She comming forth, whea as ſhe firſt beheld 
The armed Prince, with ſhield fo blazing brighe, 


Her ready to aſlaile, was eld, 
And as diſmayd with ne ne ſight, 


That back ſhe would haue turnd for affright. 
But he gan her with courage roger ogg 
T hat forc't her turne againe in her vs 3. 
To aut het ſelfe, leaſt that he did her lay : 

And ſure he had her flaine, had ſhenot turnd her way. 


27 
Tho, when ſhe ſawe,that ſhe was forc'tro fighr, 
She flew at him, like to an helliſh feend, 
And on his ſhield took hold with all her might, 
As itthat it ſhe would in peecesrend, 
Orreaue out of the hand, that did it hend. 
Strongly he ſtroue out of her preedy pri 
To 9, his ſhield, and long Siile |» 2 
But when he could nor quite rt, with one ſtri 
Her Lions clawes he on feete away did wipe. 


28 
With that, aloud ſhe ganto bray and yell, 
And fowle blafphemous ſpecches forth did caſt, 
And bitter curſes, horrible to tell; 
Thatcuen the Temple wherein ſhe was plac't, 
Did quake to heare, and nigh aſiinder braſt. 
Tho, with her huge long tayle ſhe at him ftrooke, 
T hat madehim ſtagger, and ſtand halfeaghaſt 
Withtrembling ioynts, as he for terrorſhooke ; 
Who nought was terrifide, but greater courage tooke. 
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As when the Maſt of "ik... 2" timbred hulke 
Is with the blaſt of ſome outragious ſtorme 
Blowne downe, it ſhakes the bottom of the bulk, 
And makes herribsto crack, as they weretorve, 
Whal'ſt ſtill ſhe ſtands as tonaiſhit and forlorne : 
So was he ſtonn'd with ſtroke of her huge taile. 
Bur ere that it ſhe backe againe had borne; 
He with his ſword it ftrook, that withour faile 

He ioynted it, and mard the fwingiog of her flaile. 


0 

Then gan ſhecry much N24 then afore, 

That all In without) it heard; 

And Belg6(elte was therewith ſtoned ſore, 

As if the onely ſound therof ſhefeard. 

But then the feend her ſelfe more fiercely reard 

Vpon her wide great wings, and ſtrongly flew 

W':th all her body at his head and beard 3 

That had he not forſeene with heedfull view, 
And thrown his ſhictd atween, ſhe had khimdone to rew- 


X x 
Bur as ſhe preſt on him wich heauy ſway, 
Vander her wombe hisfarallfwordherhruſt, 


And for her entrailes made an way, 
>. dncforb che which once eng rut, 
Like to a damb guſhe, 
Andpowed out ef heridferiall Gnke 
Moſt vgly filth, and psyfon therewith ruſhr, 
That him nigh choked with the deadly ſtinke : 
SLES 07 nnts (Re. 
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Then downe to ground Felfchar deformed Maſle, 


Breathing our cloudes of ſulphur fowle and blacke, 


In which a puddle of contagion was, 
More loath'd then Lerna, or then Stygian lake, 
Thar any man would nigh awhaped make. 


Whom when he {awe on ground, he was 6. wy 


And ſtreight wentforth his gladneſſe to partake 


With Belge,who watchr allthis while full ſad, 


Wayting what cod would be of thatſame danger drad. 


Whom when ſhe ſaw ſo oyoadly come forth, 
She gan reioyce, and ſhewtriumphant cheare, 
Lauding and prayſing hisrenowmed worth, 

 Byall the names that honorablewere. 
Then in he brought her, and herſhewed there 
Thepreſent of hus paines, that monſters ſpoyle, 
And eke that Idoll deem'd ſocoſtly deare; 
Whom he did allto peeces breake and foyle 

In filthy durt,and left ſo in theloathly ſoyle. 


4 
Then all the people, which beheld that day, 
, Ganſhour aloud,that vnto heaven it rong 3 
And all the damzels of that towne in wy 


Came dancing forth, and ioyous Carrolles ſong : 


So himthey led through all their ſtreers along, 
Crowned with hab of immortall bayes, 
Andall the yulgar did about them throng, 
Toſcethe man, whoſecuerlaſting prayle 

They all were bound toall poſteritics to raiſe, 


Therchewith Belge did able remaine, 
Making great tcaſt and ioyous merriment, 
Vanrill Fad herſertled in her raigne, 
With ſafe aſſurance and eſtabliſhment. 
Then to his firſt emprize his mind he lent, 
Full lo#thto Jolge, and toallthereſt : 
Of whom yettaking leaue, thenceforth he went 
And to his former iourney him addreſt, 
On which long way he rode, ne cuer day didreſt. 
6 


But turne wenow to noble A rthegall; 
Who, hauing left Mercilla, ſtrezght way went 
On his firſt queſt, the which him forth did call, 
To weet, to worke Irenaes franchiſement, 
And cke Grantortoes worthy puniſhment. 
So forth he fared as his — 
With onely Talws waiting diligent, 
Through ——_ alata. 4 much way did paſs, 
Till nigh voto the place atlength approch' he has. 
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There as he traucld by theway,he met 
An aged wight,wayfaring all alone, 
Who through his yeares long ſince aſide had ſet 
The vſe of armes,and battell quite forgone : 
To whom as he approch't,he anone, 
Thatit was he which whilome did attend 
Onfaire Irene in berafflition, 
When firſt ro Faery Court he ſaw her wend, 


Vato his ſoucraine Queene her ſuitefor to commend. 


, 
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Whom by his name Gleting,thes he gan ; 

Haile good Sir Sergis, trueſt Koightaliue, 

Well ride in all thy Ladies troubles than, 

When her that Tyrant did of Crowne depriue; 

What new occaſion doth thee hither driue, 

Whiles ſhe alone is left, and thou herefound 2 

Or is ſhe thrall, or dath ſhe not ſuruiue ? 

To whom he thus; She liucth ſure and ſound ; 
But by that Tyrant is in wretched thraldome bound, 


For, ſhe preſuming on h'appoinel tyde, 
In which ye promiſt, as ye were a Knight, 
To meete her at the ſaluage [lands fps 
(And then and there for tryall of her right 
With her vorighteous enemy to fight) 
Did thither come, where ſhe (affraid of nought) 
By guilefull treaſon and by ſabtill light 
Surpriſed was, and to Grantorto brought, 
Who herimpriſon'd hath, and her life often ſought. 


40 

And now he hathto her pretixt a day, 

By which, if thatno Champion doe appeare, 

Which will her cauſe in battailous array 

Aoainſt him iuſtifie, and proue her cleare 

all thoſe crimes, that fe gainſt her doth reare, 

She death ſhall by. Thoſe tydings ſad 

Did much abaſh Sir Arthegall to heare, 

And gricued ſore, that through his fault ſhe had 
Fallen intothat Tyrants hand and vſage bad. 


41 

Then thus replide ; Now ſure and by my life, 
Too much am I too blame for that faire Maide, 
That haue her drawne to all this troublous ſtrife, 
Through promiſe to afford her timely ayde, 
Which by default Ihauc not yet defraide. 
But witneſle ynto me, ye heauens, that knew 
How cleare I am from blame of this vpbraide: 
For, ye into like thraldome me did throwe, 


And kept from compliſhing the faith, which I did owe. 
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But now aread, Sir Serg#, how long (pace 
Hath he her lent a Championto prouide: 
Tendaies, quoth he, he granted of grace, 
For that he weeneth well, before that tide 
None can haue tydings to aſliſt her ſide. 
For, all the ſhores, which to the ſea accoſte, 
He day and night doth ward both farre and wide, 
That none can therearriue withoutan hoſte: 
So her hedeemes already but a damned ghoſt. 
4 
Now turne againe, Sir Art Dal then layd: 
For if I liue till thoſe ten dayes hauc end, 
Aſſure your ſclfe, Sir Knight, ſhe ſhall haue ayd, 
Though I this deareſt life for her do ſpend; 
= backeward _— with _ did wend. 

0, as they rode together on their way, 
Arout of people ra wr them nad, 
Flocking togetherin confuſde array, 

Asif thatthere were ſome tumultous affray. 
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To which as they approachr, the cauſe to knowe, 
They {awe a Knightin dangerous diſtreſſe 
Of a ruderout, ham chafing to and fro, 
That ſought with lawlefle powre him to o "I 
And bring in bondage of their brutiſhneſle ; 
And farre away, anud their rake-hell bands, 
They {pide a Lady leftallſuccourleſle, 
Crying, and holding vp her wretched hands 


To him tor aigg, who long in yaine their rage withſtands. 
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Yer ſtill he ſtrives, oe any penill ſpares, 
To reſcue her from their rude violence, 
And like a Lion wood amongſt them fares, 
Dealing his dreadtull blowes with large diſpence, 
Gainſt which, the pallid death tndesno defence. 
Bur all in yaine ; their numbers 2re ſo great, 
That nought may boot to baniſh thein from thence : 
For,ſoone as he their outrage backedoth beat, 
They turne afreth, and ofi renew their former threat. 
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And now uy do ſo ſharpely him aſlay, 

That they his ſlveld in peeces battered haue, 

And forced him to throwe it quite away, 

Fro dangers dread bis doubtful life tolaue; 

Albe thatit moſt ſafety to hum gaue, 

And much did magnitic his noble name. 

For, from the day that he thus did iticaue, 

Amongſtall Knights he blotted was with blame, 
And counted but arccreant Kught, with endlefle ſhame. 
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Whom when they thus diſtreſſed did behold, 

They drew vnto his aide; but thatrude roug 

Them allo gan aflayle with outrage bold, 

And forced them, how-cuer ſtrong and ſtout 

They were, as well ors 10 many a doubt, 

Backeto recule ; vntill that yron man 

With his huge flule began to lay abour; 

From wholc ſtcrne _ they diftuſed ran, 
Like ſcattered chaffe, the which the wind away doth fan, 


48 

So when that knight from perill cleare was freed, 
He drawing neere, began to greet them faire, 
And yeeld great thankes for theirſo goodly decd, 
In ſauing hun from dangerous deſpaire 
Of thoſe, which ſought his life for to empaire. 
Of whom Sir Arthegall gan then enquere 
The whole occaſion of has late misfare, 
And who he was, and whatthoſevillaines were, 


The which with mortall malice him purſu'd ſoneere, 


49 | 
To whom he thus; My name is Burbon hight, 
Well knowne, and far renowmed heretofore, 
Vntill late miſchiefe did vpon me light, 
That all my former prayle hath blemiſheſore3 
And thatfurc Lady, which in thatvprore 
Ye with thoſe caytiues ſawe, Flowrdels hi hr, 
Is mire own Loue, though me ſhe haue forlore, 
Whether withheld from me by wrongfullmight, 
Or with hex owne good will, I cannot read arig 


—— 
—_— 
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But ſure to me her faith ſhe firſt did plight, . 
To be my Loue, and take me Fw git 
Till that a Tyrant, which Grantorto hight 
With golden gifts, and many a guilefulll word 
Entyced her, to him for to accord... + _ 
(O: who maynotwith gifts and words be tempted 2) 
Sith which, ſhe hath mecucr finceabhord, 
And to my foc hath guilefully conſented : 
Ay me: thatcuer guile 1a women was inucnted. 


$I 
And now he hath his tr of villains ſent, 
By open force to fetch her quite away : 
G.nſt whom, my ſelfe | long in vainchaue bent 
Torcskew her, and d.uly means allay, . 
Yetreskew her thence, by no meanes I may : 
- they doe me with multutude opprelle, 
And with vncquall might do ouer-lay, 
That oftI1 FAS ne 9 qreatdiftreſe | 
And forced to forgo th'attemptremedileſſe,.. 


F2 
But why haue ye, ſayd Arthegal, forborne 


Your owne good ſhichd in rous diſmay ? 
That isthe orearelt ſhane jay ry ans 


Which vatoany kni pe hebaypes may ' - 
Toloſe theb Re | hisdeoks diſplay. 
To whom Sir Burbon, bluſhing halfe for ſhame, 
Thar ſhall Lvnto you, quoth he, bewray 3 
Leaſt yetherfore mote happely me. blame, 
And deem it doenof wal, that through inforcement came. 


Trueis, that I at firſt was Subbed knight 
By a good knight the knightof the Rederoſſe; 
Who, wheg he gaue me armes, in field to fight, 
Gaue mi a ſhield, ip which he did endofle 
His deare Redeemers badge vpon the bolle: 
The ſame long whulcT bore, and therewithall 
Fought many 4 without wound or lolle; 
Therewith Grantorto.lelte I did appall, 
And made him oftentimes jn field beEremefall 


F4 
Bur, forthat many did that ſhicld enuie, 
And crucll enemies encreaſed more ; 
Tofſtinc all ſtrife and troublous enminie, 
That bloudy ſcutchin being battered lore, 
I laid afide, and haue of late forbore, 
Hoping thereby to have my Lou obtained: 
Yet can [| not my Louc haue nathemore ; 
For, ſhe by force is ſtill fro me detained, 
And with corruptfull bribes is to varruth miſ-rained, 


To whom thus Arthegail & | Sir knight, 

Hard is the caſe, the which ye do complaine; 

Yetnotſo hard (for nought ſo hard may light, 

Thatitto ſuch aſtrai became patidairane) 

As toabandon that which doth containe 

Your honours ſtile, that is your warlike ſhield. 

All perill oughtbelefle, and lcfſeallpgine 

Thcnlofle of famein diſaduentrous field; 
Dyerather, thea doe ought, tharmore - ran” 
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Not ſo, quoth he for, yet when time dothſerue, 
My former fhield I may reſume againe : 
To teryporize is not from truth to fyerue, 
Nefof ad rexme to entertaine, 
When as neceſſity doth it conftraine, 
Fic on ſuch forgery, ſayd Arthegal!, 
Vander one hood to ſhadow faces twaine. 
Knjghts oughtbe trac, and truth is onein all : 
Of all things to difſemble fowly may befall. 


57 
Yet let meyou of courteſie requeſt, 
Sayd Burbon, to affift me now at need 
Againſttheſe peſants, which haue me oppreſt, 
And forced meto ſo infamous deed, 
That yet my Loue may from their hands be freed. 
Sir Arthegall, albe he earſt did wyte 
His waucring mind, yet to his aydeagreed, 
And buckling him eftſoones yntothe tight -— = 
Did ſetvpon thoſe troupes with all his powre and might. 
8 
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Who flocking round about them, as a fwarme 
Of flycs vpon a birchen bough doth cluſter, 
Did them afſault with terrible allarme, » 
Andover all the fields themſelues did muſter, 
With bils and glayues making a dreadfull luſter ; 
Tharforc't atfirſt thoſe knights back to retire : 
As when the wrathfull Boreas doth bluſter, 


Nought abide the rage of his yre, 
Both x7. & beaſt do fly, and fucconr doc inquire. 
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But when as ouerblowen was that brunt, 
Thoſe knights _ afreſh them to afſayle, 
And all about the fields like Squirrels hunt; 
But chiefly Talws with his iron flayle, 
Gainſt which no flightnor reſcue more auaile, 
Made cruell hauocke of the baſer crew, 
And chaced them both ouer hill and dale : 
Theraſcall many ſoone they ouerthrew ; 


But the two knights themſclucs their captains did ſubdew. 
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Arlaſt, they came whereas that Lady bode, 
Whom now her keepers hauc ſorlaken quight, 
To ſauethem ſelues, and ſcattered were abroad: 
Her halfe difmayd they found in doubtfull plight, 
As neither glad nor ſory for their fight ; 
Yerwondrous faire ſhewas, and richly clad 
In royall robes, and many Iewe tigh t, 
But that thoſe villens through their bad 
Them fouly rent, and ſham defaced had. 


Gx 

But Burbow,ftreight diſmounting from his ſteed, 
Vato __ with y = defire, 
And catching her faſt by her weed 
Would have embraced her goon yes: BY 
But ſhe, back-ftarting with diſdainefullire, 
Bad him-auaunt, ne would ynto his lore 
Allured be, for prayer nor for meed: 


Whom when thoſe Knights ſo froward andforlore 
Beheld, they her rebuked and vpbrayded (Rte. 
6 


2 
Sayd Arthegall ; What foul diſgrace is this, 

Too faire Lady, as ye ſeeme1n ſight, 

To blot = beauty, thatvnblemiſhe is, 

With ſo foule blame, as breach of faith onceplight, 

Or change of Loue for any worlds delight? 

Is ought on earth ſo precious or deare, 

As prayſe and honour ? Or is ought ſo bright 

And beaurifull, as glories beames appeare? 
Whoſe goodly light bh Phebuslampe doth ſitine mord 

63 (cleare. 

Why then will ye, fond Dame, attempted be 

Vato a ſtrangers loue, ſolightly placed, 

For gifts of gold, or any worldly glee, 

Tolcauec the Loue, that ye before embraced, 

Andlet your fame with falshood be defaced ? 

Fic on the pelfe, for which good name is ſolde, 

And honour with indignity debaſled : 

Dearer is loue then life, and fame then gold; 


But dearer then them both, your faith once plighted hold. 


64 . 
Much was the Ladie in her gentle mind 
Abaſht athis rebuke, that bit her neare, 
Neoughtto anſwere thereunto did find ; 
But hanging downe her head with heauy cheare, 
Stood long amaz'd, as ſhe amated weare, 
Which Burbon ſecing, her againe aflayd, 
Andclaſping twizt his armes, her vp didreare 
Vpon lus ſtcede, whiles ſhe no whitgaine-ſayd; 
So bore her quite away,nor well nor ill apaid. 
6 


s 
Nath'lefſe the yron man did ſtillpurſew 
Thatraſcall many with yopitnicd ſpoyle; 
Ne ceaſled not, till all their ſcattred crew 
Into theſea he droue quite from that ſoyle, 
The which they troubled had with great turmoyle. 
But Artheoall,ſeeing his cruel! wel 
Commandedhim from flaughtertorecoyle, 
And to his voyage gan againe proceed, 


For thatthe terme approching faſt, required ſpeed, 
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Arthegall doth Sir Burbon aide >, 
And blames for changing ſhield : 
He with the great Grantorte fights, 

And ſlayeth hins in field, 
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I 
Ko & Sacred hunger of ambitious mindes, 
4 5 And impotentdefireof mento raigne ! 
\ Whs neither dread of God, that diuels bindes, 
>> & Norlawes of men, that C6mon-weals contain, 
Nor bands of Nature, that wilde beaſts reſtraine, 
Can keep from outrage, and from doing wrong, 
Where they may hope a kingdometo obtaine. 
No faith ſo firme, no truſt can be ſo ſtrong, 
No loucſo laſting then, that may enduren long. 
2 
Witneſſe may Burbon be, whom all the bands, 
Which may a Koight aſſure, had ſurely bound, 
Vntill the loue of Lordſhup and of land s 
Made him become moſt faithlefle and vaſound : 
And witneſle be Gerioneo found, 
Who for like cauſe fire Belge did oppreſle, 
Andrightand wrong moſt cruelly confound: 
And ie now Grantorto, who no lelle 
Then allthe reſt burſt out to all outrageouſneſle. 


Gainſt whom Sir Arthegall, foos hauing fince 
Taken in hand th'exploit, being thereroo 
Appointed by that mighty Faery Prince, 
Great Gloriane, that tyrant to fordoo, 
Through other great aduentures hithertoo 
Had ittorſlackt. But now time drawing oy, 
To him afſynd, her high bcheaſt to doo, 
To the ſea ſhore he gan his way -pply; | 

To weet, if ſhipping ready he mote there deſcrie. 


4 
Tho, when they cameto the ſea coaſt, they found 

A ſhip all ready (a5 good fortunefell) 
To pur to (ea, with whom they did compound, 
Topalle them over, wherethem liſt to tell : 
The winde and weather ſcrued them fo well, 
That in onedaythey withthe coaſt did fall; 
Whereas they ready found, them to repell, 
Great hoſtes of men in order Martia!l, 


Which them forbad to 1nd, and footing did forſtall, 
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But nathemore would they 9 landrefraine: 
But when as nigh vnto the ſhore they drew, 
That footof man mightſound the bottom plaine, 
Talws into the (ea did forth iſſew, ; 
Though darts from ſhore, & ſtones they at him threw; 
And wading through the wages with ſtedfaſt ſway, 
Maugre the might of all choſe troupes in view, 
Did winthe ſhore, whence hethem chaſt away, 

And madeto fly, like Doves, whom th'Eagle doth affray, 

6 


The whyles,Sir Arthegall, with that old knight 
Didforth deicend, there being none them neare, 
And forward marched to a towne in ſighe. 

By this, came tydingsto the Tyrants care, 
By thoſe, which earſt did fly away forfeare 
Of their arrivall : wherewith troubled fore, 
He all his forces ſtreight ro him did reare, 
Andforth ifſui og with his ſcours afore, 
Meant them to haue incountred, ere they leftthe ſhore. 


7 
But ere he marched fatre, he with them mer, 
And fiercely charged them withall his force; 
But Tal«s ſternely did vponthem ſer, 
And bruſht, and drm them without remorſe, 
That on the ground he left full many a corſe; 
Neany able was himto withſtand, 
But he then oucrthray both man and horſe, 
That they lay ſcattered over all the 1ind, 
As thicke as doth the ſeed after the ſowers hand ; 
« 8 


Till Arthegalt him ſeeing ſo to rage, 
Will'd bim to ſtay, and figne oftruce did make : 
To which all hearkoing, did awhile aſfwage 
Their to:ces fury, and their terror like ; 
Till he an Htrauld cald, and to him ſpake , 
Willing him wend ynto the Tyrant ſtreighe, 
Andtelj him tharnot for ſuch hters lake 
He thither came, but for to try theright 

Of faire Irenars cauſe with him ia ſingle fight, 
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Andwilled him forto "0 with ſpeed 
His ſcattered people, erc they all were ſlaine, 
And time and place conuenicnt to arced, 
In which, they two the combat might darraine. 
Which meſſage when Grantorto heard, full faine 
And glad he was the ſlaughter ſo to ſtay, 
And pointed for the combat twixt them twaine 
The morrowe next,ne gaue him _— dayz 

So ſounded the retraite, and drew his folke away. 


0 
That night, Sir Arthegall did cauſe his tent 
Thereto be vitchel on the open Plaine; 
For, he had giuen ſtrei 
That none ſhould dare him once to entertaine : 


tcommandement, 


Which nonedurſt break, though many would right fain 


For faire Irena, whom they loued deare. 
Bur yet olde Sergidid ſo well him paine, 
Thar from cloſe friends, that dar'd not to appeare, 
Heall thipgs did puruay, which for them ne WCTres 
It 


The morrow next, that was the diſmall day, 
Appointed for Irenas death before, 
So ſoone as it did to the world diſplay 
His chearefull face, and Iight to men reſtore, 
The heauy Mayd, to whom nonetydings bore 
Of Arthegallsarriuall, herto free, 
Lookt vp with eyes full ſad, and heart full ore; 
Weening her lifes lafthowre then ncere tv bee, 
Sith no redemption nigh ſhe did nor heare nor ſee. 


12 
Then vp ſhe roſe, and on her ſelfe did dight 
Moſtſqualid garrhents, fit for ſuch a day; 
And with dullcount'nance, and with dolefull fpright, 
She forth was brought in ſorrowfull diſmay, 
For to receiuethe doom of her decay. 
But comming to the place, and finding there 
Sir Artherall, in battaulous array 
Wayrtin Tus foe, it did her dead heart cheare, 
Andnewlife to her lent, in midſt of deadly feare. 
I 
Like as atendcr Roſein Ge, Plaine, 
That with vntimely droughtnigh withered was, 
And huog the awy 4 ſoone as few drops of raine 
Thereon diſtilland deaw her dainty face, 
Gins to looke vp, and with freſh wonted grace 
Difſpreds the glory of her leaues gay ; 
Such was Irenas countenance, (uch her caſc, 
When Arthegallſhe ſawe inthatarray, 
There wayting for the tyrant, till it was farre day. 


14 
Who came at lenpth, with proud preſumptuous gate, 
Into thefield, Wo CE _ 
All armed in a coat of iron plate, 
Of greatdefencetoward the deadly feare, 
And on his head a ſteele-cap he did weare 
Of colour _ browne, butſure & ſtrong 3 
And in tus hand an huge Polaze did beare, 
Whoſe ſteele was iron ſtudded, but notlong, 
With which he wont to fight, to iuſtific his wrong, 


I 
Of ſtature huge, and Ty. he was, 
Liketo a Giant for his monſtrous hight, 
And didinftrength moſtſorts of men lurpaſs, 
Neeucr any found his match in _ ; 
Thereto he had great skill in fingle ght; 
His face was vgly, and his countenance ſterne, 
That could haue frayd onewiththe very ſight, 
And gaped like a gulfe, when he did gerne, 
That whether man or monſter one could fearſe diſcerne. 


16 
Soone as he did within the liſtes appeare, 
With dreadfulllooke he Arthegall beheld, 
As it he would haue daunted hum with feare, 
And grinning prieſly, did againſt himweld 
His deadly weapon, which 10 hand he held. 
But th'Elfin (wayne, that oft had ſeene like ſight, 
Was with his ghaſtly count'nance nothing queld, 
But gan him ſtreight to buckle to the fight, 
And caſt his ſhield about, to be in ready plight. 


7 

The Trumpets ſound, and they together goe, 
With dreadfull terror, and wh Rl intent; 
And their huge frokes full dangerouſly beſtowe, 
To doc moſt dammage, where as moſtthey menr. 
But with ſure force and fury violent, 
The tyrant thundred his thicke blowes ſo faſt, 
Thatthrough the iron walles their way they rent, 
And cuentothe vitall parts they paſt, 

Ne ought could them endure, bur all they cleft or braſt. 


18 
Which cruell outrage, when as Arthegall 
Did well auize, thenceforth with wary heed 
He ſhund his ſtrokes, where-eucr they didfall, 
And way did giue vnto their ——_— ſpeed : 
As when a skilfull Mariner doth reed 
A ſtorme approching, that doth penll threar, 
He will not bide the danger of ſuch dread, 
But ſtrikes his ſayles,and vercth his main-ſheat, 
And lends ynto it leaue the emprie ayreto beat. 


I 
So did the Faery Knight himſelfe abeare, 
And ſtouped oft, his head from ſhameto ſhield : 
No ſhame to ſtoupe, ones head more high to reare, ' 
And muchto gaine, alittle forto yield; 
Soſtouteſt kmghts doen oftentimes ia field. 
Bur ſtill the tyrant ſternely at him layd, 
And did his iron axe fo nimbly wield, 
That many wounds into his fleſh it made, 
And with his burdenons blowes him ſore did ouer4ade. 


20 
Yet, when as fitaduantage he did (py, 
The whiles the —_ fclon high didreare 
His cruell hand, to {mite him mortally, 
Vader his ſtroke he to him ſtepping neare, 
Rightin the flanke him foods with deadly dreare, 
Thatthe gore-bloud, thence guſhing gricuouſly, 
Did vnderneath him like a pond appeare, 
Andall his armour did with purple dic; 
Thercat he brayed loud, and yelled dreadfully 
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21 

Yet the huge ſtroke, which he before intended, 
Kept on his courle, as he didit dire, 
And with ſuck monſtrous poiſe adowne deſcended, 
That ſcemed nought could him from death protect: 
Buthe it well did ward withwiſereſpe&, 
And twixthim and the blowe his ſhield did caſt, 
Which thereon ſeizing, tooke no great cffe&t 
But byring deepe therein, did ſticke lo faſt, 

That by no meanes it backe againe be forth could wraft. 

22 

Long while he tugd and ſtroue, to get it out, 
And all his powre applyed there-vnto, 
Thathethere-with the Knightdrew all abour : 
Nath'lefſe, for all that cucrhe could doe, 
His axe he could not from his ſhield vndoe. 
Which Arthegall percciuing, ſtrooke no more, 
Butloofing loan his ſhicld, did it forgoc, 
And whiles he combred was there-withſo ſore, 

He gan at him let drive more fiercely then afore. 


2 

Sowell he him purſew'd, Fe ck the laſt, 

He ſtrooke him with Chryſaor on the head, 

T hat with the ſouſe thereof full ſoreagaſt, 

He ſtaggered to and fro in doubtfull ſtead. 

Againe, whiles hc him ſaw ſo ill beſted, 

He did him ſmite with all his might and mane, 

That falling on his mother carth he fed : 

V'Vhom when he ſaw proſtrated onthe Plaine, 
He lightly reft his head, to caſe him of his paine. 


24 
Which when the people round about him ſaw, 
They ſhouted all tor ioy of his luccelle, 
Glad to be quit from that proud Tyrants awe, 


Which with ſtrong poven did them long time opprelle ; 


And running all with greedy ioyfulneſle 

To fare Irena, at her feet did fall, 

And her adored with due humbleneſle, 

As their truc Liege and Princeſle naturall; 
And eke her champions glory ſounded over all. 


| 25 
Who,ftraight her leading with meet maieſty 
Vntothe Palace where they Kings did raigne, 
Did her therein cſtabliſh peaceably, 
And to her kingdomes ſeat reſtore againe ; 
And all ſuch perſons as did late maintaine 
That Tyrants part, with cloſe or openayd, 
He ſorely punithed with heauy paine; 
Thatin ſhort ſpace,whiles there with her he ſtaid, 
Not one was left, thatdurſt her once haue diſobaid. 
26 
During which time that he did there remaine, 
His ſtudie was true Iuſtice how to deale, 
And day and night employ'd his buſie paine 
How toreformethatragged Common-weale : 
Andthat ſame iron man which could reueale 
All hidden crimes, through all that Realme heſent, 
Toſearch out thoſe that vs'd to rob and ſteale, 
Or did rebell gainſt lawfull goucrament ; 
On whom he did infli& moſt gricuous puniſhment. 


LINMI 


. 27 

But ere he could reforme it thoroughly,” 

He through occaſion called was _ 

To Fatry-Court, that of neceſſity 
His courle of Tuſtice he wasfore't to ſtay, 

And Talws to reuoke from theright way, 

In which he was that Realme forto redrefle. 

But envies clowsd ſtill dimmeth vertucs ray. 

So hauing freed Irena from diſtreſle, | 
He tooke his leauc of her, there left in heauineſle. 


28 
Tho, as he backe returned fram that land, . 
And there arriu'd againe whence forth he ſer, 
He had notpaſlled farze vpon the ſtrand, 
When-as two old ill fauour'd my he met, 
By the way fide becing together (et,, | 
Two griclly creatures ; and, to that their faces 
Moſt toule and filthy were, their garments yet 
_—_ all ragd and tatter'd, their diſgraces 
Did m 


2 
The one of them, that elder * qa_ 


With her dull cyes did ſcemeto looke askew, 


That her miſ-ſhape much helpt; and her foule haire 


Hung looſe aud loathlomely : there-to her hew 
VVas wan and leane, that all her teeth arew, 


the more augment, and made moſt vgly caſes. 


And all her bones, might through her checks be red ; 


Her lips were like raw leather, pale and blew : 
And as ſhe ſpake, there-with ſhe flauered; 


Yet ſpake ſhe (c|dome,but thought more,the lefle ſhee ſed. 


- 


30 
Her hands were foule and durty, neuer waſht- 
In all her life, with long payles over-raught, 


Like;Patrgcks clawes : with th'one of which ſhe ſcratchr 


Her curſed head, altbough it itched naught; 
The rev wt pom wath _—_ rangi 
On which ſhe fed, and gnawed hungerly,-... 
As if thatlon nor ar en <0 
That roupd about her iawes one 

The bloudy gore and poylondropping lothlomly.. 


38 
Her name was Envy, knowenwellthereby; - 
Whole nature 1s to grieue, and atall 
That cuer ſhe ſees pra "; (THI, 
VVhole fightro her is cralle may fall, 
And vexcth fo, that her cate her | 
For, when ſhe wanteth other 


Andofher cune foule cnmeblenibelinn latothess 


She feeds on her owne mawe 
Meat fit for ſuch a monſters ſhoaſterons dicat.”- | 


3% 

And if ſhe haptof any goodtobearey + | |): + 
That had to any happi | | 
Then would ſhein] 
Her fleſh for felneſſe, which ſhe 1oward hid 2 
But if ſhe heard ofiill char any did, "ox 
Or harmethatany had, then would ſhe make 
Great cheere, like one yntoa banquet bid; 
And in anothers loſſegreat pleaſuretake, | 
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The other, nothing better _ then ſhee3 
Agrecivg in bad will and cancred kind, 
But in bad manner did diſagree: 
For, what-ſo Envy good or bad did find, 
She did conceale, and murder her owne mind; 
But this,what=cuer euillſhe concemed, 
Did _ abroad, and throwe in th'open wind. 
Yetthis in all her words might beperceiued, (reaucd. 
Tharall ſhee ſought, was mens good name to haue be- 


For, what-ſocuer good by hoy ſaid, 
Or doen ſhe heard, ſhe would ſtraight-waies invent 
How to depraue, or [landerouſly vp-braid, 
Or to miſconſtrue of a mans intenr, 
And turnetoillthe thing that well was meat. 
Thereforethe vſcd often to reſort 
To common haunts, and companies frequent, 
To harke what any one did good report, 
To blot theſame with blame, or wreſt in wicked ſort. 


5 
And if that any ill ſhe heard 2; any, 
She wouldit ecke, and make much worſe by telling, 
And takegreat ioy to publiſhitto many, 
That cuery matter worſe was for her melling. 
Her name was hight Detra&tion,and her dwelling 
Was necre to Eryy,cuen her neighbour next; 
A wicked hag, and Emyy (elfe excelling 
In miſchiefe : for,her {elfe ſhe onely vext: | 
Bur this ſame, both her ſelfe, and others cke perplext. 
6 


Her face was vgly, and hermonl diſtort, 

Foming with poyſon round about her gils, 

In which her curſed tongue (full ſharpe and ſhort) 

Appear'd like Aſpis ſting, that cloſely kils, 

Or cruelly does wound whom-ſo ſhewils : 

A diſtaffe in her other hand ſhe had, 

Vpon the which ſhe little ſpinnes, bur ſpils, 

And faines to weaue falſe tales and leafings bad, 
Tothrowe amongſt the good, which others had diſſprad. 


7 
Theſe two now had hankebes combyn'd in one, 
And linkt er gainſt Sir Arthegall, 
For whom they waited as his morrall fone, 
How they might make him into mulſchiefe fall, 
For freeing from their ſhares Irena thrall : 
Beſides, vato themſclues they gotten had 
A monſter, which the Blatant Beaſt men call; 
A dreadful fiend, of Gods and men ydrad, 
Whom they by flights allur'd, and to their purpoſe lad. 
8 


Such mer te ag nomad def: 

Whowhen ni in ide 

Sir A meds. yori = wn 
They botharoſc,andat him loudly cryde, 
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As it had becnetwo ſhepheards curres, had ſcride 

A rauenous Wolfe amongſt theſcattered flocks. 

And Emvy firſt, as ſhethar firſt him eyde, 

Towards him runnes, and with rude flaring locks 
About her ares, docs beat herbreſt, & forhead knocks 


Then from her mouth the Aber ſhe doestake, 
The which whyleareſhe was fo greedily 
Deuouring ; euen that halfe-gnawen ſnake, 
And at him throwes it moſt deſpightfully. 

The curled Serpent, though ſhe _ 
Earſt chaw'd thereon, yet was not all ſo dead , 
But that ſomelife remained ſecretly ; 
And,as he paſt afore withouten dread, 
Bit him behind, thatlong the marke was to beread. 


40 

Then, th'other comming neere, gan him reuile, 
And foully raile, with all ſhe could invent; 
Saying, thathe had with vomanly guile, 
And foule abuſion both his honour blent, 
And that bright ſword, the ſword of Tuſticclent, 
Had ſtained with reprochefull crueltie, 
In guiltlefſe blood of miny an innocent : 
As for Grandtorto, him with treacheric 

And traines hauing ſurpriz'd,he foully did to die. 


41 
There-to the Blatant beaff, by them ſer on, 
Art hirh began aloud to barke and bay, 
With bitter rage and fell contention, 
That all the woods and rocks, nighto that way, 
Began to quake and tremblewith diſmay; 
Andalltheayre rebellowed againe. 
So dreadfully his hundred tongues did bray, 
And cuermore thoſe hags themſclues did paine, 
To ſharpen him,and their owne curſed tongues did ſtraine, 


42 
And ſtill among, moſt bitter words they ſpake, 
Moſt ſhametull, moſt vnrighteous, moſtyntrew, 
That they the mildeſt man aliue would make 
Forget his patience, and yeeld yengeance dew 
To ker, that ſo falſeſlaunders at him threw. 
And more, to make thEpearce and wound more deepe, 
Shewith the ſting which in her vile _— grew, 
Did ſharpen them, and in freſh poyſon : 
Yet hepaſt on, and ſeem'd of them to take no kedpe. 


4 
But Talus, hearing herſo lewdly raile, 
And ſpeake ſo ill of him, that well deſenied, 
Would her haue chaſtiz'd with his iron flaile, 
If her Sir Arthegall had not preſerued, 
And him forbidden, who his heaſt obſerued. 
So much the more at him ſtill did ſhe ſcold, 
And ſtones did caſt, yethe for nought would ſwerne 
From his right courſe, bur ſtill the way did bold 
To Faery Court, where what him fell ſhall elſe be told. 
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He waics,thr h which my weary ſteps I guide, 
In this alight land of Faery, 

Areſo exceeding ſpacious and wide, 

And fprinkled with ſuch ſweet varictic 


pronger: is to care or eye, 

Th nigh rauiſht with rare thoughts delight, 

My tedious trauell doe forget thereby ; 

And when I gin tofeele Jecay of might, 

Ir ſtrength ro me ſupplies, =_ cheares my dulled ſprighr. 


Such ſecret comfort, and fuck heauenly pleaſures, 


OR IINUEE hire 0 dwell, TONE | 
earnings 3 


And therethe keep 
por riches farre excell, 
Into the mindes of mortall men doe well, 
And goodly fury intothem infuſe ; 
ide ye my footing, and conduGt me well 
In theſe ſtrange waies, where never foote did vſe, 


Ne none can find, A was taught them by the Muſe ; 


Reuealeto metheſacred f.. _y 
Of vertue, which with you doth thereremaine, 
Where it in ffluer bowre does hidden lie 
From view of men, and wicked worlds diſdaine. 


Sith ir at firſt was by the Gods with 
Planted in earth, bee deriu'd alt 
From heaucnly ſeedes 
And by them long with carcfull ronaugces | 
EE i 


Am them all be cabiines flowre, 
Then hee curtchie ; 


Ye will them all but fained ſhowes eſte 
rn arp 


ecineniel tian 
Its granary and. 1 


Which ſee not 
im 
vertues {catis deepe 


Thatitindeed is nought 
Faſhion'd to pleaſe ns 
Yertis that ho nc 

—_ Ego 
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But where ſhallT in all Antiquitie Then pardon me, moſt dreaded Soucraigne, 

So faire a patrerne finde, where may be ſcene That from your ſelfe I docthis vertue bring, 

The goodly praile of Princely curtclic, Ando yourſelte doc itreturne againe : 

As in your ſelfe;6 ſoucraine Lady Queene ? So from the Ocean all rivers ſpring, 

In whoſe puremind, as ina mirrorſhecne, And mbute backe repay ,as to their King. 

It ſhowes, and with her brightnefle doth inflame Right ſo from you al goodly veitucs well 

The eyes of all, which thereon fixed beene; Into the reſt, which round about you ring, 

Bu: meriteth indeed an higher name :  FarreLords and Ladies, which about you dwell, 
Yet lo from lowe to high vp-lifted is your name. And doe adorne your Court, where courtcfies cxcell. 
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T2 F Court, it ſeemes,men Courteſie doecall, And now he was in traucll on _— 


INT For that itthere moſt vſcth to abound ; Vpon an hard adventure ſore b 
99 & And well beſeemeth, thatin Princes hall hen-as by chaunce he met vpon a day 
LZag T hat vertue ſhould be plentifully found, With Arthegal,, returnin yerkatke {ad 
RAT Which of all goodly manners is the ground, From his late conqueſt which he gotten had, . 
And roote of ciuill converſation. - Who, when-as of other had a fight, . * 
Right ſo in Facry Courtitdid redound, They koew themſelues, and boththeu perſons rad : 
Where courteous Knights and Ladies moſt did won When Calidere thus firſt ; Haile nobleſt Knighe 
Of allon carth, and made a matchlcfle paragon. Of all this day on ground thar breathen huing : 
z | s 
But mongſt them all was none more courteous Knight, Nowtell,if ton tary of the good ſucceſle 
Then Calidore, beloued over all : Whach ye hauc had in your | 
In whom, it ſeemes, that gentleneſle of prighe To whom Sir Arthegall gan $143 
And manners milde were planted hace; His whole exploit, and yalorous emprize, 
To which he adding comely gnize withall, In order as it did to him arize. - 
And pracious fj did ſteale mens harts away, Now happy man, ſaid then Sir Calidore, 
Nath'lefſe, thereto he was full ſtout and tall, Which haue ſo goodly,as ye can deuize, 
And well approv'd in battailous affray, Atchicu'd ſohard a queſt, as few before 3 
That him did much renowme, and far hus fame diſplay. That ſhall you moſtrenowmed make for cucrmore. 
6 | 
Ne was there Knight, conn there Lady found But where ye ended haue, now I begin. | 
In Faery Court, but himdid deareembrace, To tread an endlefle trace withouten guide, 
For his fare and conditions ſound, Or good direftion, how to cnter in, 
The which in all mens liking gained place, Or bow to ilſueforth.in waies vatride, 
And with the greateſt, greateſt grace : In perils ſtrange, in labourslong and wide ; 
Which he could wiſely vie, and well apply, ” II good fortune me befall, 
To pleaſe the beſt, and th'cuil} ro embaſe. Yet ſhalfit not by none be teſtifide. 
For, he loath'd leafing, and baſe flattery, What 1s that queſt, quoth then Sir A 
And loucd fumple truth, and ſtedfaſthonefty. That you into ſuch perils preſeatly doth call? 


17 OI 
< OM } <A 2 


Sir 


A SO. v0 .A__DAOA0I £6... = 


& 


Ly 


(ant. I. 


—. 


THE FAERIE QVEENE. 


7 
The Blartant Beaſt, quoth he, I ST 


And through the worldiinceflantly doe chaſe, 
Till I him overtake, or elſe ſubdew : 

Yet knowe I not or how, or in whatplace, 
To find him our, yer ſtill I forward trace. 
What is that Blattant Beaſt, then he replide ? 
It is a Monſter bred of helliſh race, 

Then anſ{werd he, which often hath annoyd 


Good Knights and Ladies truc, and many elle deſtroyd. 
8 
Of Cerberus whylome he was begot, 


And fell Chimera in her darklome den, 

Through foule comminture of his filthy blot z 
Whereke was foſtred _ in Stygianfen, 

Till heroperfeCtripen < grew, and then 
Intothis wicked world he forth was ſent, 

To be the plague and ſcourge of wretched men: 
Whom with vile tongue and venemous intent 


He ſoredoth wound, and bite, and cruelly torment. 
9 
Then ſince the faluage Ifland I did leaue, 


Said Arthegall, I ſuch a Beaſt did ſee, 

The which did ſeeme a thouſand.congues to haue, 
That all in ſpighrt and malice did agree, 

With which he bayd, and loudly barkt at mee, 

As if that he attonce would me deuoure. 

Bur I,that knew my ſelfe from perillfree, 

Did noughtregard his malice nor his powre; 


Burt he the more his wicked poyſonforth did poure. 
10 
Thar ſurely is that Beaſt, ſaid Calidore, 


Which I purſue, of whom I amright 

To hearetheſetidings, which of none afore 
Through all my weary trauell I haue had : 
Yetnow ſome our words ynto me add. 
Now God you ſpeed, quoththen Sir Artheyall, 
And keepe your body trom the danger drad : 
For, ye haue much adoe to dealewithall; 


So both tooke goodly leaue, and parted ſeuerall. 


I1 
Sir Calidore thence trauelled notlong, 


When-as by chaunce a comely Squire he found, 
That thorough ſome more mighty enemies wrongs 
Both hand and foot vato atree was bound : 
Who,ſceing him from farre, with pittious ſound 

Of his ſhrill cries him called to his aide. 

To whom approching, in that painfull ſtound 
When he him ſaw, for no demaunds he ſtaid, 


| $4 
| Notfarrefrom hence, vpon hill, 
Hard by a ſtraight there ſtands a 
VVhich doth obſerue a caſtome lewd and ill, 


Andit hath long maintaind with mighty wrong : 
For, may no Knightnor Lady paſſealong 
That way (and yetthey needs muſt paffe that way) 
By reaſon of the ſtraight, androcks among, 
Bur they that Ladies doc ſhane away, 

And that knights beard for toll, which they he paſſage pay. 


I 

A ſhamefull vſe as ever I did heare, 

Said Calidove, and to be overthrowne. 

But by what meanes did atfirſt irreare, 

And for what cauſe 2? tell if thou haue it knowne. 

Said then that Squire: The Lady which doth owne 

This Caſtle, is — 

-. which a prouder Lady liueth none : 

She long time hath deare lov'd a dough ight, 
And ſoughttowin his lone by all Fes. nx hen 


I 
His names Coder, who through 9 mms i 
And prouddeſpighr of his, mind, 
Rekha th wt reog 
Vauill a Mantle ſhe for him doe 
With beards of Knights, and locks of Ladies lin'd. 
Which to prouide, ſhe hath this Caſtle dight, 
And therein hath a Sencſchall affign'd, 
Cald Maleffort, a man of mickle might, 
Who cxecutes her wicked will, with worſe deſpight. 
16 


He, this ſame day, as Ithat way did come 
With a faire Damzell, my beloued deare, 
In execution ofher lovledle doome, 
Did ſet ypon vs both for feate : 
For, little bootes againſt him hand toreare. 
Me firſt he tooke,vnable to withſtond ; 
And whiles he her purſued cuery where, 
Till his returne ynto this tree he bond: 
Ne wote I ſurely, whether her he yer haue fond.- 


17 
_ _—_ they ſpake, they heard atuefull ſhricke 
one loud crying, which they ſtrai heſt, 
That it was ſhe, = whichforke raed 
Tho, looking yp vnto the cry to left, 
They ſaw that Carle from farre, with hand vnbleſR 
So nnpeng nM 
at cr , 
And from her head her locks he nigh didreare, 


Bur firſt him loos'd, and afterwards thus to him faid. Ne would he ſpare for pitty, norrefraine for feare. 
8 


12 I 
vetogeys Ire, what hard mishap thee brought Which baynous fight when Calidore beheld, 
Into this bay of perill and diſgrace ? Efrſoones be loos'd that Squire, and ſo him left, 
What eruelſ! hand thy wretched thraldome wrought, With barrs diſmay, and inward dolour queld, 
And thee captiued in this ſhamefull place ? For to purſue that villaine, which had reft 
To whom he anſwerd thus; My hapleſle caſe Thatpittious ſpoile by fo injurious theft. 
Is not occaſiond through my miſdeſert, Whom overtaking, loud to him he cride ; 
\ |, Butthrough misfortune, which did me abaſe Leauefaytor quickly thatmif| weft, 
Vnto this ſhame, and my young hope ſubvert, To him that hagh it berrer inſtifide, 
Ere that I in her guilcfull traincs was well expert. And turne thee ſooneto him, of whomrthou art defide. 
Dd. 3. VVho 
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Who harkning to thatvoice himſelfe yp-reard, 
And mrs, Iu ſo fiercely towards make, 
Againſt ham ſtoutly ran, as nought afcard, 
But rather morcenrag'd for thole words ſake; 
And with ſterne count'naunce thus ynto him ſpake; 
Artthouthe caitiue that defieſt mee, 
And for this Maid, whoſe party thou dooſt take, 
Wilr giue thy beard, though itbur little bee ? 
Yet ſhalf it nother locks for raunſome fro me free. 


20 
VVith that, he fiercely at him flew, and layd 
On hideous ſtrokes with moſt importune nught, 
Thar ofthe made him ſta as yaſtaid, 
And oftrecuile to ſhutine his ſharpe deſpight. 
- Bur Calidore, that was well skild in fight, 
Him long forbore, and ſtill his ſpirit ſpar'd, 
Lyipg in waithow him he nught. 
But So he felthim ſhrinke, and come to ward, 
He greater grew, and gantodriuc at him morc hard. 


21 

Like as a water ſtreame, whoſe ſwelling ſourſe 
Shall driue a Mill, within ſtrong banks is pent, 
And long reſtrained of hisready courſe; 
So ſoone as paſlageis vnto him lent, 
Breakes forth, and makes his way more violent. 
Such was the fury of Sir Calidore, 
When once he felt his foe-manto relent; 
He fiercely him purlu'd, and prefled (ore, 

Who as he ſtill decayd, ſo he encreaſed more. 


22 
The heauy burden of whoſe dreadfull might 
When as the Carleno longer couldſuſtaine, 
His bart gan faint, and ſtrught he tooke his flight 
Toward the Caſtle, where ft need conftraine, 
His hope of refuge vſed to remaane. 
Whom Calidore perceiuing faſt to flic, 
He him purſu'd and chaced through the Plaine, 
'That he for dread of death gan loude to cry 
Vnto the ward, to opento him baſtily. 


2 
Li from the wall him freing ſoaghaſt, 
The gatcſoone opened to xeceiue him in; 
But Calidore did follow him ſo faſt, ' 
That euenin the Porch he him did win, 
And cleft his head aſunder to his chin. 
The carcaſſe tumbling downe within the dore, 
Did choke the entrance with a lump of fin, 
That it could not be ſhut, whil'ſt Calidore 
Did cater in, andflew the Porter on the flore. 


| 24 

With that, the reſt, the which the Caſtle kept, 
About him flockt, and bard at him didlay; 
But he them allfrom him full lightly ſwepr, 
As doth a Steare, in heat of formers day, 
With his long taile the bryzes bruſh away. 
Thence paſſin forth, into the hall he came, 
Where, of the Coty ſelfe in ſad diſmay 
He was ymet: who with vncomely ſhame 


Gan him ſalutc, and foulc vpbraid with faulty blame. 


25 

Falſe traytor Knight, (aid ſhe, no knight at all, 
But ſcorne of armes,that haſt with guilty band 
Murdred my men, and flune my Seneſchall ; 
Now commeſt thou to rob my houſe vamand, 
And ſpoile my lelfe, that cannot thee withſtand ? 
Yer doubr thou not, butthatſome berrer Knight 
Then thou, thatſhall thy treaſon vnderſtand, 
Will it auenge, and pay thee with thy right : 


And if none doe, yet ſhame ſhall thee with ſhame requighs. 
6 


2 
Much was the Knight abaſhed at that word ; 
Yet anſwerd thus; Notvnto me the ſhame, 
Butto the ſhamefull dooer it afford. 
Blood is no blemiſh; for, itisno blame 
To puniſh thoſe that doedeſerue the lame ; 
But they that breake bands of ciuilitie, 
And wicked cuſtomes make, thoſe doe defame 
Both noble armes and gentle curtcfic. 
No greaterſhame to man,then inhumanitic. 


27 
Then doe your ſelfe, for dread of ſhame, forgoe 
This euil] manner, which ye here maintaine, 
And doe in ſtead thereof mild curt'fie ſhowe 
To all that paſſe. Thatſhall youglory gaine 
More then his loue, which thus yeſecke t'obtaine. 
V Vhere-with, all full of wrath, ſhe thus replide; 
Vilerecreant, knowe that I doe much diſdaine 
Thy courteous lore, that dooſt my loue deride, 
Who {cornes thy idle {coffe, and bids thee be defide. 
28 
To take defiatice at a Ladies word 
Quoth hee, I holdit no indignity 
But were he here, that would it with his fword 
Abetrt, perhaps he mateit deere aby. 
Coward, quoth ſhee, were not thatthou wouldſt fiic, 
Ere he doe come, he ſhould beſooncinplace. 
If I doe fo, ſaid he, then lib 
I leaue to you, for aye meto diſgrace, 


With all thoſe ſhames that carſt ye ipake meto deface. 


2 
VVith that, a Dwarfe ſhe call to her in haſte, 

And taking from her hand aring of gold 

(A priuy token which betweene them paſt) 

Bade him to flie with all the ſpeed he could 

To Crudor, and defire him that he would 

Vouchſate to reskew her agaiaſt a Knight, 

Who through ſtrong powre had now herſelfe in hold, 

Hauing late flaine her Seneſchall 1n fight, 
And all her people murdred with outragious might. 

0 


The Dwarfe his way did haſte, and wentall night; 
But Calidore did with her there abide 
The comming of that ſo much threatned Knight, 
Where that diſcourteous Dame with [c pride, 
And foule cntreaty him indignifide, 
That iron hart it hardly could ſuſtaine : 
Yer he, that could his wrath full wiſely guide, 
Did well endure her womaniſh diſdaine, 


And did himſclfe from fraile unpaticace refraine. 
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The morrow next, before . lampe of lighe 

Aboue the earth vp-reard his flaming head, 

The Dwarfe which bore that meſſage to herknight, 

Brought aunſwere back, that ere hetaſted bread, 

He would her ſuccour ; and aliue or dead 

Her foe deliver vp into herhand: 

Therefore he wild her doe away all dread ; 

And that of him ſhe mote affured ſtand, 
He ſent to her his baſenert, as afaithfull band. 


2 

Thercoffull blithe the Lady ſtraight became, 

And gan augment her bitrerneſſe much more: 

Yet no whit more appalled for the ſame, 

Ne ought diſmaied was Sir Calidore, 

But rather did more cheerfullſeeme therefore. 

And hauing ſoone his armes about him dight, 

Did iſſue forth, to meet his foe afore; 

Where long be ſtayed not, when-as a Knight 
He ſpide come pricking on with all his powre & might. 


Well weend he ſtraight, Fa. b ſhould be the ſame 
Which tooke in her quarrell co maintaine ; 
Ne ſtaid to aske if it were he by name, 

But coucht his ſpeare, and ran at him amaine. 

They been ymett in middeſt of the Plaine, 

With ſo fell furic and delpiteous force, 

Thar neither could the others ſtroke ſuſtaine, 

But rudely rowl'd to ground both manand horſe, 
Neither of other taking pitty norremorſe. 


But Calidore vp-roſeagaine Far lighe, 
Whiles yet his foclayt faſt in caſclefle ſound; 
Yet would he not him hurt, alth he might: 
For, ſhame he weend a ſleeping wight to wound. . 
But when Eriana ſaw that op 
There where ſhe ſtood vpon the Caſtle wall, 


She deem'd hum ſure to haue beene dead on ground : 


And made ſuch pitrious mourning there-withall, 
That fromthe battlements ſhe ready ſeem'd to fall. 


Nath'lefſe at! himſelf he 419 vp-reare 
In luſtlefſe wiſe ; as if againſt his will, 
Erc he had ſlept his fill, he wakened were, 
And gan toftretch his limbes; which feeling ill 
Of has late fall, awhile he reſted ſtill: 
But when he ſaw his foc before in view, 
He ſhooke offluskiſhneſle, and courage chill 
Kindling afreſh, gan battell to renew, 
To prouc if better foot then horſeback would enſew. 


6 
There then began a fearcfull cruell fray 
Berwixt them two, for maiſtery of might. 
For, both were wondrous practicke in thatplay, 
And paſſing well expert in ſingle fight, 
And bot inflam'd with furious Aefpight : 
Which as it ill encreaſt, ſo ſtill increaſt 
Their cruell ſtrokes and terrible affright ; 
Ne once for ruth their rigour they releaſt, 
Ne onceto breathe awhile their angers tempeſt ceaft., 


UMI 
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Thus, long they tric't and LA to and fro, ' 
And tryde all waics, how cach mote entrance make 
Into the life of his malignant foes | 
They hew'd their helmes, and plates aſunder brake, 
As they had pot-ſhares been; for nought niece like 
Their greedy vengeaunces, but goary ; 
That atthe laſt, like to a lake = 
Of bloudy gore congeal d abourthem ſtood, 
Which from their riuen fides forth guthed bke a flood. 


'Þ 

Atleogrth, it chaunc'r, that Poth their hands an hic ' 

Attonce did heaue, with all their powreand nwght, 

Thinking the vtmoſt of their foree to try, - 

And proue the finall fortune of the fight # : 

Bur Calidore, that was more quicke of fight, 

And nimbler handed then his coemy, - -- 

Preuented him before his ſtroke could light, . 

And on the helmet {mote him formerly, 
Thar made him ſtoope to ground with mecks humility. 


His H 
Who ſceing in what 


aUience, 4 
Arid is the of thar p Ladies threat, 
Thar menaced mie from thefield to beat, 
Now brought to this ? Byzhis now.may ye learne, 
to intreat, 


Strangers no more ſor 
ſerne, 


| Butput away proud lookeand 
The which ſhall nought to youbuc 
3 __= =: 

For, nothing femore blagiiiliee « ight,.- 
That courr'fie doth as well as armcs profefle, 
How JoerProogand Fophoce in hight, - 
Then the reproche ofpride and cruclneſle, 
In vaine he {ceketh others to yy 
Who hath not learnd him ſelfe firſt to ſubdew : 
All fleſh is fraile, and full of fickleneſle, 
Subie&to fortunes chaunce, ſtill changing new z 

What haps to day to me, to morrow may to you. - // 


42 
VVho will not mercyvnto others ſhew, 

How can he mercy cuer hope to haue ? 
To pay each with his owne, is right and dew, 
Yer ſith ye mercy now doe need to craue, 
I will it graunt, your hopeleſlelifeto laue, 
With theſe conditions, which I willpropound 
Firſt, that ye berter ſhall your ſelfe behaue 
Vnro all errant knights, where-ſo on ground; 


"Next, that ye Ladies ayde in cuery ſtead and ſtound. 
D 
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The wretched man, that all this while did dwell 
In dread of death, his heaſts did gladly heare, 
And promiſt to performe his precept well, 
And what-ſocuer elſe he would requere. 
So ſuffring himto riſe, he made him ſweare 
By his owneſword, and by the croſle thereon, 
To take Brianafor his louing fere, 
Wuhourten dowre or compoſition ; 

But to releaſe his former foule condition. 


44 
All which accepting, and with Faithfull oth 
Binding hiralelte moſt firmely to obay, 
Hevp aroſe, how euer liefe or loth, | 
Andiwore to him true fealty for aye. 
Then forth he cald from ſorrowfull diſmay 
The ſad Briana, which all this beheld : 
Who comming forth yerfull of late affray, 
Sir Calidore vp-cheard, and to her teld 
All this accord, to which he Crudor had compeld. 


Whereof ſhe now more lad, then ſory earſt, 
All overcome with infinite affe&, 
For his exceeding courteſie, that pearc't 
Her ſtubborne hart with inward ee, 
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Calidore ſees young Triſtram ſlay 
4 proud diſcourteous knight : 
F. He makes him Squire,& of him learnes 


By whuch he had to her 


Before his feet her ſelfe ſhe didproictt, 

And him adoring as her liues 7 20m Lord, 

With all due thankes, and dutifullreſpeCt, 

Herſelfe acknowledg'd bound for that accord, 
Poth life and Lonercſtord. 


46 
So all returning to the Caſtle, { ww 


Moſt ioyfully ſhe them did entertaine; 

Where goodly glee and feaſt ro them ſhe made, 
To ſhew her thankful mind and meaning faine, 
By all the meanes ſhe mote itbeſt explaine : 
Andafter all, ynto Sir Calidore 

She freely gaue that Caſtle for his paine, 

And her ſelte bound to him for euermore; 


So wondrouſly now chang'd from that ſhe was afore. 


'47 
But Calidore, himſelfe would not retaine 


Nor land nor fee for hire of his good deed; 
Bur gaue them ſtraight ynto thar Squire againe, 
Whom from herSeneſchall he lately freed, 
Andto his damzell, as their rightfullmeed, 
For recompence of all their former wrong : 
There he remaind with them rightwell agreed, 
.Till of his wounds he wexed whole and ſtrong, 


And thento his firſt queſt he paſſed forth along. 
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« 


a_ 
——— <1 
> 2 * 

=—_ P 


Af Ls "a; 
a; = 
SH 46 ;Þ: 
FD) RAS 


I 
=ca2>s Hat vertue is ſo fitting for a Knight, 
N /.// $ Orfor a Lady, hes a knight hould lone, 
) WW/N As Courtcſic,to beare themſelues aright 
Des To all of each degree, as doth behouc ? 
For, whether they be placed high aboue, 
Orlowe beneath, yet _ they wellto knowe 
Their good, that none them nghtly may reproue 
Ofrudeneſle, for not _ what they owe : 
Great $kill it is ſuch duties timely to beſtowe. 


2 
There-to great helpe Dawe Nature ſelfe doth lend: 
For, ſoine ſo goodly gratious are by kind, 
Thar eucry ation doth them much commend, 
Andin the eyes of men great liking find ; 
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Which others, that have greater skill in mind, 

Though they enforce themſclues, cannot atraine. 

For, euery thing to which one isinclin'd, 

Doth beſt become, and greateſt grace doth gaine : 
Yet praiſe hikewiſe deſerue good thewes, enforc't with 


3 (paine. 
That well in courteous Calidore appeares; 
Whole euery XHa, and word that he did (: 


Was hke enchauntmenr, that throngh ah the eyes, 
And both the eares did ſtealethe hart away. 

He now againe is on his former way, 

To follow his firlt queſt, when as heſpyde 

Arall young man from thence not farre away, 
Fighuog on foot, as well he him deſcride, 


Againſt an armed knight, that did on hotrſe-back ride. 
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4 
And them beſide, a Lady faire he ſaw, 
Standing alone on foot, 1n foulearray : 
To whom himlſelfc he haſtily did draw, 
To weet the cauſe of lo vacomely fray, 
And to departthem, if ſo be he was 
But ere he came in place, thaty had kild 
That armed Knight, that lowe on ground he lay ; 
Which when he = his hart was inly child 
With great amazement, & his thought with wonder fild, 


s 
Him ſtedfaſtly he markt, and ſaw to bee 
A goodly youth of amiable grace, 
Yet bur a ſlender ſlip, that ſcarce did ſee 
Yet ſeauenteene yeeres,bur tall and faire of face, 
That ſurc he deem'd him borne of noble race. 
All in a Woodmans iacket he was clad 
Of Lincolne greene,bclay dwith filuer lace 3 
And on his head an hood with aglers ſprad, 
And by his fide bis hunters horne he hanging had. 
6 


u_—_ he wore 1 gona a 

Pi on _ 

As — A ns. = ſwainez 
In his right he hebiowettiogden, 
Whoſe Fllow he before had ſentapart 3 
And 1n his lefthe held a ſharpe bore-ſpeare, 
With which he wont to launcethe faluage hart 
Of many a Lion, and of many a Beare 

That firſt ynto his band1n chaſe did happen neare. 


7 

_ Calidore am hauin > IO 
ogy v7.7 env meanes this, waine } 
Wh hike handtoo bold icfdfe embrewed 
In blood of knight, the which by thee is flaine? 

By thee no knight; which armes impugnethplaine, 
Certes, faid he, loth were I ro haue Es 

The law of armes; yet breakeit ſhould againe, ., 
Rather then let my ſelfe of wightbeſtroken, 


So long as theſe two armes were able to be wroken» ry W 
8 


For, not I him, as this his Lady here 
May witneſle well, did offer firſt to wrong, 
Ne _ a ; vr [likely p_ 
But heme firſt, thro ide & pui ſtrong 
Aflaild, not habnieg's atto armes doth long, 
Perdie, great blame, then ſaid Sur Calidore, 
For armed knight a wight vnarm'd to wrong. 
Butthen aread, thou gentle child, wherefore 
Betwixt you two began this ſtrife and fterne yp-rore. 


That ſhall I ſooth, aid he, © youdeclare. 

I,whoſe _ yecresare yet yaſir 

For thing of weight, or worke of greater care, 

Doe -_ mydayes, and bend my carclefle wit 

To ſaluage chace, where I thereon may hit 

In all this forreſt, and wilde woody raine; 

Where, as this day I was cnranging it, 

I chaunc'tto meet this knight, who there lies (laine, 
Together with this Lady, paſſiog on the Plaine, 


10 
The o——_ yedid ſce,on horſe-back was, 
And this his Lady (that him ill became) 
On her faire feetby his horſe fide didpals 
Through thick and thin, vofit for any Dame. 
Yetnot content, more to increalc his ſhame, 
When-ſo ſhe lagged, as ſhe needs moteſo, 
He with his ſpeare (that was to him blame) 
Would thumpe her forward, and om to goe, 
Weeping to him in yaine, and making pittious woe. 


I1 

VVhich when I Gw, as they mepaſlled by, 
Much was I mouedin Ri p_ 
And gan to blame him for ſuch cruelry 
Towards a Lady, whom with viage kind 
Herather ſhout] haue taken vp behind. 
Where-with he wroth, and ello diſdaine, 
Tooke in foule ſcorne that I ſuch taulr did find, 
And meinlicu thereof rewl'd againe, 

Thrcataiog to chaſtize me,as doth ra child pertaine. 


12 
Which I no lefſe diſdayning, backe returned 
mona Tet ea, ps Ine, 
That he ſtraight way with haughrie burned, 
And with his ſtrooke me one ſtroke or twaine ; 
Which Lenforc'tto beare, tl to my paine, 
Mee ven wenn dart, 
Fellow of this I beare, throwne not in vaine, 
Strooke him, as ſcemerh, vnderneath the harr, 


That throughthe wound his ſpirit ſhortly did depart, 
T 


DET 
e mailes o a 
Into his hart, and had fo wroke 
His wrath on him, that firſt occaſion broke. 
uae gens . 
Of that ſame Lady, whether what he poke; 
Were {oothly fo, and thatth'ron ire 

Of her owne knight, had gigen him his onnedue hire, 


I4 
Ofall which, when as ſhe could nought deny, 
But cleard that ſtripling of th'imputed blame, 
RET 8 
Him WI rather doc qui e: 
For, what nopents hes Dawn 
And what he did, he did him(clte to faue: (ſhame. 


For, kni paar 2" php nature haue, 
Towards all women-kiad ther kindly to behaue. 
1 


Bur, ſiththat he iz katie * 
Pleaſc it you Lady, to vs to aread, 
What cauſe make him ſs diſhonourable, 
Todriue youlo anfootvniit to tread 
And lackey by him, gaiaſt all womanhead ? 


To raiſe a liuing blame againſt the dead : 
But fith ir me ons. rr clere, 
I will the trugh diſcover, asit chaunc't whylere he 
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16 
This day, as he and I together roade 
Vpon our way, to which we weren bent, 
Wechaunc't to come fore-by a couert glade 
Within a wood, where-as a Lady gent 
Sate with a Knight in ioyous ioll:iment 
Of their franke loues, free from all icalous ſpies : 
Faire was the Lady ſure, that mote content 
An hart not carried with too curious eyes, 
And vnto him did ſhew all louely curtcſies. 


17 
Whom,when my Knightdid ſee fo louely faire, 
He inly gan her Loner to cnvie, 
And wiſh that he part of his ſpoyle m_- ſhare. 
. Where-to when as my preſence he did ſpy 
To be alet,he bade me by and by 
For to alight: but when as I was loth, 
My Loues ownepartto leauc ſo ſuddenly, 
He with ſtrong hand downefr6 his ſteed me throw'th, 
And with preſumptuous powre againſt that knight _—_ 
18 (go 
Vnarm'd all was the knight; as then more meete - 
For Ladies ſcruice, and forloues delight, 
Then fearing any foe-man there to meet : 
Whereofhetaking oddes, ſtraight bids him dight 
Himlſelfe to yield his Louc, or elſe to fight. 
Wherear, the other ſtarting vp diſmaid, 
Yetboldly anfwer'd, as heri might; 
To leauc his Louc he ſhould beill apayd, 
In which hc had good right gainſt all, that it gaine-ſaid. 


I 
Yet, ſithhe was not vreſently in plight 
Her to defend, or his to1uſtifie, 
He himrequeſted, as hewas a Knight, 
To lend him day his berter ri mtr 6 
Or ſtay till he his armes(which were there by) 
Might lightly fetch. But he was fierce and hot, 
Netme would gine, nor any tearmes - 
But at him flew, and with his ſpeare him ; 
From which tothinke to ſauc himlelfe, it booted not. 


20 

Meane-while, his Lady, which this outrage ſaw, 
VVhil'ſtthey erfor the quarrey ſtrouc, 
Into the coucrt did herſelfe withdraw, 
And cloſely hid her ſelfe within the Groue. 
My knight, hers ſoone (as ſeemes) to danger drouc, 
And left ſore wounded : but, when her hemuſt, 
He woxc halfe mad, and in that rage gan roue 
And range through all the wood, where ſo hewiſt 

Shee hidden was, and ſought her ſo long as him liſt. 

2 


I 

But, when as her he by no meanes could find, 
After long ſearch and chauffe, he turned back 
Vnto theplace where me he leftbehind : 
There gan he me to curſe and ban, forlack 
Of tharfure bootie, and with bitterwrack 
To wreake on me the guilt ofhis owne wrong. 
Ofall which, I yet glad to beare the pack, 
Stroucto clim, and perſwadedlong : 

But ſtill his paſton grew morcviolent and ſtrong. 


22 
Thea,as itwere _ his wrath on mee, 
When forward we ſhould fare, he flatrefuſed 
To take mevp (as this young man did ſee) 
Vpon his ſteed, for no 1uſt cauſe accuſed, 
But forc'rto trot on foot, and foule muſuſed 3 
Punching me with the butt end of his ſpeare, 
In vaine complaining to be ſo abuſed, 
For, he regarded neither plaint nor teare, 
But more 
23 
So paſſed we, till this young man vs met; 
And beeing moou'd with pitty of nry plight, 
Spake, as was meet, forcaſc of my regret: 
Whereof befell, what now is in your fight. 
Now ſure, then ſaid Sir Calidore, and right 
Me ſecmes, that him befell by his ownefault : 
Who euer thinks through coofidence of might, 
Or through ſupport of connt'nance proud and hault 
To wrong LA —_—_ oft falles in his owne afſaulr. 


2 
Then, turning backe vnto & gentle boy, 
V Vhich bad lumfelfe ſo ſtoutly well acquit; 
Secing his faceſo louely fterne and coy, 
And hearing th'anſiwers of his pregnant wit, 
He prayſd it much, and much admiredit; 
That ſure he weend him borne ofnobleblood, 
With whom thoſe graces did fo goodly fit: 
And when helong had him beholding ſtood, 
He burſt into theſe words, asto him ſeemed goad : 


25 
Fure gentle ſwaine, and yer as ſtouras faire, 
That in theſe woods amongſt the Nymphs dooſt won, 
Which daily may to thy ſweet lookes repaize, 
As they are wont vnto Latonaes ſon, 
After his thace on woody Cynthus don : 
Well may I, certcs, ſuch an one thee read, 
As by thy worth thou worthily haſt won, 
Or lurely borne of ſome Her6ick ſead, 
That in thy face appeares, and gratious goodly-head. 
26 


Burt ſhould it not diſpleaſe thee itro tell 
(Valeſſc thou in theſe woods thy ſelfe conceale, 
For loue amongſtthe woody Gods to dwell; ) 
I would thy felfe requiretheeto reueale, 
For deare aftetion and ynfained zeale 
Which tothy noble perfonage 1 beare, 
And wiſhthee growein worthi and great wealc, 
For, fince the day that armes 1 id reare, 
I neuer fawin any, greater hope appeare. 


27 . 

To whom, then thus the noble youth ; May be 

Sir knight, that by diſcoucriag my eſtate, 
Harme may ariſe ynweeting ynto mee; 
Narth'lefle, fith ye ſo courteous ſeemed late, 
To you will not feare itto relate. 
Then wore ye, that I ama Briton borne, 
Sonne of a King, how cuer thorough fate 
Or fortune I my — forlorne, 

And loſtthe Crowne, whic 


ſhould my head b Fn 
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orc't my paine, the more my plaints to heare, 
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28 
And Triſtram is my name, the onely heire 
Of good king M eliogras,which did raigne 
In | cm 4 till that he through lives deſpeite 
Vatimely dide, before Idid attane 
Ripe yeares of reaſon, my right co maintaine. 
After whoſe death, his brother ſceing mee 
An infant, weakea kingdometo ſuſtaine, 
Vpon him tooke the royall high degree, 
And lent me, where him liſt, inſtuted for to bee. 


2 

The widdow Queene, my ade, which then hight 

Faire Emiline, conceimng then greatfeare 

Ofmy fraile ſafety, reſting in the mighe 

Of him, that did the kingly Scepter ot 

Whole icalous dread induring nota peare, 

Is wontto cut off all that Joube may breed, 

Thought beſt away me to remoueſome-where 

Into ſome forraine Land, where-as no need 


Of dreaded danger might his doubtfull humor feed. 


te) 
So,taking counſel of a wi? manred, 
She was by him adviz'd, to ſend mequight 
Our of the Country wherein I was bred, 
The which the fertile Lioneſſe is hight, 
Into the Land of Faery, where no wight 
Should weet of mee, nor worke me any wrong. 
To whoſe wile read ſhe harkning, ſent me ſtraight 
Into this Land, where I haue wond thus long, 


SinceI was tcn yeares old, now growento ſtatureſtrong. 


I 

All which, my dayes I "WS. -u lewdly ſpent, 

Nor ſpiltthe bloſſome ofmy tender yeares 

In idleſle; but as was conucment, 

Haue trained been with many noble feres 

In gentle thewes, and ſuch likeſeemly leres. 

Mongſt which, my moſt delight hath alwaies been 

To hunt the ſaluage chace amongſt my peres, 

Of all that rangeth in the forreſt greene; 
Of which, none is to me vnknowne,that ey'r was ſcene. 


2 , 
Ne is there hauke which Sa her on pearch, 
Whether high towring, or accoaſting lowe, 
But I the meaſure of her flight doe ſearch, 
And all her prey, and all herdietknowe. 
Such be our ioyes, which in theſe forreſts growe : 
Onely the vic of armes,which moſtI ioy, 
And fitteth moſt for noble ſwaine to knowe, 
I hauc not taſted yer, yer paſt a boy, 


And becing now high time theſe ſtrong ioynts to imploy. 


Therefore, good fir,ſith bs occaſion fit 
Doth fall, whoſelike hereafter fildome may 3 
Let me this craue, vnworthy though of it, 
That ye will make me Squire without delay, 
That from henceforth in batrailous atray 
I may bexre armes, andlearne to viethemright ; 
Therather, fith thatforrune hath this da 
Giuen to me the ſpoile of this dead knight, 
Theſe goudly gilden armes, which IThauc wonio fighs. 


4 

All which, when well Sir Calidorehad heatd, 
Him much more now, then carſt he gan admire, 
For therare hope which in his yeares 'd, 
And thus replide ; Faire child, the hi {fire 
To loue of armes, which in youdoth aſpire, 
I may not certes without blame denie; 
Butrather wiſh, that ſome more noble hire 
(Though none more noble then is cheualric) 

I had, you to reward with greater dignitic. 


There, him he caus'd to 'R and madeto ſweare 
Faith to his knight, and truth to Ladies all ; 
And neuer to berecreant, for feare 
Of perill, or of ought thatmightbefall: 
So ke _ dubbed, — Squire _ 
Full glad and ioyous then young Triſtram , 
Like2s a ram ew Allen 5. 5 "xo 
Long ſhut P in the bud from heattens view, 
Atlength breakes forth, NP” PR 6 his ſmiling 


_— 


3 (hew. 


Thus, when they long had treated to and fro, 
And cabeetens e him to depart, 
Child Triſffremprayd, thathe with hirn might goe 
On his aduenture; vowing not to ſtart, 
But wait 0n him in euery place and part. 
Whereat Sir Calidore did much dehght, 
And greatly ioy'dat his ſo noble hart, 
In hope he ſure would proue a doughtic knight: 
Yet forthe timethis anſwere he to him behight; 


7 

Glad would I ſurely be, FO. courteous Squire, 
To hauethy preſence in my preſent queſt, 
That motethy kindled courage (er on fire, 
And flame forth honourin thy noble breſt: 
But I am bound by vow, which I profeſt 
To my drad Soucraigne, when Tt affaid, 
That in atchicuementot her high beheſt, 
I ſhould nocreatitre ioyhe vato mine ayde, 


For-thy, I may not grant that ye ſo greatly prayd; 
3 


Bur, ſince this Ladyis all debolae, 
And needeth ſategard now vpon her way, 
Ye may doe yell in this her needfull ſtate 
Toluccour her, from danger of dilmay; 
That thankfull guerdoa may to yourepay. 
The noble Impe, of ſuch new ſeruicefaine, 
Ir gladly did accept, as he did ſay. 
So taking courteous leaue, they parted twaine, 
And Calidoreforth paſſed to his former paine. 


But Triſfram, then tefponiing thatdead knight 
Of all thoſe goodly ornaments of ports 
Long fed his greedy eyes with the faire fight 
Ofthe bright merall, ſhining like Sunne rayes ; 
Handling and turning them a thouſand waics. 
And after, hauing them vpon him dipht, 

He tooke that Lady, and hervp did raiſe 
Vpoa.the ſteed of her owne late dead _— 
So with her marchedforth, as ſhe did him behight. 
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There, to their fortune, leaue wethem awhile; 
And turne we backe to good Sir Calidore ; 
Who,ere he thence had traucil'd many a mile, 
Came to the place,where-as ye heard afore, 
This Knight, whom Triſframflew; had wounded ſore 
Another Knight in his deſpiteous pride; 
There he that knightfound lying on the flore, 
With many — full perilous and wide, 
That all his garments, andthe grafle in vermeill dide. 
41 
And there beſide him, fate vpon the ground 
His wofull Lady, niondy com _ 
With loud laments that moſt vnluckie ſtound, 
And herſad ſelfe with carcfull hand conſtraining 
To wipe his wounds, and caſe their bitter payning. 
Which ory fight when Calidere did view 
With heauy eyne, from teares vneath refrayning, 
His mighty hart their mournefull caſe can rew, 
And for their better comfort to them nigher drew. 


42 
Then ſpeaking to the Lady, thus he ſaid: 
Ye Joleful Dame, let not your gricte empeach 
Tortell, what cruellhand hath thus arraid 
This knightvnarm'd, with ſo vokoightly breach 
Of armes, thatifT yet him nigh may reach, 
I may auengehim of ſo fouledeſpight. 
The Loby hoaicg his ſo courteous ſpeach, 
Gan reare her eyes as tothe hea light, 
And from her ſory hart few heauy words forth figh't. 


4 

In which ſhe ſhew'd, how F.... diſcourteous knight 
(Whom Trifframilew) them in that ſhadow tound, 
Ioying together in vnblam'd delight, 
And him vnarm'd, as now helay on ground, 
Charg'd with his ſpeare,and mortally did wound 
Withouten cauſe, but onely herto reaue 
From him, to whom ſhe was for cuer bound : 
Yerwhen ſhe fled into that couert greaue, 

He her not findiog, both them thus nigh dead didleaue. 


44 
When Calidore this rucfull ſtorie had 
Well vnderſtood, he gan of her demaund, 
What maner wight he was, and how yclad, 
Which bad this out-rage wrought with wicked hand. 


She then, like as ſhe beſt could ynderſtand, 
Him thus deſcrib'd, to be of ſtature large, 
Clad all in gilden armes,with azure band 
Quartred athwart,and bearing in hisftarge 
A Lady on rough waucs, row'din aſorfumer barge. 


45 
Then gan Sir Calidore to ghellc ſtraightway, 
By many ſignes which ſhe deſcribed had, 
That this was he, whom Triſtramearſt did lay, 
And to her ſaid; Dame be no longer (ad: 
For, hethat hath your Knightſoill beſtad, 
Is now himſelfe in much more wretched plight; 
Thelceyes him ſaw vpon the cold carth ſprad, 
The meed of his deſert for thatdeſpight, 
Which to yourclfc he wrought, and toyour loued knight. 
6 


4 

Therefore, faire Lady, lay afide this griefe, 
Which ye haue gathered to yoſtr gentle hart 
For that Aipleature ; and thinke ha relicfe 
Were beſt deuiſe for this your Louers ſmart, 
And how ye may him hence, and to what part 
Conuay tobe recur'd, Shethankt him deare, 
Both for that newes hedidto herimpart, 
And for the courteous care which he did beare 

Both to her Loue, and to her ſelfe in that ſad dreare. 


47 
Yet could ſhe not deuiſe by any wit, 
How thence ſhe might conuay him to ſomeplace. 
For, him to trouble ſhe ir thoughtvnfir, 
That was a ſtranger to her wretched caſe; 
And him to beare, ſhe thought it thing too baſe. 
VVhich when as heperceiu'd, hethus beſpake; 
Faire Lady, let itnot you ſeeme diſgrace, 
To beare this burden on your dainty backe 3 
My ſelfe will beare a part, coportion of your packe. 
8 


So, off he did his ſhield, a downeward ldyd 
Vponthe ground, like to an hollow beare ; 
And pouring balme, which he had long puruaid, 
Into his wounds, him yp thereondid reare, 
And twixt them both with parted paines did beare, 
Twixt life and death, not knowing what was donne. 
Thencethey him carried to a Caſtleneare, 
In which a worthy aunciert Knight did wonne: 
Where what enſu'd, ſhall in next Canto be begonne. 


—— 
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he, 
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—_— Kc is, tht while that good Poet ſay, 
73; WL The gentle mind by gentle deeds is knowne. 

My 2 For, a man by nothuog is ſo well bewrayd, 
LEY As by his manners; in which plaine is ſhowne 

Ot what degree and what race he is growne. 

For, leldome ſcene, a trotring Stalion ger 

An ambling Colt, that is his proper owne : 

So leldome ſeene, that one in baſeneſle (er 
Doth noble courage ſhew, with courteous manners met. 


2 

But euermore contrary hath been tryde, 

That gentle bloud will gentle.manners breed; 

As well may bein Calidore delcride, 

By late enlample of 'ghat courteous deed, 

Done to that wounded Knight in his great need, 

Whom on his backe he bore, till he hum brought 

Vato the Caſtle where they had decreed. 

There of the Knight, the which that Caſtle ought, 
To make abode thar night he greatly was beſoug 


He was to weeta moan of Fall ripe yeares, 
That in his youth had been of mickle might, 
And borne {way in armes 1s Peares : 
But now ens had dimd md light 
Yet was he courteous ſtill to euery wight, 
Andloued all that did to armes 1ncline, 
And was the father of that wounded Knight, 
Whom Calidore thus carriedon his chine, 

And Aldus was his name, and has ſonnes Aladine. 


4 

Who when he {awe his ſonne ſoill bedight, | 

With bleeding payne re home ypon a Beare, 

By a faire Lady, and a ſtranger knight, 

Was inly touched with compaſſion deare, 

And deare affeon of fo doolefull dreare, 

T hat he thele words burſt forth; Ah ſory boy, 

Is this the hope that ro my hoary heare 

Thou brings ? aie me ! is this the timely oy, 
Which expected long, now turn'd to fad annoy? 


— > | S - = k- . 
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Canto III. 


Calidere brings Priſcilla home, 
Purſues the Blatant Beaſt 

Saues Serena, whil it Calepine_- 
By Turpine « oppreſt, 
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Such is the weakenefle of all mortall hope. 
So tickle is the ſtate of earthly things, 
That cre they come vnto their aymed ſcope, 
They fall roo ſhort of our fraile reckonings, 
And bring vs bale and bitter ſorrowings, 
In ſtead of comfort, which we embrace. 
This 15 theſtate of Keaſars and of Kings. 
Letnone therefore, thatis in meaner place, 


Too greatly gricucat any his vnlucky caſc. 
6 


So well and wiſely did that good old Knight 

Temper has gricfe, and turned itto cheare, 

To x 2 bis gueſts, whom he had ſtayd that night, 

And make their welcome to them well appeare : 

That to Sir Calidore was cafic z 

But that faire Lady would be Jo fornought, 

But figh'r ne ork for herlouer deare, 

And inly didaftlit her penfiue t, (broughe. 
—— be 


ing to what calc her name 


7 
For, ſhe was daughterto anoble Lord, 
Which dweltthereby, who ſought her to affic 
To a great Peere : butſhe did difaccord, 
Ne could berliking to his loue apply, 
Butlov'dthis freſh y knight, who dwelt her nie, 
The luſty Aladine though meaner borne, 
And of lefle liuclood and hability ; 
Yetfullof yalour, the which did adorne 
His meanneſſe much, and make ber th*others riches ſcorne. 
8 


So hauing both found fir occafion, 
met together in that luckleſſe glade; 
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But C.alidore with all good k AY 

Fain'd her tofrolicke, and to put away 

The penſiuefit of hermelancholy3 

And that old Kmight by all meanes did aſſay, 

To make them both as merry as he may. 

So they the cueniog paſt, till time of reſt; 

When Calidore in {cemely good array 

Vnto his bowre was brought, and there vndreſt, 
Did fleepe all night through weary trauell of his queſt. 

10 


But faire Priſcilla (ſo that Lady hight) 

Would Ke to bed, nor als .. </ lleepe, 
Butby her wounded Loue did watch all night, 
Andall the night for bitter anguiſh _ 
And with her teares his wounds did waſh and ſteepe. 
So well ſhe waſht them, and ſo well ſhe watcht him, 
Thatof thedeadly ſwoun, in which full iſ 
He drenched was, ſhe atthe length diſpatchthim , | 

And droue away the ſtound,which morrally attach't him. 

IT 

The morrow next when day gantovp-look, 

He alſo gan vp-look with arery eye, 

Like one that out of deadly dreameawooke : 

Where when he ſawe his faire Priſcilla by, 

He deeply ſigh't, and groaned inwardly, 

To thinke of this ill ſtate, in which ſhe ſtood, 

To which ſhe for his ſake had weetingly 

Now brought herſelfe, and blam'd her noble bloud : 
For firſt, next after life, he tendered her good. 


12 

Which ſhe perceiuing, did with plentious teares, 

His care morethen her owne compaſſionate, 

Forgetfull of her owne, to minde his feares : 

So both conſpiring, gan to intimate 

Each others griefe with zeale afteCtionate, 

And twixt them twainewith <quall careto caft, - 

How to ſaue whole her hazarded eſtate ; 

For which the onely helpe now left them laſt 
Seem'd to be Calidore : all other helps were paſt. 


I 
Him they did deeme,as ſure A them he ſeemed, 
A courteous knight, and fall of faithfull truſt: 
Therefore to him their cauſe they beſt eſteemed 
Whole to commit, and to his dealing uſt, 
Earely, ſoſoonc as Titans beams forth bruſt 
Through the thick clouds, in which they ſtceped lay 
All night in darkneſſe, duld with iron ruſt, 
Calidore riſing PR freſh as day, 
Gan freſhly him addrefleynto his former way. 


I4 
But firſt him ſeemed fit, that wounded Knight 
Toviſite, after this nights perillous paſle, 
And to ſalute him, if he were in plight, 
And eke that Lady his faire louely Lafle. 
There he him forthd much better then he was, 
And moucdpeech to him of things of courſe, 
The anguiſh of his paine to ouer-palle : 
Mongſt which he namely did to him diſcourſe, 
Of former dayes mishap, his ſorrowes wicked ſowrſe. 


' And wretched life forlomnefor vengement of his theft. 


<— 


I 
Of which occaſion Aldine king hold, 
Gan breake to him the fortunes of his Loue, 
And all his diſaduentures to vofold ; 
That Calidoreit dearely deep did moue. 
In th'end his kindly courteſie to proue, 
He him by all the bands of loue beſought, 
And as it mote a faithfull friend behoue, 
 Toſafe-conduct his Loue, and not for ought 
To leauc, till to ber fathers houſe he had her brought. 


16 
Sir Calidore his faith thereto did plight, 
It to performe : ſo,after little fay x 
That ſhe her ſelfe had to the journey dight, 
He paſſed forth with herin faire array, 
Fearelefſe, who ought did think, or ought did ſay, 
Sith his own thoughthe knew moitcleare from wite, 
So as they paſt together on their way, 
He can deuizethas counter=caſt of light, 
To giue faire colour to that Ladies cauſc in fight, 


17 
—_— to the carcaſle of that Knight he went, 
The cauſe of allthis cuill, who was laine 
The day before, by iuſt auengement 
Of noble Triſtram, where it did remaine : 
There he the necke therof did cutin twaine, 
And took with him the head, the ſigne of ſhame. 
So forth he paſſed thorough that dayespaine, 
Tilltothat Ladiesfathers houſe he came, 
Moſt penfiue man, through fear,what of his child became. 


18 

There he arriving boldly, did preſent 
The fearefull Lady to herfather deare, 
Moſt perfect pure, and guilticfſe innocent 
Of blame, as he did on his Knighthood-ſweare, 
Since firſt he ſawe her, and did tree from feare 
Of adiſcourteous Knight, who her had reft, 
And by outrageous force away did beare : 
Witneſle thereof he ſhew'd his head there left, 


I 
Moſt ioyfull man her Sire k. herto ſee, 

And heare th'adgenture of her late miſchance ; 

And thouſand thankes to Calidore for fee 

Of his large paines in her deliverance 

Did yeeld; Nelefſe the Lady did aduance. 

Thus hauing her reſtored truſtily, 

As he had vow'd, ſome ſmall continuance 
 Hetheredid make,andthen moſtcarefully 
Vato his firſt exploit he did him ſelfe apply. 

2 


oO 

So as he was purſuing of his queſt, 

He chaunc't to come whereas a jolly knight, 

In couert ſhade him ſelfe did fafely reſt, 

Toſolace with his Lady in delight : 

Itis warlike armes he had from him vndight ; 

For thathim ſelfe he thought from dangerfree, 

And far from enuious eyesthatmote him ſpight, 

And cke the Lady wasfull faireto ſee, ** cv 
And courteous withall, becomming her degree, 
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To whom Sir Calidore approaching nic, 
Erethey were well aware of limng =__ 
Them much abaſhr, but more hum (elfe thereby, 
Thar he ſo rudely did vpon them li 
And troubled had their quiet loues delight. 
Yer ſince it was his fortune, not his auk, - 
Him ſelfe thereof he labourd to acquite, 
And pardon crau'd for hisſo raſh default, 
Thar he gaiaſt courtefic ſo fowly did default. 
24 


With which his gentle words and wit, 
He ſoon allayd that Knights canceiv'd diſpleaſure, 
That he belought him downe by hum to fir, 
Thatthey mote treat of things abroad at leaſurez 
And of aduentures, which had in his meafure 
Of ſolong waicsto him befallen late. 
So f ns, ex and with delightfull pleafure 
His long aducntures ganto kim relate, 
Which he cadured had through dangerous debate. 


23 
Of which whileſt they diſcourſed both rogether, 
The faire Serena 7A his Lady hight) 
Allur'd with milineſs _ jm weather, . 
And pleaſance of the ewhich was dight 
With divers flowres diſtin with rare delight; 
Wandred about the fields, as liking led 
Her wauecring luſt after hes wandriog fi 
To make a | a7 to adorne her head, 
Withour ſuſpect of ill or dangers hidden dread. 


24 
All ſodainly our of the forreſt neere 
The Blatant Beaft, forth ruſhing voaware, 
Caught her thus looſcly wandring here and there, 
Andin his wide great mouth away herbare, 
Crying aloud invaine, to ſhew her ſad misfate 
Vnto . Knights, and calling oft for ayde; 
Who with the horrour of her hapleſle care 
Haſtly ſtarting vp, hike men diſmaide, 
Ran afterfaſt,to the diſtreſſed mayde. 
25 
The Beaſt, withtheir itincited more, 
Into the wood was beari apace 
For to haue ſpoyled her, when Calidore 
Who was more light of foot and ſwift in chace, 
Se 
And fiercely ing himwi is might, 
Forc't to Cade be Bo there inthe place, 
And to betake him ſcifeto fearefull fight; 
For, he dnfncr ee SC, 
2 
Who natheleſle, when he the (awe 
There left on wy full euillplight, 
Yetknowing that her Knight now neere did draw, 
Staide not to ſuccour her in that affright, 
Burfollow'd Faſt the Moaſter in his flight: 


Through woods and hils he follow'd himſo faſt, 


That he n'ould [ct him breath nor gather ſpright, 
Bur forc't him Expeand galpe,with ar 4" 
As if his luogs and lites were nigh aſlunder 


27 

And now by this, Sir Calepine (o 

Cametothe where he his Lady found 
In dolorous di and L 


So well he did his buſte paines app 
Tharthe fine fri be didre do again, 
To her fraile manfionof ryortalitie, _ 
Then vp be.cook her twixt his armes twaine, 
Andfſcrting on his ſteed, her did ſuſtaine . 
With bands foother beſide, 
Till to ſomeplaceof reſt they more atraine, 
Where ſhe in ſafe affurance mote abide, 

Till ſhe recured were of thole ber woundes wide. 


2 
Now when as Phirbus naich his Roxy ates L 
Vato his Inne began to draweapace z 
Tho,wering weary of thattoylelome paine; 
In trauelling on foote ſo long a ſpace, 
Not wont on foot with heauy armes to trace, - 
Downein adalc forby ariuers fide, 
He chaunc't to [py ataire and ſtately Place, 
To which he meanthis weary ſteps to guide, 
In hope there for his Loucſome fuccour toprowde. 
0 
But —— therigers fide, be found 
That hardly paſſ.ble oafoote it was; 
Ll atyer ym 
e wa foord more 
Thus whyl'ſt —_ re rr ry Ne 
An armed Knight iogto the place, 
With a faire Lady luked by hs fide, | 
The which the(clues prepar'd thorough the foord torides 


31 
Whom Calepinefaluting (as became) _ 
nr as pram mtr wr OY 
(For lafe condutting of his ſickly Darne, 
Through.that ſame perillous foord with better heed) 
To take him vp behinde pon his ſtacd : | 
Pod O_—_ onda rightly 
rays Kni ) reed 
Mc wr LT gpl wok, 
If Lwould beare bchinde a burden of ſuch ſcorne. 


2 
But as thou haſt thy fieed foclorve-whb ſhame; 
So fare on foote till thou ariother gaine, - 
And let thy Lady likewiſe do the ſame, 
Orbeare her oh thy backe wich pleafldg paine, 
Andprouc thy manhood on the billowes yaie. 


pcech his Lady mich diſpleaſed, 
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Sir Calepme her thankt ; < lywroth 

Againſt her Knight, her gentlencfle refuſed, 

And carcleſly intg theriuer goth, 

As in deſpighteo be ſo fowle abuſed 

Of arude ;whom often he accuſed 

Of fowlediſcourteſie, vnfir for Knightz 

And ſtrongly wading through the wanes vnuſed, 

With ſpeare in th'one hand, ftayd him ſclfe vpright, 
With th'other ſtayd his Lady vp with ſteddy might. 


4 
Andall the while, that "Re. diſcourteous Knight 
Stood on the furtherbanke beholding him : 
At whoſecalamity, for more deſpight, 
Helaught, and mock: to ſee him like to ſwim. 
But when as Calepine cameto the brim, 
And ſawe his carriage paſt that perill well, ; 
Looking atrhatſame Carle with count'nance grim, 
His heart withvengeance inwardly did fivell, 
And forth atlaft did breake in ſpecches tharpe and fell. 


Voknightly Kni ke, the b{miſh of that name, 
blot of all thararmes vponthem take, 
Whichis the badge of honour and of fame, 
Loe I defic thee, and herechallenge make, 
That thou for cuer docthoſe armes forſake ; 
And befor euer held a recreant _ 
Valefle thou dare for thy deare Ladies fake, 
And for thine owne detence on foot alight, 
To iultifie thy faultgainſt me in equall fight. 
6 


The daſtard, that did liek him ſelfe defide, 
Seem'd not to waigh his threatfull words at all, 
But Jaughtthem out, as if his greater pryde 
Did ſcorne the challenge of ſo bafe athrall: 
Or had nocourage, orelſc had no gall. 
So much the more was Calepine offended, 

That him to no Teuenge he forth could call, 
But both his challenge and himſelfe contemned, 

Ne cared as a coward fo to be condemned. 


7 

But he,nought weighing i A he ſayd or did, 

Turned his ſteed about another way, 

And with his Lady to the Caſtle rid, 

Where was his won; ne did the other ſtay, 

Bur after went direQtly as he may, 

For his ſicke charge ſome harbourthere to ſeeke; 

Where he atriuivg withthe fall of day, 

Drew to the gate, and there with prayers mecke, 
And milde enteaty,lodgivg did for her beſeeke. 

'28 


But the rude Porter, that _- manners had, 
Did ſhut the gate _ ſ him in his face, 
And entrance boldly vnto him forbad. 
Natheleſſethe Knight, nowin ſo necdy caſe, 
Gan him cntrear cuen with ſubmiſſion baſe, 
And humbly prayd to let them in that night: 
Whoto him anſwer'd, thatthere wasno place 
Of lodging fitfor any errantKnight, 
Valefſethat with his Lord he formerly did fight. 


Full lotham I, quoth he, a atcarſt, 
When day is , andreſt vs needeth moſt, 
And thatthis Lady, both wole fides arepearc't 
With wounds, is ready to forgoe the ghoſt : 
Newould [gladly combate with mine hoſt, 
That ſhould to me ſuch courteſie afford, 
Valeſle that I were thereuntoenforc't. 
Bur yer arcad to me, how hight thy Lord, 

That doth thus ſtrongly ward the Caſtle of the ford. 


0 

His name, quoth he, if PE. thou liſt to learne, 

Is hight Sir Twrpene, one of mickle might, * 

And manhood rare, but terrible and ſterne 

In all aſlayes to euery errant Knight, 

Becauſe of one, thatwrought him fowle deſpight, 

Ill ſeemes, ſayd he, if heſoyaliantbe, 

That he ſhould beſo ſterneto ſtranger wight: 

For,ſcldome yet did living creature fee, 
Thatcurtefic and manhood euer diſagree. 


1 
But goe thy wayes to ki, and fro me ſay, 
hat here is at his gate an errant knight, 
That houſe-roome craves, yet would be loth t'affay 
The proofe of battell, now in doubtfull night, 
Or counteſie with rudeneſle to requite: 
Yetif henceds will fight, craueleaue till morne, 
And tell (withall )chelamenrtable plight, 
In which this Lady languiſherhforlorne, 
That pitry craues, as he of woman was yborne. 


42 

The groome went ſtreight way in, and to his Lord 
Declar'd themeſlage, which that Knightdid moue; 
Who, fitting with his Lady then at bord, 
Not onely did not his demand approue, 
But both himſelfe reuil'd, and eke his Love; 
Albe his Lady, that Blandina hight, 
Him of vngentle vſage did reproue 
And cnnetle entreated Qatchey might 

Finde fauour to be lodged therefor thatſame night, 


Yetwould he not verſwadedbe for ought, 
Ne from his curriſh will awhitreclame. 
Which anſwer when the groom,returning, brought 
To Calepine, his heart did inly flame 
With wrathfull fury for ſo foule a ſhame, 
That he could notthereof aucnged bee: 
But moſt for pitty of his deareſt Dame, 
Whom now n deadly danger he did ſee; 
Yet had no meanes to comfort, nor procureher glee, 


But all in vaine ; for why, a 
He ſawe, the preſent miſchiefeto redreſle, 
Butth'vtmoſt end perforce for to aby, 
Which that nights fortune wouldfor him addreſle. 
So downe he tooke his indiftreſſe, 
And layd her vnderneath a buſh to ſleepe, 
Couer'd with cold, and wraptin mb 2: NPY 
Whiles he himſelfe all night did nought but weep, 
And wary watch about her for her ſafegard keepe. 
The 
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The morrow next, ſo ſoone as ioyous day 

Did thew it ſelfe 1n ſunny beames bedight, 

Screna tull of dolorous dismay, 

Twixt darknefle drad, and hope of liuing light, 

Vprear'd her head to ſeethat chearefull fight. 

Then Calepine, how-euer inly wroth, 

And greedy ro auenge that vile deſpight 3 

Yer for the feeble Ladies ſake, full loth 
To makethere lenger ſtay, forth on his journey goth. 

6 


4 
He goth on foote all armed by her ſide, 
Vpſtaying ſtill her (clfe ypon her ſteed, 
Being vnhable elſe alone to nde; 
So fore her fides.ſo much her wounds did bleed : 
Till that at length, in his extreameſt need, 
He chaunc't far off an armed Knightto ſpice, 
Purſuing him apace with greedy ſpeed; 
Whom well he wiſt to be tome enemy, 
That meant to make aduantage of his miſery. 


47 

Wherefore he ſtayd, tall that he neerer drew, 

To weet whatifſuc would thereof beride. 

Tho, when-as he approchet nigh in view, 

By certaine ſignes he plainely im» defcnde, 

To bethe man, that with ſuch ſcornefull pride 

Had bim abuſde, and ſhamed yeſterday. 

Therefore mildoubring, leaſt he ſhould miſ-guide 

His former malice toſomenew aflay, 
He caſt to keep hum ſelte ſo ſafely as he may. 

3 


4 
By this, the other came in place likewiſe; 
And couching clole his ſpeare andall bis powre, 
As bentto ſome malicious encerpriſe, 
He b.d him {tind, rabadethe bircer ſtoure 


\ 


4 


Of his ſore vengeance, orto make auoure 


Of the lewd words and deeds, which he had done: 


With that ran at him , as he would deuoure 
His life attonce ; who 
The perill of his pride, or elſe be ouer-run. 


4 
Yer he him ſtillpurſewd Gem placeto place, 
With full intent him cruelly to kill; 
And _ a wilde bn _— about did chaſe, 
Flying the fury of tus bloudy will. 
Buch 7s and ny > was ſtill 
Bchinde his Ladies backe = to him cride, 
And called oft with prayers loud and ſhrill, 
As cuer heto Lady was afhide, 
To ſpare her knight, and reſt with reaſon pacifide. 
0 
But he the more thereby - ed was, 
And with more cager felodlle him purſew'd: 
So that at length, St long weary chace, 
Hauing by chance a cloſe aduantage vew'd, 
He oucr-raught him, hauing long eſchew'd 
His violencenn vaine ; and with has} | 


ſpeare 
Strooke through his ſhoulder, that the bloud enſew'd 


In great aboundance, as a Wel it were, 


| Thatforth out of an hillfreſh guſhing did appeare- 


F1 

Yet ceaſt he not farallthatcruell wound, 

Burt chac'thim ſtill, for all bis Ladies crie; 

Not (atisfide till on the ——_—_— 

He awe hs life pourd forth diſpiteoully: 

The which was certes in great icopardie, 

Had not a wondrous chance his reskew 

And faucd from his cruell villany. 

Such chaunces oft exceed all humane thonght: 
Thatin another Canto ſhall to end be brought. 
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t could do, but ſhun 


- Thar giucth comfort to her cold: 
Ike as a ſhip with dreadfull ſtorme long toſt, Such was the ſtate of this moſt courteous knight, 
Hauing {pent all her maſtes Md her ground-hold, Being > cm that bold, . 
Now f.rre from harbour hkely to be loſt, That he retnayoed in ilous plight, : 
Atlit tome fuer barke doth neere behold, And his (ad Lady left in pictitull aftright; 
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2 

Till that by fortune, paſſing all foreſight, 
Aſaluage man, which in thoſe woods did wonne, 
Drawne with that Ladies loud and pitious ſhright, 
Toward the ſame inceſlantly did ronne, 
Tovynderſtand what there was to be donne. 
There he this moſt diſcourteous crauen found, 
As fiercely yer, as when he firſt begonne, 
Chaſing the gentle Calepine around, 

Nelſparing him the more for all his grieuous wound. 


Theſaluage man, that We: till this houre 
Did taſte of pittie, neither gentlefſe knew, 
Seeing his ſharpe aſſault ul, cruell ſtoure 
Was much emmoued athis perils view ; 
That euen his ruder heart began to rew, 
And feele compaſſion of his cuill plighr, 
Againſt his foe, thatdid him fo purſew : 
From whom he meant to free him, if he might, 


And him aucnge of thatſo villenous delpight. > 


4 

Yet armes or weapon had he noneto fight, 

Neknew thevie of warlike inſtruments, 

Sauc ſuch as ſuddenrage himlentto ſmite ; 
=» Butnaked without needfull veſtiments, 

To clad his corpſe with meethabiliments, 

He cared not for dint of ſword nor ſpeare, 

No more then for the ſtrokes of ſtrawes or bents : 

For,from his mothers wombe,which him did beare, 
Hewas invulncrable made by Magicke leare. 


5 
He ſtayd notto aduize, which way were beſt 
His foe t'aflayle,or how himſelfeto gard, 
But with fierce fury and with force inteſt 
Vpon him ran; who, bcing wellprepar'd, 
His firſt aſſault full warily did ward, 
Andwiththepuſh of his pointed ſpeare 
Full on the breaſt him ſtrook, ſo ſtrong and hard, 
Thar forc'thim backerecoyle, and reclc areare; 
Yetin his body made no wound nor bloud appeare. 
6 


With that, the wilde man more enraged grew, 
Liketo a Tigre that hath miſt his pray, 
And with mad mood againe vpon him flew, 
Regarding neither ſpeare that mote him lay, 
Noar his ficrce ſteed, that more him much diſmay. 
The Galuage nation doth all dread delpile : 
Tho, on his ſhield he griple hold did lay, 
And heldtheſame ſo ,that by no wiſe 

He could him force toloole, or leauc his cnterpriſe. 


7 
Long did he wreſt and wring itto and fro, 
And cuery way did try, but all in vaine : 
For he would not his greedy gripe for-goe, 
But hal'd and puld with all his mzghtand maine, 
That from his ſteed him nigh he againc, 
Who hauing now novſe of his long ſpeare, 
So nigh athand, nor force his ſhield to ſtraine, 
Both and ſhicld, as things that need]cfſe were, 
| Hequire forlooke, and fled himlcltc away for feare. 


8 

But after him the wild man ran apace, 

And him purſewed with importune ſpeed: 

(For, he was ſwift as any Bucke in chace) 

And had he notin his extreameſt need, 

Been helped through the fwiftneſle of his ſteed, 

He had him m——— in bis flight, 

Who, eucr as he ſawe him nigh ſucceed, 

Gan cry aloud with hornble affright, 
And ſhricked out ; a thing me for a knight, 


But when the Saluage ſaw bis labour vaine, 
In following of him, thatfled ſofaſt, 
He weary woxe, and back return'd againe 
With ſpeed vnto the place, wher-as he laſt 
Had left that couple, neere their vtmoſt c1ſt, 
Therehe that knight full ſorely bleeding found, 
And eke the Lady tearefully aghaſt, 
Both for the perill of thepreſcnt ſtound, 
And alſo forthe ſharpneſie of herrankling wound. 


10 

For, though ſhe were right glad, fo rid to bee 

From thatvile lozell, which her late offended ; 

Yet now no lefſe encombrance ſhe did ſee, 

And perill by this faluage man pretended ; 

Gainſt whom ſhe ſaw no meanesto be defended, 

By reaſon that her knightwas wounded fore. 

Therefore herlſelfe ſhe wholly recommcnded 

To Gods ſole grace, whom ſhedid oft implore, 
To ſend herluccour, being of all hope forlore. 

II 

But the wild man, contrary to her feare, 

Cameto her, creeping hike a fawning hound, 

And by rude tokens made to her appeare 

His deep compaſſion of her dolcfull ſtound, 

Kiſſing his hands, and crouching ro the ground; 

For, other language had he none nor ſpeech, 

But a ſoft murmure, and confuſed ſound 

Of ſenſelefle words, which Nature did him teach, 
T'expreſſc his paffions, which his reaſon did empeach. 


Iz 
And comming likewiſe to the wounded knight, 

When he beheld the ſtreames of purpleblood 
Yet flowing freſh ;as moued with the ſight, 
He made great mone, after his ſaluage mood: 
Andrunmng ſtreight into the thickeſt wood, 
A certaine herbe from thence vnto him brought, 
Whole vertue he by vic well ynderſtood : 
The juycewhercot into his wound he wrought, 


And ſtopt the blecding ſtraight, ere he it ſtanched thought. 
I 


Then taking vp that ras: ſhield and fpeare, 
Which carſt he left, he {fignes vnto them made, 
With him to "oa dani, 79 WOnning neare : 
To which he eafily did themperſwade. 
Farre in the forrelt by a hollow glade, 
Couered with moſlic ſhrubs, which ſpredding broad 
Did ynderneath them make a gloamy ſhade; 
Where foot of living creature neuer troad, (bode. 
Ne{garſe wild beaſts durſt come,there was this wights a- 
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14 
Thirher he brought theſe vnacquainted gueſts; 
To whom faire ſemblance, as ke could, he ſhewed 
By fignes, by lookes and all his other geſts. 
But the bare ground, with hoary mole beſtrowed, 
Muſt be their bed, their pillow was vnaſowed, 
And the fruites of the forreſt was their feaſt : 
For, theirbad Stuard neither plough'd nor ſowed, 
Ne fed on fleſh, ne euer of wilde Pe 
Did taſte the bloud, obeying Natures firſt behealt. 
I 
Yet howſocuer baſe and n—_ it were, 
They took it well, and thanked God for all; 
Which had them fre'ed fromthat deadly feare, 
And fay'd from being to that cartive thrall. 
Here they of force (as fortune now did fall) 
Compelled were themſclues awhileto reſt, 
Glad of that caſement, though itwere butſmall; 
That hauing therethcir wounds awhileredreſt, 


They motethe abler be to paſle vnto the reſt, 
6 , 


I 

During which time, that wyl man did apply 

His beſt cndeuour, and his daily paine, 

In ſeeking all the woods both farre and nye 

For herbs to drefſe their wounds; ſtill ſeeming faine, 

When ought he did, that did their liking gaine. 

Soas cre long he had that knightes wound 

Recured well, and made him whole againe : 

But that ſame Ladics hurts no herbe he found, 
Which could redrefle, for it was inwardly vnſound. 


Now when as Calepine was woxen ſtrong, 
Vpon a day he caſt abroad to wend, 
To takethe ayre, and heare the thruſhes ſong, 
Vnarm'd, as fearing neither foe nor friend, 
And without ſword his perſon to defend. 
There him befell, vnlooked for before, 
An hard aduenture with vahappy end, 
A cruell Beare, the which 2n1ntant bore 
Petwixt his bloody iawes, beſprinkled all with gore. 
bo 


I 

The little babe did loudly ſcrieke and qual, 

And all the woods with pittious plants did fill, 

As if his cry did meane for helpe to call 

To Calepme, whoſe cares thole (hrieches ſhrill 

Pearciog his heart with pitics point did thrill ; 

That after him, he ran with zealous haſte, 

To reſcueth'infant, ere he did him kill : 

Whom though he ſawe now ſomewhatouer-paſt, 
Yetby the cry he follow'd, and purſewed faſt. 


1 
Well then him chaunc't his key armes to want, 
Whoſe burden mote impeach his needfullſpeed, 
And hinder him from lidertie to pant : 
For, hauing long time, as his daily weed, 
Them wont to weare, and wend on foot for need, 
Now wanting them he felt himſclfe ſo light, 
That likean Fluke, which feeling her (elf freed 
From bels and iefles, which didlether flight, 
Hiro ſeem'd his feet did fly, and in their ſpeed delight. 


20 

So well he ſped him, that the weary Beare 

Fre long he ouer-tooke, and forc't to ſtay; 

And without weapon him ala ling neare, 

Compeld him ſoone the poyle owne to lay. 

Wherewith the beaſt eurag'dto lole his prey, 

Vpon him turned, and wil greedy force 

And fury, tobe croſſed in his way, 

Gaping full wide, did thinke without remorſe 
To be aucng'd on him, and to deuoure his corle. 


21 

But the bold knight no whit thereatdiſmayd : 
But catching vp in band a ragged ſtone, 
Which lay thereby (fo fortune him did ayde) 
Vpon him ran, and thruſt ir all attone 
Tato his gapio throte, that made him grone 
And gaſpe tor breath, that he nigh choked was, 
Being vnableto digeſt that bone 3 
Ne could it vpward come, nor downward paſs : 


Ne could he brook the coldnefle of the ſtony maſs. 


22 

Whom when as he thus cumbred did behold, 

Striuipg in vaine that nigh his bowels braſt, 

He with him clos'd : and laying mighty hold 

Vpon his throte, did gripe his gorgelo faſt, 

That wanting breath, him downe to ground he caſts 

And then oppreſling him withvrgent paine, 

Ere long enforc't to breath hisvtmoſt blaſt, 

Gnaſhing his cruell teeth athimin vaine, 
And threatning his ſharpe clawes , now wanting powpe to 

2 (traing. 

Then tooke he vp betwixt his armes twaine 

Thelittle babe, ſweet relicks of his pray; 

Whom pitrying to heare ſo ſore complaine, 

From his ſoft eyes the tearces he wyp't away, 

And from his face the filth that did ut ray: 

And cuery little limbe he ſearcher ar 

And euery part, that vader ſweath-bands hay , 

Leaſtthatthe beaits ſharpe teeth had avy wound 
Made in his tender fleſh; but whole them all he found, 

24 

So hauing all his bands againevp-tide, 

Hewith him thought eto returne agane : 

But when he lookt about on cuery ſide, 

To weet which way were beſtto cntertaine, 4 

To bring him tothe place where he would faing, 

—_ _ nor tract of foot deſcry, 

ebyinqui carne, nor ghefle b ayme. .. . 

For, hrs «a woods and EEE [ny and nye, 

Tharall abourdidcloſe thecompaſle of his eye. 


2 
Much was he then cl necould tell 
Which way to take: now Welt he went awhile, 
Then North; then neither, bur as forrune fell. 
So P and downe he wandred inany a mile, TT 
With weary trauell andyaccrtainetoyle, | 
Yet nought the-nearer to his iourneyes cud; 
And euermorehis lovely little ſpo 
Crying forfooddid greatly him 
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26 
Atlaſt, about theſetting of the Sunne, 
Him ſelfe out of the foreſt he did winde, 
And by good fortune the plaine Champion wonne 
Where looking all about, where he mote find 
Some place of ſuccour to content his mind, 
Atlength he heard vnder theforreſts fide 
Avoice, thatſcemed of ſome woman-kinde, 
Which to her ſelfe lamenting loudly cride, 
And oftcomplayn'd of Fate, and Fortune oft defide. 
2 


7 
To whom approching, when as ſhe perceiued 
A ſtranger wight in place, her plaint ſhe ſtayd, 
Asif ſhe doubted to haue been deceiued, 
Orloth to lether ſorrowes be bewrayed. 
Whom when as Calepme ſaw ſo diſmayd, 
He to her drew, and with faire blandiſhment 
Her chearipg vp, thus gently to her ſayd; 
What be you wotull Dame, which thus lament ? 
And for what cauſe declare, ſo mote ye not repent. 


28 
To whom ſhe thus; Whatneed me Sir to tell 
That which your ſelfe haue carſt ared ſo right ? 
A wofull Dame ye haue me tearmed well; 
So much more wofull, as my wofull plight 
C:nnot redreſſed be by liuing wight. 
Nath'lefſe, quoth he, if need do not you bind, 
Doe it diſcloſe, to caſe your grieued {pright: = 
Oft-rimes it haps, that ſorrowes of the mind = 
Find remedy vnſought, which ſecking cannot find. 
2 


Then thus began the babe Dame; 
Sith then ye needs will knowe the grief I hoord, 
I am th'vnfortunate Matilde by name, 
The wife of bold Sir Bruin, who is Lord 
Of all this land, late conquer'd by his ſword | 
From a great G1ant,called Cormoraunt; 
Whom he did ouerthrowe by yonder foord, 
And in three batrailes did ſo deadly daunt, 
That he dare not returnefor all his daily vaunt. 


0 
So is my Lord now ſeiz'd of all the land, 
As in his fee, with peaceable eſtare, 
And quietly doth holdir in his hand, 
Ne any dares with hum for it debate. 
But to thoſe happy forrunes,crucl Fate 
Hath ioyn'd onecuill, which doth ouer-throwe 
All thele our ioyes, andall our blifſe abate; 
And like in time to further ill to growe, | 
And allthis land with endleflelofſero oner-flowe, 


21 
For, th'beauens, ing our proſperity, 
chGGR s 


Haue not vou to graft vaty vs twaine 

The gladfullbleffing of poſteritie, 

Which we mighr ſee after our ſeJues remaine 

In th'heritage of our mhappy paine : 

So that for want of heires itto defend, 

All is intime like toreturne againe 

To that foule feend, who daily doth attend 
T9 leapeinto the ſame after our liues end. 


2 
But moſt my Lord is evicncd herewithall, 
And makes exceeding mone, when he does thinke 
That all this land vnto his foe ſhall fall, 
For which he long in vaine did fweat and ſwinke, 
That now the {ame he greatly doth for-thinke. 
Yet was it{ayd, there ſhould to him aſonne 
Be gotten, not begotten, which ſhould drinke 
Aud dry vp all the water, which doth ronne 
In the next brook, by whom that feend ſhould be fordon. 


3 
Well hop'thethen, when chis was propheſide, 
That from his fide fome noble childe ſhouldriſe, 
The which, through fame ſhould farre be magnifide, 
And this proud G1ant ſhould with braue empriſe 
Quite ouerthrowe, who now ginnes to deſpiſe 
The good Sir Bruin, growing tarre in yeares; 
Whothinkesfrom me his forrow all doth riſe. 
Lo, this my cauſe of pricfe to you appeares z 
For which I thus do mourn, & poure forth ceaſcleſſe teares., 


4 
Which when he heard, he inly touched was 
With tender ruth for her ynworthy gricfe: 
And when he had deuized of her caſc, 
He ganin mind conceiue a fitrelicfe 
For all her paine, if pleaſe her make the priefe. 
And hawng cheared her, thus ſayd; Faire Dame, 
In euils, counſcll is the comfort chiefe : 
Which though | be not wiſe enoughroframe, 
Y-t as I well it meane, vouchſafe it without blame. 


If that the cauſe of this _ languiſhmenrt 
Be lacke of children, to ſupply yourplace ; 
Lo, how good fortune doth to you preſent 
This little babe, of ſweet and louely face, 
And (potleſſe ſpirit, in which ye may enchace 
What-cuer formes ye liſt thereto apply, 
Being now loft and fitthem to embrace; 
Whether ye liſt him train in cheualry, 

Or noutfle yp inlore of learn'd Philoſophy. 

6 


And certes it hath RES. Is been leene, 
That of the like whoſe linage was vaknowne, 
More braue and noble knights haue rayſed beene 
(As theirviQtorious deeds noe often ſhowen, 
Being with famethrough many Nations blowen) 
Then thoſe, which haue been dandled in the lap, 
Therefore ſomethoughr, thatthoſe brauc imps were 
Here by the gods, and fed with heaueply ſap, (fowen 
That made them groweſo high rall honorable hap. 


7 

The Lady hearkving to his ſeaſefull ſpeech, 
Found nothing that he ſayd, vyameetnor geaſon, 
Hauing oft ſcene it tride, as he did teach. 
Theretore inclining to hjs goodly reaſon, 
Aprecing well both with the place & (cafon , 
She gldy did of that ſ:me babe accept, 
As of her owne by liucry and ſeifin ; 
And hauing ouer it alittle wept, 

She boreit thence, and cuer as her owne it kept. 
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Right glad was Calepine to 3 ſarid '. 
Of his young charge, whereof he skilled —_— 
Ne rot ad ; tor, ſhe ſo wiſely did, 

And with her husband vader hand {o 

That when that jofant vnto him ſhe b 

She io goody enrol was his _—_— 4 

Anditin —_— 0 TIM 
And did right noble deeds, the 


But Calepine, now being left alone 
Vnder thie green-woods fide in ſorry plight, 
Withouten armes or ſteed toride vpon, 
Or houſeto hide bis head from heguens ſpight, 


— —— 
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SI What an __ thing is to deſcrie 
J The gentle bloud, how-euer it be wrapt 
SR Int anieformace foule deformity, 


9 For, howſocuer it may growe mis-ſhap't 
| Like this wyld man, beingradif on” 'd) 
That toall yertue it may ſeeme vnapt, 
Yerwill it ſhew ſomeſparkes of gentle mind, 
And atthelaſt breake ae in his owneproper kinde. 


That plainely may in this? wy1d man be red, 
Who though he were ſtill in this deſertwood, 
Mongtt ſaluage beaſts, both rudely borne and bred, 
Ne euer {awe fare guize, ne learned good, 
Yet ſhew'd ſome token of his gentle blood, 
By gentlevſage of that wretched Dame. 
For, certes he was borne of noble blood, 
How-ecuer by hard hap he hither came : 
As ye may know, when ame lib to tell the lame. 


Who,when as now long dmebelacts] had 
The good Sir Calepine, that farre was ſtrayd, 
Did were pur" ſorrowfull and (ad, 

As heof ſome 9s Jenin were afrayd : : 
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Canto V. 
The Saluage ſerues Matilda well, 


till ſhe Prince Arthure find; 
5 [Bo 1ho her togetber with his am_ F2- 
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| Albethat Dame(by all themeans ſhe might) 

Him oftdefired home with her to wend, 

And offred him(his courtefieto requite): 

Both horſe and armes, and what-ſo elſcto lend} ; 
Yer he them'al}refus'd, though thanke her as afriend. 


Andfor e exceeding priefe w Lich inly 
That he his Ls fo lu klefſs now hadloft, 


Oa the colde » maugre himlclfe he threw, 
Fox kl deſpight, to beſolorcly croſt; 
And there all night himſelfe in anguiſh toſt; 
Vowing, that ncuer bein bed 2gane 
His Imbes would reſt; nc lig in eaſe embaſt, 
Till that his Ladies fight be mote attaine, 

Or vnderſtand, that os remayne. 
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And leauing there this Lady all diiwayd, 
Went forth ſtreightway into the forveſt wide, 
To ſceke, if he perchance were layd,. 
Or what-ſo elle we were yato him : 


4 © 
S Za And wretched ſorrows, which haue ofts hape? Heſought him far and _ yet him no where he ſpyde. 


Tho, back returni to tharfory Dame, 
He ſhewed ſemblanr of e mone, 
Mr IRS could frame ; 
both his wretched hands in one, 
Nowbearg 15 hard head vpon aftone, | 
Thackli eto ferkiniG dimmas, 


By Aaemar watcr ama rave ea aa 
Ganteare her hayre, and all 
And beather breaſt, ——"— lee comment: 


—_ al berth Ms, 
Regar 
Tic wiekeheirbloud did all theoore} wbrew, 
As if her breaſt, new launc'rwith murdrous knife, 
Would 
There ſhe 
As if hervi 
With ſtronger and feared theird 
UE TORE ads 


320 THE SIXT BOOKE OF Cant V. 


—_——__@l— 


/ 6 

Whom when the Saluage ſawe ſo ſore diſtreſt, 

He reared hervp from the bloudy ground, 

And ſoughtby all the meanes that he could beſt 

Her to recure outof that ſtony ſwound, 

And ſtaunch the bleeding of her dreary wound. 

Yetn'ould ſhe be ncentiged for nought, 

Ne ccaſe herſotrowe and impatient ſtound, 

Bur day and nightdid vexc her carefull thought, 
Andeuer more and more her owne afflition wrought. 


7 
Arlength, when as no hope of his returne 
She {awenow left, ſhe caſtto leauethe place, 
And wend abroad, though feeble and forlorne, 
To ſeck ſome comfort ——_— calc. 
His ſtecd,now ſtrong through reſt ſo long a ſpace, 
Well as ſhecould, ſhe gat, and did bedighrt: 
And being thereon mounted, forth did paſe, 
Withouten guide, herto conduR aright, 
Or gard herto 7 Wn: qpprctiers might. 
Whom when her Hoſtſaw ready todepart, 
He would not ſuffer her alone to fare, 
But gan him ſelfe addrefſeto take her part. 
Thole warlikearmes, which Calepine whyleare 
Hadleft behind, he gan eftſoones prepare; 
And put them all about him ſelfe vofit, 
His ſhield, his helmet, and his curats bare; 
But without ſword vpon histhigh to ſit : 
Sir Calepine himſelfe away had hidden it. 


9 

So forth they traueld an vneuen payre, 
That mote toall men ſcem anvocouthfightz 
A laluage man matcht with a Lady fayre, 
Thatrather ——_ co _ of hi | might, 
Gortten by ſpoyle, then pur phe. 
But he wy bh attend as ——_ 
And faithfully did ſcrue both day and night, 
Withouten thought of ſhame or villeny, 

Ne eucrſhewed ſigne of foulediſloyalty, 

I 


o 
Vpon a day as on their way they went, 
Chee ein nm her ſeed 
To bediſordered by ſome accident : 
Which to redreſle, ſhe did th'aſfiſtance need 
Of this her groome: which he by ſignes didreed; 
And ftreight his combrous armes afide did lay 
Vpon the ound, withouten doubt or dreed, 
And in his CINE 
T* amend what wasamiſle, and pur in right array. 


I 

Bout _ whil'ſthewas buficd _—_ . 
Lo, where a knight together with his Squire, 
All arm'd to point, came riding thitherward, 
Which ſcemed by their portance and attire, 
To be twocrrant Knights, that did enquire 
After aduentures, where they mote them get. 
Thoſewere to weet (if that ye itrequire) 
Prince Arther and young Timias, which met 

By ſtrange occaſion, that here needs forth be (et. 


13 

After that Timias had agai | 

The fauour of (as ye heard) 

And of her =_ _— ine allured, 

To happy blifle he was ) 'd, 

ts _ nor of ang heard * 

T ocs did him maligne 

Hom ans yer ng 

Yethehim ſclfe ſo well and wiſely bore, 
Thatia her ſoucraine liking he dwelt cuermore. 


I 
But of themall, which did his ruine ſecke, 
Three mighty cn'mies did him moſt deſpightz 
Three mighty ones, and cruell minded ceke, 


Thathim not onel heb ighe 
To ouerthrowe, bac ply gh: 
The firſt of them by name was cald De 


Exceeding all the reſt in powre and hight ; 
Theſecond norld frong, barwilh Mmaes 


The third nor ſtrong nor wiſe, but ſpightfulleſt Defette. 


14 
Oft-rimes their ſundry powers they did employ, 
And ſeuerall Fears £4 bar iP F 
For, neither they by force could him deſtroy, 
= m_ entrap in _— ſubull craine. 
ore in together laine, 
They did Farm, es. Fo. in encecinpanads 
Where ſingled forces faile, conioynd may gaine. ' 
The Blatant Beaſt the fitteſt meancs theyionad, 
To worke his vtter ſhame, and throughly him confound. 


5 

Vpon a day as they the time did waite, 
When he did rangethe wood for ſaluage game, 
N—_ that Blatant Beaf# to be a baate, 
Todrawe him from his deare beloued Dame, 
Vowares into the danger of defame. 
For, wellthey wiſt, that Squire to be ſo bold, 
That no one beaſtia forreſt wilde or tame. 

Met him1n chaſe, bur he it challenge would, | 
And plucke the prey oft-times out of theirgreedy bolde: 
16 

The hardy boy, as they deuiſed had, 
Secing the vgly Monſter paſſing by, 
Vpon himler, of perill noughtadrad, 
e skiltull of the vacouth icopardy 3 
And charged him ſo fierce and furiouſly, 
That (his great force vnabletocndure 
He forced was to turnefrom him and fly : 
Yetcrebe fled, he with his tooth impure 
Him heedlefle bit, the whules he was thereof ſecure. 


17 

Securely he did after him , 

Thinking by ſpecd to ouertake his flight; 

Who through thick woods & brakes & briers him drew, 

To weary him the more, and waſte his ſpight; 

So that he now has almoſt ſpent his ſprighr. 

Till that at length vnto a woody 

He came, whole couert ſtopt his Finthers : 

There his three focs, ſnrowded in guilefull ſhade, 
Out of theirambuſh broke, and obimotnds Sharply 
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18 
Sharply they all attonce did him aſſayle, 
Burning with inward rancour and deſpight, 
And heaped ſtrokes did round about hmm haile 
With ſo buge force, that ſeemed nothing might 


Beare off their blowes from pearcing thorough quite. 


Yethe them all ſo wanly did ward, 

1 hatnone of them in his ſoft fleſh did bite, 

And all the while his backe for beſt ſafegard, 
He lcant againſt a tree, that backeward = bard. 


I 

Like a wilde Bull, that being at a bay, 

Is baited of a maſtiffe and a hound, 

And a curre-dog ; that doe him ſharpe aſſay 

On euery ſide, and beat about him round ; 

But moſt that curre, barking with bitter ſound, 

Andcreeping ſtill behinde, doth him incomber, 

Thatin his Faſt: he digs the trampled ground, 

And threats his horns, and bellowes like the thonder ; 
So did that Squire his focs diſperſe, and driue aſonder. 


20 

Him well behoued (o; for,his three foes 

Sought to encompaſſe him on enery ſide, 

And dangerouſly did round about encloſe ; 

But _ of all Defetto him annoyd, 

Creeping behinde him ſtillto haue deſtroyde: 

So did Decetto eke him circumuent : 

Bur ſtout De ,in his greater pride, 

Did front he: ro fs "painſt him bent; 
Yet hethemall withſtood, and often made relent. 


21 
Till that at length nigh tyr'd with former chace, 
And weary now with carefull keeping ward, 
He 9an to ſhrinke, and ſomewhat to giue place, 
Fulllike cre long to haue eſcaped hard ; 
When-as vnawares he in the forreſt heard 
A trarpliog ſteed, that with his nezghing faſt 
Did warne his rider bevpon his gardz 
With noiſe whereof the Squire, now nighaghaſt, 
Reuiued was, and {ad deſpaire away did 


22 
Eftſoones he (pide a Knight approching nie, 
Who ſeeing one inlo great anger ſet 
Mongſt many foes, himſelfe did faſter hie , 
Toreskue ham, and his weak part abet, 
Forpitty ſo to {ce him ouer-ler. 
Whom ſoone as his three enemies did view, 
They fled, and faſt into the wood Gage: 
Him booted not to think them to purlew, 
The couert was ſo thick, that did oo pallageſhew. 


22. 
Then turning to that ſwaine, him well he knew 
To be bis T»nias his owne truc Squire; 
Whereof exceeding glad heto him drew, 
And bim embraci one. 
Him thus beſpake 3 efc, my lifes 
Why haue ye me wan vs left?  - 
Tellme what worlds deſpight, or heaucns yre 
Hath you thus lotg away from me bereft? 


Where don yeallthis while bin wandring, where bin wel 2 


2 
With that, he ſighed deep foriumanl tyne : 
To whom the Squire nought anſwered againe; 
But ſhedding few ſoft teares from tender eyne, 
His deare ee with filence did reſtraine, 
= _ all = pLintin priuy 408 
ere they awhile ſome gracious ſpecches 
Asto hte Pages on 6D _— 
After all which,vp to their ſtceds they went, 
And forth together rode a comely couplemenr. 


25 

So now they be arriued both in ſight 

Of this wild man,whom they full bufic found 

Abourtthe (ad Serenarhings to dight, 

With thoſe braue armours lying onthe ground, 

Thatfcem'd the ſpoyle of ſome right well renownd. 

Which when that Squire beheld, he to them ſept, 

Thinking to take them from thathilding hound: 

But he it lecing lighely to him lept, 
And iternely with ſtrong han it from his handliog kept. 

6 


2 
Gaaſhing his grinded teeth with grieſly looke, 
And Skies fire out of his pans en 
Him with his fiſt ynwares on th'head he ſtrooke, 
LL. may him downevnto the carth encline , 
ence ſoone vpſtarting much he gan repine. 
And layin ke args by wr plade, 
Thought crewithal forthwith him to haucQlaine; 
Who it perceiuing, hand ypon him layd, 
And greedily him: griping, his auengement ſtayd. 


27 
Wirh that, aloud the faire Serenecryde 
Vaoto the Knight them to diſpartia twaine : , 
Who to them ſtepping did them ſoon diuide, 
And did from further violence reſtraine, 
Albethe wyld-mag hardly would refraine. - 
Then ganthe Prince, of her for to demaund, 
What and from whence ſhe was, and by what traine 
She fell into that aluage villaines hand, 
And whetherfree with him APES In and. 


29 
To whom ſhe thus; Lam, as gow 


Lam, as gow yelep, 1g 
The wretchedſt Dame; thar li this day on ground 3 
| ozade,ch which-moſt gricueth me, 


That hath me driyen to this drery ſtound. 
I was erewhile, the Loue of ine 2 
Who whether he aliue beto.be found, 
Or by ſome deadly chance be done to pine, 
Sith Ium lately loſt, yneath-isto dafine.. 


2 
In faluage forreſtI himloſt of late, — 
Where I had lurehc lenge th ho dead, 
Or elſe remained ip molt wretched ſtate, 
Had not this wilde man jn that wofull teal 
Kept, and dcliuered me from deadly dread. - 
Inſuch afaluage wight, of brutiſh kynd, 
ns 
tis moſt ſtrap ronderfullto find 
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0 
Let metherefore this lines for him finde, 
Thar ye will not your wrath ypon him wreake, 
Sith he cannot expreſlc his fimple minde, 
Ne yours conceiue, ne but by tokens ſpeake : 
Small praiſe to proue yourpowre on wight ſo weake. 
With ſuch faire words ſhe did their hear aſſwage, 
And the ſtrong courſe of their diſpleaſure breake, 
Thattheyto pitty turnd their former rage, 
And cach ſought roupply the office of her page. 


I 

So hauing all things well 2bout her dight, 
She on her way caſt forward to proceed; 
And they her forth conduCted, where they might 
Finde harbour fit to comfort her great need. 
For, now her wounds corruption gan to breed; 
And eke this Squire, who likewiſe wounded was 
Of thatſame Monſter late, forlacke of heed, 
Now gan to faint, and further could notpaſs 


Through feeblenefle, which all bis limbes oppreſſed has. 


2 
Soforth they rode nognber allin troupe, 
To ſeck ſome place, the which mote yeeld ſome caſe 
To theſe ficke twaine, that now began to droupe: 
Andal! the way the Prince ſoughtto appeaſe 
The bitter anguiſh of their ſharpe diſeaſe, 
By allthe courteous meanes he could inuent ; 
Somewhile with merry purpoſe fitto pleaſe, 
And otherwhile with good encouragement, 
To make them to endure thepains Fe them torment. 


Mongſt which, Serena did 2, him relate 
The foule diſcourt'fies and ynknightly parts, 
Which Twrpine had vnto her ſhewed late, 
Without compaſiion of her cruell ſmarts: 
Although Blandinadid with all her arts 
Him otherwiſe perſwade, all that ſhe might; 
Yet he of malice, without her defarts, 
Not onely het excluded late atnight, 

But alſo traiterouſly did wound her weary knight, 


4 
Wherewith the Prince RE - HOP" there avoud, 
That ſoone as he returned backe againe, 
He would auenge th'abuſes of thatproud 
And fhameful Fnight, of whom ſhe did complaine. 
This wize did they each other entertaine, 
To paſſe thetedious travell of the wy ; 
T1ll rowards night they camevnto a Plaine, 
By which a little hermitage there lay, 
Far from all neighbourhood, the which annoy it may. 


5 

And nigh thereto alittle Chappell ſtood, 
Which being all with Yuy ouer-ſpred, 
Deckt all the roofe; ind ſhadowing therood, 
Seem'd like a groue faire branched ouer-head: 
Therein the Hermite, which his life here led 
In ſtreight obſeruance of religious vow, 
Was wont his howres andholy things to bed; 
And therein he likewiſe was praying now, 


When-as thelc knights arriy'd,they wilt not where nor how. 


6 
They ſtaydnot there, but freight way in did paſs. 
Whom when the Hermite preſent fawein place, 
From his deuotion ſtreight he troubled was ; 
Which breaking off, he toward them did paſe, 
With ſtayed ſteps, and graue beſeeming grace : 
For, well it ſeem'd, that whylome be fad beene 
Some goodly perſon and of gentle race : 
That could his good toall, and well did weene, 
How each to entertaine with curt'fic well belecne. 


7 
Andſoothly itwas ſayd b commend fame, 
Solong as ape enabled him thereto, 
Thathe had amanof mickle name, 
Renowmed much in armes and derring doe : 
But being aged now and weary to 
Of warres delight, and worlds contentious toyle, 
Thename of knighthood he did diſauow, 
And hanging vp his armes and warlikeſpoyle, 
From all this worlds incombrance did himſelfe affoyle. 
8 
He thence them led into his Hermitage, 
Letting their ſteeds to graze vpon the Green : 
Small washis houſe, and like alittle cage, 
For his owne turne, yet inly neate and cleane, 
Deckt with green boughes, and flowers gay beſcene. 
T herein he them full faire did entertaine 
Not with (uch forged ſhowes, as fitter beene 
For courting fools, that courteſies would faine, 
But with entire afteCtion and appearance plainc. 


Yet was their fare but homely, ſuch as hee 
Did vſe, his feeble body to ſuſtaine; 
The which full gladly they did take in gree, 
Such as it was,ne did of wantcomplaine, 
But being well ſufhz'd, them reſted faine. 
Burfairc Serene all night could take no reſt, 
Ne yet that gentle Squire,for grieuous paine 
Of their late wounds, the which the Blatant Beaſt 
Had giuen the, whoſe grief through ſuffrance ſoreincreaſt, 


) 

So all thatnightthey paſt a great diſcaſe, 

T1ll that the morning, bnagivg early light 

To guide mens labours, brought them alſo eaſe, 

Andiome aflw of their painefull plight. 

Then vp they role, and gan themſclues to dight 

Vato their journey 3 but that Squire and Dame 

So faint and feeble were, thatthey ne might 

Endureto trauell, nor one foot to frame: 
Their harts were icke, their ſides were ſore, their feet were 


| 41 C 
Therefore the Prince, whom great affairesin mind 
Would not permit, to makethere lenger ſtay, 
Was forced there toleaue them both behind, 
In that good Hermits charge, whom he did pray 
To tendthem well. So forth he went his way, 
And with him cke the Saluage (that whylere 
Secing his royall viage and array, 
Was greatly grownetn loue of that brauepere) 
Would netts depart, as ſhalldeclarced beelſewhere, of 
ro 
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Canto VI. 


The Hermite heales both Squire © Dame YN 
of their ſore maladies : 

He Turpine doth defeate, and ſhame 
for hs latevillanies. 


—  ————— — _ 


I 

© 1.4 O wound, which warlike hand of enemy 

(=  Inflicts with dint of ſword,ſo ſore doth hght, 
| > & As doth the poyſnous ſting, which Infamy 
NY F Infixeth in the name of noble wight : 
"4 For, by no art, nor any Leaches might 

LASSP V It cucr can recured be againe 3 

Ne all theskill, which that immorrall ſprighe 

Of Podalyrixe did in it retaine, 
Can remedy ſuch hurts; ſuch hurts archellſhpaine. 


2 
Such werethe wounds, the which that Blatant Beaſt 

Made in the bodies of that Squire and Dame; 

And being ſuch, were now much more increalt, 

For want of taking heed vato the ſame, 

That now corruptand curelefle they became : 

How-be that carefull Hermite did his beſt, 

With many kindes of medicinesmeet, to tame 

The poylnous bumour, which did moſt infeſt 
Their rankling wounds, & cuery day them duely dreſt. 


For, he right wellin nanks craft was ſeene; 
And through the long experience of his daies, 
Which baſin many fortunes tofled beene, 
And paſt through many perillous aſlaies, 
He knew the diuerle went of mortall waies, 
And in the mindes of men had in-fight; 
Which, with (age counſell, when they went aſtray, 
He could cnforme, and them reduce anght, 
And all the paſſions heale,which wound the weaker ſpright. 


4 

For, whylome, he bad been a doughty Knight, 
As any one that lived in his hos rs, 
And proued oft.in many perilous fight; 
Of which he grace and 4 wo wonne alwaics, 
And inall battelsbore away the baies. 
But beeing now attacht with timely age, 
And wn of this worlds vitae, 
He tooke himſclfe vnto this Hernu 

In which he liu'd alone; like carclefſe burd in cage. 
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5 
One day, as he was ſearching of their wounds, 

He Gund thatthey had feltred priuily, 

And rankling inward with voruly ſtounds, 

The inticr parts now gan to trifie, 

Thar quite they ſeem'd paſt helpe of ſurg 

And rather needed to be diſciplnde 

With wholeſome reede of ad! ſobriety, 

Torulethe ſtubbornerage of paſſion blind : 
Giueſalues to euery fore, but counſellto the mind. 

6 


So, taking them apart into his Cell, 
Heto - point fit ſpeeches gan to frame, 
As he the art of words knew wondrous well, 
And cke could doe, as well as ſay the ſame; 
And thus he tothem ſaid; Faire daughter Dame, 
And you faire ſonne,which heere thus long now lie 
In pittions languor, fince ye hither came, 
In vaine of me ye hopefor remedie, 
And I likewiſe in yaine doefalues to you apply. 


7 
For, in your ſelfe your onely helpe doth lie, 
To heale your lelues, and muſt proceed alone 
From your owne will, to cure your maladie. 
Who can him cure, thatwill be cur'd of none? 
If therefore health yeſccke, obſeruethis one; 
Firſt, learne your outward ſenſes to refraine 
From things that ſtirre vp fraile affeftion ; 
Your eyes, your cares,your tongue, your talke reſtraine 
From that they moſt affect, and in due tearmescontaine. 
8 


For, from thoſe outward ſenſes ill affeted, 
The ſeed of all this euill firſt doth fprine, 
V Vhich at the firſt beforeit had og, 
Mote eaſe be ſuppreſt with little thing : 
But beeing growen ſtrong, it forth doth bring 
Sorrow, and angwſh, and impatient paine + 
In th'innerparts, agd laſtly ſcattering 
Contagious poylon cloſe through every vaine, 
It =_ ny Micheneweceghe tus finall bane. 4 
b or 
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For, that beaſts reeth adifremtel you to-fore, 
Are ſo exceeding venemous atid keeuce, 
Made all of ruſty iron, rankling ſore, 
That wherethey bite, it baoteth not to weene 
With ſaluc, or anndote, orother meanc 
Tt euer to amend : ne maruaile ought; 
Ps ds was bred of helliſh _ 
Andlong in ome Stygian den vp-brought, 
Begot of Foale Echidna, as in Rooks is ary 


10 

Echidna is a Monſter direfull dred, | 
Whom Gods doe hate, and heauensabhor to ſee; 
So hideous is her ſhape, ſo huge her head, 
Thateuenthe hclliſh fiends aftrightred bee 

- Arfightthereof, and fromher preſence flee: 

Yer Nia herface and former partsprofeſle 
A faire young Maiden, full of comely Free ; 
Bur all her binderparts did plaine expretle 

A monſtrous Dragon, full of fearcfull vglineſle. 


I1 
To her the Gods, for herlo dreadfull face 
(In fearefull darkeneſle, furtheſt from the skie, 
And from the earth appointed haue her place 
Monegſt Rocks and Caues, where ſhe cnrold doth lic 
In hideous horrour and obſcurity, 
Waſting the ſtrength of her immorrall age. 
There FF Typhaon with her company 3 
Cruell Typhaon, whole tempeſtuous rage 
Make th'heaucns tremble oft, & him with yowes aſlwage. 


I2 
Ofthat commixtion they did then beget 
Thas hclliſh dog, that hightthe Blatant Beaſt 3 
A wicked Moniter, that his tongue doth whet 
Gainſt all, both good and bad, both moſtand leaſt, 
And poures his poyſnous gall forth,to infeſt 
The nobleſt wights with notable defame : 
Ne euer Knight, that bores lofty creaſt, 
Ne euer L1dy of ſo honeit name, 
But he them ſpotted with reproche, or ſecret ſhame. 
I 
In vaine therefore jt were, with medicine 
To goc about to ſalue ſuch kind of ſore, 
That rather nee:s wile read and diſcipline, 
Then outwardſalues, that may augment it more. 
Aye me! ſaidthen S$erena, ſighing lore, 
What hope of helpe doth then for vs remaine, 
If thatno ſalues may vs to health reſtore ? 
Bur, fith we need good counſell, ſaid the ſwaine, 
Arcad good fire, ſome counlell, that may vs ſultaine. 


14 
The beſt, ſaid he, that I can you aduiſe, 
I5to avoidethe occaſion of the1ll : 
For, when the cauſe whence euill doth ariſe, 
Remoued is, th'cffe& ſurcealeth ſtill 
Abſtaine from pleaſure, and reſtraine your will, 
Subdue deſire, and bridle looſedelight, 
Vle ſcanted diet, and forbeare you hill, 
Shun ſecrecic, and talkein open fight: 
So ſhall you ſoonerepaire your preſent cuill plight. 


I 
Thus having ſaid, his fickly Paajends 
Did ladly harkento his grau« beheaſt, 
Ss A well > wen commaundements, 
tin ſhort ſpace their ; 
And ckethe bicing of Tun ©. eur | 
Was throughly heal'd. Tho, when they did 
Their wounds recur'd, and reincreaſt, . 
Of that good Hermite both they taoke their leaue, 
And went both on their way,ne cach wouldotherleaue: 
16 
Bureach the other yvow'd t'accompany : 
The Lady, for thatſhe was much indred, 
Now leftalone in extremity z 
The Squire, for that he courteous was indeed, 
Would not her leaucalone in her great need. 
So both rogether traueld, till they mer 
With afaire Maiden clad in mourning weed, 
Vpon a mangy lade ynmeetely ſet, 
And a lewd foole her leading thorough dry and wet. 


17 
But by what meanes thar ſhame to her befell, 
And how thereof herſelfe ſhe 41d acquite, 
I muſt awhile forbeare to you totel| ; 
Till that, as comes by courle, Idoe recite 
What fortune to the Briton Prince did light, 
Purſuing that proud Kmght, the which whilcare, 
Wroughtto Sir Calidoreto fouledeſpight; 
And eke his Lady, though ſhe ſickly were, 
So lewdly had abus'd, as ye did latcly heare. 
18 


The Prince, accordibg to the former token, 
Which faire Serene to him dehuered had, — 
Purſu'd him ſtraight, in mind to been ywroken 
Of all the vile demeane; and vſage bad, 
With which be had thoſe two ſo 1ll beſtad : 
Ne wight with lum on that adventurewent, 
Bur that wilde man; whom though he oft forbad, 
Yer tor no bidding, nortor beciog ſhent, 

Would he reſtrainedhe from his attendement. 


19 
_—_— there, as did by chaunce befall, 
He found the gate wide ope, and 1n he rode, 
Ne ſaid, till that he cameinto the hall : 
Whereſoft dilmounting like a weary lode, 
Vpon _—_— with feeble feere he trode, 
As he vnable were for very need 
To moue one foot, but there rhuſt make abodez 
The whules the faluageman did take his ſteed, 
And in ſome ſtable neere did {et him vp to feed. 
20 
Erelong, to him aho pon there came, 
That in rude wiſe him asked what he was; 
T hat durit ſo boldly, without let or ſhame, 
Into his Lords forbidden hall to palle. 
To whom, the Prince (him faining toembaſle) 
Mild anſwer made ; he was an errant Knight, 
The which was fall'n into this feeblecaſe, ' 
Through many wounds, which lately hein fight; | 
Recciucd had, and praydtopitty hisailplight, 


Bur 


LINMI 


And with his teeth and nailes, in preſentview 
Him rudely rent, andall to peeces tore : 
So,miſerably him all helplefle lew, 

Thatwith the noiſe, whal ſt he did loudly rore, 
Thepcople of the houſe roſe forth in great vp-rore. 


2 
Who, when on ground they bo their fellow flaine, 
And tharſame Knight and Saluage ſtanding by, 
Vpon them two they fell with might and maine, 
And on them laid ſo huge and borribly, 
As if they would hauc flaine them preſently. 
But the bold Prince defended him fo well, 
And their aſſault withſtood ſo nughtily, 
That maugre all their might, he did repell 
And beat them back, whil'ſt many vaderneath him fell. 


2 
Yethe them ſtill ſo ſharply tid purſew, 

That few of them he left aliue, which fled, 

Thoſe euill tidings to their Lord to ſhew. 

Who, hearing how his people badly ſped, 

Carne forthin haſte : where, when-as with the dead 

He ſaw the ground all ſtrow'd,and that ſame Knight 

And $aluage with theirbloud freſh ſteeming red, 

He woxe mgh mad with wrath and fell -s xy 
And with reprochefull words him thus beſpake on hight; 


2 

Art thou he, traytor, that with treaſonvile 
Haſt ſlaine my men in this vamanly manner, 
And now trjumpheſt in the pittious ſpoile 
Of theſe poorefolke, whole ſoules with black diſhonor 
And foule defame doe decke thy bloudy banner? 
The niced whereof ſhall ſhortly be thy ſhame, 
And wretched end, which ſtill attendeth on her. 
With that, him ſclfe to bartell he did frame ; 

So did his forty.ycomen, which there with ham came. 

; 6 


2 
With dreadfu!l force oy all did him aſlaile, 
And round about with bo us ſtrokes oppredle, 
That on his ſhield did apc ber to haile 
In a great tempeſt; thatin ſuch diſtreſle, 
He wiſt not to which fide him to addrefle. 
And cuermore that crauen coward Knight, 
Was at his back with hantlefſe heedindfle, 
Waiting if he vetwares him murthermight: 
For, cowardize doth till in villany delight. 
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But he, the more outrageous and bold, VVhercof when-as the Prince was well aware, 
Sternely did bid him quickly thence avaunt, He to him turnd with furious intent, 
Or deare aby; for why, his Lord of old And him againſt his powre gan to prepare; 
Did hate all errant Knights which there did haunt, Like a fierce Bull, that beeing bufic bent 
Ne lodging would to any of them graunt: To fight with many foes about him ment, 
And therefore lighel bade him packe away, Feeling ſome curre behind his heeles to bite, 
Not ſparing him with bitter wordsto taunt ; Turnes him about with fell auengement: 
And there-withall, rude hand on him did lay, So likewiſe rurnd the Prince _ the Knight, 
To thruſt him qut of doore, doing his worſt aflay. And layd athimamaine _ is willand might. 
22 2 
Which, when the Saluage comming now in place Who,when he once his dreadfull ſtrokes had taſted, 
Bcheld, cftſoones be all enraged grew; Durſt not the furie of his force abide, 
And running ſtraight ypon that villaine baſe, But turn'd aback, and to retire him haſted 
Like a fell Lion at him fiercely flew, Through the thick preace, therethinking him to hide. 


Bur when the Prince had once himplainely cyde, 

Hefootby foot him followed alway, 

Ne would him ſuffer once to ſhrinke aſide; 

But zoyning cloſe, huge load at him did lay: 
Who flying ſtill 41d ward,and warding fly away. 


2 
But, when his foc he ſtillſo £2200 ſaw, 
Vato his becles himſelfe he did betake, 
Hoping ynto ſome refuge to with-draw : 
Ne would the Prince him euer foor farſake, 
Where-ſo he went,bur after him did make. 
He fled from roome to roome, from place to place, 
Whil't every ioyntfor dread of death did quake, 
Still looking after him thatdid him chaſe ; 
That made him cucrmore increaſc his ſpeedy paſe. 


0 
Atlaſt, he vp into the duke came, 


Where-as his Loue was fitting all alone, 
Wayting what tydings of her folke became. 
There d1d the Prince him over-take anone, 
Crying in vaine to her, him to bemone ; 
And with his ſword him on the head did fmite, 
That to the ground hefell in ſenlelefle ſwone : 
Yetwhether thwartor flatly it did lite, 

The tempredſteele did not jnto his braine-panbite. 


1 
Which when the Lady an, with aftright 
She ſtarting vp, began to ſhrieke aloud; 
And with her covering him from fight, 
Secm'd vnder her proteCtion him to ſhroud ; 
And falling lowely at his feet, her bow'd 
Vpon her knee, intreating him for grace, 
And often him beſought, andpray'd, and yow'd 3 
Thar with the ruth of her ſo wretthed caſe, 
He ſtaid his-ſecond ſtroake, and did his hand abaſe. 


2 
Her weed ſhethen with-drawing, did him diſcover: 
Who6nowcame to himſelfe, yer would notriſe, 
But ſtill did lie as dead, and quake and quiuer, 
That cuen the Prince his bafeneſſe Aid def i 
And cke his Dame him ſeting infuch guile, ' 
Gan him recomfort, and from ground to reare. 


Who ning vp atlaſtin ehaftly wiſe, 
Like troubled ghoſt didd ——_——— 
As onethar had no bfe him leftthrough former feare. 
FE. 2. Whom 
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Whomwhen the Princeſo Jeadly ſaw diſmaid, 
He for ſuch baſeneſle ſhamefully him ſheor, 
And with ſharp words did bitterly vpbraid; 
Vile coward dog, now doe I much repent, 
That cuer1 chiclife vnto thee lent, 
Whereof thou caitiue ſo ynworthy art; 
That boththy Loue, for lack of hardiment, 


And cke thy {elfe, for want of manly hart, (part. 


P 
And cke all Knights haſt ſhamed with this knightleſte 


4 
Yetfurther haſt thou heaped ſhame to ſhame, 
And crime to crime, by this thy coward feare. 
For, firſt it was to theereprochefull blame, 
Toerc& this wicked cuſtome, which I heare, 
' Gainſterrant Koights and Ladies thou dooſtreare; 


Whom when thou maiſt, thou dooſt of armes deſpoile, 


Orof their ypper garment which they weare : 
Yetdooſt thou not with manhood, butwith guile, 
Maintaine this cuill vſe,thy focs thereby to foile. 


5 

And , in approuance oth wron 

ou ſuch faintnefle :nd foule AT. 

Is greateſt ſhame: for oft it falles, that ſtrong 

And valiant knights doeraſhly enterprize, 

Either for fame, or elſe for exercize, 2 

A wrongfull quarrell to manntaine b t3 

Yet haue, through proweſle & Sale hore emprize, 

Gorten great worſhip in this worldes fight. (right. 
For, greater force there needs to maintaine wrong then 


6 
Yer fiththis life vnto this Lady faire 
I giuen haue, liucin reproche and ſcorne; 
> an armes, ne cuer knighthood dare 
Henceto profelle: for, ſhame is to adorne 
With ſo brauc badges oneſo baſely borne; 
But onely breathe, ſith that I did forgiue. 
So, hauing from his crauen body torne 
Thoſe goodly armes, he them away did pine, 
And onely ſuffred him this wretched life to liue. 


7 
There, whil'ſt he thus was (criling things abou, 
Arweene that Lady mildeand recreant Knight, 
To whom his life he grantedfor her Loue, 
He ganbethinke him in what perillous plight 
He Fad behind him left that ſaluage wight, 
Amongſt ſo many foes; whom ſure he thought 
By this Cm WW 6 ts 
Therefore, deſcending backe in haſte, heſought 
If yet he were aliue, or to deſtrution brought. 


8 

There he him found atoued about 

With ſlaughtred bodies, which his hand had flaine; 

And laying yet afreſh with courage ftout 

Vpoa thereſt that did aliue remaine; 

Whom he likewiſe right ſorely did conſtraine, 

Like ſcattred ſheepe,to ſeckefor ſafety, 

After he gotten had with bufie paine 

Some of their n$,which thereby did lie, 
With which he layd abour, and made them faſt to flie, 


39 
Whom when the Prince ſo telly ſaw to rage, 
Approching to him neere, his hand he (taid, 
And ſought, by makiog ſignes, him to aflwagez 
Who,them Aryan F vor 5 to him obaid, 
As to his Lord, pad downe his weapons laid, 
As if he long had to his heaſts been trained. 
Thence he him brought away,and vp conuaid 
Into the chamber, whcre that Dame remained 
With her vaworthy knight, who ill him cntertained. 


40 
Whom, when the Saluageſaw from danger free, 
Sitting beſide his Lady there atcaſe, 
He wellremembred, thatthe ſame was hee, 
Which lately ſought his Lordforto diſpleaſe: 
Tho, all inrage, he on him ſtraightdid ſcaze, 
As if he would in peeces him hauerent ; 
And werenot that the Prince did him appeaze, 
He had notleft one limbe of him ynrent : 
But ſtraight he held his hand,at his commaundement. 


41 
Thus, hauing all things well in peace ordained, 
The Prince himſelte there all that night did reſt; 
Where him Blandina faircly entertained, 
With allthe courteous glee and goodly feaſt, 
The which for him ſhe could imagine beſt. 
For, well ſhe knew the waiesto win good will 
Of cuery wight, that were not too inteſt ; 
And howto pleaſethe minds of good and ill, (kill. 
Trough tempering of her words & lookes by wondrous 


Yet were her words and lookes butfalſe and fained, 
To ſome hid end to make more cafie way, 
Or to allure ſuch fondlings, whom ſhe trained 
Into her trap vnto their owne decay : 
There=to when needed, ſhe could weepe and pray, 
And when her liſted, ſhe could fawne and flatter ; 
Now ſmiling ſmoothly, like to ſommers day, 
Now gloomng (adly, fo toclokeher matter; 
Yet were ber words butwind, & all her teares but water. 


4 
Whether ſuch grace were RM her by kind, 
As women wonttheir guilefull wits to guide; 
Or learn'd the art to pleaſe, I doe not find. 
This wellI wote, that ſhe ſo well applide 
Her pleafing tongue, thatſoone ſhe pacifide 
The wr, Prince, & wrought her husbands peace: 
Who nathelefſe,not therewith (atisfide, 
His rancorous deſpight did notreleaſe, 
Ne ſecretly from thought of fell reuenge urcealle. 


44 
For, all thatnight, thewhiles the Prince did reſt 
In careleſſe couch, not weeting what was ment, 
He watchtin cloſe await with weapons preſt, 
Willing to worke hisvillainous intent 
On him thathad ſo ſhamefully him ſhent : 
Yerdurſt he notfor very cowardize 
Effect the ſame, whil'R all the nightwas ſpent. 
The morrow ne; thoPrincedid carly riſe, 
And paſſed forth, to follow his firſt enterprize. 
Canto 
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Canto VII. 
Ti mw is baffuld, his two knights 


ve gaine their treaſons meed, 
Faire Mirabellaes puniſhment 
for lones diſdaine decreed. 
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I 
Ike as a gentle hart it ſelfe bewruies, 
If In dooing geatle deeds with franke delight: 
"| Eucn ſo the baſer mind itſelfe diſplayes, 
£1! In cancred malice and reuengefull (pight. 
: $ For, to maligne, t'envie, t'vic ſhifting light, 
Be arguments of a vile dunghill-mind ; 
Which what it dare notdoeby open might, 
To worke by wicked treaſon wayes doth find, 
By ſuch diſcoutteous deeds diſcoucring his baſe kind. 


2 

That well appeares in this diſcourteous knight, 
The coward Twrpine, whereof now Itreat; 
Who notwithſtanding thatin former fight 
He of the Prince his life receiued late, 
Yetin his mind malicious and ingrate 
Hegandeuize, to be aveng'd ancw 
For all that ſhame, which kindled inward hate. 
Therefore, ſo ſoone as he was out of view, 


Himſclfein haſte he arm'd, and did him faſt purſew. 


Well did hetrat his ſteps L) he did ride, 

Yet would not neecre approchein dangers eye, 

But kept aloofe, for dread to be deſcride, 

Vntill fit time andplace he mote efpy, 

Where he mote worke him ſcathe and villeny. 

Atlaſt, he met two knights,to him vnknowne, 

The which were armed bothagreeably, 

And both combin'd, what-cuer chaunce were blowne, 
Betwixt them to divide, and cach to make his owne. 


4 

To whom falſe Twrpine comming courteouſly, 

To clokethe miichiefe which he inly ment, 

Gan to complaine of y_ diſcourtche, 

Which a ſtrange knight, that neere afore him went, 

Had doen to him, and his decre Lady ſhenr : 

Which, if they would afford him ayd at need, 

For to aucnge in time conuenient, 

They ſhould accompliſh both a knightly deed, 
And for their paines obtaine of hima goodly meed. 


LNMAL 


5 
The knights belecu'd, that all he ſaid, was trew ; 
And beeang freſh, and full of youthly fpright, 
Were glad to heare of that adventure new, 
In which they mote make tryall of their might, 
Which ncuer yet they had approv'd in fight: 
And cke dcfirous of the offred meed, 
Said then the one of them; Where is that wight, 
The which hath doen to thee this wrongfull deed, 
That we may it avenge, and puniſh him with ſpeed ? 
6 


Hee rides, ſaid Twrpine, there not farre afore, 
With a wilde man foft footing by his fide, 
That if yeliſt to haſte alittle more, 
Ye may him over-takeintimely tide: 
Eftſoones they pricked forth with forward pride; 
And erethatlittle while they ridden had, 
The gentle Prince not farre away they fpide, 
Ridiog a foftly paſe with portance ſad, 
Deuizing of his Loue, mote then of danger drad. 


7 

Then one of them aloud vnto him cride, 
Bidding him turneagaine, falſe traytor knight, 
Foule woman- er; for,he him defide. 
V Vith that, they both attoncewith equall ſpight | 
Did bend their (peares, and both with equall might 
Agunſt him ranne; burth'one did mifle his marke : 
And becing carried with his force forth-right, 
Glaunſt —_— like to that heauenly ſparke, 


Which glyding through the aire, hghts all the heauens 
8 (darke. 
But th'other, ayming better, did him ſmite 
Full in the ſhield, with ſo impetuous powre, 


Thar all his launce in peeces fluvered quite, 

And (ſcattered all abour) fel] on the flowre. 

But the ſtout Prince, with rnuch more ſteddy ſtowre 

Full on his beuer did him ftrike lo fore, 

That the cold ſteele, through-pearcing, did deuoure 

His vitall breath, andtothe groundhim bore, 
Where ftill he bathed lay inhis owne bloody gore. 


FE. 3. As 
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I5 
As when acaſtof ts their flight Perdy, ſaid he, in euillhoure ut fell, 
At an Herneſhaw, thatlyes aloft on wing, That cuer I for meed did vndertake 
The whiles they ſtrikeat him with heedlefſe might, So harda taske, as lifefor hire toſell 
The waric fowle his bill doth backward wriog ; The which I carſt adventur'd for your ſake. 
On which the firſt, whole force her firſt doth Veins, Wirneflethe wounds, and this wide bloudy lake, 
Her ſelfe quite through the body doth cngore, Which ye may ſee yetall about me ſteeme. 
And falleth down to ground like ſenſelefle thing 3 Therefore now yield, as ye didpromiſe make, 


But th'other, not ſo (wiſt as ſhe before, My ducreward; the which right well [ deeme 
Failes of her ſoule, and paſſing by, doth burt no more. I earned haue, thatlife ſo d did redeeme. 


10 16 
By this, the other which was paſſed by, But where then is,quoth hee, halfe wrathfully, 
Himfelferecoucring, was teturn'd to fight; Whereis the bootie which therefore I bought; 
' Where, when he law his fellow lifelefſe ly, That curſed caitiue, my ſtrong enemy, 
He much was daunted with fo diſmall fight; That recreant knight, whoſe hatedlife I ſought ? 
Yet nought abativg of his former ſpight, And where is cke your friend, which halfeir ought ? 
Let drive at him with ſo malicious mand, He lies, ſaid he, vpon the cold bare ground, 
As if he would haue paſſed through him quight ; Slaine of that errant knight, with whom he fought ; 
But the ſteele-head no ſtedfaſt hold could find, Whom afterwards, my ſelfe with many a wo 
But glauncing by, deceiu'd him of that be delyn'd. Didſley againe, as ye may ſee there in the ſtound. 
I 17 
Notſo the Prince: for,his well learned ſpeare Thereof falſe Turpine was full glad and faine;, 
Tooke ſurer hold, and from his horles backe And needs with him ſtraightto theplace would ride, 
Aboue a launces length him forth did beare, Where he himſelfe might ſee his foe-man Qlaine3 
And gainſtthe cold hard earth ſq ſore him ſtrake, For, elſe his feare could not be ſarisfide. 
That all his bones in peeces nigh he brake. So, as they rode, he {aw the way all ide 
Where ſecing him ſo lic, he left his ſteed, With ſtreames of bloud; which tracking by the traile, 
And to himlea ing, vengeance thought to take Erclong they came, where-as in cuill ole, 
Ofhim, for all his former follies meed, That other ſwaine, like aſhes deadly pale, 


With flaming ſword in hand his terror more to breed. Lay inthe lap of death, rewing his wretched bale. 
18 


Iz 
The fearefull ſwaine, bebelding death ſonic, Much did the Crauen ſeeme to mone his caſe, 
Cride out aloud for mercy hum to ſauc; That for his Gake his deare life had forgonez 
In lieu whereof, he —_ to him deſcry And,him bewailing with affeQtion baſe, 
Great treaſon to him meant, his life to reaue. Did counterfeit kind pitty, where was none: 
The Prince ſoone harkned, and his life forgaue. For, where's no courage, there's no ruth nor mane. 


Thence paſſing forth, not farre away he found, 


Then thus, ſaid he; There is aſtranger knight, 
Where-as the Prince himſelfe lay all alone, 


The which for promiſe of great meed, vs drauc 


To this attempt, to wreake his hid deſpight, Looſely diſplayd vpon the grafſie ground, 
For that himſelfe thercto did want ſufficient might. Poſleſled of flweer leepe, that luld him ſoftin ſwound, r 
I I 
The Prince much muſed at {ch villenie, Wearie of trauell in his "We. fight, V 
And faid; Now ſure ye well hauc carn'd your mecd : He there in ſhade hinaſelfe had layd to reſt, 
For, th'one is dead, and th'other ſoone ſhall die, Hauing his armes and warlike things vndight, 
Valeſle to me thou hither bring with ſpeed Fearcleſle of foes that mote his peace moleſt 3 


The whiles, his ſaluage Page, thatwontbe preſt, 


The wretch, that hir'd you to this wicked deed. 
Was wandred inthe wood another way, 


He glad of life, and ——_— to wreake 


The guilt on him, which did this miuſchiefe breed, To doe ſome thing that ſeemed to him beſt, 
Swore by his ſword, that ncither day nor weeke The whiles his Lord in filuer lumber lay, 
He would ſurceaſe, but him,where-ſo be werezwould ſeeke. Like to the Eucniog ſtarre, adorn'd with deawy ray. Br 
I4 20 * 
So, vp he roſe, and forth ſtraight way he went Whom when-as Twrpine ſaw ſo looſelylaid, By 
Backeto the place where Turpine late helore; He weened well that he indeed was dead, 
There he him found in greataſtoniſhment, Like as that other knight to him had {aid : | 
But when he nigh approch't, he more aread | 


Toſec him ſo bedight with bloodie gore, 


And grieſly wounds thathim appalled (ore. Plaine ſignes in him of life and liuclihead. 
Yet thus atlengrh he ſaid ; How now, Sir knight? Where-at much grieu'd _ that ſtranger knight, 
t meancth this which here I ſee before? That him too light of credence did miſlead; 
ow fortuneththis foule vncomely plight, He would haue back retyred from that ſight, 
So different from that, which carſt yelcem'din fight? That was to him on earth the deadlieſt deſpight. 
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21 

Bur that ſame knight would not once lethim ſtart, 
But plainely gan to him declare the caſe 
Ot I his miſchiefc, and late lucklefleſmart ; 

How both he and his fellow there in place 

Were vanquiſhed, and put to foule diſgrace, 

And how that he in licu of life bim lent, 

Had vow'd ynto the Victor, him to trace 

And follow through the world, where-ſo he went, 
Till that he him delivered to his puruſhmenr. 


22 
He, there-with much abaſhcd and affraid, 

Began to tremble euery limbe and vaine ; 
And ſoftly whipering him, cnvely praid, 
T'advize him better, then by ſuch a traine 
Him to betray vnto a ſtranger ſwaine: 
Yetrather counſeld him contrariwiſe, 
Sith he likewiſe did wrong by him ſuſtaine, 
To ioyne with him and vengeance to deuiſe, 


Whil'ſt time did offer meanes hum fleeping to ſurprize. 


2 
Nath'lefle, for all his ſpeech, . gentle knight 

Would not be tempted to ſuch villeny, 
Regarding more has faith, which he did plight; 
All wereit to his mortall enemy, 
Then to entrap, him by falſe treacherie: 
Great ſhame 1n Lieges blood to be embrew'd. 
Thus, whilſt they were debating diuerſly, 
The Saluage forth out of the wood 1fſew'd 


Backe to the place, where-as his Lord befleeping view'd. 
24 
There, when he ſaw thoſe two ſo neere him ſtand, 


He doubted much what mote their meaning bee: 

And throwing downe his load out of his hand 

(To weet, great ſtore of forreſt fruite, which hee 

Had for his food late gathered from the tree) 

Himſelfe vato his weapon he betooke, 

That was an oaken plant, which lately hee 

Rent by the root; which he ſo ſternely ſhooke, 
That like an hazell wand, itquiuered and quooke. 


25 | 
Where-at, the Prince awaking, when he ſpide 
The traytor Twepine with that other knight, 
He ſtarted vp; and [natching neere his fide 
His = ſword, the ſeruaunt of his might, 
Like a fell Lion leaped to himlight, 
And his left hand vpon his collar _ 
There-with, the coward deaded with affright, 
Fell flatto ground, ne word vnto him ſaid, 
But holdiog vp his hands, with ſilence mercy praid. 
26 


But he ſo full of indignation was, 
That to his prayer nought he would ineline, 
Bur as he lay vpon the humbled graſs, 
His foot he ſet on his vile necke, 1n figne 
Ofſeruile yoke, that nobler barts repine. 
Then, letting him arile like abieCt thrall, 
He gan to him obiect his hainous crime, 
And to reuile, and rate, andrecreant call, 


Andlaſtly, to deſpoile of knightly bannezall. 


27 
And after all, for greater infamy, 
He bythe heck him hung vpon a tree, 
And baftuld fo, that all which paſſed by, 
The piQture of his puniſhment mighe ſee, 
And by the like enſample warned bee, 
How euer they through treaſon doe treſpaſle. 
But turne we now tothat Lady free, 
Whom late we leftriding vypon an Aﬀe, 
Led by a Carle and foole, which by her fidedid paſſe. 
8 


2 
She was a Lady of great dignity, 
And lifted vp to honourable place, 
Famous through all the lod, of Bacrie, . 
Though of meanep: and kindred baſe, 
Yet derkt with wondrous gifts of Natures gracey 
Thar all men did her perſon much admire, 
And _ the feature ofher goodly face, 
The beames whereof did kindle louely fire 
In th'harts of many a knight, and many 2 grnitle Squire. 
2 


But ſhee thereof grew and inſolent, 
That none ſhe worthy thoughtto be herfere, 
But _ them all that loue vato her ment: 
Yet was ſhe lov'd of many a worthy pere; 
Vnworthy ſheto be belos'd {o md os 
Thatcould not weigh of worthinefle aright. 
For, beautie is more glorious, bright apd clere, 
The more 1t is admir'd of inany a wight, 


And nobleſt ſhe, thatſerued is ot nobleſt knighr. 


O 

But this coy Damzell thought contrariwiſe, 

That ſuch proud looks would make her praiſed more; 

And that the more ſhe did all loue deſpite, 

The more would wretched Louers her adore. 

What cared ſhe, who ſighed for her ſore, 

Or who did waile,or watch the weary night? 

Let them, that liſt, their lucklefle lordeplore; 

Shee was borne free, not bound to any wight, 
And ſo would eucr hue, and loue her ownedelight. 


I 
Through ſuch her Radborne ſtifneſſe, and hard hart, 
Many a wretch, for want of remedy, 
Did langwſh long in hife-conſuming ſmart, 
And atthe laſt, through drezry dolour die: 


Whilſtſhee (the of her libertie) 
Did boaſt her beaury had ſuch ſoueraine might, 
Thar with the onely twinkle of her eye, 


She could or ſauce, or (pill, whom ſhe would highe. 
What could the Gods doe more,butdoeit more aright > 


2 
Burt loe, the Gods, that ml follies view, 
Did worthily reuenge this maydens pride; 
And,noughtregarding her ſo goodly hew, 
Did laugh at her, that many did deride, 
Whil'ſt ſhe did weepe, of no man mercifide, 
For, on a day, when Cupid kept his Court, 
As heis wont at each Saint Valentide, 
Vnto the which all Lovers doereſort, = 
—_ loues luccelle they there may make report; 6 
> ts 
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It fortun'd then, that a rolles wereread, 
In wich the names of all Louesfolke were filed, 
That many there were miſling, which were dead, 
Or kept in bands, or from ther Loues exiled, 
Or by ſome other violence deſpoiled. 
Which when as Cupid heard, he wexed wroth, 
And doubting to be wronged, or beguiled, 
He bade his eyes to be vnblindfold both, 

That he might ſee his men, and muſter them by oth. 


4 

Then found he many mille of hiscrew, 
Which wont do ſuitand ſcruice to his might; 
Of whom what was becomen, no man knew. 
Therefarea Iuric was impaneld ſtreight, 
T*enquire of them, whether by force or ſleight, 
Or their owne guilt, they were away conuaid. 
To whom foulc 1nfamie and fell Deſpight 
Gaue euidence, thatthey were all berraud, 

And murdred cruelly by a rebellious Maid. 


5 
Faire Mirabellawas her ——_ whereby 
Of all thoſe crimes ſhe there indited was : 
All which when Cupid heard, he by and by 
In great diſpleaſure, will'd a Capies 
Should iflue forth, rattach that ſcornefull Laſſe. 
The Warrant ſtraight was made, and ther-withall 
A Bailicffe ctrantforth in poſt did palle, 
Whom they by nametheir Portamoredid call; 
He which Joth ſummon Louersto Louecs iudgement hall. 


6 
The Damzell was atack', and ſhortly brought 
Vnto the Barre, where-as ſhe was arrained : 
Bur ſhe there-to nould plead, nor anlwere ought 
Euen for ſtubborne pride, which her reſtrained. 
So iudgementpaſt, as is by law ordained 
In caſes like; which when at laſt ſhe ſaw, 
Her ſtubborne hart, which loue before diſdained, 
Gan ſtoupe, and falling downe with humble awe, 
Cryde mercy, to abate the extremity of law. 


7 
The ſonne of Yenus, who Ornilde by kind 
Burt where hc is prouok't with pecuiſhneſlc, 
Vnto her prayerspittioullyenclin'd, 
And did ther1gour of his doomerepreſle; 
Yetnotlſo freely, but that nathelefle 
He vnto her a penance did impoſe : 
Which was, that through this worlds wide wildernes 
She wander ſhould in company of thoſe, 
T1ll ſhee had {au'd ſo many Loues as ſhe did loſe, 
8 


Sonow ſhe had been ankles two whole yeares 
Throughoutthe world, in this vncomely calc, 
Waſting her goodly hew 1in heauie teares, 
And her good dayes in dolorous diſgrace: 
Yet had ſhenot, 1n all theſe two yeeres ſpace, 
Saued but rwo ; yet in two yeecres before, 
Through her deſpiteous pride,whil'ſt loue lackt place, 
She had deſtroied two and twenty more. 
Ayeme ! how could her louc make halfe amends therfore. 


And now ſhe was ypon the wands way, 
When as the gentle Squire, with faire Serene, 
Met her in ſuch mifleeming foule array ; 
The whiles, that mighry man did her demeane 
With all the cuill tearmes and crue!l meane 
That he could make; And cekethatangry foole, 
Which follow'd her, with curſed hands vncleane 
Whipping her horſe, did with his ſmarting toole 

Oft whup her dainty (elfe, and much augment her doole. 


40 


' Ne ought it mote avyaile her to entreat 


The one or th'other,bctter herrto vie: 

For, both ſo wilfull were and obſtinate, 

That all her pitrious plaiot they did refuſe, 

And rather did the morc her beat and bruſe. 

But moſt, the former villaine, which did lead 

Her tyreling iade, was bent herto abuſe; 

Who though ſhe were with wearinefle nigh dead, 
Yet would notlether lite, nor reſt alittle ſtead. 


41 

For, he was ſterne, and terrible by nature, 
And ceke of perſon huge and hideous, 
Exceeding much the meaſure of mans ſtature, 
And rather like a Giant monſtruous. 
For ſooth he was delcended of the houſe 
Of thoſe old Giants, which did warres darraine 
Againſtthe heauen in order battailous, 
And fb to great Orgolio,which wasſlaine 

By Arthur, when as Ynasknight he did maintaine. 


43 
His lookes were dreadfull, and his fiery eyes 
(Like two great Beacons) glared bright and wide, 
Glauncing askew, as it his enemies 
He [corned in his overweeniog pride ; 
And ſtalking ſtately, like a Crane, did ſtride 
Art euery {tcp vpon the tip-toes hie : 
And all the way he went, on cuery fide 
He gaz'd about, and ſtared homibly, 
As if he with his lookes would all menrerrifie. 


4 
He wore no armour, ne for . £- did care, 
As no whit dreading any living wight; 
Butin a Iacketquilted richly rare, 
Vpon checklaton, he was ſtrangely dight, 
And on his headaroll of linnen plight, 
Like tothe Moores of Malaber ke wore; 
With which, his locks,as black as pitchy night, 
Were bound abour, and voyded from before, 
Andin his hand a mighty ironclub he bore. 


44 

This was Diſdaine, who led that Ladies horſe 
Through thick &thin, through mountaines & through 
ao, ſhe would not by force (Plaines, 
Haling her _ by the hempen reines. 
But that ſame foole, which moſt increaſt her paines, 
Was Scorne, who hawing in his hand awhip, 
Her there-with yirks, and ſtill when ſhe complaines, 
The more he laughes, and does her cloſelyquip, 

To ſee her ſore lament, and bite her tender hp. 

Whoſe 
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Whoſe cruell handling when that Squire beheld, 

And ſaw thoſe villaines her fo vilely vie, 

His gentle hart with indignation ſweld, 

And could no lenger beareſo tabuſe, 

As ſuch a Lady fs to beate and bruſe; 

Bur,to him ſtepping, ſuch a ſtroke him lent, 

That forc'thim th' Per from his hand to looſe, 

And mayger all his might, backe to relent : 
Elſe had he ſorely there hoone Qlaine, or foully ſhear. 


46 
The villaine,wroth far greeting him fo ſore, 
Gathered himſelfe Cake toad againe; 
And with his iron batton which he bore, 
Let driue at him fo dreadfully amaine, 
Lge for his ſafery he did him conſtraine 
ive him ground, and ſhiftto euery ſide, 
er then once his burden to (uſtaine : 
os bootlefle thing him ſeemed to abide 


Nepowre had to wi 


Nath'leſſe, ſo ſharply ſtill 'S. him purſcw'd, 


That at advantage him atlaſthe tooke, 

When his foot ſlipt (that ſlip he dearelyrew'd) 
And with his iron club to ground him ſtrooke ; 
Where ſtill he lay, ne out of [youne awooke, 
Till heauy hand the Carle hbimlayd, 

And bound him faft : : Tho, when he vp did looke, 
And ſaw himſelfe © cope tiu'd, he was diſmaid, 


\iekope of jg 


Then vp he made him riſe, kL forward fare, 


Ledina op both his hands did bind; 


Ne ought that foole for pitty did him ſpares 
But with his whip him followiog behind, 
Him often ſcourg'd, and forc't his feetto find : 


And other- while with bitter mocks and mowes 
He would him ſcorne, that to his gentle mind 
Was much more grieuous thenithe others blowes : 


Words ſharply wound, but Vo griefe of ſcorning 


So mighty blowes, or own the puiſſance of his pride. (gre Hark 


Like as a Maſtiffe, having * a {bay 
A faluage Bull, whoſe cruell hornes doe threat 
Deſperate danger, if he them afla oh 
Traceth his ground, and round about doth bear, 
To {py where he may ſome advan rage & ak 
The whiles the Heaſt doth rage and loudly rore : 
So did the Squire, the whiles The Carle did fret, 
And fume o_ diflainefull mind the more, 

And oftentimes by Turruagant and Mahound ſwore. 


op \ fa. —W , | 
Dd | % CEN SEVE."7; ED 213k; yo 48 >, 
—_ FEAS tt; A nes; $374.'s 


Canto V I11. 


Prince Arthar ouercomes Diſdaine, 
quites Mirabell from'heed : 

Serena,found of Saluages, 

' by Calepine « freed, 


The faire $ erena, when ſhe Gol him fall 
* Vuaderthatvillaines club, thenſurely thought. 
That fliine he was, of made a wretched thrall, 
And fled away with all the ſpeed ſhe mought, 
Toleeke for ſafery,which long time ſhe ught: 
And _ through many ovary, the way, 
Ere aine to Calepine was brought; 
The whichd diſcourſe as now I mult delay, 
Till irabellaes fortunes I doe further lay. 
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PA E gentle Ladies, in whole ſoueraine powre And as yeſoft and tender ole kind, 


SIZES Louc hath the glory of his kingdome left, Adorn'd with UCS STAGE, 
VA E) And th'harts wage a3 your —_ dawre, So be yeſoft bgos Jen mints © aw 
> In iron chaines, of liberty bereft, But cruelty and hardacfle from you 
J Delivercd hath into your hands by gift; Thatall your rs raiſes wall ac} gy 
D be well aware, how yethe ſame doe vic, And from you turns the loue of men,to hate. 
That pride doc notto tyranpy you lift; Enſampletakeof Mjr of wa 
Leaſt if men you of crucltie accule, Whofrom the bickd ng es ppy ſtate, 
He from you = that chiefedorme, which ye doc abuſe. Fellinto wretched ich ſhercpeated Late, 
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Who after thraldome of <2 gentle Squire, 
VVhich ſhe beheld with amen eycy 
Was touched with compaſſion entire, 
And muck lamented his calamity, 
Thatfor her ſake fell into milery ; 
Which booted nought for prayers,nor for threat, 
To hope for to releaſe or moallifie ; 
For, aye the more that ſhe did them intreat, 
The morethey him milus'd, and cruelly did bear. 


4 
So, as they forward on their way didpaſs, 
Him ſtill reuiling and affling ſore, 
They metPrince Arthur with Sir Enias 
(That was that courteous Knight, whom he before 
Hauing ſubdew'd, yet did to life reſtore) 
To whom as they approch'r, they gan augment 
Their cruelty, and him to puniſh more, 
Scourging and haling him morevehement; 
As if itthem ſhould gricueto ſec his puniſhment. 


5 

The Squire him ſelfe, when-as he ſaw his Lord, 
The witnefle of his wretchednefle, in place, 
Was much aſham'd,that with an hempen cord 
He like a dog, was led in capriue caſe; 
And did his head for baſhfulneſſe abaſe, 
Asloth to ſce, orto be ſeencat all : 
Shame would be hid. But when-as nia \* 
Beheld two ſuch, of two ſuch villaines thrall,” 


His manly mind was much emmoued there-withall, a 
6 


And to the Prince thus ſaid ; See you, Sir Knight, _ 
The | om ſhamerhateuer eye yetlaw?® * 
Yond Lady and her Squire with foule deſpight 
Abus'4,a9:inſt all reaſon andall law, 
Whthour regard ny or of awe. 
Scchow they doe thatSquirebear and reuile;  ' 
See how they doetheLady bale and draw. 
But if yepleaſe to lend meleave awhile, w 
I will them ſoone acquite, and both of blame affgile.._ . 


7 
The Prince aſſented: and then he ſtraight way 


Diſmounting light, his ſhicld about him threw, \. _ 


With which approching, thus he gan to ſay ; 
Abideyecaytiue treachetours votrew, 
Thathauewithtreaſon thralled yto you 


Theſe two, vnworthy of your wretched bands; © 


And now your crime with cruelty purſew. 
Abide, andfrom them lay yourtoarhly hands3 
Or elſe abide the death, that hard before you ſtands, 

8 


The villaine ſtaid not, anſwereto inyent, 
But with his iron club preparing way, 
His mindes {ad 'meſſage backe vnto him ſent; 
The which deſcended with ſuch drgadfull ſway, 
That ſeemed nought the courſe thereof could ſtay : 
No morethen lightning from the lofty sky. 
Neliſt the knightthe powre thereof aſſay, 
Whoſe doome was death; butlightly ipping by, 
Vawzres defrauded his intended eſto Y- 


Andto requitehim with th? like againe, 
With his ſharpe ſword he fiercely at him flew, 
And ſtrooke lo ſtrovgly, thatthe Carle with paine 
Saued himſelfe, but that he there him flew : 
Yetſay'd not ſo, but that the bloud it drew, 
And gaue his foe good bope of victory. 
Who ———_—_ t, vpon him ſetanew, 
And with the ſecond ſtroke, thought certainely 
To haucſupplide the firſt, and naidrhe viury. 
10 


But Fortune aunſwerd notynto his call; 
For, as his hand was heaucd vp on hight, 
Thevillaine met him in the middle tall, 
And with his club betbacke his brondiron bright 
So forcibly, that with his owne hands might 
"ns vpon himlſelfe againe, 
Hedriuen was to ground in ſelfe deſpight; 
From whence hes, recouery could gaine, 


He iri his necke had ſet his foote with fell dildaine. 


II 

With that, the foole, which did chat end await, 
Camerunning in; and whilſt on ground he lay, 
Laid heauy hands on him, and held (o ſtrait, 
Thatdowne he kept him with his ſcornefull ſway, 
So as he could nortwield himany way. 
The whiles, that other villaine went abour 
Him to haue bound, and thrald wichourdelay ; 
The whiles, the foole did him reaile and flour, 


Threatning to yoke them two, & tame their courage ſtout. 


I2 
As when a ſturdy Plough-man with his hinde 
By ftrength haue overthro\wne a ſtubborne ſteare, 
They downe him hold, and faſt with cords do binde 
Till they him force the buxotne yoke to beare: 
So did theſe two this Knight ofttug and eare, 
Which when the Prince: beheld, there ſtanding by, 
He left - lofty ſteed to a him _ 
And buckling ſoone himlelfe, gan fiercely 
Vpon that Carle ro ſauc his Friend! from icopardie. 
I 
The villaine, leauing bim __s his mate 
To de captiu'd, and handled as he liſt, 
Himſelfe addreſt vnto this new debate, 
And with his club him all about ſo bliſt, 
That he which way to turne him ſcarcely wiſt : 
Some-times aloft he layd, ſome-times alowe;-. 
Now here, now there, and oft him neerehe miſt ; 
$6 doubrfully, that hardly one could knowe 
Whether more wary wereto giue or ward the blowe. 


I 

But yetthe Prince ſo well Fra was 
With ſuch huge ſtrokes, approucd oft in fight, 
That way to them he gaue Farth-right to pals ; 
Ne would endurethe danger of their might, 
But wait advantage, when they downe did light. 
Ar laſt, the cayriucafter long diſcourſe, 
Whenall his ſtrokes he ſaw avoided quite, 
Reſoly'd in one Valfemble all his force, 

And make one cnd of WW Ay: ruthe or remorſe. 
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5 
His dreadfull hand he heaued yp aloft; 
And with his dreadfull inſtrument of ire, 
Thought ſurc hauc powned him to powder ſoft, 
Or deepe cmboweld in the earth entire: 
But Fortune did notwith his will conſpire. 
For, ere his ſtroke attained his intent, 
The noble child preventing his defire, 
Voder his club with wary boldnefſe went, 
And {mote hum on the knee, that neuer yet was bent. 
16 


It neuer yet was bent, nebent it now, 
Albethe ſtroke ſo ſtrong and puiſlantwere, 
Thaticem'd a marble itcould bow : 
Bur all that leg which did his beare, 
Ir crackt through-our, yet did no bloud appeare; 
So as it was vnable to lupport 
So huge a burden on luch broken geare, 
Bur fcl] to ground, hke to a lumpe of durt; 
Whence he fad to riſc; but could not for his hurt. 


_ 
Eftſoones the Prince to him tullnimbly ftept; 
And,leaſt he ſhould recouer foot againe, 
His head meantfrom his ſhoulders to haue ſwept. 
V Vhich when the Lady ſaw,ſhecride amaine ; 
Stay, ſtay, Sir Koaght, tor loue of God abſtaine, 
From that vawares yee weetleſle doe intend ; 
Slay notthar Carle, though worthy to be Qlaine : 
For, more on him doth To himlelfe depend ; 
My life will by his death have lamentable end. 


18 
He fwd his hand according her defire, 
Yet nathemore him ſuffred _ ariſe; 
Bur ſtill ſuppreiling, gan of ber 1nquire, 
What Ns ————_ no—— words comprite, 
That in thatvillaines health her ſafety lies : 
That, wereno might in man, nor hartin Knights, 
Which durſt her dreaded reskew enterprize, 
Yet heauens themſfelues, thatfauour feeble rights, 
Would for itlelfe redrefle, and puniſh ſuch deſpights. 


19 
Then, burſting forth in teates, which faſt 
Like many water ſtreames, awhile ſhe ſtaid 3 
Till the ſharp paſſhon beeing over-paſt, 
Her tongue to her reſtor'd, then thus ſhe ſaid; 
Nor heauens, nor men, can me moſt wretched maid 
Deliuer from the dgome of my delurt; 
The whuch the God of Louc hath oamelaid, 
And damned to endure this direfull (marr, 
For penatnce of my proud and hard rebellious hart. 


2 

In prime of youthly yeares, when firſt the flowre 

Of beauty gan to bud, and blootme delight, 

2s Nature mc 7 _ p—_ Coke. 

all her at 'd each hi r, 

I was wel —_ agentle Knight, 

And ſ{ude and ſought with all the ſeruicedew: 

Full many a anefor me groand and figh'r, 

And tothe doore of death tor forrow drew, 
Complaining out on me, that would not onthem rew. 
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21 
But letthem loue that liſt, or live or die; 
Me liſt not die for any Louers doole : 
Neliſt me leaue my loued libertie, 
To pay him that hiſt to play the foole: 
To loue my lelfe [learned had in ſchoole. 
Thus I triumphed long in Lovers paine, 
And ſitting careleſſe on theſcorners ſtoole, 
Did laugh atthole that did lament and plaine : 
Bur all is now repaid with intereſt againe. 


22 
For, loe, the winged God, that woundeth harts, 
c_ me be calledto _—_ therefore ; 
And forreuengement ole wrongfull ſmarts, 
VVhaichT to = did inflict afore, 
Addeem'd me to cndure this penaunceſore; 
That1n this wiſe, and this vnineer array, 
With theſe two lewd companions, and no more, 
Diſdaine and Scorne, [ through the world ſhould ſtray, 
Till i haye fau'd ſo many as Learſt did lay. 


2 
Certes, ſaid then the Prince, Mt God isiuſt, 

That taketh vengeance of his peoples ſpoile : 

For, were no law in loue, bur all that luſt 

Might them opprefle, and painefully turmoile 

His kingdome would continue but awhale. 

Burt tell me Lady, wherefore doe you beare 

This bottle thus before you with ſuchtoile, 

And cke this wallet at your backe arcare, 
Thatfor thele Carles to carry much morecomely were? 


24 
Heere, inthis bottle, ſaid the ſory Maid, 
I put the teares of my contrinion, 
Till ro the brim I haue ir full defraid : 
And n this bag which ! behivd medon, 
I put tance for things paſt and gon. 
Yet is the bottle lcake, and bag fo torne, 
That all which I por in, fals out anon ; 
 Andis behind metrodden downe of Scorne, 
Who mocketh all my paine, & laughs the more I mourne. 


25 
The Infant harkned wiſely to her tale, 
And wondred much at Cupids iudgement wile, 
That could ſo meckly makeproud harrs auale, 
And wreake himſelfe on them that himm deſpiſe. 
Thenluffred he Diſdaine vp toarile, 
Who was not able himſlfe to reere, 
By meanes his legthrongh his late luckleſſe priſe, 
Was cracktintwaine, but by his fooliſh feere 
Was holpen vp, who him I ſtanding neere. 


2 
But, beeing vp, hee look: againe aloft, 
Asif 7 had receiredfall ; £ 
And with ſterne eye-browes ſtared at him oft, 
As if hee would haye daunted him with-all : 
And, ſtanding _—_ up-toes to ſeeme tall, 
Downe on his golen feer he often gazed, 
As if ſuch pride the other could apall; 
Who was {o farfrom beeing ought amazed, * 
Thathe has lookes deſpiſed, and hus boaſt dupraiſed, | 
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27 
Then, turning backe vnto that captiuethrall, 
Who all this while ſtood there beſide them bound, 
Vawilling to be knowne, orſceneart all, 
Hee from thoſe bands weend him to haue vnwound. 
But when approching neare, he plainely found, 
It was his ownetrue groome;, the gentle Squire, 
He thereat wextexceediogly aſtound, 
And hit did oftembrace, and oft admire ; 
Ne could,with ſeeing, ſatisfic his great defire. 
28 


Meane-while, the Saluage man, when he beheld 
That huge greatfoole oppreſling th'other Knight, 
Whom with his weightvnwieldy downe he held, 
He flew vpon him, like a greedy Kight 
Vato ſome carrion offered to has fight: 
And downe him plucking, with his nailes and teeth 
Gan him to hale and teare, and (cratch,and bite ; 
And from him taking his owne whip, there-with 

So ſore him ſcourgeth, - 24 the bloud downe followeth. 


2 

And ſure, I weene, had not the Ladies cry 
Procur'd the Prince his cruell hand to ſtay, 
Hewould with whipping, him haue done to die: 
But beeing checkt, he did abſtaine ſtraight way, 
Andlet himriſe, Then thus the Prince gan ſay 
Now Lady, fith yourfortunes thus diſpoſe, 
Thatif ye liſt haueliberry, ye may, 
Vnto your ſelfe [freely leaue to choſe, 

Whether I ſhall you leaue, or from theſevillaines lofe. 


O 
Ah! nay, Sir _ faid thei may not be, 
But that I needs muſt by all meanes fulfill 
This penaunce, which enioynedis tome, 
Leaſt vnto me betide a greater ill ; 
Yet no lefle thanks to you for your good will. 
Sohumbly taking leaue, ſheturn'd afide ; 
But Arthur, with the reſt, went onward ſtill 
On his firſt queſt : in which did him betide 
A great adventure, which did him from them divide. 


I 

But firſt, itfalleth me by com to tell 
Offaire Serena: who as earſt you heard, 
When firſt the gentle Squire at variance fell 
With thoſe two Carles, fled faſt away, afeard 
Ofvillany to be to her inferd: 
So freſhthe _ of her former dread, 
Yet ——_ in her eye, to her _= , 

' Thateuery foot did tremble, which did tread, 

Andeuery body two, and two ſhe foure did read. 


2 
Through hils & dales, hrough buſhes, & through breres 
Long thus ſhe fled, till that at laſt ſhe thoughr 
Her ſelfe now paſt the perill of her feares. 
Then looking round about, and ſecing nought, 
Which doubt of danger to ber offer mought, 
Shefrom her paltrey lighted on the Plaine; 
And fitting downe, herſelfe awhile bethought 
Ofher long trauell and turmoiling paine ; 
And often ki of loue, and oft of lucke complaine. 


33 
And euermore, ſhe blamed Calepine, 


The good Sir Calepine, her owne true Knight, 
As th'onely author of her wofull tine : 

For beeing of his loueto her ſo light, 

As her to leauc i ſuch a puttious plight. 

Yet neuer Turtletruer to his Make. 


Then he was tride ynto his zoht: 
Who all this I. 
Greatperill of his life, and reſtlefle paines did take. 


4 

Tho, when as all her ohints ſhehad diſplaid, 
And well disburdened herengrieued breſt, 
Vpon the grafle her (elfe adowne ſhe layd; 
Where becing tyrde with trauell, and o 
With {orrow, ſhe betooke her ſelfeto reſt. 
There, whil'ſtin Morphews boſome ſafe ſhe lay, 
Feareleſle of ought that mote ber peace molcſt, 
Falſe Fortune dad her ſafery betray, 

Vatoa ſtrange miſchaunce,that menac't her decay. 


1 

In theſe wilde deſerts, Te. ſhe nowabode, 
There dwelt aſaluage Nation, which did live 
Ofſtcalth and ſpoile, and making nightly rode 
Into theirneighbours borders ; ne did giue 
Themlſclues to any trade (as for to drive 
The painefull plough, or cattellfor to breed, 
Or by adventrous marchandize to thriue) 
But on the labours of poore men to feed, 

And ſerue their owne neceffitics with others need. 


6 

There-to they vs'd one mot accurſed order, 
To cate the fleſh of men,whom they mote find, 
And ſtrangers to deuour, which on their border 
Were brought by errour, or by wreckfull wind ; 
A monſtrous cruelty gainſt courſe of kind. 
They towards eucning wandring euery way, 
To ſecke for booty, came (by Fortune blind) 
Where-as this Lady, like a ſheepeaſtra 


Now dromnedinthe depth of dleepeall $earelefſe lay. 


7 
Soone as a—_—_ her, Lord what gladfull glee 
They made amongſt them ſelues ! butwhen her fact 
Like thefaire 1 ſhining they did ſee, 
Each gan IS —-_ and embrace, 
For ioy of ſu ap by heauenly grace. 
Then 4 nthey apr courſe take: 
Whether to ſlay her there vpon the place, 
Or ſuffer her our of her ſleepe to wake, 
And then hereate attonce; or many mealesto make. 


8 
The beſt advizement was of bad, to let her 
Sleepe out herfall, without encomberment : 
For, ſleepe (they ſaid) would make her batrill better. 
Then, when ſhe wak't, they all gaue one conſent, 
T hat fith by grace of God ſhe was ſent, 
Vnto their God they would her ſacrifize; 
Whoſe ſhare, her guiltlefſe bloud they would preſent: 
Bur, of her daintic fleſh they did deuize 
To makeacommon feaſt, & fred with gurmandize. 


Sa 
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45 
So, round about herthey the mſclues did place Tho, when-as all things readie were aright, 
Vpon the grafle, and duuerſly diſpoſe, The Damzell was before the altarſer, 
As cach thought beſt to ſpend the lingring ſpace. Being already dead with fearefull fright. 
Some with their eyes the daintieſt morſels chole; To whom the Prieſt with naked armes fullner 
Some praiſe her paps, ſome praiſe her lips and noſe ; Approaching nigh, and murdrous knife well whet, 
Some wherttheir kniues, un ftrip their clbowes bare? Gan niutter cloſe a certaine ſecret charme, 
The Prieſt himclfe a garland doth.compoſe With other diueliſh ceremonies mer : 
Of fineſt lowres, and with full buſic care Which doen, he ganaloftt'aduaunce his arme, 
His bloudy veflels waſh, and holy fire prepare. Whereartthey ſhouted all, ang ryadg aloud alarme... 
49 46%. 
The Damzell wakes : then all attoncevp-ſtart, Then ganthe bag-pipes and the homesto ſhrill, 
And round abour her flocke, hike many flies, And fhricke aloud, thatwith'the peoples yoice 
Whoopung, and hollowiog on euery part, Confuſed, did the ayre veith terror fill, 
As if « would hauc rent the braſen sktes. And made the woodto tremble atthe noyce: 
Whach when ſhe ſees with ghaſtly grieffull eyes, The whiles ſhe wayld, the more they did reioice. 
Her heart does quake, and deadly pallid hew Now mote yevnderſtand thatto this grouc 
Benumbes her þ ur : Then our aloud ſhe cries, Sir Calepine by chance, more then by choice, 
Where none is nigh to heare, that will herrew, The lelte ſame cueniog fortune hither droue, 
And rends her golden locks, and ſnowy breſts embrew. As heto ſeck Serena through the woods did roue. 
41 | 47 | 
But all bootes not : they hands vpon her lay; Long had he ſought her, and through many aſoyle 
And firſt they ſpoile Ao of her tewels deare, Had traueld ſtill on foot in heauy armes, 
And afterwards of all her rich array ; ' Ne ought was tyred with his cndlefle toyle, 
The which amongſt them they 10 peeces teare, Ne ought was feared of his certaine harmes: 


And of the prey each onea part doth beare. And now. all weetleſle of thg wretched flonnes, 
Now being naked to their {ordid eyes In which his Loue was loſt, he flcptfull faſt, 
The goodly threaſures of Nature appeare: Till being waked with theſe loud alarmes, 

W hich as they view with luſtfull fantaſies, a#®; He gurl ſtarted vp like one aghaſt, 


Each wiſheth ro himſelfe, and to the reſt enuies, © And g vp his arms ſtreight to the noiſe forth paſt, 
42 48 
Her yuory neck, her alablaſter breaſt, - Therebyth'vncenaineglimle of _ night, 
Her paps, which like white filken pillowes were, And by the twiokling of theirſacred fire, 
For Loue in ſottdelight thereon toreſt; | He mote perceiue a little dawning fight 
Her tender ſides her belly white and cleare, | Of all, which there was doing in that quire: 
Which hike an Altar did it felte vp-reare, Mongſt whom, a woman ſpoyld of all attire 
To offer ſacrifice divinethcreon; He ſpide TIE vralucky ſtrife, 
Her goodly thighes, whole glory did appeate And groning ſore trom gricucd heartentire 


Like a triumphall Arch, and thereupon & Eftſoones he awe one with a naked knife - 
The {poiles of Princes hangd, which were in battellwon: Ready to launce her breaſt, and let ourloued life, 


4 4 
Thoſe dainty parts, the Fs. 00 of delight, With that he thruſts into thethickeſt throng, 
Which mote not beprofan'd of common eyes, And euen as his right hand adowne deſcends, 
Tholevilleins view'd with looſe laſciuious fight, He him preuentiog, _ onearth along, 
And cloſely tempted with their crafty ſpies; And facrificeth to th'internall feends. 
And ſome of them gan mongſt themſelues deuiſe, Then to thereſt his wrathfull hand he bends ; 
Thereot by forceto take their beaſtly pleaſure, Of whom he makesſuch hauocke and ſuch hew, 
That ſwarmes of damned ſoules to hell he ſends : 


But them the Prieſt rebuking did aduiſe 


To dare not to pollute ſoſacred threafure, The reſt, that ſcape his ſword and death eſchew, 

Vow'dto the gods : religion held euen theeues in meaſure. Fly like a flocke of doues before a Faulcons view. % 
44 50 I 

So being ſtayd, they herfrom thence direfted From themreturning to that Ladie backe, 

Vnto a little groue not farre afide, Whom by the Alcar he doth fitting finde, 

In which an altar ſhortly they ereQted, Yerfearing death, and next to death the lacke 

Toſlay her on. And now the Euentide Of clothes to couer what ſhee oughtby kinde, 

His broad black wings had through the heauens wide He firſt her hands beginneth to vnbinde 3 | 

By this difipred, that was the time ordained Andthento EIT her woe 

For ſuch adiſmall deed, their gwltto hide: And afterwards to cheare with ( kind. 


Of few green turfes an altar ſoone they fayned, But ſhe, for nought that he could ay or doe, 
And deckt it al with lowrs,which they nigh hand obtained. One word durſtſpeake, or anlwerehim awhig thereto. 
Gg ' 
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(1 
So inward ſhame of her vncomely caſc 
She did concciue, through carc of womanhood, 
That though the night d1d couer her diſgrace, 
Yertſhe in ſo vawomanly a mood, 


- - « 38 . 


I 

Ow turne againe my temethou iolly ſwain, 
A[A) Backe to the furrow which I lately left; 
I I lately leftafurrow, one or twaine (cleft : 
F Voplough'd,the which my coulter hath not 
Yertſcem'd theſoile both fair & fruitful eft, 

p V As Titpaſt;that were too great a ſhame, 
That ſo rich fruitſhould be from vs bereft; 

Beſides the oreat dishonour and defame, 

Which ſhould befall to Calidoresimmort.Jll name, 


z 
Great trauell hath the gentle Calidore 
And toyle endured, fith T lefthim laſt 
Sewing the Blatant Beaſt; which I forbore 
To finiſh then, for other preſent haſte. , 
Full many paths,andperils he hath paſt, (Plaivs, 
Through hils,through dales, thrughforreſts & through 
In thatſame queſt, which Fortune an him caſt; 
Which he atchicucd to his owne great gaines, 
Reaping eternall glory of his reſtleſle paines. 


3 
So ſharply he the monſter did purſew, 
That day nor nighthe ſuffred himto reſt: 
Nereſted he himſelfe(but Natures dew) 
For dread of danger, notto beredreſt, 
If he for flouth forſlackt ſo famous queſt. 
Him firſt rom court he to the cities courſed, 
And from the Cities to the rownes him preſt, 
And fromthe townes intothe country forced, 
And from the country back to priuate farms he ſcorſed, 


4 
From thence into the open fields he fled, 
Whereas the Heardes were keeping of their neat, 
And ſhepheards ſinging to their flockes,that fed, 
Layes of ſweet louc and youthes delightfull heat : 


Canto I X, 


Calidore hoſtes with Mel.bee, 
and loues faire Paſtorell 

Coridon enuies him. yet he 
for ill reward's him well, 
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Would not bewray the ſtate in which ſhee ſtood. 

So, all that night to him vnknowen ſhe paſt. 

But day that doth diſcouer bad and good, 

Enlewing, made her knowen to him art laſt : 
The end whereof lle keep vntill another caſt, 


I 


_ 


-_ 


Him thither cke {for all his fearefull threat ) 
He followed fait, andchaced him ſo nie, 
1 hatto the folds, where ſheep at night doe ſear, 
Andig the little cotes, where ſhepheards lie 
In winters wrathtull timeghe forced him to flic. 


5 

There on a day as he purſew'd thechace, 

He chaunc't tolpy aſortof thepheard groomes , 

Playing on pipes, and caroling apace, 
The whales their beaſts there in the budded broomes 
Beſide them fed, and nipt the tender bloomes : 
For other worldly wealth they cared nought. 
To whom Sir Calidore yet ſweating comes, 
Andthem to tell him courteouſly beſought, 


If ſuch a beaſt they ſaw, which he had thithcr brought, 
6 


They anſwer'd him, that no ſuch beaſt they ſawe, 
Nor any wicked feend, that mote offend 
Their happie flockes , nor danger to them drawe: 
But if that ſuch there were (as nonethey kend) 
They prayd high God him farre from them to ſen(d. 
Then one of them him ſccing ſoto ſweat, 
After hisruſticke wife(that well be wecnd) 
Offred him drinke, to quench his thirſty hear, 
Andit he hungry were, hum oftred eketo cat, 
7 
The knight was nothing nice, where was no need, 
And took their gentle offer : ſo adowne 
They prayd him fit, and gaue him for to feed 
Such homely what, as ſerues the fimpleclowne, 
That doth deſpiſe the dainties of the towne. 
Tho, hawng fed his fill, he there beſide 
Saw a faire damzell, which did weare a crowne 
Of ſundry flowres, with filkenr1bbands tyde, 
Ycladin home-made greenthat her owne hands had dyde. 
Vpon 
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8 
Vpon alittle hillocke ſhe was placed 
Higher then all the reſt , and round about 
Enuiron'd with a girlond, goodly graced, 
Of loucly laſſes: and them all without 
The lufty ſhepheard ſwaines fate in a rout, 
The which did pipe and fing her prayſes dew, 
And oft reioice, and oft for wonder ſhour, 
As if ſome miracle of heauenly hew 
Were downe to them deſcended 1n thatearthly view. 


And ſoothly ſure ſhe was fl faire of face, 
And perfectly well ſhap't in cuery lim ; 
Which ſhe dd more augment with modeſt grace, 
And comely carriage of her count'nance nm, 
That all the reſt like lefler lamps did dim : 
Who, her admiring as ſome heavenly wight, 
Did for their foueraine goddefle her eſteeme, 
And caroling her name both day & night, 
Thefaireſt Paſtorella her by name 4id hight. 


10 

Ne was there Heard, ne was there ſhepheards ſwaine 

But her did honour, and eke many a one 

Burot inher loue, and with ſweet pleaſing paine 

Full many a night for her d1d figh and gronhe: 

Butmoſt of allthe ſhepheard Coridon 

For her did languiſh, and his dearelife ſpend; 

Yerneither ſhe for him, nor other none 

Did care a whut, neany liking lend: 


Though mean her lot, yethigher did her mind aſcend. 


1 

Her whiles Sir Calidore there viewe well, 

And markt her raredemeanure, which him ſcemed 

So farre the meane of ſhepheards to excell, 

As that he in his mind her worthy deemed, * 

To bea Princes Paragone eſteemed ; 

He was vnwares {urpriz.'d in ſubtillbands 

Of the blind Boy, ne thence could be redeemed 

By any skoll our of his cruell hands, . 
Caughrlike the bird, which gazing ſtill ow'others ſtands. 

I 


2 

So ſtood he ſtill long gazing thereupon, 

Ne any will had thence to moue away, 

Although his queſt werefarre afore him gone; 

But after he had fed, yet did he ſtay, 

And ſatethere ſtill, vntil] the flying day 

Was farre-forth ſpent, diſcourſing diuerſly 

Of ſundry things, as fell, to worke delay; 

And cuermore his ſpeech he did apply 
To th'heards, but meant them to the damzelsfantafie. 


13 
this,the moyſticnighe approching faſt, 
er deawy Ca —_ th'earth to ſhed, 
That warn'd the ſhephcards to their homes to haſte 
Their tender flockes, now being fully fed, 
For feare of wetting them beforetheir bed. 
Then cameto them 2 good olde aged Syre, 
Whole filuer lockes bedeckt his beard and head, 
With ſhepheargs hook in hand, and firattire, 
That will'd the Damzel! riſe; the day did now expire. 


14 
He was to weet by common voice eſteemed 
'  Thefather of the faireſt Paſtorell, 
And of herſelfe in very deed ſo deemed ; 
Yet was not fo, but as old ſtories tell 
Found her by fortune, which to him befell, 
In th'open fields an Infant left alone; . 
Andtaking vp broughthome, and nourſed we 
As his Sts es other he had none, 
That ſhein traQt of time accompred was his owne. 


5 

She at his bidding meekly didarie, 
And ſtreightvnto her little flocke did fare : 
Then all the reſt about her roſe likewiſe, 
And each his ſundry ſheep with ſeuerallcare 
Gathered together, and them home-ward bare : 
Whil'ſt euery one with helping hands 4d ſtrive 
Amongſt themlſclues, and did their labours ſhare, 
To helpe faire Paſtorella, home todriue 

Her fleecy flocke; but Coridon moſt helpe did giue- 


16 
But Melibee (ſo hight that good old man) 
] 7 eleffall 


Now lceing Calidor alone, 

And night arnued hard at hand, began 

Him to inuite ynto his fimple home; 

Which though it werea corrageclad with lome, 

And all things therein meane; yet better ſo 

Tolodge, To intheſaluage Glas rorome. 

The Knight full gladly ſoone agreed thereto, 
Being his hearts oweenilh, and homenih kim did gee 


17 

There he was welcom'd of thathoneſt Syre, 
And of his aged Beldame homely wn" uh 
Who him belought himſelfe to —_—_ 
Andreſt himlelfe, till ſupper time th © 
By which, home came the fayreſt Paſtorell, 
After her flock ſhe in their fold had tyde : 
And, ſupper ready dight, they to it 
With ſmall adoe, and nature (atisfide, 

The which doth little craue, contentedto abide. 


18 
Tho, when they had theirh liked well, 
And the fayre mayd the table ra'ne away; 
The gentle knight, as he thatdid excell 
In courteſie, - well could doe and (ay, 
Foro great kindneſſeas he found that day, 
Gan greatly thank his hoſt and his good wife; 
And drawing thence his ſpeech another way, 
Gan highly to com the life, 
Which Shepheards lead, without d or bitter ſtrife. 


I 
How much, ſayd he, more happy is the ſtate, 
In which ye father here do dwell ateaſe, 
Leadivg a life ſo free and fortunate, 
From al the tempeſts of theſe worldly ſeas, 
Which toſfſethe reſtin diſcale Þ 
Where warres, and wreckes, and wicked enmitic 
Doethem afflit, which no man can appeaſe; 
That certes I your happineſle enuie, 
And wiſh my log were plac't in ſuch felicitie, 


Gg 2 Surely 
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20 
Surely my ſonne (then anſwer'd he againe) 
If happie, then it is inthis intent, 
That hauing ſmall, yerdo I not complaine 
Of want, nc wiſh for more itto augment, 
But do my ſelfe, with that I hauc, content ; 
So taught of Nature, which doth little need 
Of forreine helpes to lifes due nouriſhment. 
Theficlds my tood, my flock my rayment breed 3 
No better doeI weare, no better doe feed. 
ZI 
Therefore doenot any one cnuy, 
Nor am enuide of any onethercfore ; 
They that haue much, feare much to loſe thereby, 
And ſtore of cares doth follow riches ſtore, 
Thelittle that I haue growes duly more 
"Without my care, but onely to attend it. 
My lambs do euery yeare increaſe their {corc, 


And my flockes father dayly doth amend it. 


What hauc I, but to praiſe th'Almighty,thar doth fend it? 


22 
Tothem,that lit, the worlds gay ſhowes T leaue, 
And to preat ones ſuch tollies do forgiue, 
Which oftthrough pride do their owne perill weaue, 
And through ambition downe themtzlues do driue 
To fad decay, thatmight contented live, _ 
Me noſuch cares nor combrous thoughts offend, 
Ne once my minds vamoued quiet grieue ; 
But all the night in filuer leep 1 ſpend, 
And all the day, towhat Liſt, I doe attend. 
23 
Sometimes I hunt the For, the vowed foe 
Vnto my Lambes, and him dislodge away; 
Somtime the fawne IpraQtice,trom the Doe, 
Or from the Goat her kidde how to conuay3 
Another while I baites and nets diſplay, 
The birds tq catch or fithes to beguile : 
And when I weary am, I downe do lay 
My limbes in euery ſhade, toreſt tromtoyle, 


And drinke of eucry brooke, when thirſt my throte doth 


24 
The time was once, in my firſt prime of yeeres, 
When pride of youth forth pricked n1y defire, 
That 1 diſdain'd amongit mine equall pceres 
To follow ſheepe and ſhepheards baſe atiire : 
For further fortune then 1 would inquire. 
And leauing home, to royall court I ſought; 
Where 1 bis ſell my (clfefor yearly bire, 
And in the Princes garden dayly wrought: 
ThereI bcheld (uch vainerefle, as I ncucr thought. 


25 
With fight whereof ſoone cloyd,and long deluded 

With idle hopes, which them do enterraine, 
After I had ten yeares my lelfe excluded 
From native home, and ſpent my youth in yaine, 
I'gan my follies to my ſelfe to plaine , 
And this ſweet peace, whoſe lacke did then appeare. 
Tho, backe returning to my ſheep againe, 
Ifrom thenceforth hauelearn'd to loue more deare 


This lowely quietlife, which Iinherite here. 


(boile, 


26 
Whil'ſt thus he talk, the Knight with greedy care 
Hong ſtillypon his melting mouth attent; 
Whole ſenſefull words empierc't his heart ſo neare, 
That he was wrapt with double rauiſhment, 
Both of his ſpeech that wrought him great content, 
Andalſo of the obictt of his view, 
On which his hungry eye was alwaies bent; 
That twizthis pleaſing tongue, and her faire hew, 
He loſt himſelfe, and like one halfe catranced grew. 
27 
Yctto occaſion meanes, to worke his minde, 
And to infinuate his hearts deſire, 
He thus replide; Now ſurely ſyre I finde, 
That all this worlds gay ſhowes, which we admire, 
Be but vaine ſhadows to this ſafe retire 
Of life , which here in Jowlineſle yelead, * 
Fearelefle of foes, or Fortunes wrackfall yre, 
Which tofleth ſtates, and vnder foot doth tread 
The mighty ones, aftrayd of cucrychavges dread. 
8 


2 

That cuen I which dayly doc behold 

The glory of the great, mongſt whom Iwon ; 

And now haue prov 'd, what happin-ile ye hold 

In this ſmall plotof your Connnion, * 

Now loath greatLordſhip and ambition; 

And wiſhth heavens ſo much had graced me, 

As grantmeliue in like condition; 

Or that my fortunes might tranſpoſed be 
From pitch of higher place, vato this lowe degree, 


29 
In vaive, ſaid then old Melibee,doe men 
The beauens of their fortunes fault accule ; 
Sith they know beſt, whart is the beſt for then : 
For, they to cach ſuch fortune doc diffuſe, 
As they do knoweeach can moſt aptly vſc. 
For, not that,whuch men couct moſt, is beſt, 
Nor that thing worſt, which men do moſt refuſe; 
Bur fitreſt is, that all contented reſt 


With thaz they hold : cach hath bis fortune in his breſt, 


© 
Itis the mind, that WY good or ill, 
That maketh wretch or happy, rich or poore : 
For ſome, that hath abundance at his wall, 
Huth not enough, but wants in greateſt ſtore ; 
And other, that hath litcle, askes no more, 
But in that little is both rich and wiſe. 
For, wiſlome1s moſt riches ; fooles therefore 
They are, which fortunes do by vowes deuize, 
Sith each vnto himlelfe his Iife may fortunize. 


I 
Sincethen in each mans le, layd Calidore, 
It is, to faſhion his owne lifes eſtate, 
Giuc leaue awhile, good father, in this ſhore 
To reſt my barke, which hath been bearen late 
With ſtormes of fortune and tempeſtuous fate, 
In ſeas of troubles and of toyleſome paine; 
That whether quite from them for to retrate 
| Thhall reſolue, or backe to turneagaine, 
I may here with your ſelfe ſome {mall repoſe obtaine. - 
ot 
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Not that the burden of fobold a gueſt 

Sball Il be, or change to you at all; 

For,your meane food ſhall be my dayly feaſt, 

And this _=_ cabin both my bowre and hall. 

Befides , forrecompence hereof, I ſhall 

You well reward, and golden guerdon giue, 

That may perhaps you better much withall, 

And in this quict make you ſafer liue. 
So, forth he drew much golde, and toward himit druue. 


But the good man, coughroum ted with the offer 
Of his rich mould, d1d thruſt itfarre away, 
And thus beſpake; Sir knight, your bountious proffer 
Be farre fro me, to whom ye ill diſplay 
That mucky maſle, the cauſe of mens decay, 
That mote empayre my peace with dangers dread. 
Butif ye algates couet to aſſay 
This timpleſort of life, that Shepheards lead, 
Be it your owne:: our rudenefle to yourlelte aread. 


4 

So therethat night Sir Califre did dwell, 

And long whule after, whal'ſt hum ſt remaine, 

Dayly beholding the faire Paſtorell, 

And feeding on the bayrt of his owne bane. 

During which time, be did herentertaine 

Witch all kinde courreſies, he could inuent ; 

And every day, her comp.nie to gaine, 

When to the tield ſhe went, he with her went : 
So,for to quench his fire, he did it more augment. 


F 
Bur ſhe that never had ncquainend beene 
With ſuch queint vſage, fit for Queenes and Kings, 
Ne cuer had ſuch knightly ſeruice ſcene 
(But being bred vnder baſk Shepheards wings, 
Had euerlcarn'd toloue the lowely things) 
Did little whitregard his courteous guize 3 
Bur cared more for Colins carolings 
Then all thathe could doe, orey'r deuize : 
His layes, his loues, his lookes the did them alldeſpize. 


6 
Which Calidore exceining, thoughaiahe® 
To change = manner of hs lofty looke; 
And dofhog his brightarmes, himlelfe addreſt 
In Shepheards weed, andin his hand he took, 
In ſtead of ſteele-head tpeare, a Shepheards hook; 
That who had ſeene himthen, would haue bethought 
On Phrygian Paris by Plexippus brook, 
When he the lour of faire Benone ſought, 
What time the golden apple was vnto him brought, 


7 
So being clad vnto the field; he went 
With the faire Paſtorella cuery day, 
And kept her (he: p with diligent attent, 
Watching, to dnue the raucnous Wolfe away, 
The whyl'it atplc.ſureſhe more ſport and play; 
And euery cuciuvg helping them to told ; 
And otherwhiles for need, he dd aſſay 
In his ſtrong hand their rugged teats to hold, 


And out of them to preflethe milk ;louc ſo much could. 


8 
Which ſeeing Coridon, who ker likewiſe 
Long time hadlov'd, and hop't her loueto gaine, 
He much was troubled atthat ſtrangers gui 
And many jealous thoughts concery'd in yaine, 
Thar this of all his labour and lohg paine 
Should reap the harueſt, ercitri were 3 
That made him fcoule, and pout, and oft compline 
Of Paſtorellto all the ſhepheards there, 
Thar ſhe did loue a ſtranger lwaynethem him more deres 


- 
And cuerwhen he came in ane, 
Where Calidore was pelent, be would loure, 
And byre his lip, and eueo for icaloufie 
Was ready oft his owne heart to deuoure, 
Impatient of any Paramoure : 
Who on the other ſide did ſeem fo fare 
From malicing, or grudging his good houre,. 
Thatallhe could, he graced him with her, 
Ne cuer ſhewed figne © raricour or of 1arre. 


40 e 

And oft, when Coridon = herbtoughe 

Or little ſparrowes, ſtolen from their neſt, 

Or wanton {quirrels, in the woodsfarre ſought, 

Or other dainty thing for her addrelt; 

He would commend his gift, and make the beſt ; 

Yer ſhe no whit his preſents didregatd, 

Ne him could fide to fancy in her breaſt: 

This new come ſhepheard had his market mard. 
Old louc is little worth, when new is more prefard, 


41 

One day when as the ſhepheard ſwaynes together 

Were met, to make phe ſports LAY merry glee, 

As they are wgntin faire ſun-ſhiny weather, ; 

The whiles their flockes in ſhadowes ſhrouded be, 

They fell to dance : then did they all agree, 

That Colin Clout ſhould pipe, as one molt fir; 

And Calidore ſhould lead the ring, as he 

That moſtin Paforellzesgracedid fit. 
Thercatfrown'd Coridan,/and his lip cloſely bit. 


z 
But Calidore, of courteons edknation, 
Took Coriden, and ſet him ma hisplace, 
That he ſhould lead the dance; as was his faſhion; 
For,Coridon could dance, and trimlytrace. 
And when as Paftorella, himto grace, 
Her flowry g uiond took from her owne head; 
And plac't on his, he didit ſoone diſplace, © 
And did itput on Coridons in ſtead: 
Then Coridon woxefrollicke, thatearſt ſeemed dead: 


4 

Another time, when as they Hd diſpoſe 

To practicegames, and maſteries to trie, 

They for their ludge did Paſtorella chole3 
A garlandwas the meed of victory. 
There Coridon,forth ſtepping openly, 

Did chalenge Calidoreto wreſthng game: 

For, he through loog and perfe&t induſtry, 8 

Therein raul was, andin trefame —=(ſharme. 
Thought ſure t'aucnge his grudge, mp 
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For, courtefic amongſt the rudeſt breeds 


But Calidore he greatly 4id jniſtike; : Good will and fauour. Soit ſurely wrought 
For, he was ſtrong and mighuly ſtiffe pight, With this faire Mayd,and in her mind the ſeeds 
That with one fall his necke he almoſt brake: Of perfect loue did ſowe, that laſt forth brought 
And had he notvpon him fallen light, The fruit of ioy & bliſs, though long time dearely bought. 
His deareſt ioynt he ſure had broken quight. 46 
Then was the oaken crowne by Paſtorell Thus Calidore continu'd there lopg time, 

Giuen to Calidore, as his dueright; To win the loue of the faire Paſtorell ; 
But he, thatdid in courteſie excel, Which hauing got, he vſed without crime 

Gauc itto Coridon, and ſayd he wonne it well. Or blamefull blot ; but menaged ſowell, 

45 That he of all the reſt, which there did well, 

Thus did the gentle knight hirmſelfe abeare Was fauoured, and to her grace commended. 
Amongſtrhatruſticke rout in all his deeds, But what ſtrange fortunes vnto him befell, 

That cuen they the which his riuals were, Ere he attain'd the point by hum intended, 
Could not maligne him, but commend him needs : Shall more conueniently in other place be ended. 
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Calidere ſees the Graces daunce, 
To Colins melody : 

The whiles his Paſtorell s led, 
Into captinitie, 
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I | And prov d the Ik pleaſures which doe | + my 
Ho now does follow the foule Blatant Beaff, Amongſt poore hindes, in hils;in woods, in dales, 
WhiPſt Calidore does follow thatfaire Mayd, Would ncuer more delight in painted ſhowe 


Vnmindtullof his voweand high beheaſt, Of ſuchfalſe bliſle, as thereis ſerfor tales, 
Which by the Facry Queene was on him layd, T'entrap vnwary fooles in their erernall bales. 


Thathe ſhould never leaue, norbedelayd 4 
From chacivg him, till hehad it atchicued ? For, what hath all that goodly glorious gaze 
But now,eotrapt of loue, which him berrayd, Like to one ſight, whuch Calidoredid view ? 
He mindeth wore, how he may be relicued (gricued; The glaunce whereof their dimmed eyes would date, 
With grace from hcr, whoſe loue his heart hath fore en- That neuer more they ſhould endure the ſhew _ 
2 Of that ſunne-ſhine, that makes them look askew: 
That from henceforth he meanes no more toſew Ne ought 11 all that world of beauties rare 
His former queſt, ſo full of toyle and paine; (Saue onely Glorianaes heauenly hew; . 
Another queſt, another in view To which what can compare?) can it comparez 
He hath, the guerdon of his loueto gaine: The which, as commeth now by courſe, I will declare. 
With whom he mindes for euer to remaine, 5 
And (et hisreſt amongſt the ruſticke ſort, One day as he did range the fields abroad, 
Rather then hunt ſbll after ſhadowes vaine Whil'ſt bis faire Paſtordlla was elſewhere , 
Of courtly fauour, fed with lightreporr He chaunc'tto come, far from all peoples troad, 
Of cuery blaſte, and ſaylingalwaes inthe port. Voto a place, whoſeple-ſance did appeare 
2 To paſle all others, on the earth which were : 
Necertes mote he greatly blamed be, For, all that ever was by natures skill 
From ſo high ſtepto ſtoupe vnto ſo lowe. Deuiz'd to worke delight, was gathered there, 
For, who had taſted once (as oft did he) And there by her were poured forth at fill, 
The happy peace, which there doth ouer-flowe, As if this to adorne; ſhe all the reſt did pill. 
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It was an hill, plac't in an open Plaine, 
Thatround about was bordered with a wood, 


Of matchleſle height, that ſeem'd th'carth to diſdaine; 


In which all trees of honour ſtately ſtood, 
And did all winter as in ſommer bud, 
Spredding pauilions for the birds to bowre, 
Which in atblowes branches ſung aloud, 
And in their tops the ſoring hauke did towre, - 
Sitting like king of fowles, in maieſty and powte. 
7 
And at the foot thereof, a gentle flud 
His filuer waues did ſoftly tumble downe, 
Vomard with ragged mole or filthy mud; 
Ne mote wilde beaſts, ne mote the ruder clowne 


Thereto approach, ne filth mote therein drowne : 


Bur Nymphes and Facries by the banks did fit, 
In the woods ſhade, which did the waters crowne, 
Keeping all noyſome things away from it, 

And to the waters tall tuning their accents fit. 


8 

And on the top thereof aſpacious Plaine 

Did {pred it ſelfe, to ſerue to all delight, 

Either todance, whenthey to dance would faine, 

Or elſe to courſe-about their baſes light; 

Ne ought there wanted, which for pleaſure might 

Defired be, or thence to baniſh bale : 

So pleaſantly the hull, with equall hight, 

Did ſeemeto ouer-look the lowely vale; 
Therefore itrightly cleeped was mount Acidale. 


They ſay that Yenus, when ſhe did diſpoſe 
Her ſelfe to plealance, vied to reſort 
Vnto this place, and therein to repoſe 
And reſt her ſelfe as in a gladſomeport, 
Or with the Graces thereto play and ſport; 
That euen her owne Cytheron, thoughin it 
She vied moſt to keep herroyall Court, 
And in her ſoucraine maieſty to fit, 
She in regard hercof refulde and thought votit. 


10 
Vnto this place when as the Elfin knight 
Approacht, him ſeemed that the merry ſound 
Of a ſhrill pipche playing beard on hight, 
And many feet faſt thumping th'hollow ground, 


That through the woods their Eccho did rebound. 


He n1-- her drew, to weet what mote it bee; 
There he atroupe of Ladies dancing found 
Full merrily, and making gladfull glee, 
And inthe midſt aShepheard piping he did lee. 
It | 


He durſt not enter into th'open Greene, 
.For dread of them vowares to be deſcride, 
For breaking of their dance, if he were ſcene; 
Butin the coucrt of the wood did bide, 
Bcholding all, yet of them vnelpide. 
There be did ſee, that pleaſed much his ſight, 
That cuen he himſelte his eyes couide, 
An hundred naked maidens lilly white, 
Allranged in a ripg, and dancing ia debght. 


I2 
All they without were raunge4 in aring, 
 Anddancedround; butin themidit of them 
Three other Ladies did both dance and fing, 
The whul'ſt the reſtthem round about did heme, 
And likea girlond did in compaſle ftemme : 
And in the midit of thoſe fame three was placed 


Another Damzell, as a precious gemme 
Amidſt aring moſt richly well enchaced, 
That with her goodly preſence all the reſt much graced. 


I 
Looke how the Crowne, which Ariadnt wore 
Vpon ker yuory forchead that ſame day 
That Theſexs her vnto his bridale bore 
(When the bold Centawres made that bloudy fray 
With the fierce Lapitheswhich did them diltnay) 
Being now placed in the firmament, 
Through the bright heauendoth her beams diſplay, 
And is ynto the ſtarres an ornament, 
Which round about her moue in order exccllent : 
14 
Such was the beauty of this goodly band, 
Whoſe ſundry parts na too long to tell ; 
But ſhe thatin the midſt of them did ſtand, 
Seem'd allthereſtin beaury to excell, 
Crownd with arofie girlond, that right well 
Did her beſeeme. And euer, as the crew 
About her daunc't, fweet flowres, that far did ſmel!, 
And fragrant odours they vpon her threw: 
But moſt of all, thoſe three did her with gifts eadew- 
T 
Thoſe were the Graces, daughters of delight, 
Handmayds of Yenws, which are wontro haunt 
—_ this hill, and dance there day and night : 
Tholethreeto men all gifts of grace do graunt, 
Andall, that Yenws in her ſelfedothyaunt, 
Is borrowed of them. But thatfaire one, 
That in the midſt was placed parauant, 
Was ſhe to whom that CINE pypt alone, 
That made him pipe ſo mernly, as neuer none. 
16 
She was to weet that iolly Shepheards Laſſe, 
Which piped there vnto that merry rout : 
That iolly ſhepheard, which there piped, was 
Poore Colin Clowt (who knowes not Colun Clout ?) 
He pyp't apace,whil'ſtthey him daunc't abour. 
Pype 1olly ſhepheard, pype thou nowapace 
Vatothy Loue; that made thee lowe to lout;. 
Thy Loue is preſent there with thee in place, 
Thy Loue is there aduaunc't to be ahother Grace. 


17 
Much wondred Calidore at this ſtrange fight, 
Whoſe like before hiseye had neuer (cene ; 
And ſtanding loog aſtoniſhed 10 ſpright, 
Andrapt with pleaſance, wiſtnotwhatto weene ; 
Whether it were the traine of beauties Queene, 
Or Nymphes, or Faeries, orenchaunted thowe , 
With which his eyes more haue deluded beene. 
Thercforereſolumng, whatitwas , to knowe, 
Out of the wood heroſc, and toward them did go. | 
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Bur ſoone as he appeared to their view, 

1 hey vaniſht all away out of his ſight, 

Andcleane were gone, which wa be neuer knew; 

All Caue the Shepheard, who for fu deſpight 

Of that diſpleaſure, broke his bag-pipe quight, 

And made great mone for that ” 4.6. turne- 

But Calidore, though noleſleſory wight, 

For that mis-hap, yetſeeing himto mourne, 
Drew neere, thathe the truth of all by him mote learne. 


I 
And firſt him greeting, Fs £00 him ſpake z 
Haile1olly Shepheard, which thy ioyous dayes 
Hereleadeſtin this _ merry-make, 
Frequented of theſe gentle Nymphesalwayes, 
Which tothee flocke, to heare thy louely layes 3 
Tell me, what mote thele dainty Damzels be, 
Which here with thee do make their pleaſant playes ? 
Right happy thou, thatmayſt them freely ſee: 
But why,when Ithemſawe, fled they away from me ? 
20 
Not I ſo happy, anſwerd then thatſwaine, 
As thou vnhappy, which them thence didſt chace, 
Whom by no meanes thou canſt recall againe. 
For, being gone, none can them bring in place, 
But whotn they of themſelucs liſt ſo to grace. 
Right ſory I, {ayd then Sir Calidore, 
That my il! fortune did them bence diſplace. 
But fince things paſſed none may now reſtore, 


Tell me, whatwere they all, whoſe lack thee gricues ſofore. 


21 

Tho, ganthat Shepheard thus forto dilate; 

Then wote thou Shepheard, whatſocuer thou be, 

That all thoſe Ladies, which thouſaweſt late, 

Arc Yenus Damrzels, all within her fee, 

But differing in honour and degree : 

They all are Graces which on her depend, 

Beſides a thouſand more, which ready be 

Hcr to adorne, when-{o ſhe forth doth wend: . 
But thoſe three 10 the midſt do chiefe on her attend. 


22 
They are the daughters of sky-ruling Ioue, 
By him begot of faire Ewrynome, 
The Oceans daughter, in this pleaſant groue, 
As he this way comming from feaſtfull glee 
Of Thets wedding with Aecidee, 
In ſommers ſhade himſelte here reſted weary. 
The firſt of them hight mylde Ewphbroſyne, 
Nextfaire Azlaia, laſt Thalia merry, 
Sweet goddefles all three which me in mirth do cherry, 
2 
Theſe three on men all —_ gifts beſtowe, 
Which decke the "4 or adorne the minde, 
To make them louely or well fauoured ſhowe: 
As, comely carriage,entertainement kind, 
Sweet ſemblant, tiendly offices that binde, 
And all the complements of counteſie : 
They teach vs, howto each degree and kinde 
We Gould our ſelues demeane, to lowe, to hie; 


To friends,to foes: which skall mea call Cluility, 


24 
Therefore they alwayes ſmoothly ſeem to ſmile, 
That we likewiſe ſhould milde and gentle be; 
And alſo naked are, that without guile 
Orfalſedifſemblance allthem plaine may ſee, 
Simple and true from conert malice free : 
Andeke themlelues ſo in their dance they bore, 
That two of them ſtill forward ſeem'd to be, 
But one ſtill cowards ſhew'd her ſelfe afore ; 
That good ſhould from ys go,then come , in greater ſtore, 


25 
Such were thoſe goddeſſes, which ye did ſee; 
But that founk Mayd, which there amidſt them traced, 
Who can arcad, what creature mote ſhe be, 
Whether a creature or a goddeſle graced 
With heauenly gifts from heauen firſt enraced ? 
But what-lo ſure ſhe was, ſhe worthy was 
To bethe fourth, withthoſethree other placed : 
Yet was ſhe certes buta countrey lafle, 
Yerſhe all other countrey laſles farre didpaſle. 
6 


2 

So farre as doth the daughter of the day, 

All otherlefler lights inhhghtexcell, 

So farre doth ſhe 1n beautifull array, 

Aboue all other lafſes beare the bell: 

Nelefle in vertue that beſeemes her well, 

Doth ſhe exceedethereſt of all her race; 

For which,the Graces that here wont to dwell, 

Haue for more honour brought her to this place, 
And graced herſo much to be another Grace, 


27 
Another Grace ſhe well deſerues to be, 
In whom ſo many Graces gathered are, 
Excelling much the meane of her degree; 
Diuine reſemblance, beaury ſoucraine rare, 
Firme Chaſtitie, that ſpightne blemiſh darez 
All which ſhe with fuck courtefie doth grace, 
Thatall her Peers cannot with her compare, 
But quite are dimmed, when ſhe is in place. 
She made me often pipeand now to pipe apace. 
8 


2 
Sunne of the world, great glory of the skie , 
Thatalltheearth do'ſthgbten with thy rayes, 
Great Gloriana, greateſt Majeſty, 
Pardon thy Shepheard mongſtſo many layes, 
As he hath ſuug of thee in all his dayes, 
To make one minime of thy poore handmayd, 
And vnJerncarh thy feere to place her prayſe; 
That whenthy glory ſhall be farre diplayl 
To future age, of her this mention may be made. 


2 

When thus that Shepheard abs had his ſpeech, 

Sayd Calidore ; Now lure it yrketh mee, 

Tharto thy bliſs I madethis luckleſſe breach, 

As now the Authorof thy baleto be, 

Thus to bereaue thy Loucs deare fight from thee : 

Bur gentle Shepheard pardon thou my ſhame , 

Who raſhly ſoughtthat, which I motenot ſee. 

Thus did the courteous Knight excuſe his blame, 
And to recomfort him, all comely mcancs did frame, 
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2 
In ſuch diſcourſes they to « & ſpear 
Long time, as fit —_ forth them led; 
With which, the knighthimſelfe did much content, 
And with delight his greedie fancy fed, 
Both of his words , which he with reaſon red ; 
And alfo of the place, wholepleafyres rare 
With ſuch regard his ſenſes rauiſhed, 
Thatthence, he had no will away to fare, 


oO 

But that enuenimd ſting, the which of yore, 

His poyſnous point , 4 fixed in his heart 

Had left, now gan afreſh to rankle ſore, 

And to renue therigour of his ſmart: 

Which to recure, no skill of Leaches art 

Mote him auatle, but to returne againe 

To his wounds worker, that with louely dart 

Dintiog his breaſt, had bred his reſtlefle pain, 


[ 

So, taking leaue of EEO. gentleſwaine, 

He Dh returned to his ruſticke wonne, 
Where his faire Paſtorella did remaine: 
To whom in ſort, as heat firſt begonoe, 
He daily did apply bimſelfe to donne 
All dewfull ſeruice,voide of thoughts impure: 
Ne any paines neperill did heſhonne, 
By which be might ber to hisloueallure, 
And liking in heryet votamed heart procure. 


hi, To 4 aA 
And euermorethe Shepheard Coridon, 

What-cuer thing he did her to aggrate, 

Did ſtrive to match, with ſtrong contention, 

And all his paincs did cloſely emulate; 

Whether it were to caroll, as they fate 

Keeping their ſheepe, or games to exerciſe, 

Or to preſent her with their labours late; 

Through which if any grace chaunc'r to arize 

To him, the Shepheard ſtrezght with icalouſic did frize, 


One day,asthey allthree marks went 

To the cence wood, to gather ſtrawberies, 
There _E to them a dangerous accident; 
A Tigre forth out of the wood did niſe, 
That with fell clawes full of fierce | #7 yaa 
And greedy mouth, wide gaping hike hell gate, 
Did runne at Paſtorell, her to ſurprize : 
Whom ſhe beholding, now all deſolate 
Gan cry to them aloud, to helpe her all too late. 


| 4 
Which Coridon firſt ele ran in haſte 
To reſcue her: but when he law the feend, 
Through coward feare he fled away as faſt, 
Ne durit abidethe danger of the end ; 
His life he ſteemed dearer then his friend. 
Bur Calzdore ſoone comming to her ayde, 
When he the beaſt ſawe ready nowto rend 
His Louesdeare ſpoile, in which his heartwaspraide, 
He ran athimenrag d, inſtcad of being fraide. 


But wiſht, that with that ſhepheard he more dwelling ſhare. A thouſand times 


5 
Hehad no weapon, but his ſnepheards hooke, 
To ſerue thevengeance of his wrathfull wil z 
With which ſo ſternely he the monſter ſtrooke, 
Thattathe ground aitoniſhed he fell; 
Whence _ could recov'r, he did him quell, 
And hewing off his head, it preſented 
Before the teete of the faire Paſtorell ; 
Who, ſcarcely po from former feare exempted, 
im thankt,that had her death preuented. 


6 
From that day forth ſhe S. himto affe&t, 
And daily more her fauour to augment ; 
But Coridan for cowardizereicct, 
Fitto keepe theepe,vofir for loues content: 
The gentle heartſcornes baſe diſparagement. 
Yet Calidore did not deſpize him quight, 
But vſde him friendly for furtherintenc, 
That by his fellowſhip, hecolour might 


Like as the wounded Whale to ſhore flies tromthe mayne. Both his eſtate, and loue,from Skill of any wight. 


So well he woo'd her, and 7; he wroughther, 
With humble ſcruice, and with daily fure, 
That at the laſt vnto bis will he broughther 
Which he ſo wiſely well di&proſecure, 
That of his loue he reapt the timely fruit, 
And ioyed long incloſe fehicity ; 
Till Fortune fraught with malice, blind, and brute, 
That enuicslouers long proſperity, 
Blew vp a bittcr ſtorme of bole aduerſity. 
Itfortuned one day, when Clidere 
Was hunting in thewoods (as was his trade) 
Alawlele people, Brigants hight of yore, 
That neuer vide to liue by plough nor ſpade, 
Bur fed on ſpoile and booty, which they made 
Vpon their neighbours, which did nigh them border, 
The dwelling of theſe ſhepheards did inuade, 
And poild their bouſes, and themſelues did murder 3 
And droue away their flocke, with other much diſardet. 


Amongſt the reſt, the whicht then didpray, 
They ſpoild old Melibee of all he had, 
And all his people captine led away; 
Mongſt which this luckleſſe mpdanc was lad, t 
Faire Paſtorella, ſorrowfuil and (ad, 
Moſtſorrowfull, moſt ſad, that cuerſigh't, 
Now made theſpoile of theeues and Brigants bad, 
Which was the conqueſt of the gentleſt Kni ght, 
That cuer liv'd,andth'onely glory of his might. 


-- 


o 
With them alſo was Et. Coridon, 
And carried captiue by thoſe theeues away 
Who in the couert of the night, thatnone 
Mote thern deſcry,nor reſcucfrom their pray, 
Vato theirdwelling did them cloſe conuay. 
Their dwelling in alittle INand was, 
Couered with y woods, in which no way 
Appcar'd for peopleinnor out topaſle, 
Nor any footing find for oucr-growengrafle. _ 
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For vnderneath the and Se way was made, 
Through hollow caucs, thatno man more diſconer 
For thethick ſhrubs, which did them alwaies ſhade 
From view of living wight, and couered ouer : 
But darknefle drad and daily nightdid houer 
Through all the inncr parts, wherein they dwelt. 
Nelightned was with window, nor with louer, 
But with contiouall candle-light, which dealt 

A doubrfull ſenſe of things, notſo well ſcen, as felt. 


42 
Hither thoſe Br: gants brought theirpreſent pray, 
And kept them with continuall watch and ward ; 
Meaning ſo ſoone, as they conuenicnt may, 
For laues to ſell them, for no {mall reward, 
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To merchants, which them kept in bondage hard, 
Or ſold againe. Now when faire Paſtorell 
Into this place was brought, and kept with gard 
Of griefly thecues, ſhe thought her ſelfe inFel] , 
Where with ſuch damaed fiends ſhe ſhould in darknes dwel. 


Butfor to tell the dolefull F. ER 
And pitrifull complaints, which there ſhe made 
(Where day and night ſhe nought did but lament 
Her wretched life, thur vp in deadly ſhade, 
And waſte her goodly beauty, which did fade 
Like to a lowre, that feeles no heare of ſunne, 
Which may her feeble leaves with comfort glade) 
And what befell her inthat theew:ſh wonne, 

Will ia another Canto betterbe begonne. 


The theenes fall out for Paſtorell, 


IWhileſt Melibee ts ſlaine : 
Her ,Calidore from them redeemes, 
And bringetbbacke againe. 
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He ioyes of loue, if they ſhould ever laſt, 
Without affiCtion or dilquictneſle, 
That worldly chaunces doe amoneſt them caſt, 
Would be on earth too great a bleſſedneſle, 
iker to heauen then morrall wretchedneſle, 

Therefore thewioged god, to let men weet, 

That here onearth isno ſure happineſle, 

A thouſand ſowres hath tempred with one ſweet, 
To make it ſcem more deare and dainty, as 1s mect. 


Like as is now befalne to this fairemayde, 
Fairc Paſtorell, of whom is now my ſong: 
Who being now 1n dreadfull darknefle layd, 
Amongſt thoſe theeues, which herin bondageſtrong 
Detaynd; yet Fortune,not with all this wrong 
Contented, greater miſchiefe on her threw, 
And ſorrowes heapt on herin greater throng ; 
That who-ſo heares her heauineſſe, would rew 
Andpiric hcrſad plight ,{o chang'd from pleaſant hew, 


| : 
Whal'ſtthus ſhe in theſe helliſh dens remained, 
Wrapped in wretched cares and hearts vorefſt, 
It; > befell (as Fortune had ordained) 


- Thathe, which was their Capitaineprofeſt, 


— 
3 
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And had the chiefe commaund of all thereſt, 

Oneday as he did all his priſoners view, 

With luſtfulleyes beheld that louely gueſt, 

Faire Paſtorella; whole fad mournfullhew 
Like the fare Morning clad in miſty fog did ſhew. 


4 

Artſight whereof his barbarous heart was fired, 

And inly burnt with flames moſt ragi g hot, 

That her alone hefor his part defired.- 

Of all the other prey, which they had gor, 

And her in minde did to himlfelfe allot. 

From thar day forth he kindnefſe to her ſhewed, 

And ſoughther loue, by all the meanes he more z 

With looks, with words, with gifts he oft her wowed: 
And mixed threars among, and much vnto her yowed. 


5 
Bur all that euer he could doeor (ay, 
Her conſtant mind could not a whit remoue, 
Nordraw vnto the lure of his lewd lay, 
To grant him fauour, or afford him loue. 
Yet ceaſt he not to ſew and all waies proue, 
By which he mote accompliſh hisrequeſt, 
Saying and doing all that mote behoue ; 
Ne day nor _ heſuftred her toreſt, 
But her altnight id watch, and all the day moleſt. 
Ar 


a 
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Atlaſt,when him ſhe ſo importune ſawe, 

Fearwyg leaſt he at nk the raines would lend 

Vato his luſt, and s his will his lawe, 

Sith in his powre ſhe was to foe or friend; 

She thought it beſt, for ſhadow topretend 

Some ſhew of fauour, by him gracing ſmall, 

T hat ſhe thereby mote either freely wend, 

Or at morecale continuc there histhrall; 
Alittle well is lent, that gaineth morewithall. 


7 
So from thenceforth, when loue heto her made, 
With better tearmes ſhe did hum entertaine : 
Which gaue him hope, and did him halfe perſwade, 


Th.the inte her 1oyance ſhould obtaine. 


Bur when ſhe ſawe, _— that (mall fauours gaine, 


That further, then ſhe willing was, hepreſt; 
She found no meanes to barre him, but to taine 
A odaine ficknefle, which her ſore oppreſt, 
And made vntit to {crue his lawlefle mindes beheaſt. 
8 


By meanes whereof, ſhe would not him permit 
Once to approach to her in priuity, 
But onely mongſt the reſt by her to fit, 
Mournipg the r1gour of her malady, 
And ſecking all things meetfor remedy. 
But ſhereſolv'd no remedy to finde, 
Nor better cheare to ſhew in milery, 
T1ll Fortune would her captiuc bonds vnbinde. 
Her ficknelle was not of the body,bur the minde. 


During which ſpace that aches ficke did ly, 
It ; mrs a ſort of merchants which were wont 
To skim thoſe coaſtes, for bondmen there to buy, 
And by ſuch traffique after gaines to hunt, 
Arriued io this Ile (though bare and blunt) 
T'inquire for flaues ; where being _— 
By ſome of theſe ſame theeues atth'inſtantbrunt, 
Were brought vato thery C.praine, who was ſet 
By his faire Patients fide with (orrowfullregret. 
10 
To whom they ſhewed, how thoſe merchants were 
Arriu'din - tn their bondſlaues for to buy; 
And hacker prayd, that thoſe ſame caprtiues there 
Moteto them for their moſt commodity 
Be ſold, and mongſt them ſhared equally, 
T his theirrequeſt the Captaine appalled; 
Yetcould he not their iuſt demand deny, 
And willed ſtreight the flaues ſhouldforth he called, 


And ſold for moſt aduantage not to beforſtalled. 


I | 

Then forth the good old Melibee was brought, 
And Coridon, with m_ _ 75 
Whom they before in diuerſe ſpoiles t; 
All ered to the marchanes (ale did ons. 
Till ſome, which did the ſundry priſoners knowe, 
Gan to inquire for the faire ſhepheardeſle, 
Which with the reſt they took notlong agoe , 
And gan her form and ro © 

The more t'augmet her price, red. 


praiſcofcomlineſs. Such wasthecooflidt of thoſe 


I2 
Towhomthe Captaine in full angry wize 
Made anſwere, that the Mayd 2 whom they ſpake, 
Was his owne purchaſe and his onely prize: 
With which none had to doe, ne ought partake, 
But he himſelfe which did that conqueſt make; 
Littlefor him to haue oe filly lafſe: 
Beſides, through ficknefſenow fo wan and weake, 
That nothing meetin marchandile to pals. 
So ſhew'd them her, to prouc how pale & weake ſhewas. 


z 
The ſight of whom, dhovgh now decayd and mard, 
And eke bur hardly ſcene by cendin-bade : 
Yer like a Diamond of rich regard, 
In douhtfull ſhadowe of the darkſome night, 
With ſtarry beames about her ſhinivg bright, 
Theſe marchants fixed eyes did ſo amaze, 
Thar what through wonder, & whatthrough delight, 
Awhule on her they greedily did gaze, 
And did her greatly like, and did her greatly praize. 


I 
Art laſt, when all the reſt hi offred were, 
And prices to them placed atthcir pleaſure, 
They all refuſed in regard of her, 
Ne ought would buy, how-cuer pris'd with meaſure, 
Withouten her, whoſe worth aboue all threalfure 
They did eſteem, and offred ſtore of gold. 
But then the Captaine fraught with more diſpleaſure, 
Bad them be ſtill, his Loue thould notbe ſold : 
The reſt take if they would, he herto lym would hold. 


I X 
Therewith, ſome other of F chiefeſt theeues 
om him badeſuch iniury forbeare z 
For, that ſame maid, how-cuer ithim grieves, 
Should with the reſt befold before him there, 
To maketheprices of thereſt more deare. 
That with great rage he ſtoutly dothdenay 
And fiercely drawing forth his blade,doth ſweare, 
That who-lo as, Gy on her doth lay, 
It dearely ſhall aby, and death for hand(ell pay. 
6 


I 

Thus as they words amongſt them multiply, 

They fallto ſtrokes, the fruit of too < talke : 

And - mad ſtcele about doth fiercely flic, 

Not ſparing wight, ne leauing an ©, 

But making way for death at _ to walke; 

Who ,in the horror of the grieſly night, 

In thouſand dreadfull ſhapes doth mongſt them ſtalke, 

And makes huge hauocke, whiles the candle light 


| Out-quenched, leaues no skill nor difference of wight. 


17 


Doefall to — ing each to 

The great jon of grad ; 

All onco heaps themſclues aflay, 

And ſnatch, and bite, and rend, and tug, andteare; 

That who them ſees, would wonder at theirfray 3 

And who ſees not, would be affraydto heare: 
cn i_erches 
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Bur firſt of all, their captives they do kill, 
Leaſt they ſhould ioyne againſt the weaker fide, 
Or riſe againſt the remnant at their will : 
Old Melibee is ſlaine, and him befide 
His aged wife, with - «20 wide: 
Bur Coridon,eſcaping craftily, ; 
Creeps foith of dores, whilſt darkneſſe him doth hide, 
And flies away as faſt as he can hye, 
Ne ſtayeth leauc to take, before his friends doe dye. 


I 

But Paſtorella, wofull ma Elfe, 
Was by the Captaine all this while defended : 
Who minding more her ſatcty then himſclfe, 
His target alwaies ouer herpretended ; 
By meanes whereof, that mote not be amended, 
He atthe length was ſlaine,and layd on ground ; 
Yet holding faſt twixt both his armcs extended 
Fayre Paſtorell, who with the ſelfc ſame wound 


Lanc't through the arm, fel down with himin drery ſwoud. 


20 
There lay ſhe couered with confuſed preafſe 
Of carcaſcs,which dying on herfcll. 
Tho, when as he was dead, the fray gan ceaſle, 
And each to other calling, did compell 
To ſtay their cruell hands from ſlaughter fell, 
Sith they that werethe cauſe of all, were gone. 
T hereto they all at once agreed well, 
And lighting candles new, gan ſearch anone, 
How many of their friends were {laine, how many fone. 


2I 
Their Captaine there they cruelly found kild, 
And in his armes the drery dying mayd, 
Like a ſweet Angell twixttwo clouds vp-hild ; 
Her louely light was dimmed and decayd, 
With cloud of death vpon her eyes difplayd 
Yetdid the cloud make cuen that dimmcd light 
Seeme much more louely in that darkneflelayd, 
An4twixtthe twinkling of her eye-lids bright, 
To ſparke out little beames, like ſtarresin foggy nights 


22 
But when they mov'd the carcaſcs aſide, 
They found tharlife did yet in herremaine; 
Then all their helpes they buſily app!ide, 
Tocall the ſoule backe to her home againe; 
And wrovght ſo well with labour and long paine, 
That they to life recovered her atlaſt. 
Who ſighig ſore, as if her heartin twaine 
Had nucn been, and all herhart-ſtrings braſt, 
With dreary drouping cyne lookt vp like one aghaſt. 
2 


Thereſhe beheld, that ſore bo griev'dto ſee, 
- Herfather and her friends about her lying, 

Herſelfe ſole left, a ſecond ſpoile to be 
Of thoſe, that hauing ſaucd her from dying, 
Renew'd her death b timely death denying : 
Whatnow 15 left her, but to wayle and weepe, 
Wringing her hands, and ruefully loud crying ? 
Ne cared ſhe her wound in teares to ſteepe 

Albewnh all their might thoſe Brigants her did keepe. 


—_— —_— 
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But when they ſawe her now reviy'd again, 

They left her fo, in ce of one the beſt 

Of many worſt, who with vnkinde di{daine 

And cruell rigour her did much moleſt; 

Scarce ycelding her due food, or timely reſt, 

And ſcarſely ſuffring her infeſtred wound, 

That ſoreher payn'd, by any to be dreſt. 

So lcauewe her in wretched thraldome bound, - 
Aud turne we backe to Calidore, where we him found. 


2 
Who when he backe a from the wood, 
And ſaw his ſhepheards cottage ſpoyled quight, 
And his Louereftaway, he wexed wood, 
And halfe enraged at that ructull fight ; 
That cuen his —_ for very fell deipight, 
And his owne fleſh he ready was toteare: 
He chauft, he griey'd, he fretced, and he figh't, 
And fared like a furious wile Beare, 
Whale whelps are ſtolne awzy, ſhe being other-where. 
26 
Ne wight he found, to whom he might complaine, 
Newight he found of wbom he might inquires 
That more increaſt the anguiſh of his paine, 
He ſought the woods, but no man could ſee there: 
He ſought the Plaines ; but could no tydings heare, 
The woods did nought but ecchoes vaine rebound ; 
ThePlaines all waſte and empty did appeare: 
Where wont the ſhepheards oft their pipesreſound, 
And feed an hundred flocks, there now not onche found. 
27 
Atlaſt, azthere he romed vp and downe, 
Hechaunc't one comming towards himto ſpy, 
Thatſcem'd to be ſome ſory ſimple clowne, 
With ragged weeds, andlockes vp-ſtaring hie, 
As if he d1d from ſome late danger fie, 
And yet his feare did follow him bchind : 
Who as he voro him approchednie,, 
He mote perceiue by fignes, which he did finde, 
That Coridon it was, the filly ſhepheards hynd, 
28 


Tho,to him running faſt, he did not ſtay 
Togreethum firſt, but askt where were the reſt; 
Where Paftorel ? who full of freſh diſmay, 

And guſhing forth in teares, was lo oppreſt, 

That he no word could ſpeake, but ſmut his breſt, 

And vp to heauen hiseyes fait ſtreaming threw, 

Whereat the Knight amaz'd, yetdid notreſt, 

But askt againe, what meant thatrufull hew : 
Where was his Paſtorell ? where all the other crew? 


2 
Ah well away, fayd he then Soking ſore, 
That cuer I did liue, this day to ſee, 
This diſmall day, and was notdead before, . 
Before I {aw faire Paſtorelladyc. 
Die ? outalas then Calidore did cry : 
How could the death dare euer her to quell 2 
But read thou ſhepheard, read what defliny, 
Or other dircfull hap from heauen or hell 
Hath wrought this wickeddeed: doe feareaway, and tell. 
Tho 
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Tho, when the ſhepheard * angry had awhile, 

He thus began : Where ſhall I hen commence 

This wofull tale? or how thoſe Brigants vile, 

VVith cruellrage, and dreadfull violence 

Spoild all our cots, and carried vs from hence? 

Or how faire Paftorell ſhould haue been ſold 

To Marchants, but was ſau'd with ſtrong defence? 

Or how thoſe theeues, whil'ſt one ſought her to hold, 
Fell all at ods, and fought through fury fierce and bold. 


I 
In that ſame conflit (woe 5 me) befell 
This fatall chaunce, this dolefull accident, 
V Vhole heauy tydiggs now [ hauetotell. 
Firſt, all the capriues which they here had hent, 
Were by them ſlaine by generall conſent; 
Old Melibe, and his good wife withall 
Thele eyes ſaw dic, and deerely did lament: 
But when the lot to Paſtorell did Fall, 
Their Captaine long withſtood, & did her death forſtall, 
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But what could hegainſt al them doe alone ? 

It could not boote; needes mote ſhe dic atlaſt ; 

I onely ſcap't through great confuſion 

Of cries andclamors, which amongſt them paſt, 

Indreadfull darknefle, dreadfully aghaſt; 

That better were with them to hauc been dead, 

Then here to ſee all deſolate and waſte, 

Deſpoiled of thoſe toyes and iolly head 
Which with thoſe gentle ſhepheards here I wonttolead. 


When Calidore theſe rr hadraught, 
His hart quite deaded was with anguiſh great, 
And all his wits with doole were nigh diſtraught; 
That he his face, his head, his breatt did beate, 
And death itſelfe vato himſelfe did threat; 
Oft curſing th'heauevs, that ſo cruell were 
To her, whoſe nimehe often did repeat; 
Andwiſhiog oft, that he were preſentthere, 

When ſhe was laine, or had been to her ſuccour nere. 
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Bur after griefe awhile had had his courſe, 

And ſpent it ſelfe in mourninghe at laſt 

Began to mutigate hiAwelling ſourle, 

And in his mind with better reaſon caſt, 

How he mightſauc her life, if life did Laſt ; 

Or if that dead, how he her death might wreake, 

Sith otherwiſe he could not mend thing paſt ; 

Or if it to reuenge he were too weake, 
Then for to die with her, and his liues threed to breake. 


35 
Tho, Cor:don he prays, fith he well knew 

The ready way vato that thieuiſh wonne, 

To wend with him, and be his conduct trew 
Vnto the place, to ſee what ſhould be donne. 

Bur he, whoſe hart through feare was late fordonne, 
Would not for ought be drawne to former dreed; 
But by all meanes the danger knowne did ſhonne: 
Yet Calidore, ſo well him wrought with meed, 

And fuire beſpoke with words, that he ax laſt agreed. 


36 
So,forth th together (God before) 
Both clade heards weeds agrecably, 
And both with ſhepheards hookes : But Calidore 
Had vnderneath, him armed priuily, 
Tho, to the place when him approched nie, 
They chaunc't vpon an hill, notfurre away, 
Some flocks of ſheepe and ſhepheards ro elpy ; 
To'whom they both agreed to take their way, 
In hope there newes to learne, how they mote beſt aſlay. 
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There did they find, thar which they did not feare, 

The ſelfe lame flocks, the which thoſe thicues had reft 

From Melibe and from themſclues whyleare, 

And certaine of the thicues there by them left, 

The which for want of heards themlclues then kept, 

Right well knew Coridon his owne late ſheepe, 

And ſecing them, for tender pitry wept : 

But when ke ſaw the thieues which did them keepe, 
His hart gan faile, albe he ſaw them all aſleepe. 


8 
Burt Calidore, recomforting bis griefe, 
Though not his feare : for, nought may feare difſwadt; 
Him hardly forward drew, where-as the thiefe 
Lay ſleeping ſoundly in the buſhes ſhade, 
Whom Coridon him counſeld ro inuade 
Now all vawares, and take the ſpoile away 3 
But he, thatin his mind had cloſely made 
A further purpoſe, would notſo them lay, 
Bur gently waking them, gaue them the time of day. 


Tho, ſitting downe by them yponthe Greene, 
Of ſundry things he purpoſe gan to faine; 
That he by them might certaine tydings weene 
Of Paftorell, were ſhe aliue orlaine. 
Mongſt which,the thicues them queſtioned againe, 
What miſter men, and eke from whencethey were. 
To whotn they anfiwer'd, as did appertaine, (lere 
That they were poore heard-groomes;the which why- 
Had from their maiſters fled, & now ſoughthire cl{where. 


40 
Whereof right glad they ſeem'd, and offer made 
To hire them well,ifthey their flocks would keepe : 
For, they themſclues, were cuill-groomes, they fa , 
Vowont with heards to watch, or paſture ſheepe, 
Bur to forray the Land, orſcourethe deepe. 
There-tothey ſoone agreed, and carneſt tooke, 
To keepe their flocks for little hire and chepe: 
For, they for better hire did ſhortly looke; 
So there all day they bode, till light the sky forſooke. 
I 


4 
Tho, when-as towards darkſomenightit drew, 
Vnto their helliſh denges thoſe thicues them brought 
Where ſhortly they in great acquaintance grew, 
And all theſecrets of their entrailes ſought. 
There did they find (contrary to their Fopght) 
That Paſtorell yer liv'd; butallthereſt 
Were dead, rightſo as Coridon had taught: 
Whereof they both full glad and blithe didreſt, 
But ny Calidore, whom gricfe had moſt poſleſt. F 
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42 
Atlength, when they occaſion firreſtfound, 
In dead of night, when all the theeues did reſt 
Aﬀeer a late forray, and lept full ſound, 
Sir Calidore him arm'd, _= w_ beſt, 
Hauing of late (by diligent inqueſt) 
Prouided him a ſword of meaneſt ſort : 
With which he ſtraight went to the Captaines neſt. 
But Coridon durſt not with him conſort, 
Ne durſt abide behind, for dread of worle effort. 


When to the Cauethey cums they found it faſt: 
But Calidore, with huge reſiſtlefſe might, 
The dores aflailed, and the locks jy 
With noyle whereof the theefe wn Pan light, 
Vato the cntrance ran : where the bold Knight | 
Encountring him with (mall refiſtanceflew ; 
The whiles faire Paſtorell through great affright 
Was almoſt dead, mildoubting leaſt of new 


Some vp-rore were like that, which lately ſhe did view. 
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But when as Calidore was h,.. 2h in, 
And gan aloud for Paſtorellto call ; 
Knowing his voice (although notheard long fin) 
She ſuddaine was reviued there-withall, 
And wondrous ioy feltin herfpirits thrall: 
Like him thatbeeing long intempeſttolt, 
LO howreinto deaths mouth to fall, 
Arlength, eſpies athand the happ coaſt, 

On which he Gaery hopes, that feard to be loſt, 


Her gentle hart, that now bn ſcafon paſt 
Had neuer ioyancefelt, nor chearchull thought, 
Began ſome ſmack of comfortnew to taſte, 
Like lifefull heatto nummed ſenſes brought, 
And life to feele, thatlong for death had ſought : 
Nelefle in hartreioyced Calidore 
When he her found; bur like to one diſtraught 
Androbd of reaſon, towards herhim bore, 


A thouſand times embrac't, and kiſt a thouſand more. 
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But now by this, with noiſc of late vp-rore, 
The hue and cry was raiſed all about; 
Andall the Brigants, flocking in great ſtore, 
Vnto the Caue gan preace, nought hauing doubt 
Of that was done, and entred in a rout. 
But Calidore, in th'entry cloſe did ſtand, 
And entertaining them with courage ſtout, 
Still lew the formoſt that came firſt to hand, 
So long, till allthe catry was with bodies mand. 


47 
Tho, when no morecould nigh to him approche, 
He breath'd his ſword, and reſted him nll day : 
Which when he ſpide ypon the earth rencroche, 
Through the dead carcafles he made his way 3 
Mongit which hefound a ſword of better fay, 
With which beforth went into th'open light ; 
Where all the reſt for him did ready ſtay, 
And fierce aflailing him, with all their might 
Ganall ypon him lay : there gan a dreadfull Gphe. 
48 


How many flies in hotteſt Sommers day 

Doe ſcize ypon ſome beaſt, whoſe fleſh is bare, 

That all the place with ſwarmes = ouer-lay, 

And with their little ſtings right telly fare ; 

So many thicues about hum {warming are, 

All which doc him aſlaile on euery fide, 

And ſore oppreſle, ne any him doth ſpare : 

Bur he doth with his raging brond diuide : 
Their thickeſt troupes, & round about him ſcattreth wide. 


49 
Like as aLion mongſt an heard of Dere, 
Diſperſeth them to catch his choiceſt pray; 
So did he flie amongſt them here and there, 
And allthat neere him cawe,did hewe & flay, 
Till he had ſtrow'd with bodies all the way 3 
Thatnone his danger daring to abide, 
Fled from his wrath, and did themſelues conuay 
Into their Caues, their heads from death to hide, 
Ne any left, that viftory to him envide. 


O 

Then backe returning to ki deareſt Deare, 
He hergan torecomforr all he might, 
With gladfullſpeeches,and with louely chearez 
And forth her helnging tothe oyeurtighs, 
Wherecof ſhe long had lackt the wiſhful fight, 
Deuiz'd all —_ meanes, from her to driue 
The ſad remembrance of her wretched plight. 
So,her vneath atlaſt he did reviue, 

That long had lien dead, and made againealiue. 


I 
This doen, into thoſe chiculſh dennes he went, 
And thence did all the ſpoiles and threaſures take, 
Which they from many long Rad robd andrent, 
But fortune now the Vitors meed did make; 
Of which the beſt he did his Loue betake ; 
And alſo all thoſe flocks, whichthey before 
Hadreft from Melibe, and from-his Make, 
He did themall to Coridon reſtore. : 
So,drouc them all away,and his Louc with him bore. Pore 
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I 
= Ike as a ſhip, that through the Ocean wide 


[= JF. 
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N= And ſhe herſelfe in | 97 ſurges toſt ; 
Yermaking many a borde, and many a bay, 
Still winneth way, nc hath her compaſleloit: 
Right ſo it fares with mein this long way, 
Whole courſe is often ſtaid, yet neuer 15 aſtray. 


Is met of many a counter wind and tide, 
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For, all that hitherto hath long delaid 

This gentle Knight, from tewiog his firſt queſt, 

Though out of courſe, yet hath notbeen miſ-ſaid, 

To ſhew the courtefic by him profeſt, 

Euen vnto the loweſt and theleaſt. 

But now I come into my courle againe, 

To his atchiuement of the Blatant Beaſt ; 

Who all this while at will did range and raine, 
Whilſt none was him to ſtop, nor none him toreſtraine. 


Sir Calidore, when thus he Ry had raught 
Faire Paſtorella from thoſe Brigants powre, 
Vnto the Caſtle of Belgard her brought, 
Whereof was Lord the good Sir Bellamoure; 
Who whylome was in his youthes freſheſt lowre 
A luſtic Knight, as cuer wielded ſpeaxe, | 
And had endured many a dreadfull ſtoure 
In bloudy barrell for aLady deare, 

The faireſt Lady then of all that liuing were. 


Her name was Claribell : whoſe father hight 
The Lord of Many 1lands, farre renownd 
For his great riches, and his greater might. 
He, through the wealth wherein he did abound, 
This dau = thought in wedlocke to haue bound 
Vntothe Prince of Piteland, bordering nere; 
Bur ſhee, whoſe fides beforewath ſecret wound 
Of loue to Bellamoure empearced were, 
By all mcancs ſhund to with any forraine feers, 


i 


Dire&s her courle vnto one certaine coaſt, 


With which her winged ſpeedis ler & croſt, 
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5 
And Bellamoure againe ſo well her pleaſed, 
With daily ſeruize and attendance dew, 
T hat of her loue he was entirely ſeized, 
And cloſely did her wed, but knowne to few. 
V Vhich when her father vnderſtood, he grew 
In ſo greatrage,thatthem in dungeon deepe 
VVithout compaſſion cruelly he threw ; 
Yer did ſo ſtraightly them alunder keepe, 
That ncither could to company of th'other creepe, 
6 


Nath'lefle, Sir Bellamowre, whether through 
Or ſecret gifts, [o with his Keepers wr t, 
That to has Loue ſometimes he came inplace; 
Wherof, her wombevowiſt to wight was fraught, 
And in due time a maiden child forth brought. 
Which ſhe ſtraight way (for dreadleaſt if her Sire : 
Should know thereof, tofley he would haye ſought) 
Deliuer'd to her handmaid,that (for hire) 

She ſhould it cauſe be foſtred vader ſtrange attire. 


7 
The truſtie Damzell, bearing itabroad 
Into the emptic fields, where ___ wight 
_ not bewray the ous of _= _ 
She forth gan lay vnto the i 
The ns take - $4.40 a Poke. 
Whom, whil'tſhe did with watry eyne behold, 
Vpon the little breaſt (like cryſtall bright) 
She mote percciue alittle purple mold, 
Thar like a Roſe, her ſilken leaucs did faire vnfold, 
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VVell ſhe it markt, and pittied the more, 
Yetcould not remedie her wretched caſe; 
But cloſing it againe like as before, 
Bedeaw'd with teares there leftitinthe place: 
Yet left not quite, burdsew alictle (pace 
Behind the buſhes, where ſhe her did hide, 
To weet what mortall hand, or heauens grace 
Would forthe wretchedinfanrs helpe prouide, 
For yr loudly cald, and pittifully cride, 
3. 
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Ar length, a Shepheard, which there-by did keepe 
His fleecte flocke vpon the Plaines around, 
Led with the infants cry, that loud did weepe, 
Came tothe placez where when he wrapped found 
Th'abandond {poile, hefoftly itvnbound : 
And ſecing there thatdid him pitty ſore, 
He tookeat vp, andin his mantle wound; 
So,home vato his honeſt wife it bore, 

Who as her owne itnurft, and named cuermore. 


” - 
Thus long continu'd Claribell a thrall, 
And Bellameure in bands, till that her fire 
Departed life, and left vntothem all. 
Then all the ſtormes of Fortunes former ire 
Were turnd, and they to freedome did retire. 
Thence-forth, they 10y'd in happineſle together, 
And liued long in peace and loue entire, 
VVithout diſquict, or diſlike of cither, 
Till time that Calidore brought Paſtorella thither. 
II 
Both whom they goodly well did entertaine ; 
For, Bellamoure knew Calidore right well, 
And loucd for hisprowelle, iith they twaine 
Long fince had foughtin field. Als Claribell 
No leſſe did tender the faire Paſtorell, 
Secing her weake and wan, through durancelong. 
There they awhile together thus did dwell 
In much delight, and many ioyes among, 


Vnuill thedamzell gan to wex more found and ſtrong. 
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Tho, gan Sir Calidore him to adviſe 
Of his firſt queſt, which he had long forlore; 
Aſham'dto thinke, how he that enterpriſe, 
The which the Facry Queene had long afore 
Bequeath'd to him, for{lacked had fo fore; 
That much he feared, leaſtreprochetull blame, 
With foule dishonour him mote blot therefore ; 
Beſides the lofle of ſo much praiſe and fame, 


As through the world there-by ſhould glorific his name, 


I 

Thercforcreſoluing to a in haſte 
Vnto ſo greatatchicuement, hee bethou ght 
To leauc his Loue, now perill _— paſt, 
VVith Claribell, whil'ſt he that monſter ſought 
Throughout the world, and to deſtrution brought, 
So, taking leaue of his faire Paſtprell 
(Whom to recomfort, all the meanes he wrought) 
VVith thanks to Bellamowre and Claribell, 

He went forth on his queſt, and did thathim befell. 


I4 
But firſt, ere I doe his adventures tell, 
In this exploit, meneedeth to declare 
What did betide tothefaire Paſtorell, 
Duriag his abſence left in heauy care, 
Through daily mourning, and nightly misfare: 
Yet did thatauncient Matrone all ſhe might, 
To cheriſh her with all things choice and rare ; 
And her owne hand-maid, that Meliſſa hight, 
Appointed to attend her dewly day and night. 


I5 
Who, in a morning, when this Maidenfaire 
Was dighting her(hauing her ſnowy breſt 
As yetnot laced, norher golden haire 
Into their comely trefles dewly dreſt) 
Chaunc'tto «ſpy vpon her Iyorie cheſt 
The rolie marke, which ſhe remembred well 
Thatlittle Infant had, which forth ſhe keſt, 
The daughter of her Lady Claribell, 
The which ſhe bore, the whules in priſon ſhe did dwell, 
16 


VVhich well avizing, ftraightſhegantocaſt 
In her conceitfull mind; that this faire Maid, 
Was thatſame infant, which ſolong fincepaſt 
Shee in the open helds hadloofely laid 
To Fortunes {poile, ynableit toayd. 
So, full of ioy, ſtraight forth ſhe ran in haſte 
Vato her Miſtrefle, becing halfe dilmaid, 
Torell her, how the heauens had her grac't, 
To laue her child, which in misfortunes mouth was plac't, 


17 

The ſober mother, ſeeing ſuch hermood 
(Yet knowing not what meant that ſuddainethro) 
Askther, how mote her words be vaderſtood, 
And whatthe matter was that moou'd hero. 
My liefe, ſaid ſhee, ye know, that long ygo, 
Whilſt yee in durance dwelt, yeto me gaue 
Alittle maid, the which ye childedtho ; 
The ſame againe if now ye liſt to haue, 


Theſame is yonder Lady, whom high God did ſaue, 


18 
Much was the Lady troubled atthatſpeach, 
And gan to queſtion ſtreight how ſhe it knew. 
Moſt certaine marks, ſaid ſhe, doe me it teach ; 
For, on her breſt I with theſe eyes did view 
The little purple roſe, which there-on grew, 
Where-ot her name ye then to her did giue. 
Beſides, her countenaunce, and her likely hew, 
Matched with equall yeercs,do ſurely pricue, 
That yond ſame is your daughter ſure, Ay 
I 
The Matrone ſtaid no Jengerts enquire, 
Burforth in haſte ranto the ſtranger Maid; 
Whom catching greedily for great deſire, 
Rent vp her breſt, and boſome open laid ; 
In which that roſe ſhe plainely ſaw diſplaid. 
Then her embracing twixt her armes twaine, 
Shelong lo held, and ſoftly weeping ſaid ; 
And leſt thou my daughter now againe ? 
And art thou yetaliue, whom deadT long did faine ? 


20 
Tho, further asking her of ſundry things, 
And times companng with their accidents, 
She found at laſt, by very certaine fignes, 
And ſpeaking markes of palled monuments, 
Thar this young Maid, whom chanceto herpreſents, 
Is her owne daughter, her owne infant deate, 
Tho, wondring long atthoſeſo ſtrange cuents, 
A thouſand times ſhe her embraced neare, 


With many a ioyfull kiſſe, and many a meking teare. 


0 


ch yet doth liue, 
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V Vho-cuer is the mother of one child, And therein were athquſand tongues empight, 
Which hauing thought long dead, ſhe findes aliue, . Of ſundry kindes, and _ quality 3 
Let her by proofe of that which ſhe hath filde Some were of dogs, that barked = and night, 
In her owne breaſt, this mothers ioy deſcriue : And ſome of cats, that wrawliog ſhll did cry : 
For, other none ſuch paſſion can contriue And ſome of Beares, that groynd continually; 
Ia perfe& forme, as this | _ Lady felt, And ſome of Tigres, that did ſeemeto gren, 
When ſhe fo faire a daughter ſaw ſuruiue, And ſoar at all, thateuer paſſed by : 
As Paſtorella was, that nigh ſhe ſwelr But moſt of them were tongues of mortallmen, _ 
For paſſing i1oy, which did ito putty melt. Which ſpake reprochefully _ caring where nor when. 
22 2 
Thence running forth ynto her loued Lord, 


And them amongſt, were mingled here and there, 
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She vnto him recounted all that fell : 

Who, ioyning ioy with her in one accord, 

Acknowledg'd for his owne faire Paſtorell. 

There leaue wethem in ioy, andlet vs tell 

Of Calidore; who ſecking all this while 

That monſtrous Beaſt by finall forceto quell, 

Through euery place, with reſtlefle paine and toile 
Him follow'd, by the track of his outragious ſpoile. 
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Through all eſtates he Gandibet he had paſt, 

In which he many maſſacres had left, 

And to the Clergy now was come at laſt ; 

In which ſuch ſpoile, ſuch hauock, and ſuch theft 

He wrought, that thence all goodnefle he berctt, 

That endlefle were to tell. The Elfin Knight, 

Who now no place beſides vnſought had left, 

Atlength into a Monaſtere did light, 
Where he him found deſpoiling all with maine & might. 


24 
Into their Cloy ſters now he broken had, 
Through whichthe Monkes he chaced heere & there, 
And them purſu'd into their dortours ſad, 
And ſearched all their Cels and ſecrets neare; * 
In which, what filth and ordure did appeare, 
Were irkeſome to report; Yet that toule Beaſt, 
Noughtſpaning them, the more did tofſceand teare, 
And ranſack all their dennes from moſt to leaſt, 
Regarding nought religion, northeir holy healt. 


2 
From thence, into the ſac Gar Church he broke, 
And robd the Chancell, and the deskes downe threw, 
And Alrars fouled, and blafphemy ſpoke; 
And the Images, for all their goodly hew, 
Did caſt to ground, whil'ſtnone was them torew3 
So all confounded and diſordered there. 
But ſeeipg Calidore, away he flew, 
Knowing his farall hand by former feare; 
But he him taſt purſuing, ſoone approched neare. 
26 
Him in anarrow place he ouertooke, | 
And fierceafſaling, forc'thimturne againe : 
Sternely he turnd againe, when he him ſtrooke 
With his ſharpe ſteele, and ranat him amaine 
With open mouth, that ſeemed to containe 
A full good peck within the vtmoſt brim, 
All ſet with ironteeth in ranges twaine, 
Thatterrifide his foes, and armed him, 


Appearing like the mouth of Orcws, grifly grin. 


The tongues of Serpents, with three forked ſtings, 
That ſpat out poyſon and gore bloudy gere 

Arall chat came within his rauenings, 

And ſpakelicentious words, and hatefull rhings 
Of good and bad alike, of lowe and hic 3 

Ne Keſars ſpared he a whit, nor Kings, 

Bur either blotted them with infamy, 


Or bitthem with his banefull teeth of iniury. 
2 
But Calidore, thereof no whicafraid, 


Re'ncountred him with ſo imperyous might, 
That th'outrage of his violence he ſtaid, 

And bet abacke, threatniog in vaineto bite, 
And petting forth the poyton of his ſpight, 
Thatfomed all about his bloudy iawes, 

Tho, rearing vp his former feet on hight, 
He ramptvypon him with his rauenous pawes, 


As if he would have rent him with his cruell clawes. 


Oo 


3 
But he, right well aware his rage to ward, 


Did caſt his ſhield atweene; 2nd there-withall, 
Purring his puilſance forth, purſu'd fo bard, 
That backward he enforced him to fall: 

And beeing downe, ere he new helpe could call, 
His ſhield he on him threw, and fait downe held ; 
Like as a bullocke, that in bloudy ſtall 

Of butchers balefull band ro ground is feld, 


Is forcibly kept downe, till he bethroughly queld. 


31 
Full cruelly the Beaſt did rage and rore, 


To be ; ns held, and maiſtred ſo with might, 
That he gan fret and fome ourbloudy gore, 
Striving in vaine to reare himſelfe yp-nght. : 
For, ſtill the more he ſtroue, the more the Knight 
Did him ſuppreſle, and forcibly ſubdew ; 

That made him almoſt mad for fell deſpight. 

He grind, he bit, he {cratcht, he venim threw, 


And fared like a fiend, right horrible in hew. 
| 32 
Or like the hell-borne Hydra, which they faine 


"To crop his thouſand heads, 


That great Alcides whylome over-threw, 

Aﬀeer that he had labourd lovg in vaine, 

e whach ſtill new 
Forth budded, and in greater number grew. 
Such was the fury of this helliſh Beaſt, 
Whil'ſt Calidoretim vader hum downe threw ; 
Who nathemore his heauy load releaſt: . 


Bur you more herag'd, the more his powre increaft. 


. 3» Tho, 
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Tho, when the Beaſt ſaw '%... JD nought auaile 
By force, he gan his hundred tongues apply, 
And ſharply at him to rewle and raile, 
With bitter tearmies of ſhamefull infamy 3 
Oftinterlacing many a forged lie, 
Whoſelike he neuer once did ſpeake, nor heare, 
Nor euer thought thing ſo vnworthily : 
Yer did henought, forall that, him forbeare, 
But ſtrained him ſo ſtraightly, that he choakthim ncare. 


Arlaſt, when-as he found TY force to ſhrinke, 
Andrageto quaile, he tooke a muzzell ſtrong 
Of ſureſtiron, made with many alinke; 
There-with he muredvp his mouth along, 
Andthcrein ſhutyp his blaſphemous tong, 
For neuer moredefaming gentle Knight x 
Or ynto louely Lady dooing wrong : 

And there-ynto, a great long chaine he tight, 


With which he drew him forth, eucn in his ownedeſpight. 


5 
Like as whylome that h_ Tirynthian (waine, 
Brought forth with him the dreadfull dog of hell, 
gainſt his willfaſt bound in iron chaine; 
/ And roring horribly, did him compell 
To ſee the hatefull ſunne; that he might tell 
Togrieſly Pluto, what on carth was donne, 
Fo the other damned ghoſts, which dwell 
For aye in darkneſſe,which day light doth ſhonne : 
So led this Knight his captiue, with bke conqueſt wonne. 
; 6 


: 3” 
Yet greatly did the Beaſt repineat thoſe 
Strange bands, whole like till then he neuer bore, 
Ne euer any durſttill then impoſe, 
And chaufted inly, ſeeing now no more 
Him hberty was left aloud torore : 
Yetdurſt he not drawback; nor once withſtand 
The proucd powre of noble Calidore, 
But Sandia vnderneath his mighty hagd, 
And like afearefull dog him followed through the land. 


7 
Him through all Fa 4. he follow'd ſo, 
As if he een” had obedience _ 
Thar all the people where-ſo he did goe, 
Our of their townes didround about him throng, 


To ſee him lead thatBeaſt in bondape ſtrong ; 

And ſceing it, much wondred at the ighe : 

Andall fuck perſons,as he earſt did wrong, 

Reioyced much toſee his captiue plight, (Knight, 
And muchadmir'd the Beaſt, butmoreadmir'd the 


8 

Thus was this Monſter, byike maiſtring might 
Of doughty Calidore, ſuppreſt and tamed, 
Thatneuer more he mote endammage wight 
With his vile tongue, which many hat defamed, 
And many caulelele cauſed to be blamed : 
So did he cke long after this remaine, 
Vntill that (whether wickedfate ſoframed, 
Or fault of men) he broke his iron chaine, 

And got into the world at liberty againe, 


Thence-forth, more milchlehs & moreſcathe hee wrought 
To mortall men, then he had done before; 
Neeuer could by any more be brought 
Into like bands, ne maiſtred any more : 
Albethatlong time after Calidore, 
The good Sir Pelleas him tooke in hand ; 
Andafter him, Sir Lamorackg of yore, 
Andall his brethren borne in Britaine land; 
Yetnone of them could cuer bring him into band, 


O 
So now he —_—_— through the world againe, 
Andrageth ſore incach degree and ſtate ; 

Ne any 1s, that may him now reftraine, 
He growen is fo great and ſtrong of late, 
Barking,and biting all that him S bare, 
Albe they anietiins or cleare of crime : 
Ne ſpareth he moſt gentle wits to rate, 
Ne ſpareth he the gentle Poets rime, 

But rends without regard of perſon or of time. 


I 
Ne may this homely verſe, of many meaneſt, 

Hope to eſcape his venemous deſpite, 

More then my former writs, all werethey cleareſt 

From blamefull blot, and free from all that wite, 

With which ſome wicked tongues did it backbite, 

And bring into a mightie Peeres diſpleaſure, 

That neuer fo deferued to endite. 

Therfore do you my rimes keepe better meaſure, (ſure. 
And ſeeke to pleaſe,that now is counted wiſe mens threa» 


The end of the ſixt Booke. 
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Canto VI, 


Proud Change (not pleaſd, in mortall ye 
& beneath the Moone, to raigne) (things, © 
S9 Pretends, as well of Gods, as Men, Kat 


\ 


N 


tobe the Soneraine, 


—_ OO ———— 


1 2 
as Hat man that ſees the cuer-whirling wheele But firſt, herefalleth fitteſt to vnfold 
N rs Of Change, the which all mortall ungs doth Her antique race and linage ancient, 
AVAYAS Bur that therby doth find & plainly feele, (fvay, As I haue founditregiſtred of old, 
bold How MYT ABILITY inthemdothplay In Faery Land mongſt records permanent : 


q 
) 


Her cruell ſports, to many mens decay ? She was, to weet, a daughter by deſcent 

Which that to all may better yetappeare, Of thoſe old Titans, that did whylome ftriue 

I will rehearſe that whylome I heard lay, VVith Saturnes ſonne for heauens regiment. 

How ſhe at firſt herſelfe beganto reare, (beare. Whom, though hugh Tove ofkingdome did depriuc, 


Gainſt allthe Gods, and th'empire ſought from themro = Yet _ of their ſtenume loog after did ſuryiue. 
» 4o 


And 
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And many of then, urweads obrain'd 
Great power of Towe, and high authority ; 
As Hecate, in whoſe almighty hand, 
He plac't all rule and principality, 
To be by her diſpoſed giuerſly, 
To Gods, and men, as ſhe them liſt diuide: 
And drad Bellona, that doth ſound on hic 
Warres and allarums vnto Nations wide, 


That makes both heauen & carth to tremble at her pride. 


4 
Solikewiſe did this Titanefſe aſpire, 
Rule and dominionto her ſelfe to gaine; 
That as a Goddeſle, men might her admire, 
And heauenly honours yield, as to them twaine. 
And firſt, on earth ſhe ſoughtitto obraine; 
Where ſhe ſuch proofe and ſad examples ſhewed 
Of her great power, to many ones great paine, 
Thatnor men onely (whom ſhe ſoone ſubdewed) 
Butcke all other creatures, her bad dooings rewed. 


5 
For, ſhe theface of earthly things ſo changed, 
Thatall which Nature had eſtabliſhr firit 
In good eſtate, and in meet order ranged, 
She did pervert, and all their ſtatutes burſt: 
Andall the worlds faire frame (which none yet durſt 
Of Gods or men to alter or miſguide) 
She altcr'd quite, and madethem all accurſt 
ThatGod had bleſt ; and didat firſtprouide 
In that till happy ſtate for cuer to abide. 
6 


Ne ſhee the lawes of Nature onely brake, 
But cke of Iuſtice, and of Policie ; 
And wrong of right, and bad of good did make, 
And death forlife exchanged fooliſhlic: 
Since which, all liuing wights haue learn'd to die, 
And all this world is woxen daily worle., 
Opittious workeof MY TABILITIE. 
By which, we all are ſubie& tothar curſe, 
And death in ſtead of life haue ſucked from our Nurſe. 


7 
And now, when all the earth ſhe thus had brought 
To her beheſt, and thralled to her might, 
Shegantocaſt in her ambitious thought, 
T'attemptth'empire of the heauens hight, 
And Toue himlelfe to ſhoulder from his right. 
And firſt, ſhe paſt theregion of the ayre, 
And of the fire, whoſe ſubſtance thin and light, 
Made no reſiſtance, ne could her contraire, 
But ready paſſage to her pleaſure did prepaire. 
8 


Thence, to the Circle of the Moone ſhe clambe, 
Where Cynthia raignes in cuerlaſting glory, 
Towholebrightſhiningpalace _ tſhe came, 
All fairely deckt with heauens goodly ſtory ; 
Whole ſiluer gates (by which thereſatc an hory 
Old aged Sire, with hower-glaſſein hand, 

Hight Tyme) ſhe entred, were heliefe or ſory : 
Ne ſtaide till ſhethe higheſt ſtagehad ſcand, 
VVhere Cynthia did fit, thatneuer ſtill did ſtand. 


Het fitting on an Tuory a? ſheefound, 
Drawne of two ſteeds, th'one black, the other white, 
Environd with tennethouſand ſtarres around, 
That duly her attended day and night; 
And by her fide, thereran her Page, that hight 
Yeſper, whom we the Euening-ſtarre intend : 
Thatwith has Torche, ftill ewinkliog like twylight, 
Her lightened all the way where ſhe ſhould wend, 
And ioy to weary wandring trauailers did lend; 


10 
That when the hardy Titaneſſe beheld 
The goodly building ofher Palace bright, 
Made of the heauens ſubſtance, and vp-held 
With thouſand Cryſtall pillors of hugehight, 
Shee gan to burne 10 her ambitious ipright, 
And tenvie her that in ſuch glorierugned. 
Eftloones ſhe caſt by force and tortious might, 
Her to diſplace; and to herſelfe ro haue gained 
The kingdome of the Night, and waters by her wained, 


II 
Boldly ſhebid the Goddeſle downedeſcend, 
And letherſelfe into that Ivory throne; 
For, ſhee her ſelfe more worthy thereof wend, 
And betterable it to guide alone : 
Whether to men, whoſefall ſhe did bemone, 
Or vnto Gods, whole ſtate ſhe did maligne, 
Or to th*infernall Powers, her need giuclone 
Of her faire light, and bounty moſt enigne, 
Herſclfe of all that rule ſhee deemed moſt condigne. 


12 
But ſhee that had to her that ſoueraigne ſeat 
By higheſt Toxe aſlign'd, therein to beare 
Nights burning lamp, regarded not herthreat, 
Ne yielded ought for tfauour or for feare; 
But with ſterne countenaunce and diſdainfull cheare, 
Bcnding herhorned browes, did put her back : 
And bolely blaming herfor comming there, 
Bade her attonce from heauens coaſt tq pack, 


Or at her perill bide the wrathfull Thunders wrack; 


I 

Yet nathemore the Glaneſſe orbare : 
But boldly preacing-on,raughtforth her hand 
To pluck her downe perforce from off her chaire j 
And there-with lifting vp her golden wand, 
Threatned to ſtrike her if ſhe did with-ſtand. 
Where-at the ſtarres, which round abouther blazed, 
And cke the Moones bright wagon, ſtill did ſtand, 
All beeing with ſo bold attempt amazed, 

And on her vncouth habit and ſterne looke ſtill gazed. 


I4 

Meane-while, the lower World, which nothing knew 
Of all that chaunced hete, was darkned quirez 
And cke the heauens, and all the hems crew 
Of happy wights,now vnpurvaide of light, 
Were much afraid, and wondred atthat fight; 
Fearing leaſt Chaos broken had his chaine, 
And brought againe on them eternall night: 
Butchicfely Mercury, thatnext doth raigne, 

Ran forth in haſte, vnto the king of Gods to plaine. 
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All ran together with a great out-cry, 
To Tomes faire Palace, fixt in heauens hight ; 
And beating at his gates full earneſtly, 
Gan call to him aloud with all their might, 
To know what meant that ſuddainelack of light. 
The father of the Gods when thus he heard, 
Was troubled much ar theirfo ſtrange affrighr, 
Doubring leaſt Typhon were againe vprear'd, 
Or other lus old foes, that once him ſorely fear'd. 
16 
Efrſoones the ſonne of Maia forth he ſent 
Downe to the Circle of the Moone, to knowe 
The caule of this ſo ſtrange aſtoniſhment, 
And why {hee did her wonted courſe forſlowe 3 
And itthar any were on earth belowe 
That did with charmes or Magick her moleſt, 
Himto attache, and downe to hell to throwe : 
Bur, if from heauen it were, then to arreſt 


The Author, and him bring before his preſence preſt, 


17 
The wingd-foot God, fo faſt his plumes did beat, 
That ſoonehe came where-as the Titaneſſe 
Was ſtriuing with faire Cynthia for her {cat : 
At whoſe ſt. ange ſight, and haughty hardineſle, 
He wondred much, and feared her no lefle. 
Yetlaying feare afide to doe his charge, 
Arlaſt, he bade her (with bold ſtedfaſtneſle) 
Ceaſſeto moleſt the Moone to walke at large, 
Or come before high owe, her dooings to dilcharge. 
18 


And there-with-all, he on ber ſhoulder laid 
His ſnaky-wreathed Mace, whoſe awtull power 
Doth make both Gods and helliſh fiends affraid : 
VVhere-at the Titaneſſe did ſternely lower, 
And toutly anſwer'd, thatincuillhower 
He from his Towe ſuch meſſage to her brought, 
To bid her leaue faire Cynthias filuer bower 3 
Sith ſhee his Tove and him eſteemed nought, 
No more then Cynthia's ſelfe ; bur all their 1ngdoms 
19 (fought. 
The Heauens Herald ſtaid notto reply, | 
But paſt away, his doings to relate 
Vnto his Lord; whonow in th'higheſt sky, 
VVas placed in his principall Eſtate, 
VVith all the Gods abour him congregate: 
To whom when Hermes had his meflagetold, 
It did them all exceedingly amate, 
Saue Toe; who,changing nought his count'nance bold, 
Did vnto them atlengrh theſe ſpecches wiſe vafold; 


20 

Harken to mee awhile yeeheauenly Powers ; 

Ye may remember tinceth'Earths curſed ſeed 

Sought to aflailethe heauens erernall rowers, 

And to vs all exceeding feare did breed : 

But how we then defeated all their deed, 

Yeeall doc knowe, and them deſtroicd quite; 

Yetnotſo quite, butthat there did ſucceed 

An off-ſpring of their bloud, which did alite 
Vpoa the fruitfull carth, which doth vs yctdelpite. 


21 
Of that bad ſeed is this bold woman bred, * 
| That now with bold preſumption doth aſpire 

To thruſt faire Phebe from her filuer bed, 
And cke our {elues from heauens high Empire, 
If that her might were match to her defire: 
VVherefore, it now behotkts vs to adviſe 
What way is beſtto driue hertorctire; 
Whether by open force, or counſell wile, 

Arced yelonnes of God, as beſt ye can deviſe. 


22 

So _— ſaid, he ceaſt; and with his brow 

(His black eye-brow, whoſe doometull dreaded beck 

Is wontto wield the world vnto his vow, | 

And euenthe higheſt Powers of heauen to check) 

Made figneto them intherr degrees toſpeake: 

Who ſtraight gan caſt their counſell grave and wiſe. 

Meane-while, th'Earths daughter,thogh ſhe nought did 

Of Hermes meſlage; yet gan now advilc, (reck 
What courſe were beſt to _ inthis hot bold emprize. 


x | 
Eftſoones ſhe thus reſolv'd ; 3 arwhil's the Gods 
(After returne of Hermes Embaſſie) 
Were troubled, and amongſtthemlelues at ods, 
Before they could new counſels re-allie, 
To let vponthem inthatcxtaſie; . 
And take what fortune time andplace would lend: 
So, forth ſheroſe, andthrough the pureſt sky 
To Iowes high Palace ſtraight caft to aſcend, 
Toproſecute her plot: Good on-ſ{et boads good end. 


24 

Shee there arriuing,boldly in did paſs; 

Where all the Gods ſhe found in counlell cloſe, 

All quite vnarm'd, as then their manner was. 

At ſight ofher they ſuddaine all aroſe, 

In greatamaze, ne wiſt what way to chole. 

But Tove, all fearclefle, forc*tthemro aby; 

And in his fouerainethrone, gan ſtraght diſpoſe 

Himſelfe more full of er2ce and Maicttie, 
Thatmote encheare his friends, & foes more terrifie. 


25 

That, when the haughty Titaneſſe beheld, 

All were ſhe fraught with pride andimpudence, 

Yet with the fighr py almoſt queld; 

Andinly quaking, ſeem'dasreftofſcnie, 

And voyd of ſpeech in that drad audience ; 

Vntill that Towe himſelfe, her ſelfe beſpake : 

Speake thou frule woman, ſpeake with confidence, 

Whence art thou, and what dooſt thou here now make ? 
What idle errand haſt thou,carths manfionto forſake ? 


26 
Shee, halfe confuſed with his greatcommaund, 
Yet gatherivg ſpirit of her natures pride, 
Him boldly antwer'd thus to his demaund : 
I ama daughter,by the mothers fide, 
Of her thatis Grand-mother magnifide 
Ofall the Gods, great Earth, great Chaos child: 
But by the fathers (beitnot envide) 
I greateramin bloud (whereon I build) 
Then all the Gods, though wrongfully from heauen _ 
* For, 
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For, Titan(as ye all acknowledge muſt) 
Was Saturnes elder brother by birth-right; 
Both, ſonnes of Yranw : but by vniuſt 
And guil:full meanes, through Corybantes ſlight, 
The younger thruſt the elder from hisright : 
Since which, thou Towe, iniffriouſly haſt held 
The Heauens rule from Titans lonnes by might; 
And them to helliſh dungeons downe haſt feld : 
Witneſle ye Heauens the truth of all thatI haueteld. 


28 
Whil'ſt ſhe thus ſpake, the Gods that gaue good eare 
To her bold words, and marked well her grace, 
Beeing of ſtature tall as any there 
Of all the Gods, and beaurifull of face, 
As any of theGoddeſles in place, 
Stood all aſtonicd, like a ſort of Steeres; 
Mongſt whom, ſome beaſt of ſtrange &forraine race, 
Vnwares is chaunc't, far ſtraying from his pecres : 
So did their ghaſtly gaze bewray their hidden feares. 


29 
Till having pauz'd awhile, Jowe thus beſpake; 
VVill never mortal thoughts ceafſe ro aſpire, 
In this bold ſort, to Heauen claime to make, 
And touch celeſtiall ſeates with earthly mire ? 
I would haue thought, that bold Procuftes hire, 
Or Typhons fall, or proud 1xions paine, 
Or great Promethews, taſting of our ire, 
Would haue ſufhz'd, the reſt for to reſtraine 3 
And warn'd all men by their exampletorefraine: 


© 
But now, this off-ſcum of ? curſed fry, 
Dare to renew the hike bold cnterprize, 
And chalenge th'hcritage of this our skie 3 
Whom what ſhould hinder, but thatwe likewiſe 
Should handle as the reſt of her allies, 
And thunder-driue to hell : With that, he ſhooke 
His NeCtar-deawed locks, with which the skyes 
And all the world bencath for terror quooke, 
Andeft his burning levin-brond in hand he tooke. 


I 

But, when he looked on herlevdy face, 
In which,fairebeames of beauty did appeare, 
Thatcould the greateſt wrath ſoone turne to grace 
(Such ſway doth beauty eucn in Heauen beare) 
He ſtaide his hand : and having chang'd his cheare, 
He thus againein milder wiſe beg 1n3 
But ah ! it Gods ſhould ſtriue with fleſh yfere, 
Then ſhortly ſhould theprogeny of Man 

Be rooted out, if Toe ſhould doe ſtill what he can : 


2 
But thee faire Titans child, Rates weene, 
Through ſomevaine errour or inducementlight, 
To beter mortall eyes haue neuer ſeene ; 
Orthrough enfample of thy ſiſters might, 
Bellona; whoſe great glory thou dooſt pight, 
Since thou haſt (eene her dreadfullpower belowe, 
Mongſt wretched men (diſmaide with her aftright) 
To bandic Crownes, and Kingdomes to beſtowe : 
Frnd ſurethy worth, noleſle thank 


But wore thouthis, thou ®. 7 Titaneſſe, 
That notthe worth of any lining wight 
May challenge ought in Heauens intereſſe ; 
Much lefle the Title of old Titans Right : 
For, we by Conqueſt of our ſoueraine might, 
And by eternall doome of Fares decree, 
Haue wonne the Empire of the Heauens bright; 
Which to ourſelues we hold, and to whom wee 
Shall worthy deeme partakers of our blifle to bee. 


| 4 

Then ceafle thy idle chimethon fooliſh gerle, \ 
And ſecke by grace and goodnefleto obraine 
Thatplace from which by folly Titan fell ; 
There-to thou maiſt perhaps, if ſo thou faine 
Haue Iowethy gratious Lord and Soueraigne. 
So, hauing ſaid, ſhe thus to him replide; 
Ceaſle Saturnes ſonne, to ſecke by proffers yaine 
Ofidle hopest'allure meetothy ide, 

For to betray my Right, before I hauc ittride. 


5 
But thee, © Towe, no equall falge Ideeme 
Ot my deſert, or of my dewtull Right ; 
Tharinthineowne behalfe maiſt partiall ſceme: 
But to the higheſt him, that is behighr 
Father of Gods and men by equall might; 
To weet, the God of Nature, yan 4 
There-at TJowe wexed wroth, and 1n his ſpright 
Did inly grudge, yetdid it well conceale; 
And bade Dan Phebss Scribe her Appellation ſeale. 
6 


Efrſoones the time and hens appointed were, 

Where all, both heauenly Powers, & earthly wights, 

Bcforegreat Natures preſence ſhould appeare, 

For triall of their Titles and beſt Rights : 

That was, to weet, vpon the higheſt hights 

Of Arlo-bill (Who knowes not Arlo-hill? ) 

That 1s the higheſt head (io all mens ſights) 

Of my old Cues Mole, whom Shepheards quill 
Renowmed hath with hymaes fit for arurall skill. 


7 
And, were it not ill fitting fs this file, 
To fing of hulles & woods, mongſt warres & Knights, 
I wouldabatethe ſterneneſle of my ſtile, 
Mongſttheſeſterne ſtounds to mingle ſoftdelights; 
And tell how Arlothrough Dianaes{pights 
(Beeing of old the beſt and faireſt Hill 
That was in all this holy-Ilands hights) 
| Was madethe moſt vopleaſant, and moſt ill. 
Meane while, © Clio, Ind Calliope thy quill. 
8 


Whylome, when I REL 5 N D floriſhed in fame 
Of wealths and goodneflc, tar abouc the reſt 
Of all that beare the Britiſh Iſlands name, 
The Gods then vs'd (for pleaſure and forreſt) 
Oft to reſort there-to, when ſeem'd them beſt: 
Butnone of all there-in more pleaſure found, 
Then Cynthia; that is ſoueraine Queeneprofeſt 
Of woods and forrefts, which therein abound, 


crs doth ſeem to ſhowe. Sprinkled with wholſom waters, morethE moſt on ground- 
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But mongſt them all, as Sth for her game, 
Either for chace of beaſts with hound or boawe, 
Or for to ſhroude in ſhade from Phebss flame, 
Or bathe in fountaines that doe freſhly flowe, 
Orfrom high hulles, or from the dales belowe, 
She choſe ti s .Arlo; where ſhee didreſort 
With all her Nymphes cnranged on arowe, 
With whom the woody Gods did oft conſort : 
For, with the Nymphes,the Satyres loue to play & ſport. 


40 
Amongſt the which, there was a Nymph that hight 
Molanna; daughter of old father Mole, . 
And fiſter ynto Mwlla, faire and bright: 
Vnto whole bed falſe Bregog whylome ſtole, 
That Shepheard Colin dearely did condole, 
And made her lucklefle loues well knowne to be. 
But this Molanna, were the not ſo ſhole, 
Werenolefle faire and beaurifull then ſhee : 
Yet as ſhe is, a fairer lood may no man ſee. 


41 
For, firſt, ſhe ſprings out of two marble Rocks, 
On which, a groue of Oakes high mounted growes, 
That as a ad ſeemes to deckthe locks 
Of ſom faire Bride, brought forth with pompous ſhowes 
Out of her bowre, that many flowers ſtrowes : 
So,through the flowry Dales ſhe tumbling downe, 
Through many woods, and ſhady coverts flowes 
(That on each fide her filuer channell crowne) 
Till to the Plaine ſhe come, whoſe Valleyes ſhee doth 


42 
In her ſiveet ſtreames, Diana vied oft 
(After her ſweatie chace and toileſome play) 
To bathe her ſelfe; and after, onthe ſo 
And downy grafle, her _ to lay 
In couert ſhade, where none behold her may : 
For, much ſhe hated ſight of liuing eye. 
Fooliſh God Faurs, though full many a day 
He ſaw her clad, yet lon F fooliſhly 
To ſee her naked mongſt her Nymphes inpriwty. 


4 
Noway he found to competla his defire, 
But to corrupt Molanna, this her maid, 
Her to diſcouer for ſome ſecrethire : 
So, her with fluttering words he firſt aſſaid; 
And after, pleaſing gitts for herpurvaid, 
Queene-apples, and red Cherriesfrom the tree, 
VVith which he her allured and betraid, 
To tell whattime he might her Lady ſee 
When ſhe her (elfe did bathe, that he might ſecret bee. 


44 

There-to hee promiſt, if ſhee would him pleaſure 

With this ſmall boone, to quit her with a betrer; 

To weet, that where-as ſhee had out of meaſure 

Long lov'd the Fanchin, who by nought did (ether, 

That he would yndertake, for this to get her 

To be his Loue, and of himliked well: 

Belides all which, he vow'd to be her debter 

For ny moe good turnesthen he would rell; 


The leaſt of which, this little pleaſure ſhould excell. 
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The ſimple maid did yield kin anone; 
And eft him placed where he cloſe might view 
That neuer any ſaw, ſaue onely one; 
VVho,for his hire to ſo foole-hardy dew, 
Was of his hounds devour'd in Hunters hew. 
Tho, as her mannerwas on ſunny day, 
Diana, with her Nymphes abouther, drew 
To this ſweet ſpring: where, dofling her array, 
She bath'd her loucly hmbes, for Jowe alikely pray. 
6 


4 
There Faunx ſaw that pleaſed much his eye, 
And made his hartto tickle in his breſt, 
That for great ioy of ſomewhat he did ſpy, 
He could himnot containein filentreſt; 
Bur breaking forth in laughter, loud 
His fooliſh thought, A fooliſh Fauneindeed, 
That couldſt not hold thy ſelfe ſo hidden bleſt, 
But wouldeſt needs thine owne conceitareed. 
Babblers ynworthy been of ſo diuine a mecd. 


7 
The Goddeſle,all abaſhed wh that noiſe, 
In haſteforth ſtarted from the guilty brooke; 
And running ſtraight where-as ſhe heard his voice, 
Enclos'd the buſh abour,and there himtooke, 
Like darred Larke; not daring vp to looke 
Or her whoſe fight before ſo much he ſought. 
Thence, forth drew him by the hornes, & ſhooke 


Nigh allto peeces, thatthey lefthim nought; 
Andtherinto theopen light they forth bieenghe 
2 | 


Like as an huſwife, that with buſie care 
Thinks of her Dairie ta make wondrous gaine, 
Finding where-as ſome wicked beaſt vyaware 
That breakes into her Dayr houſe, there doth draine 
Her creaming pannes, andk fruſtrate all her paine 
Hath in ſome ſnare or gigſetcloſe behind, 
Entrapped him, and tinto her traine, 
Then Linkes what puniſhment were beſt afſign'd, 
And thouſand deathbes dewleth in her yengefull mind: 


So did Diana and her phe all 
Vle filly Faunxs, now within their baile : 
They mocke and ſcorne him, and him foule miſcall ; 
Some by the noſe him pluckt, ſore by the taile, 
And by his goatiſh beard ſome did him haile: 
Yet he (poore ſoule) with patienceall did beare; 
For, nought againſt their wils might countervaile: 
 Neoughtheſaid whateuer he did heare; 
Bur hanging downe his head, did like a Mome appeate. 


50 7 

Artlength, when they had floured emerge 

They gan to caſt wharpenaunce him ro gi 

Jaw 4 at velrhimn, burche large would pill 

The Wood-gods breed, which muſtfor euerliue: 

Others would through the riuer him hauc driue, 

Andducked deepe: bak that ſcem'd penaunce lightz 

But moſt anddid this ſentence giue, 

Him in Deares skin to clad ; &in thatplight, (might. 
To hunt him with their bounds, him ſelfe faue how _ 
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Of her beloued Fanchin did obtaine, 
That her he would recciue vnto his bed. 
So now her waves paſſe through apleaſant Plaine, 
Till with the Fanchinſhe her ſelfe doe wed, 
And(both combin'd)themſclues in onefaire river ſpred. 


F1 

But Cynthia's ſelfe, more angry then thereſt, 
Thoughtnot enough, to puniſh himin ſport, 
And of her ſhameto make a gameſome icſt ; 
But gan examine himin ſtraighterſorr, 
Whuichaoft her Nymphes, or other cloſe conſort, 54 
Himthither brought, and her to himbetraid? Nath'lefle, Diana, full of indignation, 
He,much afteard, to her confefled ſhort, Thence-forth abandond her delicious brooke 
That 'twas Molanna which her lo bewraid. In whole ſweet ſtreame, before that bad occafiony 


Then all attonce their hands ypon Molanna laid. So much delight ro bathe her limbes ſhe tooke : 
Ne onely her, bur alſo quite forſooke 


Fz : / 
But him (according as they haddecreed) All thoſefuire forreſts about Arlo hid, 
With a m—_ they coucred,and then chaſt And all that Mountaine, which doth over-looke 


With all their hounds that afterhim did ſpeed ; The richeſt champian thatmay elſe be rid, 
But he more ſpeedy, from themifled more faſt Andthe faire Shure, in which are thouſand Salmons bred. 
. Then any Deere: ſo ſore him dread aghaſt. AT. . 

They after follow'd all with ſhrill out-cry, Them all, and all that ſheſo dearedid way, 

Shouting as they the heauens would have braſt : Thence-forth ſhe left; and partitlg from theplace, 

That all the woods and dales where he did flic, There-on an __ hapleſle curlc did lay, 

Didriog againe, and loud reecchoto the skie. To weet, that Wolues, where ſhe was wont to ſpace, 

Should harbour'd be, and all thoſe Woods deface, 


And Thieues ſhould rob and (poile that Coaſt around. 
When, back returning to Molanw' againe, Since which, thoſe Woods,an\ all that goodly Chaiſe, 
They, by commaund'ment of Diana, there Doth to this day with Wolues and Thieues abound : 
Her whelm'd with ſtones. Yet Fawniis (for her paine) =—Whichtoo-too true thar lands in-dwellers fince have fold. 


F3 
So they him follow'd till they weary were; 
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Whichlearned minds inflameth with deſire 
Of heanenly things : for, who butthou alone, 
That art _ of heauen and heauenly Sire, 


3 
Now, atthe time that was before agreed, 
The Gods aflembled all on Arlo hill ; 
As well thoſe that are ſprung of heauenly ſeed, 


Asthoſe thatall the other world doefill, 
Andrulc both ſea and land vnto their will : 
Yet fith Inceds muſtfollow thy beheſt, Onely th'infernall Powers might not appeare; 
Doe thou my weaker wit with skill inſpire, Aſwell for horror of their count'nautce ill, 
Fir for this turne ; and in my ſable breſ As for th'vnruly fiends which they did feare; 
Kindle frcſh ſparks of that immorrall fire, Yet Pluto and Proſerpina were prelcat there. . 
An 
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Andthither alſo came all other creatures, 

What-cuer life or motion doe retaine, 

According to their ſundry kinds of features ; 

That Arle ſcarſly could them all containe; 

So full they filled cuery hill and Plaine: 

And had not Ngtures Sergeant (thatis Order) 

Them well diſpoſed by his buſie paine, 

And raunged farreabroad in cuery border, 
They would haue cauſed much contuſion and diſorder. 


Then forth iſſewed(great coddeſſe) great dame Nature, 
With goodly portand gracious Maieſty ; 
Being far greater and more tall of ſtature 
Then any of the gods or Powers on hic : 
Yet certes by her face and phyſnomy, 
Whether ſhe man or woman inly were, 
That could not any creature well deſcry : 
Fer, with a veile that wimpled cuery where, 
Herhead and face was hid, that moteto none appeare. 


6 
That ſome doe ſay was ſo by $kill deuized, 
To hidethe terror of her vacouth hew, 
From morrtall eyes that ſhould be ſore agrized 
For that her face d1d like a Lion ſhew, 
That eye of wight could not indureto view : 
But others tell that it ſo beautious was, 
And round about ſuch beames of ſplendor threw, 
That it the Sunne a thouſand times did paſs, 
Ne could be [cene, but like an image in a glaſs. 
7 
That well may ſeemen true : for, well I weene 
That this ſame day, when ſhe on Arlo lat, 
Her garment was ſo bright and wondrous ſheene, 
That my fraile wit cannot deuize to what 
It to compare, nor finde hike ſtuffe to that, 
As thoſe three ſacred Saints, though elſe moſt wiſe, 
Yet on mount Thabor quite their wits forgat, 
When thcy their glorious Lord in ſtrange diſguiſe 
Transfigur'd ſawe ; his garments ſo did daze their eyes. 
5 


In a fayre Plaine ypon an <quall Hill, 

She placed was 1n a pauihon; 

Notluch ar Craftc{-men by their idle skill 

Are wont for Princes ſtates to faſhion : 

Butth'earth her (elf of her owne motion, 

Our of her fruitfull boſome made to growe 

Moſt dainty trees ; that, ſhooting vp anon, 

Did ſeeme to bow their blooſming heads full lowe, 
For homage vato her, and like a throne did ſhew. 


Sohearditisfor buiog wight, 
All her array and veſtiments to tell, 
That old Dan Geffrey(in whoſe gentle ſpright 
The purewell head of Pocfie did dwell ) 
Tn his Fowles parley durſt not with it mel, 
But it transferd to Alant, who he thought 
Had in his Plaint of kindes deſcrib'd itwell: 
Which who will read ſer forth ſo as it ought, 


| Goſcck he outthar Alawe where he may be ſought. 


10 
Andallthe carth far vnderneath her feete 
Was dight with flowres, that voluntary grew 
Our of the ,and ſentforth odours fweet 
Tenne tho mores of ſu ſent and hew, 
That might delight the (mell,or pleaſe the view : 
The which, the Nymphes,from all the brooks thereby 
Had gathered,which they at her foot-ftoole threw ; 
That richer ſeem'd then any tapeſtry, 
That Princes bowres adorne with painted imagery. 


11 
And Mole himſelfezto honour hetthe more, 
Did deck himſelf in freſheſt faire atrire, 
And his high head,that ſeemeth alwaics hore 
With hardned froſts of former winters ue , 
He with an Oaken girlond now did tire , 
As if the loueof ſome new __ late ſcene, 
Had in him kindled youthfulltreſh deſire, 
And made him change his gr_ to & 
Ah gentle Mole! (uch ioyance theew cnc. 
Iz 
Was neucr ſo toyance fincethe day, 
That all —_ Oe on aſembl/d were, 
On Hens hill in their diuinearray , 
To celebrate the ſolemne bridall cheare, 
Twixt Pelene, and dame Thets pointed there; 
Where Phoebus (elf, that god of Poets hight, 
They lay did fing the ſpoulall bymae full cleere, 
Thar all the gods wererauiſht with delight 
Of his ccleſtiall ſong, & Muſicks wondrous might. 


I 

This great Grandmother of Af creatures bred 

Great Nature, cucr young yetfull of eld , 

Still moouing, yet vamoued from her ſtcd; 

Vnſcene of any,yct of all beheld; 

Thus fitting in her throne as I haucteld, 

Before her came dame Mutabilitie ; 

And bcing lowe before her a fcld, 

With meek obayſance and hunulitie, 
Thus gan her plaintif Plea,withwordsto amphlific; 


14 
To thee 6 greateſt goddeſle,oncl L 
An bumble fapplane loe, [ RR 
Secking for Right, which I of thee cntreat 3 
Who Right toall doſt deale indiffcrenaly, 
Damniog all Wrong and tornious Injuric, 
Which any of thy creatures doeto other 


reſſing ————— 

Cons them all Pro ene we ) bs 

And knitteſt each to'cach, as ynto brother, 
I 

To thee therefore of chisfane Towe [ plaine, 

That challenge to the wholeworlds raign; 

Of which, the part is due to me, | 

And heauenit heritage in Fee: 

For, heauen and I both alike dodeeme, 

Sith heaucn and carth are both alike to thee ; 

And, gods no more then men thou doeſt eſteceme: 
i the gods to thee, as men to gods doſeeme. 

i Thea 
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16 
Thenweigh,$ ſoucraigne goddeſle, by whatright 
Theſe gods do claime the worlds whole ſoucrainty ; 
And that is onely dew vnto thy might 
Arrogate tothemſelues ambinouſly : 
As for the gods owne principality, 
Which Toe vſurpes vnuſtly ; that to be 
My heritage, Jowe's {elf cannotdeny, 
From my great Grandfire Titan, vato mee, 
Deriv'd by dew deſcent; as is wellknowen tothee. 


17 
Yetmauger Toue,and all his gods beſide, 
Idoe poflefle the worlds moſtregiment; 
As, if yepleaſe it into parts diuide, 
Andcuery parts inholders to conuent, 
Shall ro your eyes appeare incontinent. 
And firſt, the Earth (great mother of vs all) 
That only ſeems vamoy'd and permanent, 
And vnto Mutabilitynotthrall; 
Yetis ſhe chang'd inpart, and ceeke in generall, 
8 


I 
For, all thatfrom her ſprings, andis ybredde, 
How-cuerfayre it lounithfor a time, 
Yetſee weſoone decay ; and, being dead, 
To turne again ynto their earthly flinte : 
Yet, outof their decay and mortall crime, 
Wedaily ſee new creatures to arize; 
And of their Winter ſpring another Prime, 
Vnlike in forme, and chang'd by ſtrange diſguiſe : 
So turne they ſtillabout, and changein reltleſle wile, 
I 
As for her tenants; that is, = and beaſts, 
The beaſts we daily ſee maſlacred dy, 
As thralls and vaſlalls ynto mens beheaſts : 

. And men themſclues doe charge continually, 
From youth to c14, from wealth to pouerty, 
From good to bad, from bad to worſt of all. 
Nedoe their bodics only flit and fy : 

But ecke their minds (which they immorrall call) 
Still change and vary thoughts, as new occations fall. 
20 


Neis the water in more conſtant caſe ; 
Whether thoſe ſame on high, or theſe belowe. 
For, th'Ocean moueth ſti], from place to place ; 
And cuery Riuer ſtill doth ebbe and flowe : 
Ne any Lake, thatſeems moſt ſtill and ſlowe, 
Ne Poole ſo ſmall, that can hisſmoothnefle holde, 
When any winde doth vnder heauen blowe; 
With which, the clouds are allo toſt and roll'd; 
Now like great Hills; &, ſtreight; like fluces,them vofold, 
21 


So likewiſe are all watry living wights 
Still roſt, and turned, with continuall change, 
Neuer abyding in their ſtedfaſt plights. 
The fiſh, ſtill loting, doeatrandon range, 
And neuer reſt ; but euermore exchange 
Their dwelling places, as the ſtreames them carrie: 
Ne haue the watry foules a certaine grange, 
Wherein to reſt, ne in one ſtead do tarry ; 

Buz flirting ſtill doe flie, and ſtill their places vary. 


» 


22 
Nextis the Ayre : which who fecles not by ſenſe. 
(For, of all ſenſe it is the middle meanc) 
To flit ſtill > and, with ſubtill influence 
Of his thin ſpirit, all creaturesto maintune, 
In ſtate of lite? O weake life ! that does leane 
Oathing fo tickle asth'yaſteady ayre; 
Which cuery howre is chang'd , and altred cleane 
With cuery Lat that bloweth fowle or faire : 
The faire doth it prolong ; the fowle dothitimpaire, 


2 

Therein the changes ;nfinits beholde, 

Whichto her creatures euery minute chaunce ; 

Now, boyling hot : ſtreight, friczing deadly cold: 

Now, faire {un-ſhine, that makes all skip and daunce: 

Streight, bitter ſtorms and balcfull coumenance , 

That makes them all to ſhiuer and to ſhake : 

Rayne, hayie, and ſnowe do pay them ſad penance, 

And dreadfull thunder-claps (that make them quake) 
With flames & flaſhing lights that thouſand changes make. 


24 

Laſtis the fire : which, though it live for cuer, 

Ne can be quenched quite ; yet, cuery day, 

Wee lee his parts, ſo loone as they do leuer, 

Toloſe their heat, and ſhortly ro decay; 

So, makes himſelf his owne conſuming Pray. 

Ne any liuin g creatures doth he breed ; 

Bur all, that arcof others bredd, doth ſlay ; 

And, with their death, his crucll life dooth feed; 
Nought leauing, but their barren aſhes, without ſecede. 


2 

Thus, all theſe fower (the which the ground-work bee 

Of allthe world, and of all liuing wights) 

To thouſand forts of Change we lubicCt lee : 

Yet are they chang'd (by other wondrous lights) 

Into themlelues, andloſc their natiue mights ; 

The Fire to Aire, and th'Ayreto Water ſheere, 

And Waterinto Earth: yet Water fights 

With Fire, and Aire with Earth approaching neere : 
Yet all are in one body, and as one appcare. 

26 


So,1in them all raignes Matabilitie; 
How-cuer theſe, that Gods themſelues do call, 
Of them doe claime the rule and ſoucrainty : 
As, Veſta, of the fire zthereall ; 
Yulcan, of this, with vs lo vſuall ; 
Ops, of the carth ; and Iuno of the Ayre; 
Neptune, of Seas; and Nymphes,of Riuers all. 
For, all thoſe Riuers to me ſubieft are : 

And all thereſt, which they vſurp, be all my ſhare. 

> by 

Which to approuen true, as I hauetold, 
Vouchlte, © goddeſle, to thy preſence call 
Thereſt which doe the world in being bold: 
As, times and ſeaſons of the yeare that fall ; 
Of all the which, demand in geverall, 
Or iudge thy lelte, by verditof thine cye, 
Whether to me they are not ſubieCt all. 
Nature did yecld thereto ; and by-and-by, 

Bade Order call chem all, before her Maieſty. 
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28 
So, forth ifſew'd the Seaſons of the yeare ; 
Firſt, luſty Spring, all dightinleaues of flowres 
1 hatfreſhly budded and new blooſmes did beare 
(In which a thouſand birds had built their bowres 
That ſweetly ſung, to callforth Paramours) : 
And in his hand a 1auclin he did beare, 
And on his head (as fit for warlike ſtoures) 
A guilt engrauen morion he did weare ; 


Thatas ſome did him loue, ſo others did him feare, 


3 

Then came theiolly $ Wk. being dight 

In a thin filken caffock coloured greene, 

That was vnlyned all, to be more light: 

And on his head a girlond wellbeſcene 

He wore, from which as he had: chauffed been 

The ſweatdid drop; and n his hand he bore 

Aboawe and ſhaftes, as he in forreſt orecne 

Had hunted late the Libbard or the Bore, 
And now would bathe his limbes , with labor heated fore. 


O 

Then came the Autumne alf in yellow clad, 

As though he toyed in hisplentious ſtore, 

Laden with fruits that made him laugh, full glad 

That he had baniſht hunger, which to-fore 

Had by the belly oft him pinched ſore. 

Vpon his head a wreath that was enrold 

With cares of corne, ot eucry forthe bore: 

Andin his hand a fickle he did holde, 
Toreape the ripened fruits the which: the carth had yold. 


& {1 

Laſtly, came Winter raked all in frize, 

Chatteriog his teeth for cold that did him chill, 

Whil'ſt on his hoary beard his breath did freefe ; 

And the dull drops thatfromhis __ bill 

As from alimbeck did adown diſti!]. 

In his right hand a tipped ſtaffe he held, 

With which his feeble ſtepshe ſtayed ſtil]: 

For, he was funt with cold,and weak with eld + - 
That (carſe his looſed limbes he hable was to weld; : 


2 
Theſe,marchivg ſoftly, BY. in order went, 
And afterthemn, the Monthes all riding came ; 
Firſt,ſturdy March with brows full ſternly bent, 
And armed ſtrong]y, rode vpon a Ram, 
The ſane which ouer Helleſpontws ſwam : 
Yetin his hand aſpade healfo hent, 
Andina bay all ſorts of ſreds'yſame, 
Which onthe earth he ſtrowed as he went, 
And fild her womb with fruiefull hope of nouriſhment. 


Next came freſh April bull? lunyhed 5 

And wanton as a Kid whoſe horne new buds: 

Vpon a Bull herode, the fame which led 

Ewropa floting through th'Argolick fluds: 

His hornes were gilden alt with golden ſtuds 

And gatniſhed with garlonds goodly dight 

Of all the faireſt lowres and freſheſt buds 

Which th'carth brings forth, and wet he ſeem'd” in fight 
With waucs;through which he wadcd for his loues delight. 


.Then came faire May, the Eyreſt, mayd on ground, 
Deckr all with dainties of her ſeaſons pryde, 
And throwing flowres out of herlap around : 
_ two brethrens ſhoulders ſhe did ride, 
The twinnes of Leda; which on eyther fide 
Supported her like to their ſoucraine Queene. 
Lord ! how all creatures laught, when h«r they fpide, 
And leapt and daunc't as they had rauiſht beene ! 
And Cupid (elfe about her flutrred all in greene. 


5 
And after her, came iolly PA arrayd 
All in greeneleaues, as he a Player were; 
Yet in his time, he wrought as well as playd, 
That by his plough-yrons moteright well appeare: 
Vpon a Crab herode, that him did beare 
With crooked crawling ſteps an vncouth paſe, 
And backward yode, as Bargemen wont to fare 
Bending their force contrary to therr face , 
Like that vogracious crew Which faines demureſt grace. 
26 
Then came hot Iuly boylin like to fire, 
Thatall his garments he had caſt away : 
Vpon a Lyon raging yetwith ire 
He boldly rode and'made him to obay : 
It was the beaſt that whylome did forray 
The Nemz1n forreſt, till th* Amphytrionide 
Him flew, and with his hide did hun array t 
Behinde his back a fithe, and by his fide 
Vnder his belt he bore a fickle circling wide. 


7 
The fixt was Auſt, beiognch arrayd 
In garment all of gold downe to the fround : 
Yet rodc he not, butleda loucly Mayd . 
Forth by the lilly band,the which wascround 
With cares of corne,andfull her hand was found; 
That was therighteous Virgin, which of old 
Liv'd here on carth, and plenty madeabound ; 
But, after Wrong was lov'd and Iuſticeſolde, 
She left th'vnr1ghtcous world and was to heauen extold. 


8 
Next him, September marched ceke on foote; 
Yet was he heauy laden withthe ſpoyle 
Of harueſts riches, which he made his boot, 
And him coricht with bounty of the ſoyle: 
In his one hand, as fit for harueſts toyle, 
He held a knife-hook 3 and in th'otherhand. 
Apaire of waights, with which he did --— 
Both more and lefle, where itin doubr did 5 
And cquall gaue to each as luſtice duly fcann'd, 


Then tame Oftober fallof —_ glee: 
For, yethis noulewastotty of the muſt, 
Which he was 0g inthe wine-fars ſee, 
And of the joyous oyle, whoſe gentle guſt 
Madehim ſofrollick and fo full of luſt; 
Vpon a dreadfull Scorpion he did ride, 
The ſame which by Dianaes doom vniuſt 
Slew Orion: and ecke by his fide 

He had his ploughing ſhare, and coulter ready tyde. N 

ext 
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Next was Nowember, he full full groſſe and fat, 
As fed with lard, and thatright well might ſeeme ; 
For, he had been a fatting hogs of late, 
That ycthis browes with ſweat, did reck and ſteem, 
And yetthe ſeaſon was full ſharp and breem; 
In —_ ccke be took no {mall delight: 
Wherecon he rode, not eafic was to deeme ; 
For ita dreadfull Centaure was in fight, 
The ſeed of Satwrne, and faire Nis, Chiron hight. 


41 

And after him, came next the chill December: 

Yet hethrough merry feaſtiog which he made, 

And preatbonfires, did not the cold remember 3 

His Sauiours birth his mind ſo much did glad : 

Vpon a ſhaggy-bearded Goat he rode, 

The ſame wherewith Dan lone in tender yeares , 

They fay, was nouriſht by th' Lear _ ; 

Andin his hand a broad deepeboawle he bexres; 
Of which, he freely drinks an health to all his peeres. 
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Then came old Ianuary, wrapped well 
In many weeds to keep the cold away ; 
Yetdid he quake and quiuer like to quell, 
And blowe his nayles to warme them if he may: 
For, they were numbd with holding all the day 
An hatchet keene, with which he felled wood, 
And from the trees did lop the needleſle ſpray : 
Vpon an huge great Earth-pot ſtcane he ſtood; 


From whoſe wide mouth , there lowed forth the — 
OUud., 


4 
Andlaſtly, came cold "Oe A firting 

In an old wagon, for he could notride ; 
Drawne of two fiſhes for the ſcalon fitting, 
Which through the flood before did ſoftly flyde 
And ſwim away : yet had he by bis fide 
His plough and harnefle fitto ill the ground, 
And toolesrto prunethe trees, before the pride 
Of haſting Prime did make them burgein round: 


So paſt therwelue Months forth, & their dew places found. 


4 

And after theſe; there ES. the Day, and Night, 
Riding togetherboth with equall paſe, 

Th'one on a Paltrey blacke, he other white; 

But Night had couered heryncomely face _ 

With a blacke veile, and held in hand a mace, 

On top whereof the moonand ſtars were pight, 

And ſlcep and darkneſſcround about did trace ; 

But Day did beare, vpon hisſcepters hight, 
The goodly Sun,cocompaſt all with beames bright. 


45 

Then came the Howres, faire daughters of high Joe, 
And timely Nzzht,the which were all endewed 
With wondrous beauty fitto kindle loue ; 
But they were Virgins all,and loue eſchewed, 
That might forſlack the charge to them fore-ſhewed 
By mighty Iowc 3 who did them Porters make 
Of heauens gate (whence all the gods iſſued) 
Which they did dayly watch, and eightly wake 

By cucnturnes, ne cucr did theurchargetorlake. 


6 
And aſter all came Life, A laſtly Death; 
Death with molt grim and grieſly vilage ſeene, 
Yetis he canatoben parting of the breath ; 
Ne ought to {ee,burthike a ſhade to weene, 
Vabodied, _—_ , vaheard, vnſcene. 
But Life was like a faire young luſty boy, 
Such as they faine Dan Copid D = dons 
Full of delightful] health and liuely ioy, 
Deckt all with flowres,aud wings of gold fit to employ. 


7 
When theſe were paſt, hat gan the Titaneſſe; 
Lo, mighty mother, now be wdge and ſay, 
Whether in all thy creatures more orlelle 
CH ANGE doth notraign & bearethe greateſt ſway : 
For, who ſees not, that Time on all dothpray? 
Burt Times do change and moue contin ws, 
So nothing here long ſtandeth in one ſtay : 
Wheretore, this lower world who can deny 
But to be ſubieCt ſhll ro Mutabilitie? 
48 
Then thus gan Toxe ; Right true it is, thattheſe 
And all things elſe that vnder heauen dwell 
Arechaung'd of Time, who doth them all difſeife 
Of being : But, who is1t (to me tell) 
Thar Time himſelte doth moue and ſtill compell 
To keepe his courle? Is not that namely wee 
Which poure that vertue from our heauenly cell, 
That moues them all, 3nd makes them changed be? 
So them we gods doe rule, andinthem allo thee, 
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To whom, thus Mutability - Thethings 

Which we ſce not how they are mov'd and ſwayd, 

Ye may attribute to your ſelues as Kings, ; 

And lay they by your ſecretpowre are made: 

But what we ſee not, who ſhall vs perſwade? 

But werethey ſo, as ys them faineto be, 

Mov'd by _ might, and ordred by your ayde ; 

Yet what It I can prone, that cucn yee 
Your {glues arelikewile chang'd, and ſubic& yato mee? 


5Q 

And firſt, concerning herthatis the firſt, 

Euen you faire Cynthjg, whom ſo much ye make 

Toueg deareſt darling, ſhe was bred and nay 

On Cynthus hill, whenee.ſhe her name did take : 

Then is ſhe mortall borne, how-ſo ye crake; 

Beſides, her face and countenance cuery day 

We changed ſee, and (undry forms partake, * 

Now bornd,now roiid,now bright,now brown & gray : 
So that «s changefiull as the Moone men vie to lay, 


I 

Next, Mercury, who thot Lhe lefſe appeare 

To change his hew, andalwaycs ſeeme as once; 

Yet, he bis courſe doth altar cuery ycare, 

And is of late far outof order gone: 

So Yenw eeke, that goodly Paragone, 

Though faire all night, yet is ſhe darke all day 3 

And Phabws (elf, who lightſome is alone , 

Yet ishe oft eclipled ww eway, 


Aud fills che darkocd world with terror and diſmay. FA 
ow 
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Now Mars that valiant man is changed moſt: 
For, he ſome times ſo far runs out of ſquare, 
That he has way doth ſeem quite to haue loſt, 
And cleane 6s ha his vſuall ſphere to fare ; 
That cuen theſe Star-gazers ſtomſht are 
At fight thereof, and damnetheir lying bookes: 
So likewiſe, grim Sir Satwrne oft doth [pare 
His ſterne aipeCt, and calme his crabbed lookes: 
So many turning cranks thele haue,ſo many crookes, 


5 

But you Dan Ioue, that only * io are, 

And Kipg of all the reſt, as yedociame, 

Are you notſubic&t ecke to this miisfare ? 

Then let me aske you this withouten blame, 

Where were ye borne ? ſome {ay in Crete by name, 

Others in Thebes, and others other-where 

But wherclocuerthey commentthe ſame, 

They all conſent that ye begotren were, 
Andborne herein this world, nc other can appeare. 


54 
Then are ye morrtall borne ,and thrallto me , 
Valeſſe the kingdome of the sky yee make 
Immorall, and vnchangeableto be ; 
Beſides, that power and vertue which ye ſpake, 
That ye here worke, doth many changes take, 
And your owne natures change: for,each of you 
Thatvertue haue, or this, or that tomake, 
Is checkt and changed from his nature trew, 
By others oppoſition or obliquid view. 


SS 
Beſides, the ſundry motions of your —_— 
So lundry waics and faſhions as clerkes faine, 
Somein ſhort ſpace, and ſomein longer yeares 3 
What is the ſame but alteration plaine? 
Onely the ſtarrie skic doth ſtill remaine: 
Yer do the Starres and Signes therein ſtill moue, 
An4 cuen itſelf is moy'd, as wizards ſaine. 
Bur all that moueth,doth mutation loue : 
Therefore both you and them to me I ſubieCtproue. 


6 


F 
Then fince within this wide great Yninerſe 


Nothing doth firme and permaneor appeare, 
But ali things toſt and turned by tranlucile : 
What then ſhould ler, but I aloft ſhould reare 
My Trophee, and from all, the triumph beare > 
Now iudge then (6 thou greateſt goddefletrew!) 
According as thy felfe doeit lee aud heare, 

And vnto me addoomthatis my dew ; 


That is therule of all , all being rul'd by you. 


57 
So hauing ended, filence long enſewed, 


Ne Nature to or fro ſpake tor a ſpace, 

But with firme cyes affixt, the ground ftill viewed. 
Meane while, all creatures, looking in her face, 
Expectingth'end of this ſo doubttull caſe, 

Did hang 1n long luſpence what would enfew, 

To whether {ide ſhould Fall the ſoueraigne place ; 
At length, ſhe looking vp with ane VvIew, 


Thefilence brake, and gaue her doome' in ſpeeches few. 


5 
I well conſider all that ye haueſayd, 


And find thatallthiogs ſtedfaſtnes doe hate 

And changed be: yet being rightly wayd 

They are got changed from their firſt eſtate; 

Bur by their change their being doedilate : 

And turning to themlelues at length againe, 

Doe worke their owne perfection fo by fate : 

Then over them Change doth not rule and raigne; 


But they raigne ouer change, and doe their ſtates maintaine; 
59 | 
Ceaſe therefore daughter further to alpire, 


And thee content thus to be rul'd by me: 

For thy decay thou ſeckſt by thy defire; 

Bur time ſhall come that all ſhall changed bee, 

And from thenceforth, none no more change ſhall ſee, 
So was the Titaneſs put downe and whiſt, 

And Tozeconfirm'd in his imperiallſee. 

Then was that whole aſſembly quite diſmiſt, 


And Ngtwr's (elfe did vaniſh, whuther no man wift, 


— 
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Hen I berhinke me on thatſpecch whyleare, Then gin 1 thinke on that which Naturefayd, 


Of Mutability, and well itway: 
Melſeemes , = though fheall vowo 


In all things clſc ſhe beares the greateſt (way. 
Which makes me loath this ſtate of life ſo tickle, 
And loue of things ſo vaine to caſt away; 

Whoſe flowring pride, ſofading and ſo fickle, 


| wcre 
Of the Heav'ns Rule; yet hay ſooth to lay, 


Of that ſame timewhen no more C ſhall be, 
But ſtedfaft reſt of alltbings firmely ſtayd 
Vponthepillours of Erepiry, 

is contrayrto Mutabilitie: 
For, all that moueth, dothin Change delight : 


- Butthence-forth all ſhall reſt eteroally \—. 


With Him that is GeGodel biden MY he: 
fight. 


Short Time ſhall ſoon curdown with his conſuming fickle. O ! that great Sabbaoth God, grant me thag 
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ww A LETTER OF THE AV- 
thors,expounding his whole intention 1n the 


courſe of this worke : which for that it giueth great 
light ro the Reader, for the better vnderſtanding is here- 
ynto annexed. 


Tothe rizht noble and valorons, Sir Walter Ra- 


leigh, Knight, Lo: Wardein of the Stanneries, & 


her Maiefies Lieutenannt of the Countie of Cornewayll. 


IR, knowing how doubrfully all Alle- 
30rics may be conſtrued, and this booke 
«- Off of mine,which I haucentituled The Faery 

a&- \if 2 acenc, being a continued Allegorie, or 
1D MES &f darke conceic , I haue thought good, as 
WH well for auoyding of icalous opinions & 
!niſconſtrufions, as alſo for your berter 
\ 11 /ighr in reading thereof, (bcing ſo by you 

| commaunded) to dilcouer vnto: you the 
gencrall intention and meaning, whichin 
the _— courſe _ haue faſhio- 
ned, without expreſsing of a cular 
purpoſes or by-accidents hinereads; 
ned. Thegenerall end therefore ofall the booke, isro faſhion agentleman 
or noble perſon in vertuous and gentle diſcipline. VV hich for that I concei- 
ued ſhould be moſt plauſible and pleaſing, becing coloured with an hiſtori= 
call fiction, the which the moſt part of men deſight to read,rather for varie- 
tie of matter, then for profic ofthe enfamplc: I choſe the hiſtorie of King 


- Arthare, as moſt fit for the excellencie of hisperſon, beeing made famous 


by many mens former workes, andalfo furtheſt from che dangerof enuie; 
and ſuſpicion of preſetit time. In which I haue followed all che antique Po» 
ers hiſtoricall: firſt Homer, who inthe perſons of Ageamemmon and Yiyſſes; 
kachenfampleda good NT La _ 


\ 


The Authors Intention, 
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theother in his Odyſes : then Virgil, whoſe like intention was todoe inthe 

rſon of Aeneas : after him Ariofo compriſed them both in his Orlande: 
andlatcly Taſo difſeuered chem againe, and formed both parts in two per- 
ſons, namely, that part which they in Philoſophy call Erhice, or veriues of 
a priuate man, coloured in his Rinaldo : The other named Politice in his 
Godfreds. By enlample of which excellent Poets, Tlabourto pourtraitin 
CArthure, before hewas King, the image of a brauc Knight , perfe&ed in 
the rwelue priuate morall verrues, as 4ri#etle hath deuiled, the which is 
che purpoſe of theſe fir ſt twelue bookes : which if I findto be well accepred, 
I may be perhapsencouraged, to framethe other parr of politike vertues in 
his perſon, afterthat hecame to bee King. 

To ſomel knowe this method will ſceemediſpleafant, which had rather 
haue good diſcipline delivered plainly in way of precepts, or ſermoned ar 
large, as they vſe,then thus clowdily enwrappedin Allegoricalldeuiſes. Bur 
ſuch, mee {ceme, ſhould belarisfied with the vſe of theſe dayes, ſccing all 
things accounted by their ſhowes, and nothingeſteemed of, that is nor de- 
lightfull and pleaſing ro common ſenſe. For this cauſe is Xenophon prefer- 
red before Plate, for that the one in the exquilite depth of his iudgement, 
formeda Common-wealth ſuch asic ſhould be ; bur the other, in the per- 
ſon of Cyrws and the Perſians, faſhioned a goucrnment ſuch as might beſt 
be: So much more profitable and gracious isdodrine by enſample, then 
by rule. So haucT labouredrodoe in the perſon of Arthure : whom I con- 
ceiue,after his longeducation by Timon (to whom hee was by Merlin deli- 
uered tobe brought vp, ſo ſoone as hee was borne of the Lady Jgrayne) ro 
haue ſeene inadreameor viſion the Faerie 2ueene, with whole excellent 
beautie rauiſhed, heeawaking, reſolued to ſecke her out: and ſo beeing b 
Merlin armed, and by Timon throughly inſtrutted, he went toſeek her Aur 
in Faery Land. In that Faery Zueene, I mcaneglory in my generall inten- 
tion: but inmy parricular, I conceiue the moſt excellent and glorious per- 
fon of our ſoucraigne the Queene, and her kingdome in Faery Land. And 
yetin ſome places elſe, I'doe otherwiſe ſhadow her. For conſidering ſhee 
bearcth rwo perſons, the one of a moſt royall Quecne or Empreſle, the 0- 
ther of a moſt vertuous and beautifull Lady, this latterpartin ſome places 
Idoe expreſſe in Belphebe, faſhioning her Name according to your owne 
excellent conceitof Cynthia, (Phebe and Cynthia becing both names of Di- 
ana.) So inthe perſon of Prince Arthare, I (erre foorth Magnificence in 
particular, which vertue, for that (according to 4ri#otleand the reſt) itis 
the perfe&ion of allthereſt, and containeth init chem all , therefore in the 
whole courſe I mention the deedes of Arthare appliable ro that vertue, 
which I writeofin that Booke. Butofche rwelue he vertues, I make xii 
other Knights rhe Patrons, for the more varictic of the hiſtoric: Of which 
theſe three bookes conraine three. The firſt, of the Knightof the Rederoſſe, 
inwh6 I cxpreſle Holineſſe : The ſecond of Sir G#yox, in whom I er foorth 

Temperance : 
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Temperance: The thitd of Britemartis, a Lady Knight, in whom Ipifture 
Cha#itie. Bur becaulc rhe beginning of the whalc worke ſeemerh abrupe; 
and asdepending vpon otherantecedents, ir needs thar yee know the oc+ 
caſjon of theſe three Knights ſcueralt-aduentures.-For the merhode of a 
Poet hiſtoricall, is nor ſuch /as ofan Hiſtotiographer. For an Hiſtoriogra. 
pher diſcourſerh of affairesorderly as they were done, accounting as well 
therimesas the ations; buraPoerrhrufterh incorhe middeſt; cucn where 
ir moſt concerneth him, and there recourſing| rothe rings forepaſt, and 
diuining of things ro come, makerh a plcaſing Analyſisof all: The begin- 
ning therefore of my hiſtorie, if ir were co/be rold by an Hifſtoriographer, 
ſhould be the rwelfth booke,which is the laſt; where I deuile charthe Faery 
DS acene kept her Annuall. feaſt twelue daies: vpon which cwelue ſeveral 
dayes, the occaſions of the erwelucſeueralladuentures hapned', which bees 
ing vndertaken by rwelue ſeucralt Knights, are ici theſerwelue books (cue: 
rally handted and diſcourlſed. | , Afolti. Mee ys ond 

The firſt was chis: In the beginning of the feaft, chere preſented himſclfe 
2 call clowniſh yourig man, whofalling before the;Pucen of Faeries,defired 
a boone (as che mannerthen was) which daring char feaſt he: mighrnorres 
fuſe : which was, that hee mighc haue the atchievementof any aduencure; 
which during that feaſt ſhould happen 3 thar beeing granted, hereſted him- 
ſelfe on the floore, vnfit through his ruſticitie for a berrer place. Soone af- 
terentred a faire Ladie in mourning weedcs, riding on a white Aſe, witha 
Dwarfebehind her leading a warlike ſteed,chat bore thearmes of a Knight, 
and his ſpcare in the Dwarfes hand. She falling beforeche Lucene of Fae- 
ries, complayncd char her farther and mother, an ancient King & Queene; 
had been by an hugeDragon many yceeres ſhut vpin a brazen Caſtle, who 
thence ſuffered rhem not to iſſue : and therfore belought the Faery 2 wcene 
roa(signe her ſome one of her Knights ro rake on him char exployr. Pre» 
ſencly chat clowniſh perſon vpſtarting, deſired tharaduenture: wherear the 
Queene much wondering, and the Lady much gaine-ſaying, yetheearneſt- 
ly imporcuned his deſire. In che end, the Lady told him, vnleſſe thar Ar- 
mour which ſhee brought, would ſeruc him (thar is, the armourof a Chri- 
ſian man ſpecificd by Saint Paul, v.Epheſ. ) that hee could nor ſucceed in 
that enterpriſe: which beeing forth-wich put vpoh him with due furriitures 
therevnro, he ſeemed the goodlieſt man. inall thar company , and was well 
liked of the Lady. And efrſoonestaking on him knighthood , & mounting 


on thar ſtrange Courler, hee weneforch with her on char aduencures vv 


beginneth the firſt booke, viz. *\ - | 5 

DA gentle Knight was pricking on the Plaine, ge, 

The ſecond day there camcina Palmer bearing an Infant wirh bloodie 

hands, whoſe Parents he complainedto haue been ſlain by an Enchaunte- 

reſle called Acraſia : and therefore craued of the Faery Lucene, ro appoinr 

him ſome Knight, co performe that aducncure, which becing alsigned - 
Tz 


The Authors Intention; F429” 


J._ g/ 


Sir G#02, he preſcntly went foorth with that ſame Palmer : which is the 
beginning of he ſecond booke and the whole ſubie& thereof. The third 
day there came ina Groome, who complained before the Faery Lacene, 
chara vile Enchaunter called Buſiraxe, had in handa moſt faire Lady called 
Amoretta, whom he kept in moſt grieuous torment, becauſe ſhe would nor 
yecld him chepleaſure of her body. VWhereupon Sir Schdamenry che louer 
of that Lady preſcntly cooke on him that aducnrure. Bur beeing vnable ro 
performeicby reaf8n of the hard Enchauntments, after long ſorrow, in the 
end met with Britomarts, who ſuccourcd him, and reskewed his loue. 

But by occaſion hcereof,many otheraduentures are intermedled, but ra- 
ther as Accidents, thenintendments: As, the loue of Britomart, the oucr- 
throw of Marizell, themiſeric of Flerimell, the verruouſneſſe of Belphebe, 
the-laſciuiouſnes of Hellenora, and many rhe like. 

Thus much Sir, I haue briefely ouer-run to dixe&t your vnderſtanding to 
the wel-hcad of the Hiſtory,thar from thence gathering the whole intention 
ofthe conceit, ye may asin a handfull gripe all the diſcourſe, which other- 
wiſe may happely ſceme rediousand contuſed. So humbly crauing thecon- 
cinuance of your honourable fauour rowards me, and th'eternall eftabliſh- 
mentof your happines, I humbly rake leauc. 


23. Ianuaric. 158 9. 


Yours mo#t humbly affeionate, 


Edam. Spenſer. 


i 


is A VISION VPON THIS 


concelt of the Faery Queene_. 


M E thoughtI ſaw the graue where Lawra lay, 

Within that Temple, where the Veſtall lame 
Was wontto burne; and paſsing by that way; 
Toſcethatburied duſt of living fame, 
Whole tombe faire loue, and fairervertue kept, 
Allſ{uddenly Ifawthe Faery Queene : 
At whoſe approach the ſoule of Perrarch wept, 
And fromthence-forththoſe Graces were notſeene. 
For they this Queene attended; in whole (teed 
Obliuion laid him downe on Zasras herle : 
Heereat the hardeſt ſtones were ſeeneto bleed, 
And grones of buried ghoſts theheauens did perſe. 

| Where Homer: ſpright didtrembleall for griefe, 

And curlt th'accelle of that celeltiall thiefe, 


Another of the ſame. ' 
T HE praiſe of meaner wits this worke like profit brings, 
eA's doth the( uckoes ſong delight when Philumena ſongs, 
If thou haſt formed right true HIT. a heerein : 
Vertue her ſelfe can beſt diſcerne, towhom they written bins 
If thou haſt beauty praiſd, let her ſole lookes drwine, 
Tudge if ought therein be amiſſe, and mend it by her eyne. 
If Chaſtitie want ought,or Temperance ber dew, ds 
Behold her Princely mind aright, and write thy Queene anew, 
CMeane-while ſhe ſhall perceine, how far her vertnes fore 
Aboge the reach of all that line, or ſuch arwrote of yore: 
eAnd thereby willexcuſe and fanoxr thy goodwill: 
Whoſe vertue cannot be expreſt, but by an Angels quill. 
Of me no lines are lod, nor letters are of price, 
Of all which ſpeaks our Engliſh tongue, but thoſe of thy dewice, 
| | W, R. | pbadol a 


— 


To the pn $ bepheard 1 


NJ ©x 3 x», 1 ſee by thy new takentaske, Thy louelyR © 8 a L 1 x Þ ſeemes now forlorme, 
ſome (acred fury bath enricht thy braines, and all thy gentle flocks quight: 
That leades thy Mol. in haughty verſe to maske, Thy chang now holds thy pipes in ſcorne, 
and loathe the laic + that long to lowely ſwaines. thoſe prery pipes that did thy mates delights 
thee (o "BS 3% 
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That lifts thy notes from /upheards vnto Kings,- Thoſe truſtie mates, thatloued | | 
So like the liuely Larke that mounting fings, Whom thou gau'ſt mirth : a. ——— 
T z- dl 


i, EINE DEaR as 
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To the learned Shepheard. 


— 


Yet as thou crſt with thy ſweete roundelayes, 
did? ſtirre to glec our laddes in homely bowers : 
So mou2htſt thou now in thele refined layes, 
delighrthe daintie cares of higher powers. 
And fo mought they in their deep* SKanning Skill, 
Allow and graceour CO LL.1N 8 flowing quill. 


And faite befal that Faerie Queene of thine, 
| in wholefaire eyes louc lnkr with vertae fits: 
Enfuſing by thole beauties fiers diuin:, 

ſuch high conceirs into thy humble wits, 
As railc hath poore paſtors oaten reedcs, 
From ruſtick tunes, to chaunt beroick deedes. 


So mought thy Redcroſſe-Knight with happy band 
victorious be in that faire Tlands right: 

Which thou dooſt veile in Type of Faery Land, ' 
ELYZAS bleſled ficld, that A byon hight. 


Thar ſhields her friends, and warres her mighty foes, 


Yet ſtill with people, peace, and plentic flocs, 


But (iolly ſhepheard) though with pleaſing ſtile, 
thou feaftthe humour of the Courtly traie: 
Let notconceit thy ſerled ſenſe beguile, 
ne daunted be Conia enuy or diſdaine. 
Subie thy doome to her Empyriog ſp 


bt, 
From whencethy Mulc, and all the wor la rakes light. 


Hobbynoll, 


Ayre Thamis ftreame, that from Lv Þ s ſtately 
8 unſt paying tribute to the Ocean ſeas, 
Let all thy Nymphes and Syrens of renowne 
Be filent, while this Bryttave On Þ a x v $ plays: 


Neere thy ſweet banks, there liues thatfacred crowne, 
Whole hand ſtrowes Palme and neuer-dying baycs, 


Let all at once, with thy ſoft murmuriog ſowne 
Preſcot her with this worthy Poets prayes. 


For he hath taught bye drifts in ſhepheards weeds, 


And deepe conceuts now fings in Faeries deeds, 
wo 3 


| Rave Muſes, march in tryumph and with praiſes, 
G Our Goddefle heere i you leaue m_ 


And bids this rate qiſp« nfcr of your graces 
Bow downe his brow vnto her ſacred band, 
Deſerts finds due in that moſt princely doome, 
Tnwhofe ſweet breſt are all the Muſes bredde : 
So did thatgreat AvGvsTV8 carſt in Roome 
_ leaues of fame adorne his Poets hedde, 
aire be the gucrdon of your Faery Queene, 
Eucn of the Freſt tharthe world hath leenc; 


H. 3. 


(rowne, 


" Hen ſtout Achilles heard of Helensrape, 


And whatreuenge the States of Greece deuis'd: 
Thinkin by Nerght the fgrall warres whe, 


In womans weedes himlelfe he then dilguis'd: 
But this deuiſe Y!yſſes ſoone did ipy, 
And brought him forth, the chance of war to try, 


When Spen'er ſaw the fame was ſpred ſo large 
Through Faery-Land, of their renowned Qeenea 
Loth that his Muſc ſhould take ſo greata charge, 
As in ſach haughty matter to be ſeene, 
To fceme a fhepheard then he made his choice; 
But Sidney beard him fing, and knew his yoice, 


And as Ylyſſes broughtfaire Thets ſonne 

From his retyred life ro menagearmes ; 

So Spenſer was by Sidneys ſpecches won 

To de her fame, nor emi future henwed : 
For well he knew, his Muſc would ſoone be 
Ia her high praiſc,that allthe world admired. 


Yet as Achilles in thoſe warlike frayes, 

Did win the Palme from all the Grecian Peeres : 

So Spenſer now to his immorrtall praiſe, 

Hath wonne the Laurell quite from all his feereg, 
Whar though his raske exceed a humaine wit, 
He is excus'd, fith Sidney rhought ut fir, 


W. L£. 


O looke ypon a worke of rare deuiſe 
Thewhich aworkman {-tteth out to view; 
And notto yeeid itthe delerued priſe, 
That vnto ſuch a workmanſhip is dew, 
Dothenther prouc the iudgement to be 
Or<lle doth'ſhey a mind with enuy fraught, 


To labourtd commend a peece of worke, 

Which no man goes about to diſcommend, 

Would raiſe ajealous doubt, that there did lurke 

Some fecret doubt, whereto the praiſe 419 tend, 
For when men know the gooincs of the wine; 
T'is needlefle for the hoaſt to haue a ligne. 


Thus then to ſhew my indgementto be ſuch 

As can diſcerne of colours black, and white, 

As alls to free my mid i from entigs tuch, 

That never piues to any man his right, 
I heere pronouncetlus workmanſhip is ſuch, 
As that no pen can (ct it forth too much, 


And thus I hang a garland atthe dore, 
Not for to ſhewthe goodnes of the ware: 
But ſuch hath becn the cuſtome heeretofore; 
And cuſtomes very hardly broken are. 
And when your taſte ſhall tell youthis is trew; 


Then looke you gzue your hoaſt his rrmoſt dew; 


ipnots. 
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o the right honourable Sir Chriflopher Hatton-s; 
Lord high Channeeloy of England, &x4c. 
(® ws 


* 


E | Hole prudent heads, that with their counſels wiſe 
Whilome the pillours of th'earch did (uftaine, 
And caught ambitious Reme to tyrannile, 
And inthe neck of all the world to raine, 
Oft from thoſe graue affaires were wonrabſtaine, 
With the (weer Lady Mules for to play : 
So Enniws the elder Africane, | 
So Maro oft did Cefſars caresallay. 
So you great Lord, that with your counſell ſway 
The burden of this kingdome mightily, 
With like delights ſomerimes may eke delay 
The rugged brow of carefull Policie: 
And to thele idle rimes lendlitile ſpace, * 
Which for their titles lake may find moregrace. 
E, S. 


To the right hogoarable the Lo. Burleigh, Lord 
high Treaſurer of England, 


* 0 y0u right noble Lord, whoſe carefull bre# 

To menage of moſt graze affaires is bent, 
And on whoſe mightie ſhoulders mo#t doth reſt 
The buy den of this kingdomes gourrnment, 

As the wide compaſſe of the firmanent, 
on Atlas mighty boulders is vpHaid; 

Vrnfitly I theſe idlerimes preſent, 
The labour of laſt time, and wit vnſtaid : 

Tet if their deeper ſenſe be inhy waid, | 
And the dim veile, with which from common view 
Their fairer parts ave hid, aſide be laid, 

Pe\ haps wot vaine they way appieare to ou. 

Such «5 they be, vench/afe then $8 receane, 


And » ipe their fanlts Me at "5d. Ne2 
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To the right honourable the Earle of xenford, 
Lerd bigh Chamberlaine of England. 


R Eceive moſt noble Lord, in gentle grec, 
The vnripe fruicc of an vnready wit: 

Which by thy countenauncedoth tratic to bee 

Defended from foule Enuies poyſhous bir. 
Which fo to doe may thee right well beſir, 

Sith th'antiqueglory of thine anceſtry 

Vnder a ſhady veile is therein writ, 

Andeke thine ownelong liuing memory, 
Succeeding them in cruenobiliry : 

Andalſo for theloue, which thou dooſt beare 

Toth Heliconian Imps,and they to thee 3 

They vntothee, and thou rochem moſt deare 3 
Dearcas thou art vnto thy ſelfe, ſoloue 
That loues and honours thee, as doth behoue, 

E. S$. 


$ To the right honourable the Earle of 
Northumberland. 


T He ſacred Muſes haue made alwaies clame 
To be the Nowrſes of Nobility, 
And Regiſtres of everlating fame, 
Toall that armes profeſſe and chenalry. 
Then by like right the noble Progeny, 
Which them ſucceed in fame and worth, are tyde 
T* embrace the ſeruice of ſweet Poetry, 
By whoſe endenonrs they are glorifide, 
eAndekefromall, of whomit s enzide, 
To patronize the authour of their praiſe, 
Which giues them life, that elſe would ſoone hane dide, 
CAndcrownes their aſhes with immortal bajes, 
To thee therefore, right noble Lord, 1 ſend : 
This preſent of my peines, it to defend. 
| E. S; 


{ To the right honourable the Earle 
of Cumberland. 


R Edoubrcd Lord, in whoſe courageous mind 
The flowreof cheualry now blooming faire; 
Dorh promile fruit worchy the noble kind, 
Which of their praiſes haueleft you the haires 
Toyou this humblepreſenc I prepare, 
-— For loue of vertueand of Marriall praile. 
To which chough nobly yeinclined are; 
| Asgoodly well yeſhewd in latcaſlaies, 
Yet braueenſample of long paſled daies, 
In which true honour ye may faſhiond ſee; 
Tolike deſire ot honour may yeraile, 
And fill your mind with magnanimitee: 
Receiueir Lord therefore asit was ment, 


For honor of yourname and high deſcenc; 
E. $ 


To the moft honourable and excellent Loyd, the Exrls 


of Eſſex, Great Maiſter of the Horſe to her Highneſſe , and © 
Knight ofthe Noble order of the Garter, &c. 


M Agnifitke Lord, whoſe vertues excellent 
Doe merit amo## famous Poets wit, 

Tobe thy lining praiſes inftrument 

Tet doe not [dergne, to let thy name be writ 
In this _ Poeme, for thee far vnfit. 

Nouzht i thy worth diſparaged thereby : 

But when my Muſe, whoſe feathers nothing flit 

Doe yet but flagge, and lowly learne to fly 
With bolder wing ſhall dare aloft to ſty 

To the laſt praiſes of this Faery'Queene, 

Then ſhall it make more famous memory 

Of tbine Heroicke parts, ſuch as they beene:; 
Till then voucbſafe thy noble conntenaunce,. 
To theſe firſt labours needed faves... 

: E. S 


To the right honourable the Earle of 
Ormond and Offorie_. 


R Eceiue moſt noble Lord a (imple caſte 
Ofthe wilde fruir, which ſauage ſoyle hath bred, 
Which beeing through long wars lefc almoſt waſte, 
With bruriſh barbariſme is oucrſpred: 
And info fairea Land, as may be m_ 
Not one Parnaſ/us, nor one Helicon 
Left for ſiveer Mules to be harboured, 
But where thy ſelfe haſt thy brauc manſon; 
There in deed dwell faire Graces many one, 
And gentle Nymphes, delights of learned wits, 
And in thy perſon withour Paragone 
All goodly bounty and true honour ſits. 
Such therefore, as that waſted ſoyle doth yield, 


Receiue deare Lord in worth, the fruit of barren field. 
" © 


To the right honourable the L6. Ch. Howard, Lo. 


high Admirallof England, Knight of thenobleorder ofthe Ganer, 
- and one of her Maieſties priuie Councell, &c. 


; 


d yee, brane Lord, whoſe poodly per ſonave 
A == deeds each rata] rac " 
Make you enſample to the preſent age, 
Of thold Heroes, whoſe famous of spring 
The antique Poets wont ſo much to ſing, 
In this ſame Pageant hae a worthy place, 
Sith thoſe huge ea#les of Caſtilian king, 
That vainly threatned kingdoms to diſplace, 
Like flying Doues ye did before you chace ; 
And that proud people woxen inſolent 
Through many vidFories, didft fir it deface : 
Thy praiſes enerlaFing monument 
Is in this verſe engranen ſemblably, 
That it may line 10 all poterity. A 
| Ss, 


WE 
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To the righ: honourable the Lord of Hunſdon, 


High Chamberlaine to her Maig#it. 


R Enowned Lord, that for your worthineſfe 
Andnobledeeds haue your delerued place; 
Highin the fauourof char Empereſle, | 
The worlds ſole glory, and herſexes grace, 
Heere eke of right haue you a he Fae en, 
Both for your necrnels to thar Fa neene, 
And for your owne high merit inlike caſe : 
Of which, apparant proofe was to be ſeene, 
When that rumultuous rage and fearefull deene 
Of Northerne rebels yedid pacific, 
And their diſloyall powre defaced clene, 
Therecord of enduring memory. 
Live Lord for ever in this laſting verſe, 
Thar all poſteritiethy honor may reherſe. 
E. 8. 


4 To the moſt renowned and valiant Lordthe 
Lord Grey of Wilton, Knight of the noble 


order of the Garter, &c. 
OF noble Lord, the pillor of my life, 
And Patrone of my Muſes pupillage, 
Through whoſe large bountie poured on me rife; 
In the fir i# ſeaſon of my feeble age, 
1 now doe line, bound yours by vaſſalage : 
Sith nothing ener may redeeme, nor reaue 
Out of your endleſſe debt ſo ſure 4 gage, 
Vouchſafe in worth this ſmall gift to receaue, 
Which in your noble hands for pledge Lieaxe 
_- Ofall there#, that Tam tyde F account: _ 
— Rwaderimes, the which aruſtick Muſe did weane 
In ſanage ſole, far from Parnallo mount, _ 
CAndroughly wrought in an vuleerned Loomes _. 
The whithench/afegteere Lord your fanonr ible tennk 
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| Totheright honourable the Lord of Buckburf, 


one of her Maie#ties prinie Councell. 


e 
» 


N vainel thinke (right honourable Lord) 

By this rude rime to memorize thy name ; 
Whoſe learned Muſe hath writher ownerecord, 
In golderfverſe, worthy immortall fame: 

Thou much more fit, (were leiſure to theſame) 
Thy gracious Soueraignes praiſes ro compile. 
And herimperiall Maieſtic ro frame, 

In loftic numbers and heroick ſtile. 

But (ith chou maiſt nor ſo, giue leauca while 
To baſer wit, his power therein to ſpend, 
Whoſe grofle defaulrs thy daintie pen may file, 
And vnaduiſed oucrſightsamend. 

Bur euermore vouchſafe it ro maintaine 

Againſt vilc Zoyius backbicings vaine. 

E, S. 


« Tothe right honourable Sir Fr. Walſmgham.., 
Knight, principall Secretarie to her Maieſte, and 


of her honourable priuic Councell. 


T Hat Mantuane Parte iwcompared ſpirit, 
Whoſe girland now is [et in bigheſt place, 
Had not Meccenas for his worthy merit, 
It firſt aduaun# to great Auguſtus grace, 
Might long (perhaps ) haue lien mn ſilence bace, 
Ne been ſo much admir'd of later age. 
This lowely Muſe, that learnes like ſteps to trace, 
Flies for like aide vnto your Patronage, 
That are the great Mecoenas of this age; 
As well to all that cinill artes profeſſe, 
As thoſe that are inſpir'd with Martiall rage; 
And cranes protettion of her feeblentſſe: 
Which if ye yeeld, perhaps ye may her raiſe 
Inbigger tunes ts ſound your uing pride 
K; &5 
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is TO THE RIGHT NOBLE 
Lord and moſt valiant Captaine, Sir [ob. Norris, 
Knight, Lord Preſident of Mounſter. 


V Hoeuer gauc more honourable prize 
Tothe(weet Muſe, then did the Marriall crew; © 
Thar gheir brauc deeds ſhemight immorralize *_ 
In herhrilleroinp, aud bundrtheirpraiſes dew? * 
Who then ought moreto fauonr her, chen you | 
Moſt noble Lord, the honor of this age, 
And Precedent of all that Armescnlue? 
Whoſe warlike prowefle and manly courage, '' 
Tcmpred with realon andaduizement fage 
Harh fild fad Belgick with viQorious ſpoile, 
In Frazce and relandlcfra famous gage, 
Andlately ſhak't the Zu/itanian ſoile. | 
Sith chen cach where thou haſt difſpred thy fame, 
Loue him, thatharh etcrnized yourname. 
E. 8. 


To the noble and valorous Lag se Wal. Ralcigh, Lo. War- 
| dein of the Stanneryes, and Licutcnaunt of Cornwaile, 


0 thee that vile ramen ale, 
Thy 5 fenced ve Goddeſſes mo#t deare delight 
IWhy doe 1 ſend this ra#ick Madrigale, 
That may thy tunefull care vnſeaſon quite ? 
Thos onely fit this Argument to write, | | 
Is whoſe high thoughts Pleaſare hath built her bowre, 
And dainty lone learnd ſweeth to endite.. 
Ay rimes 1 knowe vn{anory and ſowre, 


To taſte the ffreames, that like a golden ſhowre ; 
head, of Lnprelf 


lowe from if 
Ion: 


Fitter perhaps toth , 
IWhen ſo thee lift thy loftie Muſe to raiſe : - 
1t make knowne 


Tet till that thou thy Poeme wilt X 
Let thy faire Cinthias praiſes be thus rudely howne. 


E. S. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOR A- 
bleand moſt vertnous Lady, the Counteſle © 
of Penbroke_: 


Emembrance of that moſt Heroick ſpirit, 
The hc avens pride, the glory of our daies,, 
Which now triumpherhchrough immorrall merit 
Of his braye vercues, crownd with laſting baies | 
Of heauenly bliſs and everlaſting praiesz” ' | 
Who firſt wy Muſe did lift out of the flore, 
To ing his fweet delights in lowlie laies; 
Bids me moſt noble Lady coadore ... 
His goodly imagelivingeuermore, - 
In the divine reſemblance of your face3 _ 
Which with your vertucs yeembelliſk more, _ 
And native beauticdeck with heavenly grace: 
For his, and for your owne eſpecial ake,,, _ _ 
Vouchlafe from him chis roken in good worth to take, 
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